In  this  issue  of  Louisiana  Now!, 
readers  will  enjoy  the  first  edition 
of  the  quarterly  newsletter  of  La. 
Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  printed  as  a  special  insert 
to  the  conference  newspaper.  Find 
out  the  latest  news  about  local, 
statewide  and  national  happenings 
with  United  Methodist  Women. 
Also,  find  a  second  special  insert  on 
pages  9-1 1  of  the  paper  featuring 
scholarship  opportunities  for 
United  Methodists  and  United 
Methodist  colleges. 
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Local  United  Methodist  church  receives  hospitality  award 


Bossier  City — Asbury  United 
Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City,  has  been 
recognized  by  United  Methodist 
Communications  (UMCom)  as  an  official 
“Welcoming  Congregation”  for  the  second 
year. 

“Welcoming  Congregations”  are  a 
select  group  of  United  Methodist  congre¬ 
gations  nationwide  that  meets  criteria 
including  embracing  newcomers  and  pro¬ 
viding  opportunities  in  discipleship.  The 


recognition  program  is  part  of  a  larger 
effort  launched  in  late  2000  by  UMCom, 
the  denomination’s  communications 
agency,  to  use  modem  technology  and  the 
common  language  of  television  to  spread 
the  Good  News  of  Christ  to  a  world  in 
need. 

“Open  hearts,  open  minds,  open  doors” 
is  the  theme  of  the  denominational  effort, 
the  centerpiece  which  is  a  series  of  nation¬ 
al  cable  TV  advertising,  supplemented  by 


regional  and  local  church  participation. 
The  overall  aim  of  the  effort  is  to  invite 
people,  particularly  those  between  25  and 
54  years  old,  to  enter  into  connection  with 
the  Christian  community  as  they  seek 
meaning  and  purpose  in  their  lives. 

Rev.  Larry  Hollon  is  UMCom ’s  top 
staff  executive.  More  information  is  avail¬ 
able  from  the  agency’s  web  site  at 
www.ignitingministry.org  or  by  calling  toll 
free  (877)281-6535. 


The  Pursuit  of  Happyness 


Chris  Gardner,  left 
is  pictured  in  the 
soup  kitchen 
which  is  part  of 
the  homeless 
ministry  outreach 
of  Glide  Memorial 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  San 
Francisco. 
Gardner's  remark¬ 
able  story  is  the 
basis  of  a  new 
film,"The  Pursuit 
of  Happyness,’ 
currently  running 
in  movie  theatres. 
During  the  period 
in  the  1980's 
shown  in  the  film, 
Gardner  stayed 
briefly  in  Glide's 
homeless  shelter. 


Movie  spotlights  church's  role  in  saga  of  homeless  man 


In  his  40-plus  years  at  Glide 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
San  Francisco,  the  Rev.  Cecil  Williams 
has  met  many  of  the  homeless  folks  who 
have  come  through  the  church’s  home¬ 
less  shelter  and  soup  kitchen.  But  he 
won’t  forget  Chris  Gardner. 

“He  was  one  of  the  few  men  I’ve  seen 
who  had  a  baby  with  him  at  all  times,” 
Williams  recalled.  “And  I  remember  him 
because  he  had  the  gall  to  say  that,  with¬ 
out  a  doubt,  he  was  going  to  break  out  of 
the  cycle  of  poverty.” 

Gardner’s  remarkable  story  is  the 
basis  of  a  new  film,  “The  Pursuit  of 


Happyness,”  which  opened  Dec.  15,  star¬ 
ring  Will  Smith. 

During  the  period  in  the  1980s  shown 
in  the  film,  Gardner  stayed  briefly  in 
Glide’s  homeless  shelter.  After  he  left, 
Williams  said  he  didn’t  hear  from  him 
until  a  few  years  later. 

“Next  thing  we  knew,  he  was  in 
Chicago,”  he  said.  “He  had  started  his 
own  brokerage  and  he  was  a  million¬ 
aire.” 

Gardner  credits  his  success  to  confi¬ 
dence  in  his  ability  to  eventually  succeed 
and  to  the  encouragement  of  his  pastor. 

“Cecil  Williams  would  talk  every 


Sunday  about  being  able  to  walk  on  the 
waters  of  life,”  Gardner  recalled.  “And 
he’d  say  that  baby  steps  count,  too,  as 
long  as  you’re  going  forward.  That’s 
food  for  the  soul.” 

Williams  has  since  retired  as  pastor  of 
the  church  but  is  still  affiliated  as  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Glide 
Foundation. 

Will  Smith,  who  portrays  Gardner, 
said  at  a  recent  press  screening  in  Dallas 
that  the  film  “will  forever  hold  a  spot  in 
my  heart.” 

“(The  film)  is  about,  ‘How  do  we  do 

See  Happyness  ,  page  3 
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,s  rna<^e  possible  in  part  by  a  grant  from  the  Unit' 
Lectures  &  workshops  from  leaders  including: 


Christ  Church,  Bethel  Park,  Pennsylvania 


Horizon  Stewardship 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 


Perkins  School  of  Theology 


CityChurch,  Dallas,  Texas 


University 


Missouri  Area  of  The 


list  Church 


Fotmore  info  call 


PKRKINS  SCHOOL  of  THEOLOGY  presents: 

MINISTERS  WEEK: 


Ministers  Week  helps  pastors  and  church  leaders  navigate  the  intersection  of  faith  and 
money,  exploring  issues  including  the  theology  of  money  and  stewardship,  church 

finance  and  development,  and  clergy  and  family  financial  concerns.  •  u  ^ 


Brian  Bauknight 
J.Clif  Christopher 
Jaime  Clark-Soles 
Joerg  Rieger 

k  -f  i  fiTf-T* iTTl  I 

Laura  Fregin 


Ruben  Saenz,  Jr. 
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Bishop  Robert  Schnase 


Applying  the  Wrong  Solution 


Every  morning  I  exercise  by  walking 
a  little  more  than  four  miles.  (That  is  if 
it  is  not  raining!)  At  the  end  of  every 
day  I  spend  a  few  seconds  putting  some 
kind  of  cream,  lotion,  or  some  other 
magic  potion  on  my  feet  to  keep  them 
from  being  so  dry  and  uncomfortable. 
That  way  I  can  get  up  the  next  day  and 
abuse  them  again  in  my  four-mile 
marathon. 

This  week  I  was  out  of  town  when  it 
came  time  for  the  nightly  ritual  of  lather¬ 
ing  up  the  feet.  I  didn’t  have  my  usual 
stuff  with  me,  so  I  dug  in  my  carry-on 
luggage  for  some  body  lotion  I  had 
“obtained”  from  some  hotel  in  which  I 
had  recently  stayed.  I  plundered  through 
several  bottles  and  located  the  one  that 
had  the  white  concentrate  in  it  that  prom¬ 
ised  to  be  lotion.  I  didn’t  take  the  time  to 
put  on  my  glasses  and  read  the  label, 
thinking  I  knew  what  I  had  in  my  hand. 

I  sat  on  the  edge  of  the  bed  and  began 
to  rub  the  lotion  on  my  feet.  It  seemed  a 
little  runnier  than  it  should  but  it  was 
cool  and  comforting  and  I  continued. 
Then  I  thought  I  detected  a  different  tex¬ 
tural  feeling  than  normal.  1  got  my  glass¬ 
es  and  looked  to  see  what  1  was  apply¬ 
ing.  You  guessed  it!  I  had  the  bottle  of 
hair  conditioner  instead  of  the  bottle  of 
body  lotion!  (Now  some  of  you  are 
going  to  say  of  me  that  you  now  know 
why  my  head  looks  as  it  does.  But  no 
matter  how  it  appears,  I  don’t  ordinarily 
rub  foot  lotion  on  my  scalp!) 

So  I  got  up  and  went  to  find  a  true 
bottle  of  lotion.  When  found,  I  applied  it 
on  top  of  the  conditioner.  It  seemed  to 
work  for  that  night.  However,  I  don’t 
recommend  this  as  a  daily  practice.  It 
didn’t  seem  to  make  my  feet  any 
smoother  nor  more  full-bodied  than 
when  I  don’t  use  the  conditioner  on 
them! 

As  we  walk  into  a  New  Year,  I  am 
once  again  reminded  that  my  greatest 
desire  in  my  ministry  is  to  apply  the  cor¬ 
rect  solution  to  the  care  of  the  Body  of 
Christ.  It  is  always  my  wish  and  my 
intent  to  do  what  is  helpful  and  what  is 
correct  to  heal  wounds,  salve  hurts  and 
prepare  the  body  to  function  again  with 
all  the  fullness  of  health  and  strength  I 
can  give  it.  However,  I  know  that  in  my 
own  state  of  imperfection,  I  am  likely  to 
think  I  am  doing  the  right  thing  when  in 
all  actuality  I  may  be  applying  something 
that  is  useless,  harmful,  or  just  flat-out 
wrong!  And  when  I  do,  I  pray  that  I  will 
recognize  it  before  I  have  gone  too  far 
and  that  it  will  have  no  more  damaging 
effect  than  hair  conditioner  applied  to 
aching  feet  at  the  end  of  a  long  day! 

I  have  just  returned  from  another  out- 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


standing  Discemer’s 
Academy.  We  had 
the  joy  of  welcom¬ 
ing  some  35 
Discemers  as  they 
opened  themselves 
to  the  call  of  God’s 
Holy  Spirit  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  work  on 
their  own  discern¬ 
ment  as  to  what  that 
means  in  their  individual  lives.  Being 
part  of  this  Academy  is  one  of  the  high¬ 
lights  of  my  year.  As  I  observed  and 
interacted  with  these  who  are  eagerly 
looking  forward  to  what  God  will  have 
them  do  with  their  lives,  I  became  keenly 
aware  once  again  of  my  role  to  do  all  I 
can  do  to  apply  the  correct  solutions  to 
the  needs  of  the  church  so  that  I  am  a 
positive  player  on  this  stage  of  God’s 
drama.  I  want  to  share  with  the  other 
actors  who  are  on  this  stage  with  me,  so 
that  God’s  message  will  be  delivered 
clearly  and  enticingly  to  those  who  are 
looking  for  Good  News. 

At  the  end  of  the  three-day  Academy, 
we  shared  a  beautiful  service  of  Holy 
Communion  in  which  the  following 
prayer  by  Howard  Thurman  was  used.  It 
so  spoke  to  me  of  my  journey  into  this 
New  Year  that  I  share  it  with  you  for 
your  consideration  and  pondering: 

“Gracious  God,  grant  that  I  may  pass 
through  the  coming  year  with  a  faithful 
heart.  There  will  be  much  to  test  me, 
and,  imperfect  as  I  am,  I  shall  sometimes 
say  the  word  that  is  not  true  or  do  the 
thing  of  which  I  am  ashamed.  Although 
I  seek  the  light,  I  sometimes  find  myself 
walking  in  darkness,  for  I  have  not  yet 
learned  how  to  keep  my  hand  in  thy 
hand.  Though  my  days  be  marked  with 
stumbling  and  falling,  let  my  spirit  be 
free  so  that  thou  mayest  take  it  and 
redeem  it  and  make  it  right  and  new. 

Give  me  the  quiet  assurance  of  thy  love 
and  thy  constant  presence.  Grant  that  I 
may  pass  through  the  coming  year  with  a 
faithful  heart!  Amen.” 

In  your  journey  this  year,  may  you 
apply  the  correct  solutions  to  the  difficul¬ 
ties  and  hurts  you  encounter.  But  if  you 
use  hair  conditioner  instead  of  lotion,  just 
know  that  it  can  be  redeemed!  And  that 
redeemer  is  none  other  than  our  Gracious 
God  who  makes  all  things  new  and  rights 
all  wrongs. 

A  blessed  New  Year  to  you. 

Bill  Hutchinson 


fell 
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Special  Note:  In  addition  to  underwriting  the  event,  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  is  offering  one  night’s  stay  at  the  conference  hotel,  the 
Radisson  Hotel  Central  in  Dallas  on  a  first-come,  first-served  basis.  Contact  the 
Foundation  office  at  (225)  346-1535 for  more  information. 


Conference  office  has  two  positions  available 

The  La.  Conference  is  hiring  a  part-time  Administrative  Assistant  for  the  Coordinator 
of  the  Board  of  Ordained  ministry.  The  19-hour  per  week  position  begins  March  1,  2007. 
The  La.  Conference  is  also  hiring  a  part-time  Director  of  Christian  Education.  The  20- 
hour  per  week  position  begins  March  1,  2007.  To  receive  a  job  description  and  application 
for  either  position  contact  Rev.  John  Edd  Harper  at  (225)  346-1646  or  email 
johnedd@bellsouth.net.  Applications  will  be  accepted  through  Jan.  31. 
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Logansport  UMC 


United  Methodist  Women  from  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Logansport,  in  the 
Shreveport  District,  display  some  of  the  red  gloves  the  group  has  collected  to  send  to 
the  women  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ekaterinburg,  Russia. 

'Red  gloves  symbolize  the  color  of  Christ's  love  at  Christmas  time— the  color  of  giving— 
and  warm  hands  represent  a  warm  heart,'  wrote  Mary  Mac  Thompsons  member  of  the 
UMW  group. 


Happyness,  from  page  1 

it?  How  do  we  keep  pursuing  a  dream  and 
stay  encouraged?’”  Smith  said. 

Williams  plays  himself  in  the  movie. 

The  church’s  choir,  the  Glide  Ensemble, 
also  makes  an  appearance.  Residents  of 
Glide’s  homeless  shelter  were  recruited  as 
extras  for  a  scene  at  a  worship  service. 

Gardner  remains  a  member  of  Glide  and 
returns  four  or  five  times  a  year  to  help  in 
the  shelter’s  kitchen. 

An  early  draft  of  the  film’s  script  omit¬ 
ted  any  mention  of  the  Rev.  Cecil 
Williams.  Gardner  sent  the  script  back  to 
the  writers. 

“I  told  them,  if  there’s  no  Cecil 
Williams,  there’s  no  Chris  Gardner,”  he 
said. 

Smith  said  being  on  location  at  the 
church  brought  the  role  home  for  him. 

“We  shot  the  scenes  at  Glide  in  the 
same  places  where  Chris  slept  and  ate,” 
Smith  said.  “Being  there,  the  members  of 
the  crew  and  I  felt  the  spirit  of  what  had 
actually  happened  there.” 

An  important  scene  shows  Gardner,  just 
evicted  from  his  apartment,  spending  a 
night  with  his  son  sleeping  on  the  floor  in 
the  men’s  room  in  a  bus  station.  Scenes 
like  that,  Williams  hopes,  will  give  movie¬ 
goers  more  empathy  for  the  poor.  “You  get 
a  sense  of  some  of  the  horrifying  experi¬ 
ences  a  poor  person  can  encounter.” 

“I  was  struck  by  the  commitment  that 
(Gardner)  had  to  this  idea  of  who  he  was 
and  what  he  wanted  his  life  to  be,”  Smith 
said.  “He  gambled  everything.  He  put  his 
trust  in  God,  and  in  the  face  of  homeless¬ 
ness  and  hunger  he  held  onto  that  idea. 

That  idea  was  food  for  him  when  he  was 
hungry  and  shelter  for  him  when  he  was 
homeless.” 

Gardner  said  he  was  pleased  with  the 
way  Smith  portrayed  him. 

“What  I  figured  out  late-  in  the  game  is  • 


while  we  were  shooting  for  those  17 
weeks,  while  everybody  was  watching 
Will,  Will  was  watching  me,”  he  said.  “I 
think  he’s  done  his  best  work  to  date.” 

Williams  said  he  also  got  to  know 
Smith  while  the  cast  was  filming  at  the 
church,  and  was  impressed  with  the  actor’s 
character. 

“I  feel  that,  spiritually,  I  did  the  right 
thing  in  making  this  movie,”  Smith  said. 
“The  tool  that  God  has  given  me  is  my 
artistry.  I  feel  I’m  closer  than  I’ve  ever 
been  to  doing  something  with  that  tool  that 
will  leave  the  world  a  better  place.” 

The  film  depicts  Gardner,  an  African- 
American  man,  working  to  break  into  a 
profession  that  was  dominated  by  white 
males.  If  Gardner  encountered  any  racism, 
the  film  doesn’t  show  it.  Gardner  said  that 
was  a  conscious  choice. 

“There’s  a  bigger  barrier  beyond  racial 
barriers,”  he  said.  “It’s  the  barrier  of  the 
human  spirit,  the  barriers  of  possibilities,  of 
what  can  and  can’t  be  done.  That’s  what 
the  movie  is  about.” 

If  viewers  take  anything  home  from  the 
movie,  Gardner  hopes  it’s  this:  “The  caval¬ 
ry  ain’t  coming.  You’ve  got  to  do  this  your¬ 
self.” 

Gardner  said  his  determination  to  suc¬ 
ceed  should  encourage  church  members 
who  work  on  behalf  of  the  homeless. 

“The  work  that  Methodists  do  makes  so 
much  of  a  difference  in  someone  making  it 
or  breaking  it,”  he  said.  “A  lot  of  times 
they  don’t  get  to  see  that  immediately.” 

He  compared  helping  the  homeless  to 
gardening-planting  seeds,  feeding  and  nur¬ 
turing  them. 

“One  day,  things  have  blossomed,  but  it 
takes  a  long  time  sometimes,”  he  said.  “If 
my  contribution  is  anything,  maybe  I’m 
representative  of  all  the  gardening  all  the 
Methodists  have  been  -doing,  for  years.’.’ .  .  • 


Members  of  Jackson  United  Methodist  Church  performed  a  live  nativity  on  Dec. 
16.  Pictured  top,  from  left  to  right,  are 'Angels'  Tori  Hadden  and  Kristen  Newsom, 
WhitVidrine,  Cassie  Hunt  (holding  Brian  Lucas  Hunt), T.J.  Hunt  and  Johnny 
Cassanova  Sitting  on  the  hay  str  Jamie  Leggett  and  Jayce  Hamilton.  Also  pictured 
are  the  students  and  captains  that  participated  in  the  church  sponsored  Amazing 
Race  in  Search  of  the  King.  Pictures  by  Beth  Dawson. 

Jackson  UMC 

Members  of  Jackson  United 
Methodist  Church  performed  a  live 
nativity  at  the  Republic  of  West  Florida 
Museum  Pavilion  Dec.  16,  2006.  The 
dramatic  piece  was  coordinated  by 
Rhonda  Tomb  for  the  community  of 
Jackson. 

Dr.  Laurie  Harrington  served  as  nar¬ 
rator,  Scott  Harrington  handled 
acoustics,  Matt  Leggett  operated  the 
lighting  system,  and  Jody  Vidrine  was  in 
charge  of  the  animals. 

Portraying  the  Holy  Family  were 
Brian  Lucas  Hunt  as  Jesus;  Cassie  Hunt 
(Brian’s  mother)  as  Mary;  and  TJ.  Hunt 
(Brian’s  uncle)  as  Joseph. 

After  the  performance,  everyone  was 
invited  by  Rev.  Rhonda  Feurtado  for 
refreshments  in  the  Jackson  UMC 
Fellowship  Hall.  The  James  Brumley 
family  planned  and  prepared  for  Santa 
to  attend  the  festivities.  Santa  gave  each 
child  a  bag  of  fruit  and  a  Christian 
booklet. 

Jackson  UMC  sponsored  another 
Christmas  activity  called  “The  Amazing 
Race  in  Search  of  the  King.”  This  excit¬ 
ing  activity  for  the  youth  of  the  church 
was  planned  and  coordinated  by  Karen 
Doty. 

Youth  divided  into  three  teams  and 


were  given  four  activities  to  accomplish. 
After  each  group  finished  their  assigned 
tasks,  they  met  at  the  home  of  Kevin 
and  Rhonda  Tomb  for  awards  and  a 
pizza  pary.  The  green  team  consisted  of 
Kim  Palmer,  Craig  Jones,  James 
Johnson,  Nick  Goodeau,  and  Kelsey 
Tomb.  Tina  Newsom  was  their  designat¬ 
ed  driver  and  captain.  The  red  team, 
which  won  the  competition,  consisted  of 
Landon  Tomb,  Jamie  Dezendorf,  Haley 
Harrington  and  Claire  Harrington.  Ben 
Clanton  was  their  designated  driver  and 
captain.  The  gold  team  consisted  of 
Jennifer  Palmer,  Travis  Sims,  Caleb 
Carter,  and  Josh  Ellis.  Meg  DeLee  was 
their  designated  driver  and  captain.  The 
teams  and  drivers  are  pictured  above. 

One  task  took  place  at  the  church 
parsonage  where  Rev.  Rhonda  Feurtado 
had  the  students  answer  questions  con¬ 
cerning  the  nativity.  They  were  also 
given  the  words  of  a  Bible  verse  and 
asked  to  unscramble  the  words  and  put 
it  back  together  in  the  correct  order. 

The  youth  also  built  houses  on  sand 
using  tape,  a  pole  and  a  tarpaulin.  After 
building  their  house,  Debbie  and  Lane 
Palmer  used  a  leaf  blower  to  see  if  the 
house  would  sustain  the  winds. 
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BR  district  UMM  breakfast 


Nearly  60  people  attended  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  United  Methodist  Men  dis¬ 
trict-wide  prayer  breakfast  Dec.  9, 2006, 
hosted  by  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ponchatoula. 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  bishop, 
William  Hutchinson,  served  as  guest 
speaker.  Keeping  an  Advent  theme. 

Bishop  Hutchinson  spoke  of  God’s  gift  to 
us.  His  son  Jesus  Christ  and  our  responsi¬ 
bility  to  share  with  each  other  the  message 
of  this  gift. 

A  time  of  shared  prayer  was  led  by  Rev. 
Larry  Miller,  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  District. 

Close  to  20  churches  were  represented 
at  the  event,  and  participants  included 
UMM  officers  from  the  conference,  dis¬ 
trict,  and  local  levels  in  addition  to  general 
members. 

Ponchatoula  United  Methodist  Men  pre¬ 
pared  and  served  to  guests  a  breakfast  of 


eggs,  sausage,  grits,  hash  browned  pota¬ 
toes,  cooked  apples,  biscuits  and  bever¬ 
ages. 

“Baton  Rouge  District  United  Methodist 
Men  are  just  starting  these  District-wide 
prayer  breakfast  gatherings.  At  first,  there 
will  be  one  per  quarter  rotating  around  the 
District  hosted  by  a  different  UMM  unit 
each  quarter.  It  is  hoped  and  prayed  that 
these  events  will  bring  together  men  from 
around  the  whole  Baton  Rouge  District  to 
grow  together  in  spiritual  fellowship,”  said 
Kirby  Larpenter,  district  UMM  president. 
Any  church  willing  to  host  one  of  these 
prayer  breakfasts  should  contact  Larpenter 
at  (985)  634-1597or  klarpenter@bell- 
south.net 

Ponchatoula  UMM  President,  Frank 
Kraemer  presented  special  guests,  Bishop 
Hutchinson  and  D.S.  Larry  Miller  with 
Ponchatoula  UMM  local  unit  hats. 


Vacherie  UMC 


The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Vacherie  participated  in  a  Youth 
Progressive  Dinner  in  their  community. 
Attending  were  75  youth  from  five  church¬ 
es  along  the  River  Road,  with  each  church 
providing  a  portion  of  the  meal  at  their 
own  facility.  Freida  Boughton  at  Vacherie 


UMC  provided  Dirty  Rice  for  the  meal. 
Rev.  Terry  Lindsey  gave  a  blessing  with 
the  children  and  helped  to  serve  the  rice. 
The  children  sang  thanks  and  praise.  “We 
hope  this  will  turn  into  an  annual  event,” 
said  Lindsey. 


Delcambre  Warehouse 


A  team  from  Ithica,  New  York,  led  by  Catherine  Marinez  (top  left)  recently  brought  two 
large  trailers  filled  with  furniture  and  appliances  to  the  La.  United  Methodist  Storm 
Recovery  warehouse  in  Delcambre,  La. The  trailers,  53-feet  and  26-feet-long  respective¬ 
ly,  were  filled  with  needed  items  for  distribution  to  families  across  the  Gulf  Coast  affect¬ 
ed  by  the  storms  of  2005. The  New  York  team  spent  two  days  working  in  New  Orleans 
and  five  days  assisting  with  recovery  in  the  Dulac  area. 


Camphor  Memorial  UMC 


Rev.  Darlene  A.  Moore,  pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Baton  Rouge,  is  picured,top  right,  with  a  group  of  laity  and  clergy  who  trav¬ 
eled  to  Epworth,  England  on  a  Wesley  Heritage  Educational  Tour. The  group  is 
pictured  in  Epworth,  where  Samuel  and  Susanna  Wesley  spent  39  years  in  min- 
istery  and  raising  their  children,  including  John  and  Charles  Wesley. 

Rev.  Moore  and  the  congregation  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  would  like  to 
extend  an  open  invitation  to  all  to  attend  a  church-sponsored  revival  Feb.  11- 
13,  featuring  Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough.  For  more  information,  contact  P.  Hayes  at 
(225)  892-8459.  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  is  located  at  8742  Scenic  Hwy. 
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UMW  in  mission  2006  —Rise!  Shine!  Glorify  God! 

Annual  meeting  of  La  Conference  UMW  held  in  September  in  Monroe 


Pictured  above  are  Joyce  Thibodeaux, 
Acadiana  District  UMW  President,  and 
Tillie  Shows,  UMW  Conference  Mission 
Coordinator  for  Education  and 
Interpretation,  delighted  by  the  many 
school  supply  kits  sent  to  the  Annual 
United  Methodist  Women  Meeting 
from  Louisiana's  local  UMW  units. 

The  colorful  puppets  used  at  the  UMW 
Assembly  in  Anaheim,  Cal.,  right,  were 
used  during  the  the  opening  of  the 
Louisiana  meeting.  Joyce Thibodaux, 
Acadiana  District  UMW  President,  and 
Tillie  Shows,  Conference  UMW 
Coordinator  for  Education,  far  right, 
admire  the  many  school  supply  kits 
donated  by  UMW  members  from 
throughout  the  conference. 


The  Louisiana  Conference  United 
Methodist  Women  held  its  33rd  Annual 
Meeting  Friday,  September  15,  2006  start¬ 
ing  at  1  p.m.  and  ending  on  Saturday, 
September  16,  2006  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Monroe,  La.  The 
theme  was  “Rise!  Shine!  Glorify  God!’ 
taken  from  Assembly  2006. 

Sandy  DeCelle  served  as  chairperson 
with  Jo  Flale  serving  as  assistant.  The 
Annual  Meeting  began  with  a  musical 
prelude  followed  by  the  Processional  of 
Conference  Officers  and  the  exquisite  pup¬ 
pets  that  were  used  at  the  2006  UMW 
Assembly  in  Anaheim,  Cal.  The  meeting 
was  then  called  to  order  by  Harriette 
Elrod,  president. 


Our  Friday  evening  banquet  was  held  at 
the  Holiday  Inn  Hotel  and  Suites  in 
Monroe.  Testimonies  and  sharing  by 
Harriette  Elrod,  president,  Carlos  Welch, 
retired  Missionary  from  India,  June  Ivy 
and  Rev.  Connie  Breaux  were  the  high¬ 
lights  of  the  evening’s  activities.  Each 
shared  stories  of  what  God  had  done  in 
their  lives. 

Music  for  the  Annual  Meeting  was 
provided  by  our  excellent  Music  Team: 
Annette  Fortuna,  Song  Leader  and  Hunt 
Neely,  Organist  and  Pianist. 

We  concluded  the  meeting  on  Saturday 
with  a  message  from  Bishop  William 
Hutchinson  of  the  Louisiana  Conference. 
Other  clergy  who  participated  in  the 


Annual  Meeting  included:  Rev.  Jo  Ann 
Cooper,  Dr.  Robert  L.  Burgess,  and  Rev. 

R,  Larry  Stafford. 

Our  Mission  Project  was  school  sup¬ 
plies.  Over  500  school  bags  were  collect¬ 
ed  and  over  $1,000  in  cash  will  be  distrib¬ 
uted  to  our  Louisiana  Mission  Agencies. 
Although  we  had  a  wonderful  time  and  a 
spirit-filled  Annual  Meeting,  the  most 
important  thing  for  me  was  the  success  of 
our  Mission  Project  said  Edna  Hickman, 
Vice  President. 

“  Our  agencies  were  thrilled.  Just 
think,  over  500  needy  children  were  pro¬ 
vided  with  the  school  supplies  they  need¬ 
ed.  That  is  really  what  we  are  all  about,” 
she  said. 


District  elected  leadership  training  hosted  in  Alexandria 


Over  75  attended  the  2006  District  Elected  Leadership  Training,  entitled 
'Stayin'  Alive'  at  First  United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria. 


Our  2006  District  Elected  Leadership 
Training  entitled  “Stayin’  Alive”  was  a  high¬ 
light  of  the  year.  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Alexandria  hosted  this  exciting 
learning  experience  for  all  newly  elected  and 
returning  District  UMW  Officers  from 
Louisiana. 

Beverly  Cox  and  Tillie  Shows  chaired  the 
gathering  where  over  75  attended.  Pictured 
here  is  a  session  in  the  media  room  on  organi¬ 
zation  and  communication  with  local  units. 
District  Officers  returned  home  with  skills  and 
training  tools  to  share  with  their  local  counter¬ 
parts. 

DELT  2006  introduced  specific  goals  and 
new  training  tools,  all  presented  with  enthusi¬ 
asm  and  FUN!  During  the  opening  session, 
Bev  Cox  welcomed  “Peanut  Butter”  and 


“Jelly”  who  arrived  looking  for  the  location  to 
“audition.”  They  even  entertained  the  ladies 
with  song,  dance  and  much  action. 

Each  officer  received  a  packet  full  of  useful 
information,  including  a  Year-At-A-Glance 
Calendar,  plus  15  Monthly  Calendar  Sheets, 
UMW  Online  Community  information. 
Official  Sources  of  Information,  and  a 
CD/DVD  ffomthe  Women’s  Division. 

Website  References  for  additional  informa¬ 
tion  include: 

LA  Conf.  UMW  Website  with  the  LA 
Annual  Conference: 

www.la-umc.org/laity/umwomen 
Women’s  Division  of  UMC: 

www.umwmission.org 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministry 
www.gbgm-umc.org/umw 
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Save  the  Date! 

" Mission  Alive!‘ 

2007  District  Elected  Leadership  Training 
October  1 3,  2007 
Site:  to  be  announced 
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From  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMW  President 


All  United  Methodist  Women  are 
invited  to  our  special  “place  of  grace” 
which  is  now  named  The  Wesley  Center. 
Many  exciting  people  have  joined 
hands  to  plan  this  awesome  event.  I  have 
chosen  some  scripture  that  guides  my 
personal  invitation. 

A  retreat  is  a  place  set  apart  from  our 
very  busy  lifestyles.  A  religious  retreat  is 
usually  a  quiet  and  restful  environment. 
Our  Wesley  Center  is  just  that,  as  well  as 
being  a  special  place  of  beauty  in  a 
wooded  area  with  our  “mirror  of  water” 
to  reflect  the  worship  inspiring 
Children's  Cross  of  Jesus.  It  is  here  that 
we  can  be  still  and  get  to  know  our  God. 
Anyone  who  has  ever  been  around 
UMW  members  knows  that  we  love  to 
sing!  We  will  have  just  the  most  perfect 
musicians  to  make  a  joyful  time  for  all 
of  us. 

Jesus  set  the  example  for  us.  He 
retreated  to  Gethsemane.  This  garden  at 
the  Mount  of  Olives  was  His  special 
place.  I  stood  there  and  felt  the  tremen¬ 
dous  emotions  of  sadness  and  joy  inter¬ 
woven  as  the  Holy  Spirit  brought  us  into 
His  presence.  We  can  be  brought  into 
that  same  presence  as  we  come  together 
at  the  retreat.  We  will  go  away  as 

RESURRECTION  WOMEN! 

Be  still,  and  know  that  I  am  God. 
(Psalm  46.10) 

Serve  the  Lord  with  gladness;  come 
before  His  presence  with  singing.  Know 


ye  that  the  Lord  He 
is  God. . .  (Psalm 
100:  2-3) 

Sing  ...  to  the 
Lord,  always  giving 
thanks  to  God  for 
everything.  (Eph.  5: 
19-20 

Then  cometh 
Jesus  with  them 
unto  a  place  called 
Gethsemane,  and  saith  unto  the  disci¬ 
ples,  “Sit  ye  here,  while  I  go  and  pray 
yonder.”  (Matt.  26:36) 

And  He  came  out,  and  went,  as  He 
was  wont  to  the  Mount  of  Olives;  and 
His  disciples  also  followed  Him.  (Luke 
22:39) 

We  pray  that  you  will  register  to  join 
us  in  spiritual  growth!  Until  then,  I  ask 
that  you  use  this  prayer  of  Peter 
Marshall  for  those  who  are  able  to  come 
and  for  those  cannot  join  us: 

“In  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  who 
was  never  in  a  hurry,  we  pray,  O  God, 
that  You  will  slow  us  down,  for  we 
know  that  we  live  too  fast.  With  all  of 
eternity  before  us,  make  us  take  time  to 
live — to  get  acquainted  with  You,  to 
enjoy  Your  blessings,  and  to  know  each 
other.” 

In  Christ’s  Love, 

Harriette 


Harriett  Tucker  Elrod 


Louisiana  Conference  UMW 
2007  Spiritual  Growth  Retreat 
February  24-24, 2007 
Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  LA 

Featured  speakers 

Pat  Cobb,  President  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Core  Planning  Group 

Bobbie  Griffin,  member  of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Planning  Group 


Registration  form  is  available  from  the  district  mission  team 
at  the  Conference  UMW  Website: 
www.la-umc.org/laity/umwomen 

Sign-in  for  registrants  begins  at  10  a.m. 

Friday,  February  23,  2007 

followed  by  lunch  at  noon  and  the  first  session  at  1  p.m. 

The  deadline  for  registration  is 
Saturday,  February  17,  2007 


2007  UMW  Spiritual  Growth  retreat  set 


"Resurrection  Women"  spiritual  growth 

Designed  to  increase  the  understanding 
of  and  commitment  to  God’s  mission  to 
women,  children,  and  youth,  the  retreat  is 
being  conducted  in  each  annual  conference 
for  United  Methodist  Women  by  members 
of  the  Core  Planning  Group  of  each  juris¬ 
diction.  Materials  have  been  developed  by 
the  Women’s  Division  and  will  be  avail¬ 
able  for  use  in  district  or  local  units. 

Ann  Craig,  in  “Retreats  Manual  for 
United  Methodist  Women,”  helps  us  under¬ 
stand  that  a  spiritual  retreat  is  a  way  of  “re¬ 
treating”  life.  It  allows  us  “to  treat  our  life 
again  with  the  love  of  God,  so  that  we  can 


retreat  focused  on  theology  of  mission. 

re-treat  daily  life  with  the  hands-on  service 
of  love  and  justice.”  As  we  gather  in 
retreat  we  are  actually  nurturing  ourselves 
so  that  we  can  be  better  disciples  of  Christ. 
Together,  we  nurture  each  other  as  we  pray, 
study  and  offer  our  service  to  God.  It  was 
the  women  who  first  witnessed  the  resur¬ 
rection.  Join  us  at  The  Wesley  Center 
where  you  will  be  able  to  identify  with 
these  women. 

Pat  Cobb  and  Bobbie  Griffin  will  serve 
as  leaders  for  this  retreat.  Annette  Fortuna 
and  Jackie  Pennington  will  once  again 
favor  us  with  their  musical  talents. 


2007  UMW  spiritual  growth  retreat  faculty 


Pat  Cobb  cur¬ 
rently  resides  in 
Baton  Rouge  and  is 
serving  as  President 
of  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  Core 
Planning  Group. 

She  formerly  lived 
in  Lakeview  in  New 
Orleans  where  her 
family  home  was 
destroyed  during 
Hurricane  Katrina. 
Pat  has  served  United  Methodist  Women 
in  many  capacities.  She  was  a  member  of 
St.  Luke's  UMC  in  New  Orleans  while 
serving  as  an  additional  member  of  the 
SCJ  Core  Planning  Group  from  2000- 
2004. 

She  has  served  on  the  Louisiana 
Conference  UMW  Mission  Team  as 
Secretary  for  Membership,  Conference 
President,  and  both  Dean  and  Assistant 
Dean  of  Schools  of  Christian  Mission.  Pat 
served  on  the  New  Orleans/Slidell 
District  UMW  Mission  Team  on  the 
Committee  on  Nominations,  as 
Membership  Coordinator,  and  as  District 
President.  At  St.  Luke's  she  was  the 
Chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Board, 
Worship  Chair,  choir  member,  hand  bell 
ringer  and  director,  and  Bible  study 
leader.  She  is  an  accomplished  floral 
designer,  and  enjoys  hobbies  of  sewing, 
gardening,  music,  and  spending  time  with 
grandchildren  of  their  four  children. 


Bobbie  Griffin 


Bobbie  Griffin 
graduated  from  the 
University  of 
Wisconsin- 
Milwaukee  with  a 
BA  in  Elementary 
Education  and  MA 
in  Administrative 
Leadership.  She  is  a 
retired  school 
administrator,  and 
has  four  adult  sons 
and  four  grandchil¬ 


dren. 

Bobbie  is  a  member  of  First  UMC  in 
Rockwall,  Tex.  where  she  serves  on  their 
Administrative  Board,  and  has  been 
active  in  UMW  for  over  20  years.  Past 
UMW  responsibilities  include  local 
President,  Vice-President,  and 
Coordinator  of  Supportive  Community, 
District  Vice-President,  Communications 
Coordinator,  Dean  of  Week  End  School, 


SOCM  Board  Member  and  Mission 
Committee.  Bobbie  has  also  served  on 
the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
Ministries,  Mission  Motivation  and 
Consultant  for  Church  Transformation. 
She  was  elected  president  of  Church 
Women  United  of  Albuquerque.  She  is  a 
Certified  Lay  Speaker  and  has  traveled  to 
Indonesia  with  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Culture  and  Mission 
Tour.  She  also  attended  the  World 
Methodist  Conference  in  Singapore  and 
England. 

Annette  Fortuna 
is  married  to  Dave 
Fortuna,  pastor  of 
Noel  Memorial 
UMC  in 
Shreveport.  She 
has  been  a  UMW 
Sunday  guest 
speaker  for  many 
churches,  led 
Spiritual  Growth 
retreats,  led  singing 
for  Cursillo  and 
United  Methodist  Women  Annual 
Meetings,  and  been  a  study  leader  and 
song  leader  at  United  Methodist  Women 
Schools  of  Christian  Mission.  She  is  cur¬ 
rently  helping  with  contemporary  wor¬ 
ship  services  at  her  church  in  addition  to 
ringing  hand  bells  and  teaching  Bible 
studies.  In  all  her  spare  time,  she  enjoys 
her  two  daughters  and  her  four  grand¬ 
daughters  and  one  grandson.  Annette  will 
be  our  Song  Leader  for  the  2007  UMW 
Spiritual  Growth  Retreat. 


Annette  Fortuna 


■r*9* 


"Jackie" 

Pennington  resides 
in  Covington, 
Louisiana.  She  is  a 
native  of 
Mississippi  and  a 
graduate  of  Alcorn 
State  University. 

She  teaches  vocal 
music  and  piano  at 

Pitcher  Junior  High 

Dorothy  Pennington  School.  Jadde  als0 

works  with  her  hus¬ 
band,  Rev.  Walter  B.  Pennington,  pastor 


of  Grace  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans.  She  has  served  Grace  and 
Thompson  UMCs  as  organist  and  director 
of  music.  Jackie  will  be  our  pianist  for 
the  2007  UMW  Spiritual  Growth  Retreat. 
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2007  new  UMW  conference  team  members  elected 


Lueburda  J.  Myers,  Chair 
Nominating  Committee 
2007-2009 


Lueburda  is 
married  to  Kenneth 
Myers  and  they 
have  two  adult 
sons  and  six  grand¬ 
children.  She  is  a 
retired  teacher  from 
Caddo  Parish,  cur¬ 
rently  employed  by 
the  Shreveport 
Parks  and 
Recreation 
Department.  She  is  a  member  of  St.  Paul 
UMC.  She  has  served  on  the  Shreveport 
District  UMW  Mission  Team,  as  La. 
Conference  UMW  representative  to  West 
Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian 
Mission,  and  was  elected  to  serve  on  the 
1988-1992  SCJ  Core  Planning  Group. 
She  was  a  delegate  to  both  the  2004 
General  and  SCJ  Conferences.  Lueburda 
has  served  as  La.  Conference  UMW 


President,  2002-2005,  and  on  the  La. 
Conference  UMW  Committee  on 
Nominations  (Class  of  2009). 

Frances  Patton,  Member 
Nominating  Committee 
Class  of  20 10 


Frances  grew  up 
in  Southeastern 
Oklahoma, 
Choctaw  County. 
She  has  lived  most 
of  her  life  in 
Louisiana  in 
Springhill  and 
Vidalia.  She  is 
retired  from  Sears 
after  working  34 
years. 

Frances  is  a  widow  with  four  daugh¬ 


ters  and  one  son  deceased.  She  has  10 
grandchildren  and  10  great  grandchil¬ 
dren.  She  has  been  active  in  her  local 
church  and  UMW  for  many  years. 
Frances  also  served  the  La.  Conference 
UMW  as  Mission  Coordinator  for 


Education,  Secretary,  Assistant  Dean  and 
Dean  of  School  of  Christian  Mission. 


Patricia  Watson,  Member 
Nominating  Committee 
Class  of  2010 


Patricia  is  a  res¬ 
ident  of  Denham 
Springs,  Louisiana. 
She  is  a  long  term 
and  dedicated  edu¬ 
cator  in  the  Public 
School  System. 

She  is  a  member 
of  Roberts  United 
Methodist  Church 
in  Denham 
ne  attendance  in 

Patricia  serves  as  the  Conference 
Delegate  for  her  church,  as  well  on 
many  other  committees,  and  has  also 
served  at  the  district  level. 


Springs,  with  a  life-ti 
the  church. 


Jonelle  Walker,  Member 
Nominating  Committee 
Class  of  2010 


Jonelle  Kellogg 
Walker  was  bom  in 
Winnfield, 
Louisiana,  and 
enjoys  fond  memo¬ 
ries  of  attending 
WSCS  meetings 
and  School  of 
Mission  with  her 
mother.  She 
attended  both  La. 
Tech  and  NSC, 
earning  an  elementary  teaching  certifi¬ 
cate,  BA  and  later  an  MA.,  and  began 
teaching  in  1967.  After  living  in  Jena  for 
28  years,  she  retired  and  moved  to 
Pineville  where  she  joined  Pineville  First 
UMC  and  UMW.  She  served  as  local 
UMW  Secretary  and  Membership  person 
in  2005,  and  local  UMW  President  in 
2006,  always  encouraging  members  to 
attend  district  and  conference  events. 


Ferguson  elected 
to  mission  post 

Barbara  Ferguson  has  been  named  as 
the  UMW  Mission  Coordinator  for  Social 
Action. 

Ferguson  is  a  resident  of  New  Orleans 
and  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC,  where 
she  has  served  in  many  capacities. 

Barbara  represented  the  Louisiana 
Conference  UMW  at  the  Women’s 
Division  Summit  on  Public  Education  at 
Scarritt  Bennett,  Nashville,  Tennessee,  in 
July,  2005.  She  also  led  a  plenary  on 
Public  Education  at  the  2005  Louisiana 
Conference  UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission. 


Calling  All  Artists  !!!!  Let  Your  Talents  Shine!! 

Again  this  year.  Schools  of  Christian  Mission  will  be  held  world  wide.  The  2007  theme  is  “SING  ACROSS 
THE  WALLS!" 

Anyone  can  enter  by  submitting  a  drawing  of  their  interpretation  of  the  theme.  Submissions  should  be 
on  8  fi  x  1 1  inch  paper.  Two  copies  are  requested:  one  in  black  and  white  and  one  in  color.  ALL  ENTRIES 
will  be  featured  in  the  program  book  for  the  West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Mission  in  June  16-19,2007. 
The  winning  interpretation  will  be  used  as  the  cover  for  the  West  Gulf  School  of  Mission. 

The  logo  design  is  to  illustrate  the  artist's  concept  of  the  current  theme. 

The  logo  should  be  submitted  on  8  1/2' x  11"  white  paper,  copy  ready. 

The  logo  should  be  submitted  in  black  and  white  and,  if  possible,  color  as  well. 

We  must  have  the  copyright  authorization  below  completed  and  signed. 

A  brief  statement  of  what  the  drawing  represents  must  accompany  the  art. 


Mission  Giving 
totals  released 

Conference  School  of  Christian 
Mission  (151  Attending) 

$  854.00  Mission  Giving  Offering 

$  202.05  World  Thank  Offering 

$1,584.00  Layette  Kits  Cash  for 
UMCOR 

Conference  Annual  Meeting  (213 
Attending) 

$1,369.34  Mission  Giving  Offering 

$9,305.74  Mission  Candle  Offering 
(To  Bum  4-1/2  Hours) 

$1,084.00  School  Kits  Cash  for 
UMCOR — (Not  Including  Kits 
Donated) 

Mission  Giving  to  Women’s 
Division — Through  8/31/06: 

$66,970.49  of  $240,000  Pledge 
(Not  Including  4th  Quarter) 

$13,234.93  for  Special  Mission 
Recognition  Pins,  Gifts  to  Mission, 
Gifts  in  Memory,  and  World  Thank 
Offering. 


PLEASE  ENTER  or  encourage  someone  to  do  so.  You  may  want  to  work  as  a  team.  ALL  ENTRIES  MUST  BE 
RECEIVED  BY  FEBRUARY  14,2007.  Please  send  to  the  attention  of: 

Lana  P.  Lathan 
131  Ogden  Drive 
Baton  Rouge,  LA.  70806 

Home  Phone:  225-383-4380  Cell:  225-247-0779  Fax:  225-346-3045 


West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission 

PROGRAM  BOOK  ART  ENTRY  FORM 


Name  of  artist(s): _ Email: 

Address: _ 

Telephone: _ 

Conference _ Church _ 

Occupation _ 

Permission  to  use  art  work 
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Women's  Division  Update 

Lois  M.  Dauway  named  interim  Chief  Executive  of  the  Women's  Division 


Lois  M.  Dauway,  top  executive  for 
United  Methodist  Women’s  social-action 
mission  work,  will  become  the  interim 
chief  executive  of  the  Women’s  Division  of 
the  United  Methodist  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  Jan.  1,  2007. 

Ms.  Dauway  will  lead  the  division  dur¬ 


ing  an  expanded  search  for  a  new  deputy 
general  secretary  for  the  division,  which  is 
the  policy-making,  training  and  program¬ 
ming  arm  of  United  Methodist  Women. 

She  replaces  Jan  Love,  chief  executive  of 
the  division  since  August  2004.  Ms.  Love 
will  become  dean  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology  at  Emory  University  in  Atlanta 
Jan.  1,  2007. 

Women’s  Division  President  Kyung  Za 
Yim  announced  the  division’s  selection  of 
Ms.  Dauway  at  the  division’s  fall  board 
meeting. 

“Ms.  Dauway  is  nationally  and  interna¬ 
tionally  recognized  as  a  leader  in  United 
Methodist  and  ecumenical  circles,”  Ms. 
Yim  said.  “We  are  confident  she  will  fulfill 
the  position  of  interim  deputy  general  sec¬ 
retary  with  the  same  considerable  gifts, 
grace  and  commitment  she  has  brought  to 
all  her  work  in  the  division.” 

Ms.  Dauway  joined  the  division  in  1 994 
as  assistant  general  secretary  for  Christian 
social  responsibility,  the  position  she  cur¬ 
rently  holds.  She  will  serve  as  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  chief  executive  until  that  position  is 
filled.  She  will  not  be  a  candidate  for  the 
position. 

Saying  she  is  honored  to  serve  in  the 
interim,  Ms.  Dauway  pointed  to  maintain¬ 


ing  momentum  for  strategic  planning  as  a 
key  goal. 

“I’m  challenged  by  the  opportunity  to 
continue  moving  us  forward  in  our  journey 
of  envisioning  the  future,”  she  said.  “I’m 
excited  about  new  ways  of  working  that 
will  help  us  bring  together  the  sacred  and 
the  political.  We  continue  to  develop  our 
understanding  of  our  sacred  calling  as  we 
meld  that  with  our  absolute  Christian  obli¬ 
gation  to  act  through  Christian  mission.” 

Ms.  Dauway  will  oversee  changes  in 
division  staffing  set  in  motion  by  recent 
strategic  planning  and  budgeting  decisions 
that  more  fully  integrate  United  Methodist 
Women’s  national  and  international  mis¬ 
sion  outreach. 

“We  have  bountiful  resources,”  she 
said.  “We  need  to  use  them  well.  That 
includes  tying  national  and  international 
ministries  closer  together  as  we  look  at 
issues  impacting  women,  children  and 
youth  globally.  Domestic  issues  and  world 
issues  are  not  separate.” 

As  head  of  the  division’s  section  on 
Christian  social  responsibility,  Ms.  Dauway 
oversees  work  on  racial  justice;  women’s 
concerns;  ecumenical  relationships;  public 
policy;  development  education  and  action; 
children,  youth  and  family  advocacy;  and 


the  United  Nations  and  international 
affairs. 

Before  coming  to  the  Women’s 
Division,  Ms.  Dauway  was  the  associate 
for  inclusiveness  and  justice  for  the 
National  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
the  USA.  Her  responsibilities  included 
monitoring  the  programs  and  policies  of 
the  council  for  the  presence  of  racism,  sex¬ 
ism  and  classism;  assisting  the  council’s 
constituency  in  working  toward  inter-ethnic 
solidarity;  and  developing  strategies  for 
eliminating  barriers  to  inclusiveness  in 
church  structures. 

Ms.  Dauway  has  traveled  throughout 
North  America,  Africa,  Europe,  Asia  and 
Latin  America  examining  cultural  differ¬ 
ences,  the  varying  nature  of  conflicts,  and 
developing  training  resources  for  churches 
and  non-profit  institutions.  She  has  a  bach¬ 
elor’s  degree  in  psychology  and  graduate 
studies  in  educational  administration. 

She  is  a  member  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  World  Council  of 
Churches. 

Sung-ok  Lee,  executive  staff  of  the 
Women’s  Division’s  Section  of  Christian 
Social  Responsibility,  will  lead  the  section 
during  the  time  Ms.  Dauway  serves  as  the 
division  chief  executive. 


UMW  Sunday  set  for  January  28 

Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist 
Women  will  celebrate  UMW  Sunday  on 
January  28,  2007.  The  2007  theme,  “Rise! 

Shine!  Glorify  God!”  is  an  invitation  to 
membership  in  an  organization  of  women 
who  are  advocates  for  women,  children 
and  youth.  God  calls  us  to  rise,  shine  and 
glorify  Him  in  Mission. 

United  Methodist  Women  is  a  member¬ 
ship  organization  comprising  close  to  1- 
million  members  across  the  United  States. 

Any  woman  committing  herself  to  the 
PURPOSE  of  the  organization  can  be  a 
member.  Women  are  invited  to  be 
involved  in  leadership  at  the  local,  district, 
conference,  jurisdiction  or  national  level. 

The  total  program  of  United  Methodist 
Women  and  the  Women’s  Division  is  mis¬ 
sion.  This  includes  individual  growth,  spiri¬ 
tual  enrichment,  education  for  mission, 
social  issues  awareness,  leadership  devel¬ 
opment,  schools  and  workshops,  and  finan¬ 
cial  support  for  mission  programs  and  proj¬ 
ects  throughout  the  U.S.  and  around  the 
world.  True  to  our  Wesleyan  heritage,  mis¬ 
sion  cannot  be  solely  charity,  but  involves 
empowerment  and  advocacy  for  social 
change.  By  combining  the  two,  we  can  be 
witnesses  to  the  love  and  life  of  Jesus 
Christ. 

Our  Conference  goals  for  2007  are  to 
increase  membership  by  seeking  to  charter 
new  units  in  churches  where  units  do  not 
exist  or  revitalize  units  with  limited 
resources,  create  more  District  units  to 
include  at  least  one  prison  unit,  and  create 
teen,  college/university  age  and  newly 
retired  women’s  circles  in  each  District. 


2007 

Conference  UMW  Calendar 

January  14 

Program  Committee 

July  1 7  UMW  Conf.  Executive 

January  28 

UMW  Sunday 

Committee  Meeting, 

Wesley  Center 

February  22 

Mid-Year  Executive 

July  18-21  UMW  Conf.  School  of 

Committee  Meeting 

Christian  Mission, 

February  23-24  UMW  Conference 

Wesley  Center 

Spiritual  Retreat 

September  20  UMW  Executive 

Committee  Meeting 

March  10 

Concurrent  Finance 

Baton  Rouge 

Membership  & 

September  21-22  LA  Conference  UMW 

Nominations 

34th  Annual 

Committee  Meetings 

Meeting  Broadmoor 

April  21 

Sager  Brown  Open 

UMC  Baton  Rouge 

House — Celebrating 

October  1 3  UMW  District 

140  Years  of  Mission 

Elected  Leaders 

June14-17 

West  Gulf  Regional 

Training  ,TBA 

School  of  Christian 

November  10  Program,  School  of 

Mission, 

Christian  Mission 

Southwestern 

Committees 

College,  Winfield,  KS 

Conference  Officers  Leadership 

Training  Event,  St.  Louis,  MO 

Award  Deadlines 

All  articles  &  news  stories  are  welcomed. 

Send  Information  To  District  Officers: 

This  Newsletter  Insert  is  published 

Membership,  Nurture,  Outreach: 

Four  times  a  year  in  the  Louisiana  Now! 

UMW  Sunday — After  event 

Due  Dates  for  Articles/News: 

Woman  in  Mission 

January  Newsletter — Due  Nov.  20,  2006 

Nominees — June  1st 

May  Newsletter — Due  March  26,  2007 

Social  Action: 

August  Newsletter — Due  July  9,  2007 

Charter  for  Racial  Justice — June  1  st 

Nov.  Newsletter — Due  Oct.  8,  2007 

Estelle  Dameron  Scholarships: 

First-Timers  Only — June  1st 

Send  your  article(s)  to 

Education  &  Interpretation: 

Mission  Studies  &  Mission 

Mary  Quinones 

Today  Units — August  1st 

4904  Bissonet  Dr. 

For  All  above  forms,  contact  District  Officers 

Metairie,  LA  70003 

or  download  from  UMW  Website: 

Email —  pmquinones2@aol.com 

www.la-umc.org/laity/umwomen 


UMW  Sunday  is  a  unique  opportunity 
to  celebrate  membership  and  invite  others 
to  join.  The  Conference  UMW  celebration 
is  made  special  with  the  purchase  and 
wearing  of  UMW  Ribbons,  available  to 
local  units  by  contacting  District  UMW 
Treasurers.  UMW  Ribbons  have  become 
collectors  items.  Interested  women  are  wel¬ 
come  to  join  their  local  church  unit,  charge 
group,  or  to  become  a  District  member 
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Set  the  students  in 
your  congregation 


2007  Scholarshi 

&  Other 

Important  Stuff 


on  the  right  path 
with  a  copy  of 
C  ollege  Bound. 

1  lere’s  \\  hat 
they" II  get: 


Valuable  information  about 
choosing  a  college  ' 

A  listing  of  United  Methodist- 
related  colleges  universities 
Information  about  loans  &  ^ 

scholarships  , 

For  more  information,  call  toll 
free  1-800-672-1789  and  order 

item  #0-938162-97-7 
Price:  SI. 00  each. 

plus  shipping  and  handling 


rv 

v  d  • 


Information 


Wesley  Center, 

Woodworth,  Louisiana 

$75.00  Before  Deadline 
#1  February  2nd  -  4th,  2007 
#2  February  9th  -  11th,  2007 
Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  January  26th,  2007 
REGISTER  ONLINE  AT:  http://www.la-umc.org/youtWsrhiretreat.php 


con*'rma*|'o#|  A 

<v°Vth  the  B,sh°/>  ° 


rday,  M 

10:00  a.m. -3:00  p.m. 

Registration  begins  at  9:15  am  &  Program  starts  at  10:00  am 
Cost  is  $20.00  per  person 

For  further  information,  call  225-346-1646  or  1-888-239-5286 
Get  form  or  register  online  at:  http://www.la-umc.org/youth/confday.php 
REGISTRATIONS/CHANGES  AFTER  MARCH  16TH  WILL  BE  ACCEPTED 
ON  A  SPACE  AVAILABLE  BASIS  AND  WILL  BE  ASSESSED  A  $12.00  LATE  FEE. 


Scholarships  Available  from  The  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 

Scholarship  Application  Deadline  Who  may  apply? 

Allan  Jerome  Burry  Scholarship  an  active,  full  member  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  for  at  least  three  years  and  be  nominated  by  their  campus 


Brandenburg 

HANA 

Ethnic 


February  1 

March  1 
April  1 
May  1 


Gift  of  Hope  May  1 


ministry  unit  or  college  chaplain,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S.  OR  a  member  of  a  Central  Conference  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  have  a  B+  (3.5)  cumulative  academic  average,  document  financial  need 
Graduate  program  for  students  35  years  of  age  or  older 

Hispanic,  Asian,  Native  American  or  Pacific  Islander  students  who  are  juniors  or  seniors  in  college  OR  graduate  students 
Hispanic,  Asian,  Native  American,  Pacific  Islander  or  Black  undergraduate  students 
For  students  at  any  accredited  college  who  have  shown  leadership  within  the  U  M  Church 
Helen  &  Allen  Brown  Scholarship  an  active  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  three  years,  and  currently  a  member  of  a  UMC  in  the  New  Orleans  District, 

Louisiana  Conference  or  the  Nashville  District  of  the  Tennessee  Conference  prior  to  applying,  be  recommended  by  their 
pastor,  have  B  (3.0)  average  or  above,  able  to  demonstrate  financial  need,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

Ernest  I.  &  Eurice  Miller  Bass  Scholarship  an  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application, enrolled  full  time  in  an  accredited 
June  1  institution,  working  on  an  undergraduate  degree,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

The  Priscilla  R.  Morton  Scholarshipan  active,  full  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year  prior  to  application,  enrolled  in  an  accredited  institution 
June  1  working  toward  a  degree,  a  citizen/permanent  resident  of  the  U.S. 

The  Edith  M.  Allen  Scholarship  enrolled  at  a  United  Methodist  college  or  university,  have  a  B+  average,  be  an  active,  full  member  of  The 

June  1  UMC  for  at  least  three  years,  be  recognized  as  one  whose  academic  and  vocational  contributions  will  help  improve  the 

quality  of  life  for  others 

General  June  1  If  student  does  not  qualify  for  any  of  the  above  scholarships,  request  a  General  Application.  Criteria  varies  -  from  wills  and  annuities 

Web  Site  -  https://secure2.tallent.com/gbhem/scholarshipApp.asp 
For  Additional  Information,  Write,  Phone  Or  Email  To: 

Write:  General  Board  Of  Higher  Education  And  Ministry  -  Office  Of  Loans  And  Scholarships  P.O.  Box  340007,  Nashville  TN  37203-0007 
Telephone:  Scholarship  Department  615/340-7344  Loan  Department  615/340-7346 

Email:  Scholarships  -  umscholar@gbhem.org  Loans  -  umloans@gbhem.org 
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LA  Annual  Conference 
United  Methodist  Merit  Scholarship 
Deadline  -  April  15th 

For  APPLICATION  or  INFORMATION  CONTACT: 

Rev.  Don  Ross 

1600  Horseshoe  Drive,  Alexandria,  Louisiana  71301 

J\  Email:  rdon.ross@gmail.com 
^  Phone:  318-442-1984 

or  download  application  from 
www.la-umc.org/youth/scholarship.php 


(t  National  United  Methodist  Youth  Scholarships 

J|  For  Entering  Freshmen  -  Ethnic  Students 

The  Richard  S.  Smith  Scholarship  -  June  1st 

and 

il  The  David  W.  Self  Scholarship  -  June  1st 
Download  Application  at: 

http://www.gbod.org/youngpeople/grants/grants.htm 
OR  Contact: 

The  Division  on  Ministries  with  Young  People 
P.0.  Box  340003  Nashville,  TN  37203-0003 

(877)  279-6087  extension  7079 


For  Financial  Aid  &  Admissions  Information 
From  One  Of  Louisiana's  United  Methodist 
Related  Institutions 
Contact: 

Centenary  College  Dillard  University 


Office  Of  Admissions 
2911  Centenary  Boulevard 
Shreveport,  La  71104 
(318)  869-5137 
(800)  234-4448 
Web:  www.Centenary.Edu 


Financial  Aid  Office 

2601  Gentilly  Blvd 

New  Orleans,  LA  70122 

(504)  571-2160 

(888)  888-2897 

Web:  www.Dillard.Edu 


E-Mail:  Admissions@Centenary.Edu  E-Mail:  jlyons@dillard.edu 


2007  Scholarsb 


You  can  als< 


f 


N 


United  Methodist  Communications  offers 
undergraduate  &  post  graduate  scholarships  &  fellowships 
for  those  interested  in  the  area  of  Religious  Journalism 

The  Stoody-West  Fellowship 

http://www.umcom.org/media/pdf/scholarships/SW.pdf 
Leonard  M.  Perryman  Communications  Scholarship  for 

Ethnic  Minority  Students 

https://secure.umcom.org/secureforms/CRT/LeonardPerryman.pdf 
Judy  Weidman  Racial  Ethnic  Minority  Fellowship 
http:/ /crt. umc.org/ rem 

To  receive  an  application  packet,  or  information 
i .  contact: 

A\  UMCOM 

1^1  P.O.  Box  320 

Nashville,  TN  37202-0320 
Tollfree  -  888-278-4862 
I  E-mail:  scholarships@umcom.org 


Handbook  of  U  M-Related  Schools, 
Colleges,  Universities  &  Theological  Schools 


The  Handbook  is  a  300  page  book  providing  two  pages  of  infor¬ 
mation  about  each  of  United  Methodism's  123  institutions,  a 
chart  indicating  major  areas  of  study,  information  about  United 
Methodist  loan  and  scholarship  programs,  and  information  about 

how  to  select  a  college. 

Ask  to  borrow  your  pastor's  or  District  Superintendant's  copy 
or  order  your  own  copy  (Item  #  X740534)  from: 

Cokesbury  800-672-1789  www.cokesbury.com 


www.La-UMC.org  -  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Official  Web  Address 
www.gbhem.org/bcf/default.asp  -  The  Black  College  Fund 
www.UMC.org  -  Official  Website  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
www.gbod.org/youngpeople/  -  Help  in  finding  youth  ministry  resources  or  underg 
www.gbhem.org  -  The  United  Methodist  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and 
www.ileadyouth.com  -  Helping  youth  become  fully-devoted  disciples  of  Jesus  Ct 
www.Cokesbury.com  -  Cokesbury  is  the  retail  division  of  The  United  Methodist  F 

Bible  Study,  Sunday  School  Curriculum 


Louisiana  Office  of  Student  Financial  Assistance,  Write  -  P.O.  Box  91202,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
Tuition  Opportunity  Program  for  Students  (TOPS).  HttPS://osfantwe8x>sfastateJaus/roi 
fastweb  Information  on  of  local  scholarships,  national  scholarships  and  college-specific  s 
U.S.  Department  of  Education  FREE  Application  for  Federal  Student  Aid  Web  Site.  2006-20( 
The  American  Legion  National  High  School  Oratorical  Contest;  American  ieG»n,  p.  o.  Box  K 
httP;//wwvi».ameriCanism-alwax>rG/0RA%20Home%20PaGejrtm 
AMVETS  Memorial  Scholarships  (for  GraDuatinG  ngh  school  CMPren  of  veterans);  amvfts  Na 
Lanham.  MP  20706.  http://MnNW.amvets.orG/Assets/Ptfs/AmeriCanisnCssayFOrm.PPf 
Coca-Cola  Scholars  Foundation.  3060  Peachtree  up.  nw.  suite  1000,  Atlanta,  ga  30305. 

httPS:/ Avww.coca-colaschoiarsorG/cokeweB^sP/sct>oiars/lnPexjsp 
Elks  Local  and  National  Scholarships:  Get  formation  at  httP-.//www.elks.orG/enf/sCholars/c 
National  Future  Farmers  of  America  Center  schoiarsw  office,  p.  o.  Box  ISI60, 5632  Mt.  vem 
httP://Mftvw.ffax>rG/Pr OGrams /scholar  sh?s/w>exhtml 
Tylenol  Scholarship  Fund;  P.  o.  Box  4396,  Pept.  s.c„  nonticeuo,  m  55365.  http://scholarsw.tyl 
Voice  of  Democracy  Scholarship  Program:  vfw.  406  w.  34th  St,  Kansas  city,  mo  64m 

httP-.//www.vfworG/inPex.cfm?fa=cmtyJevetctc*>=T836£CfiP=386l074^cft0Ken=66992Sl: 

outh  Writing  Contest;  Gu*>eP0sts,  16  F-  34th  St,  New  York,  ny  10016.  http://www.free-4u.com, 
National  Honor  Society;  National  Association  of  seconPary  school  Pimcrais,  1904  Association 
About  College  httP-.//www.coleGesa\/r»GsorG/ 

College  Is  Possible  httr.//www.coleGeisPOss»leorG/ 


Expressly  for  Centenary  or  Dillard  Students 


Daughenbaugh  Matheny 
Scholarships 


,  Deadline  -  March  1st 
For  Information  Contact: 
Sarah  Kreutziger 
Associate  Lay  Leader 
504-840-6555 
skreutfa  tulane.edu 


JL 
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Lip  Information 

o  find  Scholarship  Information  at  www.la-umc.org/youth/scholarship.php 

^  ^  2007  Double  or  Triple  Your  Dollars  for  Scholars  Application  ' 

UMHEF  will  provide  a  $1,000  matching  scholarship  to  325  eligible  applicants  (including  25  scholarships  designated  for  Hispanic*,  Asian-,  and 
Native-American  [HANA]  students  funded  by  the  General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry).  The  sponsoring  church  must  remit  a  check 
payable  to  UMHEF  for  $1,000  with  the  completed  application  form.  Candidates  must  be  U.  S.  citizens  enrolled  or  enrolling  as  a  full-time  student, 
fall  2007,  in  a  UM-related  college,  university,  or  seminary  and  be  an  active  member  of  The  UMC  for  at  least  one  year.  Doctoral  candidates  are  not 
eligible.  Upon  verification  of  full-time  enrollment,  UMHEF  will  transfer  $2,000  to  the  institution.  Only  one  application  per  church,  or  per  student 
will  be  accepted.  Certain  Schools  will  add  $1,000,  in  effect  “Tripling  Your  Dollars.”  Check  the  application  for  a  list  of  the  participating  schools. 

Applications  may  be  obtained  between  December  1,  2006  thru  February  I,  2007  from 

The  United  Methodist  Higher  Education  Foundation 

Web  address:  http://www.umhef.org/pdf_library/2007UMdollars.pdf  P.O.  Box  340005  Nashville,  TN  37203-0005. 


www.La-UMC.org/youth  -  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  YOUTH  Web  Address 


rad  scholarships. 

I  Ministry  is  the  agency  for  educational,  institutional,  &  ministerial  leadership, 
irist.  You  will  find  resources  to  work  with  the  youth  in  your  congregation. 
5ublishing  House  &  offers  products  such  as:  Books  &  Bibles,  Sermon  Resources, 


70821-9202,  Call  (800)  259-5626  Ext.  1012,  Internet  -  www.osfa.state.la.us 
‘sportnsf/ 

cholarships.  http://www.fastwe8.conL/ 

)7  FAFSA  on  the  Web  Applications  by  midnight  CDT,  July  2,  2007.  http://www.fafsa.ed.gov/ 
IS5,  mwanapolis,  M  48206. 

tional  HeaPQuarters;  Attn:  scholarships.  4647  ForBes  WvP. 


KJrsChotarsNPs.Cfm 

on  Memorial  HiGhway,  Alexandria,  va  22309. 
enoicom/ 


«u»eposWm 

Pr „  Reston,  va  22091  http://www.nhs .us/s  nhs/JTdex.asp 


For  Seminary  Students  From  Louisiana 
Service  Loan  Program 

To  qualify  for  the  Service  Loan  Program,  recipients  must  comply  with  the 
Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  procedure  to  become  a  certified  candidate  for 
ordained  ministry  within  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

For  more  information,  contact  the  candidacy  registrar,  Rev.  John  Edd 
Harper,  at  225-346-1646  or  email:  johnedd@bellsouth.net 
For  additional  loan  information,  contact: 

Trade  Wharton 

8337  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
(225)  346-1535  or  1-800-256-9317  Email:  twharton@umf.org 


ce  of  Loans  and  Scholarships 

General  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry 
The  United  Methodist  Church 

P.  O.  Box  340007  Nashville, TN  37203-0007 

Web  site  www.gbhem.org 
artment  615-340-7346  Scholarship  Department  615-340-7344 


j.  BEVERLY  BOND  MEMORIAL 
SCHOLARSHIP 

Deadline  -  May  1st 

For  those  interested  in  a  Christian  Vocation 
Contact: 

Jefferson  United  Methodist  Church 
10328  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 


Georgia  Harkness  Scholarship 
Program 

is  available  for  women  over  35  who  have  received  a  bachelor  of  arts  or 
equivalent  degree,  are  enrolled  full  time  in  a  University 
Senate  accredited  school  of  theology  in  the  master  of  divinity 
ljr|  program,  and  who  are  currently  certified  as  candidates  for 
ordained  ministry  as  an  elder  in  The  United  Methodist 
ll  Church.  This  program  offers  10  scholarships  at  $5,000  each  to 
be  awarded  each  year  by  the  first  of  June.  The  deadline  for  the 
applications  is  March  1st.  Applications  and  more  information  about  the 
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Devozine  celebrates  a  new  year  with  a  new  look 


Upper  Room  Ministries  has  given  its 
devotional  lifestyle  magazine  for  teens  a 
new  look. 

Devozine  is  a  devotional  lifestyle  maga¬ 
zine  for  teens  by  teens.  “We  gave  our 
young  people  the  chance  to  completely 
redesign  Devo’zine said  the  Rev.  Karen 
Greendwalt,  top  executive  for  the  General 
Board  of  Discipleship. 

“Our  editors  and  staff  really  listened  to 
what  young  people  had  to  say  about  the 
magazine  and  made  the  needed  design 
changes,”  she  said. 

“Hundreds  of  readers  told  us  what  they 
wanted  in  a  teen  devotional  magazine,” 
says  Editor  Sandy  Miller. 

“It  was  both  fun  and  inspiring  to  listen 
to  ideas  the  young  people  had  about  how  to 
redesign  Devo’Zine.” 

Devozine  encourages  and  challenges 
young  people  to  develop  a  lifestyle  of 
devotion  to  God,  to  be  in  community  with 
Christian  young  people  around  the  word, 
and  find  new  ways  to  express  and  live  out 
their  faith,”  says  Miller. 

The  remix  includes  fun  and  edgy  con¬ 
tent  that  makes  teens  think  and  practices 
and  rituals  that  “help  them  find  a  real  God 
in  the  down-and  dirty  of  life.” 

The  lifestyle  section  features  reviews  of 


music,  movies,  books,  gear,  fashion  and 
gadgets  as  well  as  profiles  of  teens  and 
celebrities  dealing  with  life  and  faith. 

Among  the  suggestions  incorporated  in 
the  new  design  features  are: 

A  catchy  cover  that’s  more  like  a  maga¬ 
zine 

Fresh  logo  that  says  it’s  for  teens 

Same  solid  devotional  content 

Something  to  read  each  day 

More  scripture — longer  passages 

More  space  to  give  the  magazine  a 
more  open  and  inviting  design 

Cleaner,  simpler  layout  but  with  varia¬ 
tion 

Articles  that  deal  honestly  with  tough 
issues  youth  face 

More  teen  faces  and  diversity  of  teen 
culture 

An  index  with  teen-friendly  categories. 

The  re-design  took  effect  with  the 
January-February  2007  issue. 

A  ministry  of  The  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  Upper  Room  Ministries  is  an  ecu¬ 
menical  organization  that  produces 
resources  for  encouraging  deeper  spiritual 
formation  More  information  about 
devozine  and  other  Upper  Room  resources 
can  be  found  online  at  www.devozine.org. 


Hope  Ministries  seeks 
Executive  Assistant 

United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries,  a 
faith-based,  non-profit  organization  located 
in  North  Baton  Rouge,  is  seeking  a  pre¬ 
mier  Executive  Assistant  for  this  very 
important  position.  The  qualified  candidate 
for  this  position  must  be  self-motivated  yet 
able  to  work  well  as  part  of  a  cross-func¬ 
tional  team.  He  or  she  must  be  detail  ori¬ 
ented,  flexible,  energetic,  professional  and 
outgoing,  and  have  a  good  sense  of  humor. 
If  you  have  what  it  takes,  keep  reading! 

Duties  include  working  closely  with 
Executive  Director  and  Board  of  Directors, 
assisting  with  grant  administration,  main¬ 
taining  insurance  records,  managing  ven¬ 
dor  relationships,  and  planning 
meetings/events  as  well  as  general  clerical 
tasks  such  as  maintaining  database,  routing 
telephone  calls,  processing  incoming  and 
outgoing  mail,  and  running  daily  agency 
errands.  The  desire  to  work  in  a  fast¬ 
growing  community  service  organization  is 
a  must  and  non-profit  experience  is  a  plus. 
Position  requires  3-5  years  executive-level 
administrative  experience,  excellent  com¬ 
puter  skills  and  expertise  with  MS  Office. 

No  telephone  calls,  please.  Qualified 
applicants  should  fax  or  email  a  cover  let¬ 
ter  articulating  why  you  are  the  person  for 
this  position,  a  resume  and  salary  require¬ 
ments  to  fax:  225-357-6351  or  e-mail 
rcrafl@hopeministriesbr.org 

Open  Hearts. 

Open  Minds. 

Open  Doors. 

Bring  a  friend  to 
church 


BUDGET  COURSE 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


(800)  256-93 17  or 
(225)  346-1535 
www.umf.org 


$9,000.00 

The  average  amount  of 
credit  card  debt  per  household 
in  the  U.S. 


Has  your  holiday  shopping  caught  up  with 
you?  Acquire  the  skills  you  need  to  control 
your  finances  rather  than  allowing  your 
finances  to  control  you! 

The  Good  $ense  Budget  Course  is  a 

six-hour  workshop  presented  at  local 
United  Methodist  churches.  For  the 
nominal  price  of  a  workbook,  Good  $ense 
can  help  you: 

■  Prioritize  your  financial  goals 

■  Develop  a  personalized  spending  plan 

■  Identify  steps  to  reduce  expenses 

■  Learn  how  to  reduce  debt 

■  Apply  God’s  principles  of  stewardship 
to  everyday  life 

Call  the  United  Methodist  Foundation 
office  to  find  out  where  Good  $ense 
is  being  offered  near  you! 
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New  UMC  website  to  offer  more  services,  create  communities 


BY  LINDA  GREEN 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Communications  relaunched  the 
denomination’s  Web  site  to  become  the 
“front  door”  to  the  online  faith  community 
in  early  January. 

UMC.org  has  been  retooled  to  incorpo¬ 


rate  innovative  technologies  to  bring  peo¬ 
ple  together  in  new  ways. 

The  first  large-scale  social  networking 
site  developed  by  a  mainline  denomination, 
UMC.org’s  online  community  has  been 
designed  to  foster  meaningful  relationships 
within  the  global  church  community  and  to 


allow  people  to  connect  with  the  church 
seven  days  a  week  from  wherever  they 
might  be. 

“The  new  design  was  necessary  as  the 
Web  transforms  to  become  a  part  of  the 

See  Web  site,  page  3 


Disaster  Recovery 


Ray  Oxindine  (left)  and  Eddie  Gibson  build  new  cabinets  for  homeowner  Donna  Naquin  (in  background).  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Darlene  Jacobs. 

Mission  team  helps  Native  Americans  on  Gulf  Coast 


Native  American  communities  in 
Louisiana  and  Mississippi  still  reeling 
from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
received  a  third  visit  by  a  United 
Methodist  Native  American  disaster  relief 
team. 

“It’s  a  God  thing  that  they  are  willing 
to  come  to  our  community,”  said  the  Rev. 
Kirby  Verret,  pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Dulac,  La. 

A  10-member  team  from  the 
Southeast  Jurisdiction  celebrated  the  New 


Year  with  their  native  brothers  and  sisters 
from  Dec.  29-Jan.  4,  said  Darlene  Jacobs, 
executive  director  of  the  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Agency  for  Native 
American  Ministries  at  Lake  Junaluska, 
N.C.  A  team  traveled  to  the  Gulf  Coast 
after  the  hurricanes  hit  in  November 
2005  and  returned  in  April  2006. 

“Many  Native  Americans  live  in 
poverty,  and  it  has  been  my  experience 
that  we  need  to  be  intentional  in  minister¬ 
ing  to  our  native  brothers  and  sisters 


because  many  times  they  get  overlooked 
when  a  crisis  of  this  magnitude  occurs,” 
Jacobs  said. 

In  addition  to  recovery  work  on 
homes,  the  team  led  a  spiritual  revival  for 
the  community  at  Clanton  Chapel. 

“We  need  help  in  every  way,  but  we 
don't  need  to  forget  our  focus  and 
Creator,  and  that  is  God!”  said  Verret. 

“He  continues  to  bless  us  in  so  many 
ways  and  opening  doors  for  our  commu- 
See  Dulac,  page  3 
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The  Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  pastor  of  Windsor  Village  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Houston,  preaches  at  the  Convocation  of  African  American  Churches  in  Dallas.  More 
than  500  United  Methodist  pastors  and  church  leaders  gathered  in  Dallas  Jan.  3-6.  The 
event,  themed,  "Focusing  on  Healthy  Connections:  Spirit,  Body,  and  Mind,"  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  and  hosted  by  St.  Luke 
"Community"  United  Methodist  Church.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Jeanette  Pinkston. 


Prayer  retreat  scheduled  in  March 


The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership 
and  the  Board  of 
Church  and  Society 
will  offer  Praying 
for  Peace  and 
Justice,  a  retreat 
scheduled  for 
March  13-16  at  The 
Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth.  Rev. 

Jane  E.  Vennard  will  facilitate  the  event. 

Vennard  serves  as  an  adjunct  faculty 
member  at  the  Iliff  School  of  Theology 
in  Denver,  Colorado.  She  tells  us,  “This 
retreat  is  for  anyone  who  feels  the  call 
of  a  hurting  world  and  desires  to 
respond  faithfully  and  prayerfully. 


Wherever  we  are  in  our  own  lives, 
whatever  our  experiences,  gifts  and 
callings,  we  will  leam  from  one  another 
what  it  might  mean  to  become  contem¬ 
plative  activists  or  active  contempla- 
tives,  integrating  our  desire  for  God 
with  our  commitment  to  making  this 
world  a  better  place.” 

The  registration  fee  of  $250  covers 
all  expenses  of  the  retreat.  The  number 
of  participants  is  limited  to  30.  Contact 
Carole  Cotton  Winn  at  (985)  639-9531 
cottonwinn@bellsouth.net  or  Linda 
Gregg  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
lgregg3@bellsouth.net  for  additional 
information  and  to  request  your  regis¬ 
tration  form. 


Rev  Jane  Vennard 


Conference  board  meetings  to  be  held  June  4 


The  2007  La.  Annual  Conference  is 
slated  for  June  3-6  at  the  RiverCenter  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Annual  board  and  committee 
meetings  have  been  scheduled  for  Monday, 
June  4  from  8  -  9:30  a.m. 

Those  organizing  meetings  must  reserve 
a  room  to  be  sure  of  a  spot.  Please  contact 
Rhonda  Whitley  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
rkwhitley@bellsouth.net  to  let  her  know 


whether  or  not  your  board  plans  to  meet 
during  Annual  Conference  so  that  she  can 
schedule  facilities  with  the  RiverCenter. 
She  will  need  to  know  the  beginning  and 
end  time  of  your  meeting  and  the  number 
of  persons  expected.  Chairpersons  should 
notify  members  of  their  board  or  commit¬ 
tee  to  inform  them  of  the  meeting.  Please 
contact  Rhonda  by  April  1 6. 


Sometimes  pastors  need  to  call  'time  out 


BY  JEANETTE  PINKSTON 

DALLAS  (UMNS)  -  The  Rev.  Freddie 
Haynes  has  a  message  for  busy  pastors:  “If 
you  want  to  walk  on  water,  you  need  to 
call  a  time-out.” 

Haynes,  pastor  of  Friendship  West 
Baptist  Church  in  Dallas,  was  speaking  to 
more  than  500  participants  attending  the 
Convocation  for  Pastors  of  African 
American  Churches,  sponsored  by  the 
United  Methodist  Church’s  Board  of 
Discipleship.  He  took  his  text  from 
Matthew  14:22-23. 

“In  verse  22,  Jesus  dismisses  the  crowd 
and  calls  a  time-out,”  he  said.  “Ego  will 
cause  you  to  kick  it  with  the  crowd,  rather 
than  dismiss  the  crowd.  Jesus  had  sense 
enough  to  call  time  out.” 

When  Jesus  went  to  the  mountain,  he 
came  down  with  more  power.  In  this  text, 
he  came  down  and  walked  on  water, 
Haynes  said. 

Using  a  NASCAR  racing  analogy, 
Haynes  reminded  pastors  that  they,  too, 
must  call  a  time-out  to  get  refueled.  “If  you 
call  time  out  when  it’s  calm,  God  will  keep 
you  calm  in  the  storm,”  he  said. 

The  convocation,  held  Jan.  3-6,  was 
designed  to  help  United  Methodist  pastors 
and  leaders  of  African-American  congrega¬ 
tions  be  intentional  about  focusing  on 
healthy  options  that  connect  spirit,  body 
and  mind.  (See  “Convocation  for  pastors 
focuses  on  healthy  connections,”  1/1 1/07) 

The  Rev.  Kirbyjon  Caldwell,  pastor  of 
Windsor  Village  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houston,  Texas,  inspired  the  gathering 
with  a  sermon  on  the  “Mindset  of  a 
Winner.  “ 

To  illustrate  how  a  winner  thinks, 
Caldwell  showed  video  clips  from  the  1976 
World  Series  baseball  game  in  which 


Reggie  Jackson  hit  four  home  runs  in  a 
row,  and  the  boxing  match  between  Mike 
Tyson  and  Buster  Douglass  to  demonstrate 
what  to  do  when  you  get  knocked  down. 

“When  you  have  a  winner’s  mentality, 
you  have  to  know  how  to  get  up.  When 
you  get  knocked  down,  stay  there  for  a 
while,  “  he  said. 

Quoting  favorite  Scriptures,  he  remind¬ 
ed  the  group  of  the  importance  of  walking 
with  the  Lord  and  reading  the  Bible. 

“From  this  day  forward  (you  can 
declare),  I  will  get  what  I  fight  for.  I  will 
fight  for  my  health.  I  will  fight  for  my 
equilibrium.  I  will  fight  for  my  family.  I 
will  fight  for  a  balanced  life.  I  will  fight  for 
an  equitable  compensation  package,  “ 
Caldwell  said. 

Convocation  participants  went  to  St. 
Luke  “Community”  United  Methodist 
Church  for  dinner  and  an  evening  worship 
and  communion  service,  where  the  Rev. 
Gregory  Palmer,  resident  bishop  of  the 
Iowa  Area,  preached  from  Matthew  26:26. 

“The  hopes  and  fears  of  all  the  years  are 
met  in  the  cross  of  Calvary.  Hope  and  fear 
came  together  on  Calvary’s  cross,”  he  said. 
“We  were  dead  in  our  trespasses,  but  in 
Christ,  we  have  been  made  alive.  “ 

Participants  could  choose  from  a  variety 
of  workshops,  including  clergy  self-care, 
managing  anger  and  stress,  preparing  for 
the  future,  faces  of  depression,  the  prayer 
experience,  healthy  congregations,  recog¬ 
nizing  and  responding  to  burnout,  exercise, 
nutrition  and  good  health,  healthy  sexuali¬ 
ty,  and  balancing  ministry  and  family. 

This  was  the  fifth  annual  convocation 
for  pastors  of  African-American  congrega¬ 
tions  sponsored  by  the  Board  of 
Discipleship. 


Children's  Home 

United  Methodists  have  an  opportunity 
to  leam  more  about  the  La.  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  at  a  compli¬ 
mentary  breakfast  slated  for  April  24  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

La.  State  Senator  Randy  Ewing,  master 
of  ceremonies,  will  introduce  Dr.  Terrel  De 
Ville,  CEO  and  president  of  the  Children’s 
Home,  to  a  breakfast  crowd  of  nearly  500 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  Select,  located  off 
College  Dr.  near  Interstate  1 0.  The  event  is 
from  7-8:15  a.m. 

De  Ville  and  members  of  his  staff  will 
share  the  latest  information  about  the 
Children’s  Home,  including  the  upcoming 


breakfast  slated 

expansion  of  their  programs  and  services  in 
south  Louisiana. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Larry 
Miller  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  part  of 
the  program.  Music  will  be  performed  by 
the  Children’s  Choir  from  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Testimonies  and  success  stories  from 
persons  served  by  the  Children’s  Home 
will  also  be  shared. 

For  more  information,  or  to  make  a 
reservation,  contact  Douglas  Hall  at  (985) 
860-5247. 
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Don  Cottrill 
Betty  Backstrom 


Resident  Bishop 

Provost 

Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


JANUARY  26, 2007 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


3 


Web  site,  from  page  1 

fabric  of  our  lives,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Hollon,  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodist  Communications. 

Since  the  Web  is  the  place  people  go  to 
for  information,  connection  and  recreation, 
it's  important  for  the  church  to  be  in  the 
environments  where  people  seek  to  find 
meaning  today,  Hollon  said. 

The  site  design  team  conducted  inter¬ 
views  with  more  than  250  members,  lead¬ 
ers  and  seekers  around  the  world  during 
the  research  phase  of  the  redesign. 

When  the  switch  is  flipped  in  early 
January,  the  new  site  will  enable  individu¬ 
als  to  access  the  church’s  resources,  find  a 
church  in  any  community  in  the  United 
States,  identify  personal  spiritual  gifts  and 
share  prayer  concerns  with  others. 

The  new  UMC.org  has  been  designed  to 
meet  the  needs  of  a  large,  diverse  audience 
and  to  make  people  feel  welcome,  as  if 
they  are  walking  into  a  church,  the  design¬ 
ers  on  the  Web  team  said.  It  will  serve  as  a 
single  entranceway  that  provides  access  to 
church  resources  and  offers  visitors  a  close 
look  at  who  United  Methodists  are  as  a 
faith  community. 

“The  site  is  important  to  the  denomina¬ 
tion  because  it  is  the  front  door  online  to 
our  faith  community,”  Hollon  said.  “It  is 
one  of  the  first  places  people  go  to  locate  a 
local  congregation  or  to  discover  tools  for 
leading  more  effectively  or  finding  ways  to 
connect  with  local  congregations  to  live 
more  faithfully.” 

Social  networking  is  becoming  an 
important  way  for  people  to  connect,  learn 
and  interact  with  others  who  share  com¬ 
mon  interests  and  concerns,  he  said.  “As 
the  first  denomination  to  offer  social  net¬ 
working  on  a  Web  site  on  this  scale,  it  is 
our  hope  that  users  can  interact  to  grow  in 
their  understanding  of  Christian  faith  and 
in  their  commitment  to  the  church.” 

A  person  visiting  the  “Our  People”  sec¬ 
tion  ofUMC.org  will  meet  the  people  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church  as  well  as 
other  individuals  of  faith  around  the  world, 
hear  their  stories  and  share  personal  experi¬ 
ences.  The  new  site  will  allow  individuals 
to  expand  their  ecumenical  relationships 
and  leam  how  others  are  making  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  world  through  service.  More 
than  60  related  topics  will  provide  opportu¬ 
nities  for  site  visitors  to  join  community 
groups,  talk  and  find  spiritual  gifts  that  will 
benefit  others. 

UMC.org’s  online  community  also  has  a 
needs  registry  through  which  participants 
can  reach  beyond  their  immediate  commu¬ 
nities  to  a  global  audience.  They  can  create 
online  needs  registries  of  the  resources  and 
assistance  they  need,  as  well  as  search  the 
database  for  volunteer  opportunities. 

Similar  to  other  online  social  networks, 
UMC.org’s  online  community  will  allow 
users  to  establish  a  profile  page  with  photo¬ 
graphs  and  personal  information. 

Connections  are  already  occurring 
through  user  groups  for  “UM  101,”  a 
small-group  study  program  about  the 
United  Methodist  Church,  Hollon  said. 
Upon  completing  the  online  course,  many 
participants  continue  to  stay  connected 
with  course  participants  and  share  their 
faith  journeys.  The  course,  offered  by 
United  Methodist  Communications,  was 
developed  before  the  UMC.org  redesign 


Top,  mission  team  members  with  the  United  Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdictional 
Agency  for  Native  American  Ministries  take  time  off  from  repair  work  to  pose  for  a 
group  shot.  A  1 0-member  team  worked  Dec.  29-Jan.  4  to  repair  homes  in  Native 
American  communities  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  still  reeling  from  the  devastation 
caused  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  in  2005.  Above,  George  Locklear  helps  Donna 
Naquin  repair  her  Dulac,  La.,  home  damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina  on  Aug.  29, 2005. The 
mission  team  returned  for  the  third  time  to  Native  American  communities  in  Louisiana 
and  Mississippi  still  recovering  from  the  two  storms.  The  week-long  trip  was  coordinat¬ 
ed  by  the  United  Methodist  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Agency  for  Native  American 
Ministries.  UMNS  photos  by  Darlene  Jacobs 


but  offers  an  example  of  effective  social 
networking. 

“We’ve  also  seen  that  this  does  not 
replace  face-to-face  community  in  local 
congregations;  it  happens  in  addition  to  this 
important  physical  community,”  Hollon 
continued.  “The  church  is,  in  part,  about 
relationships.  We  hope  to  provide  a  means 
for  people  to  relate  to  each  other  about 
faith  and  important  life  concerns  that  will 
encourage  deeper  study  and  engagement  in 
local  congregations,  where  the  faith  is 
transmitted  and  we  each  receive  support  as 
we  grow  in  our  journey  of  faith.” 

The  Web  site’s  “Our  Church”  section 
welcomes  visitors  to  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  gives  glimpses  of  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  work  throughout  the  world.  It 
shows  seekers  how  that  work  is  grounded 
by  a  Wesleyan  heritage  and  a  Methodist 
perspective.  In  addition  to  teaching  United 
Methodist  history,  the  site  incorporates  a 
United  Methodist  global  map  to  highlight 
the  footprints  of  the  denomination  in  the 
world. 

How  United  Methodists  live,  practice, 
and  share  faith  through  action  can  be  found 
in  the  “Our  Faith”  section  of  the  Web  site. 

A  prayer  center  allows  an  individual  to 
submit  a  prayer  request  to  one  of  more 
than  300  covenant  prayer  groups  around 
the  world,  whose  members  will  pray  on  the 
request  for  30  days.  The  center  is  support¬ 
ed  by  the  Upper  Room  Living  Prayer 
Center.  Online  sermons  enable  a  person  to 
leam,  explore  and  grow  in  faith. 

The  area  called  “Our  World”  shows 
how  United  Methodists  are  making  a  dif¬ 
ference  globally  and  domestically. 

The  site  highlights  accomplishments 
and  provides  resources,  volunteer  opportu¬ 
nities  and  infonnation  for  people  who  want 
to  make  a  difference  through  their  local 
church.  Visitors  to  this  section  can  also  find 
the  latest  news  and  information  on  global 
issues  and  programs  such  as  United 
Methodist  global  relief  efforts  and 
HIV/AIDS  and  malaria  prevention  pro¬ 
grams. 

“Our  World”  is  also  the  home  of 
“MethoPedia,”  an  encyclopedia  format 
with  resources  and  news  stories  about  topi¬ 
cal  issues. 

The  redesigned  “Find-A-Church”  fea¬ 
ture  offers  local  churches  an  opportunity  to 
showcase  their  primary  ministries  and  add 
a  personal  welcome  message,  worship 
schedule  and  activities,  photos  of  the 
church  and  its  people,  membership  statis¬ 
tics,  an  interactive  map  and  driving  direc¬ 
tions,  and  more.  Users  can  search  the  data¬ 
base  of  churches  by  geographic  location, 
congregation  size,  language  and  ethnicity 
to  find  a  church  that  meets  their  needs. 

The  “Ask  InfoServ”  section  provides 
answers  to  frequently  asked  questions 
about  the  church  and  allows  users  to  con¬ 
tact  the  denomination’s  official  information 
service  by  e-mail  to  get  their  questions 
answered  directly. 

The  new  search  tool,  supported  by 
Google,  makes  it  easier  to  find  information 
by  enabling  users  to  search  UMC.org  as 
well  as  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ence  and  church  agency  Web  sites.  For  a 
sneak  peek  of  the  new  site,  go  to  UMC.org 
and  click  on  the  flash  box  in  the  middle  of 
the  page,  above  Headlines. 


Dulac,  from  page  1 

nity.  Our  people  are  excited  that  they  (the 
team)  came  back  again,  not  only  to  work 
but  to  hold  a  spiritual  revival  in  our  com¬ 
munity.  This  has  not  happened  before  and 
we  were  thrilled!” 

Team  members  hung  drywall,  built  cab¬ 
inets  and  installed  insulation  for  Donna  and 
Junior  Naquin. 

“Without  their  ministering  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  to  our  family,  we  would  not  be 
able  to  move  into  our  home,”  Donna  said. 
“. . .  If  they  had  not  come,  it  would  be 
another  year  before  we  could  move!” 

“Excitement  and  astonishment  can  best 
describe  this  trip,”  said  Wade  Hunt,  mis¬ 
sion  team  leader  and  a  member  of  Prospect 
United  Methodist  Church  in  the  North 
Carolina  Annual  (regional)  Conference. 
“We  didn’t  have  all  tire  resources  or  mate¬ 
rials  for  the  needed  work.  We  literally  saw 
the  Bible  story  where  Jesus  fed  the  5,000 
with  two  fishes  and  five  loaves  of  bread 
play  out  before  our  very  eyes!” 


The  team  also  worked  on  homes  of  the 
Mississippi  Choctaw  families  living  in  the 
Gulf  region  and  ministered  to  Indian  fami¬ 
lies  who  re-located  to  Alabama  from 
Louisiana. 

Jacobs  said  Native  American  churches 
in  the  Southeast  have  contributed  money, 
resources,  prayers  and  labors  of  love. 

“We  went  to  the  community  to  help,  but 
there  is  the  added  blessing  of  meeting  won¬ 
derful  people,  mission  teams  and  forming 
lifelong  relationships,”  she  said.  “This  is 
what  it  is  all  about  -  the  spiritual,  social, 
physical  and  emotional  care  for  people’s 
lives  and  hearts.” 

The  Southeastern  Jurisdictional  Agency 
for  Native  American  Ministries  is  the  advo¬ 
cate  for  23  Native  American  congregations 
and  three  other  ministries  in  the  region.  For 
additional  information,  contact  Darlene 
Jacobs  at  (888)  825-6316  or 
djacobs@sejumc.org. 
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Church  can  do  more  to  help  poor  in  Africa,  commissioners  find 


Members  of  the  Zimbabwe  Ophans  Endeavor  serve  porridge  to  the  young  children  of 
the  village.  A  UMNS  Photo  by  Linda  Green. 


By  Linda  Green 

MARANGE,  Zimbabwe  (UMNS)  -  The 
daily  life  of  a  rural  African  woman  is 
heavy-laden,  and  the  governing  members 
of  United  Methodist  Communications 
experienced  that  firsthand. 

Members  of  the  Commission  on 
Communication  spent  hours  doing  what  is 
known  in  rural  Africa  as  “woman’s  work.” 
They  hauled  water,  broke  wood  and  built 
fires,  cooked  meals  for  schoolchildren  over 
an  open  flame  and  made  drinks.  They  also 
unloaded  tons  of  staples  and  delivered 
foodstuffs  to  homes  in  the  countryside. 

The  commission  was  in  Zimbabwe  Jan. 
4-11  for  its  first  board  meeting  outside  the 
continental  United  States.  The  members 
observed  the  living  conditions  of  people  in 
the  Mutare  area,  and  saw  the  impact  that 
the  Zimbabwe  Orphans  Endeavor  -  a 
United  Methodist-supported  ministry  -  is 
having  in  helping  children  orphaned  by 
AIDS.  Some  of  the  commissioners  held  a 
two-day  communications  training  for  pas¬ 
tors  and  lay  people  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Africa  University. 

Commission  member  Gary  Henderson, 
pastor  of  East  Shore  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Euclid,  Ohio,  got  a  firsthand 
taste  of  the  hardship  many  people  experi¬ 
ence. 

Zimbabwe  is  a  country  in  economic  tur¬ 
moil,  and  Henderson  wanted  to  know  how 
the  people  coped  with  hyperinflation  “at 
rates  that  we  as  Americans  would  not  even 
begin  to  understand.” 

As  he  moved  through  the  countryside, 
he  saw  “a  lot  of  need  but  also  people  who 
were  willing  to  share  in  the  midst  of  their 
own  need,”  he  said.  . .  There  is  a  sense 
that  people  are  in  the  struggle  together. 
They  are  doing  what  they  can  to  be  a  com¬ 
munity,  to  be  a  family  and  work  together.” 

Henderson  said  he  was  carrying  a  mes¬ 
sage  back  to  his  Ohio  congregation  and 
network  of  friends  and  acquaintances  that 


there  is  something  for  them  to  do.  “We 
have  to  do  more  ...  and  challenge  people  to 
make  a  difference.” 

Americans  think  of  poverty  in  financial 
terms,  but  it  is  bigger  than  that,  Henderson 
noted.  “Poverty  is  the  absence  of  basic, 
essential  kinds  of  things.  In  our  country 
people  have  become  anesthetized  to  vio¬ 
lence  and  “how  we  really  love  each  other,” 
he  said.  “(We)  have  become  a  nation  of  the 
living  dead.  We  have  become  numb.” 

Commission  members  visited  two  mis¬ 
sion  centers  outside  Mutare  that  are  operat¬ 
ed  through  the  Zimbabwe  Orphans 
Endeavor.  ZOE  is  an  advance  special  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  North  Carolina  Annual 
Conference  that  seeks  to  embrace  and 
assist  children  orphaned  by  the  AIDS  pan¬ 
demic  through  providing  school  fees,  pur¬ 
chasing  uniforms  and  feeding  them.  The 
program  is  supported  by  partners  from 
across  the  United  Methodist  connection. 

Gulf  Shores  condo 

The  Louisiana  Conference  has  been 
given  for  the  use  of  retired  clergy  and  sur¬ 
viving  spouses  of  clergy  a  one-quarter 
share  in  a  two-bedroom/two  bath  (sleeps 
six)  condominium  at  Gulf  Shores 
Plantation  in  Gulf  Shores  Alabama.  In 
addition  to  the  beach  there  are  indoor  and 
outdoor  pools,  lighted  tennis  courts, 

Jacuzzis,  sauna,  volleyball,  basketball  and 
shuffleboard  courts,  game  rooms  and  bar- 
beque  grills.  Kiva  Dunes  Golf  Course 
adjoins  the  property.  The  kitchen  is 
equipped  with  major  appliances, 
microwave  oven,  blender,  coffeemaker, 
toaster,  dishes,  utensils  and  dishwasher. 
Coin-operated  laundry  facilities  are  on  site. 
Cable  TV,  VCR,  bed  and  bath  linens  are 
provided.  This  second  floor  unit  is  accessi¬ 
ble  by  elevator  and  has  a  balcony.  The  unit 
is  approximately  250  miles  from  Baton 


made  available  for 

Rouge  or  a  four-hour  drive.  These  units 
would  normally  rent  for  $  1 ,000-$  1 ,200  per 
week.  The  cost  to  retired  clergy  or  surviv¬ 
ing  spouse  of  clergy  is  $250  per  week  plus 
a  $55  fee  for  maid  service.  This  rental  fee 
will  cover  the  annual  costs  of  the  unit. 

The  following  policies  have  been  estab¬ 
lished: 

The  $250  reservation  fee  made  payable 
to  the  Louisiana  Conference  is  due  within 
seven  days  of  making  a  reservation.  This 
fee  is  non-refundable  if  a  reservation  is 
cancelled  within  seven  days  of  arrival  date. 

Priority  will  be  given  to  first-time  users. 
Previous  users  will  be  placed  on  a  waiting 
list  and  will  be  notified  of  condo  availabili¬ 
ty  one  month  prior  to  week  requested. 

A  retired  clergy  or  surviving  clergy 
spouse  must  be  present  at  time  of  usage. 
Family  members  or  friends  are  welcomed 


retired  clergy  use 

to  join  a  retired  clergy  or  surviving  clergy 
spouse  in  the  use  of  the  unit. 

For  reservations  and  information  call 
Patti  Perkins  in  the  Conference  Office 
(225-346-1646). 

The  following  weeks  are  available  for 
2007: 

January  26 
February  23 
March  23 
April  20 
May  18 
August  10 
September  7 
October  5 
November  2 
November  30 
December  28 


New  on-line  interactive  conversation  for  Clergy  debuts  on  Conference  web  site 


United  Methodist  clergy  can  now  visit 
an  on-line  interactive  site  on  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  website  designed  to 
help  strengthen  ministry  effectiveness.  The 
site,  which  features  several  learning  compo¬ 
nents,  was  launched  Jan.  22  under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  the  conference’s  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness. 

Included  on  the  page  are  an  article  on 
pastoral  care,  systems  and  leadership 
(changed  every  other  month);  a  “Good 
Books”  review;  a  blog  that  gives  clergy  a 
chance  to  share  comments  and  reflections 
and  ask  questions  about  the  article,  the  book 
review,  and  other  aspects  of  ministry;  and  a 
“Creative  Expressions”  section  for  clergy 
allowing  them  the  chance  to  post  poetry  or 
prose,  whether  it  is  their  own  or  someone 
else’s  writing.  “Engaging  the  imagination 
through  creative  expression  is  part  of  spiri¬ 
tual  and  soulful  growth,”  said  Dr.  W.  Craig 
Gilliam,  director  of  the  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness. 

The  interactive  site  may  be  accessed  by 
visiting  www.la-umc.org  ,  and  following  the 
clergy  link  to  “The  Center  for  Pastoral 
Effectiveness.” 

Gilliam  wrote  the  inaugural  article  enti¬ 


tled  “Lessons  for 
Leaders  in  the  New 
Now.”  Rev.  John 
Winn,  Mentor  Emeritus 
of  the  Center,  posted 
the  first  book  review  on 
Leadership  From  Inside 
Out:  Spirituality  and 
Organizational  Change. 

“The  principles  used 
on-line  with  this  inter¬ 
active  ministry  are  the  same  that  we  use 
through  the  Center  when  working  with 
groups  face  to  face.  We  believe  that  whoev¬ 
er  shows  up  to  participate  are  the  ‘right’ 
people.  Whatever  happens  is  what  needs  to 
happen.  Whenever  it  starts  (or  happens)  is 
the  right  time.  And  throughout  the  process, 
we  must  be  open  to  God,  whose  middle 
name  is  ‘Surprise,’”  said  Gilliam. 

The  idea  of  creating  a  blog  stemmed 
from  the  Center’s  observation  that  interac¬ 
tive  learning  allows  us  to  benefit  from  each 
other  through  conversations  that  are  “atten¬ 
tive,  intentional  and  compassionate  in 
speech.” 

“The  focus  is  not  on  complaints  and 
being  critical,  but  on  sharing  insights 


through  honest,  open 
and  responsible  con¬ 
versation,”  said 
Gilliam. 

Blog  participants 
are  asked  to  make  “I” 
statements  in  ways  that 
do  not  belittle  people 
with  different  opinions. 
“Examples  of  good 
language  include  ‘I 
think,’  ‘I  feel’  or  ‘I  believe,”  added  Gilliam. 
“Remember  to  speak  the  truth  without 
blame  or  judgment.” 

Clergy  are  also  asked  to  include  their 
name  and  where  they  serve  by  any  com¬ 
ments. 

The  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness, 
working  with  Conference  Webmaster  Tim 
Hebert,  has  recently  updated  the  entire  web¬ 
site  for  the  Center,  in  addition  to  creating 
the  interactive  site.  “Our  dream  is  to  create 
a  learning  community  that  is  not  restricted 
by  geography.  Through  such  a  site,  we  can 
pool  collective  wisdom,  stay  in  connection, 
and  learn  from  each  other  without  having  to 
be  together  face  to  face.  I  offer  a  special 
thanks  to  Tim  Hebert  and  Linda  Gregg,  our 


administrative  assistant,  for  their  hard  work 
in  creating  this  new,  interactive  ministry,” 
said  Gilliam. 

Hebert  commented,  “I  applaud  Craig 
and  Linda  for  their  willingness  to  jump  into 
Web  2.0,  which  includes  the  latest  web 
tools  such  as  blogs,  RSS  and  wikis.  I  trust 
that  the  Center’s  efforts  will  lead  more  min¬ 
istries  in  embracing  the  potential  to  better 
utilizing  online  communications  tools.  As 
the  web  becomes  an  integral  part  of  our 
society,  we  should  also  use  it  to  help  our 
ministries.  In  a  connectional  denomination, 
it  only  serves  our  cause  to  use  the  connec¬ 
tivity  of  the  web.” 

“We  must  remember  that  we  do  not  have 
to  agree  with  what  is  stated  to  leam  from  it. 
Learning  is  the  goal.  Conversation  is  one  of 
the  important  ways  through  which  learning 
happens.  The  Center  anticipates  the  blog 
will  be  a  vital  tool  for  networking  informa¬ 
tion  and  ideas  among  clergy  throughout  the 
United  Methodist  Church,”  said  Gilliam, 
who  refers  to  comments  by  Thomas 
Merton,  a  Christian  mystic,  as  an  inspiration 
for  the  site. 

“...In  the  end,  it  is  the  reality  of  personal 
relationship  that  saves  everything.” 
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Asbury  UMC  -  Bossier  City 


Dr.  William 
Peeples  will  begin 
as  Interim  Senior 
Pastor  at  Asbury 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier 
City  on  Feb.  4.  Dr. 

Peeples  is  a  retired 
minister  who  has 
graciously  agreed  to 
fill  the  gap  left  by 
Dr.  Barry  Hughes  until  June  of  2007 
when  a  new  pastor  will  be  appointed. 
Dr.  Hughes  recently  moved  to  a  posi¬ 
tion  on  the  faculty  of  Southern 
Methodist  University.  Peeples  began 
his  ministry  in  the  summer  of  1957  at 


Chatham  Methodist  Church  and  served 
his  last  pastoral  position  at  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Shreveport  in  2005  and  was 
appointed  to  several  churches  in 
between.  Prior  to  his  retirement,  he 
served  as  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Shreveport  District. 

Asbury  is  a  certified  welcoming 
congregation  within  the  United 
Methodist  Church.  All  are  welcome  and 
encouraged  to  visit  and  find  a  church 
family  awaiting  at  Asbury.  Asbury  is 
located  at  3200  Airline  Drive  about  1/2 
mile  north  of  1-220.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion  call  the  church  office  at  (318)  746- 
5349  or  visit  www.asburybossier.org 


William  Peeples 


Acadiana  Outreach  Committee 


The  Acadiana  Outreach  Committee 
gathered  monies,  canned  goods,  and  non- 
perishable  items  from  First  United 
Methodist  in  Lafayette,  Thibodaux,  and 
Houma  and  Faith  Community  UMC  in 
Broussard  to  furnish  Christmas  baskets  to 
those  less  fortunate  in  the  Dulac 
Community.  Supplies  were  gathered, 
shopping  done  and  the  filling  of  the  bas¬ 
kets  began  at  the  Dulac  Community 
Center  on  December  7.  Those  helping  to 
fill  the  baskets  were  Kimple  Collins, 


Board  Chair  of  Dulac  Community  Center; 
Alice  and  Rock  Rothrock,  Directors  of 
the  Community  Center;  Joyce 
Thibodeaux,  First  UMC  in  Houma;  and 
Dan  and  La  Juana  Handschin,  First  UMC 
in  Lafayette.  Also  participating  was  Sarah 
Schoeffler,  Chair  of  the  Acadiana  District 
Outreach  Committee.  The  group  was 
able  to  assemble  30  baskets  and  deliver  a 
portion  of  them  that  day.  The  rest  were 
be  distributed  during  the  weeks  before 
Christmas. 


Karen  Project 


Volunteers  sort  Christmas  stockings  containing  $20  gift  cards  from  the  Karen  Project 
out  of  Pennsylvania  which  were  distributed  to  children  in  the  New  Orleans  area  affected 
by  Hurricane  Katrina.  Pictured  are  Karen  Adams,  a  storm  survivor,  Demetra  Frank,  a 
current  resident  of  New  Orleans,  and  Cameron  Johnson,  son  of  Treschere  Washington, 
administrative  assistant  for  the  New  Orleans  District. 

UMW  Missions  award  given 


Robinson  gets  volunteer  award 


Joyce  Robinson,  a  member  of  St.  John’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
received  an  award  recognizing  her  for  out¬ 
standing  volunteer  service  in  the  wake  of 
the  hurricanes  of  2005.  Given  by  Volunteer 
Baton  Rouge!,  a  non-profit  organization, 
the  award  is  issued  through  the  office  of 
President  George  W.  Bush.  Robinson 
serves  on  a  volunteer  basis  as  the  liason 
between  FEMA  and  the  La.  United 


Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry, 
focusing  on  the  promotion  of  services 
available  to  storm  victims.  Presenting  the 
award  to  Robinson  is  Jeff  Day,  Director  of 
the  Greater  Baton  Rouge  Federation  of 
Churches  and  Synagogues.  The  presenta¬ 
tion  took  place  at  the  Federation’s  annual 
meeting  in  December.  Robinson  is  a  past 
president  of  that  organization. 


Maude  Inez  Nevills 
ed  as  the  2006  Woman 
Year  for  the  Acadiana 
District. 

Nevills  serves  as 
secretary  and 
Education  Presenter 
for  her  United 
Methodist  Women  unit 
for  the  St.  Paul/Waxia- 
Melville/St.  James 
UMC  charge. 

She  is  an  educator 
with  over  30  years  of 


was  recently  select- 
in  Mission  of  the 


Maude  I.  Nevills 


teaching  experience.  Maude  loves  her  pro¬ 
fession  and  the  children  she  teaches. 

The  honoree  has  been  a  member  of 
Delta  Sigma  Theta  Sorority,  Inc.  in 
Opelousas  for  over  25  years,  and  currently 
serves  as  chaplain.  She  has  also  been  a 
member  of  the  Ruth  Chapter  #139  of  the 
Order  of  Eastern  Star  in  Washington,  La. 
for  over  30  years,  and  serves  as  the  group’s 
Conductress. 

Maude’s  passions  include  serving  God, 
helping  others,  praying,  singing,  teaching, 
sewing,  growing  flowers,  and  painting, 
among  others. 


Peace  with  justice  grant  applications  solicited 


The  deadline  for  submitting  grant  requests  from  the  La.  Conference  Peace  With 
Justice  offering  is  Feb.  12.  Grant  requests  should  be  sent  to  Rev.  James  Graham,  PO  Box 
288,  Nachitoches,  LA  71458.  Application  forms  are  available  from  Rev  Graham  at  igra- 
ham993@aol.com  or  by  calling  (3 1 8)  352-2752. 


Positions  Available 

First  UMC  -  Slidell 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  is  seeking  a  part-time  Children/Youth 
Choir  director  and  Contemporary  Praise  Band  Director.  Salary  negotiable  For  more 
information,  contact  Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  at  (985)  643-6437  or  ftimcslidell@yahoo.com 

Vivian  UMC 

Vivian  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  part-time  youth  minister.  Hours  and 
salary  are  negotiable  depending  on  applicant’s  availability  and  needs  For  more 
information  contact  Kevin  Smith  at  (3 1 8)  375-352 1 .  To  apply,  send  resume  to 
Vivian  United  Methodist  Church,  P.O.  Box  626,  Vivian,  LA  71082. 
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Churches  that  paid  1 00  percent  of  apportionments  -  no  help  given 


The  following  is  a  list  of  churches  which  paid  100  per¬ 
cent  of  their  2006  apportionments. 

Acadiana 


CHURCH  NAME 

ABBEVILLE  UMC 

PECAN  ISLAND  UMC 

TRINITY  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC/BELLE  ROSE 

ST  PETER  UMC/DONALDSVILLE 

BERWICK  UMC 

CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/DONALDSONVILLE 

LUTCHER  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  FRANKLIN 

FIRST  UMC/  FRANKLIN 

MCGOWEN  UMC 

GRAND  RIVER  UMC 

BAYOU  BLUE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 

WESLEY  UMC 

VACHERIE  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  JEANERETTE 

FITZGERALD  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 

CHURCH  OF  THE  COVENANT 

FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 

SCOTT  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  NEW  ROADS 

LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

LYDIA  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC 

SHILOH  UMC  /  MARINGOUIN 

MEMORIAL  UMC/  MATTHEWS 

MELVILLE  UMC 

PALMETTO  UMC 

PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 

WALMSLEY  UMC 

MASON  UMC 

MT  VERNON  UMC 

WOODLAWN  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NEW  IBERIA 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 

ST  MARK  UMC 

PATTERSON  UMC 

HURST  CHAPEL  UMC 

ST  LUKE  UMC 

KROTZ  SPRINGS  UMC 

WILSON  MEMORIAL  UMC 

HARTZELL  UMC  /ROSEDALE 

ROSEDALE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/NEW  ROADS 

FIRST  UMC/ THIBODAUX 

CALVARY  UMC 

MAGNOLIA  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/ WAXIA 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

WILEY  UMC 

GREEN  CHAPEL  UMC 

Alexandria 

FIRST  UMC/ ALEXANDRIA 
HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC 
NEWMAN  UMC 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 

FELLOWSHIP  UMC  /HINESTON 
WILTON  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
LAHEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
DAVID  HAAS  MEMORIAL  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
WHITE'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  CAMPTI 
ST  PAUL  UMC/  CHENEYVILLE 
COLFAX  UMC 


MINISTER'S  NAME 
REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  JOHN  LVINING 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV  BARRY  WHITTINGTON 
REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
REV  ELVA  JACOBS 
REV  AMANDA  CARPENTER 
REV  KIRBY  AVERRETT 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  DARRYL  BRIGGS 
REV  ERIN  J.  OLIVER 
REV  ERIN  J.  OLIVER 
REV  EARLINE  T.  GUIDRY 
REV  JAMES  W.  BARRETT,  JR. 
REV  BARRY  HOEKSTRA 
REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 
REV  TERRY  LINDSEY 
REV  DARREL  W.  BRIGGS 
REV  CHARLES  E.  HILL 
REV  CHARLES  E.  HILL 
REV  ERICA  JENKINS 
REV  T  EDWARD  BOYD 
REV  WILLIS  W.  DEAR 
REV  JAN  C.  HOLLOWAY 
REV  INITAL.  SMITH 
REV  INITAL.  SMITH 
REV  SONYA  LARS 
REV  ROBERT  W  CORMIER 
REV  EMMETT  COLLINS 
REV  EMMETT  COLLINS 
REV  PEGGY  FOREMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  KENNETH  B  CHAPMAN 
REV  LAMAR  C.  OLIVER 
REV.  ELAINE  C.  SMITH 
REV.  ELAINE  C.  SMITH 
REV.  JOSEPH  HOLLAND,  SR. 
REV  ALBERT  HOLLAND 
REV  SCOTT  BULLOCK 
REV  BENNIE  KIRK 
REV  K.  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  FULTON  A.  RAYMOND 
REV  AARON  CARPENTER 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  THOMAS  A  WESLEY 
REV  ROBERT  D.  CLARK 
REV  ROBERT  D.  CLARK 
REV  ULYSSE  STEPHENS 
REV  JEREMY  S.  JONES 
REV.  JEREMY  S.  JONES 
REV  J.  PENN  MORGAN 
REV  ROBERT  E.  JOHNSON 
REV  ROBERT  E.  JOHNSON 
REV.  MARGUERITE  D  JENKINS 
REV  MARGUERITE  D  JENKINS 
REV  LAURENCE  E.  HALL 
REV  LAURENCE  E.  HALL 


REV  TIMOTHY  J.  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  R  DON  ROSS 
REV  DERRICK  D.  HILLS 
TBS 

REV  ROBERT  E.GUTH  JR. 
REV  ROBERT  E.GUTH  JR. 

REV  JASON  W.  JACOB 
REV  STEPHANIE  T.  KIDD 
MR.  DAVID  NUGENT 
REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV  JOE  A.  HOOVER 
REV  HURVEY  SWEAZIE 
REV  MARY  L.  JONES 
REV  GLORIA  YOUNGBLOOD 


COULEY  UMC 

EVERGREEN  UMC 

SEVIER  MEM  UMC/  FERRIDAY 

CLAYTON  UMC 

GLENMORA  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 

NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/ JENA 

BELAH  UMC 

JONESVILLE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  HARRISONBURG 

LECOMPTE  UMC 

BAYOU  CHICOT  UMC 

CHENEYVILLE  UMC 

MANY  UMC 

MARKSVILLE  UMC 

OAK  GROVE  UMC  /  EFFIE 

SIMMESPORT  UMC 

ST.  MARK'S  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

EMMANUEL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 

COLLEGE  AVENUE  UMC 

OAK  GROVE  UMC 

PROVENCAL  UMC 

OLLA  UMC 

URANIA  UMC 

PALESTINE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  PINEVILLE 

PLEASANT  GROVE  UMC 

BETHEL  UMC 

POLLOCK  UMC 

LIBERTY  CHAPEL  UMC 

STRANGE  UMC 

EDDY  JUSTISS  MEMORIAL  UMC 
VIDALIA  UMC 
WEAVER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ WINNFIELD 


REV  THOMAS  G.  MAY 
REV  GARY  L. VAN  HORN 
REV  RAYMON  L.  OWENS 
REV  RAYMON  L.  OWENS 
REV  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REV  WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REVLYNDLE  R.  BULLARD 
REVLYNDLE  R.  BULLARD 
REV  DAVID  C.  CARLTON 
REV  DAVID  C.  CARLTON 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  ROSS  FORD 
REV  C.  FRANCES  HOOTON 
REV. TONY  E.RANERO 
REV. TONY  E.RANERO 
REV  FRANK  PENNINGTON 
REV  HURVEY  SWEAZIE 
DR  JIMMY  WALKER 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  JAMES  A  GRAHAM 
REV  DONALD  R.  AVERY 
REV  JOHN  HIGGINBOTHAM,  JR. 

REV  JOHN  R.  FOSTER 
REV  JOHN  FOSTER 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL,  JR. 
REV  CURTIS  CARROLL,  JR. 
REV  J  EDWIN  DILWORTH 
REV  JON  E.TELLIFERO 
REV  KATHERINES.  MORRIS 
REV  KATHERINES.  MORRIS 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
REV  EDDIE  CARPENTER 
REV  JOHN  Q.  DOE 
REV  JOHN  JOHNS 
REV  BARRY  D.  DENNIS 
TBS 

REV  MARK  J.  GOINS 


Baton  Rouge 


AMITE  UMC 

INDEPENDENCE  UMC 

BLACKWATER  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BAKER 

BETHEL  UMC /PRIDE 

BROADMOOR  UMC 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE  DR 

FRANCIS  ASBURY  UMC 

HOPE  COMMUNITY 

HUGHES  MEMORIAL  UMC 

ANDREW  CHAPEL  UMC/WATSON 

INGLESIDE  UMC 

JEFFERSON  UMC 

JORDAN  UMC 

NEELY  UMC 

ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 

ST  JOHN'S  UMC 

ST  LUKE'S  UMC/BATON  ROUGE 

ST  PAUL'S  UMC/BATON  ROUGE 

ST  MARK  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

UNIVERSITY  UMC 

WESLEY  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 

CLINTON  UMC 

CLEAR  CREEK  UMC 

MT  ZION  UMC 

ST  PETER  UMC 

JACKSON  CHAPEL  UMC 

MT  CARMEL  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC/  CONVENT 

DAYS  UMC 

CENTER  UMC 

DARLINGTON  UMC 

DEERFORD  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS 

ROBERTS  UMC 

ST  LUKE  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC 

CARPENTER'S  CHAPEL/GALVEZ 
GONZALES  UMC 
ST  LANDRY  UMC/GONZALES 


REV  BRADY  S.WHITTON 
REV  BRADY  S.WHITTON 
REV  WILLIAM  A.  MOON 
REV-E.  EUGENE  RIVES,  JR. 
REV  E.  EUGENE  RIVES,  JR. 

REV  CLIFF  C.  WRIGHT 
REV.  DARLENE  A.  MOORE 
CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 
REV  W.  ODELL  SIMMONS 
REV.  H.  LOUIS  JONES 
REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 
REV  DIANE  BENTLEY 
REV  KIBBIEE.  HATFIELD 
REV  DOUGLAS  M.  BAKER 
REV  DAVIS  W.  CLARK 
REV  ARNOLD  V.  BROWN 
REV  LARRY  D.  O'DELL 
REV  TIMOTHY  E.  LAWSON 
REV  KIMBRA  H.  HAMMETT 
REV  KIMBRA  H.  HAMMETT 
REV  JOSEPH  D.AWOTWI 
REV  STEVEN  M.  SPURLOCK 
REV  ANDREW  GOFF 
REV  ROBERT  E. TOWNSEND 
REV  ROBERT  E. TOWNSEND 
REV.  ELAINE  SMITH 
REV.  CHERLESSH.  MILLER 
REV  CHERLESSH.  MILLER 
REV  CHERLESSH.  MILLER 
REV  GAYNELL  PITTMAN 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
REV  JIMMIES.  PARKER 
REV  WYBRAJ.  PRICE 
REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 
REV  ALONZO  J  CAMPBELL 
MR  WILLIS  LAWS 
REV  L.  JOHN  LOCASCIO 
REV  GARY  DON  WILLIS 
REV  CONSTANCE  R.  SAIZON 


GREENSBURG  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
MAGNOLIA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND 
HUFF  CHAPEL  UMC 
JACKSON  UMC 
ETHEL  UMC 
KENTWOOD  UMC 
MTHERMON  UMC 
LIVINGSTON  UMC 
LORANGER  UMC 
COOPER'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
NESOM  MEM.TICKFAW  UMC 
PINE  RIDGE  UMC 
TANGIPAHOA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  PONCHATOULA 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
JAMES  CHAPEL  UMC 
LEE'S  LANDING  UMC 
SCOTT  UMC/  PORT  ALLEN 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC 
FAITHFUL  UMC 
NEW  RIVER  UMC  /  ST.  AM  ANT 
ST  FRANCISVILLE  UMC 
SLAUGHTER  UMC 
BLUFF  CREEK  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC/  SPILLMAN 
CONCORD  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SPRINGFIELD 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
TUNICA  UMC 
WALKER  UMC 
MANGUM  CHAPEL  UMC 
FRIENDSHIP  UMC 
CORBIN  UMC 
MONTPELIER  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/ WILSON 
ASBURY  UMC/  NORWOOD 
ZACHARY  UMC 
MOSES  CHAPEL  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 

Lake  Charles 

BASILE  UMC 
WAKEFIELD  UMC 
GRAND  CHENIER  UMC 
CHURCH  POINT  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  DEQUINCY 
FIRST  UMC/  DERIDDER 
EBENEZER  UMC 
BRANCH  UMC 
EUNICE  UMC 
IOTA  UMC 

PROSPECT  UMC /FLORIEN 
HORNBECK  UMC 
GUEYDAN  UMC 
KAPLAN  UMC 
HOLLY  GROVE  UMC 
HOPEWELL  UMC 
ELIZABETH  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
INDIAN  BAYOU  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
IOWA  UMC 
JENNINGS  UMC 
OBERLIN  UMC 
ELTON  UMC 
LAKE  ARTHUR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
OAK  PARK  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
ST  LUKE-SIMPSON  UMC 
UNIVERSITY  UMC/  LK  CHAS 
WARREN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
MT  ZION  UMC/  LEESVILLE 
MACEDONIA  UMC 


REV  LAMARYLIS  COTTEN 
REV  LAMARYLIS  COTTEN 
REV  FRANKLIN  PENNINGTON 
REV  KENNETH  R.  BOWMAN 
REV  JOY  L.  COMEAUX 
REV  RHONDA  E.  FEURTADO 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  PERCY  M.  FRAZIER 
REV  PERCY  MAC  FRAZIER 
REV  RICHARD  DAVIS 
REV  LORRIS  WIMBERLY 
REV  LORRIS  WIMBERLY 
REV  JIMMIES.  PARKER 
REV  RAND  GUY 
REV  JAMES  W.  REID 
REV  JAMES  W.  REID 
REV  ROBERT  L  DEICH 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV  MARK  LUBBOCK 
REV.  WILLIE  LAWS 
REV  WALTER  L  PARKER 
REV  LINDA  M.  HAGAN 
REV  W.  MADISON  TURNER 
REV  DANIEL  P.  GLEASON 
REV  BETTY  MCCARVER 
REV  BETTY  MCCARVER 
REV  JESSE  L.  MEANS 
REV  JESSE  L.  MEANS 
REV  EMILE  E.TOSSO 
REV  MARGUERITE  W.  RHEAMS 
REV  DANNY  BERGERON 
REV  THOMAS  C.  BEELER 
REV  THOMAS  C.  BEELER 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  LEWIS  M  MORRIS  JR 
REV  MARK  E  CROSBY 
REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY 
REV  GREGORY  MCCLAY 
REV  GREGORY  R.  DAVIS 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 


REV  EDDIE  E.  MORGAN,  JR 
REV  JAMES  MOORE 
REV  JAMES  MOORE 
REV  CURTISS  EDEN 
REV  CURTISS  EDEN 
REV  W.  MARK  STRICKLAND 
REV  RICHARD  O. TEETER 
REV  MICHAEL  MCLAURIN 
REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 
REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 
REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
REV  TRUMAN  STAGG 
REV  RAY  LEIDIG 
REV  RAY  LEIDIG 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  KEMPER  SMITH 
REV  DENNIS  R.  LEWELLYN 
REV  MARKS  THERIOT 
REV  MARKS  THERIOT 
REV  MARKS  THERIOT 
REV  BYRON  J.AUCOIN 
REV  BYRON  J.AUCOIN 
REV  DAVID  R  DEWITT 
REV  JOSHUA  D.  MILLIRON 
REV  EDDIE  E.  MORGAN,  JR. 
REV  EDDIE  E.  MORGAN,  JR. 

REV  SUSAN  PUGH 
REV  DOUGLAS  DEGRAFFENRIED 
REV  ROGER  H. TEMPLETON 
REV  RICHARD  BAGGETT 
REV  KARL  S.  KLAUS 
REV  CHARLES  LANGFORD 
REV  LAWRENCE  P.  GAINES 
REV  KENNETH  M.  GRAHAM,  JR 
REV  ROBERT  M.ECKERLE 
REV  ROBERT  M  ECKERLE  JR 
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MERRYVILLE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  DERIDDER 
MOSS  BLUFF  UMC 
OAKDALE  UMC 
RAYMOND  UMC 
ROANOKE  UMC 
SQUYRES  UMC 
HENNING  MEM  UMC 
MAPLEWOOD  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/ SULPHUR 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
SWEETLAKE  UMC 
WELSH  MEM  UMC 
WELSH  UMC 
HAYES  UMC 
JONES  UMC 

MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 
WESTLAKE  UMC 

Monroe 

ANSLEY  UMC 
CENTERPOINT  UMC 
BARTHOLOMEW  UMC 
BEEKMAN  UMC 
BASKIN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP 
COLLINSTON  UMC 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
MER  ROUGE  UMC 
MT  OLIVE  UMC 
BERNICE  UMC 
BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
SUMMERFIELD  UMC 
BOEUF  PRAIRIE  UMC 
LITTLE  CREEK  UMC 
CHATHAM  UMC 
CHOUDRANT  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  COLUMBIA 
HEBERT  UMC 
CREW  LAKE  UMC 
MANGHAM  UMC 
DELHI  UMC 
CROWVILLE  UMC 
DOUGLAS  UMC 
DOWNSVILLE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
DUBACH  UMC 
HARMONY  CHAPEL  UMC 
EPPS  UMC 
EROS  UMC 

ANTIOCH  UMC/  EROS 

FARMERVILLE  UMC 

GRAYSON  UMC 

INDIAN  VILLAGE  UMC 

JONESBORO  UMC 

HODGE  UMC 

DODSON  UMC 

NEW  HOPE  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  LK  PROVIDENCE 

MARION  UMC 

BIRD'S  CHAPEL  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC 

SALEM  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE 

LEA  JOYNER  MEM  UMC 

MEMORIAL  UMC  /  MONROE 

REVEILLE  UMC 

UNION  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC /MONROE 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC 
ST  PAUL'S  UMC  /MONROE 
MT  NEBO  UMC 
MT  SINAI  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC 
BEULAH  UMC 
NEWELLTON 
FIRST  UMC/ OAK  GROVE 
PIONEER  UMC 
CLAY  UMC 
RAYVILLE  UMC 
HOLLY  RIDGE  UMC 
GRACE  UMC/  RUSTON 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 


REV  STEVEN  W.  BUSH 
REV  STEVEN  W.  BUSH 
REV  M.  STUART  SHERMAN 
REV  CORRIE  CIESLUKOWSKI 
REV  KATHERINE  G.  HOWELL 
REV  KATHERINE  G.  HOWELL 
REV  WILLIAM  N.  SHEFFIELD 
REV  ROY  B.  MOORE 
REV  NANCY  WOFFORD 
REV  LEON  A.  BOGGS 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  WAYNE  G. TAYLOR 
REV  OWEN  H.  PEYTON  SR. 
REV  CHARLES  W.  CREWS 
REV  CHARLES  W.  CREWS 
REV  JOHN  WHALEY 
REV  ROY  A.  JEFFERSON 
REV  ELIZABETH  M.  NORTHEN 


REV  DONALD  W.  LANIER 
REV  DONALD  W.  LANIER 
REV  LLOYD  E.  SCOTT 
REV  LLOYD  E.  SCOTT 
REV.  MARY  ANN  COLLIE 
REV  MARK  BENGE 
REV  ROY  BRYAN  MOORE 
REV  NEWTON  M.  HORNE,  JR. 
REV  NEWTON  M.  HORNE,  JR. 
REV.  MARCUS  GAUT 
REV  JOHNIEW.  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIEW.  ADKINS 
REV  JOHNIEW.  ADKINS 
REV  HOWARD  B.  CHILDS 
REV  HOWARD  B.  CHILDS 
REV  LALA  B.  COOPER 
REV  LINDA  SABIN 
REV.  PAMELA  FITCH  ROY 
REV  PAMELA  FITCH 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  CARROLL  JOHNSON 
REV  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV  M.ROLLY  WALKER 
REV  OWEN  H.  PEYTON,  SR. 
REV  OWEN  H.  PEYTON,  SR. 
REV  CHRISTAN  L. THOMAS 
REV  CHRISTAN  L. THOMAS 
REV  CAROL  OLIVER 
REV  JACK  D.  PHELPS 
REV  JACK  D.  PHELPS 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  HOWARD  HUDSON 
REV  RAYMOND  E.CROFOOT 
REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV.  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  BILL  E.  STRAWBRIDGE 
REV  WILLIAM  H.  MCLAIN 
REV  MATTHEW  D.  FOREMAN 
REV  MATTHEW  D.  FOREMAN 
REV  ROSS  W.  GENGER 
REV  ROSS  W.  GENGER 
REV  LARRY  R  STAFFORD 
REV  WELDON  C.  BARES 
REV  PAUL  E.  SABIN 
REV  MARCELLE  R.CROW 
REV  W.  WAYNE  RAY 
REV  ROBERT  A.  BRADFORD 
REV  LYSBETH  B.  COCKRELL 
REV  JACKIE  HOLMES,  JR. 
REV  RICHARD  H  HUMPHRIES 
REV  KERMITC.  ROBERSON 
REV  KERMITC. ROBERSON 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  WANDA  COSENTINO 
REV  CLYDE  R.  WEBBER 
REV  BYRON  W.  PUTNAM 
REV  CAROL  OLIVER 
REV  JOHN  FINCH  JR. 
REV  TED  FREELAND 
REV  MARLA  MUNN 
REV  A.  WAYNE  EVANS 
REV  FRED  BWIDEMAN 


WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
OAK  RIDGE  UMC 
ST  JOSEPH  UMC 
ST  PETER  UMC 
LAWSON  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  SICILY  ISLAND 
GILBERT  UMC 
ANTIOCH  UMC/  SIMSBORO 
FIRST  UMC/ TALLULAH 
WOODLAWN  UMC 
CLAIBORNE  UMC 
WILHITE  UMC 
FAITH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/ W  MONROE 
MCGUIRE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ WINNSBORO 
WISNER  UMC 

New  Orleans 


REV  DALTON  R.  SHOVAN 
REV.  DONALD  WILKINSON 
REV  JONATHAN  KING 
REV  SONIA  D.GEE 
REV  SONIA  D.GEE 
REV  WILLIAM  F.  FOSTER 
REV  WILLIAM  F.  FOSTER 
REV  REGINALD  D.  COLVIN 
REV  JEAN  M.  FOREMAN 
REV  MONICA  G.  MONK 
REV  SAMUEL  P.  EMANUEL 
REV  SAMUEL  P.  EMANUEL 
REV  JIMMY  L.  OWENS 
REV  RICKY  L.  WILLIS 
REV  MICHAEL  T  HEAD 
REV  HENRY  HAMILTON 
REV  I  FRANCES  GUY 


ARIZONA  UMC 
ATHENS  UMC 
BENTON  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BIENVILLE  UMC 
ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
FELLOWSHIP  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC 
COLQUITT  UMC 
COTTON  VALLEY  UMC 
COUSHATTA  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
DOYLINE  UMC 
EVERGREEN  UMC 
GIBSLAND  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
GILLIAM  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
GREENWOOD  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC 
HAUGHTON  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
HEFLIN  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ HOMER 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
IDA  UMC 
FAIRVIEW  UMC 
KEITHVILLE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
LISBON  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LONGSTREET  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
GRAND  CANE  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
NEW  LIGHT  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
ROSA  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ MINDEN 
LAKEVIEW  UMC 
MOORINGSPORT  UMC 
OIL  CITY  UMC 
PILGRIM  REST  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
WALKER'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
PELICAN  UMC 
PLEASANT  VALLEY  UMC 
RINGGOLD  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 
SHILOH  UMC 
KEATCHIE  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CHRIST  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 
FAIRFIELD  UMC 
FAITH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/ SHREVEPORT 

GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 

LAKEVIEW  UMC 

MANGUM  UMC 

NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 

NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 

ROUND  GROVE  UMC 

ST  JAMES  UMC 

ST  LUKES  UMC 

ST  PAUL  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 

SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 

SIBLEY  UMC 

SPRINGHILL  UMC 

VIVIAN  UMC 

WHITEHALL  UMC 

HASKIN  CHAPEL  UMC 

ZWOLLE  UMC 

BAYOU  SCIE  UMC 


REV.  DORCAS  A. THORNTON 
REV  CHARLES  R  PENUELL 
REV T.  LYNN  MALONE 
REV  ASHLEY  J COCKBURN 
REV JACK  SUTTON 
REV  WILLIAM  PEEPLES 
REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 
REV  DAVID  R.  MELVILLE 
REV  DAVID  DIETZEL 
REV  JOHN  LAVO 
REV  TERRY  C.  WILLIS 
REV  BRYAN  S.  DAUPHIN 
REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  CARLMUNYON 
REV  CARLMUNYON 
REV  WILLIAM  SEWELL 
TBS 

REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 
REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  CLINTON  LOVELL 
REV  CLINTON  LOVELL 
REV  THOMAS  E.DUNGAN 
REV  BENJAMIN  N.  MCGEHEE 
REV  HENRY  R.  STONE 
REV  HENRY  R.  STONE 
REV  CAROL  D.  HEARD 
REV  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  G.  LARRY  MAXWELL 
REV  JERRY  A.  MEANS 
REV  RICKY  R.  MYLES 
REV  M. THERESA  MCCONNELL 
REV.  LINDA  B.  GATLIN 
REV  TERRY  WILLIS 
REV  ROBERT  HOLLIS 
REV  ROBERT  HOLLIS 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  KENNETH  NORTON 
REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
REV  OSCAR  E  PLAYER 
REV  JOE  CONNELLY 
REV  BEVERLY  CONNELLY 
REV  BEVERLY  CONNELLY 
REV  JERALD  D.  DANZELL 
REV  J.  RODDY  TAYLOR 
REV  DAVID  J.  SHEEHAN 
REV  MICHAEL  MILLER 
REV  MICHAEL  MILLER 
REV  SAMUEL  L  BRADLEY 
REV  DONALD  L.  HUGULEY 
REV  DOUGLAS  MILLIRON 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  DORIS  SHEPPARD 
REV  DON  HUGULEY 
REV  RICHARD  COCKBURN 
REV  RICHARD  COCKBURN 
REV  DEAN  REGISTER,  JR. 
REV  DEAN  REGISTER,  JR. 
REV  KENNETH  W.  IRBY 
REV  J. THOMAS  LOGAN 
REV  JUDITH  D.  BAZER 
REV  JOE  D.  CONNELLY 
REV  OSCAR  E.  PLAYER 
DR  R  PAT  DAY 
REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 
REV  JULIET  SPENCER 
REV  STEVEN  W.  CARAWAY 
REV  DAVID  F.FORTUNA 
REV  JOHN  G.DESCHNER 
REV  DONNY  R.NEDD 
REV  WILLIE  L  HENRY 
REV  JOSEPH  M.  DONAKEY 
REV  KEN  FISHER 
REV  ROBERT  ROWLAND 
REV  MILTON  GELTZ 
REV  BURTON  F.  BLAIR 
REV  KEVIN  SMITH 
REV  TERRALT.  LOWE 
REV  OSCAR  TIPPIN,  JR. 
REV  RICHARD  C.  HOOTON 
REV  RICHARD  C.  HOOTON 


WESLEY  RAY  UMC 
MARYS  CHAPEL  UMC 
LIVE  OAK  UMC 
BELLE  CHASSE  UMC 
ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UMC 
THIRKIELD  UMC 
HARRY'S  CHAPEL  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC/ BURAS 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
FITZGERALD  UMC 
WALDHEIM  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
FISHER  UMC 
WINAN  UMC 
HAYES  CHAPEL  UMC 
GOLDEN  MEADOW  UMC 
BOYNTON  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
EL  MESIAS 
FIRST  UMC/ KENNER 
LACOMBE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LAPLACE 
NINDE  CHAPEL  UMC 
LULING  UMC 
NORTH  CROSS 
CHURCH  OF  THE  SERVANT 
NEWELL  UMC 

ST  TIMOTHY  ON  N/SHORE  UMC 
METAIRIE  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
ST  MATTHEWS  UMC 
ALGIERS  UMC 

ASBURY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
ST  MATTHEW  UMC 
AURORA  UMC 

BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
CARROLLTON  UMC 
GRACE  UMC 
THOMAS  UMC 
HAVEN  TRINITY  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
LAKE  VISTA  UMC 
MT  ZION  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 
NAPOLEON  AVENUE  UMC 
PECK  UMC 
PEOPLES  UMC 
WILLIAMS  UMC 
RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 
ROSS  UMC 
ST.  MARK'S  UMC 
ST  PAUL'S  UMC/  HARAHAN 
TRINITY  OF  GENTILLY  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC/  HAHNVILLE 
PEARL  RIVER  UMC 
ALDERSGATE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ SLIDELL 
HARTZELL  MT  ZION  UMC 
SUN  UMC 
VARNADO  UMC 


Shreveport 

ARCADIA  UMC 
MTMARIAH  UMC 


REV  TERRANCE  AUGUST 
REV  TERRANCE  AUGUST 
REV  TERRANCE  AUGUST 
REV  JEFFREY  C.DUKE 
REV  ALAN  D.  EINSEL 
REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  LOUIS  A  SMITH 
REV  GENE  MFAURIE 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  VAN  A.  STINSON 
REV  ROY  J.  PRICE  III 
REV  CHRIS  FRYOU 
REV  CHRIS  A.  BLANCHARD 
REV  STEVEN  J.  PORTER 
REV  LYNDLE  BULLARD 
REV  BRUCE  BROWN 
REV  BRUCE  BROWN 
REV  REGINA  HICKMAN 
REV  LEKISHA  L.M.REED 
REV  FRANKS. HARRIS  III 
REV.  SAMUEL  CALVO 
REV  TRACY  L.  MACKENZIE 
REV  BILLY  TURNER 
REV  MARK  A.  BRAY 
REVANGEREAN  BROWN  HARRIS 
REV  TIMOTHY  KETTENRING 
REV  FLINT  E.  SHEA 
REV  CHARLES  CREWS 
REV  NOLAN  M  ROBINSON 
REV  JAMES  W  MITCHELL 
REV  IRVIN  BOUDREAUX 
REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 
REV  M.  JACK  O'DELL 
REV  RAY  L. VARNADO 
DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 
DR  ANDREW  J  DOUGLAS 
REV  HULEN  C.  WARREN 
REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 
REV  CORY  L.  SPARKS 
REV  SHAWN  M.ANGLIM 
REVANICE  MOSES 
REV  CORY  L.  SPARKS 
REV  TRACY  L.  MACKENZIE 
REV  NORWOOD  HINGLE,  III 
REV  SIMON  CHIGUMIRA 
REV  SIMON  CHIGUMIRA 
REV  SIMON  CHIGUMIRA 
REV  SIMON  CHIGUMIRA 
REV  CORY  L.  SPARKS 
REV  CAROL  WINN  CRAWFORD 
REV  TRACY  L.  MACKENZIE 
REV  SHAWN  M.ANGLIM 
REV  SHARON  ZEHNER 
REV  IRVIN  J.  BOUDREAUX 
REV  HELENA  WRIGHT-BUTLER 
REV  TIMOTHY  M.  SMITH 
REV  MARIE  &  JOHN  WILLIAMS 
REV  JERRY  G.HILBUN 
REV  ERNEST  E.  SCOTT 
REV  PAUL  M.  CORSE 
REV  LAWRENCE  K.  BENSON 


REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 
REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 
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Churches  that  paid  100  percent  plus 

The  following  list  of  churches  and  pastors  which,  in 
addiditon  to  paying  100  percent  of  apportionments  for 
2006,  paid  something  in  each  of  the  Special  Offerings  and 
Advanced  Special  Offerings. 


Acadiana 

CHURCH  NAME 

GRAND  RIVER  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  DONALDSONVILLE 
CLANTON  CHAPEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 
LUTCHER  UMC 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 

Alexandria 

FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA 
HORSESHOE  DRIVE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 
FIRST  UMC/  NATCHITOCHES 
FIRST  IJMC/  PINEVILLE 
FIRST  UMC/ WINNFIELD 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
WILTON  UMC 

Baton  Rouge 

BROADMOOR  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
INGLESIDE  UMC 


MINISTERS  NAME 

REV  EARLINE  T.  GUIDRY 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  KIRBY  AVERRETT 
REV  JAN  C.  HOLLOWAY 
REVK.  DALE  HENSARLING 
REV  BARBARA  BEAUMONT 
REV  SONYA  LARS 


REV  TIMOTHY  J.  NEUSTIFTER 
REV  R  DON  ROSS 
REV. WILLIAM  K.  MCDONALD 
REV  DONALD  R.  AVERY 
REV.  JON  E.TELLIFERO 
REV  MARK  J.  GOINS 
TBS 

REV  JASON W.  JACOB 


REV  CLIFF  C.  WRIGHT 
DR  CHRISTOPHER  H  ANDREWS 
REV.  KIBBIEE.  HATFIELD 


JEFFERSON  UMC 

ST  JOHN'S  UMC 

ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  DENHAM  SPRINGS 

ETHEL  UMC 

SLAUGHTER  UMC 

DARLINGTON  UMC 

ZACHARY  UMC 

BEECH  GROVE  UMC 

ST  LANDRY  UMC  /  GONZALES 

Lake  Charles 

BRANCH  UMC 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
PINE  GROVE  UMC 
HENNING  MEM  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/ SULPHUR 
MALLALIEU  UMC  /  JENNINGS 

Monroe 

CROWVILLE  UMC 
FARMERVILLE  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 

New  Orleans 

ELIZABETH  SULLIVAN  MEM  UM 
BUSH  UMC 

FIRST  UMC/  COVINGTON 
ST  MATTHEWS  UMC 


REV  DOUGLAS  M.  BAKER 
REV  TIMOTHY  E.  LAWSON 
REV  LARRY  D.  O'DELL 
REV.WYBRA  PRICE 
REV  DAVE  SHEEHAN 
REV  BETTY  McCARVER 
DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
REV  GREGORY  R.  DAVIS 
REV.  GLORIOUS  WRIGHT 
REV  CONSTANCE  R.  SAIZON 


REV  CHARLES  L.  FLOYD 
REV  LEON  A  BOGGS 
REV  MARKS  THERIOT 
REV  ROY  B.  MOORE 
REV  LEON  A.  BOGGS 
REV  ROY  A.  JEFFERSON 


REV  JOSEPH  E.  HAMILTON 
REV  JOHN  G  HANKINS 
REV  FRED  BWIDEMAN 


REV  ALAN  D.EINSEL 
REV  KARL  D  WOOD 
REV  VAN  A.  STINSON 
REV  M.  JACK  O'DELL 


special 

GRETNA  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
ALDERSGATE  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC/  NEW  ORLEANS 

Shreveport 

CASTOR  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
GRACE  COMMUNITY  CHURCH 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
MANGUM  UMC 
NORTH  HIGHLANDS  UMC 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
ZWOLLE  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
ELLERBE  ROAD  UMC 


offerings 

REV  FRANKS. HARRIS  III 
REV  M  EUGENE  FINNELL 
REV  CAROL  WINN  CRAWFORD 
REV  CHRIS  A.  BLANCHARD 
REV  MARIE  &  JOHN  WILLIAMS 
REV  HADLEY  R  EDWARDS 


REV  RICHARD  COCKBURN 
REV  DOROTHY  SMITH 
REV  PAUL  C  CARROLL,  SR 
REV  ASHLEY  J  COCKBURN 
REV  DAVID  DIETZEL 
REV  CARLMUNYON 
REV  STEVEN  W.  FOWLER 
REV  CARLMUNYON 
REV  BENJAMIN  N.  MCGEHEE 
REV  EMILE  ROUSSEAU 
REV  ROBERT  HOLLIS 
REV  ROBERT  A  WEBER 
DR  R  PAT  DAY 
REV  STEVEN  W.  CARAWAY 
REV  JOHN  G.  DESCHNER 
REV  ROBERT  ROWLAND 
REV  RICHARD  C.HOOTON 
REV  JOE  CONNELLY 
REV.  LINDA  B.  GATLIN 
REV  BEVERLY  CONNELLY 
REV  DONNY  R.NEDD 
REV  JUDITH  D.  BAZER 


Extra  Apportionment 
Giving 

The  following  is  a  list  of  churches  and 
pastors,  which  in  addition  to  paying  all 
2006  apportionments  made  an  additional 
gift  to  aid  those  affected  churches  that 
were  might  have  been  unable  to  pay  1 00 
per  cent  of  their  apportionments. 

CHURCH  NAME  MINISTERS  NAME 

FAITH  COMMUNITY  UMC  REV  JOHN  CANNON 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC  REV  K.  DALE  HENSARLING 
ST  PETER  UMC  REV  ERICA  JENKINS 

FIRST  UMC/ ALEXANDRIA  REV  TIMOTHY  J. 

NEUSTIFTER 

JEFFERSON  UMC  REV  DOUGLAS  M.  BAKER 

ST  ANDREW'S  UMC  REV  LARRY  D.  O'DELL 

DARLINGTON  UMC  DR  LARRY  D  ROBERTSON 
MEADOWS  CHAPEL  UMC  REV  WALTER  L  PARKER 
TANGIPAHOA  UMC  REV  JAMES  W.  REID 

FIRST  UMC/  BASTROP  REV  MARK  BENGE 

ARCADIA  UMC  REV  JAYNE  TRAMMELL-KELLY 

BENTON  UMC  REVT.  LYNN  MALONE 

FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY  REV  DAVID  DIETZEL 
BRUSHWOOD  UMC  REV  JOHN  LAVO 

LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC  REV  BENJAMIN  N.  MCGEHEE 
HAYNESVILLE  UMC  REV  HENRY  R.  STONE 

MOORINGSPORT  UMC  REV  MICHAEL  MILLER 

FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT  DR  R  PAT  DAY 

CHRIST  UMC  REV  J. THOMAS  LOGAN 

VIVIAN  UMC  REV  KEVIN  SMITH 


Discerning  the  Call 
Retreat 
March  2-3 
The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 
Registration  Deadline: 
Feb.  19 

Register  online  through 
the  conference  website 
www.la-umc.org/youth/ 


Enroll  now  in  the  FREE 

Creative  Estate  Planning  Course 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

ofLfMuiatu 


(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 
www.umf.org 


Your  Estate  Planning  Begins  with 

One  Simple  Question: 

After  your  lifetime , 
what  will  happen  to  your 
family  and  your  church? 

Learn  about  estate  planning,  wills,  trusts, 
and  gift  and  estate  taxes  so  you  can  plan 
accordingly  for  your  family  and  your 
church. 

Our  Creative  Estate  Planning  Course, 

a  free  home-study  course  composed  of 
five  different  lessons,  can  do  just  that. 

Lessons  are  written  in  an  easy-to-follow 
format  and  will  be  mailed  to  you  at 
weekly  intervals.  Contact  us  to  enroll. 


(n-gO* 

7i  Z* 

maH* 

m  xz# 
2 

2^3# 

XI  i-*--v# 
M'  T.  '*■ 
U  ®2* 

£  0[T| 


si  00  Ul 
O  m  M 
00  ?  SI 
O  O  -T 
NJ  3  Zl 

Ul  ° 
sjO  5 
o  c  “ 
OlQ  03 

p  < 
i—  a. 

>  ■ 


<=Z 


m  33 


i/i  0 


^P^sPti  Z 


30 


Z 


"0 


CTi 


mO— ^1 
r>  w  n 


Vl  33 


* 


30 


Ul  L 
SJ  > 


n 


O 


Ul 


m 


Mark  your  calendars! 
2007  La.  Annual 
Conference 
RiverCenter 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
June  3-6 
Theme: 

Means  of  Grace:  Becoming 


_ 


Grace  People 


LOUISIANA 


METHODIST 

CHURCH 


OPPORTUNITIES  AND 
WITNESS  OF  LOUISIANA 
CONFERENCE  MINISTRIES 


VOL  8,  NO.  3 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA 


FEBRUARY  9,2007 


United  Methodist  leaders  support  global  health  initiative 


WASHINGTON  —  Singing  “nza  mu 
ranza”  from  an  African  praise  song,  an 
advisory  council  of  United  Methodist  bish¬ 
ops,  pastors,  agency  executives  and  lay 
leaders  demonsrated  their  support  for  a 
global  health  iniative  by  spontaneously 
placing  $868  on  a  conference  podium. 


With  hands  raised  and  singing  in  unison, 
they  responded  to  a  challenge  to  save  lives 
issued  by  Bishop  Thomas  Bickerton  during 
the  Global  Health  Initiative  Dialogue  Dec. 
18-19  at  the  National  Press  Club.  Sixty 
United  Methodist  leaders  and  health 
experts  met  to  raise  awareness  of  global 


health  issues  and  to  mobilize  United 
Methodists  for  action. 

“Buy  a  net.  Save  a  life,”  said  Bickerton, 
president  of  the  United  Methodist 
Commission  on  Communication.  He  was 

See  Support,  page  5 


Fire  at  Ingleside  UMC  Baton  Rouge 


Baton  Rouge  firemen  begin  to  pick  up  equipment  after  extinguishing  a  blaze  that  destroyed  the  sanctuary  and  administrative 
offices  of  Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church.  Neighbors  Jim  and  Donna  Bourg  spotted  the  blaze  early  in  the  morning  Tuesday, 
Jan  30,  then  called  911.  Rev.  Kibbie  Hatfield  is  the  pastor  of  the  Baton  Rouge  church,  which  got  its  start  in  1 946.  The  sanctuary 
was  built  in  1961. 


Blaze  destroys  sanctuary,  administrative  office; 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Rev.  Kibbie  Hatfield  remained  opti¬ 
mistic,  even  as  she  watched  Baton  Rouge 
firemen  extinguish  the  flames  which 
destroyed  her  church,  Ingleside  United 
Methodist,  early  in  the  morning  Jan.  30. 

“We’ll  have  our  children’s  services 
back  up  and  running  soon,  our  Mother’s 
Day  Out  program,”  said  Hatfield,  who 
has  served  the  Louisiana  church  for  four 
years. 


Although  the  sanctuary  and  attached 
administrative  offices  were  a  total  loss, 
the  Fellowship  Hall,  which  also  serves  as 
a  children  and  youth  building,  was 
spared. 

The  complex  suffered  an  estimated 
$2.5  million  dollars  in  damages. 

The  fire  was  spotted  by  church  neigh¬ 
bors  Jim  and  Donna  Bourg,  who  were  up 
late  Monday  night  watching  television. 
“We  went  to  bed  just  a  little  before  one 


spares  Fellowship  Hall 

(a.m.).  The  blinds  on  the  front  of  the 
house  were  closed.  God  must  have 
woken  me  up  because  at  2:05, 1  sat  up  in 
the  bed  and  saw  a  bright  light  coming 
through  the  blinds,”  said  Donna.  When 
Donna  looked  through  the  blinds,  she 
saw  a  raging  fire,  consuming  the 
Ingleside  sanctuary.  “Flames  were  com¬ 
ing  out  of  the  church  doors  and  windows. 
We  called  91 1  and  the  fire  department 
See  Fire,  page  4 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

It's  Time  for  Elections 


It  seems  like  only  yesterday  that  we 
were  preparing  for  the  Annual 
Conference  session  in  which  we  were  to 
elect  delegates  to  the  2004  General 
Conference  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  And  here  we  are  again!  We 
will  be  electing  our  delegates  for  the 
2008  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  at  this  upcoming  session  of 
our  Annual  Conference. 

Unfortunately,  our  Conference  has 
lost  two  delegates  on  the  laity  side  and 
two  on  the  clergy  side  for  the  General 
Conference  delegation.  And  we  have 
lost  two  on  the  laity  side  and  two  on  the 
clergy  side  of  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  delegation.  Whereas  we  had 
14  total  delegates  for  General 
Conference  four  years  ago,  we  will  have 
a  total  of  10  this  time.  And  we  had  28 
total  delegates  for  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  2004  and  will  have  a  total 
of  20  this  time. 

The  deduction  in  delegates  will  put  a 
small  strain  on  our  elections  this  year. 
Anytime  we  have  to  reduce  the  number 
to  be  elected,  we  have  to  be  more  con¬ 
scious  of  our  process  and  how  we  con¬ 
duct  ourselves  in  the  process. 

A  few  weeks  ago  I  was  in  a  gathering 
of  the  bishops  of  our  Jurisdiction  and  we 
were  talking  about  this  situation  of  elec¬ 
tions.  Many  were  quite  concerned  about 
what  they  were  hearing  about  pre-elec¬ 
tion  strategies  and  gatherings  in  their 
Conferences.  In  some  areas  there  are 
indications  of  “lists”  that  are  circulating 
that  indicate  who  is  an  acceptable  candi¬ 
date  and  who  isn’t.  Of  course,  such 
“lists”  seem  to  emanate  from  a  very  par¬ 
tisan  position  of  a  small  group,  and  they 
want  others  to  see  things  their  way  and 
vote  accordingly. 

I  was  impressed  with  the  elections  in 
Louisiana  four  years  ago.  There  didn’t 
seem  to  be  any  of  the  “choosing  up  of 
sides”  that  I  hear  rumored  in  other  areas. 
It  seemed  that  our  delegates  were  elected 
on  their  own  merit  as  a  child  of  God  and 
as  a  faithful,  committed  member  of 
Christ’s  holy  church.  It  wasn’t  because 
any  of  them  represented  one  faction  or 
another. 

As  one  of  our  bishops  has  pointed 
out,  “by  their  nature,  virtually  all  elec¬ 
tions  create  winners  and  losers,  insiders 
and  outsiders  . .  and  there  will  always  be 
hurt  feelings  and  wounded  pride  among 
friends  and  colleagues  who  feel  they 
have  Tost’  in  some  way.”  But  our  elec¬ 
tions  shouldn’t  be  about  winning  and  los¬ 


ing.  They  should  be 
about  who  can  best 
represent  the  church 
at  this  point  in  time 
and  who  can  give 
the  time,  effort  and 
energy  to  do  the 
research,  spend  the 
time,  and  be  faithful 
to  God’s  calling  for 
us  to  be  ‘Christ-like’  in  our  decision 
making.  Elections  are  about  the  church 
of  God  and  how  it  conducts  its  corporate 
life,  and  not  about  those  who  make  up 
the  body. 

There  will  be  many  issues  that  arise  at 
this  General  Conference.  There  will  be 
other  issues,  such  as  the  election  of  new 
bishops,  that  arise  at  the  Jurisdictional 
Conference.  It  is  our  responsibility  to 
elect  those  who  can  handle  these  with 
fairness,  openness,  and  with  a  spirit  that 
reflects  the  very  mind  of  Christ  Jesus.  I 
know  we  have  a  multitude  of  those  in 
Louisiana  who  can  fulfill  that  role. 

I  pledge  to  you  my  best  effort  to  lead 
our  voting  in  such  a  way  that  partisan¬ 
ship  takes  a  back  seat  and  integrity  and 
civility  become  the  marks  by  which  we 
do  our  elections.  We  have  an  honorable 
history  in  our  Conference  and  we  want  to 
keep  that  intact  and  not  degenerate  into 
factions  that  are  working  against  one 
another,  instead  of  working  for  the 
Kingdom  of  God. 

I  will  pray  with  you  over  the  next  few 
months  and  then  at  the  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  in  Baton  Rouge,  that  we  will  elect 
the  very  best  delegation  possible  who 
will  glorify  God  and  will  build  up  the 
church.  I  invite  you  into  this  time  of 
prayer  with  me  and  others  throughout 
our  great  church  as  we  ask  for  God’s 
guidance  and  discernment  in  this  most 
important  activity. 

The  words  of  the  Psalmist  ring  clear 
in  my  ear  -  “Let  the  words  of  my  mouth, 
and  the  meditations  of  our  hearts,  be 
acceptable  in  thy  sight,  O  Lord  our 
strength  and  our  redeemer.”  Amen  and 
Amen. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fan  /lJu^JL*****-' 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Young  people  celebrate  global  connection 

More  than  250  United  Methodist  youth  and  young  adults  from  around  the  world  cele¬ 
brated  New  Year's  Eve  together  at  the  first  ever  global  meeting  for  young  people. The 
United  Methodist  global  meeting  for  young  people  was  held  Dec.  28-Jan.  1  in 
Johannesburg,  South  Africa,  and  was  sponsored  by  the  Division  on  Ministries  with 
Young  People,  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship.The  division  was  approved  by 
the  2004  General  Conference,  the  denomination's  top  lawmaking  body.  A  UMNS  photo 
by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert 


Bishop  Hutchinson's  Holy  Land  Tour 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will  lead 
an  Educational  Opportunities  Tour  to 
the  Holy  Land,  departing  Jan.  1 5, 2008. 
The  1 0-day  trip  will  focus  on  the  educa¬ 
tional  theme, "Jesus:  His  life,  His  time,  His 
land,  His  Hebrew  faith." 

The  package  includes  roundtrip  airfare, 
guided  sightseeing,  entrance  fees, 
hotels,  buffet  breakfast  and  dinner 
daily,  Bible  study  guide  and  a  lecture 
series. 

Two  units  of  Continuing  Education  are 
available. 

The  cost  of  the  tour  is  $1798  (departure 
from  New  York).  Add  $248  for  departure 
from  New  Orleans,  $298  from  Baton 
Rouge,  $348  from  Lafayette,  Shreveport 
and  Monroe.  Discounts  are  available  for 
early  registration. 

To  register,  visit 
www.eo.travelwithus.com 


Louisiana  Conference  NfJ$( 


William  W.  Hutchinson  Resident  Bishop 

Don  Cottrill  Provost 

Betty  Backstrom  Editor 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 
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King's  message  must  be  heard  today, 
civil  rights  leader  says 


Marilyn  Thornton,  editor  for  African  American  resources  at  the  United  Methodist 
Publishing  House,  sings  a  selection  from  the  new  songbook  Zion  Still  Sings!  For  Every 
Generation. The  book  was  unveiled  Jan.  18  in  Nashville, Tenn.,  in  a  song-filled  celebra¬ 
tion  attended  by  Publishing  House  staff,  music  directors  and  members  of  local  United 
Methodist  churches. The  music  resource  chronicles  African  American  worship  and  music 
and  includes  genres  such  as  spirituals,  black  gospel,  traditional  hymns,  21  st  century 
hymns,  urban  rap  and  hip  hop.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Linda  Green. 

Zion  Still  Sings!  celebrating  black  music 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  A  civil 
rights  leader  told  a  gathering  that  racism, 
sexism,  violence  and  greed  have  wounded 
the  world  and  people  still  need  to  hear 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr.’s  words:  “You  are 
somebody.” 

“At  the  heart  of  King’s  message  was, 
‘You  are  somebody;  you  are  not  a  noth¬ 
ing,”’  said  the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  friend 
of  King’s,  civil  rights  justice  leader  and 
visiting  professor  at  Vanderbilt  University 
in  Nashville.  Lawson,  a  United  Methodist, 
was  the  keynote  speaker  at  the  United 
Methodist  Publishing  House’s  celebration 
honoring  King  on  Jan.  1 1 . 

“In  Matthew  5  Jesus  says  to  a  huge 
crowd  of  people,  ‘You  are  the  salt  of  the 
earth,  you  are  the  light  of  the  world.’  Why 
don’t  we  hear  that  message  today  when  so 
many  are  despairing?” 

Lawson  added,  “King’s  message  wasn’t 
just  for  people  of  color  but  for  the  whole 
world.” 

Before  the  worship  service,  members  of 
local  United  Methodist  churches,  other 
agencies  of  the  church  as  well  as  employ¬ 
ees  of  the  Publishing  House  took  part  in  a 
roundtable  discussion  on  “Unfinished 
Business:  Experiencing  God’s  Grace,”  led 
by  the  Rev.  Becca  Stevens,  priest  at  St. 
Augustine’s  Episcopal  Chapel  at  Vanderbilt 
University. 

Stevens  founded  Magdalene  House,  a 
two-year  residential  community  designed 
to  rehabilitate  women  with  a  criminal  his¬ 
tory  of  drug  abuse  and  prostitution.  In 
2001,  Magdalene  House  launched  Thistle 
Farms,  a  cottage  industry  that  manufactures 
bath  and  body  care  products  that  promote 
healing  and  health,  to  provide  training  and 
revenue  for  the  participants. 

In  a  time  when  more  troops  are  being 
sent  to  the  Iraq  war  and  Nashville  is  full  of 
homelessness,  racism  and  other  problems, 
Stevens  asked  the  group,  “How  do  you 
decide  what  you  are  going  to  do?  What 
takes  you  to  the  streets?” 


Lawson  noted  in  his  sermon  that  he 
heard  a  lot  of  confusion  and  despair  during 
the  roundtable  discussion. 

“There  is  no  reason  for  despair  or  con¬ 
fusion,”  he  said.  “You  are  the  crowning 
achievement  of  God’s  creation.” 

Lawson  began  by  saying  the  last  time 
he  was  at  the  Publishing  House  was  in 
1968,  when  he  was  part  of  a  group  picket¬ 
ing  outside  in  protest  of  segregation. 

“It  is  very  important  for  the  people  at 
the  Publishing  House  to  be  thinking,  read¬ 
ing  and  talking  to  each  other,”  he  said. 

He  added  he  has  sometimes  been  frus¬ 
trated  with  literature  coming  out  of  the 
Publishing  House  because  "it  always 
hedged  on  the  issues  of  the  gospel  of  Jesus 
and  racism.  ...  It  constantly  translated  the 
Scriptures  as  though  there  was  another  side 
on  the  issues  of  racism,  sexism.  “ 

“Sisters  and  brothers,  we  have  no  option 
according  to  the  Scriptures  concerning  how 
we  treat  one  another,”  he  said.  “Moses  and 
Jesus,  both  Jewish  prophets  and  teachers, 
are  quite  clear  you  shall  love  the  Lord  your 
God  with  all  your  heart,  mind  and  soul  and 
strength  and  your  neighbor  as  yourself.” 

The  Rev.  Fred  Allen,  executive  director 
of  African  American  Initiatives  and 
International  Outreach  at  the  Publishing 
House,  said  he  heard  Lawson’s  words  as  a 
challenge  to  the  Publishing  House  to  be 
more  sensitive,  “to  stay  on  course  and  be 
intentional  and  bold.” 

“The  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Dialogue 
and  Worship  Service  provided  the  audience 
with  a  fresh  vision  and  challenge  about  the 
church’s  call  for  taking  a  posture  of  inter¬ 
acting  with  the  community  in  which  it 
exists,”  Allen  said. 

“The  church  is  called  upon  to  use  its 
power  in  direct  opposition  to  those  nega¬ 
tive  elements  of  the  principalities  and  pow¬ 
ers  which  deny  the  dignity  of  the  human 
creature,”  he  said. 


BY  LINDA  GREEN 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  A  quar¬ 
ter  of  a  century  ago.  The  United  Methodist 
Church  was  introduced  to  a  songbook  cele¬ 
brating  the  musical  heritage  of  the  African 
American  church. 

Songs  of  Zion  reflected  black  heritage 
and  traditions  and  the  contemporary  black 
experience  during  a  time  when  the  denomi¬ 
nation’s  hymnal  carried  only  one  hymn 
composed  by  an  African  American  and  five 
spirituals  labeled  American  folk  hymns. 

Sales  expectations  were  low  when  print¬ 
ed  in  1981,  but  a  healthy  reception  by 
United  Methodists  and  the  ecumenical 
church  led  the  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House,  through  its  Abingdon  Press,  to 
reprint  the  book,  which  is  still  available 
and  in  use  today. 

Now  a  little  more  than  25  years  later, 
the  Publishing  House  has  produced  Zion 
Still  Sings!  For  Every  Generation,  a  fol¬ 
low-up  resource  that  captures  the  changing 
musical  dynamics  of  African  American 
worship  and  song.  The  new  congregational 
hymn  collection  emphasizes  new  contem¬ 
porary  songs  of  praise  and  worship. 

The  book  was  unveiled  Jan.  1 8  as  mem¬ 
bers  of  United  Methodist  congregations 
across  Nashville  joined  staff  members  of 
the  Publishing  House  in  a  song-filled  cele¬ 
bration. 

Scheduled  for  release  in  May,  Zion  Still 
Sings!  seeks  “to  bridge  from  the  content  of 
Songs  of  Zion  into  the  present  age,”  said 
Myron  McCoy,  the  songbook’s  general  edi¬ 
tor.  It  will  “enrich  and  enliven  the  whole 
body  of  Christ.” 

The  book  will  sell  for  $12,  with  an 
accompaniment  edition  priced  at  $55.  It 
contains  250  songs  -  80  percent  of  which  is 
new  music  copyrighted  since  1 98 1  -  and 
includes  specially  commissioned  pieces. 

According  to  the  songbook’s  editorial 
committee,  this  is  among  the  first  collec¬ 
tions  to  include  contemporary  black  church 
music  from  genres  never  before  included  in 
Christian  songbooks.  It  pulls  from  African 


American  spirituals,  black  gospel,  tradi¬ 
tional  hymns,  21st  century  hymns,  urban 
rap  and  hip  hop. 

The  songbook’s  title  “reflects  a  belief 
that  congregational  singing  is  not  a  relic  of 
the  past  but  an  essential  element  of  vital 
worship  even  today  and  tomorrow,”  said 
McCoy,  who  is  also  president  of  United 
Methodist-related  Saint  Paul  School  of 
Theology  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

The  book  is  an  “offering  for  not  just  the 
black  church  but  the  whole  United 
Methodist  Church,  the  whole  Christian 
church,”  said  the  Rev.  Gennifer  Brooks,  an 
assistant  professor  at  United  Methodist- 
related  Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary  in  Evanston,  Ill. 

The  resource  is  a  reminder  that  the 
music  of  the  church  “must  speak  to  the 
seasoned  saints  and  the  positional  youngest 
confessors  of  the  faith,  both  now  and  in  the 
future,”  McCoy  added. 

All  generations.  Brooks  said,  are  called 
to  sing  the  songs  of  Zion,  which  tell  stories 
of  faith  and  “tell  of  the  freedom  we  have  in 
Christ,  not  just  from  the  past  but  who  God 
is  for  now  and  who  God  promises  to  be 
forever.” 

Developed  by  musicians,  pastors,  edu¬ 
cators  and  worship  leaders,  Zion  Still 
Sings!  carries  worshipers  and  seekers 
“from  a  place  where  God  has  redeemed  us 
and  brought  us  into  freedom”  -  and  takes 
us  on  a  musical  journey  to  today.  Brooks 
said. 

The  Rev.  William  B.  McClain,  a  profes¬ 
sor  at  Wesley  Theological  Seminary  in 
Washington  and  the  coordinator  of  original 
Songs  of  Zion  project,  said  the  new  song¬ 
book  aims  to  “intentionally  reach  the 
unchurched  and  the  de-churched.” 

This  book  will  include  a  few  Christian 
rap  songs,  aimed  at  targeting  a  group  that 
prefers  a  different  style  of  music  than  tradi¬ 
tionally  heard  in  church. 

The  book  will  be  available  through 
Cokesbury  Bookstores  or  online  at 
www.abingdonpress.com. 


"At  the  heart  of  King's  message  was/You  are  somebody,  you  are  not  a  nothing,'"  said 
the  Rev.  James  Lawson,  a  friend  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.'s  as  well  as  a  civil  rights  justice 
leader  and  a  visiting  professor  at  Vanderbilt  University  in  Nashville,  Tenn.  Lawson  was 
the  keynote  speaker  at  the  United  Methodist  Publishing  House's  celebration  honoring 
King  on  Jan.  1 1 .  A  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 
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The  sanctuary  of  Ingieside  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  burns  during  an 
early  morning  fire  on  January  30.  Below,  Rev.  Kibbie  Hatfield,  far  right,  pastor  of 
Ingieside  UMC,  listens  as  a  representative  of  the  Baton  Rouge  Fire  Department  explains 
the  status  of  the  church  sanctuary  and  administrative  building.  Both  were  destoyed. 
Photos  by  Jim  Bourg  and  Betty  Backstrom 


Fire,  from  page  1 

was  there  within  minutes.  The  flames  even¬ 
tually  began  to  shoot  out  of  the  ceiling.  It 
was  very  sad  to  watch.  They  (Ingieside)  are 
a  very  nice  group  of  people.” 

“I  was  so  impressed  with  the  fire 
department  and  their  diligence.  They 
worked  very  hard  to  put  out  the  flames  and 
to  save  the  second  building,”  said  Hatfield, 
who  described  the  firemen’s  efforts  to  soak 
down  the  second  building,  preventing  its 
destruction. 

Judged  as  unsafe  and  in  danger  of  col¬ 
lapsing,  the  brick  frame  was  demolished 
later  in  the  day.  “Watching  the  demolition 
is  sad,  but  it  will  help  us  through  the 
mourning  process,”  said  Hatfield. 

Lucy  Sherrouse,  a  therapist  with  the 
Family  Plus  program,  stood  on  the  Bourg’s 
front  porch  waiting  to  talk  to  fire  investiga¬ 
tors.  “My  office  was  housed  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  administrative  building.  I’m 
waiting  to  see  if  the  data  on  my  computer 
can  be  salvaged,”  she  said.  The  Family 
Plus  program  is  a  satellite  initiative  of  the 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  in 
Ruston,  La. 

Ingieside  United  Methodist  Church 
began  its  ministry  in  Baton  Rouge,  La.  in 
1946.  “It  was  a  new  church  start  in  the 
middle  of  a  fairly  new  neighborhood.  At 


the  time,  it  was  the  United  Methodist 
church  on  the  east  side  of  town,”  said  for¬ 
mer  Ingieside  pastor  Tim  Lawson  of  the 
church  located  in  what  is  now  called  Mid 
City.  Lawson  stood  with  a  crowd  beyond 
the  taped  off  area,  watching  the  fireman 
pulling  equipment  back  into  emergency 
vehicles. 

The  church  sanctuary  was  built  in  1961. 
In  1992,  the  structure  was  remodeled, 
increasing  the  size  of  the  chancel  and  creat¬ 
ing  more  “useable”  space,  according  to 
Lawson. 

In  celebration  of  the  church’s  50th 
anniversary,  Ingieside  UMC  sold  two  small 
houses  behind  the  church  and  built  Jubilee 
Park  as  a  gift  to  the  surrounding  communi¬ 
ty.  The  park  is  a  frequent  site  for  birthday 
parties  and  neighborhood  gatherings,  and 
gives  area  children  a  place  to  play. 

Lawson  described  Ingieside  as  an 
“inside-out,  outside-in”  church.  “The  peo¬ 
ple  of  Ingieside  have  always  wanted  to  do 
whatever  they  could  to  share  the  life  of  the 
church  with  the  community,  and  to  bring 
people  into  their  midst.  If  there’s  a  church 
that  will  find  a  way  through  crisis,  it  is  this 
one.” 

The  cause  of  the  fire  is  still  under  inves¬ 
tigation. 


Bayou  Blue  UMC 


United  Methodist  churches  through¬ 
out  the  Louisiana  conference  celebrated 
United  Methodist  Women’s  Sunday  on 
Jan.  28,  2007.  Bayou  Blue  UMC  in 
Houma  commemorated  the  day  with  a 
morning  worship  service  led  by  the 
women  of  the  church,  featuring  special 
readings  and  music.  Past  Women  of  the 
Year  were  welcomed,  as  well  as  this 


year’s  UMW  of  the  Year,  Diana 
LeBouef. 

Guest  speaker  Margery  Manuel  from 
Lafayette,  La.  was  introduced  by  this 
year’s  UMW  President,  Vickie  Bollinger. 
Manuel  presented  a  very  interesting  talk 
on  letting  our  light  shine  for  others.  The 
service  closed  with  the  commitment 
hymn  “Here  I  Am,  Lord”. 


GIRL  SCOUTS 


Attention 
Boy  Scouts 
Girls  Scouts 
Campfire  Girls! 


Plan  to  attend  the  Religious  Awards  Campout 
March  23-25 
The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

Sponsored  by  Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Men 


Participants  ranging  from  4^  to  1 2^  grades  can  earn 
religious  awards  from 

PRAY  (Protestant  Independent  Churches)  and 
The  God  and  Country  series  for 
Catholic  Scouts 
Cost:  $15 

A  spot  to  camp,  restrooms,  showers,  cam^pjregsA 
workbook  materials  and  meals  are  provided  “ 


Find  more  information  and  registration  forms  at 

http://www.gbgm-umc.org/lacumm/indcx.htm. 

You  may  also  contact  Rev.  James  Poole  at  jpoole6f.cp-tel.net 
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Discerning  The  Call 

an  exploration  event  for  persons 
between  16  and  25  years  of  age 
interested  in  professional  ministry. 

March  2-3, 2007 


Wesley  Center 
Woodworth  Louisiana. 


If  you  feel  that  you  are  being  led  by  God  to 
consider  ministry  as  a  professional  vocation,  then  your 
participation  in  the  Discerning  The  Call  retreat  would  be 

very  beneficial. 

Cost  is  $25. 

Registration  forms  can  be  obtained  online  at 
www.la-umc.org  or  by  contacting 
John  Edd  Harper  at  225-346-1646. 

Send  your  registration  form  and  $25.00  check  to: 
Discerning  The  Call, 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

IS  GOD  CALLING  YOU?! 


Support,  from  page  7 

referring  to  the  Nothing  But  Nets  campaign 
to  buy  anti-malaria  bed  nets  for  families  in 
Africa.  Partners  in  the  campaign  include 
the  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  the  United  Nations  Foundation, 
Sports  Illustrated,  the  National  Basketball 
Association’s  foundation  NBA  Cares, 
Millennium  Promise  and  the  Measles 
Initiative. 

The  Global  Health  Initiative  Dialogue 
was  organized  by  United  Methodist 
Communications,  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  and  the  United  Nations 
Foundation.  A  grant  from  the  United 
Nations  Foundation  helped  underwrite  the 
meeting. 

“It’s  a  time  for  children  to 
celebrate, ’’said  the  Rev.  R.  Randy  Day, 
chief  executive  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries.  Children 
affected  by  malaria,  tuberculosis  and  AIDS 
don’t  have  the  chance  to  celebrate  holi¬ 
days,  he  said.  “The  children  aren’t  able 
physically  to  do  that.  They  don’t  have  the 
chance  to  live.  They  don’t  have  a  chance 
even  to  be  children. 


“This  is  a  conversation  among  leaders 
about  a  potential  major  initiative  to  invite 
the  people  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
to  help  end  the  diseases  of  poverty,”  said 
the  Rev.  Larry  Hoi  Ion,  chief  executive  of 
United  Methodist  Communications. 
“Together  we  may  do  collaboratively  what 
we  individually  could  not  do  alone.” 

“It’s  timely  that  we  meet  on  the  issue,” 
said  Hollon,  pointing  to  Dec.  18  editorials 
in  The  New  York  Times  and  The 
Washington  Post  lifting  up  concerns  about 
global  health.  On  Dec.  14  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  commitment  to  eradi¬ 
cating  malaria  was  recognized  at  the  White 
House  Summit  on  Malaria  in  Washington. 

In  Africa,  approximately  800,000  chil¬ 
dren  die  every  year  of  malaria,  a  mosquito- 
borne  disease  that  can  be  prevented  and 
treated  effectively. 

AIDS  and  malaria  are  interrelated  and 
they  are  both  connected  to  poverty,  Day 
said.  “People  want  to  do  something.  They 
want  to  save  children.”. 

Find  out  more  about  the  Nothing  But 
Nets  initiative  at  www.nbn.org. 


Igniting  Ministry  Training 


Three  national  trainers  working 
through  United  Methodist 
Communications  facilitated  a  state-wide 
Igniting  Ministry  training  on  Saturday, 

Jan.  20  and  a  church-wide  training 
Sunday,  Jan.  21,  both  held  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge, 
La. 

A  combined  total  of  1 50  United 
Methodists  benefitted  from  the  training, 
developed  by  UMCOM  to  assist  churches 
in  their  quest  to  become  more  welcoming 
congregations,  promoting  the  theme  of 
“Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open  Doors.” 

Rev.  Larry  Homitsky,  pictured  above. 


Rev.  Dawn  Hand  and  Emily  Reece  kept 
the  crowds  motivated  with  their  enthusias¬ 
tic  and  often  humorous  brand  of  delivery. 

Homitsky  currently  serves  as  Director 
of  Connectional  Ministry  for  the  Western 
Pennsylvania  Area.  Hand  serves  as  associ¬ 
ate  pastor  for  Matthews  UMC  in 
Matthews,  North  Carolina.  Reece  is  the 
Director  of  Training  for  the  Igniting 
Ministry  Initiative. 

The  facilitators  and  the  event  received 
very  positive  reviews  from  participants. 

“It  was  a  refreshing  experience.  The  train¬ 
ers  restored  my  belief  in  the  United 
Methodist  Church,”  said  one  event  goer. 


2007  Confirmation  Day 

with 

Bishop  Hutchinson 

Saturday,  March  24, 2007 
10  a.m.-3  p.m. 

Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

Join  us  as  current  confirmation  class  members  from 
around  the  state  gather  for  a  fun-filled  day  of  discovering 
how  "we  are  MEANs  people." 

Registration  begins  at  9:1 5  a.m.  with  programming  to 

begin  at  10  a.m. 

The  $20  per  person  registration  fee  covers  lunch,  t-shirt, 
and  program  costs.  Registration  deadline  is 
Friday,  March  16,2007. 

Registrations/changes  after  March  16  will  be  accepted  on 
a  space  available  basis  and  will  be  assessed  a  $1 2  late  fee. 

Register  on-line  at 

http://www.la-umc.org/youth/confday.php  or  contact 
Tom  Dolph  at  tdolph@bellsouth.net  or 
(225)  346-1646. 
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Interpreter  magazine  gets  a  Makeover 


NASHVILLE:  United  Methodist 
Communications  is  giving  Interpreter  mag¬ 
azine  a  fresh  look  and  a  whole  new  focus. 

The  January/February  2007  issue  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  official  min¬ 
istry  magazine  features  a  new,  more  visual¬ 
ly  appealing  format.  The  new  contempo¬ 
rary  nameplate  and  design,  created  by  The 
Journey  Group  of  Charlottesville,  Va., 
make  the  content  easier  to  read  and  to  navi¬ 
gate. 

The  publication  is  intentionally  refo¬ 
cused  as  a  magazine  for  both  lay  church 
leaders  and  clergy  and  potential  church 
leaders.  Interpreter  will  provide  Sunday 
school  teachers,  volunteers  in  mission, 
church  officers  and  other  people  in  congre¬ 
gations  with  a  “leadership  connection”  to 
creative  ideas,  practical  ministry  sugges¬ 
tions,  guidance  from  other  leaders  and 


Deadline  for 
Annual  Conference 
DVDs,  Videos,  &  Powerpoints 
April  13, 2007 

Submit  to: 

Drew  Sutton 
Grace  UMC 
9400  Ellerbe  Rd. 
Shreveport,  LA  71106 

Mark  Martin 
Broadmoor  UMC 
7509  University  Dr. 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  71105 
mark@broadmoorumc.org 


other  information  to  nurture  leadership 
skills. 

“We  will  strive  to  provide  you  with  con¬ 
tent  that  inspires  and  encourages  as  you 
continue  to  grow  in  Christian  faith  and  as  a 
leader  in  the  church,”  said  the  Rev.  Larry 
Hollon,  chief  executive  of  United 
Methodist  Communications.  “We  will 
combine  ‘quick  reads'  with  in-depth  arti¬ 
cles  on  important  concerns  that  affect  us 
all,  such  as  church  revitalization.” 

Interpreter  will  continue  to  provide 
inspirational  stories  and  spiritual  guidance, 
while  adding  new  departments,  such  as 
“Leadership  Link,”  which  offers  leadership 
resources,  and  “Lighter  Fare,”  which 
includes  fun  articles  and  healthy  recipes. 

The  magazine’s  revitalization  follows 
more  than  a  year  of  focus  group  and  tele¬ 
phone  research  conducted  by  the  Martec 

Centenary  College 

SHREVEPORT,  LA  —  The  Hurley 
School  of  Music  at  Centenary  College  will 
be  holding  its  final  audition  weekend  for 
prospective  music  majors  for  the  2007-08 
school  year  on  Friday,  March  2,  and 
Saturday,  March  3,  2007.  The  auditions 
will  take  place  in  Anderson  Auditorium  of 
the  Hurley  School  of  Music. 

Auditions  are  required  for  all  applicants 
who  wish  to  be  admitted  into  the  Hurley 
School  of  Music  as  music  majors.  Hurley 
has  been  accredited  by  the  National 
Association  of  Schools  of  Music  since 
1936,  and  degree  programs  include  the 
Bachelor  of  Music  in  performance,  music 


Corporation.  Readers  and  potential  readers 
were  asked  what  they  were  looking  for  and 
how  the  magazine  could  better  meet  their 
needs. 

The  mission  of  Interpreter  magazine  is 
to  inform  United  Methodist  laity  and  cler¬ 
gy  about  the  wide-ranging  ministries  of  the 
general  church  and  to  promote  active 
involvement  in  them. 

Some  churches  purchase  subscriptions, 
in  addition  to  the  seven  they  receive 
through  the  World  Service  Fund,  for  offi¬ 
cers,  committee  members  and  others  who 
provide  leadership  in  a  variety  of  ways. 
Interpreter  magazine  publishes  six  issues  a 
year  and  has  1 80,000  subscribers.  A  one- 
year  individual  subscription  costs  $  1 2. 

For  more  information,  visit 
lnterpretermagazine.org  or  call  (888)  346- 
3862. 

sets  Hurley  School 

education,  theory/composition  and  sacred 
music,  as  well  as  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  in 
music.  Admittance  into  the  School  of 
Music  is  separate  from  the  process  for 
admission  into  Centenary  College.  When 
prospects  audition  for  admission,  they  are 
also  considered  for  music  scholarship 
awards. 

All  applicants  will  sight-read  a  brief 
excerpt  specific  to  their  instrument,  and  a 
piano  accompanist  will  be  available  at  no 
charge  to  all  prospects  requesting  one. 

Students  who  will  not  be  majoring  in 
music  but  who  would  like  to  sing  or  play  in 
an  ensemble  may  schedule  an  audition  with 
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of  Music  auditions 


an  individual  ensemble  director  at  their 
convenience  at  a  later  date.  Ensembles 
include  the  Camerata,  Cantare,  Chorale  and 
Centenary  College  choirs.  Opera 
Workshop,  Orchestra,  Wind  Ensemble, 
Chamber  Winds,  Jazz  Band,  Percussion 
Ensemble,  Centenary  Carillons,  and  vari¬ 
ous  chamber  music  ensembles,  including 
string  quartets. 

Audition  times  must  be  scheduled  in 
advance.  For  more  information  or  to  sched¬ 
ule  an  audition,  contact  the  Hurley  music 
office  at  318-869-5235  or  at  music@cente- 
nary.edu. 


Employment  Opportunities 


New  Orleans  Mission  Zone 

The  New  Orleans  Mission  Zone  is  looking  for  a  full-time  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries.  This  will  involve  coordinating  existing  youth  ministries  among  stand 
alone  churches  and  churches  in  the  seven  cooperative  parishes.  Other  duties  will 
involve  planning  and  implementing  youth  activities  and  leading  worship.  A  suc¬ 
cessful  applicant  will  have  experience  in  youth  work,  be  highly  motivated,  and 
have  a  desire  to  work  in  a  mission  setting  in  a  major  urban  center.  References 
required  along  with  background  check.  Send  resume  to  Dr.  Martha  Orphe  through 
email,  lamissionzone@bellsouth.net,  or  mail  to  Mission  Zone,  3401  Canal  St.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  70119.  Deadline  for  applications  is  March  1. 

First  UMC  -  Amite 

First  United  Methodist  Church,  Amite  is  seeking  a  full-time  Director  of  Children 
and  Youth  Ministries.  Salary  is  competitive  and  includes  health,  pension,  travel, 
and  continuing  ed.  For  a  complete  job  description  and  other  information  contact 
Brady  Whitton  at  (985)  748-5353  or  bwhitton@AmiteUMC.org 

Asbury  UMC  -  Lafayette 

Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lafayette  is  searching  for  a  Director  of 
Preschool  Ministries.  This  full-time  position  leads  the  Asbury  Day  School  and 
Mother’s  Day  Out  Programs  which  provide  educational  and  spiritual  experiences 
for  children  six  months  to  five  years  of  age.  A  college  degree  in  education  or  child 
development  and  experience  in  Christian  education  are  required  to  provide  strong 
leadership  for  200  preschool  children  of  the  church  and  the  community.  Offering 
competitive  salary  and  benefits.  Accepting  resumes  through  March  15. 

Send  resume  to  sandrab@asbury-umc.org  or  Rev.  Ann  Sutton,  101  Live  Oak 
Blvd,  Lafayette,  LA  70503 


Camp  Caney  -  Summer 

In  their  October  Board  of  Trustees  meeting,  the  Caney  Conference  Center  board 
approved  the  financing  and  construction  of  an  outdoor  Recreation  Center.  The 
Center  will  include  a  High/Low  ropes  course  as  well  as  a  Climbing  Wall.  The 
structures  are  being  built  by  Signature  Research,  a  company  out  of  Atlanta  with 
years  of  experience  in  building  these  structures  for  camps.  The  structure  is  an 
attempt  to  revitalize  the  older  youth  population  attending  camp  as  well  as  reach  out 
to  other  venues  such  as  schools  and  corporations  for  teambuilding  activities.  Project 
completion  dates  are  unknown  but  expected  to  be  finished  before  summer  season. 

Those  wishing  to  volunteer  this  summer,  or  to  send  applications  for  paid  staff  or 
Counselor  in  Training  (CIT)  positions  should  contact  James  Parkerson,  camp  man¬ 
ager,  at  manager@caneycamp.com  or  call  (318)  377-6756. 

Summer  Minister  sought 

A  pastor  for  the  position  of  Summer  Minister  at  the  historic  Little  Church  in  the 
Pines  located  in  Island  Park,  Idaho  is  needed  from  Memorial  Day  weekend  through 
Labor  Day  weekend.  This  is  a  diverse  ecumenical  congregation  located  in  a  rural, 
mountain  vacation  area,  25  miles  from  Yellowstone  National  Park.  The  Island  Park 
community  desires  a  pastor  with  seminary  education  and  some  experience  in  minis¬ 
tering  to  small,  isolated  populations.  This  job  is  a  seasonal,  part-time  position.  Full 
hookup  trailer  spot  provided  plus  negotiable  weekly  stipend  and  travel  allowance. 
Arrangements  for  suitable  housing  can  be  made  if  you  do  not  own  a  travel  trailer  or 
RV. 

If  you  are  interested  in  applying  for  the  position  of  Summer  Minister  at  the 
Little  Church  in  the  Pines  for  2007,  request  an  Application  for  Summer  Minister 
from  the  Regional  Council  for  Christian  Ministry  office  at  P.  O.  Box  2236,  Idaho 
Falls,  ID  83403-2236  or  email  LittleChurch@onewest.net.  For  questions,  please 
call  the  office  at  (208)  524-9935  from  9  a.m.-2:30  p.m.  on  Monday,  Wednesday  or 
Thursday.  Deadline  for  applications  is  Feb.  28,  2007. 
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2007  Annual  Conference  Delegate  information 


Hotels  and  Motels 

Editor's  Note:  The  2007  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will 
be  held  in  Baton  Rouge  from  Jan.  3-6  at  the  Baton  Rouge 
RiverCenter,  located  in  the  Downtown  area  of  the  city. 
Those  attending  this  year's  annual  conference  will  need  to 
make  their  own  arrangements  for  accomodations  while 
staying  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  conference  has  been  able  to 
obtain  discounted  rates  from  four  hotels,  which  are  indi¬ 
cated  below  with  a  double  asterisk.  A  number  of  other 
area  hotels  are  listed  below  with  addresses  and  phone 
numbers.  When  placing  reservations  with  the  four  dis¬ 
counted  hotels,  remember  to  mention  that  you  are  with 
La.  United  Methodist  Church  Conference. 


AmeriSuites 

6080  Bluebonnet  70809 
(225)  769-4400 

Baton  Rouge  Marriott 
5500  Hilton  Ave.  70808 
(225)  924-5000 

Best  Western  Chateau  Suites 
710  North  Lobdell  Ave.  70809 
(225)  769-6700 

Best  Western  Richmond  Suites 
5668  Hilton  Ave.  70808 
(225)  924-6500 

Chase  Woodfin  Hotel 
5522  Corporate  Blvd.  70808 
(225)  927-5630 

Comfort  Suites  College  Drive 
3045  Valley  Creek  Dr.  70808 
(225)  923-3377 

Courtyard  by  Marriott 
2421  South  Acadian  Thwy. 
70808 

(225)  924-6400 

Courtyard  by  Marriott/Siegen 
10307  North  Mall  Dr. 

(800)  321-2211 

Embassy  Suites 

491 4  Constitution  Ave.  70808 

(225)  924-6556 

Extended  Stay** 

6250  Corporate  Blvd.  70809 
(225)  201-0330 
5%  Discount 

Fairfield  Inn  by  Marriott 
7559  Essen  Park  Ave.  70809 
(225)  766-9493 


Hampton  Inn 

4646  Constitution  Ave.  70808 
(225)  926-9990 

Hilton  Capitol  Center** 

201  Lafayette  St.  70801 
(225)  344-5866 
Run  of  House  $109 
Riverview  $119 
Reservation  Due  Date  5/2 

Hilton  Garden  Inn** 

3330  Harding  Blvd.  70807 
(by  the  Airport) 

(225)  357-6177 
Double  $89 
Single  $89 

Holiday  Inn  Express 

4924  Constitution  Ave.  70808 

(225)  930-0600 

Holiday  Inn  Select 

4728  Constitution  Ave.  70808 

(225)  925-2244 

Holiday  Inn  South** 

9940  Airline  Hwy.  70816 
(225)  924-7021 
Tower  $99 
Courtyard  $89 
Reservation  Due  Date  5/1 1 

Homewood  Suites  by  Hilton 
5860  Corporate  Blvd.  70808 
(225)  927-1700 

Microtel  Inn  and  Suites 
1031 1  Plaza  Americana  Dr. 
70816 

(225)  927-9997 
Sleep  Inn 

10332  Plaza  Americana  70816 
(225)  926-8488 


**Denotes  hotels  offering  discounted  rates.  Please  mention  the 
United  Methodist  Church  Conference  when  making  your 
reservation. 
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Pre-Conference  Training 


May  6  Lake  Charles  District 

University  UMC,  Lake  Charles  3:00  pm 

May  6  Alexandria  District 

Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alexandria  3:00  pm 

May  6  Shreveport  District 

Summer  Grove  UMC,  Shreveport  3:00  pm 

First  UMC,  Minden  6:00  pm 

May  6  Baton  Rouge  District 

Jefferson  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  3:00  pm 

May  6  Acadiana  District 

Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette  3:00  pm 

Pharr  Chapel  UMC,  Morgan  City  6:30  pm 

May  6  Monroe  District 

Lea  Joyner  Mem.  UMC,  Monroe  2:30  pm 

May  6  New  Orleans  District 

Munholland  UMC,  New  Orleans  3:00  pm 


Resource  helps  believers 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn. —  Discipleship 
Resources,  a  publishing  unit  of  GBOD, 
announces  the  publication  of  Witness: 
Learning  to  Share  Your  Christian  Faith  by 
Ron  Crandall. 

“Witness  offers  the  church  an  opportu¬ 
nity  to  explore  deeply  the  Christina  faith  in 
ways  that  encourage  the  sharing  of  faith 
with  others,  said  the  Rev.  Karen 
Greenwaldt,  top  executive  for  GBOD. 

“Readers  will  discover  the  richness  of 
the  journey  of  faith  that  is  explored  and 
practiced  in  the  company  of  others  includ¬ 
ing  those  who  have  never  heard  the  mes¬ 
sage  of  the  gospel,”  she  said. 

Originally  published  in  2001,  the 
revised  and  updated  version  of  Witness 
includes  a  25-week  experience  that  contin¬ 
ues  the  tradition  of  learning  about  Christian 
faith  through  Bible  study  and  reflection; 

growing  spiritually  within  a  small-group 
experience; 

identifying  gifts  for  ministry;  and 

learning  how  to  witness  to  others  in  a 
natural  and  effective  way. 

“For  me,  my  Witness  journey  became  a 
key  part  of  my  life.  It  was  a  time  of  spiritu¬ 
al  growth  and  a  time  of  bonding  with 
Christian  brothers  and  sisters,”  says  T.  Jeff 
Chandler,  editor,  Strength  and 
Conditioning  Journal  and  also  professor 
and  department  head  at  Jacksonville  State 
University. 

"We  are  called  to  tell  our  story  about 
the  love  of  Christ  and  what  he  has  done  in 


share  faith 

our  lives.  We  are  called  to  live  our  lives  in 
such  a  way  that  others  see  Christ  in  our 
words  and  actions. 

Ron  Crandall  has  found  a  unique  and 
effective  way  to  reinforce  one  of,  if  not  the 
most  important,  concepts  of  living  the 
Christian  life;  we  are  called  to  be  witnesses 
to  our  experiences  with  Christ,”  he  said. 

The  revised  edition  of  Witness  is  com¬ 
plete  in  one  volume,  including  space  for 
writing  responses  to  questions  as  well  as 
space  for  other  written  reflection. 

The  new  book  has  a  lay-flat  binding  that 
allows  ease  of  writing  and  also  includes 
guidance  for  leaders. 

Ron  Crandall  is  Associate  Dean  of  the  E. 
Stanley  Jones  School  of  World  Mission 
and  Evangelism  at  Asbury  Theological 
Seminary  in  Wilmore,  Kentucky.  He  is  the 
author  of  numerous  articles  and  books. 

Witness:  Learning  to  Share  Your  Christian 
Faith 

ISBN:  978-088177-493-1 
8  1/4”  x  10  5/8” 

216  pages 
$14.00 

Retail  categories:  Church  &  Ministry  / 
Church  Life/  Evangelism  &  Outreach 
Audience  includes  laity  in  small  groups; 
college  ministries;  clergy. 

For  more  information,  call  the  Media 
Relations  Office  toll  free  at  (877)  899- 
2780,  Ext.  7017. 
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Sermons  on  tithing  change  lives 


The  following  is  a 
letter  written  by  Rev. 
Tim  Smith,  pastor  of 
Pearl  River  United 
Methodist  Church. 
Louisiana  Now  wel¬ 
comes  similar  contri¬ 
butions  that  share  suc¬ 
cess  stories  from  local 
churches  regarding 
church  programs,  cam¬ 
paigns  or  initiatives. 
-Editor 


m 


Rev.  Tim  Smith 


In  October  of  2006, 1  preached  a  series 
of  sermons  on  money  as  we  geared  up  for 
our  annual  stewardship  campaign.  The 
three  topics  were,  “Devotion,”  “Debt”  and 
“Discipline.” 

When  it  came  time  to  talk  about  tithing, 
I  challenged  my  congregation  to  try  tithing 
for  a  month  and  to  test  God  as  the 
Scripture  says  to  see  if  He  would  provide 
as  promised. 

One  of  our  members,  Isabel  Lea,  was 
very  touched  by  that  idea.  In  her  70’s, 
Isabel  and  her  husband  had  made  meager 
wages  all  their  lives.  Jesse  was  a  blue  col¬ 
lar  worker  and  Belle  was  a  cook.  Some  of 
their  adult  children  live  with  them  so  Jesse 
and  Belle  can  get  by  financially. 

Jesse  died  in  July  of  2006.  The  family 
didn’t  even  have  the  money  lo  bury  him. 
The  Pearl  River’s  congregation  decided  to 
contribute  $1000  toward  the  burial. 

After  my  sermon  on  tithing,  Isabel 
called  one  day  and  asked  what  a  tithe 
would  be  for  her.  I  explained  that  it  was 
10%  of  her  income.  She  said  that  she 
received  $900  a  month  from  Social 
Security  and  asked  what  a  tithe  would  be. 
After  we  spoke,  she  said  she  had  been  giv¬ 
ing  $45  a  month  but  starting  Sunday,  she 
was  going  to  double  it. 

I  was  hesitant,  given  her  financial  situa¬ 
tion.  I  told  Isabel  about  the  widow’s  mite 
and  spoke  of  sacrificial  giving.  I  suggested 
that  maybe  the  tithe  might  be  too  much  for 
her.  She  refused  to  listen  and  wanted  to 
start  tithing  and  trusting  God.  She  believed 
God  would  provide. 

A  week  later,  Isabel  called  me  with  an 
exciting  story.  While  checking  out  at  a  gro¬ 
cery  store,  the  manager  told  her  she  had 
won  $  1 50  in  groceries.  This  came  at  a  time 
when  she  didn’t  have  enough  money  for 
the  food  her  family  really  needed.  If  that 
wasn’t  enough,  she  was  at  a  gas  station  fil¬ 
ing  up  her  daughter’s  car  because  she 
drives  Isabel  wherever  she  needs  to  go. 
When  she  went  to  pay  for  the  gas,  she  was 
told  the  gas  was  free. 

For  more  than  15  years  I  have  taught  a 
mid-week  Bible  study  which  focuses  on 
the  sermon  text  for  the  coming  week.  The 
week  I  was  going  to  preach  on  debt,  the 
text  was  II  Kings  4:2-7. 1  also  drew  upon 
“The  borrower  is  a  servant  to  the  lender,” 
Proverbs  22:7  and  “You  are  bought  with  a 
price  so  donOt  be  the  servants  of  men,”  1 
Corinthians  7:23. 

As  the  study  came  to  an  end,  I  felt  we 
needed  to  do  something  more  than  just  talk 
about  debt.  So  I  raised  the  idea  of  taking  a 
special  “debt”  offering  the  following 


Sunday  with  the  goal  of  raising  $1000. 

(We  often  take  special  offerings  in  the 
church  for  families  whose  homes  have 
burned  or  a  medical  crisis  where  there  are 
no  funds  to  pay  for  it.  On  average,  we  raise 
between  $300-400.)  The  money  would  go 
to  one  randomly  selected  family  to  help 
them  pay  down  their  debt  and  give  them  a 
start  on  that  process.  The  church  would 
send  a  check  directly  to  the  company  to 
whom  they  were  in  debt. 

Well,  that  Sunday  I  explained  at  the  end 
of  the  sermon  that  we  didn’t  just  want  to 
tell  people  to  get  out  of  debt  but  wanted  to 
give  them  a  hand  out  of  debt.  We  took  the 
offering  and  raised  more  than  $700.  We 
then  used  $300  out  of  our  budget  to  get  to 
$1000. 

We  also  offered  a  two-week  video  sem¬ 
inar  the  week  after  my  sermon.  The  CCN 
program  produced  by  Dick  Towner  was 
entitled  “Getting  Out  of  Debt.”  Those  who 
attended  both  seminar  sessions  would  be 
eligible  for  the  drawing.  As  grace  would 
have  it,  the  winner  of  the  drawing  was 
Isabel! 

The  second  week  of  December,  a 


church  family  approached  me  and  told  me 
God  had  really  blessed  them  this  year  in 
their  business.  They  wanted  to  give  $500 
for  one  of  the  families  who  didn’t  win  the 
$  1 000  drawing.  That  Sunday,  the  family 
who  came  forward  to  light  the  Advent 
Candle  was  the  same  family  whose  name 
was  drawn  for  the  $500.  This  family  was 
one  of  the  families  who  had  lost  every¬ 
thing  in  Chalmette  from  Katrina. 

This  past  week,  Isabel  pulled  me  aside 
and  told  me  that  in  October  she  had  nine 
outstanding  debts.  As  of  today,  she  has  one 
left  and  that  will  be  paid  off  in  two 
months.  For  the  first  time  in  her  adult  life, 
she  will  be  debt  free. 

It’s  amazing  to  watch  God  work 
through  a  simple  sermon  series,  a  wild¬ 
eyed  idea  and  a  few  people  who  are  com¬ 
mitted  to  getting  out  of  debt  and  Crusting 
God.  It  has  reminded  me  how  faithful  God 
really  is  when  we  seek  His  will  and  strive 
to  be  stewards  of  all  that  He  has  given  us. 

In  His  service, 

Rev.  Tim  Smith 

Pastor  of  Pearl  River  UMC 


Open  Hearts 
Open  Minds 
Open  Doors 


Invite  a  friend 
to  join  you  at 
Church  this 
Sunday! 


56  years. 

The  amount  of  time,  if 
making  only  minimum 
payments,  it  takes  to  pay  off 
$10,000  at  18%  interest. 


BUDGET  COURSE 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 

(800)  256-93 1 7  or  (225)  346- 1 535 
www.umf.org 


Acquire  the  skills  you  need  to  control 
your  finances  rather  than  allowing  your 
finances  to  control  you! 

Ask  for  the  Good  $ense  Budget 
Course  at  your  church—  a  workshop 
available  to  local  United  Methodist 
Churches  that  will  help  you: 

■  Prioritize  your  financial  goals 

■  Develop  a  personalized  spending  plan 

■  Learn  how  to  decrease  expenses  and 
reduce  debt 

■  Apply  God’s  principles  of  stewardship 
to  everyday  life 

■? 

Or  call  the  Foundation  office 
to  find  out  where  Good  $ense 
is  being  offered  near  you! 
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Churches  seek  to  come  back  from  Hurricane  Rita 


On  the  Journey  / 2 


Mission  Zone/3 


Rita/pg  3 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM,  EDITOR 

Rev.  Wayne  Taylor,  pastor  of  Sweetlake 
United  Methodist  Church,  knows  about  life 
in  the  Southwest  Louisiana  Mission  Zone. 

Despite  the  effects  of  over  $200,000 
damage  to  Sweetlake  UMC’s  sanctuary  and 
gymnasium,  he  and  the  church’s  congrega¬ 
tion  have  been  immersed  in  an  ongoing 


ministry  of  supply  distribution  to  those 
most  deeply  affected  by  Hurricane  Rita. 

Shortly  after  the  hurricane  struck,  even 
without  electricity,  the  church  began 
receiving  materials  for  distribution.  The 
first  donations  came  from  an  electrician  in 
Arkansas,  who  brought  a  generator,  food 
and  cleaning  supplies.  “I’m  still  not  sure 


how  he  got  my  name  and  number.  But  the 
donations  started  to  pour  in  after  we  con¬ 
tacted  other  institutions  and  we  got  better 
connected  with  those  who  wanted  to  help 
out,”  said  Taylor. 

Sweetlake  UMC  is  still  one  of  the 
largest  facilities  left  standing  in  the 
See  Rita,  page  3 


A  Tale  of  Three  Churches 


The  sanctuary  of  Aurora  United  Methodist  Church,  top,  was  spared  from  damages  caused  by  winds  during  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Rev.  James  Haynes  stands  in  a  doorway  of  Cornerstone  UMC,  showing  restoration  in  progress.  Ross  UMC  received  extensive 
storm  damage  to  its  sanctuary  roof  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  Hurricane  Rita's  winds  added  to  the  destruction  of  the  building. 

New  Orleans  churches  in  various  stages  of  recovery 


BY  REV. TRACY  L.  MACKENZIE 

Charles  Dickens  in  "A  Tale  of  Two 
Cities,"  opens  the  novel  in  this  way:  "It 
was  the  best  of  times.  It  was  the  worst  of 
times."  New  Orleans  has  certainly  expe¬ 
rienced  the  “best”  and  “worst”  of  times. 
The  following  article  tells  the  story  of  the 
recovery  of  three  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  Mission  Zone.  As  you  read  these 
stories,  think  of  the  churches  on  a  contin¬ 
uum  from  "Beginning  Recovery- 
Recovery-  Rebirth."  They  are  symbolic 
of  the  48  United  Methodist  churches  in 


the  Louisiana  Hurricane  Recovery  area, 
including  New  Orleans,  Lake  Charles 
and  Acadiana. 

Beginning  Recovery 
Ross  United  Methodist  Church 
Prior  to  Hurricane  Katrina,  Ross 
United  Methodist  Church  was  experienc¬ 
ing  a  renewal.  Under  new  pastoral  leader¬ 
ship,  the  church  was  beginning  to  see  a 
revival  in  the  community.  Although  the 
area  around  Ross  UMC  was  largely 
untouched  by  Katrina,  the  church  experi¬ 
enced  extensive  storm  damage  to  its  roof. 


It  was  the  second  wind  that  blew. 
Hurricane  Rita,  that  all  but  destroyed  the 
church  sanctuary.  In  addition  to  the  loss 
of  the  sanctuary,  their  pastor  sustained 
losses  to  his  home  and  relocated  to  anoth¬ 
er  part  of  the  state. 

The  establishment  of  the  Mission 
Zone  placed  Ross  UMC  in  Cooperative 
Parish  4,  the  River  Road  Cooperative 
Parish  led  by  Rev.  Tracy  MacKenzie, 

Rev.  Sheri  Zehner  and  Rev.  Anice  Moses. 
Beginning  in  June,  the  church  and  the 

See  Churches,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Card  from  the  Past 


As  I  was  going  through  my  mail 
recently,  I  noticed  an  envelope  from  a 
dear  friend.  Kathy,  my  Executive 
Administrator,  had  opened  the  envelope 
for  me  and  there  were  two  cards  sticking 
out  for  me  to  read.  The  first  one  I 
retrieved  was  a  Christmas  card  even 
though  it  was  already  a  full  month  after 
Christmas.  As  I  opened  the  card  and 
looked  at  the  signature  on  it,  my  heart 
raced!  There  in  the  unmistakable  shaky 
writing  that  became  common  for  my 
mother  in  her  later  years  was  her  signa¬ 
ture,  “Loreta.”  For  a  moment  I  was  star¬ 
tled  and  confused.  For  another  moment  I 
was  transported  back  in  time.  For  anoth¬ 
er  moment  I  was  totally  shaken  in  my 
spirit.  How  did  this  card  get  in  my  mail? 
After  all,  my  mother  died  nearly  three 
years  ago  now. 

Then  I  opened  the  other  card  from  my 
friend  and  all  was  explained.  He  wrote 
something  like,  “I  thought  you  might 
want  this  card  I  received  from  Ms. 

Loreta  before  her  death.”  It  was  a  beau¬ 
tiful  and  thoughtful  gesture,  but  it  was 
one  that  totally  unnerved  me  for  a  short 
while. 

Isn’t  it  amazing  how  small  reminders 
can  immediately  transport  us  into  our 
past,  making  us  long  for  what  once  was. 

I  sat  at  my  desk  that  afternoon  and 
wished  I  could  see  more  than  my  moth¬ 
er’s  handwriting.  I  wanted  to  see  her 
face.  I  wanted  to  converse  with  her  once 
again.  I  wanted  things  to  return  to  yes¬ 
terday  and  have  all  the  loneliness,  sad¬ 
ness,  and  sorrow  that  have  been  precipi¬ 
tated  by  her  death  to  disappear  as  if  it 
never  happened.  But,  alas,  that  is  not 
possible.  She  has  gone  on  to  her  eternal 
home  and  life  has  changed  permanently 
for  me.  Wishing  it  to  be  different  won’t 
change  a  thing.  Life  has  been  altered. 

A  couple  of  weeks  ago  I  sat  in  the 
upstairs  conference  room  at  St.  Luke’s 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans.  I  had  joined  with  others  who 
are  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  the 
Mission  Zone  work  and  we  spent  two 
full  days  talking  with  clergy  teams  and 
lay  representatives  of  all  the  churches 
that  are  in  Cooperative  Parishes  as  a 
result  of  Katrina  and  Rita.  These  were 
two  days  of  inspiration  and  hope.  As 
clergy  shared  their  vision  and  experience 
and  as  laity  shared  their  dreams  along 
with  their  disappointments,  it  became 
more  and  more  confirmed  that  life  for 
New  Orleans  has  been  severely  altered. 
Our  United  Methodist  churches  that  pop¬ 
ulated  much  of  the  flood  ravaged  areas 
are  struggling  to  find  their  members  and 
still  facing  destroyed  buildings  that  have 
had  nothing  more  than  the  basic  gutting 
and  clean-up  done  to  them. 
Neighborhoods  are  still  vacant  and 
recovery  of  the  basic  infrastructure  for 
the  city  is  very  slow  in  being  replaced. 


Yet,  in  the  midst  of 
what  could  be  over¬ 
whelming  depres¬ 
sion  there  are  great 
rays  of  hope  and 
life.  There  is  vitality 
of  spirit  in  our  cler¬ 
gy.  There  is  strength 
of  character  and 
determination  in  our 
laity.  And  even 
though  all  around 
looks  very  foreboding,  there  is  the  spirit 
of  survival  and  determined  growth. 

It  would  be  so  easy  to  sit  and  look  at 
some  of  the  signatures  of  the  past  and 
just  get  totally  lost  in  wishing  for  yester¬ 
day.  When  you  see  some  of  the 
destroyed  buildings  and  areas,  you  just 
want  to  ciy  and  say,  “I  don’t  want  it  to  be 
different  than  it  was.”  But  the  over¬ 
whelming  truth  is  that  it  IS  different  than 
it  was  and  will  be  forever  more.  And 
just  as  we  must  face  the  death  of  a  loved 
one  with  the  determination  that  we  take 
what  they  have  given  us,  add  it  to  our 
lives  and  move  on  with  confidence  and 
assurance,  it  is  now  time  to  do  the  same 
with  our  spiritual  presence  in  a  changed 
and  changing  city.  We  realize  it  will 
never  be  the  same  again.  But  that  will 
not  stop  us  from  being  the  church  in  new, 
meaningful,  and  responsive  ways. 

The  spirit  I  encountered  those  two 
days  in  the  upstairs  conference  room  at 
St.  Luke’s  UMC  said,  “We  mourn  the 
past.  We  struggle  with  the  present.  But 
we  have  great  hope  for  the  future.” 

Praise  God  for  the  spirit  of  the  church 
that  is  emerging  in  the  aftermath  of  this 
tragedy! 

As  I  looked  out  the  window  of  the 
upstairs  room,  there  was  a  sign  across  the 
street  that  caught  my  attention. 

“Welcome  Home  New  Orleans,”  it  read. 
It  was  in  the  front  yard  of  a  destroyed 
home  that  was  being  rebuilt.  That  home 
won’t  look  the  same  as  it  once  did  when 
it  is  finished  anew.  Neither  will  the  city 
in  which  it  resides.  But  both  the  home 
and  the  city  are  a  part  of  God’s  new 
vision  for  God’s  people.  Do  I  know 
what  that  vision  fully  looks  like?  No,  I 
don’t.  But  I’m  eager  to  see  it  unfold  and 
I  am  glad  to  be  sharing  the  unfolding 
with  the  people  called  United  Methodist. 
We  will  be  the  church  for  today,  built  on 
the  shoulders  of  yesterday,  and  standing 
on  tiptoe  to  see  what  we  should  be 
tomorrow.  “Praise  God  from  whom  all 
blessings  flow,”  including  the  blessing  of 
the  ongoing  life  of  the  church  and  the 
city  called  New  Orleans. 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Foundation  sponsors  Ministers' Week  at  Perkins 


Rob  Fairly,  president  of  the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana,  presents  a  check 
to  Dr.  William  B.  Lawrence,  dean  of  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  Southern  Methodist 
University  in  Dallas  on  February  5,  to  underwrite  the  three-day  Ministers  Week:  Faith 
and  Money,  conducted  on  the  campus  of  SMU.  Photo  by  Hillsman  Jackson. 


Children's  Home  breakfast  slated 


United  Methodists  have  an  opportunity 
to  leam  more  about  the  La.  Methodist 
Children’s  Home  in  Ruston  at  a  compli¬ 
mentary  breakfast  slated  for  April  24  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

La.  State  Senator  Randy  Ewing,  master 
of  ceremonies,  will  introduce  Dr.  Terrel  De 
Ville,  CEO  and  president  of  the  Children’s 
Home,  to  a  breakfast  crowd  of  nearly  500 
at  the  Holiday  Inn  Select,  located  off 
College  Dr.  near  Interstate  10.  The  event  is 
from  7-8:15  a.m. 

De  Ville  and  members  of  his  staff  will 
share  the  latest  information  about  the 
Children’s  Home,  including  the  upcoming 


expansion  of  their  programs  and  services  in 
south  Louisiana. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Superintendent  Rev.  Larry 
Miller  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  pastor  of 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  will  be  part  of 
the  program.  Music  will  be  performed  by 
the  Children’s  Choir  from  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Testimonies  and  success  stories  from 
persons  served  by  the  Children’s  Home 
will  also  be  shared. 

For  more  information,  or  to  make  a 
reservation,  contact  Douglas  Hall  at  (985) 
860-5247. 
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Louisiana  still  picking  up  the  pieces  post  hurricanes 


Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  Director  of  the  La.  Mission  Zone  for  Church  Recovery,  works 
directly  with  Louisiana  churches  affected  by  Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina. 


BY  LISA  ELLIOTT  DIEHL 

There  are  more  than  5,000  houses  on 
the  U.S.  Army  Corps  of  Engineers’  list  that 
still  need  to  be  gutted  out.  Of  those,  more 
than  1,000  are  on  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief’s  list  through  the  four 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  storm  recov¬ 
ery  centers  in  New  Orleans. 

The  recovery  centers  employ  30  full¬ 
time  case  managers  and  have  5,400  cases. 
Each  case  manager  can  only  work  25  cases 
at  a  time,  which  means  that  it  will  take 
considerable  time  to  work  through  the 
cases. 

In  New  Orleans,  there  are  806  homes 
currently  on  the  rebuild  list.  There  are  200 
homes  on  the  rebuild  list  in  the  Slidell  area, 
and  100  rebuilds  and  1,500  major  home 
repairs  on  the  list  in  the  Lake  Charles  area. 

The  key  to  the  recovery  efforts  are  the 
volunteers  who  come  to  Louisiana  to  gut 
and  rebuild  homes  for  homeowners  who 
would  have  no  other  way  to  rebuild.  And 
those  volunteer  hours  have  additional  bene¬ 
fits  for  the  state  of  Louisiana. 

“Every  disaster  has  a  debt  to  be  repaid 
to  the  government,”  said  Rev.  Darryl  Tate, 
executive  director  of  recovery  ministry  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
“Louisiana’s  debt  I  think  is  something  like 
$280  billion.  The  taxpayers  of  Louisiana 
have  to  repay  that.” 

However,  the  federal  government  recog¬ 
nizes  the  hours  volunteers  serve  in  the 
recovery  process  as  a  gift-in-kind.  Each 
hour  of  service  lowers  the  state’s  debt  by 
$18.04.  So  far,  volunteers  have  worked  1 .6 
million  hours,  which  results  in  $26.5  mil¬ 
lion  of  in-kind  donations. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  is  one  of 
39  agencies  that  are  working  on  recovery 


in  the  city.  Of  those  agencies,  only  the 
United  Methodists  and  the  Episcopalians 
are  reporting  the  volunteer  hours  that  are 
being  used  to  work  on  the  homes. 

“Eighty  percent  of  our  budget  goes 
directly  to  clients’  assistance,  which 
includes  the  case  managers  and  construc¬ 
tion  people  who  work  ffom  the  storm 
recovery  centers,”  Tate  said.  “And  $5,000 
per  case  goes  to  the  long-term  recovery 
committee.” 

It’s  important  for  volunteers  to  register 
their  teams  through  the  Louisiana 
Conference’s  Storm  Recovery  operation  so 
their  hours  can  be  recorded.  The  centers 
also  arrange  for  sleeping  quarters  and  proj¬ 
ects  for  teams  to  do  while  in  Louisiana. 

Team  leaders  can  visit  www.lastormre- 
lief.com  to  connect  with  one  of  the  six 
storm  recovery  stations. 

But  it’s  not  just  homes  the  Louisiana 
Conference  is  trying  to  rebuild.  They’re 
also  trying  to  rebuild  the  church  in  New 
Orleans  and  Cameron  Parish.  But  none  of 
the  UMCOR  money  can  be  used  to  rebuild 
churches. 

“We're  looking  at  what  is  God  calling 
us  to  do,”  said  Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe, 
director  of  the  Louisiana  Mission  Zone  for 
Church  Recovery.  Of  the  more  than  40 
churches  in  New  Orleans,  only  26  of  them 
are  functioning  in  some  form  or  fashion. 

“As  the  church,  we  are  trying  to  be  a 
beacon  of  hope  to  people  as  they  are 
returning,”  Orphe  said.  “The  very  people 
who  are  the  church  here  are  the  same  peo¬ 
ple  who  are  trying  to  rebuild  their  lives. 
I’ve  learned  that  people  may  well  be  put¬ 
ting  their  homes  back  together,  but  they’re 
in  the  ‘for  now’  stage.  They’re  here  ‘for 
now,’  but  they  may  not  be  here  for  long.” 


Orphe  encourages  support  of  the 
Bishops’ Appeal  for  Rebuilding  the  Church 
after  Katrina,  which  helps  fund  the  salaries 
and  benefits  of  the  clergy  who  have  been 
appointed  to  the  New  Orleans  Mission 
Zones.  It  takes  $1.6  million  in  funds  for 
salaries  and  benefits  and  an  additional  $1 
million  for  ministry. 

“It’s  not  about  the  buildings,”  Orphe 
said.  “It’s  about  the  people.  We  need 
money  for  the  outreach  and  ministry  we 
need  to  do  with  the  people.” 

She  also  encourages  donations  of  items 


that  can  be  used  in  a  church. 

“If  you  enjoy  it  as  part  of  your  worship, 
we  probably  need  it,”  Orphe  said. 

They  also  need  staff.  Churches  can 
choose  to  partner  with  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  or  Cameron  Parish  areas  to  pro¬ 
vide  funds  for  staff  positions,  Orphe  said. 

Orphe’s  office  can  facilitate  the  creation 
of  partnerships  and  donations  to  the 
churches  of  New  Orleans  and  Cameron 
Parish.  To  contact  Orphe.  call  504-483- 
8848  or  504-483-8849  or  e-mail  lamission- 
zone@bellsouth.net. 


Volunteers  organize  relief  items  at  FaithShare  Ministry's  distribution  center,  located 
at  Sweetlake  United  Methodist  Church  just  north  of  Cameron  Parish.  The  center 
served  over  7,000  in  the  months  immediately  following  Hurricane  Katrina. The  vol¬ 
unteers  continue  to  serve  those  in  the  area  who  have  lost  homes  and  jobs. 


Rita  ,  from  page  1 

Cameron  area.  It  was  a  natural  spot  for  a 
distribution  center  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricane  Rita.  “Although  we  are  actual¬ 
ly  in  Calcasieu  parish,  we  are  located 
just  two  miles  north  of  Cameron  parish. 

In  the  month  immediately  following 
Rita,  most  of  the  relief  aid  provided 
through  the  center  went  to  Cameron 
parish  residents,”  added  Taylor,  who  esti¬ 
mates  that  over  7,000  people  were 
served  from  right  after  the  storm  hit  until 
Dec.  31,200. 

The  distribution  center  is  still  provid¬ 
ing  clothes  and  food  baskets  to  people 
in  need.  “What  we’ve  done  here  is  just  a 
continuation  of  FaithShare  ministry, 
which  was  established  by  the  church  in 
2001.  From  the  beginning,  we  intended 
to  build  an  ecumenical  ministry  that 
would  attempt  to  meet  the  basic  physi¬ 
cal  needs  of  people  who  were  strug¬ 
gling.  When  Rita  hit,  the  ministry 
quickly  expanded,”  said  Taylor. 

The  distribution  center  has  now 
moved  out  of  crisis  mode  into  long  term 
recovery.  “A  number  of  folks  who  come 
to  us  are  senior  citizens  living  on  fixed 
incomes.  Many  lost  everything  in  the 
storm.  A  lot  of  businesses  were 
destroyed,  so  many  other  people  are  still 
out  of  work.  Those  employed  through 


the  oil  fields  are  back,  but  those  who 
worked  for  grocery  stores,  restaurants, 
and  other  businesses  are  facing  months 
before  anything  could  begin  back  there 
(in  Cameron).” 

Although  some  businesses  are  slowly 
opening,  Taylor  points  out  that  there  is 
no  real  housing  for  folks  to  move  back. 

But  progress  is  being  made.  Working 
with  the  UMCOR  effort,  Sweetlake  has 
hosted,  to  date,  over  50  work  teams. 
Another  1 2  teams  are  coming  through 
just  their  church  in  the  next  six  weeks 

Groups  of  Mennonites  are  building 
six  homes  from  the  ground  up.  Taylor 
emphasizes  that  there  are  a  significant 
number  of  structures  that  can  be 
repaired  in  the  northern  part  of  Cameron 
Parish,  Hackberry  and  Johnson  Bayou. 
“Cameron  Parish  is  a  large  parish;  the 
southern,  coastal  part  is  where  things 
were  just  wiped  away,  but  the  northern 
part  still  has  structures  standing.” 

He  emphasized  that  the  pace  of 
recovery  is  slow,  but  it  is  moving. 

“We  have  to  remember  that  a  high 
percentage  of  businesses  were 
destroyed.  The  infrastructure  was 
basically  wiped  out.  .  .  the  school  sys¬ 
tem,  hospitals.  Now,  schools  are  up 
and  running  with  temporary  school 
buildings.  We’re  moving  on.” 
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Students  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  at  La.  Tech  University  assist 
those  in  need  during  past  summer  mission  trips. 


Centenary  College  of  Louisiana  and  the  Christian  Leadership  Center  present 


the  CONGREGATION'S  mission 

to  UNCHURCHED  PEOPLE 


a  seminar  featuring  Dr.  George  Hunter 

Monday,  March  19,  2007 
8:30  am  -  4  pm 


ABOUT  THE  SEMINAR  More  and  more  people  have  no 
Christian  memory,  little  or  no  knowledge  of  Christianity  and  no 
idea  of  the  significant  life  that  God  has  in  mind  for  them.  In  an 
age  when  revivals,  camp  meetings  and  crusades  no  longer  gather 
harvests,  what  approaches  to  evangelism  are  available  today  that 
fit  our  people  and  our  times?  This  seminar  brings  together  the  syn¬ 
ergism  of  Dr.  Hunter’s  lifetime  of  research  and  the  experiences  of 
the  Church's  people  to  answer  these  questions  and  others. 
Participants  should  leave  the  seminar  with  fresh  ideas  for  imple¬ 
menting  the  Church’s  mission.  Cost:  $75  before  March  5;  $80  after 
March  5;  $85  at  the  door.  Lunch  provided.  Worth  .6  CEU  credits. 


ABOUT  THE  SPEAKER  Dr.  George  Hunter  is  Distinguished 
Professor  of  Evangelization  in  Asbury  Theological  Seminary’s 
School  of  World  Mission  and  Evangelism.  Hunter’s  research  and 
writing  often  focus  on  apostolic  ministry  and  communication  with 
the  West’s  growing  number  of  “secular”  people  who  have  no 
Christian  memory.  His  teaching  ministry  has  engaged  a  full  range 
of  denominations  in  the  U.S.  and  churches  in  many  other  coun¬ 
tries.  Hunter  claims,  “More  can  now  be  known  about  how  to  spread 
the  gospel  than  we  have  ever  known  before.  Churches  who  love  God 
with  their  minds,  as  well  as  their  hearts,  can  experience  contagious 
Christian  movements  in  their  communities." 


For  more  information  contact  Mimi  McDowell  at  318-869-5108  or  email  at  mmcdowel@centenary.edu 


La.  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  plans  missions 


Deadline  for  Annual  Conference 
DVDs ;  Videos,  &  Powerpoints 
April  13,2007 

Submit  to: 

Drew  Sutton 

Grace  United  Methodist  Church 
9400  Ellerbe  Rd. 

Shreveport,  LA  71 106 

Email:  Mark  Martin  at  mark@broadmoorumc.org  for  questions. 


Corrections  to  apportionments  list 

100%  Churches 

Ethel  UMC  Rev.  Rhonda  E.  Feurtado 

First  Street  UMC  Rev.  Brownyl  Lance  Eden 

Fisher  UMC  Rev.  Steven  J.  Porter 

Extra  Apportionments  Given 

Baton  Rouge 

Broadmoor  UMC  Rev.  Clifford  C.  Wright 

If  you  know  of  others,  please  contact  your  district  office. 

St. Timothy  UMC  to  host  gospel  music  concert 


BY  BECKY  CLARK 

The  Wesley  Foundation  on  the  campus 
of  Louisiana  Tech  University  has  always 
believed  that  short  term  mission  trips  not 
only  serve  other  people,  but  changes  the 
lives  of  the  students  who  participate. 
During  Thanksgiving  breaks,  student  mis¬ 
sion  teams  travel  to  serve  needs  domesti¬ 
cally.  Past  trips  include  Houston,  Pensacola 
and  New  Orleans. 

During  Thanksgiving  break  of  2006,  30 
students  and  staff  traveled  to  Beaumont, 
Tex.  to  help  rebuild  homes  damaged  by 
Hurricane  Rita.  “I  was  glad  to  be  able  to 
serve  in  Beaumont  and  was  very  blessed 
by  both  the  people  we  worked  with  and  by 
the  people  whose  homes  we  were  able  to 
work  on,”  says  Trent  Pettit,  a  senior 
Communication  Design  major. 

International  missions  are  held  at  the 
beginning  of  each  summer.  This  summer, 
the  group  will  go  to  Chemivtsi,  Ukraine 
and  Tampico,  Mexico.  Tampico  was  fea¬ 
tured  a  few  months  ago  in  the  Louisiana 
Now!  as  an  area  needing  mission  teams 
and  we  are  excited  about  answering  that 
call.  Both  teams  will  leave  May  20  and 
return  in  June. 

Fifteen  students  and  three  staff  will  be 
in  the  Ukraine  for  30  days  helping  to  finish 
construction  on  a  Methodist  church  as  well 
as  helping  to  renovate  a  home  that  will  be 
turned  into  a  half-way  house  for  drug  reha¬ 


bilitation.  They  will  be  participating  in 
worship  with  the  youth,  leading  a  Vacation 
Bible  School,  and  organizing  some  type  of 
urban  ministry.  When  asked  about  the  trip, 
Heather  Hebert,  a  senior  Psychology  major 
stated,  “I  am  so  excited  about  furthering 
His  kingdom  in  Ukraine!  We  are  blessed 
with  the  opportunity  to  be  a  reflection  of 
His  love  to  the  people  there.”  Heather  and 
the  rest  of  the  team  are  very  excited  about 
what  God  will  be  doing  through  them 
while  in  the  Ukraine. 

A  second  team  will  split  into  two  groups 
serving  in  Tampico,  Mexico.  The  team  will 
help  to  build  a  parsonage  and  fellowship 
hall,  and  will  spend  time  in  the  community 
building  relationships  and  learning  the  cul¬ 
ture. 

The  students  have  planned  several 
fundraisers  to  help  raise  money  for  their 
trip.  Our  Third  Annual  Murder  Mystery 
Dinner  Theater  (March  22-24),  a  Live  TV 
Auction  (April  21),  the  Ninth  Annual  Golf 
Tournament  (May  5),  and  a  Bar-B-Q 
Chicken  Dinner  (April  27)  are  scheduled. 
We  would  love  for  you  to  experience  some 
of  these  fun  events  with  us  as  well  as  help 
raise  funds  for  the  mission  teams.  If  you 
would  like  more  information  about  the 
mission  trips  or  the  fundraisers,  please  con¬ 
tact  Becky  at  (3 1 8)  255-3 1 12  or  email 
becky@wesleymail.com 


St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  United 
Methodist  Church  presents  Gospel  Music 
on  the  Northshore  2007  featuring  Grammy 
Award  winning  artist  David  Phelps  and  the 
St.  Timothy  Choir. 

The  concert  will  be  held  at  5  p.m.  April 
1  at  St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  Church 
located  at  335  Asbury  Drive  in  Mandeville. 
(Just  east  of  Kmart) 

Free  tickets  will  be  available  at  the 
church  office  on  March  1 ,  2007.  Although 


not  required  for  admittance,  they  are  rec¬ 
ommended  to  guarantee  a  seat. 

This  concert  will  feature  the  award  win¬ 
ning,  1 00- voice  St.  Timothy  Choir,  winners 
of  the  coveted  Gambit  Weekly  award  for 
Best  Choral  Arts  Performance  of  2004. 
Headlining  will  be  Grammy  and  Dove 
award  winner  David  Phelps. 

For  additional  information  contact  the 
626-3307. 


Open  Hearts.  Open  Minds.  Open  Doors. 
Bring  a  friend  to  church  this  Sunday! 


church  office  at 
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Minister  nominated  for  national  award 


Rev.  Cathy 
Arends,  RN,  has 
been  chosen  as  a 
semi-finalist  in  the 
national  Volvo  for 
Life  Award.  The 
award  honors  indi¬ 
viduals  who  display 
the  values  of  “con¬ 
science,  care  and 
character”  in  their 
efforts  to  benefit 
their  communities. 

Arends,  who  serves  as  Minister  of 
Reconciliation  and  Outreach  at 
Meadows  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Prairieville,  was  nominated 
for  her  work  with  Paracletia,  Inc.  TM, 
a  non-profit  ministry  organization. 
“Paracletia  was  founded  with  the  mis¬ 
sion  of  serving  as  a  conduit  of  grace  to 
comfort  the  spirit,  nurture  hope  and  rep¬ 
resent  the  presence  of  a  loving  God 
within  a  multi-cultural,  ecumenical 
environment,”  said  Arends. 

The  three  programs  operated  through 
Paracletia,  Inc.  TM  are  Project  Eleos 
TM,  rafa  TM,  and  Azaleas. 

Through  Project  Eleos  TM,  Cathy 
ministers  with  pregnant  women  incar¬ 
cerated  at  the  Louisiana  Correctional 
Institute  for  Women  by  helping  them 
work  through  their  grief  and  anger  at 
not  being  able  to  raise  their  newborns. 
Arends  acts  as  labor  “buddy,”  chaplain 
and  “mother”  as  they  go  through  labor 
and  delivery.  Since  beginning  her  out¬ 
reach  ministry  in  1 999,  Arends  has 
helped  2 1 8  pregnant  inmates  and  1 50 
newborn  babies.  The  state  prison  securi¬ 
ty  regulations  do  not  allow  any  family 
member  to  be  with  the  women  during 
labor  and  delivery.  Because  these  moth¬ 
ers  are  unable  to  fully  celebrate  life  and 
participate  in  the  nurturing  of  their  new¬ 
born  baby,  there  are  many  issues  of 
grief  and  loss.  “By  dealing  with  their 
grief  on  a  spiritual  and  deeply  personal 
level,  they  feel  they  are  important  to 
God  and  are  thus  better  able  to  control 
their  behavior  while  incarcerated.  As  a 
result  of  good  behavior,  the  inmates 
will  be  able  to  become  better  mothers, 
better  neighbors  and  better  citizens 
when  released  back  into  their  communi¬ 
ties,”  said  Arends. 


Rafa  TM  (  recovery  and  fellowship 
anonymous  )  has  already  benefited  560 
young  people  dealing  with  chemical 
dependency  through  spirituality  groups, 
individual  spiritual  direction  and  wor¬ 
ship  services.  As  a  connectional  min¬ 
istry,  Meadows  Chapel  UMC  wel¬ 
comes  these  young  women  as  they 
join  in  worship  services  weekly. 

Azaleas  and  Azalea  Garden  are  out¬ 
reach  ministries  with  families  that  have 
experienced  the  loss  of  a  baby  within 
the  first  20  weeks  of  pregnancy.  Azalea 
Garden  was  constructed  by  Louisiana 
State  University  to  help  honor  these 
tiny  lives. 

Azaleas  is  a  unique  ministry  offering 
an  individual  time  of  healing  for  parents 
who  have  lost  a  baby  during  pregnancy. 
“Mothers  and  fathers  who  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  death  of  their  baby  mourn  for 
their  baby  and  the  loss  of  an  entire  life¬ 
time  with  that  child.  Grief  and  loss  take 
time  to  resolve.  Some  parents  have  not 
been  able  to  work  through  the  death  of 
their  baby  which  occurred  many  years 
ago,  and  the  death  has  continued  to 
affect  their  interpersonal  relationships  at 
home  and  at  work,”  said  Arends,  who  is 
proceeding  in  her  third  year  of  the  pro¬ 
bationary  process. 

An  annual  memorial  service, 
Remembering  Love,  will  be  held  April 
1 5,  2007  at  Azalea  Garden  in 
Prairieville,  La.  This  will  be  a  unique 
worship  service  for  families  and  indi¬ 
viduals  to  remember  and  honor  their 
babies  who  have  died. 

Arends  believe  she  is  called  to  min¬ 
ister  with  individuals  who  believe  God 
does  not  love  them,  stressing  that  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  experienced  loss  often 
feel  isolated,  devalued  and  unimportant 
to  God.  “Many  will  not  seek  help  for 
their  souls  in  a  traditional  church  set¬ 
ting,”  she  added. 

Arends  has  been  featured  on  The 
Discovery  Health  Channel  and  in  the 
Eatel  Newsmagazine  in  Ascension 
Parish.  Her  ministry  was  recently  high¬ 
lighted  in  a  news  special  entitled 
“Babies  Behind  Bars”  on  WBRZ-TV  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

For  more  information  on  these  min¬ 
istries,  visit  www. paracletia.org. 


Job  Opportunities 

Director  of  Children's  Ministry.  Christ  United  Methodist  Church  is  seeking  a  part- 
time  staff  person  to  provide  leadership  for  the  children’s  ministry.  A  strong  Christian 
faith,  love  for  children,  and  good  organizational  skills  required.  Experience  working 
with  children  PK  -  grade  5  necessary.  Salary  commensurate  with  experience.To 
request  a  job  description  or  send  a  resume,  please  contact  Rev. Tom  Logan,  1 204 
Crabapple  Drive,  Shreveport,  LA  71 118-4097;  (318)  686-2553;  (3 18)  686-2578  (fax),  or 
tlogan@christ-umc.com.  Applications  must  be  in  by  March  1,2007. 

Director  of  Youth  Ministry.The  New  Orleans  Mission  Zone  is  looking  for  a  full-time 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries.  This  will  involve  coordinating  existing  youth  ministries 
among  stand  alone  churches  and  churches  in  the  seven  cooperative  parishes.  Other 
duties  will  involve  planning  and  implementing  youth  activities  and  leading  worship. 
A  successful  applicant  will  have  experience  in  youth  work,  be  highly  motivated,  and 
have  a  desire  to  work  in  a  mission  setting  in  a  major  urban  center.  References 
required  along  with  background  check.  Send  resume'  to  Dr.  Martha  Orphe  through 
email,  lamissionzone@bellsouth.net,  or  mail  to  Mission  Zone,  3401  Canal  St.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  701 1 9.  Deadline  for  applications  is  March  1 . 


Senior  High  Retreat 


Over  300  United  Methodist  youth  from  throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
recently  attended  Senior  High  Retreats  held  at  The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Two  hundred  and  seven  senior  high  youth  attended  the  retreat  held  Feb.  2-4  and  116 
participated  in  the  event  held  Feb.  9-1 1.  Following  the  theme  "Spreadin'  Out,"  the 
retreats  focused  on  carrying  the  message  of  Christ  to  the  world.  Over  $2,000  was  raised 
for  Youth  Service  Fund  through  contributions  made  by  retreat  participants.  The  funds 
are  given  by  youth  to  help  other  youth.  Several  participants,  above,  take  a  humorous 
pose  during  a  time  of  fellowship  at  one  of  the  recent  retreats. 


Takin'lt  To  The  Streets 

Abbeville  Area 
Aug.  17-1 9 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  Event  Director 

Lake  Charles  Area 
Aug.  24-26 

John  Bergstedt,  Event  Director 

New  Orleans  Area 
Sept.  7-9, 

John  Butterfield,  Director 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  and  the  Louisiana  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  are  co-sponsoring  three  Takin'  It  To  The  Streets 
events  in  New  Orleans,  Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville. These  events 
will  present  additional  opportunities  for  volunteers  to  muck  out 
storm  damaged  homes  and  participate  in  rebuilding  efforts  in 
storm  damaged  areas. 

The  cost  will  be  $50  per  person  which  will  cover  meals,  two  nights 
lodging,  and  administration. 

Participants  may  register  through  the  La.  Disaster  Recovery  web 
site  (accessible  through  the  Conference  home  page,  www.la- 
umc.org)  A  special  tab  for  registration  will  be  installed  in  April. 
No  registrations  will  be  taken  for  Takin  it  to  the  Streets  until  then. 
Groups  will  also  be  encouraged  to  register  to  stay  additional 
dates  and  enjoy  the  'Street'  event  within  their  longer  mission 

stay. 
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Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

March  24,  2007 

Join  us  as  we  gather  for  a  fun  filled  day 
of  discerning  what  being  a  MEANs  people  is  all  about!! 


UMC.org  site  introduces 

One  of  the  most  exciting  features  of  the 
redesigned  UMC.org,  the  Web  site  of  the 
people  of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  is 
the  new  Community  section — the  first 
large-scale  social  networking  site  devel¬ 
oped  by  a  mainline  denomination. 

Hundreds  of  people  have  already  signed  up 
to  participate  in  a  global  dialogue  on  topics 
of  faith  and  service. 

UMC.org  is  not  only  a  great  way  for 
you  to  connect  with  other  people  of  faith 
from  around  the  world,  but  it’s  also  an 
opportunity  to  further  enhance  your  own 
congregation’s  community.  By  forming  an 
online  village  for  your  church  on  UMC.org 
Community  is  also  a  great  way  for  to  reach 
the  young  members  of  your  church  who 
are  familiar  with  other  popular  social  net¬ 
works  such  as  MySpace  and  Facebook. 

The  difference  at  UMC.org  community  is 
the  commitment  to  online  safety  and  mutu¬ 
al  respect. 

The  online  community,  developed  by 
Brick  River  Technologies,  has  filters  that 
edit  out  offensive  language,  a  minimum 
age  requirement  of  1 3  years  old,  security 


new  Community  section 

technology  review  by  senior  professionals, 
manual  review  of  photo  and  video  content, 
and  a  self-monitoring  approach  that  allows 
users  to  flag  the  content  of  inappropriate 
posts  for  review  by  an  administrator. 

Setting  up  a  village  on  the  UMC.org 
Community  is  simple: 

At  www.UMC.org,  click  on  “Connect” 
to  create  a  Community  profile. 

From  your  Dashboard  home,  select 
“Create  a  Village”  from  the  menu  on  the 
left. 

Complete  the  easy  online  form  by 
choosing  a  name  for  your  village  and 
selecting  settings  to  make  the  group  either 
private  or  open  to  the  public. 

Invite  members  of  your  church  to  join 
your  village  and  become  part  of  your 
online  community. 

The  UMC.org  Community  is  an  innova¬ 
tive  new  way  to  stay  connected  with  the 
church,  and  United  Methodist 
Communications  encourages  you  be 
among  the  first  to  join  the  online  dialogue. 
Please  create  a  profile  at  www.UMC.org 
today. 


1 0:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m. 

Registration  Begins  at  9:15  a.m.  St  Program  begins  at  10:00  a.m. 

Wesley  Center  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana 

Cost  $20.00  per  person 

(This  covers  lunch,  t-shirt  8r  program  cost) 

Registration  Deadline  is  Friday,  March  1 6 , 2007 

Registrations/Changes  after  March  16th  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available 
basis  and  will  be  assessed  a  $  1 2.00  late  fee 

Register  online  at  www.la-umc.org/youth/ 


Bishops  distribute  $2 

BY  LINDA  BLOOM 

United  Methodist  bishops  are  distribut¬ 
ing  $2  million  in  February  to  assist  Gulf 
Coast  churches  and  pastors  affected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

The  allocations  include  $1  million  to  the 
denomination’s  Louisiana  Conference, 
$900,000  to  the  Mississippi  Conference 
and  $100,000  to  the  Alabama- West  Florida 
Conference. 

Approved  by  the  executive  committee 
of  the  United  Methodist  Council  of 
Bishops,  the  distributions  come  from  the 
council’s  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal. 

The  executive  committee  also  voted 
unanimously  to  ask  local  churches  to  con¬ 
tinue  designating  special  offerings  for  the 
appeal  over  the  next  two  years,  according 
to  Bishop  William  Oden  of  Dallas,  who 
leads  the  appeal  task  force.  The  offerings 
occur  on  the  anniversary  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  in  August. 

The  specific  allocations  “were  the 
amounts  requested  by  the  distribution  com¬ 
mittee,  which  includes  the  three  Gulf  Coast 
bishops,”  Oden  said.  “We  are  still  receiving 
funds  from  annual  conferences  and  local 
churches  and  there  will  be  another  distribu¬ 
tion  when  the  funds  merit  it.” 

Established  in  2005,  the  Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal  will  help  restore  hurri¬ 
cane-damaged  United  Methodist  facilities; 
pay  salaries  for  clergy  while  their  congre¬ 
gations  cannot  do  so;  establish  new  congre¬ 
gations  or  consolidate  existing  ones;  renew 


million  to  Gulf  Coast 

church-based  community  ministries  such  as 
day-care  centers;  and  provide  needy 
churches  with  worship  necessities  such  as 
Bibles  and  hymnals. 

In  addition,  the  denomination  raised 
more  than  $60  million  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  for  general  humanitarian  relief 
through  the  United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief. 

Oden  noted  that  more  than  40  United 
Methodist  church  buildings  along  the  Gulf 
Coast  were  destroyed  or  severely  damaged. 
With  the  members  of  some  congregations 
scattered  around  the  country,  it  has  been 
difficult  to  pay  salaries  to  pastors  who 
remained  in  the  region. 

“The  bishops’  appeal  is  continuing  even 
in  the  midst  of  Katrina  fatigue,  which 
means  that  there  are  a  lot  of  other  concerns 
as  we  move  on,”  the  bishop  said.  “This  dis¬ 
aster  affected  The  United  Methodist 
Church  along  the  Gulf  Coast  so  significant¬ 
ly  that  the  bishops  want  the  appeal  to  con¬ 
tinue.” 

He  added  that  the  bishops  have  been 
pleased  with  the  appeal  response  so  far  and 
hope  to  improve  communications  regard¬ 
ing  the  fund  with  congregations.  “We’re 
hoping  that  even  more  local  churches  will 
receive  offerings  next  August,”  Oden  said. 

Donations  to  the  Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal,  No.  8 1 8-00 1 ,  can  be 
made  online  at  www.umc.org/churchrecov- 
ery  or  placed  in  offering  plates  in  local 
churches. 


Discerning 


The  Call 


Discerning  The  Call 

an  exploration  event  for  persons 
between  16  and  25  years  of  age 
interested  in  professional  ministry. 

March  2-3, 2007 


Wesley  Center 
Woodworth  Louisiana. 

If  you  feel  that  you  are  being  led  by  God  to 
consider  ministry  as  a  professional  vocation,  then  your 
participation  in  the  Discerning  The  Call  retreat  would  be 

very  beneficial. 

Cost  is  $25.00. 


Registration  forms  can  be  obtained  online  at 
www.la-umc.org  or  by  contacting 
John  Edd  Harper  at  225-346-1646. 


Send  your  registration  form  and  $25.00  check  to: 
Discerning  The  Call, 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 

■He 

IS  GOD  CALLING  YOU?! 
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Churches,  from  page  1 

pastoral  leadership  worked  to  find  creative 
ways  to  help  Ross  UMC  re-gather  as  a  con¬ 
gregation.  Because  they  have  been  unable 
to  meet  in  their  own  facility,  they  have 
either  met  with  other  congregations  in  the 
zone  or  been  hosted  by  other  congrega¬ 
tions.  As  of  Jan.  27,  Ross  UMC  is  meeting 
weekly  at  one  of  the  churches  in  the 
Cooperative  Parish,  Thomas  UMC,  and  is 
being  led  by  Rev.  Anice  Moses.  The  short- 
range  plan  for  Ross  UMC  is  to  find  a  loca¬ 
tion,  near  their  church,  where  they  can, 
once  again,  be  in  ministry  in  their  commu¬ 
nity.  It  is  hoped  that  this  will  help  them  re¬ 
form  as  a  congregation  and  assess  potential 
missional  outreach  to  the  community. 

Many  feel  that  Ross  UMC  is  in  one  of  the 
areas  of  Jefferson  Parish  that  is  experienc¬ 
ing  rebirth.  For  example,  there  are  several 
large  real  estate  development  projects 
planned  in  the  area  surrounding  the  church. 

The  long-range  goal  for  Ross  UMC  is  to 
either  repair  or  rebuild  the  church  and  see 
how  Ross  can  be  a  part  of  the  rebirth  of  the 
community.  Regina  Clark,  one  of  the  Ross 
UMC  leaders,  says,  "This  year  has  been  a 
really  tough  year;  but,  even  though  we  may 
be  small,  we  are  a  strong  family  and  our 
congregation  will  be  rebuilt." 

Recovering 

Cornerstone  UMC 

It  wasn't  a  typical  work  day  for  Rev. 
James  Haynes  of  Cornerstone  UMC.  Of 
course,  in  the  post-Katrina  world  of  east 
New  Orleans,  words  like  "typical"  and 
"normal"  are  often  laughed  at.  But,  this 
day  for  Rev.  Haynes  was  not  one  of  those 
"coat  and  tie"  days  in  the  life  of  a  United 
Methodist  minister;  it  was  a  "work  work¬ 
day."  On  this  day,  in  addition  to  Rev. 
Haynes'  pastoral  responsibilities,  he  was 
"supervising  contractor"  at  the  work-site— 
Cornerstone  UMC.  The  pride  in  his  smile 
and  the  gleam  in  his  eye  indicated  that  this 
is  a  part  of  his  job  that  he  really  doesn't 
mind.  Today,  there  is  a  sheetrock  crew 
floating  the  interior  sheetrock  of  the  foyer 
of  Cornerstone  UMC  and  Rev.  Haynes  is 
only  too  happy  to  be  there  and  oversee  the 
progress. 

Cornerstone  UMC  is  one  of  the  church¬ 
es  in  the  Cooperative  Parish  #6  ministry 
team  The  church  is  located  in  an  area  of 
New  Orleans  that  was  completely  devastat¬ 
ed  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  The  congregation 
of  Cornerstone  UMC  was  formed  just  22 
years  ago.  A  few  years  later,  the  congrega¬ 
tion  broke  ground  on  the  facility  located 
prominently  on  Bullard  Boulevard  in  one 
of  the  fastest  growing  areas  of  New 
Orleans  East. 

The  floodwaters  of  Hurricane  Katrina 


did  her  best  to  dampen  the  spirit  of 
Cornerstone  UMC.  The  entire  facility  was 
flooded  by  five  feet  of  water  that  remained 
there  for  approximately  26  days.  Asked  if 
there  was  ever  a  doubt  that  Cornerstone 
would  come  back.  Rev.  Haynes,  who 
served  as  pastor  of  the  church  for  five  years 
before  Katrina  replied,  "The  first  time  that  I 
looked  at  the  sanctuary  destroyed  by  flood 
waters  and  infected  by  mold,  I  knew  that 
we  would  rebuild  on  this  comer.  Our  work 
in  this  community  is  too  valuable  and  we 
have  not  finished  that  work." 

Today,  there  is  much  work  left  to  be 
done.  Since  the  storm,  the  congregation  has 
been  worshipping  with  sister  churches 
Hartzell  UMC  and  Covenant  UMC  in 
Chalmette.  These  past  few  months  have 
brought  a  concentrated,  often  tireless,  effort 
by  the  pastoral  team  to  find  former  mem¬ 
bers  and  to  canvas  the  neighborhood  to 
invite  new  people  into  the  fellowship.  Rev. 
Haynes  says,  "Finally,  we  have  good  news. 
We  are  planning  a  Service  of  New 
Beginnings  to  be  held  at  Cornerstone  UMC 
on  Sunday,  April  1  at  3p.m.  We  are  so 
excited  about  this.  Bishop  Hutchinson  will 
be  there  to  speak.  We  want  everybody  to 
know  that  Cornerstone  UMC  is  getting 
ready  for  the  next  great  thing  that  God  has 
planned  for  it." 

Truly,  "recovering"  work  is  very  diffi¬ 
cult.  Rev.  Haynes  fully  acknowledges  that 
they  did  not  get  to  this  day  alone.  "Several 
things  helped  us  recover.  First,  we  had 
good  insurance.  Second,  we  had  the  ‘con¬ 
nection.’  We  had  the  connection  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church.  And,  we  had  the 
connection  of  the  church  of  Jesus  Christ. 
Our  help  has  come  from  within  and  across 
denominational  lines.  Today,  we  were 
delivered  some  of  the  replacement  musical 
instruments  for  our  sanctuary  from  one  of 
our  partner  churches.  Other  churches  have 
provided  work  teams,  monetary  donations, 
church  pews,  salary  for  a  church  musi¬ 
cian.  .  .so  many  things.. .h 

Serving  on  the  Cooperative  Parish  team 
with  Rev.  Haynes  are  Rev.  Becky  Conner 
and  Rev.  Jeff  Conner.  One  of  the  members 
of  the  congregation  credits  their  pastoral 
leadership  with  their  ability  to  recover.  In  a 
recent  progress  review  with  Bishop 
Hutchinson,  the  member  remarked,  "Thank 
you  for  sending  our  pastoral  team  because 
they  brought  us  out  of  the  bewilderment." 

Rev.  Haynes  believes  that  once  the 
sanctuary  is  up  and  running,  Cornerstone 
UMC  has  the  potential  to  greatly  exceed 
pre-Katrina  levels  of  activity  in  worship, 
Sunday  School  and  small  group  ministry. 
In  addition  to  these  things.  Rev.  Haynes 
believes  that  Cornerstone  UMC  has  new 
work  to  do.  "We  must  be  a  beacon  of 


light  to  this  community.  We  must  contin¬ 
ue  to  minister  to  all  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  reaching  out  to  the  large  popula¬ 
tions  of  Vietnamese  and  Hispanic  persons 
in  New  Orleans  East.  We  must  be  a  place 
of  hospitality  and  healing.  We  are  just 
excited  about  the  possibilities  that  exist  in 
our  community." 

Aurora  UMC 

Rebirth 

"God's  Vision- Willing  Hands:  A  Bold 
Statement  of  Faith"  is  the  theme  of  the  cur¬ 
rent  capital  funds  campaign  being  under¬ 
taken  by  one  of  the  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  Mission  Zone.  That's  right,  you 
have  read  correctly—  "capital  funds  cam¬ 
paign." 

As  Hurricane  Katrina  was  stirring  in  the 
Gulf,  just  a  week  before  she  bore  down 
with  a  vengeance  on  the  Gulf  Coast  region, 
the  Board  of  Trustees  and  the  people  of 
Aurora  UMC  were  busy  making  final  plans 
for  the  big  kickoff  event  to  officially  start 
their  capital  funds  campaign.  Instead  of 
good  old  Southern  Gospel  music  and  fried 
fish  that  weekend,  the  congregation  was 
evacuating  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Hurricane  Katrina  did  significant  dam¬ 
age  to  the  physical  plant  facility  of  Aurora 
UMC.  Although  the  sanctuary  was  spared, 
there  was  about  $500,000  damage  to  the 
roof,  ceilings,  windows  and  much  of  the 
rest  of  the  church  property.  Thankfully, 
most  of  the  homes  of  the  members  of  the 
church  suffered  only  minor  damage.  The 
Rev.  Hulen  Warren,  pastor  of  Aurora  UMC, 
surveyed  the  damage  and  immediately 
began  to  work.  First,  contact  the  members. 
A  good  bit  of  this  was  done  through  phone 
calls  and  emails.  Second,  offer  the  church 
as  a  place  of  hospitality  in  the  recovery 
process.  Rev.  Warren  knew  that,  although, 
the  church  was  damaged,  the  church  would 
still  be  able  to  house  people  in  the  recovery 
time.  Third,  get  back  to  work  rebuilding 
and  renewing  the  congregation. 

On  Sept.  18,  2007,  three  weeks  after 
Katrina  hit,  Aurora  UMC  was  back  in  their 
sanctuary  for  worship. 

In  the  weeks  and  months  that  followed, 
Aurora  UMC,  like  so  many  of  the  other 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  the  area, 
began  to  experience  what  Rev.  Warren 
identified  as  the  "first  wave  of  the  Exodus." 
"It  seemed  every  week  that  at  the  conclu¬ 
sion  of  worship  someone  would  say,  'Well, 
Hugh,  this  is  our  last  Sunday. Rev. 
Warren  remembers,  "It  was  hard  not  to  be 
discouraged."  Even  still,  there  were  new 
faces  every  Sunday. 

In  time,  the  buildings  were  repaired. 

The  West  Bank  Storm  Center,  housed  at 
Aurora  UMC,  welcomed  their  first  volun¬ 
teers  on  Oct.  2,  2005.  The  West  Bank 


Storm  Center  serves  a  large  part  of  the 
recovery  area  including  Orleans,  Jefferson, 
St.  Bernard  and  Plaquemine  parishes  and 
Buras.  The  Pre-School  and  the  Mother's 
Day  Out  ministries  filled  an  important  need 
in  the  community.  Sunday  School  and 
other  church  activities  began  to  get  going 
again.  The  community  ministries  such  as 
Boy  Scouts,  Cub  Scouts  and  Alcoholics 
Anonymous  started  meeting  once  again.  In 
spite  of  the  loss  of  key  members,  steward¬ 
ship  has  not  only  remained  faithful  but  it 
has  increased. 

"We  know  that  we  are  still  a  long  way 
from  ‘normal.’  I  do  not  even  know  what 
‘normal’  is.  But,  we  are  finding  new  ways 
to  begin  again.  For  example,  we  haven't 
been  able  to  have  many  adult  Bible  studies 
in  the  evening. .  .people  are  too  tired  to 
come  out. .  .many  come  home  from  work 
and  are  still  repairing  their  home  or  helping 
others,"  said  Rev.  Warren. 

Dealing  with  adversity  is  not  new  to 
Aurora  UMC.  Their  church  history  is 
filled  with  times  of  challenge  and  change. 

In  their  46-year  history,  they  have  experi¬ 
enced  many  "storms"  that  might  have 
threatened  their  witness:  two  fires,  neigh¬ 
borhood  transitions,  heavy  indebtedness, 
unexpected  downturns  in  the  economy.  To 
their  credit,  Aurora  UMC  is  a  congregation 
that  meets  these  kinds  of  challenges  and 
opens  themselves  up  to  change  with  the 
community. 

The  following  is  taken  from  the  faith 
statement  of  their  upcoming  stewardship 
campaign: 

In  August  2005,  God's  vision  for  Aurora 
once  again  was  shown  in  full  measure.  . 

Ours  is  a  history  of  faith,  commitment 
and  renewal.  Aurora  has  proven  itself  to  be 
a  survivor,  and  our  hallmark  is  that  of  a 
congregation  who  pulls  together  to  make 
bold  statements  of  faith. 

And,  so,  on  Sunday,  April  1,  Aurora 
UMC  will  celebrate  their  commitment  in 
the  capital  funds  campaign.  This  campaign 
is  designed  to  complete  and  fund  projects 
designated  to  repair,  replace  and  restore  the 
church  properties  in  such  areas  as  new  air 
conditioners,  improved  sanctuary  lighting 
and  sound,  replacement  of  the  windows  in 
the  Children's  Building  and  other  repairs 
not  covered  by  the  insurance  proceeds  from 
Katrina. 

Editor  s  Note:  A  Lenten  prayer  calendar 
for  all  churches  in  the  La.  Mission  Zone 
has  been  established  and  can  be  accessed 
through  the  home  page  of  the  conference 
web  site,  www.la-umc.org.  All  are  invited  to 
pray  specifically  for  the  churches  as  they 
continue  down  the  long  road  to  recovery. 


Conference  makes  confidential  counseling  grants  available 


Clergy  of  the  Louisiana  Conference 
and/or  their  immediate  family  members 
may  receive  grants  for  up  to  $300  for  con¬ 
fidential  counseling. 

The  name  of  the  client  does  not  go 
beyond  the  letter  requesting  the  grant,  and 
is  kept  absolutely  confidential  as  the 
process  is  implemented.  The  grant  is 
requested  through  the  BOM  coordinator 
and  treasurer  to  be  sent  to  the  provider 
(with  no  applicant  name  attached),  and  the 


provider  is  sent  a  letter  separately  stating 
for  whom  the  check  is  to  be  used  when  it  is 
received.  Records  of  correspondence  from 
the  applicant  are  seen  and  kept  only  by  the 
chair  of  Care  and  Nurture,  and  are 
destroyed  at  the  end  of  each  calendar  year. 

To  obtain  a  grant,  write  a  letter  to  BOM 
Care  &  Nurture  Chair,  Ellen  Alston,  c/o 
Grace  Community  UMC,  9400  Ellerbe 
Rd.,  Shreveport,  LA  71106.  Include  the 
name,  address  and  credentials  (the  letters 


behind  the  name)  of  the  licensed  mental 
health  professional  for  whom  you  are 
requesting  payment.  Payment  is  made 
directly  to  the  provider. 

The  letter  of  request  will  be  processed 
within  the  week  that  it  is  received,  and  the 
conference  office  will  prepare  and  send  the 
payment  at  the  next  time  for  check-writing 
(usually  within  another  week).  The  appli¬ 
cant  requesting  the  grant  is  sent  a  letter  to 
inform  that  the  process  is  under  way. 


Additional  funds  for  those  affected  by 
the  2005  hurricanes  (Katrina,  Rita,  and 
Wilma)  are  available  from  the  Red  Cross 
through  “Access  to  Care,”  which  will  reim¬ 
burse  various  mental  health  costs  up  to 
$1000  per  person,  retroactive  to  Aug.  30, 
2005  and  forward  to  April  1,  2008.  Simply 
apply  online  at  www.a2care.org.  These 
funds  are  not  limited  to  clergy,  so  please  be 
aware  of  them  for  others  in  your  congrega¬ 
tion  or  community! 
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St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  creates  card/prayer  ministry 


St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  United 
Methodist  Church  is  incorporating  an  inex¬ 
pensive  and  effective  ministry  which 
encourages  others  in  times  of  need. 

Known  as  Ronnie’s  Life  Ministry,  the 
project  utilizes  a  team  of  volunteers  to 
send  notes  and  cards  to  names  that  have 
been  submitted  to  the  group.  Recipients 
are  all  facing  a  challenge  of  some  kind. 

They  may  be  ill,  or  may  have  suffered  a 
loss  of  some  kind.  Cards  are  sent  and  the 
recipients  are  lifted  up  in  prayer,  both  in 
group  settings  and  by  individual  volun¬ 
teers. 

'‘The  idea  is  to  overwhelm  the  recipi¬ 
ents  with  love  and  blessings  through  the 
mail.  A  recipient  may  receive  up  to  50 
cards  or  letters  in  one  week.  It  is  the  hope 
of  this  ministry  that  the  recipient  feels  the 
love  and  strength  of  Jesus  through  personal 
handwritten  expressions  from  people  they 
may  not  even  know,”  said  Karen  Lindsey, 
who  started  the  project. 

Lindsey,  a  member  of  St.  Timothy 
UMC,  was  inspired  to  develop  the  ministry 
after  watching  her  brother,  Ronnie 
Kleinpeter,  go  through  the  trials  of  being 
diagnosed  with  cancer  and  the  subsequent 
treatment  of  his  disease.  She  remembers 
how  important  it  was  to  Ronnie  to  know 
that  others  were  thinking  of  him  and  pray¬ 
ing  for  him. 

The  ministry  is  able  to  send  so  many 
notes  at  one  time  to  a  recipient  because 
there  are  currently  48  volunteers.  Rev. 

Larry  Maddin,  associate  pastor  for  St. 
Timothy  UMC  and  participant  in  Ronnie’s 
Life  Ministry,  said,  "This  project  blesses 
the  recipients  of  the  cards  and  prayers  and 
also  gives  the  participants  a  ‘handle.’ 

Many  Christians  who  want  to  do  some¬ 
thing  helpful  have  difficulty  getting  a  grip. 
They  find  meetings  to  attend,  books  to 
read,  etc.,  but  lack  something  that  is  both 
tangible  and  worthwhile.  You  are  provid¬ 
ing  a  handle,  a  grip  -  and  thereby  giving 
them  a  blessing  even  as  they,  with  God’s 
help,  provide  a  blessing  to  the  recipients.” 

Erin  Delacroix,  whose  son  Gregory  was 
the  recipient  of  the  ministry’s  cards  and 
prayers,  wrote,  “Today  I  ask  for  nothing, 
but  want  to  give  thanks  for  all  of  the  notes 
prayers  . . .  and  offer  my  prayers  to  each  of 
you.  God’s  journey  for  us  has  had  quite  a 
few  cobble  stones  in  its  path,  but  He  is 
guiding  us  with  the  help  of  your  prayers.” 

Rebecca  Corrales,  another  recipient, 
wrote  the  volunteers  saying,  “I  went  to  the 
doctor  today  and  they  told  me  my  latest 
scan  was  all  clear.  I  am  cancer  free.  Yay! 
Please  give  a  tremendous  thank  you  to  all 
the  beautiful  people  in  your  ministry  who 


Correction 

In  the  Feb.  9  edition  of  Louisiana 
Now!,  an  incorrect  date  for  one  of  the 
Acadiana  District  Pre-Conference 
trainings  was  listed.  The  meeting  at 
Pharr  Chapel  UMC  will  be  on 
Monday,  May  7,  at  6:30  p.m.,  rather 
than  on  May  6. 


are  praying  for  me  and  who  have  sent  me 
cards.  It’s  so  special  to  get  the  hand 
addressed  cards  with  the  thoughtful,  per¬ 
sonal  notes  in  the  mail.  It’s  incredibly 
sweet,  touching  and  healing.” 

The  ministry  was  instantly  popular 
among  volunteers.  “We  even  have  a  high 
school  student  at  our  local  Catholic  high 
school  who  is  writing  for  Ronnie’s  Life 
Ministry  for  her  community  service 
hours.” 

Karen  Lindsey’s  13-year-old  daughter 
Abby  has  even  joined  the  volunteer  group, 
and  her  five-year-old  son  colors  and  draws 
pictures  for  Karen  to  send. 

“This  ministry  is  important  because  we 
are  called  as  Christians  to  encourage  oth¬ 
ers.  If  one  card  or  a  kind  word  or  thought 
can  make  a  difference  in  someone’s  life, 
then  we  have  been  successful.  Life  is 
tough  and  so  many  get  bogged  down  with 
problems  and  issues.  It  is  our  duty  and 
privilege  to  serve  God  by  serving  others 
and  ‘cheering  on'  those  who  are  hurt  and 
suffering,”  said  Lindsey. 

For  more  information  about  the  min¬ 
istry,  contact  Karen  Lindsey,  24  Audubon 
Lane,  Madisonville,  LA  70447,  or  email 
telkkl@charter.net. 


Volunteers  for  the  Ronnie's  Life  Ministry  at  St. Timothy  on  the  Northshore  UMC  in 
Mandeville  gather  for  a  picture  at  a  recent  meeting.  Members  of  the  group  gather  to 
pray  for  and  write  cards  to  people  who  are  ill,  suffering  a  loss,  or  experiencing  life's  chal¬ 
lenges. 


BATON  ROUGE,  LA  MARCH  9, 2007 


Louisiana  conference  clergy  hear  Weems  at  retreat 


Mark  your  calendars! 
2007  La.  Annual 
Conference 
RiverCenter 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
June  3-6 
Theme: 

Means  of  Grace: 
Becoming  Grace  People 
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All  clergy  under  appointment  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  spent  the 
last  three  days  of  February  at  The  Wesley 
Center  in  Woodworth  participating  in  the 
annual  “Tending  Our  Lives  Together” 
retreat. 

Sponsored  by  Bishop  William  W. 


Hutchinson,  the  retreat  offered  clergy  a 
time  for  fellowship,  worship  and  continu¬ 
ing  education. 

Dr.  Lovett  H.  Weems,  Jr.,  guest  speak¬ 
er  for  the  event,  focused  on  the  themes  of 
“Congregational  Leadership  in  the 
Wesleyan  Spirit,”  “Leading  Lasting 


Change  in  the  Church,”  and  “Fruitful 
Leadership.” 

Weems  pointed  out  that  change  in  the 
church  is  more  “evolutionary  than  revolu¬ 
tionary.”  “Change  is  essential  for  church¬ 
es  because  the  current  state  of  things  is 

See  Weems,  page  3 


Tornadoes 


A  hotel  in  Westwego  stands  demolished  after  tornadoes  struck  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area  on  Feb.  1 3.  Tornadoes  also  struck 
St.  Martin  parish  and  other  parts  of  the  Lafayette  area.  Many  victims  of  the  devastating  tornadoes  had  been  affected  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  which  struck  the  Gulf  Coast  in  August  and  September  of  2005.  Volunteers  and  case  managers  from 
the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  were  quick  to  respond  in  helping  victims  with  tarps  and  vouchers. The  hotel 
pictured  above  was  housing  people  displaced  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  Many  of  the  residents  were  moved  to  shelters. 

Tornadoes  hit  areas  of  Louisiana  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Tornadoes  ripped  through  Louisiana  in 
the  early  morning  of  Feb.  13  in  areas  of 
the  state  already  in  long-term  recovery 
from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  which 
struck  the  Gulf  Coast  in  August  and 
September  of  2005. 

The  Greater  New  Orleans  area,  devas¬ 
tated  by  Katrina,  suffered  most  of  the 
damage  from  the  recent  twin  tornadoes  in 
Orleans  and  Jefferson  Parishes  with  25 
homes  destroyed  and  another  25  with 
major  damage.  An  additional  1 12  homes 


suffered  minor  damage. 

When  the  Red  Cross  put  out  a  plea  for 
case  managers  to  assist  victims  of  the  tor¬ 
nadoes,  staff  and  volunteers  front  the 
New  Orleans  Eastbank  Station  with  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  immediately  respond¬ 
ed. 

Judith  Boemer  and  several  others 
from  the  UMCOR  recovery  station 
walked  door  to  door  on  the  West  Bank  of 
New  Orleans,  handing  out  tarps  and  hotel 
vouchers  to  people  who  had  lost  their 


homes,  some  for  the  second  time  in  two 
years. 

“It  was  so  cold  that  day,”  said 
Boemer,  who  learned  that  most  of  the 
people  they  helped  had  just  finished 
repairing  their  homes  from  hurricane 
wind  damage. 

The  next  day,  case  managers  went  to 
help  at  The  Westwego  Parks  Gym,  which 
is  serving  as  a  shelter  for  close  to  40  peo¬ 
ple.  Many  of  the  group  had  been  living  in 
an  area  hotel — destroyed  by  one  of  the 

See  Tornadoes,  page  3 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Blessed  and  Proud 


I  am  so  proud  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church!  It  seems  that  every¬ 
where  I  turn  there  is  reason  for  rejoic¬ 
ing  in  the  faithful  and  progressive  min¬ 
istry  that  is  being  done  for  God's  great 
Kingdom. 

I’ve  just  spent  a  week  at  the  Wesley 
Center,  celebrating  several  different 
aspects  of  our  life  together  and  1  enter 
the  days  ahead  with  new  energy  and 
excitement  for  what  God  has  in  store 
for  us  as  we  continue  to  seek  for  God’s 
guidance  and  blessing  on  our  lives. 
While  at  the  Wesley  Center  I  shared 
with  the  African-American  clergy  of 
our  Conference  in  a  twenty-four  hour 
retreat.  The  theme  for  the  retreat  was 
“Destined  for  Greatness.”  When  that 
24-hour  period  came  to  an  end,  I  was 
firmly  convinced  that  we  are  on  that 
road.  There  was  frankness  of  discus¬ 
sion,  a  spirit  of  commonality,  and  a 
genuine  desire  expressed  to  move  for¬ 
ward  in  claiming  the  great  strength  of 
the  African-American  church  in 
Louisiana.  We  share  such  a  profound 
history  in  our  state,  and  there  is 
renewed  energy  toward  capturing  the 
potential  that  is  available  to  us  as  we 
devote  our  efforts  to  making  disciples 
for  Jesus  Christ. 

Following  the  African-American 
clergy  retreat,  the  remaining  clergy 
members  of  the  Conference  joined  us 
for  our  bi-annual  “Tending  Our  Lives 
Together”  gathering.  It  was  a  supreme 
joy  to  experience  some  350+  members 
of  the  active  clergy  of  the  Conference 
gathered  for  worship,  study  and  fellow¬ 
ship.  Our  primary  leader  was  Dr. 

Lovett  Weems  of  Wesley  Theological 
School  in  Washington,  D.C.  Dr.  Weems 
led  us  in  three  stimulating  lectures  on 
“Leadership  in  the  Wesleyan  Tradition.” 
As  I  made  my  way  through  the  gath¬ 
ered  body,  I  heard  comment  after  com¬ 
ment  that  Dr.  Weems  had  sparked  a  per¬ 
tinent  and  challenging  note  in  our  midst 
about  what  it  means  to  be  a  leader  in 
the  church  today.  I'm  firmly  convinced 
we  will  experience  a  new  surge  of  lead¬ 
ership  strengths  as  a  result  of  these 
three  days  we  spent  together. 

After  everyone  left  the  Wesley 
Center  on  Wednesday  noon,  the 
appointive  Cabinet  began  our  work  on 
the  appointments  for  the  coming 
Conference  year.  I’ve  never  shared 
with  a  more  conscientious,  caring,  com¬ 
petent  and  committed  group  of  District 
Superintendents  and  Provost  than  we 
have  now.  These  servants  of  God  and 
servant  leaders  of  our  Annual 
Conference  put  in  long  hours  wrestling 
with  what  is  the  best  way  for  us  to  pro¬ 
vide  the  best-matched  leadership  with 
the  needs  of  the  530  churches  in 
Louisiana  today.  It  is  a  humble  privi¬ 
lege  to  work  alongside  these  eight  indi¬ 
viduals  who  are  giving  their  very  best 
to  help  enable  the  Louisiana 


Conference  to  be  all 
we  can  be. 

And  when  the 
Cabinet  left  on 
Friday  afternoon, 
new  servants  came 
in  on  Saturday 
morning  to  continue 
the  work  we  share 
together.  The 
Conference  Council 
on  Finance  and 
Administration  gathered  on  Saturday  to 
construct  a  budget  that  will  allow  us  to 
continue  to  be  faithful  to  our  task  of 
serving  the  needs  of  our  Conference 
and  sharing  in  the  needs  and  cares  of 
the  world.  This  is  another  group  of 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


dedicated  women  and  men  who  want  us 
to  be  the  extension  of  Jesus’  love  into 
the  world  through  the  stewardship  of 
our  possessions.  They  have  agreed 
upon  a  workable  budget  that  will  honor 
the  call  upon  us  from  Jesus  Christ. 

While  I  am  talking  about  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  our  Council  on  Finance  and 
Administration,  let  me  brag  a  bit  on  all 
of  you  who  made  it  possible  for  our 
Conference  to  pay  our  apportionments 
at  a  record  level  in  2006.  When  we 
closed  the  books  for  this  past  year,  you 
had  made  it  possible  for  us  to  pay  our 
mission  askings  (apportionments)  in  the 
amount  of  98.42  percent! ! !  That  is  the 
largest  amount  we  have  paid  in  many 
years  -  perhaps  ever!  And  to  think,  we 
have  done  it  in  the  midst  of  storm 
recovery! !  God  has  been  honored  by 
your  faithful  and  steady  efforts. 

This  morning  I  worshiped  with 
Ingleside  United  Methodist  Church 
here  in  Baton  Rouge.  They  now  meet 
in  their  fellowship  hall  because  their 
beautiful  sanctuary  and  office  building 
was  destroyed  by  fire  a  few  weeks  ago. 
The  service  was  filled  with  joy  and 
thanksgiving  for  God’s  goodness  and 
steadfast  presence  even  in  the  midst  of 
disaster.  Reverend  Hatfield  reminded 
all  of  us  that  Jesus  is  like  the  mother 
hen  who  gathers  her  chicks  under  her 
wings  and  protects  and  guides  them  in 
the  worst  as  well  as  the  best  of  times. 

Jesus  has  gathered  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  under  his  wings. 
There’s  no  question  about  it.  God  is 
guiding  us  to  exhibit  our  best  for  his 
Kingdom.  And  you  are  doing  it!  I  con¬ 
tinue  to  be  humbled  as  well  as  extreme¬ 
ly  proud  to  be  your  bishop.  You  have 
profoundly  enriched  my  personal  life 
and  God’s  Kingdom  is  blessed  by  your 
faithfulness.  May  God  continue  to 
guide  our  journey  together. 


In  Christ’s  love, 

fell 

Bill  Hutchinson 


Shuford  joins  Foundation  staff 


The  United 
Methodist  Foundation 
of  Louisiana  is  pleased 
to  announce  that  Keith 
L.  “Kip”  Shuford  has 
been  named  develop¬ 
ment  officer. 

Kip  will  work  from 
Baton  Rouge,  further 
developing  relation¬ 
ships  with  United 
Methodist  churches  and  individuals  in  the 
southern  region  of  the  state. 

Kip  has  a  deep-rooted  history  of 
Methodist  involvement  and  experiences. 

He  is  a  lifelong  member  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge,  where 
he  has  served  as  chairman  of  the 
Administrative  Board,  the  Council  on 
Ministries  and  many  committees.  He  was 
a  pilgrim  of  Emmaus  Walk  #9  and  has 
served  as  a  Stephen  Minister.  Kip  presently 
enjoys  teaching  tenth  grade  Sunday  school, 
and  has  taught  at  various  age  levels  in  the 
last  fifteen  years.  He  also  serves  in  First 
Church’s  Mentor  Program. 

“We  are  so  pleased  to  have  Kip  on 
board,”  said  Rob  Fairly,  president  of  the 
foundation.  “He  brings  a  broad  base  of 
business  experience  and  a  strong  Methodist 


heritage  to  the  job.” 

Kip’s  business  career  began  after  gradu¬ 
ating  in  1975  with  a  B.S.  from  LSU.  He 
has  served  as  vice  president  of  Capital 
Bank  and  administrative  director  of  the 
Baton  Rouge  General  Hospital. 

Kip  has  served  on  the  board  of  the 
American  Heart  Association  and  Junior 
Achievement  and  as  chairman  of  the 
Southern  University  Athletic  Association. 
He  is  a  member  of  the  National  Committee 
on  Planned  Giving  and  the  Planned  Giving 
Council  of  Greater  Baton  Rouge.  He  and 
his  wife  of  25  years,  Sandra,  have  one 
daughter  who  will  graduate  from  Episcopal 
High  School  this  May. 

Kip’s  first  order  of  business  as  develop¬ 
ment  officer  will  be  to  travel  around  the 
state  meeting  pastors  and  familiarizing 
them  with  the  various  services  the  founda¬ 
tion  offers. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  founded  in  1975  and 
serves  United  Methodist  churches,  insti¬ 
tutions  and  individuals  within  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  providing 
financial  management,  consultation  and 
education,  loans  and  grants.  It  is  one  of 
the  largest  United  Methodist  Foundations, 
in  the  denomination. 


Award  nomination  deadline  set 


Nominations  for  the  Sarah  Schoeffler 
Award,  presented  at  Annual  Conference 
in  June,  are  now  being  accepted.  This 
annual  award  recognizes  outstanding  or 
extraordinary  devotion  and  service  to 
church  and/or  a  local  community  by  a 
member  of  a  Louisiana  Methodist  congre¬ 
gation.  It  is  hoped  that  this  early  reminder 
will  give  ample  time  for  individual 
church  members  to  prayerfully  consider 
and  nominate  a  brother  or  sister  that  has 
gone  above  and  beyond  the  ordinary  to 
serve  their  church  and/or  their  communi¬ 
ty.  This  award  traditionally  has  gone  to 


someone  who  reflects  and  spreads  the 
true  spirit  of  love  and  community  that 
we,  as  Christians,  hope  to  do  in  service  to 
others  and  our  church. 

All  nominations  must  be  received  in 
writing  by  Rev.  Abraham  E.  Davis  no 
later  than  March  1 5,  2007  at  36560  Post 
Oak  Ave.,  New  Orleans,  La.  70131. 

Please  include  the  name  of  your  nominee, 
his/her  church  affiliation,  and  the  reasons 
that  you  think  this  person  exemplifies  the 
qualities  needed  for  the  award,  including 
any  specific  service(s)  rendered  to  the 
nominee’s  church  or  local  community. 
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A  house  in  Westwego  was  moved  off  its  foundation  by  one  of  the  powerful  tornadoes 
that  hit  South  Louisiana  on  Feb.  1 3.  In  the  above  picture,  the  structure  on  the  right  was 
previously  standing  on  the  cement  slab  shown  left. 

Tornadoes,  from  page  7 


tornadoes — because  they  were  displaced  by 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

“The  stories  were  overwhelming.  One 
couple  I  met  was  in  their  house  when  it 
collapsed.  Their  son  and  grandchildren  had 
moved  in  with  them  because  his  home  had 
been  destroyed  by  Katrina.  They  were  all 
in  the  house  when  the  tornado  hit,  even  the 
baby,”  said  Boemer,  adding  that  the  entire 
family  is  now  living  with  friends  who 
"took  them  in.” 

Similar  damages  were  caused  by  four 
tornadoes  that  hit  southwest  Louisiana — 
deeply  affected  by  Hurricane  Rita — where 
dozens  of  homes  were  damaged.  Reports 


indicate  that  a  number  of  the  homes  were 
uninsured  and  many  of  the  residents  were 
elderly  or  disabled. 

We  are  identifying  funds  to  repair  roof 
damage  on  a  home  in  Iberia  Parish.  We 
have  given  the  owner  dishes,  pots  and  pans 
for  the  rented  trailer  she  is  currently  livin- 
gin,”  said  Barbara  Abshire  of  the  Abbeville 
Recovery  Station. 

In  New  Orleans,  The  Red  Cross  compli¬ 
mented  case  managers  from  the  Eastbank 
Recovery  Station,  commenting  that  they 
were  among  the  first  to  respond  to  their 
urgent  request  for  help.  “We  were  happy  to 
help  in  any  way  we  could,”  said  Boemer. 


March  18  is  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 


Goharik  Gevorgyan  lives  in  rural 
Yerevan,  a  “marze,”  or  province  of 
Armenia,  where  interlacing  mountain 
ranges  surround  her  home. 

She  attends  school  regularly  because  her 
mother  now  can  afford  school  fees.  Thanks 
to  a  small-business  loan  from  a  micro-cred¬ 
it  program  ran  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  Mrs.  Gevorgyan 
operates  a  fish-smoking  business  that  pro¬ 
vides  a  decent  living. 

UMCOR  operates  such  ministries  in 
Armenia  and  around  the  world  because  of 
extra  financial  support  through  the  annual 
One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  offering 
received  by  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  across  the  United  States.  This  year’s 
special  offering  will  be  conducted  March 
18. 

For  more  than  50  years  in  the  United 
States,  millions  of  Christians  have  joined 
annually  for  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  to 
help  vulnerable  people  around  the  world. 
Together,  the  offering  supports  ministries 
that  help  people  and  communities  suffering 
from  the  effects  of  disaster,  conflict  or 
severe  economic  hardship. 

Through  UMCOR  funding,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  was  established,  and 
thousands  of  victims  from  Hurricanes  Rita 


and  Katrina  have  received  assistance  in 
rebuilding  damaged  and  destroyed  homes. 

Through  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions,  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  is  a  pri¬ 
mary  funding  source  of  UMCOR,  which 
does  not  receive  denominational  apportion¬ 
ment  or  World  Service  funds. 

UMCOR  has  worked  in  Armenia  since 
1 994  in  response  to  chronic  war,  extreme 
poverty  and  natural  disasters.  Through 
agency  ministries  such  as  the  AREGAK 
micro-credit  program  for  women,  Goharik 
and  children  like  her  now  live  with  hope. 

The  AREGAK  program  provides  small 
loans  backed  by  groups  of  guarantors 
selected  by  the  applicants  themselves. 
Before  a  loan  is  granted,  the  applicant  and 
her  financial  support  group  attend  training 
to  ensure  success.  More  than  15,000  clients 
have  built  home  businesses,  expanded 
existing  enterprises  and,  most  importantly, 
transformed  hopelessness  into  hope. 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  donations 
are  essential  to  UMCOR  because  the  funds 
help  underwrite  the  cost  of  doing  business 
so  that  100  percent  of  the  money  donated 
to  a  specific  UMCOR  project  goes  to  that 
project  and  not  to  home  office  and  admin¬ 
istrative  costs,  according  to  the  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day,  chief  executive  of  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


mm 


Sunday  School  stories  sought  by  publishing  house 


Do  you  have  stories  about  how  Sunday 
school  has  touched  people’s  lives  and  ideas 
to  help  Sunday  school  succeed?  The  gener¬ 
al  church  would  like  to  hear  them  for  an 
effort  called  “Sunday  School  -  It’s  for 
Life.”  Stories  are  shared  on  the  website 
http://sundayschool.cokesbury.com  as  a 
joint  effort  by  United  Methodist  Publishing 
House  and  the  General  Board  of 
Discipleship,  and  may  be  used  for  addition¬ 
al  placements. 


Please  submit  articles  approximately 
500  words  in  length  to  Harriet  Olson  at  the 
Publishing  House, 

holson@umpublishing.org,  and  Diane 
Denton,  director  of  Public  Relations  at 
United  Methodist  Communications, 
ddenton@umcom.org.  Also,  please  copy 
the  stories  to  Betty  Backstrom.  editor  of  the 
Louisiana  Now!  at  lanow@bellsouth.net 
for  publication  in  our  conference  paper  and 
for  posting  on  the  conference  website. 


Weems,  from  page  7 

never  synonymous  with  God’s  ultimate 
will  for  our  churches.  We  cannot  remain 
what  we  need  to  be  by  remaining  what 
we  are,”  said  Weems. 

He  also  pointed  out  to  conference 
clergy  that  the  next  chapter  for  United 
Methodist  churches  must  build  on  the 
unique  history  and  culture  of  each  con¬ 
gregation.  “Pastors  and  laity  leaders  are 
a  team  always  seeking  to  help  the  con¬ 
gregation  take  the  next  faithful  step,” 
Weems  added. 

Reflecting  on  his  visit  to  our  annual 
conference,  he  said,  “1  had  a  marvelous 
time  with  old  and  new  friends  in 
Louisiana.  I  sensed  great  unity  and  energy 
to  be  about  the  church’s  mission  of  making 


disciples,  especially  as  we  face  the  chal¬ 
lenge  today  to  reach  more  people,  younger 
people,  and  more  diverse  people.” 

Dr.  Lovett  H.  Weems,  Jr.  is  a 
Distinguished  Professor  of  Church 
Leadership  and  Director  of  the  Lewis 
Center  for  Church  Leadership  at  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  DC. 
He  is  the  author  of  Take  the  Next  Step: 
Leading  Lasting  Change  in  the  Church; 
Leadership  in  the  Wesleyan  Spirit;  Church 
Leadership:  Vision,  Team,  Culture,  and 
Integrity;  and  John  Wesley’s  Message 
Today.  Weems  is  the  editor  of  the  online 
newsletter.  Leading  Ideas,  available  free  at 
www.churchleadership.com. 


Dr.  Lovett  H.  Weems,  Jr.,  above,  speaks  to  Louisiana  Conference  clergy  at  the  "Tending 
Our  Lives  Together"  retreat  held  at  The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth  Feb.  26-28.  Weems 
focused  on  different  aspects  of  leadership  and  the  promotion  of  lasting  charge  in  the 
church.  Pictured  during  a  break  are,  left  to  right,  are  Revs.  Craig  Gilliam,  Roger  *  '  ~~ 

Templeton,  Jeff  Duke  and  Gary  Willis.  ’ 
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Like  This 


Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

March  24,  2007 

Join  us  as  we  gather  for  a  fun  filled  day 
of  discerning  what  being  a  MEANs  people  is  ail  about!! 


1 0:00  a.m.  until  3:00  p.m. 

Registration  Begins  at  9: 1  5  a.m.  St  Program  begins  at  1  0:00  a.m. 

Wesley  Center  -  Woodworth,  Louisiana 
Cost  $20.00  per  person 

(This  covers  lunch,  t-shirt  8r  program  cost) 

Registration  Deadline  is  Friday,  March  1 6*,  2007 

Registrations/ Changes  after  March  1 6'“  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available 
basis  and  will  be  assessed  a  $1 2.00  late  fee 

Register  online  at  www.la-umc.org/youth/ 


LSU  Wesley  Foundation 


Louisiana  State  University’s  Wesley 
Foundation  in  Baton  Rouge  is  inviting  high 
school  seniors  around  the  state  to  special 
events  being  held  the  week  of  Spring 
Testing  at  LSU. 

The  Spring  Invitational  Open  House 
will  begin  Wednesday,  March  28  on  the 
first  night  of  spring  testing.  Students  are 
welcome  at  a  dinner  at  7  p.m.,  followed  by 
a  chapel  service  held  at  the  Wesley 


Foundation,  333  E.  Chimes  Street.  Guest 
speaker  will  be  Rev.  Tom  Dolph,  director 
of  Youth  Ministries  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference. 

Also,  a  Crawfish  Boil  will  be  held  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation  March  29  at  5:30  p.m. 

For  more  information,  please  contact 
Rev.  Don  Meeks  at  (225)  344-7012  or 
email  lsuwesley@bellsouth.net 


Hartzell  UMC 


Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  celebrated  UMW  Sunday  Jan.  28  in 
their  now  restored  church  sanctuary,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in 
2005.  Guest  speaker  was  Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump,  member  of  Bethany  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans.  Bethany  UMC,  which  received  close  to  1 1  feet  of  flood  water 
during  the  devastating  storm,  is  now  worshipping  in  their  restored  sanctuary. 

Also  present  at  the  UMW  celebration  were  members  of  an  UMCOR  mission  team  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Huron,  South  Dakota. The  group  was  one  of  a  number 
of  teams  that  helped  Hartzell-Mt.  Zion  UMC  through  the  recovery  process. 

Pictured  above  from  left  are  Mrs.  Janice  Scott,  Rev.  Ernest  E.  Scott  and  Dr.  Crump. 


Baton  Rouge 


Broadmoor  UMC  - 

Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  will  host 
Dr.  Margaret  Nikol, 
world  class  violinist, 
on  Sunday,  March  1 1 
in  all  three  traditional 
worship  services  in  the 
sanctuary. 

The  services  are  at 
8:30,  9:45  and  11  a.m. 

Dr.  Nikol  will  not  only  perform,  but  she 
will  share  a  dramatic  testimony  of  how  her 
Bulgarian  parents  and  brother  were  mar¬ 
tyred  by  the  KGB.  Nikol’s  musical  talent 
provided  her  escape,  and  she  now  resides 
in  the  USA. 

She  offers  an  unusual  combination  of 
“superb  musicianship,  dramatic  testimony 
of  God’s  presence,  appropriate  patriotism, 


and  a  passion  for  mission.”  She  travels  the 
country  sharing  her  personal  story  and  rais¬ 
ing  funds  to  take  Bibles  back  into  her 
homeland  and  provide  training  for  pastors. 

Rev.  Ginny  Allen,  Minister  of  Missions 
and  Spiritual  Growth  for  Broadmoor  UMC, 
said,  “This  is  a  rare  event  which  gives 
United  Methodists  a  chance  to  hear  a  fine 
musician  perform  and  share  the  story  of 
surviving  life  in  a  Communist  country.  She 
touches  the  heart  of  every  listener.  I’ve 
hosted  her  over  five  times  and  can’t  wait  to 
hear  her  again.  Despite  the  personal  abuse 
and  traumas  she  has  faced,  she  has  chosen 
to  be  loving  and  joyful.  Her  attitude  is 
reflected  in  her  delightful  sense  of  humor 
and  the  ability  to  mesmerize  her  audiences 
whether  by  articulation  or  musical  artistry.” 


Generation  X/Y  gathering  scheduled 


United  Methodists  will  connect  and 
equip  Gen  X  and  Gen  Y  clergy  and  laity 
for  ministry  through  the  “Generation  X/Y 
Gathering,”  scheduled  for  May  23-26  at 
Mt.  Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat 
Center  in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 

The  Gathering  will  feature  speakers  Tim 
Keel  and  Doug  Pagitt  as  well  as  sessions 
designed  to  let  participants  learn  from  one 
another. 

“This  has  been  a  cooperative  effort  with 
people  from  all  over  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction,”  said  Rev.  Mark  Long,  who 
prefers  to  be  called  an  instigator  rather  than 
an  organizer  of  the  event.  “We  wanted  to 
do  something  that  would  not  only  connect 
and  train  young  leaders,  but  also  inspire 
new  ideas  and  refresh  us  along  the  way.” 


Those  who  helped  develop  The 
Gathering  point  to  the  rapidly  changing 
American  culture  and  the  subsequent  diffi¬ 
culties  for  ministry  as  impetus  for  the 
event. 

“Models  for  living  out  Christian  faith 
are  changing  so  fast,”  said  Amy  Forbus. 
“It’s  easy  to  feel  overwhelmed.  We  want  to 
send  a  message  to  young  leaders  that  they 
aren’t  alone,  and  to  present  them  with  a 
starting  point  for  addressing  the  ministry 
challenges  they  face.” 

More  information  about  The  Gathering, 
including  a  price  list  and  schedule  of 
events,  is  available  at  www.mountsequoy- 
ah.org,  www.generationxy.org  or  call  (800) 
760-8126. 


Takin'lt  To  The  Streets 

Abbeville  Area 
Aug.  17-1 9 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  Event  Director 

Lake  Charles  Area 
Aug.  24-26 

John  Bergstedt,  Event  Director 

New  Orleans  Area 
Sept.  7-9 

John  Butterfield,  Director 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  and  the  Louisiana  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  are  co-sponsoring  three  Takin'lt  To  The  Streets  events  in  New 
Orleans,  Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville.  These  events  will  present  additional 
opportunities  for  volunteers  to  muck  out  storm  damaged  homes  and 
participate  in  rebuilding  efforts  in  storm  damaged  areas. 

The  cost  will  be  $50  per  person  which  will  cover  meals, 
two  nights  lodging,  and  administration. 

Participants  may  register  through  the  La.  Disaster  Recovery  web  site 
(accessible  through  the  Conference  home  page,  www.la-umc.org)  A 
special  tab  for  registration  will  be  installed  in  April.  No  registrations  will 
be  taken  for  Takin  it  to  the  Streets  until  then.  Groups  will  also  be 
encouraged  to  register  to  stay  additional  dates  and  enjoy  the  'Street' 
event  within  their  longer  mission  stay. 
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St.  Francisville  UMC 

St.  Francisville  United  Methodist 
Church  will  host  “The  Celebration  of 
Grace”  on  March  25  and  March  26. 

The  celebration  will  start  on  Sunday 
morning  with  guest  pastor  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  director  of  Disaster 
Preparedness  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  preaching  at  all  three  morning 
services  at  the  church,  located  on  Royal 
Street  in  St.  Francisville.  Those  services 
will  be  held  at  8: 1 5,  9:45  and  11:15  a.m. 

Festivities  will  continue  Sunday  night  at 
Hemingbough  with  guest  pastor  Rev.  Dr. 

Chris  Andrews,  senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Baton  Rouge, 
preaching  in  the  amphitheatre.  A  compli¬ 
mentary  dinner  will  be  served  at  6  p.m. 
with  the  service  starting  at  7  p.m. 

Rev.  Andrews  will  also  preach  on 
Monday  night  with  another  complimentary 
dinner  served  starting  at  6  p.m.  and  the 
service  again  starting  at  7  p.m. 


Music  during  the  service  will  feature 
Julie  and  the  Bayou  Sara  Boys;  Mallory 
and  Alaina  Richard;  and  the  West  Feliciana 
Parish  Community  Singers. 

The  event  is  open  to  the  community  and 
is  free  of  charge.  Hemingbough  is  also 
serving  as  a  sponsor  for  the  event. 

Organizers  of  the  gathering  hope  that 
the  celebration  will  give  the  people  of  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist  Church  an 
opportunity  to  come  together  to  “feast  and 
worship  in  the  same  place,  at  the  same 
time.” 

The  event  is  also  designed  to  provide 
church  members  an  opportunity  to  invite 
friends,  relatives,  acquaintances,  neighbors, 
co-workers  and  classmates  who  do  not  cur¬ 
rently  have  a  church  home  to  come  and 
join  in  two  days  of  worship  and  fellowship. 

For  more  information,  contact  St. 
Francisville  UMC  at  (225)  635-3763  or  by 
email  at  stfrumc@bellsouth.net 


St.  Mark  UMC  •  Alexandria 


Rev.  Ossie  Clark,  pastor  of  St.  Mark 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria, 
recently  had  a  wonderful  time  putting  into 
practice  one  of  the  Bible’s  most  quoted 
scriptures:  “Feed  my  sheep,”  John  21:17. 

Clark  invited  all  of  the  members  of  St. 
Mark’s  UMC  to  lunch  on  Sunday,  Jan.  7. 


Close  to  50  persons  shared  in  the  meal, 
which  participants  hailed  as  “a  wonderful 
way  to  begin  the  new  year  and  to  encour¬ 
age  church  renewal.” 

One  member  said,  “We  were  very  excit¬ 
ed  to  receive  this  act  of  kindness  and  love 
from  Pastor  Clark.” 


First  UMC  -  Hammond 


The  March-April  2007  issue  of 
Interpreter  Magazine  contains  an  article, 
“Making  the  Most  of  Easter  Crowds,”  fea¬ 
turing  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Hammond. 

Readers  are  encouraged  not  to  make 
light  of  those  who  seldom  attend  worship 
but  to  do  all  they  can  on  Easter  to  extend 
hospitality  and  provide  infonnation  to 
make  people  want  to  return.  The  story  may 
be  read  on-line  at  http://www.interpreter- 
magazine.org/interior.asp?ptid=43&mid=ll 
890. 

This  issue  of  Interpreter  focuses  on 
changing  communities  and  changing 
churches.  Readers  will  be  inspired  by  the 
stories  of  four  churches  who  gained  new 


vision,  new  mission,  new  ministries  —  and 
new  members.  Each  literally  looked  at  its 
changing  community  and  found  ways  for 
the  church  to  serve  new  populations. 

Refocused  and  redesigned  Interpreter 
serves  lay  leaders  —  those  who  serve  by 
role  as  well  as  position  —  and  clergy  with 
inspiration  and  information  to  connect 
leaders  and  potential  leaders  across  the 
denomination  with  God,  with  each  other 
and  with  ideas  and  resources. 

Check  out  Interpreter  OnLine  at 
www.interpretermagazine.org.  Then  order 
your  personal  subscription  by  calling 
United  Methodist  Communications  at  (888) 
346-3862. 


Make  plans  to  attend! 

2007  Gulf  Coast  School  of  Congregational  Development 

Equipping  clergy  and  laity 
for  ministry  in  a  changing  context! 

May  3-5 

St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
6017  Camphor  St. 

Metairie,  La. 

Cost;  $35  for  clergy;  $25  for  laity 
Registration  deadline;  April  15,  2007 
For  more  information  contact: 

Steve  Stevens  at  (225)  346-1646,  ext.  231 

Sponsored  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
the  Mississippi  Annual  Conference  and 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 


Bethany  UMC 


In  a  time  of  great  need,  the  people  of 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church 
responded  by  offering  the  church  as  a 
respite  to  residents  of  Pontchartrain 
Park  who  were  affected  by  tornados  that 
struck  New  Orleans  on  Feb.  13,  2007. 

Leaflets  inviting  the  community  to 
come  to  Bethany  UMC  for  a  meal  were 
distributed  by  clergy  and  church  mem¬ 
bership.  More  than  87  persons  respond¬ 
ed  to  the  invitation  and  came  to  Bethany 
for  the  6  p.m.  dinner. 


In  addition,  blood  pressure  screen¬ 
ings  were  offered  to  those  in  attendance. 

Special  thanks  to  Edwina  McBride 
for  taking  blood  pressure  readings. 

Those  serving  dinner,  providing 
comfort  and  performing  other  services 
were:  Evelyn  Metoyer,  Elvetta 
Dickerson,  Beatrice  Wright,  Lisa  Ross, 
Courtney  Ross,  Weldon  Frazier,  Charles 
Brashears,  Anita  H.  Crump,  Rev. 

Eugene  Hebert,  and  Rev.  Hadley 
Edwards. 
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A  United  Methodist  men's  group  in  Pennsylvania  provides  medical  equipment  for  those  in  need.  Left, Karl  McFadden  cleans  and  sanitizes  a  wheelchair  donated  to  the  United 
Methodist  Men's  Hospital  Equipment  Loan  Service  in  Connellsville,  Pa. The  ministry,  operated  from  the  town's  community  center,  loans  wheelchairs,  canes,  walkers,  portable  com¬ 
modes  and  other  medical  equipment  to  people  in  need.  The  ministry,  operated  from  the  town's  community  center,  loans  wheelchairs,  canes,  walkers,  portable  commodes  and  other 
medical  equipment  to  people  in  need.  Volunteers  from  11  United  Methodist  churches  run  the  operation.UMNS  photos  by  James  Melchiorre. 


Medical  ministry  shares  crutches,  wheelchairs,  and  so  much  more 


BY  JAMES  MELCHIORRE 

CONNELLSVILLE,  Pa.  (UMNS)- 
When  a  doctor  told  Pat  Galasso  she  had 
two  bad  knees  that  would  require  surgery, 
she  knew  she  would  need  a  lot  of  support- 
literally. 

“My  husband’s  had  nine  surgeries  and 
he  walks  with  a  crutch.  He  couldn’t  have 
been  any  help  to  me,”  said  Galasso,  77.  “I 
really  needed  a  walker.” 

Fortunately,  Galasso  knew  exactly 
where  to  get  one  on  loan.  At  a  former  high 
school  classroom  in  the  Community  Center 
in  downtown  Connellsville,  the  United 
Methodist  Men’s  Hospital  Equipment  Loan 
Service  keeps  an  inventory  of  wheelchairs, 
walkers,  crutches,  canes,  portable  com¬ 
modes  and  even  mattresses  for  people  who 
need  medical  equipment. 

So  instead  of  renting  a  wheelchair 
for  $136  a  month,  a  person  can  take  out 
a  loan  at  no  charge.  The  equipment  is 
available  for  whoever  needs  it,  as  long 


‘“Time  Apart,’  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus”  is  the 
theme  for  the  Annual 
Clergywomen’s  Retreat 
to  be  held  at  the 
Wesley  Conference 
Center  May  15-16, 

2007. 

Retreat  leader  Rev. 

Wendy  Miller  is 
Assistant  Professor  of 
Spiritual  Formation  from  Eastern 
Mennonite  Seminary  (EMS)  in 
Harrisonburg,  Va.  She  has  taught  at  EMS 
since  1991,  and  is  also  adjunct  faculty  for 
Garrett  Evangelical-Theological  Seminary. 
She  also  serves  as  faculty  person  for 
Training  in  Spiritual  Direction  programs  in 


as  they  need  it. 

“The  primary  areas  where  we  see  the 
need  is  for  people  without  insurance  cover¬ 
age  or  people  who  do  not  meet  the  income 
or  age  requirements  for  the  government 
programs,”  said  Wes  Boots,  a  retired  school 
teacher  who  has  volunteered  with  the  min¬ 
istry  since  1 966. 

The  walker-so  critical  to  Galasso ’s  reha- 
bilitation-was  one  of  more  than  640  items 
out  on  loan  at  the  close  of  2006. 

“If  we  have  it,  and  you  need  it,  we  give 
it  to  you,”  said  Karl  McFadden,  who  keeps 
track  of  inventory  by  writing  down  infor¬ 
mation  in  a  large  binder. 

Most  equipment  is  donated.  Every  item 
is  repaired,  if  necessary,  then  cleaned  and 
sanitized  by  volunteers  from  1 1  United 
Methodist  congregations  in  the  area. 

The  ministry’s  only  expenses  are  the 
cost  of  cleaning  supplies,  steel  wool,  an 
occasional  replacement  part  and,  of  course, 
rental  of  the  storage  space,  which  has  risen 


Louisiana,  Mississippi,  and  Troy 
Conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Her  previous  experience  includes 
serving  as  a  chaplain  at  Virginia  Mennonite 
Retirement  Community  and  as  associate 
pastor  of  Bethlehem  Mennonite  Church  in 
Pennsylvania. 

Rev.  Miller  earned  her  B.A.  from  Iowa 
Wesleyan  College,  an  M.A.  in  church  lead¬ 
ership  from  Eastern  Mennonite  Seminary, 
and  studied  at  the  Shalem  Institute  of 
Spiritual  Formation.  Wendy  also  earned  the 
STM  degree  in  Spiritual  Direction  from 
General  Theological  Seminary. 

She  has  published  various  articles  and 
devotionals,  including  a  book.  Learning  to 
Listen:  A  Guide  for  Spiritual  Friends 
(Upper  Room  Books,  1993),  Invitation  to 


from  $25  a  month  when  the  program  began 
in  the  late  1 950s  to  $260  a  month  today. 

The  medical  equipment  ministry  began 
in  an  era  when  there  was  no  universal,  gov¬ 
ernment-funded  health  insurance  for  the 
elderly  and  the  poor.  But  even  in  the  age  of 
Medicare,  the  service  is  needed,  organizers 
say.  In  the  United  States,  15  percent  of  the 
population,  an  estimated  46  million  people, 
had  no  health  insurance  in  2005. 

In  the  blue-collar,  mountain  towns 
stretching  from  the  outskirts  of  Pittsburgh 
to  the  West  Virginia  border,  the  crisis  is 
even  more  severe. 

“There  are  a  number  of  persons  who, 
because  of  job  loss,  no  longer  have  hospi¬ 
talization  (insurance),  and  this  provides  an 
opportunity  to  get  equipment  on  a  loan 
basis,  at  no  cost,”  said  the  Rev.  Frank 
Sherman,  a  district  superintendent  in  the 
Western  Pennsylvania  Conference. 

The  ability  to  obtain  equipment  quickly 
is  especially  important  when  time  is  most 


Presence:  A  Guide  to  Spiritual  Disciplines 
(Upper  Room  Books,  1995),  and  Jesus  our 
Spiritual  Direction:  A  Pilgrimage  Through 
the  Gospels  (Upper  Room  Books,  2004). 

Wendy  is  married  to  Ed  Miller  and  they 
have  five  children  and  eleven  grandchil¬ 
dren.  Her  hobbies  are  landscaping  and 
flower  gardening,  calligraphy  and  enjoying 
creation. 

Registration  should  be  mailed  to  Cathy 
Wimberly  at  the  Wesley  Center.  The  cost 
of  the  retreat  is  $82  for  a  single  and  $66  for 
a  double  room.  The  registration  deadline  is 
May  7,  2007. 

The  retreat  will  provide  a  relaxed  format 
of  fellowship  and  fLm  for  spiritual  renewal. 
Participants  should  bring  along  a  Bible  and 
tennis  shoes,  planning  to  eat  lunch  before 


precious  due  to  a  medical  condition. 

“The  opportunity  to  have  a  hospital  bed, 
particularly  in  a  hospice  situation-a  termi¬ 
nal  illness  where  the  person  can  come 
home  from  a  nursing  home  to  their  home  to 
interact  with  their  families  in  their  final 
days-is  one  that’s  very  important  to  people, 
“  Boots  said. 

Boots  said  the  loan  service  is  so  well- 
supplied  and  staffed  these  days  that  the 
ministry  wants  to  share  equipment,  and 
expertise,  with  others  interested  in  starting 
a  similar  service.  It’s  all  part  of  being  good 
stewards  of  our  resources,  they  say. 

“This  is  part  of  the  Gospel.  This  is  the 
living  out  of  our  faith,”  Boots  said. 

Galasso  agrees.  Five  days  before 
Christmas,  as  she  continued  to  recuperate 
from  knee  surgery,  she  returned  to  the 
Community  Center  to  exchange  her  walker 
for  a  cane. 

“It  was  just  a  godsend,”  Galasso  said. 


Center  in  May 

arriving  on  May  15.  Registration  begins  at 
12  noon  on  Tuesday,  with  opening  worship 
at  1  p.m.  Meals  include  supper  on  Tuesday, 
and  breakfast  and  lunch  on  Wednesday. 

A  PJ  Party  on  Tuesday  night  will  have  a 
contest  for  most  creative  outfit.  Base  your 
outfit  on  our  theme.  Feel  free  to  use  music, 
song,  etc.  to  go  along  with  the  presentation 
of  your  outfit.  First,  second  and  third  place 
prizes  will  be  awarded,  (all  in  fun!) 

Breakfast  on  Wednesday  will  be  a  lazy 
morning  Continental  breakfast.  The  retreat 
concludes  at  noon. 

For  retreat  questions  please  call  or  email 
Rev.  M.  Amanda  Carpenter  at  (985)  384- 
7108,  email:  MACGNOLIA4@aol.com  or 
Rev.  Peggy  B.  Foreman  at  (985)  532-5474, 
email:  pegannf@bellsouth.net 


Clergywomen's  retreat  scheduled  for  Wesley 


Rev.  Wendy  Miller 


MARCH  9,2007 
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the  new  Miss  America 


Faith  reigns  supreme  for 


BY  LINDA  GREEN 

Lauren  Nelson  is  relying  on  her  faith  to 
keep  her  grounded  during  the  hectic  year 
that  lies  ahead  for  the  newly  crowned  Miss 
America. 

Nelson,  20,  a  member  of  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lawton,  Okla., 
won  the  coveted  title  on  Jan.  29  in  Las 
Vegas. 

Nelson  took  a  year  off  from  her  studies 
at  the  University  of  Central  Oklahoma  in 
Edmond  to  compete  first  in  the  Oklahoma 
state  pageant,  which  she  won,  and  then  to 
vie  with  51  other  contestants  for  the  Miss 
America  crown.  Her  long-term  goals  are  to 
earn  a  master’s  degree  in  musical  theater 
and  perform  on  Broadway. 

The  daughter  of  Mark  and  Sherrell 
Nelson  of  Lawton,  she  entered  the  pageant 
circuit  at  16  to  fulfill  her  desire  to  sing  and 
perform.  After  winning  the  Miss  Teen 
Lawton  (Okla.)  pageant,  she  went  on  to 
win  Miss  Teen  Oklahoma. 

Winning  those  pageants  helped  her  to 
save  money  for  college,  and  she  continued 
competing.  “I  watched  Miss  America  as  a 
little  girl  and  never  thought  that  I  could  be 
one  of  the  contestants  in  Miss  America, 
much  less  Miss  America  herself,”  Nelson 
said.She  received  a  $50,000  scholarship 
with  the  crown. 

Since  winning,  “life  has  changed  drasti¬ 
cally,”  Nelson  said.  “I  am  traveling  20,000 
miles  this  month.  I  have  no  home  base  this 
year.  1  have  taken  another  year  off  from 
school.” 

In  performing  her  “royal”  duties,  Nelson 
is  relying  heavily  on  her  faith  and  her 
favorite  Scriptures,  Psalm  23  and 
Philippians  4:13,  to  sustain  her.  “They  are 
my  favorites  because  they  are  the  ones  I 
remember  learning  as  a  little  girl  and  lov¬ 
ing  for  the  first  time.” 

Nelson  said  faith  “plays  a  huge  role”  in 
her  life.  “I  grew  up  in  church.  1  was  bap¬ 
tized  in  the  Methodist  Church  and  have 


gone  since  I  was  a  baby. 

“So,  especially  this  year,  my  faith  will 
keep  me  grounded  and  will  keep  me 
going,”  she  said.  “This  year  is  going  to  be  a 
very  hectic  schedule,  and  sometimes  I  am 
going  to  doubt  myself,  but  I  have  to  realize 
that  God  would  not  have  put  me  in  this 
position  if  he  did  not  know  that  I  could 
handle  it.” 

For  Nelson,  being  Miss  American 
means  “representing  the  youth  of  America, 
representing  the  ideals  of  America.  I  think 
especially  now  in  our  society  we  need  a 
strong  role  model,  and  that  is  what  I  repre¬ 
sent,  and  it  is  such  an  honor  to  be  able  to 
do  that.” 

She  wants  her  faith  to  be  seen  in  her 
actions.  “You  can  say  a  lot  of  things,  but 
you  have  to  show  that  you  are  a  Christian 
and  make  the  right  choices  because  of 
that,”  she  said. 

Throughout  2007  and  beyond  her  tenure 
as  Miss  America,  she  intends  “to  take  it  a 
day  at  a  time  and  be  grateful  for  every 
opportunity,  thank  God  for  every  opportu¬ 
nity,  and  use  every  day  to  glorify  him  and 
give  all  the  glory  to  him.” 

The  Miss  America  Organization  pro¬ 
vides  outlets  for  young  women  to  achieve 
their  personal  and  professional  goals  and 
instills  a  spirit  of  community  service 
through  a  variety  of  nationwide,  communi¬ 
ty-based  programs, according  to  the  organi¬ 
zation’s  Web  site.  The  organization  annual¬ 
ly  chooses  a  national  platform,  and  the 
reigning  Miss  America  promotes  that  plat¬ 
form  and  raises  money  for  it  and  the  Miss 
America  Organization. 

Miss  America  also  chooses  a  personal 
platform,  and  Nelson’s  personal  issue  is 
“Be  NetSmart  -  Protecting  Kids  Online.” 

Nelson  chose  to  promote  Internet  safety 
for  kids  because  of  an  incident  that 
occurred  in  her  youth  while  she  and  her 
friends  talked  online. 

“I  was  actually  approached  as  a  seventh- 


grader,”  she  said.  “My  friends  and  I  were 
in  a  chat  room  and  we  were  approached  by 
an  older  person  who  asked  for  some  infor¬ 
mation  about  us.  Luckily  nothing  ever 
came  of  it,  but  as  I  grew  up,  I  realized  the 
significance  of  that  experience,”  she  said. 

She  advocates  safety  online  and  offline. 
“This  year  as  Miss  America,  1  will  get  to 
travel  and  speak  to  spread  awareness  and 
education  on  that  issue,  (and)  hopefully  I 
will  have  the  opportunity  to  touch  many 
people  and  talk  to  a  lot  of  kids  and  even 
parents  about  this  issue.” 

Internet  safety  is  a  two-way  street 
involving  parents  and  children,  Nelson 
said. 

Children  should  “be  very  guarded”  and 
learn  not  to  talk  to  strangers,  not  to  share 
personal  information  and  to  involve  an 
adult,  Nelson  said.  “Kids  have  to  realize 
that  it  can  happen  to  them  because  every 
day,  one  in  five  children  in  America  is 
being  approached  by  online  predators.  It 
happens  all  the  time,  and  being  guarded  is 
the  most  important  thing  to  teach  our  kids.” 

For  parents,  Nelson  said  the  most 
important  thing  “is  to  be  involved”  by  get¬ 
ting  online  with  their  children  and  monitor¬ 
ing  their  online  activities.  “Know  what 
your  kids  are  doing,”  she  said.  “You  would 
not  allow  your  child  to  go  to  a  party  if  you 
did  not  know  what  they  were  going  to  be 
doing  and  who  they  were  going  to  be  with, 
so  don’t  let  them  do  it  on  the  Internet.” 

Nelson  is  excited  about  the  year  ahead, 
and  grateful  for  the  support  of  the  people  at 
Centenary  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Since  I  was  a  little  girl,  they  have  sup¬ 
ported  me  and  encouraged  me  throughout 
every  endeavor  that  I  have  had,  and  it  has 
been  no  different  for  the  Miss  America 
pageant,”  she  said.  “I  want  to  thank  them 
for  their  support,  their  prayer  and  love.  I 
am  so  honored  and  proud  to  be  able  to 
share  this  with  them.” 


Lauren  Nelson,  a  member  of  Centenary 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lawton, 

Okla.,  is  crowned  Miss  America  on  Jan.  29 
in  Las  Vegas.  Nelson  says  faith  "plays  a 
huge  role"  in  her  life.  "I  grew  up  in  church. 

I  was  baptized  in  the  Methodist  Church 
and  have  gone  since  I  was  a  baby.  So, 
especially  this  year,  my  faith  will  keep  me 
grounded  and  will  keep  me  going."  A 
UMNS  photo  courtesy  of  the  Miss  America 
Organization. 


Black  Women  fellowship  program  seeks  applicants 

Qualified  applicants  may  be  interested  running  from  August  2007  through  May 


in  learning  about  the  Black  Women  in 
Ministerial  Leadership  Fellowship  Program 
(BWML)  administed  bythe  Office  of  Black 
Women  in  Church  and  Society. 

The  purpose  of  the  BWML  Program  is 
to  increase  and  sustain  the  presence  of 
women  in  key  positions  of  ecclesial  author¬ 
ity.  BWML  is  purposed  to  advance  the 
cause  of  women  ministers  as  it  relates  to 
leadership  within  the  institutional  church. 

The  program  targets  women  with  six  to 
eight  years  or  less  experience  in  the  min¬ 
istry  as  pastors;  women  with  five  years  or 
less  experience  in  church  or  church  related 
leadership  ministry;  and  seminarians. 

BWML  Fellows  are  women  seminari¬ 
ans  and/or  young  women  pastors  who  are 
pursuing  greater  access  to  positions  in 
church  leadership,  from  the  pastorate  to  the 
episcopacy.  The  BWML  Fellowship 
focuses  on  developing  and  affirming  the 
leadership  skills  of  the  Fellows  in  a  theo¬ 
logically  enhanced,  professionally 
informed,  vocationally  affirming  and  per¬ 
sonally  gratifying  environment. 

The  length  of  the  program  is  10  months. 


2008. 

A  $7,000  stipend/fellowship  will  be  paid 
for  the  ten-month  period. 

Academic  credit  for  the  program  is  a 
total  of  seven  hours. 

Eligible  applicants  are:  (1)  full  time 
women  seminarians  with  a  3.0  GPA  and 

(2)  women  with  seven  years  or  less 
experience  in  pastoral  ministry  who  pos¬ 
sess  an  undergraduate  degree. 

An  application  for  2007-2008  Black 
Women  in  Ministerial  Leadership  Fellows 
(BWMLF)  is  available  by  emailing 
AlumniNews@itc.edu  or  by  writing:  ITC, 
700  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  Dr,  Atlanta, 

GA,  303 1 4,  Office  of  Black  Women  in 
Church  and  Society. 

The  deadline  for  receipt  of  completed 
applications  is  Monday,  April  2,  2007  at  3 
p.m. 

Further  inquiries  may  be  directed  to 
BWCS  Office  Manager  Melanie  Lucear  or 
Itiharia  Toure  at  (404)  527-5710  or 
bwcs@itc.edu,  and  BWML  Administrator 
Dr.  Amy  Hartsfield  at  (404)  527-5714  or 
ahartsfield@itc.edu. 


SCJ  Spirit  of  Youth  Ministry  training  at  Mount  Sequoyah 


Get  the  tools  you  need  for  youth  min¬ 
istry  at  the  South  Central  Jurisdictional 
training  event  for  youth  ministry  leaders 
April  24-26  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  &  Retreat  Center  in 
Fayetteville,  Ark. 

This  youth  ministry  training  will  focus 
on  how  congregations  establish  a  safe  envi¬ 
ronment  for  youth  workers,  youth  and 
young  adults.  All  youth  ministers,  directors, 
pastors  and  everyone  who  is  concerned 
about  the  youth  in  their  conference  are 
invited  to  attend. 

The  featured  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Dr. 
Karen  A  McClintock.  Rev.  McClintock 
received  the  M.Div.  from  Pacific  School  of 
Religion  in  1978  and  was  ordained  in  the 
Califomia/Nevada  Annual  Conference  of 

Registration  for  online 

Registration  has  begun  for  the  next 
session  of  UM101  beginning  Feb.  21. 
UM101  is  an  online  (Internet)  interac¬ 
tive,  multi-media  course  about  the 
basics  of  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
Registration  is  $12.  Participants  can 
access  the  class  any  time  between 


the  United  Methodist  Church.  She  received 
a  Ph.D.  in  Clinical  Psychology  from  The 
Union  Institute  in  January  2001.  She  is  an 
Oregon  licensed  clinical  psychologist  and 
has  provided  consultations  with  congrega¬ 
tions,  schools  and  non-profit  organizations 
for  the  past  six  years.. 

To  download  copies  of  the  registration 
form  or  to  register  online  visit: 
www.okumc.org/youth/home.htm.  For 
additional  information  contact  event  coor¬ 
dinators  Rod  Hocott,  Arkansas  Conference 
Director  of  Youth  Ministries,  (877)  646- 
1816,  rhocott@arumc.org  or  Rev.  Diana 
Northcutt,  Oklahoma  Conference  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries,  (800)  231-4166,  Ext 
2144,  dnorthcutt@okumc.org. 

UM  101  course  open 

February  21  and  March  28.  It’s  never 
too  late  to  register  or  start  the  class.  For 
more  information  and  to  register,  please 
go  to  http://training.umcom.org. 

UM101  is  offered  by  United  Methodist 
Communications. 


8 


Louisiana  Conference NfJWl 


MARCH  9,2007 


United  Methodists  host  Nothing  But  Nets  partners  in  Angola 


BY  JOHN  GORDON 

LUANDA,  Angola  (UMNS)- While  vis¬ 
iting  hospitals  and  clinics  filled  with  moth¬ 
ers  cradling  sick  and  dying  children,  pro¬ 
fessional  basketball  star  Ruth  Riley  saw 
‘\vhat  the  face  of  malaria  looks  like.” 

Touring  the  African  nation  on  a  malaria 
observation  trip  hosted  by  the  people  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  the  WNBA 
star  urged  people  everywhere  to  support 
Nothing  But  Nets,  a  global  campaign 
working  to  provide  insecticide-treated  bed 
nets  to  protect  families  against  disease-car¬ 
rying  mosquitoes. 

The  nets  cost  $10  each,  and  100  percent 
of  each  gift  goes  to  the  cost  of  buying  and 
distributing  them  to  families  in  underdevel¬ 
oped  nations  such  as  Angola,  where  mos¬ 
quitoes  typically  transmit  malaria  at  night 
while  people  sleep.  Health  officials  say  the 
nets  can  reduce  transmission  by  as  much  as 
90  percent. 

“I  can  tell  you  that  the  need  is  so  great, 
and  the  contribution  is  so  small,”  Riley  said 
in  an  interview  with  United  Methodist 
News  Service.  Riley  led  Notre  Dame  and 
the  Detroit  Shock  to  collegiate  and  WNBA 
championship  in  2001  and  2003  respective¬ 
ly,  taking  Most  Valuable  Player  honors  in 
both  tournaments. 

The  6-foot-5  center  joined  former  NBA 
star  Sam  Perkins,  NBA  executive  Brooks 
Meek,  Elizabeth  McKee  of  the  United 
Nations  Foundation  and  representatives  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Jan. 
27-31  tour. 

The  church,  the  U.N.  Foundation  and 
NBA  Cares  are  among  the  partners  in 
Nothing  But  Nets,  which  is  taking  aim  at 
one  of  Africa's  biggest  killers  of  children. 
While  malaria  can  be  prevented,  it  kills 
about  1  million  people  a  year.  75  percent  of 
whom  are  children. 

Since  its  launch  in  2006,  the  campaign 
has  raised  more  than  S4  million  to  buy  and 
distribute  more  than  400.000  nets  to  fami¬ 
lies  in  Africa.  Nets  have  gone  to  Nigeria  so 
far,  and  Angola  is  among  2 1  other  African 
nations  in  need. 

"The  United  Methodist  Church,  as  a 
partner  to  Nothing  But  Nets,  is  very  impor¬ 
tant,”  Riley  told  UMNS.  She  cited  "the 
community-based  organizations  they  have 
here  . . .  and  the  relationship  they  have  with 
their  people." 

“In  the  hospital  we  visited  this  morning, 
they  said  that  they  lose  four  to  five  children 
a  day  from  malaria.”  Riley  said. 

McKee,  who  is  director  of  marketing  for 
the  U.N.  Foundation,  said  the  trip  allowed 
the  group  to  see  the  “horrible  effects”  of 
malaria  up  close.  “We  saw  anemia,  cerebral 
malaria,  babies  with  low  immune  systems 
who  subsequently  got  HIV,  mothers  and 
fathers  who  are  ill,  and  children  who  were 
orphaned  when  their  parents  died  from 
malaria,”  she  said. 

The  delegation  met  with  health  officials 
in  Angola  as  well  as  officials  at  the  U.S. 
embassy  to  learn  about  health-care  chal¬ 
lenges  in  the  country. 

Poverty  and  illiteracy  are  among  the 
root  problems,  and  malaria  worsens  them 
by  overloading  the  health-care  system  and 
causing  children  to  miss  an  average  of  25 
days  of  school  a  year.  Angola  has  the  sec¬ 


ond  highest  infant  and  maternal  mortality 
rates  in  the  world.  Only  30  percent  of  the 
population  has  access  to  potable  water  and 
60  percent  of  sanitary  systems  have  been 
destroyed. 

“Most  of  them,  they  live  with  at  least 
two  U.S.  dollars  a  day,”  said  United 
Methodist  Bishop  Gaspar  Joao  Domingos 
of  the  West  Angola  Conference.  “Most  of 
them,  they  don’t  care  about  how  to  protect 
against  malaria  because  they  want  to  eat.” 

Domingos  said  malaria  is  such  a  health 
problem  that  many  Angolans  contract  it  six 
or  seven  times  a  year.  The  bed  nets  are  a 
simple  and  cost-effective  solution. 

“On  this  trip,  we  learned  the  true  impor¬ 
tance  of  long-lasting,  insecticide-treated 
nets,”  said  McKee.  “People  are  using  the 
nets  and  stopping  the  mosquitoes  that 
spread  malaria.  The  real  challenge  is  meet¬ 
ing  the  tremendous  need  for  nets  through¬ 
out  Africa.” 

To  send  a  net  and  save  a  life,  visit 
Nothing  But  Nets  at 
www.NothingButNets.net  or  go  to  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  site, 
www.umc.org.  United  Methodists  also  can 
give  through  their  churches  by  designating 
their  gift  for  Advance  #982015 


A  Nothing  But  Nets  team  visits  a  mother  whose  child  is  being  treated  for  malaria  at  the 
Dr.  David  Bernardino  pediatric  hospital  in  Luanda,  Angola.  From  left  are  former  NBA 
star  Sam  Perkins,  WNBA  star  Ruth  Riley,  Bishop  Gaspar  Joao  Domingos  of  the  West 
Angola  Annual  Conference  and  Dr.Magrida  Correa  of  the  hospital  staff. The  East  Angola 
annual  conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  organized  visits  to  Angolan  hospi¬ 
tals  and  clinics  for  the  United  Nations  Foundation  and  NBA  Cares,  partner  organizations 
in  the  campaign  to  eradicate  malaria  by  distributing  mosquito  nets  in  Africa.  A  UMNS 
photo  by  John  Gordon 


With  a  charitable  gift  annuity  through  your 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  you  will: 

■  Lock  in  a  fixed  income  for  life 

■  Receive  a  current  income  tax  deduction 

■  Provide  for  the  future  of  your  faith 

■  Leave  a  legacy  for  future  generations 

Contact  us  for  a  free,  personalized  illustration 
showing  how  a  charitable  gift  annuity  can  work  for  you. 


Single  Life* 

Charitable  Gift 

Annuity  Rates 

Age 

Rate 

55 

5.5% 

60 

5.7 

65 

6.0 

70 

6.5 

75 

7.1 

80 

8.0 

85 

9.5 

90+ 

11.3 

Two-iife  rates  are  lower! 
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Youth  Events  2007 


Editor’s  Note:  We  hope  you  enjoy  this  Special  Issue  of  Louisiana  Now!  devoted  to  the 
many  exciting  activities  and  programs  available  to  Conference  youth.  Above  are  a  few 
snapshots  of  recent  senior  and  junior  high  retreats  held  at  the  The  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth.  Please  turn  to  page  three  for  more  detailed  information  on  youth 
events  in  the  year  ahead.  Find  applications  for  special  events  and  valuable  informa¬ 
tion  on  resources  that  benefit  youth,  workers  with  youth  and  young  adults. 


Hilbun  tapped  to  lead  Lake  Charles  District 


On  the  Journey  /2 


Youth  Insert/ 3  - 10 


Munholland  UMC  /  1 1 


Art  Work  / 1 2 


Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun, 
senior  pastor  of  First 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Slidell,  will 
become  the  new  Lake 
Charles  District 
Superintendent  in  June 
of 2007. 

Hilbun  has  also 
served  as  associate  pas¬ 
tor  for  Asbury  UMC  in 
Bossier  City,  Interfaith  Director  for  First 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  work  camp  director 
for  Christ  UMC  in  Shreveport,  and  associ¬ 


ate  pastor  at  Bartlett  UMC  in  Memphis, 
Term.  Hilbun  is  the  founding  pastor  for 
First  UMC,  Slidell. 

Eleeva  Hilbun  is  Jerry’s  wife  of  35 
years.  They  have  a  son,  Chris,  and  a  daugh¬ 
ter,  Lyndee,  who  is  married  to  Christopher. 
The  couple  are  the  parents  of  Jerry  and 
Eleeva’s  2-year-old  grandchild,  Rachyl. 

Jerry  wrote,  “I  am  both  surprised  and 
energized  by  the  appointment  to  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  Eleeva  and  I  are  excited 
about  getting  to  know  a  new  part  of  the 
state  and  the  pastors,  families,  churches  and 
laity  in  the  district.  I  see  this  as  a  servant 


role  and  hope  to  keep  that  focus.  I  feel 
strongly  that  what  we  as  United  Methodist 
Christians  have  to  offer  our  communities 
and  world  is  crucial  in  these  days.  All  of 
our  tasks  are  important  as  we  live  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  Christ.” 

Jerry  received  a  Bachelor’s  Degree  from 
Lambuth  University  in  Jackson,  Term.,  and 
a  Masters  of  Divinity  from  Candler  School 
of  Theology,  Emory  University. 

He  enjoys  several  hobbies,  including 
photography,  golf,  hiking,  camping  and 
woodworking. 


Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"Youth  Isn't  Wasted  on  the  Young" 


Someone  once  said  something  like, 
“Youth  is  a  beautiful  thing.  It’s  too  bad  it 
is  wasted  on  the  young.”  I’ve  contem¬ 
plated  that  a  bit  over  the  past  few  days. 
When  Betty  Backstrom,  the  editor  of 
Louisiana  NOW!  told  me  this  edition 
was  on  youth,  that  was  the  first  thing  that 
popped  into  my  mind. 

There  are  some  things  about  youth  I 
would  love  to  recapture!  I  long  for  the 
physical  energy  I  had  as  a  young  person. 

I  was  blessed  with  an  abundance  of  fuel 
to  power  a  body  machine  that  could  go 
like  the  Energizer  Bunny.  I  foolishly 
prided  myself  in  the  fact  that  I  could 
keep  up  with  anyone  and  could  outdis¬ 
tance  most.  But  something  has  happened 
to  me  in  these  later  years.  For  some  rea¬ 
son  (I’m  sure  it  isn’t  age!)  I  don’t  seem 
to  have  the  stamina  I  once  had. 

Although.  I  must  admit,  I  work  as  long 
and  hard  as  I  ever  did.  I’m  just  more 
tired  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

I  also  long  for  the  assurance  I  had 
about  my  knowledge  of  life  when  I  was  a 
youth.  Like  so  many  others,  there  wasn’t 
anything  I  wouldn’t  tackle  or  much  of 
anything  for  which  I  didn’t  have  what  I 
considered  to  be  a  pretty  good  answer. 
The  world  was  just  out  there  waiting  for 
me  to  come  and  conquer  it,  reform  it, 
soften  it  and  make  it  just.  I  still  yearn  to 
accomplish  those  things,  but  I  am  less 
confident  about  my  ability  to  do  that 
now.  I  have  come  to  the  realization  that 
so  many  things  are  totally  beyond  my 
control.  The  human  condition  is  more 
familiar  to  me  now  and  I  realize  that  my 
ideals  are  not  common  to  everyone!  It 
has  been  a  learning  curve  to  learn  that 
not  everyone  wants  to  conquer  the  world, 
or  reform  it,  or  soften  it,  or  even  make  it 
just! 

There  was  also  a  sense  of  time  as  a 
youth  that  isn’t  my  sense  now.  For  all 
practical  purposes  I  didn’t  think  in  terms 
of  mortality.  I  didn’t  even  think  in  terms 
of  restrictive  time.  It  seemed  that  eterni¬ 
ty  was  before  me  and  I  could  count  on 
there  being  plenty  more  chances  to  do 
anything  I  wanted  to  do.  Time  “like  an 
ever-rolling  stream”  wasn’t  bearing  all  its 
children  away.  It  was  just  out  there.  But 
that  isn’t  the  case  now.  I  see  time  as 
more  of  a  threat  than  ever  before. 
Realization  that  more  of  one’s  life  has 
been  completed  than  remains  to  complete 
is  somewhat  sobering. 

However,  when  all  is  considered, 
there  is  so  much  more  about  youth  for 
which  I  do  not  long.  I’m  glad  I  don’t 
have  to  take  the  LEAP  test!  I’m  glad  I 
don’t  have  to  meet  the  parents  of  the  girl 
I  am  taking  to  the  Prom  and  worry  about 
whether  I  will  be  acceptable.  I’m  glad  I 
don’t  have  to  face  the  choice  of  my  life¬ 
time  vocation.  I’m  glad  I  don’t  have  to 
put  Merle  Norman  “Miracol”  on  my  face 
most  nights  in  order  to  clear  up  the  acne. 


It’s  really  great  that  I 
don’t  have  to  be 
rejected  by  a  frater¬ 
nity,  or  chosen  last 
in  the  pick-up  bas¬ 
ketball  game.  I 
don’t  even  have  to 
worry  about  not 
winning  the  Student 
Council  election,  or 
Hutchinson  being  turned  down 

by  someone  I  have 
finally  gotten  up  the  courage  to  ask  out 
on  a  date.  There  is  so  much  I  wouldn’t 
turn  back  the  clock  to  do! 

I  had  a  wonderful  life  as  a  youth!  But 
I  don’t  want  to  relive  it.  I  really  like  the 
place  to  which  I  have  come.  I  like  being 
a  little  more  wise  to  the  ways  of  the 
world.  I  like  being  a  little  more  comfort¬ 
able  with  who  I  am.  I  like  being  securely 
in  a  life-long  relationship  with  the 
woman  I  love.  I  like  having  two  won¬ 
derful  sons  and  their  family  who  are 
great  friends  of  mine  -  not  just  my  chil¬ 
dren!  I  like  knowing  that  there  have 
been  some  wonderful  accomplishments 
in  my  ministry,  even  though  I  didn’t  do 
all  I  wanted  to  do.  And  I  like  being  com¬ 
fortable  with  the  thought  of  mortality. 

But  you  know  what  I  cherish  the 
most!  I  cherish  my  65  years  of  walking 
in  faith  with  my  Creator  and  with  my 
Lord.  I  didn’t  know  as  a  youth  what  I 
know  now  about  the  depth  and  majesty 
of  a  relationship  with  God,  Jesus  and  the 
Holy  Spirit.  And  I  wouldn’t  trade  it  for 
“the  world.” 

Read  these  wonderful  pages  of  youth 
activity  with  great  joy!  There’s  nothing 
like  it!  I  am  thrilled  to  be  part  of  all 
youth  events  I  can  attend.  It’s  a  blessing 
to  see  and  experience  those  who  are  at 
the  beginning  of  a  wonderful  life. 

Youth  isn’t  wasted  on  the  young.  It 
belongs  to  the  young!  I’m  so  thankful  I 
was  immersed  in  its  formative  and 
blessed  waters,  and  I’m  thankful  I’ve 
passed  through  its  golden  gates  and  now 
have  arrived  at  a  new  point  of  joy.  It’s 
all  in  the  journey.  Join  me  in  praying  for 
and  supporting  all  we  can  for  our  youth. 
Theirs  is  a  true  wonderland  of  opportuni¬ 
ty  and  hope  and  optimism!  But  celebrate 
your  life,  wherever  you  are  on  the  con¬ 
tinuum,  knowing  that  where  you  are  is 
where  you  should  be  and  longing  for 
another  time  and  place  is  a  futile  activity 
and  very  unproductive! 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bill  Hutchinson 


am 


Bishop  William  W. 


A  group  of  United  Methodists  from  throughout  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  met 
March  8-9  at  The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth  for  an  Emergency  Preparedness  Mini- 
Academy,  conducted  by  representatives  from  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief. 
The  academy  begins  the  process  of  planning  and  holding  similar  trainings  throughout 
the  annual  conference  designed  to  equip  local  churches  in  the  event  of  emergency. 

Petitions  for  Annual  and  General  Conferences 


BY  REV.  DON  COTTRILL,  PROVOST 

Any  member  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  or  any  organization  in  the  Church 
is  eligible  to  petition  the  Annual 
Conference  and  the  General  Conference. 
Since  the  General  Conference  meets  begin¬ 
ning  at  the  end  of  April  and  into  May  of 
2008,  this  Conference  session  is  the  last 
time  the  Louisiana  Annaul  Conference  as  a 
body  will  have  time  to  offer  petitions  for 
the  2008  General  Conference. 

The  “Instructions  for  Petitions  to  the 
2008  General  Conference:  The  United 
Methodist  Church”  can  be  accessed  by 
visiting  the  Louisiana  Conference  web¬ 
site  at  www.la-umc.org 

Those  who  wish  may  send  petitions  to 
present  to  either  the  Louisiana  Conference 
only,  or  to  the  2008  General  Conference 
from  the  Louisiana  Conference  to  the 
chairperson  of  the  Committee  on  Petitions, 
Rev.  John  Deschner,  North  Highlands 
United  Methodist  Church,  913  Candler, 
Shreveport,  LA  71 107  by  no  later  than 
May  26,  2007.  Petitions  directly  to  the 


General  Conference  may  be  sent  to  the 
Petitions  Secretary  (listed  in  the  informa¬ 
tion  found  on  the  website  for  General 
Conference  Petitions)  between  May  1 , 

2007  and  Oct.  26,  2007. 

Conference  Rules 
Article  I:  General  Rules  for  the 
Conference 

G.  Committee  on  Petitions 
Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an  individ¬ 
ual  member  or  a  duly  elected  body  of  the 
local  church  or  a  district,  shall  first  be  pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Committee  on  Petitions,  no 
later  than  seven  (7)  days  prior  to  the  open¬ 
ing  session  of  the  Annual  Conference.  The 
committee  shall  meet  to  review  all  petitions 
to  it  and  assign  them  to  the  proper  body  for 
consideration  by  such  body  when  it  meets 
on  the  opening  day  of  the  Annual 
Conference.  Each  body  to  which  a  petition 
is  thus  assigned  shall  make  recommenda¬ 
tion  for  concurrence  or  non-concurrence 
therewith  when  it  makes  its  report  to  the 
Conference. 


Louisiana  Conference  NGW! 

William  W.  Hutchinson  Resident  Bishop 

Don  Cottrill  Provost 

Betty  Backstrom  Editor 

Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $1 5  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 
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Special  Youth  Section  Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


From  the  Director 
of  Youth  Ministries 

A  wise  per¬ 
son  once  said... 

“Hunhhh?!” 

Now  some  of 
you  might  be 
wondering  just 
how  wise  could 
this  person  have 
truly  been,  but 
consider  this. 

Who  are  the 
people  that  know  DolP*1 
the  most  stuff?  Easy-  the  people  who 
ask  the  most  questions.  In  the  next 
few  pages  of  this  special  edition  of  the 
Louisiana  Now!  you  will  find  the 
answers  to  many  questions,  as  well  as 
exciting  opportunities  to  ask  even 
more.  In  fact,  you’ll  want  to  save  this 
issue  because  it  contains  registration 
forms,  helpful  information  and  great 
resources  that  will  serve  your  youth 
ministry  for  the  next  12  months.  I 
hope  you  can’t  wait  to  turn  the  pages 
to  see  all  the  great  opportunities  for 
youth  and  youth  workers  in  our 
Conference.  Go  ahead  and  decide 
now  where  you’ll  put  this  edition  so 
you’ll  remember  where  it  is  all  year 
long. 

Try  as  many  of  these  opportunities 
as  you  can.  I  think  you’ll  find  they 
will  help  you  to  become  wise,  discov¬ 
er  gifts  you  never  knew  you  had  and 
experience  God’s  love  in  great  and 
life  giving  ways.  Please  call  on  me  if 
there  is  any  way  I  can  be  in  ministry 
with  you. 

Grace  &  Peace! 

Tom  Dolph 

Conference  Director  of  Youth 
Ministries 

PS.  If  you’re  not  a  regular  sub¬ 
scriber  to  the  Louisiana  Now!  but 
would  like  to  be,  call  Betty  Backstrom 
@  888-239-5286. 


MARK  YOUR  CAiENDAR 


2007 

2008 

2009 

Discemers  Academy  © 

January  4-6 

March  13-15 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry  © 

January  7-10 

January  5-8 

(Adult  workers  with  youth)  -  Dallas,  Texas 

Happening  (10th- 12th  grades  &  adults) 

January  18-20 

January  16-18 

CCYM  Meeting 

January  25-26 

January  23-24 

Sr.  High  Retreat  (9th-  12th  grades  &  adults) 

#1 

February  8-10 

Feb  27  —  Mar  1 

#2 

February  15-17 

March  6-8 

Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

March  24 

March  8 

March  28 

YSF  Sunday 

May  6 

May  4 

May  2 

DCYM  Training  (District  Teams) 

June  1-2 

June  6-7 

June  5-6 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference 

June  3-6 

June  8-11 

June  7-10 

JYMO 

At  Youth  ‘07 

July  7-11 

July  6-10 

Youth  ‘07 

July  11-15 

Happening  (10th- 12th  grades  &  adults) 

July  6-8 

July  18-20 

July  10-12 

LYMO  (CCYM  Members) 

July  23-25 

July  21-23 

July  20-22 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  -  Gonzales 

July  26-29 

July  24-27 

July  30-Aug  2 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  —  Ruston 

July  26-29 

July  24-27 

July  30-Aug  2 

Weekend  of  the  Cross  -  Shreveport 

July  26-29 

July  24-27 

July  30-Aug  2 

Adult  Youth  Workers  Training  © 

August  24-25 

August  22-23 

Fall  Convocation  (Youth  &  Adults) 

September  29 

September  6 

September  12 

Discerning  the  Call 

October  12-13 

February  22-24 

October  23-24 

JR.  High  Retreat  (7th  &  8th  grades  &  adults) 

#1 

November  2-4 

November  7-9 

November  6-8 

#2 

November  9-11 

November  14-16 

November  13-15 

W.  T.  Handy  Convocation 

November  16-17 

November  14-15 

November  20-21 

©  =  Activities  for  Adult  Workers  With  Youth 


CHRISTIAN  OON/nVILJTNriTY  EXPERIENCE 

JUNE  1  8™  —  23rd 
CANEY  CONFERENCE  CENTER 

For  students  completing  9th  through  12th  grades 
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Special  Youth  Section  Louisiana  Conference  NOW! 


MARCH  23,2007 


September  29th,  2007 


Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 


REGISTRATION  DEADLINE  IS  SEPTEMBER  21,  2007 


Return  to  your  Youth  Director  or  Coordinator  for  mailing  to  the  Conference  Office. 

If  paying  by  personal  check  or  credit  card,  Please  fill  In: 

Check  Amount _ 


Please  make  checks 
payable  to  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 


Check  # 


0  Please  check  here  if  your  church  is  paying  for  you. 

Q  Visa  0  MasterCard  # 


Credit  Card  Amount 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name _ 

Church  _ 

Phone  ( 
T-Shirt  Size 


Name  on  Card 


Expir  atfon  Date 


District 


E-Mail 


Name  of  Adult  Attending  with  You 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to 
obtain  competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed  _ Phone  (  ) _  Date _ - _ -07 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 

Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc.  0  Check  here  If  additional  Info  it  attached 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor 
coansamae/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firearms,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 
ilfoe  idesmaciaon  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property. 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  wi th  the 
pmnpose  of  tins  event-  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  explicit  material. )  I  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
inrkd  -jaiHl  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Wesley  Center  will  be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this  event. 
I  agree  to  foyo«  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  aid  at  no  time  will  1  leave  the  event  site.  1  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed  (  including 
f-amiiK  aod  reilafiaves)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms  designated  for  the 
opposase  gender  whether  youth  or  adult. 

If  I  ibomld  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant,  I  realize  that  I  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
fom  cveaaL  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
rtftw*  regisnnaraoiD  form.  I  arm  indiraimg  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 
leadi mg  a©  amy  sparinnnal  gjowth  and  enjoymeot- 

AdoAt  omsdon  have  the  primly  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  She  youth. 
AyiwrniMtf:  The  following  signatures  and  jurat*-  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
ifoPGidhnre.  arrtd  that  this  “Registration  Form”  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 


Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


FOR  CHURCH  USE  ONLY 

Attention  Youth  Director  or  Adult  Chaperone.  Please  collect  Registration  Forms  and  Fe  es  for  ALL  PARTICIPANTS 
attending  from  your  church  and  send  them  together  with  your  form  containing  the  following  information  : 

_  Hew  many  Youth _  Adults  _ 

T  Till  ~  T- -*-•  -  Bam  Hoy?  _ Small  _ Medium  _ Large  _ XLarge  _ XX-Larye  _ XXX-Large 


UMC 


527 

OR  GO  TO 


(District)  Pastor  or  Youth  DirectorAToordmator  Signature  a 

M.  Baton  Bong*.  LA  75852  Call  (225)  345-1645  Fa  (225)  383-3144 

Ja-nmcorg/youthJitm  TO  REGISTER  ONLINE 


Opportunities 
for  adults 

Do  you  find  yourself  saying  “But  what 
about  me?”  Then  check  out  these  opportu¬ 
nities  for  those  adults  who  work  with 
youth  in  your  local  church. 

Elsewhere  in  this  edition  of  the 
Louisiana  Now!  you  will  find  information 
on  consultive  opportunities  offered  by  the 
Conference  Office  of  Youth  Ministries.  We 
also  encourage  you  to  take  advantage  of 
these  training  experiences: 

Youth  Sexuality  Seminars  Certification 

August  24  and  25,  we  will  offer  the  first 
part  of  a  three-step  process  to  become  cer¬ 
tified  to  present  sexuality  seminars  to 
youth  groups  around  our  Conference.  To 
find  out  more  about  these  seminars  check 
out  http://www.la-umc.org/youth/docu- 
ments/ythsexsemnr.doc.  Continue  to  watch 
the  Louisiana  Now!  and  our  website  for 
registration  information. 

Youth  Specialties/National  Youth 
Worker’s  Convention 

Before  you  register  for  one  of  these 
great  training  events,  check  with  our  office 
to  get  a  discount  code  that  will  get  you  the 
best  rate  possible.  (Even  better  than  the 
Alumni  rate!)  For  information  about  the 
vents  themselves  check  out 
http://www.youthspecialties.eom/NYWC/2 
007/ 

Perkins  School  of  Youth  Ministry 

This  annual  youth  workers  event  offers 
excellent  training  close  to  home.  Held  in 
January  each  year,  this  event  is  sponsored 
by  the  Perkins  School  of  Theology.  The 
Conference  Office  of  Youth  Ministries 
offers  a  significant  scholarship  for  this 
training.  Continue  to  watch  the  NOW  and 
our  website  for  more  information. 

Learning  from  a  Master 

March  14-15,  2008  we  will  gather  at 
Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston  to  worship,  fellow¬ 
ship  and  learn  from  one  of  youth  ministry’s 
finest,  Duffy  Robbins.  Put  it  on  your  calen¬ 
dars  now,  you  won’t  want  miss  this.  And 
of  course,  continue  to  watch  the  Louisiana 
Now!  and  our  website  for  registration 
information. 

Finally,  you  are  highly  encouraged  to 
take  advantage  of  online  opportunities  to 
connect  with  excellent  resources  and  others 
in  the  trenches  just  like  you.  Check  out  the 
reources  and  message  board  links  on  our 
web  page  www.la-umc.org/youth  as  well 
as  a  couple  of  great  national  sites: 
http://www.gbod.org/youngpeople/  and 
http://www.youthworkermovement.org/ 
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Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 


What  Is  DCYM  Training? 

A  training  event  for  members  of  the 
District  Councils  on  Youth  Ministry. 


Registration  form  and  fee  of  $45.00  must  be  received  by  May  25,  2007. 

Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below  and  mail  with  registration  and 
$45.00  fee  for  each  youth  and  adult  attending.  Space  may  fill  before  the  due  date,  so  register  early!  Registrations/Changes 
after  May  25th  will  be  accepted  only  on  a  space  available  basis,  and  will  be  assessed  a  $20.00  late  fee. 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Call  (225)  346-1646  Fax  (225)  383-3144 


Go  to:  www. la- umc.org/vouth 

For  Additional  Forms/Info  or  to  Register  Online. 


Check  Amount:  $ _ 

Credit  Card  Amount  $ . 


Check  #: 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Name 


□  Visa  □  MasterCard  # 

Name  on  Card _ 


Expiration  Date 


Address 
City  _ 


□  Youth  □Adult  □Male  □Female 

_ Grade-Fall  2007  _ 

State  _  Zip  _ 


Phone  (  ) 


Email: 


(Church  Name) 


(District) 


In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required,  I  authorize  Louisiana  CCYM  event  staff/emergency  physicians/  EMS  to 
provide  necessary  medical  treatment  for  my  child  or  myself.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immediately  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

Signed  _ Phone  (  ) _  Date _ - _ -07 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications,  etc. 


Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sign  the  CCYM  Covenant: 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior  for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council  on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  1  will  not  bring  nor 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firearms,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property. 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players,  etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
purpose  of  this  event,  (i.e.  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexually  explicit  material.)  1  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Wesley  Center  will  be  providing  my  meals.  1  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this  event. 
I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  1  leave  the  event  site.  1  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed  (including 
family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  approval  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms  designated  for  the 
opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult. 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant,  I  realize  that  I  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director's  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
from  event,  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
this  registration  form,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment. 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 

Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  parent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
brochure,  and  that  this  “Registration  Form"  and  all  event  information  has  been  read  and  understood. 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 


Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date 


Weekend  of  the 
Cross,  Ruston 

Christians  Reaching  Out  in  the  Savior’s 
Service 

What  is  it?  W.O.C.  is  a  Christ-driven 
mission  opportunity  offered  each  year  by 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ruston,  La.,  to  youth  (completed  grades  7- 
12)  who  feel  a  calling  to  serve  Christ.  The 
goal  of  W.O.C.is  to  spread  the  love  and 
grace  of  Jesus  Christ  to  those  who  are  in 
need  of  help.  W.O.C.  uses  repair  and  main¬ 
tenance  opportunities  as  a  doorway  to 
share  the  Good  News  of  the  gospel.  While 
at  the  four-day  event,  youth  and  adults 
experience  unconditional  giving  like  that 
of  a  servant.  They  will  also  experience 
dynamic  Bible  study,  evening  worship  and 
planned  evening  activities  to  encourage 
fellowship! 

Where  is  it?  W.O.C.  is  held  in  Ruston, 
La.,  and  is  sponsored  by  Trinity  United 
Methodist  Church.  Youth  and  adults  wor¬ 
ship  and  gather  together  at  Trinity,  and 
rooms  and  meals  are  provided  at  Louisiana 
Tech  University.  Both  are  located  off  1-20 
at  Exit  84. 

What  is  the  cost?  The  cost  for  the 
weekend  is  $125  per  person  (this  includes 
youth  and  adults).  This  cost  covers  room 
and  meals,  materials  for  the  projects, sup¬ 
plemental  insurance,  and  worship  facilita¬ 
tors.  A  limited  number  ofscholarships  will 
be  available  for  those  who  register  early. 

How  do  1  register?  Call  Brian  Mercer  or 
Jennifer  Martin  at  (3 1 8)  251-0758.  (Note: 
One  adult  must  accompany  every  six 
youth).  A  non-refundable  $50  deposit  is 
required  for  each  person  upon  registration. 
After  registration  and  deposit  is  received,  a 
packet  of  information  will  be  sent  to  you 
that  will  include  important  information  and 
release  forms.  The  deadline  to  register  is 
May  15,  2007.  Space  is  limited,  so  register 
early! 


Did  you  know 
that  we  can 
help. . . 

*  Your  ministry  with  ideas,  resources, 
meetings  and  form?  Tom  is  available  to 
work  one  on  one  with  your  church's 
youth  ministry  to  strengthen  what 
you're  already  doing,  train  your  leader¬ 
ship  and/or  revitalize  your  weary 
bones.  Call  on  him! 

*  Your  youth  discover  a  God-shaped 
perspective  on  sexuality?  We  have  per¬ 
sons  trained  and  ready  to  come  to 
your  church  to  present  seminars  to 
your  Jr  or  Sr  high  Youth. 

*  Your  youth  who  are  feeling  that 
nudge  into  ministry.  Contact  us  for 
information  on  Discerning  the  Call 
events.The  Discerner's  Academy  and 
Exploration  06. 

For  more  information  call  Tom  (225) 
346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286)  or  visit 
online  @  www.la-umc.org/youth 


Pastor  or  Youth  Director/Coordinator  Signature  and  Date 
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Held  at  the  Wesley  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 

Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 

Matthew  14:27 

But  Jesus  immediately  said  to  them: 

"Take  courage!  It  is  I.  Don't  be  afraid." 

EVENT  FEE:  $  75.00  Per  Person 
#1  November  2nd  -  4th,  2007 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  November  2nd,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  November  4*,  at  1 1:30  a.m. 

or 

#2  November  9th  -11th,  2007 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  November  9th,  at  8  p.m.  -  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  November  11th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  -  October  26th,  2007. 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  mav  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 

and  will  be  assessed  a  $25.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  7  -  8  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one  adult 
counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 

What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Wesley  Center.) 


To  avoid  a  $  25.00  late  fee  -  Registratio 
October  26th,  2007  for  Jr.  High 

Please  Note:  Space 
Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conh 
mail  with  registration  form  for  each  person  after 


Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Choose  c 
Attn:  Youth  Director 
527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

Call  (225)  346-1646  Fax  (225)  383-3144 


PLEASE  PRINT 


Q  Visa 


Q  MasterCard  # 


Credit  Card  Amount  $ _  Name  on  Card 


Name 

Address  _ 

City  _ 

Phone  (  ) _  E-mail  _ 

(Church  Name) 

In  the  event  of  an  emergency  where  medical  treatment  is  required, 
competent  medical  services.  Please  attempt  to  notify  me  immedia 
Signed  _ P 

(Parent  or  legal  Guardian) 

Insurance  Policy  Number  and  Company  _ 


Medical  Comments,  Allergies,  Current  Medications 


Each  person  attending  must  read  and  sian  the  CCYM  Co 

Our  Covenant  of  Behavior 

I  agree  as  a  participant  in  a  Louisiana  Conference  Council 
consume/discharge  alcohol,  tobacco,  illegal  drugs,  fireworks,  or  firean 
the  destruction  or  abuse  of  any  person  or  property. 

Electronic  devices  such  as  games,  phones  CD/MP3  players, 
purpose  of  this  event,  (i.e.  no  profane,  violent,  drug  related  or  sexuall) 
and  will  be  responsible  for  any  loss  or  damage.  The  Wesley  Center  will 
I  agree  to  follow  the  daily  schedule  at  all  times,  and  at  no  time  will  I  lea 
family  and  relatives)  while  this  event  is  in  progress  without  prior  appro 
opposite  gender  whether  youth  or  adult 

If  I  should  not  act  in  accordance  with  this  covenant,  I  realizi 
from  event,  suspension  from  the  next  two  Louisiana  Conference  Youth 
this  registration  form,  I  am  indicating  that  I  have  read  this  covenant  and 
leading  to  my  spiritual  growth  and  enjoyment 

Adult  counselors  have  the  primary  responsibility  for  behavior 

Agreement:  The  following  signatures  indicate  both  participant  and  par 
brochure,  and  that  this  “Registration  Form"  and  all  event  information  ha 


Participant  Signature  and  Date 

or  go  to:  www.la-umc.org/vout 


MARCH  23,2007 
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SHREVEPORT-BOSSIER 


.  youth  to  serve  Christ 

Mlss>on  Opportunity 


July  2*  29, 

ft  great  way  for 


i  Form  and  fee  of  $75.00  must  be  received  by 

and  February  1st,  2008  for  Sr.  High. 

j ay  fill  before  the  deadline 

■ence  (or  fill  out  credit  card  information  below)  and 
ling  to: 

fie:  □  #1  Jr.  High  Retreat  November  2  -  4,  2007 

□  #2  Jr.  High  Retreat  November  9-11,  2007 

□  #1  Sr.  High  Retreat  February  8-10,  2008 

□  #2  Sr.  Hiah  Retreat  Februarv  15-17.  2008 


_  Expiration  Date _ 

Check  Amount:  $ _  Check  #: _ 

□Youth  □  Adult  GMale  □Female 

_  Grade  _ 

State  _  Zip  _ 


(District) 

I  give  my  permission  to  the  event  staff  or  church  sponsor  to  obtain 
tely  concerning  any  such  emergency. 

none  (  ) _  Date _ - _ _ 


,  etc. 

□  Check  here  if  additional  info  is  attached 

venant: 

for  Louisiana  CCYM  Events 

on  Youth  Ministry  event  to  follow  certain  standards.  I  will  not  bring  nor 
ns,  nor  will  I  engage  in  inappropriate  sexual  behavior,  or  intentionally  cause 

etc.  are  to  be  used  only  during  free  time  and  in  a  manner  consistent  with  the 
i  explicit  material.)  I  am  responsible  for  the  security  of  any  personal  property 
1  be  providing  my  meals.  I  am  not  to  have  food  sent  or  delivered  to  this  event, 
ive  the  event  site.  I  understand  that  there  will  be  no  visitors  allowed  (including 
val  of  Director  and  that  there  will  be  no  visitation  in  rooms  designated  for  the 


c  that  I  may  be  disciplined  at  the  event  director’s  discretion,  up  to  expulsion 
i  events  and  the  assumption  of  legal  or  financial  liability.  By  my  signature  on 
J  accept  my  end  of  the  agreement,  with  the  expectation  of  an  event  experience 

■  of  their  group  &  agree  to  follow  the  same  covenant  of  behavior  as  the  youth. 

rent/guardian  (if  applicable)  agree  to  enter  into  the  Covenant  as  printed  in  this 
as  been  read  and  understood.  „ 

a 

9 

_ r-~- 

Parent/Guardian  Signature  (if  applicable)  and  Date  ^ 

—  ■  ■  !  I  ■  1  U 

_  .a 

h  For  Additional  Forms/Info  or  to  Register  Online.  _  S 


Held  at  the  Wesley  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spiritual  Renewal  in  Woodworth 

#1  February  8*-  10th,  2008 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  8th,  at  8  p.m.  ■■  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February! 0th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

or 

#  2  February  15th  —  17th,  2008 

Check  in  Begins  Friday,  February  15th,  at  8  p.m.  --  Retreat  Ends  Sunday,  February  17th,  at  11:30  a.m. 

Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  February  1st,  2008 
Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 

Matthew  14:27 

But  ]esus  immediately  said  to  them: 

"Take  courage!  It  is  I.  Don’t  be  afraid." 

Event  Fee:  $  75.00  per  person 


Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 


Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  mav  fill  before  the  deadline,  so  be  sure  to  register  early. 
Registrations/Changes  after  the  deadline  will  be  accepted  on  a  space  available  basis  only 

and  will  be  assessed  a  $25.00  late  fee. 

Who  is  eligible?  Any  youth  in  grades  9-12  and  Adult  Workers  with  Youth.  There  must  be  one 
adult  counselor  (21  years  of  age  or  older)  for  every  one-to-ten  youth  participants. 

What  to  bring?  Bible,  money  for  YSF,  musical  instruments,  talents,  comfortable  clothing  and  your 
personal  toiletry  items.  (Linens,  towels,  etc.  will  be  provided  by  the  Wesley  Center.) 
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Bus  Transportation 

for 


_  JO 

Pick  up  points: 

Baton  Rouge  Slidell  Lake  Charles  Lafayette 
 Shreveport  Alexandria  Monroe 


Stops  may  be  adjusted  depending  on  number  of  people  from  any  given 

location.  A  detailed  itinerary  will  be  provided  after  April  20111. 

■Cost  $100.00  per  Person 

We  will  leave  LATE  July  1 0*  and  return  LATE  July  1 5*,  early  morning  July  1 6th. 

We  will  need: 

Confirmed  number  by  March  1 6® 

$40.00  per  person  deposit  by  April  20® 

Balance  due  by  June  8*  _  ;i^_ 

You  will  be  financially  responsible  for  any  seat  cancelled  after  April  20*  if  we  can't  fill  that  spot. 

We  will  need  your  lodging  location  by  May  1 5®. 

NOTE:  The  busses  will  NOT  be  available  during  the  week. 

They  will  only  be  used  to  get  us  there  and  back. 

Contact:  Conference  Director  of  Youth  Ministry  Email:  tdotohlgibellsnmh  net 

527  North  Boulevard  Phone:  (225)346-1646 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802-5700  Fax:  (225)383-3144 


Deposits  MUST  be  received  by 

April  20th,  2007 


Check  Amount  S 


Check  #: 


Please  Print  Neatly 

Name  on  Card 

Church 


Credit  Card  Amount  S 
Q  Visa  O  MasterCard  # 


Expiration  Date 


District 


Contact  Person 
Street  Address 


Total  #  Riding 


City 

State 

Zip 

E-mail 

Phone  ( 

) 

Mail  To:  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  Attn:  Youth  Director,  527  North  Blvd.  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802-5700 

OR  SIGN  UP  ONLINE  AT  www.la-umc.org/youth/Bus07 


TTTTTTTTTTTTTT 


T 

T 

T 

T 


Gonzales  V.O.C.  2007 
July  26-29 

A  mission  opportunity  for  youth 


Weekend  of  the  Cross,  Gonzales,  is  a  great 
opportunity  for  adults  and  youth  (completed  grades 
8  6th— 12th)  to  join  together  In  a  local  ministry.  As 

Tthey  work  to  fill  a  real  repair/ maintenance  need  for 
someone  in  their  community,  participants  find 

T  themselves  blessed  by  the  experience,  which  they 
discover  Is  both  physical  and  spiritual. 

There  is  a  new  lower  cost 

TTT  this  year  for  the  weekend: 

$50.00  per  youth  and  adult 
volunteers  are  free.  For 
more  information,  contact 
FUMC  Gonzales  at 
225-647-4678  or  log  onto 

Tour  website  at 

www.FirstUHCGonzales.org.  ■ 

X  Of  the  Cross  T 

TTTTTTTTTTTTTT 


Fplpkany  Mlnlittu 

of  Jlouiiiana 


The  Ministry  of  Epiphany 

Epiphany  is  an  ecumenical  Christian  ministry  for  young  people  who  are 

m  the  custody  of  the  Department  of  Youth  Services.  The  ministry  consists  of  three-day  weekend 
courses  in  Christianity  with  follow-up  programs. 

The  Mission  of  Epiphany 

Epiphany  strives  to  manifest  God's  love  to  these  young  people  known  as  “Stars”  through  a  team  of 
adults  and  youth  from  the  Christian  Community. 

The  Model  for  Epiphany 

Epiphany  is  modeled  after  similar  weekend  ministries  such  as  Kairos  Prison  Ministry,  Kairos 
Outside,  Cursillo,  Walk  to  Emmaus,  Tres  Dias,  Chrysalis,  Vida  Nueva,  Happening  and  Cross. 

Epiphany  needs  you! 

Pray  for  the  Ministry  and  the  Stars 

Send  Expressions  of  Love  (letters  of  encouragement,  posters,  bookmarks,  etc.) 

Participate  in  the  Follow-up  Program  as  a  Mentor 

•A  Serve  on  an  Epiphany  Weekend  Team  (must  be  18  or  older  and  have  attended  a 
similar  weekend) 

Sponsor  a  Star  ($50  will  furnish  one  Star  a  Bible  plus  meals  and  expenses  for  the 
weekend) 

Make  a  Donation  of  Any  Amount 

Epiphany  Ministry  of  Louisiana 
P.O.Box  86863 

Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70879-6863 


Want  to  keep  getting  important  information 
on  Conference  Youth  events.  Fill  out  this  form 
and  mail  or  fax  it  to: 

Tom  Dolph 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
Fax:  225-383-3144 

i* 

You  can  also  fill  out  this  form  online  at:  http://www.la-umc.org/commfoirn.htm 

Name: _ 

Position: _ 

UMC: 


Mail  to: 
City: _ 


Zipcode: 


Email  to: 

Fax  to: _ 

Call: 


Other: 
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Camp 


Grace  Camp  is  a  5  day  camping  experience  designed  to  minister  to  some  victims  of  crime 
that  are  often  forgotten.  They  are  the  children  of  incarcerated  persons.  These  children 
have  special  problems  and  needs;  the  greatest  of  these  is  to  know  that  they  are  love 
GRACH  Camp  is  a  place  where  they  experience  the  love  of  God  and  God’s  people. 
During  the  week,  they  will  be  helped  to  recognize  their  self  worth,  given  opportunities  for 
spiritual  growth,  and  explore  what  it  means  to  live  as  children  of  God.  Statistics  have 
shown  that  these  children  are  very  likely  to  end  up  in  prison  themselves  if  some 
intervention  is  not  done.  GRACE  Camp  is  a  place  to  break 
the  cycle. 

r"ODS 


You  can  help!  The  children  who  attend  GRACE  Camp  do 
so  on  scholarship.  Therefore,  help  is  needed  from  churches, 
Sunday  School  classes,  men’s  &  women’s  groups, 
community  groups  and  individuals.  You  can  also  request  a 
list  of  items  needed  for  use  at  camp  and  encourage  your 
group  to  sponsor  a  collection  effort.  You  can  participate  in  a 
personal  way  by  donating  your  time  to  help  prepare  for 
camp  or  by  being  a  member  of  the  staff  during  the  camping 
week. 


Really 

Awesome 

Camping 


For  more  information  or  to  volunteer/donate  contact: 

Rev  Lorris  Wimberly  Rev  John  Johns 

(225)  642  5949  (3  18)992  7347 

gracecamp@spiritministriesorg  iohnsir@centuytel.net 


15th  Anniversary  Reception 
The  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Happening 
Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth ,  Louisiana 
Sunday ,  July  8, 2007 
2  p.m.  in  the  Dining  Room 

All  previous  Happeners  and  their  families  are  invited  to  attend  the  15th  Anniversary  reception  of  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Happening.  If  you  would  like  additional  information  please  contact 

Carolyn  Dove  at  catdove@hughes.net. 

The  Happening  Experience  is  a  powerful  instrument  of  renewal  in  the  Church.  The  weekend  theme  is 
developed  through  a  series  of  talks  which  compare  the  changing  nature  of  material  and  social  reality  as 
compared  to  the  permanent  nature  of  spiritual  reality,  a  firm  foundation  on  which  teens  can  build  a 

secure  foundation  on  life. 

Teenagers  10-1 2th  grades  and  adult  workers  with  youth  are  invited  to  send  in  an  application. 
Happening  #30  will  be  held  July  6-8,2007.  Happening  #31  will  be  held  January  18-20,2008.  The 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Happening  weekends  are  the  weekend  of  the  Martin  Luther  King 
observance  in  January  and  usually  the  third  weekend  in  July. 

The  Happening  weekends  are  posted  on  the  Louisiana  Conference  youth  web  page  calendar  and  The 
Happening  web  page.  Happening  applications  may  be  downloaded  from  the  Louisiana  Conference 
youth  web  page  or  The  Happening  web  page  www.gbgm-umc.org/lahappening/. 


Free  youth  program 


consultation  services  offered  to  churches 

One  of  the  ministries  offered,  free  of  • 
charge  to  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
churches,  by  your  conference  program  staff 
is  consultative  services  in  the  area  of  Youth 
Ministry.  Whether  it  be  a  one  time  presen¬ 
tation  (sermon,  program,  special  event  etc.) 
or  a  multi-visit  need  (leadership  training, 
ministry  structure/start-ups,  better  commu¬ 
nication  etc.),  your  Conference  Director  of 
youth  Ministry  stands  ready  to  lend  a  hand. 

Our  Director  of  Youth  Ministry  is  the 
Rev.  Tom  Dolph.  Tom  has  almost  30  years 
experience  in  Youth  Ministry,  having 
served  as  a  volunteer  youth  worker,  paid 
youth  director  and  ordained  minister  to 
youth.  In  addition  to  his  current  position  as 
Conference  Youth  Director,  he  has  also 
served  as  District  Youth  Coordinator  and  a 
retreat  facilitator.  Tom  says:  "Call  on  me! 

I'm  ready  to  serve!" 


Discerning 
the  Call 


an  exploration  event  for 
persons  between 
16  and  25  years  of  age 
interested  in  professional 
ministry 


October  12-13, 2007 
Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  Louisiana 

If  you  feel  that  you  are  being  led 
by  God  to  consider 
ministry  as  a  professional 
vocation,  then  your 
participation  in  the  Discerning 
The  Call  retreat  would  be  very 
beneficial 


Cost  is  $25.00 


Registration  forms  can  be 
obtained  online  at 
www.la-umc.org  or  by 
contacting  John  Edd  Harper 
at  225-346-1646. 


Send  your  registration  form 
and  $25.00  check  to: 

Discerning  The  Call 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 

This  event  is  sponsored  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry 


IS  GOD  CALLING  YOU?! 


Looking  for  us? 

Tom  Dolph,  Conference 
Director  of  Youth  Ministry 
tdolph@bellsouth.ne 

Shirlene  Spears, 
Administrative  Assistant 
shirlens@bellsouth.net 
527  North  Blvd 
Baton  Rouge  LA  70802 
(225)  346-1646 
(888)  239-5286)  Office 
225  383  3144  Fax 

Check  us  out 
on  the  Web: 
www.la- 
umc.org/youth 


r 
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Mark  Your 


Calendar  YSF  Sunday  is  May  6, 2007 


Youth  Service  Fund  (YSF)  is  the  United 
Methodist  mission  fund  supported  by 
youth.  YSF  provides  a  way  for  youth  to 
be  in  real  ministry  with  each  other.  United 
Methodist  teens  raise  money  for  other  teens 
doing  ministry  in  their  churches  and  com¬ 
munities  impacting  poverty,  illiteracy, 
delinquency,  and  social  justice. 

In  2005  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Youth  took  in  over  $12,000  in  Youth 
Service  Funds.  These  contributions  allowed 
us  to  support  the  following  ministries 
through  our  2006  grants. 

ASP 

Since  1969,  more  than  12,500  Central 
Appalachian  homes  have  been  repaired  by 
nearly  240,000  volunteers  mostly  youth 
through  the  work  and  vision  of  Appalachia 
Service  Project  (ASP).  Each  year  volun¬ 
teers  from  more  than  25  denominations  and 
30  states  join  this  Christian  outreach  found¬ 


ed  37  years  ago  as  a  General  Board  of 
Discipleship  program  by  Glenn  "Tex" 
Evans,  a  mission  minded  United  Methodist 
pastor  who  worked  for  GBOD.  ASP  is  a 
501(c)(3)  nonprofit  organization  whose 
mission  is  to  be  a  Christian  ministry,  open 
to  all  people,  that  fosters  human  develop¬ 
ment  by  addressing  the  housing  needs  of 
Central  Appalachia. 

Project  NOAH 

Project  Noah  is  designed  to  help  in  need 
residents  with  home  repair  in  the  Slidell 
and  New  Orleans  area.  Need  is  based  on 
level  of  financial  and  physical  capabilities. 
Residents  helped  usually  have  no  insur¬ 
ance,  receive  low  incomes,  are  disabled  or 
elderly,  or  have  few  other  resources  to  aid 
them  in  rebuilding.  Cases  are  selected 
based  on  application  information  received 
by  UMCOR  (United  Methodist  Committee 
on  Relief)  and  Slidell  First  United 


Methodist  Church.  Project  NOAH  plans  to 
help  between  fifteen  and  twenty  families 
next  summer  with  hopes  that  all  of  them 
will  be  in  their  homes  in  August  2007.  The 
work  program  is  designed  to  help  residents 
and  youth  as  well  as  the  larger  church  and 
area  community. 

Sicily  Island  UMC 

Sicily  Island  United  Methodist  Church 
has  a  vision  of  hosting  three  to  four  mis¬ 
sion  teams  each  year.  To  realize  this  vision 
the  church  needs  to  add  shower  and  rest¬ 
room  facilities  to  the  existing  gymnasium. 

Sicily  Island  is  located  in  Catahoula 
Parish,  which  is  an  extremely  impoverished 
parish.  Repairs  performed  by  visiting  mis¬ 
sion  teams  would  provide  vital  ministry 
within  Sicily  Island  and  the  surrounding 
community.  No  other  group  or  agency  is 
currently  meeting  this  need.  Construction 
of  the  new  showers  and  restrooms,  will 


also  enable  us  to  better  serve  as  a  evacuee 
shelter. 

An  Offering  may  be  accepted  on  May  6 
or  any  other  Sunday  your  church  desig¬ 
nates  as  YSF  Sunday.  Offering  envelopes 
may  be  ordered  from  the  Conference  office 
at  no  cost  to  you.  "Youth  Service  Fund 
Recognition"  certificates  may  also  be 
obtained  to  honor  someone  in  a  special 
way  by  giving  a  gift  to  YSF.  (See  related 
article  for  additional  information  on  these) 
If  you  would  like  additional  informa¬ 
tion,  please  contact  Director  of  Youth 
Ministry  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  1-888-239  5286  or  225-346 
1646  or  email:  TDolph@BellSouth.net  or 
write  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802.  Web  page:  http://www.la- 
umc.org/youth  You  can  also  find  some 
great  info  at  www.gbod.org/youngpeople. 


Conference  Youth  Service  Funds  over  $7,200  in  2006 


Top  1 1  YSF  Giving  Churches  in  2006 

NEW  ORLEANS 

MUNHOLLAND  UMC  *  + 

$931.00 

MONROE 

FIRST  UMC/  MONROE* 

$714.41 

BATON  ROUGE 

BLACKWATER  UMC 

$553.00 

LAKE  CHARLES 

WESTLAKE  UMC 

$486.63 

BATON  ROUGE 

CAMPHOR  MEMORIAL  UMC 

$349.00 

ACADIANA 

FIRST  UMC/ HOUMA 

$336.00 

ALEXANDRIA 

FIRST  UMC/  ALEXANDRIA* 

$265.00 

BATON  ROUGE 

ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 

$234.00 

LAKE  CHARLES 

FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 

$206.05 

SHREVEPORT 

ASBURY  UMC/Bossier 

$198.00 

ACADIANA 

ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE* 

$194.66 

*  =  Also  in  the  Top  1 0  in  2005 

+  =  Number  one  in  giving  2005  &  2006 

District  Church  Amount: 

BATON  ROUGE  $1,623.03 

BEECH  GROVE  UMC 
BLACKWATER  UMC 
BROADMOOR  UMC 
CAMPHOR 
MEMORIAL  UMC 
DARLINGTON  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  BATON  ROUGE 
FIRST  UMC/ 

DENHAM  SPRINGS 
FIRST  UMC/  HAMMOND 
INGLESIDE  UMC 
JEFFERSON  UMC 
ROBERTS  UMC 
SLAUGHTER  UMC 
ST  ANDREW'S  UMC 
ST  JOHN'S  UMC 
ST  LANDRY  UMC  / 
GONZALES 
ZACHARY  UMC 

NEW  ORLEANS  $  1,332.52 

ALDERSGATE  UMC 
BETHANY  UMC/ 

NEW  ORLEANS 
BUSH  UMC 
CENTENARY  UMC 
ELIZABETH 
SULLIVAN  MEM  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ COVINGTON 
FIRST  UMC/ SLIDELL 
FISHER  UMC 
GRETNA  UMC 
MUNHOLLAND  UMC 
RAYNE  MEMORIAL  UMC 
ST  CHARLES  UMC 
WINAN  UMC 


MONROE  $1,056.45 

CROWVILLE  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/ MONROE 
FIRST  UMC/ TALLULAH 
JONESBORO  UMC 
NEW  HOPE  UMC 
SALEM  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC/  RUSTON 

LAKE  CHARLES  $972.69 

BRANCH  UMC 
FIRST  UMC/  CROWLEY 
FIRST  UMC/  LKCHAS 
HACKBERRY  UMC 
HENNING  MEM  UMC 
IOTA  UMC 
MALLALIEU  UMC/ 
JENNINGS 
ROANOKE  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/ SULPHUR 


WESTLAKE  UMC 
ACADIANA  $783.66 

ASBURY  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
FIRST  UMC/ 
DONALDSONVILLE 
FIRST  UMC/  HOUMA 
FIRST  UMC/  LAFAYETTE 
LOUISIANA  MEM  UMC 
LUTCHER  CHAPEL  UMC 
LUTCHER  UMC 
PHARR  CHAPEL  UMC 
PORT  BARRE  UMC 

SHREVEPORT  $728.00 

ASBURY  UMC 
BARKSDALE  UMC 
BETHEL  UMC 
BONCHEST  UMC 
CASTOR  UMC 
CROSSROADS  UMC 
FELLOWSHIP  UMC 


FIRST  UMC/  BOSSIER  CITY 
FIRST  UMC/  MINDEN 
FIRST  UMC/  SHREVEPORT 
HALL  SUMMIT  UMC 
HOSSTON  UMC 
LOGANSPORT  UMC 
LOVE  CHAPEL  UMC 
MANGUM  UMC 
MCDONALD  UMC 
MTMARIAH  UMC 
NOEL  MEMORIAL  UMC 
OAK  GROVE  UMC 
PLEASANT  HILL  UMC 
ROUND  GROVE  UMC 
SHADY  GROVE  UMC 
SHONGALOO  UMC 
SIBLEY  UMC 
ST  JAMES  UMC 
ST  PAUL  UMC/ 
SHREVEPORT 
SUMMER  GROVE  UMC 
WESLEY  CHAPEL  UMC 
WESLEY  UMC/  MANSFIELD 
ZWOLLE  UMC 

ALEXANDRIA  $717.67 

ASBURY  UMC/ 
NATCHITOCHES 
FIRST  UMC/ ALEXANDRIA 
FIRST  UMC/  BOYCE 
FIRST  UMC/ PINEVILLE 
FIRST  UMC/ WINNFIELD 
MANY UMC 

NOLLEY  MEM  UMC/ JENA 
PALESTINE  UMC 
ST  MARK'S  UMC 
TRINITY  UMC 
WILTON  UMC 

GRAND  TOTAL  $7,214.02 


SAMPLE  YSF  OFFERING  ENVELOPE  /"  N 


To  help  your  congregation  donate  to  YSF 

They  are  FREE  and  AVAILABLE  from  the  Conference  Office! 

To  be  used  on  May  6,  order  by  April  20!!! 

Call  or  e-mail  Tom  Dolph  at: 

(225)  346-1646  or  tdolph@bellsouth.net 

14  m  O+J 

MARCH  23,2007 
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New  Orleans  Saints  offensive  lineman,  Jon  Stinchcomb,  a  member  of  Munholland  UMC , 
is  presented  with  the  banner  which  was  strategically  placed  in  the  Super  Dome  for 
every  Saints  home  game.  Making  the  presentation  are  left,  Rev.  Gene  Finell  and  right, 
Jerry  White. 


Munholland  UMC  communes  with  a  Saint,  literally 


Munholland  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie  found  a  way -to  show  support 
for  church  member  Jon  Stinchcomb,  right 
tackle  for  the  New  Orleans  Saints,  #78, 
with  a  banner  signed  by  church  members 
and  others,  including  Bishop  Hutchinson 
and  his  wife  Kay. 

The  banner  was  strategically  placed  by 
Munholland  member  Jerry  White  in  the 
north  end  zone,  second  level  of  the  Super 
Dome  at  every  Saint’s  home  game  and  was 
visible  throughout  the  Dome. 

Jon  was  shown  the  banner  early  in  the 
season  while  attending  a  Methodism  class 
at  Munholland  with  his  wife  Aly,  who 
teaches  math  at  Jesuit  High  School  in  New 
Orleans. 

On  March  1 1  he  was  presented  the  ban¬ 
ner  during  worship  at  Munholland.  Jon 
spoke  to  the  congregation  about  how  much 
it  meant  to  him  to  see  the  banner  during 


games  and  know  his  church  was  there  for 
him  with  encouragement  and  prayers. 

He  also  said  that  Saints  players  began  to 
point  out  the  banner,  and  when  asked  about 
it,  he  would  tell  them  it  was  his  church 
supporting  him  and  the  team.  “There  are 
lots  of  ways  to  share  God’s  Word,”  said 
Jon,  “and  this  became  one  of  them.” 

Rev.  Gene  Finnell  told  the  congregation 
about  Christmas  Eve  night  after  the  Saints 
defeated  the  Giants  when  he,  Jerry  White, 
and  a  group  of  church  members  went  to  the 
airport  to  greet  the  team  upon  their  return 
home.  “We  were  waving  the  banner  and 
cheering  as  players  passed  in  their  cars, 
whereupon  one  stopped  and  the  player 
asked,  ‘Are  you  Jon’s  church  group?”’ 

Coach  Sean  Payton  also  stopped  and 
expressed  his  appreciation,  having  been 
made  aware  of  the  meaning  of  the  banner 
on  a  previous  airport  greeting. 


Case  Management  Director  named 


Althea  Fontenot  is 
serving  as  the  new 
Director  of  Case 
Management  for  the 
La.  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry. 

She  was  most 
recently  employed  as  a 
Case  Management 
Technical  Supervisor 
for  Katrina  Aid  Today. 

Althea  also  worked  for  the  State  of 
Louisiana  for  over  20  years,  primarily  in 
Protective  Services.  She  has  worked  for 
FEMA  and  has  coordinated  a  project  for 
HTV/AIDS  prevention. 

Fontenot  has  a  Master  of  Social  Work 
Degree  as  well  as  a  Bachelor  of  Science 
Degree  in  Criminal  Justice. 

“Case  Management  is  a  collaborative 
process  that  assesses,  plans,  implements, 
coordinates,  monitors  and  evaluates  the 


options  and  services  required  to  meet  the  a 
client’s  needs.  In  my  present  capacity,  I 
monitor  case  management  staff,  develop¬ 
ment  and  performance.  It  is  my  hope  to 
continue  to  foster  partnerships  with  the 
many  other  entities  involved  in  our  min¬ 
istry,”  she  said. 

Althea  applauds  those  who  have  worked 
so  diligently  in  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry 
in  Louisiana.  “With  the  assistance  from  a 
very  competent  and  dedicated  staff  the  case 
management  unit  has  continued  to  meet  the 
unmet  needs  of  those  affected  by  Katrina 
and  Rita.  Our  case  management  units  seek 
to  serve  the  “least,  last  and  the  lost”.  We 
have  implemented  the  Care  Call  Program 
to  match  survivors  in  recovery  with  volun¬ 
teers  in  other  parts  of  the  country  who  are 
trained  in  Compassionate  Listening  to  offer 
support  to  the  survivors.  We  are  also  devel¬ 
oping  a  “stuck  roundtable”  to  assess  clients 
with  multiple  barriers  to  recovery.” 


Althea  Fontenot 


Young  to 

Rev.  Dawn  Young 
is  serving  as  the  new 
Director  of  Christian 
Education  for  the 
Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Commissioned  as 
a  deacon  in  June  of 
2005,  Young  was 
appointed  to  Asbury 
United  Methodist 
Church  in  Bossier, 
working  heavily  in  the  area  of 
Education.  During  her  years  with 
Asbury  UMC,  she  taught  Disciple  Bible 
Studies,  Companions  in  Christ, 
Beginnings  and  United  Methodist 
Belief  classes. 

“I  have  ensured  that  adult  Sunday 
school  classes  had  appropriate  and  ade¬ 
quate  resources  for  teaching.  I  have 
worked  with  the  children’s  ministry 
serving  as  Co-Director  of  Vacation 
Bible  School  for  two  years,  and  as  a 
coordinator  of  VBS  for  four  years.  I 


recently  began  writing  children’s  cur¬ 
riculum  and  adult  devotions  for  the 
United  Methodist  Publishing  House, 
and  am  serving  on  the  Design  Team  for 
Youth  2007,”  she  said. 

Young  graduated  from  LSU 
Shreveport  with  a  Bachelor’s  degree  in 
Criminal  Justice,  and  was  employed  in 
the  public  sector  for  22  years.  During 
that  employment,  she  obtained  three 
graduate  degrees  including  a  Doctorate 
in  Education  from  Grambling  State 
University.  While  teaching  at  Bossier 
Parish  Community  College,  entered  the 
candidacy  process,  then  enrolled  at 
SMU  Perkins  School  of  Theology. 

“I  not  only  love  teaching,  but  also 
enjoy  helping  people  realize  that  some 
of  their  best  resources  are  already  at 
their  disposal  if  they  only  know  where 
to  look.  As  I  begin  this  new  position,  I 
will  remain  in  Bossier  City,  where  I 
share  my  home  with  my  father  and  two 
Boxer  dogs.” 


direct  Conference  Christian  Education 


Deacon  Dawn  Young 
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Reisman  to  keynote 
Clergy  spouse  retreat 

Kimberly  Reisman,  daughter  of  Maxie 
Dunnam,  will  keynote  April  20-21  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Annual  Clergy 
Spouse  Retreat  at  The  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth,  La. 

The  Monroe  District  is  sponsoring  this 
annual  event  and  has  chosen  Building 
Community  Among  Clergy  Spouses  as 
theme  for  this  year’s  Reunion  Retreat. 

Kimberly  is  Conference  Evangelist  for 
the  North  Indiana  Conference  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  and  Executive 
Director  of  Next  Step  Evangelism 
Ministries.  The  author  of  The  Christ- 
Centered  Woman:  Finding  Balance  in  a 
World  of  Extremes,  and  numerous  other 
faith-shaping  workbooks  and  books, 
Kimberly  ministers  in  the  context  of 
retreats,  seminars,  workshops  and  revivals 
both  nationally  and  internationally. 

Bom  in  Gulfport,  Mississippi,  Kim  now 
lives  in  Indiana  with  her  husband,  John 
and  three  children,  Nathan,  Maggie  and 
Hannah.  She  has  a  Bachelor’s  Degree 
from  Emory  University,  a  Masters  of 
Divinity  from  Yale  Divinity  School,  and  is 
currently  working  on  her  PhD  in  Theology 
from  Durham  University  in  the  United 
Kingdom. 

As  a  clergy  spouse,  retired  clergy 
spouse  or  widowed  spouse  of  clergy  you 
are  encouraged  to  attend  what  promises  to 
be  a  very  special  and  meaningful  weekend. 
To  register  you  may  go  to  www.la- 
umc.oig/reunion.php  or  by  calling  Peggy 
Burgess  at  (318)  387-2426  or  (318)  805-' 
4930  cell. 

Pre-Conference  Report 
to  be  available  online 

As  is  previous  years,  the  Pre- 
Conference  Report  will  be  posted  on  the 
Conference  Website  April  1 3  for  down¬ 
loading. 

If  it  is  impossible  for  anyone  attending 
this  year’s  Annual  Conference  to  have 
access  to  a  computer  for  downloading,  the 
Conference  Area  offices  can  provide  you 
with  a  printed  copy. 

You  must  make  your  request  in  writing 
to:  Patti  Perkins,  La.  Annual  Conference 
Offices,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge, 

LA  70802  by  April  13. 


Open  Hearts 
Open  Minds 

Open  Doors 

Be  a 

welcoming  member 


Local  pastor's 
art  displayed 
in  Nashville 


A  painting  entitled  "Mary,  Joseph  and  Jesus,"  left,  is  now  part 
of  a  permanent  collection  at  Upper  Room  Ministries  in 
Nashville,  Tenn.  The  artist  is  Rev.  Darlene  Moore,  pastor  of 
Camphor  Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  collection  of  art,  called  "Nativity,"  was  exhibited  in 
Nashville  during  the  month  of  December."  The  painting  is  cur¬ 
rently  located  in  the  Board  of  Discipleship  building,"  said 
Moore,  who  was  pleased  to  have  her  work  chosen  for  the 
exhibit. 

She  is  also  the  Artist  of  the  Month  and  is  displaying  her  work  at 
Mandeville  City  Hall  on  Causeway  Blvd.  during  the  month  of 
April  1 .  Moore  also  has  several  pieces  at  the  Alexandria 
Museum. 


The  Advantages  of  a 

Charitable  Remainder  Trust 

By  setting  up  a  charitable  remainder  trust 
through  the  United  Methodist  Foundation, 
we  can  now: 

Create  More  Income 
by  converting  highly  appreciated  or  low 
income  assets  to  higher  rates. 

Generate  Income  for  Others 

-our  children,  our  grandchildren  or  aging 
parents. 

Receive  Tax  Advantages 

that  allow  a  current  income  tax  deduction 
AND  a  bypass  of  capital  gains. 

LEAVE  A  LEGACY 

by  honoring  a  loved  one  and  providing  for  our 
favorite  United  Methodist  ministries. 


Contact  our  Foundation  for  a  free,  personalized  illustration 
to  see  how  a  charitable  remainder  trust 
can  help  you,  your  family  and  your  church. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


(800)  256-9317  or  (225)  346-1535 
Email:  info@umf.org 
www.umf.org 


Mark  your  calendar 


2007  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference 

June  3-6 
River  Center 

Baton  Rouge 

Theme: 

Means  of  Grace 


Pre-Conference  Report 
now  available  online 

All  clergy  and  lay  members  of  the 
annual  conference  are  encouraged  to 
download  their  copy  of  the  2007  Pre- 
Conference  Report  from  the  Conference 
website.  The  website  address  is 
www.la-umc.org. 

If  you  do  not  have  access  to  a  com¬ 
puter  and  the  internet,  check  with  your 
District  Office  to  obtain  a  copy. 
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m  "And  from  his  fullness 
we  have  received 
grace  upon  grace." 

John  1:16 


2007  Annual  Conference  in  Baton  Rouge 

'Means  of  Grace' 
this  year's  theme 

The  2007  session  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  “moves  south”  from 
Shreveport  to  Baton  Rouge  on  June  3-6 
at  the  capital  city’s  River  Center. 

The  shift  to  Baton  Rouge  is  in  keep¬ 
ing  with  a  Conference  decision  to  move 
the  annual  event  to  a  southern  venue 
once  every  quadrennium. 

“Means  of  Grace:  Becoming  Grace- 
full  people”  will  serve  as  the  theme  for 
this  year’s  event.  The  scripture  for  the 
Conference  is  John  1:16:  “And  from  his 
fullness  we  have  received  grace  upon 
grace.” 

A  major  focus  this  year  will  be  elec¬ 
tions  for  General  and  Jurisdictional 
Conferences  in  2008.  Elections  are  held 
each  quadrennium  for  Louisiana 
Conference  delegates  to  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences.  In  June,  we 
will  elect  our  delegates  for  the  2008 
Conferences,  with  General  Conference 
to  be  held  April  23-May  2,  2008  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.  and  Jurisdictional 
Conference  in  Dallas,  Tex.  from  July 
15-19,  2008. 

There  will  be  five  lay  persons  and 
five  clergy  persons  elected  to  represent 
the  Louisiana  Conference  at  the  General 

See  Annual  Conference,  page  3 


This  year's  logo  reflects  the  concept  of  the  'Means  of  Grace'  and  becoming  'grace-full' 
people  as  outlined  in  the  scripture, 'And  from  his  fullness  we  have  received  grace 
upon  grace,"  John  1 :1 6. The  2007  La.  Annual  Conference  is  being  held  June  3-6  at  the 
Baton  Rouge  River  Center  in  the  downtown  area  of  the  city.  The  move  from 
Shreveport  fulfills  a  Conference  decision  to  change  venues  every  four  years. 


Special  Offerings  for  2007  Annual  Conference  to  combat  AIDS  and  Malaria 


An  offering  taken  during  Sunday 
night’s  Memorial  and  Communion 
Service  during  the  2007  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  will  be  given  for  the 
Nothing  but  Nets  initiative.  Nothing  But 
Nets  is  a  global,  grassroots  campaign  to 
save  lives  by  preventing  malaria,  a  lead¬ 
ing  killer  of  children  in  Africa. 

The  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church,  along  with  Sports  Illustrated, 


NBA  Cares,  the  United  Nations 
Foundation  and  several  other  groups,  are 
raising  funds  to  purchase  bed  nets  to  end 
malaria  through  this  initiative. 

Malaria  infects  nearly  500  million 
people  each  year.  Children  who  survive 
often  experience  health  complications. 

The  second  offering,  taken  during  the 
Baptismal  service  Tuesday  night,  will  be 
used  in  the  fight  against  AIDS.  The 


United  Methodist  Global  Aids  Fund  was 
established  at  the  2004  General 
Conference  to  provide  United  Methodists 
with  a  dedicated  way  to  address  the 
AIDS  pandemic  around  the  globe. 

Approximately  40  million  persons 
have  the  virus,  and  worldwide,  8,000  per¬ 
sons  die  daily  of  AIDS.  All  United 
Methodist  congregations  are  asked  to 
contribute  $1  per  member. 


Deadline  for  2007  Annual  Conference  display  area  reservations  is  May  2 


Those  wishing  to  arrange  for  display 
areas  at  the  June  3-6,  2007  session  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  Baton 
Rouge  may  do  so  by  contacting  Rhonda 
Whitley  at  the  Conference  area  offices. 

Those  seeking  a  display  area  should 
provide  the  following  information  as 
soon  as  possible:  name  of  agency/institu¬ 
tion;  name  of  person  in  charge  of  exhibit; 
phone  number,  address,  email  address; 


number  of  tables  needed  and  whether  or 
not  there  will  be  a  need  for  an  electrical 
outlet. 

There  will  be  a  charge  of  S25  for 
groups  not  directly  related  to  the 
Conference  or  its  related  ministries. 

There  will  also  be  a  $25  charge  if  a  prod¬ 
uct  is  to  be  sold.  A  table  will  be  provided, 
which  can  be  set  up  Saturday  through 
Monday.  The  exhibitor  is  required  to  pro¬ 


vide  any  tablecloth,  skirt,  or  other  decora¬ 
tion  for  their  individual  display  table. 

The  deadline  for  space  request  is  May 
2.  Spaces  are  designated  on  a  first-come, 
first  served  basis.  Whitley  may  be  con¬ 
tacted  by  writing  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5700,  by  email  at 
rkwhitley@bellsouth.net,  or  by  phone  at 
(225)346-1646. 


Confirmation  Day  /  8 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


"The  Means  of  Grace" 


“And  from  his  fullness  we  have 
received  grace  upon  grace”  -  John  1:16. 

This  theme  for  our  Annual 
Conference  session  this  year  bears  a 
major  message  to  us.  None  of  us  are 
worthy  of  standing  in  the  presence  of 
God  and  declaring  our  own  righteousness 
or  our  own  merited  salvation.  Instead  we 
stand  in  God’s  presence  with  our  heads 
bowed  and  with  our  hands  open  to  him, 
asking  forgiveness  of  our  sins  and  plead¬ 
ing  for  God’s  mercy  toward  us.  But 
God,  in  all  God’s  strength  and  love,  lifts 
up  our  chin,  looks  in  our  eyes  and  speaks 
to  us  these  words  through  God’s  servant, 
John  the  Baptist.  (“This  was  he  (Jesus) 
of  whom  I  said,  ‘He  who  comes  after  me 
ranks  before  me,  for  he  was  before 
me.’”)  And  from  his  (Jesus’)  fullness 
have  we  all  received  grace  upon  grace. 
For  the  law  was  given  through  Moses; 
grace  and  truth  came  through  Jesus 
Christ.  No  one  has  ever  seen  God;  the 
only  Son,  who  is  in  the  bosom  of  the 
Father,  he  has  made  him  known.”  (John 
1:  15-18) 

The  past  two  years,  and  now  again  in 
this  third  year  of  our  quadrennium,  we 
have  lifted  up  the  beauty  of  God’s  grace. 
In  2005  we  observed  “Prevenient  Grace: 
God’s  Whisper  in  our  Hearts.”  In  2006 
we  celebrated  “Justifying  Grace: 

Opening  the  Door  to  a  House  Not  Made 
with  Hands.”  And  now  this  year  we 
gratefully  acknowledge  “The  Means  of 
Grace.”  Through  the  means  of  grace, 
God  has  given  us  many  ways  to  experi¬ 
ence  the  Divine  and  has  opened  many 
paths  to  God’s  presence. 

The  law  was  given  to  define  when  we 
were  in  God’s  presence.  If  we  obeyed 
the  law,  we  were  in  God’s  presence.  If 
we  disobeyed,  we  were  out  of  God’s 
presence.  With  only  the  law  to  tie  us  to 
God  we  were  without  the  freedom  to 
reach  out  in  new  measures  and  experi¬ 
ence  God  in  new  and  different  ways.  It 
was  through  the  law,  a  necessary  and 
God-like  characteristic  for  keeping  us 
close  to  God’s  heart  that  sin  and  death 
came.  When  we  break  the  holy  law,  we 
are  alienated  from  God’s  presence  for  we 
have  transgressed  God’s  holy  will.  That 
broken  law  then  leads  to  our  sin  and 
death,  because  if  we  are  apart  from 
God’s  presence  we  cannot  be  saved. 

But  that  early  understanding  of  our 
relationship  to  God  does  not  mean  we 
have  been  permanently  alienated  from 
God.  No!  In  fact,  God  has  given  us  a 
major  way  back  into  God’s  presence, 
even  when  we  have  broken  the  law,  and 
that  way  is  Jesus  Christ.  It  is  through 
Jesus’  grace  and  truth,  which  are  the  true 
revealed  reflections  of  the  nature  of  God 
the  Father,  that  new  doors  are  opened  to 
God  and  thus  the  means  by  which  we 
can  stand  in  God’s  presence  are 
increased  and  multiplied  so  that  none  of 
us  might  be  lost  or  permanently  alienat¬ 
ed. 


One  of  the  hall¬ 
marks  of  our 
Wesleyan  theology, 
that  theology  by 
which  we  under¬ 
stand  the  nature  of 
God,  is  that  we  are 
saved  through  this 
grace  and  by  our 
faith  (which  we  pos¬ 
sess  only  by  God’s 
grace!).  It  is  disturb¬ 
ing  to  me  that  within  United  Methodism 
there  is  a  growing  resurgence  of  life 
“under  the  law”  and  a  mistrust  and  denial 
of  the  life  in  grace.  There  is  far  more 
judgment  being  offered  in  today’s  church 
than  I  can  ever  recall.  In  fact,  it  was  the 
rejection  of  this  judgmental  life  style  and 
theological  position  that  marked 
Methodism  in  its  inception  and  in  its 
rapid  growth.  People  were  saved  from 
the  “pit  of  fire”  as  well  as  from  the  pits 
of  human  degradation  and  rejection 
through  their  dependence  on  and  com¬ 
mitment  to  God’s  unsearchable  grace, 
not  by  their  adherence  to  the  law. 

When  we  come  to  our  Annual 
Conference  session,  I  pray  we  will  focus 
on  the  “Means  of  Grace”  as  paramount 
to  us  and  as  ways  that  lead  all  of  us  to 
the  throne  of  God.  I  pray  we  will  not 
revert  to  how  we  exclude  some  from  our 
favor  or  our  presence,  while  trying  to 
proclaim  their  exclusion  from  God’s 
presence  as  well.  It  is  as  we  explore  the 
Means  of  Grace  and  as  we  offer  them  as 
pathways  to  our  God  that  the  church 
indeed  truthfully  expands  in  its  witness 
as  well  as  its  genuine  nature.  For  all  of 
us  have  sinned  and  fallen  short  of  the 
glory  of  God,  but  it  is  through  this  same 
God  that  all  of  us  have  a  way  back  home, 
and  that  way  is  Jesus  Christ  who  opens 
the  doors  to  the  Kingdom  to  whom  he 
will.  Maybe  it’s  our  place  to  stand  ready 
to  hold  that  door  open  at  the  Master’s 
bidding. 

May  the  days  of  Eastertide  be  filled 
with  great  joy  and  peace  for  each  of  you. 
The  journey  from  here  to  Pentecost  will 
be  fifty  days  of  celebration  of  the 
omnipresence  and  omnipotence  of  our 
Christ  and  days  of  preparation  for  the 
descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  into  our  lives 
in  new  and  powerful  ways.  This  fifty- 
day  journey  should  have  us  fully  ready  to 
celebrate  “The  Means  of  Grace”  when 
we  gather  as  an  Annual  Conference  on 
June  3,  2007.  I  am  eager  to  share  that 
holy  gathering  with  all  of  you. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bill  Hutchinson 


fell 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 
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Lake  Charles  District 

May  6  University  UMC,  Lake  Charles 

3:00  pm 

Alexandria  District 

May  6  Horseshoe  Drive  UMC,  Alex 

3:00  pm 

Shreveport  District 

May  6  Summer  Grove,  Shreveport 

Minden  First 

3:00  pm 
6:00  pm 

Baton  Rouge  District 

May  6  Jefferson  UMC 

3:00  pm 

Acadiana  District 

May  6  Immanuel  UMC,  Lafayette 

May  7  Pharr  Chapel,  Morgan  City 

3:00  pm 
6:30  pm 

Monroe  District 

May  6  Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

3:00  pm 

New  Orleans  District 

May  6  Munholland  UMC 

3:00  pm 

Solomon  to  preach  memorial  service 


Bishop  Dan  E.  Solomon,  retired  Bishop 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church,  is  serving 
as  keynote  speaker  for  the  Memorial 
Communion  Service,  slated  for  Sunday, 
June  3  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Solomon  serves  as  president  for  the 
Texas  United  Methodist  College 
Association  and  is  Bishop-in-Residence  for 
McMurry  University. 

He  served  as  Bishop  for  the  Louisiana 
Area  from  1 996-2000  and  Bishop  for  the 
Oklahoma  Area  (Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  and  Oklahoma 
Conference)  from  1988-1996. 

Solomon  is  the  recipient  of 
Distinguished  Alumnus  Awards  from  both 


McMurry  University  and  Perkins  School  of 
Theology.  He  has  Doctor  of  Ministry  from 
United  Theological  Seminary,  a  Masters  of 
Divinity  from  Perkins  School  of  Theology 
at  SMU,  and  a  Bachelor’s  Degree  from 
McMurry  University. 

Among  other  positions,  Solomon  served 
as  president  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  from  1996-2000. 
Lectureships  include  the  O.P  Clark  Series 
at  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Abilene,  Tex.  and  the 
Bennett- Wilson  Lectures  at  McMurry 
University  in  Abilene,  Tex. 

He  is  married  to  Marcia  Solomon.  He 
has  two  married  sons,  one  married  daugh¬ 
ter,  four  grandsons  and  one  granddaughter. 
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AGENDA 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  2007 

" Means  of  Grace:  And  from  his  fullness  we  have  received 
grace  upon  grace." John  1:16 

(as  of 4/02/07  not  inclusive) 


Sunday  Evening,  June  3 


7:00  p.m. 

Pre-Service  Music 

7:30  p.m. 

Memorial/  Communion 
Service  @  First  UMC, 

Baton  Rouge 

Monday  Morning,  June  4 

6:45  a.m. 

Morning  Prayer  @ 

RiverCenter  Fountain 
(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Registration  At  RiverCenter 

8:00  a.m.  - 1 0:00  a.m.  Committee  Meetings 

(See  listing  for  location  of  Boards  &  Committee) 

8:00  a.m.  -  9:30  a.m. 

New  Member  Orientation  for 
Lay  &  Clergy 

10:00  a.m. 

Clergy  Session 

(Old  State  Capital  Building) 

Laity  Session  (RiverCenter) 

12:00  Noon 

Lunch  Break 

1:15  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

1:30  p.m. 

Processional 

Consecrating  the  Space 
RiverCenter 

1 :45  p.m. 

The  Convening  of  the  2007 
Session  of  the  Louisiana 

Conference 

Prayer 

Welcome 

Greetings  from  Dignitaries 
Roll  Call 

Rules  of  Order  for 

Conference  Sessions 
Adoption  of  Agenda 
Introduction  of  Theme 

Report  of  the 

Episcopacy  Committee 

2:20  p.m. 

The  Episcopal  Address 

Bishop  William  W. 

Flutchinson 

3:00  p.m. 

First  Ballot* 

3:30  p.m. 

Business  Session 

Report  of  Board  of 

Ordained  Ministry  #1 

5:30  p.m. 

Dinner/Alumni  Dinners 

7:00  p.m. 

Pre-Service  Music  @ 

RiverCenter  Theater 

7:30  p.m. 

Service  of  Ordination  & 
Commissioning 
(Reception  @  Old  State 
Capital  Building) 

Tuesday  Morning,  June  5 


6:45  a.m. 

Morning  Prayer  @ 
RiverCenter  Fountain 
(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

7:00  a.m.  -  8:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

8:00  a.m.  -  5:00  p.m. 

Late  Registration  at 
RiverCenter 

8:30  a.m. 

Ballot 

8:45  a.m. 

Bible  Study 

9:30  a.m. 

Break 

9:45  a.m. 

Business  Session 

Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Journal 

10:00  a.m. 

Equitable  Compensation 
Report  of  the  Wesley  Center 
Board  ofTrustees 

Report  from  LA  UM 
Foundation 

10:30  a.m. 

Report  of  Board  of 

Ordained  Ministry  #2 
Recognition  of  Retirees, 
Passing  of  the  Mantle 

11  :30  a.m. 

CFA  Report  #1 

Report  of  the  Statistician 
Petitions/Resolutions 

12:00-  1:00  p.m. 

LUNCH  BREAK 

Retirees  Luncheon  @ 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

1:15  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

1:30  p.m. 

Business  Session 

Ballot 

1:45  p.m. 

Address  to  the  Conference 
by  the  Conference 

Lay  Leader 

2:15  p.m. 

Report  of  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team 

Ministry  Fair 

3:15  p.m. 

Break 

3:30  p.m. 

Report  of  the  Conference 
Board  ofTrustees 

4:00  p.m. 

Report  of  the  Board  of 
Pensions 

4:15  p.m. 

Report  of  the 

Rules  Committee 

4:45  p.m. 

Committee  of  Petitions  #1 

5:30  p.rh. 

DINNERS 

7:00  p.m. 

Pre-Service  Music 

7:30  p.m. 

Congregational 

Reaffirmation  of 

The  Baptismal  Covenent 
(In  the  RiverCenter 
Auditorium) 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  6 

6:45  a.m. 

Morning  Prayer  @ 

RiverCenter  Fountain 
(Sponsored  by  UMM) 

8:15  a.m. 

Gathering  Music 

8:30  a.m. 

Ballot 

8:45  a.m. 

Bible  Study 

9:30  a.m. 

Break 

9:45  a.m. 

Business  Session 

Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Journal 

9:50  a.m. 

Report  of  the 

Nominations  Committee  #1 

10:00  a.m. 

Greetings 

10:15  a.m. 

CFA  Report  #2 

1 1 :00  a.m. 

Committee  on  Petitions  #2 

12:00  Noon 

Lunch  Break 

Awards  Luncheon  @ 

First  UMC,  Baton  Rouge 

1:15  p.m. 

Gathering  Music 

1:30  p.m. 

Business  Session 

Ballot 

1:45  p.m. 

Report  on  Katrina/Rita 
Response 

2:00  p.m. 

Louisiana  Conference 
(Questions  to  consider  for 
the  future) 

2:35  p.m. 

The  Fixing  of  Appointments 

2:40  p.m. 

Invitation  to  2008  Session  of 

Annual  Conference 

2:45  p.m. 

3:00  p.m. 
Departure 

Service  of  Sending  Forth  and 
Deconsecrating  of  Space 

’Balloting  to  continue  throughout  the  session  as 
announced  by  the  Bishop 


Attention 

First  Time  Members  of 
Conference  Lay  and  Clergy 

There  will  be  a  training  session  for  those  who  are  first 
time  members  of  the  Conference  (both  lay  and  clergy) 
held  in  the  River  Center,  Room  #  7 
Monday  morning  from  8:30-9:30  a.m. 


Annual  Conference,  from  page  1 


Conference.  An  additional  five  lay  dele¬ 
gates  and  five  clergy  delegates  will  join 
those  elected  for  General  Conference  as 
delegates  to  the  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
An  additional  four  persons  in  each  catego¬ 
ry  will  be  elected  as  alternates.  Laity  will 
elect  the  lay  delegates  and  clergy  will  elect 
the  clergy  delegates. 

The  Conference  Board  of  Laity  has  col¬ 
lected  a  list  of  interested  candidates  for  the 
lay  delegate  slots,  though  it  is  possible  to 
nominate  additional  persons  from  the  floor 
of  Conference.  Clergy  who  are  eligible 
will  be  listed  on  the  ballots  by  number. 

The  balloting  will  continue  throughout  the 
Conference  session  until  all  delegate  and 
alternate  positions  have  been  filled.  It  is 
expected  that  any  person  who  is  interested 
in  being  a  delegate  will  commit  to  partici¬ 
pating  in  the  extensive  preparation  and  in 
the  Conference(s). 

In  order  to  allow  newly  ordained  clergy 
to  participate  in  the  election  process,  the 
Service  of  Ordination  and  Commissioning 
will  be  held  on  Monday  night  rather  than 
on  the  normal  Tuesday  night  time.  The 
service  will  be  held  in  the  Theater  at  the 
River  Center,  with  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  as  keynote  speaker. 

The  Memorial  and  Communion  Service 
will  be  held  Sunday  night  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge,  located 
on  North  Boulevard  just  a  short  distance 
from  the  River  Center.  Bishop  Dan 
Solomon,  former  Episcopal  leader  for  the 
Louisiana  area  and  now  retired,  will  serve 
as  speaker. 

A  Congregational  Re-affirmation  of  the 
Baptismal  Covenant  will  be  held  Tuesday 
night  in  the  auditorium  of  the  River  Center. 
These  services  are  open  to  the  public  as 
well  as  to  the  Conference  members  and 
visitors.  Rev.  Stephen  Emanuel  Handy  Sr., 
pastor  of  Pickett  Rucker  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lebanon,  Term.,  will  serve  as 
speaker  for  the  Baptismal  service  on 
Tuesday  evening. 

Handy  also  serves  the  general  church  as 
Executive  Director  of  Social  Networking 
for  United  Methodist  Publishing  House. 

The  clergy  and  laity  sessions  will  be 
held  on  Monday  morning  from  10  a.m.- 
noon  prior  to  the  “official”  opening  of 
Conference  session. 

The  theme  for  the  2007  Conference  ses¬ 
sion  continues  our  quadrennial  theme  of 
Grace  from  the  Wesleyan  Tradition.  The 
theme  will  highlight  the  “Means  of  Grace” 


as  taught  by  John  Wesley.  The  services  of 
worship  will  focus  on  these  principles. 

Petitions  may  be  presented  to  the 
Annual  Conference  session  for  considera¬ 
tion  by  the  Conference  members.  Petitions 
must  be  sent  to  the  Petitions  Committee  no 
later  than  seven  days  prior  to  the  beginning 
of  Conference.  The  2007  session  will  also 
provide  an  opportunity  to  present  petitions 
for  the  General  Conference  of  2008  from 
the  Conference. 

Special  offerings  will  be  collected  at  the 
Conference  session  with  two  of  these  offer¬ 
ings  to  benefit  our  world-wide  ministry  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  The  offer¬ 
ing  at  Sunday  night’s  service  will  be  given 
for  the  “Nothing  but  Nets”  initiative.  Funds 
will  be  used  to  purchase  treated  mosquito 
bed  nets  to  protect  people  from  contracting 
malaria.  The  cost  of  each  net  (including 
delivery)  is  $  1 0. 

The  second  offering  will  be  used  in  the 
fight  against  AIDS.  The  Global  Aids  proj¬ 
ect  was  established  to  provide  United 
Methodists  with  a  way  to  respond  to  this 
world  disaster.  Each  Annual  Conference 
has  been  asked  to  raise  an  amount  of  $  1 
per  member  to  assist  in  this  cause.  Each  of 
these  offerings  will  continue  as  Conference 
initiatives  throughout  the  coming  year. 

Parking  at  the  River  Center  will  be  at  a 
charge  of  $5  per  car  per  day.  The  two 
parking  garages  are  located  adjacent  to  the 
River  Center  complex,  off  Government 
Street.  You  may  go  in  and  out  of  the  lot  as 
needed  without  additional  charge  if  you 
keep  your  parking  ticket  available.  Please 
remember  that  additional  time  will  be 
needed  to  pay  for  the  parking  and  find  a 
space. 

Maijorie  Hewitt  Suchocki  will  serve  as 
Bible  Study  Leader  for  the  2007  La. 

Annual  Conference.  Suchocki  is  a  retired 
professor  of  Theology  and  is  the  former 
Academic  Dean  for  Wesley  Theology 
Seminary  in  Washington,  D.  C.  and  for 
Claremont  School  of  Theology.  Suchocki  is 
a  process  theologian  who  received  her  Ph. 
D.  from  Claremont  Graduate  University. 

The  author  of  many  books,  she  is  an 
internationally  renowned  speaker.  With  an 
interest  in  film  and  theology,  Suchocki  also 
serves  as  a  film  critic. 

Music  Leader  for  the  2007  session  will 
be  Cynthia  Wilson.  Cynthia  is  a  native  of 
Louisiana,  and  a  popular  musician  through¬ 
out  the  nation.  She  has  served  as  Music 
leader  in  previous  Conference  sessions. 
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Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church  held  a  reconsecration  service  in  its  restored  sanc¬ 
tuary  on  Palm  Sunday. The  New  Orleans  church  suffered  extensive  flood  damage  during 
Hurricane  Katrina  sustaining  five  feet  of  flood  water.  Cornerstone  member  Frank  Polk, 
above,  hugs  a  fellow  member  as  worshippers  gather  for  the  Palm  Sunday  celebration. 
Revs.  Jeff  Conner,  Becky  Conner  and  James  Haynes,  all  members  of  the  pastoral  team, 
sing  'God  Will  Make  a  Way'  during  the  service.  The  restored  sanctuary  was  filled  with 
joyful  worshippers  who  had  anticipated  the  re-opening  of  Cornerstone  UMC  for  the 
past  1 9  months. The  church  is  located  in  New  Orleans  East,  a  section  of  the  city  that  gov¬ 
ernment  leaders  are  strongly  supporting  for  re-development  in  the  wake  of  Katrina. 


Cornerstone  UMC  reconsecrates  on  Palm  Sunday 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Shouts  of  “Hosanna”  rang  out  on  Palm 
Sunday  during  the  re-consecration  service 
for  Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church 
in  New  Orleans. 

The  spacious  sanctuary,  now  smelling  of 
fresh  paint  and  lumber,  has  been  trans¬ 
formed  after  sustaining  five  feet  of  flood 
water  during  Hurricane  Katrina  in  August 
of 2005. 

Although  parts  of  the  church  complex 
are  still  in  a  state  of  repair — and  the  air 
conditioning  system  is  not  fully  functioning 
in  the  sanctuary — hundreds  of  joyful  wor¬ 
shippers  gathered  together  for  the  exuber¬ 
ant  service. 

“We  are  a  congregation  dedicated  to 
being  together,”  said  Frank  Polk, 
Cornerstone  member,  who  hugged  nearly 
everyone  who  entered  the  church  on  Palm 
Sunday.  “There  was  no  doubt  in  our  minds 
that  Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church 
would  be  back.” 

This  once  thriving  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  New  Orleans  East  area  is 
rebuilding  as  a  multi-cultural  church, 
designed  to  fit  the  needs  of  the  surrounding 
community.  “People  are  moving  back  to 
area  neighborhoods  slowly  but  steadily. 
Those  developments  close  to  Cornerstone 
UMC  are  drawing  diverse  populations,” 
said  Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  director  of  the 
Mission  Zone  for  the  La.  Annual 


Conference. 

Rev.  James  Haynes,  pastoral  team 
leader,  remarked  with  a  laugh  during  the 
Palm  Sunday  service,  “One  of  our  mem¬ 
bers  commented  on  the  many  different  col¬ 
ored  pews  that  were  donated  to  us  and  that 
now  grace  our  sanctuary.  I  told  him  that  I 
thought  it  was  only  appropriate  to  have  the 
diversity  since  we  are  a  multi-cultural 
church.  We  are  proud  that  we  are  a  church 
for  everyone!” 

Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church  is 
part  of  one  of  seven  Cooperative  Parishes 
located  in  what  has  been  termed  as  the  La. 
Conference  Mission  Zone — essentially,  the 
areas  of  the  state  that  suffered  the  greatest 
damage  from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

Thirty-eight  New  Orleans  area  churches 
have  been  divided  into  seven  Cooperative 
Parish  zones.  Each  zone  is  directed  by  a 
clergy  team,  headed  by  a  designated  team 
leader.  The  teams  relate  directly  to  the 
Mission  Zone  director. 

Each  team  works  together  to  develop 
creative  ways  to  bring  church  ministry  to 
the  areas  served  by  the  churches  in  the 
group.  “Together,  with  the  leadership  of  the 
Mission  Zone  Director,  the  District 
Superintendent  and  the  Cabinet,  the  teams 
eventually  make  recommendations  on  the 
direction  churches  should  go.  Under  this 
plan,  every  church  has  the  opportunity  to 
determine  its  future,”  said  Bishop  William 


W.  Hutchinson,  Episcopal  leader  for  the 
Louisiana  area. 

As  Mission  Zone  Director,  Rev.  Orphe 
asks  each  church  to  discern  through  prayer 
what  their  role  would  be  in  a  city  that  is  in 
the  process  of  rebuilding.  “Months  ago,  the 
people  of  Cornerstone  UMC  indicated  that 
they  were  looking  forward  to  returning. 
They  felt  that  the  location  of  their  building 
and  the  ministry  they  could  provide  to  this 
area  were  the  tools  for  Cornerstone  to  serve 
as  a  ‘beacon  of  light’  in  their  community.  A 
community  that  needs  to  gather  to  gain 
spiritual  and  physical  resources  during  the 
long  journey  home,”  said  Orphe. 

Rev.  Haynes  knew  that  Cornerstone’s 
return  was  vital  to  the  recovery  of  New 
Orleans  East.  “This  was  the  only  United 
Methodist  presence  in  the  area.” 

Projecting  population  return  is  a  critical 
step  in  the  process  when  discerning  which 
churches  are  ready  to  come  back.  “I  was 
gratified  to  see  that  the  week  Cornerstone 
UMC  reopened,  the  city  published  its  long- 
range  plan  for  re-development  in  the  Times 
Picayune.  It  emphasized  that  New  Orleans 
East  is  identified  as  an  area  that  can  realis¬ 
tically  come  back.” 

Those  who  have  been  involved  in  the 
“resurrection”  of  Cornerstone  UMC  are 
quick  to  thank  those  who  have  helped  in 
the  process.  “We  would  never  have  been 
able  to  come  back  without  the  help  of  work 


teams  who  did  the  gutting,  cleaning,  paint¬ 
ing,  and  more.  Also,  support  through  the 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal  is  a  vital 
component,”  added  Orphe. 

She  adds  that  the  decision  for  a  church 
to  come  back  is  not  an  easy  one  because 
the  work  is  hard.  “In  our  post-Katrina 
world,  churches  must  do  what  they  did 
before,  plus  more.  They  must  be  available 
to  people  living  in  the  area  who  work  at 
jobs  all  day,  then  come  home  in  the 
evening  and  continue  to  work  on  their 
homes  that  were  damaged  by  the  storm. 

The  church  is  the  place  where  they  can 
come  and  rest,  network  and  step  out  from 
the  drudgery  of  hard  work.  We  must  be  that 
sanctuary  where  exhausted  and  suffering 
people  can  come  to  find  resources  for  the 
building  of  their  spiritual  and  community 
lives.” 

Orphe  pointed  out  that  although  “every¬ 
body  wants  to  come  back,”  not  every 
church  will  be  able  to.  “Churches  must 
have  the  people,  the  finances  and  the  lead¬ 
ership  to  sustain  themselves  in  the  future. 
We  don’t  want  churches  to  just  survive,  we 
want  churches  to  thrive.” 

She  added  that  along  with  the  hard  work 
come  big  payoffs.  “It’s  exciting  to  be  here 
in  the  midst  of  the  rebuilding.  God  is  doing 
a  new  thing  here!  Everyone  needs  to  keep 
watching  the  Louisiana  Mission  Zone.” 
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Directory  of  Conference  Boards  &  Agencies 

Monday,  June  4 

Commission  on  Equitable  Compensation 

8:00  -  9:30 

Conference  Office  Bldg 

Council  on  Finance  &  Administration  (CFA) 

8:00  -  9:00 

RiverCenter  Room  1 

Board  of  Pension 

9:00  - 1 0:00 

RiverCenter  Room  2 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 

8:00  -  9:30 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

Board  of  Church  &  Society 

8:00  -  9:30 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

Board  of  Global  Ministries 

8:30-10:00 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

Board  of  Trustees  \ 

8:00  -  9:30 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

Board  of  Discipleship 

8:00  -  9:30 

RiverCenter  Room  8 

Board  of  Christian  Unity 

8:00  -  9:30 

Conference  Office  Bldg 

COSROW 

8:30  -  9:30 

Conference  Office  Bldg 

Commission  on  Archives  &  History 

9:00  -  9:45 

Wesley  UMC  -  Upstairs 

Commission  on  Religion  &  Race 

8:30-  9:30 

Wesley  UMC  -  Upstairs 

ANNUAL  CONFERENCE  MEAL  SCHEDULE 

MONDAY,  JUNE  4 

7:00  a.m. 

Fourth  Day  Breakfast 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

1:30-3:30  p.m. 

Clergy  spouse  social 

RiverCenter  -  River  View  Room 

12:00  Noon 

COSROW 

RiverCenter  Room  1 

12:00  Noon 

Centenary  Lunch 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

12:00  Noon 

Special  Appt  to  Ext.  Ministers 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

12:00  Noon 

Order  of  St.  Luke 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

12:00  Noon 

BMCR  Lunch 

Wesley  UMC 

5:30  p.m. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

5:30  p.m. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

5:30  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

5:30  p.m. 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  1 

5:30  p.m. 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

5:30  p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 

Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  7 

5:30  p.m. 

Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  5 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

City  Club 

12:00  Noon 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

12:00  Noon 

UMM  Luncheon 

RiverCenter  Room  7 

1 2:00  Noon 

W.T.  Flandy  Luncheon 

Camphor  UMC 

12:00  Noon 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  6 

7:00  a.m. 

Chritian  Unity  &  Interreligions 

Concerns 

TBA 

12:00  Noon 

Award's  Banquet 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Bishops  urge  April  25 
'Nothing  but  Nets' 
Services 

HOUSTON  -  United  Methodist  bishops 
are  putting  their  wallets  to  work  in  the 
fight  to  save  lives  by  preventing  malaria  in 
Africa. 

Bishop  Janice  Riggle  Huie,  president  of 
the  denomination’s  Council  of  Bishops,  is 
urging  United  Methodists  and  persons  of 
good  will  to  skip  lunch  on  Africa  Malaria 
Day,  April  25,  and  use  their  lunch  money 
to  buy  a  lifesaving  bed  net. 

“Malaria  kills  a  child  every  30  seconds 
in  Africa,”  the  Houston-based  Huie  said. 
“Bed  nets  are  the  most  cost-effective  way 
to  protect  children  from  the  mosquitoes 
who  carry  this  killer  disease. 

“This  is  an  easy,  tangible  way  to  make  a 
difference.  Join  me.  I’m  going  to  skip 
lunch  and  donate  $10  to  send  a  bed  net,” 
Huie  said.  “Skip  a  lunch.  Send  a  net.  Save 
a  life.” 

The  people  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  a  founding  partner  in  the 
Nothing  But  Nets  campaign.  Other 
founding  partners  include  the  United 
Nations  Foundation,  the  National 
Basketball  Association’s  NBA  Cares,  and 
Sports  Illustrated. 

Huie  encouraged  local  churches  to  join 
this  effort  by  holding  a  lunchtime  worship 
service  focusing  on  malaria  on  April  25. 
Rather  than  eating  lunch,  persons  can 
donate  $10  to  buy  a  bed  net.  Every  dollar 
given  to  the  initiative  is  used  to  purchase 
and  distribute  bed  nets  for  children  in 
Africa.  Downloadable  resources  including 
suggestions  about  how  churches  can  get 
involved,  graphics,  and  worship  materials 
will  be  available  at  www. UMC.org/nets  on 
or  before  March  20. 

Each  $  1 0  donation  will  pay  for  the  pur¬ 
chase  and  distribution  of  an  insecticide- 
treated  bed  net  to  a  family  in  Africa,  as 
well  as  education  about  its  use.  A  chal¬ 
lenge  grant  from  the  Bill  and  Melinda 
Gates  Foundation  will  match  contributions 
dollar  for  dollar  up  to  $3  million. 

“Nothing  But  Nets  is  a  visible  part  of 
our  long-term  commitment  to  eliminate 
malaria,”  Huie  said.  “Providing  compre¬ 
hensive  health  care  to  the  developing 
nations  of  Africa  is  a  long,  difficult 
process.  It  will  need  to  continue  for  gener¬ 
ations.” 

April  25  has  been  designated  as  Africa 
Malaria  Day,  and  for  the  first  time 
President  George  W.  Bush  has  proclaimed 
the  day  as  Malaria  Awareness  Day  in  the 
United  States. 

United  Methodist  bishops  endorsed  the 
Nothing  But  Nets  initiative  while  meeting 
in  Mozambique,  East  Africa  last  year. 

“As  bishops,  we  have  a  special  place  in 
our  hearts  for  the  children  of  Africa,”  Huie 
said.  “We  are  committed  to  doing  every¬ 
thing  we  can  to  save  lives  while  making 
disciples  of  Jesus  Christ  in  Africa.”  United 
Methodists  have  been  in  mission  in  Africa 
for  more  than  160  years,  operating  hospi¬ 
tals,  clinics,  schools  and  mission  centers. 

To  learn  how  to  make  a  donation,  visit 
www.nothingbutnets.net  or 
www.UMC.org/nets  . 
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Childcare  Annual  Conference  2007 
Children  3  months — 6th  grade 

Monday,  June  4, 7:30  am — 5:30  pm 
Tuesday,  June  5,  8:00  am — 5:00  pm 
Wednesday,  June  6,  8:00  am — 3:30  pm 

First  United  Methodist  Church 
930  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


3  months — Kindergarten 

1st — 6th  grade 

Age  appropriate  activities,  movie 

New  this  vear:  Zoo  trip. 

time,  lunch  and  snacks  provided. 

Louisiana  Art  &  Science  Museum, 
and  Special  Mission  Opportunity. 
Lunch  &  snacks  provided. 

Pre- registration  is  necessary  for  proper  supervision. 
Pre-registration  Deadline:  Monday,  May  14, 2007 


Name: _ 

Birthdate: 


Childcare  Annual  Conference  2007 
Pre-registration  Form 
(Include  separate  forms  for  each  child.) 
_  Boy  /  Girl 


Age: 


Grade  Completed  by  June  2007: 


Special  information  (allergies,  health,  etc.): 


Parents’  Names:_ 
Mailing  Address: 


_  (C). 


Phone:  (H) _ 

Fees:  $30.00  (first  child)  plus  $20.00  per  each  additional  child. 

Childcare  rates  for  individual  sessions  available  upon  request.  Contact 
Charlotte  Napper  at  924-6269. 

Please  make  checks  payable  to  Broadmoor  UMC  and  mail  with  form  to 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  10230  Mollylea  Dr,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70815. 

!  Nursery  Care  provided  on  Sunday,  IMonday  and  Tuesday  evenings  fiom 
[  6;oo — 9:00  PM  during  worship  services.  For  additional  information 
1  contact  Rebecca  Mitchell  at  383-4777. 


CHILDCARE  WILL  NOT  BE  PROVIDED  AT  THE  RIVERCENTER 


Carolyn  Marshall  to  address  Laity  session 


Takin'  It  To  The  Streets 

Abbeville  Area 
Aug.  17-19 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  Event  Director 
Host  Church:  First  UMC  in  Abbeville 

Lake  Charles  Area 
Aug.  24-26 

John  Bergstedt,  Event  Director 
Host  Church:  First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

New  Orleans  Area 
Sept.  7-9 

John  Butterfield,  Event  Director 
Host  Church:  St.  Matthews  UMC  in 
Metairie 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  and  the 
Louisiana  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  are 
co-sponsoring  three  “Takin'  It  To  The 
Streets"  events  in  New  Orleans,  Lake 
Charles  and  Abbeville.These  events  will 
present  additional  opportunities  for 
volunteers  to  muck  out  storm  damaged 
homes  and  participate  in  rebuilding 
efforts  in  storm  damaged  areas. 
Participants  may  register  through  the 
La.  Disaster  Recovery  web  site,  accessible 
through  the  Conference  home  page  at 
www.la-umc.org.  Click  on  "Takin'  It  To  The 
Streets'"  on  the  left  hand  menu  to  access 
registration  and  additional  information 
on  this  event. 

ATTENTION! 

SINGLES  MINISTRY 

Does  your  church  have  an  active 
Single's  Ministry? 

Would  you  like  to  know  about  upcoming 
Conference-wide 
Single's  Ministry  opportunities? 

Please  contact: 

For  Baton  Rouge,  Alexandria  and  Monroe 
Districts 

Walter  Weiss,  225.978.5004, 
wrweiss@cox.net 

For  Lake  Charles,  Acadiana,  New  Orleans 
and  Shreveport  Districts 
Kemper  Smith,  337.536.6464, 
kemper@apgwireless.com 

A  new  Conference  Single's  Ministry  Work 
Area  has  been  formed.  Conference  events 
are  being  planned.  We'd  like  to  make  you 
aware  of  these  events  and  help  you 
promote  your  own. 

Caney  Centre  seeking 
summer  program  staff 

Caney  Conference  Centre’  is  looking  to 
hire  Paid  Summer  Program  Staff.  These 
staff  members  will  be  responsible  for  cabin 
counseling,  leading  small  group  discus¬ 
sion,  life  guarding  (training  to  be  done 
onsite),  helping  with  games  and  worship, 
as  well  as  many  other  tasks  involved  in 
running  the  camp.  It  is  a  wonderful  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  shape  lives  and  commune  with 
God  in  a  beautiful  setting  during  our  sum¬ 
mer  camping  season.  If  interested  please 
visit  our  website  at  www.caneycamp.com 
For  more  details  or  call  Liz  Bridges, 
Program  Director,  at  (318)  377-6756. 


Carolyn  Marshall,  secretary  of  General 
Conference  for  four  quadrennia,  will  serve 
as  keynote  speaker  for  this  year’s  Laity 
Session.  The  position  of  secretary  is  the 
only  elected  position  for  The  United 
Methodist  Church’s  top  decision-making 
body. 

Marshall  fulfilled  her  duties  as  secretary 
of  General  Conference  while  maintaining 
her  full-time  job  as  executive  director  of 
Lucille  Raines  Residence,  an  Indianapolis- 
based  continuing  care  center  for  people 
over  the  age  of  18  years  who  have  com¬ 


pleted  substance-abuse  rehabilitation  pro¬ 
grams. 

Currently  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women  at  the  Veedersburg  church  where 
she  is  a  member,  Marshall  was  president  of 
the  Women’s  Division  from  1984  to  1988. 
She  also  was  president  of  the  North  Central 
Jurisdiction  core-planning  group  of  United 
Methodist  Women  form  1980  to  1984  and 
conference  president  of  United  Methodist 
Women  from  1976  to  1980.  She  served  the 
South  Indiana  Conference  as  a  conference 
lay  leader  from  1988  to  1996. 


Did  you  know... 

In  case  you  haven’t  already  heard, 
the  Nothing  But  Nets  campaign  will  be 
featured  on  American  Idol  on  April  24 
and  25  (Malaria  Awareness  Day).  A 
special  television  event — “Idol  Gives 
Back” — seeks  to  increase  awareness 
and  raise  funds  for  organizations  that 
provide  assistance  to  children  living  in 
poverty  in  the  U.S.  and  Africa.  We 
anticipate  this  national  exposure  will 
greatly  increase  public  awareness  of 
the  campaign. 


APRIL  13,2007 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW 


7 


2007  Annual  Conference  Meals 


Candler  Club  dinner  to  be  held  June  4 


Editor's  Note:  The  times  for  conference  meals  have  been  provided  below.  If  the  time  is  not 
mentioned,  the  event  begins  at  noon. 

Cursillo  breakfast  slated  for  June  4 


All  Fourth  Day  Community  lay  and 
clergy  delegates  are  invited  to  the  Fourth 
Day  Breakfast  at  Annual  Conference  on 
Monday,  June  4  from  7-9  a.m.  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. 

The  meal  will  be  held  in  the  gymnasi- 

COSROW  luncheon 

The  annual  luncheon  for  the 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women  (COSROW)  will  be  held  at  noon 
on  Monday,  June  4  in  Rooms  #1  and  #2  of 
the  River  Center. 

The  keynote  speaker  for  the  luncheon 
will  be  Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  director  of 
the  Louisiana  Mission  Zone. 


Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal 
will  have  its  annual  gathering  at  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
on  Monday,  June  4  at  noon.  Lunch  will  be 
served. 


um,  and  there  is  no  cost  to  attend. 

Those  who  have  participated  in 
Cursillo,  Emmaus,  Flappening,  Chrysalis, 
Epiphany,  Kairos  and  Kairos  Outside  are 
invited  to  attend. 


to  be  held  June  4 

The  cost  of  the  luncheon  is  $12.  A 
check  and  a  request  for  and  reservations 
can  be  sent  to  Rev.  Linda  Shepherd,  903 
Broadway,  Minden,  LA  71055  or  by  email¬ 
ing  fumcminden@yahoo.com 

Pre-registration  is  required  for  the 
luncheon,  and  must  be  received  by  May 
31,2007. 


Cost  of  the  ticket  is  $10. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  at  Pre- 
Conference  Meetings  or  by  calling  Charles 
Hill  at  (985)  447-4808,  or  emailing  him  at 
Hillstny@aol.com 


The  alumni  of  Candler  School  of 
Theology  will  gather  for  their  annual  meal 
Monday,  June  4  at  5:30  p.m.  in  Room  #5 
of  the  River  Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Cost  is  $15  per  person. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  by  contacting 


Gammon  Alumni  Fellowship  will  hold 
its  annual  dinner  Monday,  June  4  at  5:30 
p.m.  in  the  River  Center. 

Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough  will  serve  as  this 
year's  guest  speaker. 

Cost  of  the  meal  is  $40. 

Laity  Breakfast  to 

The  Board  of  Laity  will  host  its  annual 
breakfast  on  Tuesday,  June  5  from  7-8  a.m. 
at  the  City  Club  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Dr.  Carolyn 
Marshall,  former  Secretary  of  General 
Conference. 


Rev.  Frances  J.  Hooton  at  (3 1 8)  256-3632 
or  emailing  revshoot2@bellsouth.net  no 
later  than  May  28. 

Her  address  is  FUMC  Many,  P.  O.  Box 
1210,  Many,  LA  71449. 


Tickets  are  not  needed,  but  you  must 
R.S.V.P.  to  James  Graham  at  jgra- 
ham993@aol.com 

Pay  at  the  door  or  mail  your  payment  to 
Gammon  Alumni  Fellowship,  P.  O.  Box 
193,  Denham  Springs,  LA  70727. 


Cost  is  $15  per  person. 

Tickets  may  be  obtained  through 
District  Lay  Leaders  and  Sarah  Kreutziger, 
(504)  840-6555  or  skreut@tulane.edu 
Seating  is  limited. 


W.T.  Handy  luncheon  set  for  June  5 


Black  Methodists  luncheon  set  June  4 


Gammon  alumni  dinner  slated  June  4 


be  held  June  5 


Centenary  alumni  luncheon  set  June  4 


Centenary  College  alumni  are  invited  to 
a  luncheon  on  Monday,  June  4  at  noon  in 
Room  #3  of  the  River  Center. 

Cost  is  $12  per  person.  There  is  no 
physical  ticket,  but  reservations  must  be 
made  by  May  25. 

To  obtain  more  infonnation  or  to  make 
your  pre-paid  reservation  for  the  luncheon 


contact:  Office  of  Alumni  Relations, 
Centenary  College  of  La.,  Attn:  Annual 
Conference  Lunch,  2911  Centenary  Blvd., 
Shreveport,  LA  71 104. 

You  may  also  contact  the  alumni  office 
at  alumni@centenary.edu  or  call  David 
Henington  at  (800)  259-6447. 


Duke  alumni  dinner  to  be  held  June  4 


The  Duke  Alumni  dinner  is  scheduled 
for  Monday,  June  4  at  5  p.m.,  just  prior  to 
the  Ordination  Service,  in  Room  4  at  the 
River  Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 

A  representative  from  Duke  will  serve 
as  guest  speaker. 


Cost  is  $15  per  person. 

Invitation  letters  will  be  sent  to  alumni 
from  Duke  University,  Divinity  School. 

Call  Rev.  Joseph  Awotwi  at  (225)  357- 
6150  for  more  information. 


Garrett  Seminary  dinner  slated  June  4 


Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 
Seminary's  alumni  dinner  will  be  held  at 
5:30  p.m.  Monday,  June  4  at  the  River 
Center  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Cost  is  $15,  and  tickets  are  needed  to 


attend. 

For  more  infonnation,  contact  Heather 
Leyland  at  (337)  499-7197  or  email 
heather2hmumc@bellsouth.net 


St.  Paul  alumni  dinner  slated  for  June  4 


The  St.  Paul  School  of  Theology 
Alumni  will  meet  for  dinner  Monday,  June 
4  at  5  p.m.  in  Room  #3  of  the  River  Center 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

A  representative  from  St.  Paul  School  of 
Theology  will  serve  as  keynote  speaker  for 
the  event. 


Cost  is  $15. 

An  R.S.V.P  is  needed,  but  no  physical 
ticket  is  required.  Contact  Rev.  Shannon 
DeLaureal  at  (225)  344-0343  or  email 
shannon@universitymethodist.org 


■■■■■■■■■■■ 


The  W.  T.  Handy  Luncheon  will  be  held 
at  noon  on  Tuesday,  June  5  at  Camphor 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough  will  serve  as 
guest  speaker  for  the  event. 

UM  Men  luncheon 

The  La.  Conference  United  Methodist 
Men  will  host  their  annual  luncheon  on 
Tuesday,  June  5  in  the  River  Center. 

Tickets  can  be  obtained  from  any  local 


Cost  of  the  meal  is  $12  per  person. 
\Tickets  can  be  purchased  from  Rev. 
Alonzo  Campbell  or  Cindy  Scott  by  calling 
(225)  664-7070  or  emailing 
robumc@yahoo  .com 

slated  for  June  5 

United  Methodist  Men’s  unit  or  from  Joe 
Kelley  at  (225)  721-0423  or 
joekelley@bsf.net 


Local  Pastors  dinner  slated  for  June  5 


The  Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors  will 
share  a  meal  Tuesday,  June  5  at  5:30  p.m. 
at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Cost  is  $10  per  person. 


Ticket  reservations  must  be  made  by 
contacting  Pam  Roy  at  (318)  649-7188  or 
emailing  pastorpr@bellsouth.net  Those 
attending  will  pay  at  the  door. 


Awards  Luncheon  scheduled  for  June  6 


The  Annual  Awards  Luncheon  will  be 
held  Wednesday,  June  6  at  First  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  at  noon. 

Cost  of  the  salad  luncheon  is  $10. 
Send  ticket  request  to:  Carolyn  Dove, 
102  Turner  Lane,  Many,  LA  71449. 


Make  checks  out  to:  La.  Annual 
Conference  and  mark  it  "Award's 
Luncheon." 

For  more  infonnation,  contact  Carolyn 
at  catdove@hughes.net  or  call  (318)  590- 
2989. 
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Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop 

A  total  of  507  confirmands  attended  Confirmation  Day  with  the  Bishop  on  March  24  at 
The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La.  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  spoke  on  the  theme 
"We  are  a  Means  People,"  emphasizing  that  United  Methodist  Christians  have  many 
"means"  or  ways  to  make  disciples  for  Jesus  Christ. 

Over  1 20  Boy  and  Girls  Scouts  and  adult  leaders  participated  in  the  God  and  Country 
weekend  at  The  Wesley  Center,  that  ran  parallel  with  the  Bishop's  yearly  event.  This  is 
the  third  year  for  the  campout,  which  allows  Scouts  the  opportunity  to  work  on  reli¬ 
gious  merit  badges. 


May  28th  deadline  set  by  Petition  Committee 


BY  REV.  DON  COTTRILL,  PROVOST 

Any  member  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  or  any  organization 
in  the  Church  is  eligible  to  petition  the 
Annual  Conference  and  the  General 
Conference.  Since  the  General 
Conference  meets  beginning  at  the  end 
of  April  and  into  May  of  2008,  this 
Conference  session  is  the  last  time  the 
Louisiana  Annaul  Conference  as  a 
body  will  have  time  to  offer  petitions 
for  the  2008  General  Conference. 

The  “Instructions  for  Petitions  to 
the  2008  General  Conference:  The 
United  Methodist  Church”  can  be 
accessed  by  visiting  the  Louisiana 
Conference  website  at  www.la- 
umc.oig 

Those  who  wish  may  send  petitions 
to  present  to  either  the  Louisiana 
Conference  only,  or  to  the  2008 
General  Conference  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference  to  the  chairper¬ 
son  of  the  Committee  on  Petitions, 
Rev.  John  Deschner,  North  Highlands 
United  Methodist  Church,  9 1 3 
Candler,  Shreveport,  LA  71 107  by  no 
later  than  May  26,  2007.  Petitions 


directly  to  the  General  Conference  may 
be  sent  to  the  Petitions  Secretary  (listed 
in  the  information  found  on  the  web¬ 
site  for  General  Conference  Petitions) 
between  May  1 ,  2007  and  Oct.  26, 
2007. 

Conference  Rules 

Article  I:  General  Rules  for  the 
Conference 

G.  Committee  on  Petitions 

Any  petitions,  proposed  by  an  indi¬ 
vidual  member  or  a  duly  elected  body 
of  the  local  church  or  a  district,  shall 
first  be  presented  to  the  Committee  on 
Petitions,  no  later  than  seven  (7)  days 
prior  to  the  opening  session  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  The  committee 
shall  meet  to  review  all  petitions  to  it 
and  assign  them  to  the  proper  body  for 
consideration  by  such  body  when  it 
meets  on  the  opening  day  of  the 
Annual  Conference.  Each  body  to 
which  a  petition  is  thus  assigned  shall 
make  recommendation  for  concurrence 
or  non-concurrence  therewith  when  it 
makes  its  report  to  the  Conference. 


Sojurner  Truth  award 
nominations  sought 

Nominations  are  now  being  accepted 
for  the  Sojourner  Truth  Award  given  annu¬ 
ally  by  the  Louisiana  Commission  on  the 
Status  and  Role  of  Women  (COSROW). 
The  aw'ard  will  be  presented  at  the 
Commission’s  annual  luncheon  held  dur¬ 
ing  annual  conference. 

The  Sojourner  Truth  Award  recognizes 
a  United  Methodist  woman  who  has  advo¬ 
cated  for  social  justice  in  the  church  and 
community  in  the  spirit  of  Sojourner  Truth, 
a  freed  slave  who  broke  barriers  for  many 
in  the  area  of  human  rights.  Nominations 
will  be  rated  in  the  areas  of  service  to  oth¬ 
ers,  peace  and  justice  activities,  strong  faith 
and  Christian  commitment,  and  advocacy 
for  others,  especially  where  there  are 
inequities  for  certain  groups. 

Letters  of  nomination  should  describe 
the  nominee’s  accomplishments  and  contri¬ 
butions  that  make  her  worthy  of  this  honor, 
and  should  include  the  nominee’s  address 
and  telephone  number.  Nominations  can 
be  sent  to:  Sojourner  Truth  Award,  c/o  Eva 
Baham,  1639  Eastwood  Drive,  Slidell  LA, 
70458,  or  emailed  to:  esbaham@i-55.com 
no  later  than  April  30th,  2007. 


Correction 

Due  to  a  technical  error,  the  March 
23  edition  of  Louisiana  Now!  listed 
biographical  information  for  Rev.  Jerry 
Hilbun  incorrectly.  His  correct  appoint¬ 
ments  were:  Bartlett  UMC  in  Memphis, 
Assoc.  Pastor;  University  of  Tennessee, 
Interfaith  Director;  First  UMC, 
Shreveport,  Youth  and  College 
Ministries;  Christ  UMC,  Shreveport, 
Assoc.  Pastor;  Asbury  UMC,  Bossier 
City,  Founding  Pastor;  and  First  UMC, 
Slidell,  Pastor. 


IRA  Rollover  Gifts 
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Charitable  Giving  Through 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts 

Congress  recently 
changed  the  rules  for 
charitable  gifts  made 
from  IRAs.  If  you  are 
over  age  70  Vi ,  the 
Federal  government  now 
permits  you  to  rollover 
amounts  from  your  IRA 
to  charity  without  tax, 
through  2007. 


(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 
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UMCOR  Sager  Brown  Depot  celebrates  140  years  of  ministry 

..  .  _  • 1  a. ~  «  Liiil/fmac  onn 


BY  SUSAN  J.MEISTER 

This  year  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  cele¬ 
brates  the  140th  anniversary  of  the  wide- 
ranging  ministry  that  has  taken  place  on  the 
campus.  The  United  Methodist  connection 
is  invited  to  participate  in  this  important 
anniversary  by  continued  prayer  for  the 


work  of  UMCOR  and  by  collecting  sup¬ 
plies  to  send  to  the  Depot. 

A  local  celebration  and  Open  House 
was  held  on  Saturday,  April  21  in  Baldwin, 
La.  A  special  invitation  was  issued  to  for¬ 
mer  students  of  the  Sager  Brown  Home 
and  Godman  School.  Visitors  and  guests 


were  invited  to  tour  the  buildings  and 
Depot,  and  visit  with  UMCOR  Sager 
Brown  staff.  Staff  and  children  of  the 
newly  opened  Boys  &  Girls  Club,  Baldwin 
unit,  was  also  be  on  hand. 

See  Sager  Brown,  page  7 


One  church's  calling  cards 


Children  from  St. Timothy  on  the  North  Shore  United  Methodist  Church  of  Mandeville,  La.,  display  handmade  greeting  cards 
being  sent  to  military  personnel  deployed  to  Iraq. The  church  raised  more  than  $10,000  in  March  to  purchase  2,140  phone 
cards--almost  triple  its  original  goal--so  military  families  can  stay  in  touch  with  their  loved  ones  overseas. The  United  Methodist 
Endorsing  Agency  of  the  Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry  started  the  phone  card  campaign  on  Veterans  Day  2003.  A 
UMNS  photo  by  Bill  Householder. 

Church  campaign  sends  phone  cards  to  soldiers 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

A  United  Methodist  church  more  than 
7,000  miles  from  the  Middle  East  has 
shortened  the  distance  for  U.S.  soldiers 
there  to  call  home  and  speak  with  loved 
ones  in  the  United  States. 

St.  Timothy  on  the  North  Shore 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Mandeville, 
La.,  collected  $10,700  during  a  church¬ 
wide  campaign  in  March  that  will  pur¬ 
chase  2,140  phone  cards  -  almost  triple 
its  original  goal. 

Meanwhile,  the  children  of  the  church 
made  hundreds  of  greeting  cards  to  send 


to  United  Methodist  military  chaplains 
for  distribution  to  service  members,  along 
with  the  phone  cards. 

“This  church  has  always  been  very 
supportive  of  our  troops,”  said  the  Rev. 
Scott  Adams,  executive  pastor  at  St. 
Timothy  and  an  Air  Force  reserve  chap¬ 
lain. 

“For  service  members,  being  able  to 
call  your  family  is  a  huge  thing.  It  can 
make  a  world  of  difference  in  morale.” 

The  United  Methodist  Endorsing 
Agency  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry  started  the  phone 
card  campaign  on  Veterans  Day  2003  to 


pay  for  long-distance  telephone  minutes 
to  help  military  families  stay  in  touch 
with  each  other. 

United  Methodist  Communications 
teamed  with  the  endorsing  agency  in 
2004  to  design  special  phone  cards  fea¬ 
turing  the  United  Methodist  cross  and 
flame  and  the  message  “Open  hearts. 
Open  minds.  Open  doors.  The  people  of 
the  United  Methodist  Church.” 

When  soldiers  use  the  cards,  they  hear 
a  recorded  prayer:  “The  people  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  are  praying  for 
your  safety  and  sense  of  peace.  Our 
See  Phone  cards,  page  7 
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Harvest  of  Hope  sets  training  event 


Harvest  of  Hope  is  a  wonderful  mission 
experience  that  involves  gleaning  for  local 
food  banks,  learning  about  hunger  and 
poverty,  and  sharing  worship  and  fellow¬ 
ship  with  fellow  Christians.  HOH  has  been 
a  successful  program  of  the  Society  of  St. 
Andrew  since  1985.  Spots  are  still  avail¬ 
able  in  the  July  1-7,  2007  event,  to  be  held 
at  Wood  Institute  in  Mathiston,  Miss. 

St. Timothy  UMC  i 

St.  Timothy  on  the  Northshore  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Mandeville,  La.  will 
host  “Revelation”  as  told  by  actor  Marquis 
Laughlin  on  Sunday,  May  6  from  1:30-4 
p.m.  in  the  church  sanctuary. 

Laughlin  shares  the  Apostle  John’s 
vision  of  the  future  through  this  dramatic 
presentation,  advertised  as  an  opportunity 
for  the  audience  to  “Come  witness  the  fate 
of  the  world  . . 

Laughlin ’s  one-man  shows  have  been 
presented  all  over  the  world.  Recent  works 


Groups  as  small  as  five  or  as  big  as  25  are 
welcome.  Tuition  is  $185  per  person, 
which  covers  lodging,  meals,  and  supplies. 
The  event  is  at  Wood  Institute  in 
Mathiston,  MS  July  1-7,  2007.  Contact 
Lauren  Holcomb  at 
sosahoh@endhunger.org  or  (800)  333- 
4597.  Reservations  must  be  made  by  April 
30. 

7  host  production 

include  Mark’s  Gospel  at  the  Fomm  of 
Trajan  in  Rome  Italy,  and  John’s  Gospel  at 
the  Hampton  Court  Mid-Summer  Festival 
in  Hereford  England. 

Lunch  will  be  provided  from  12:30  - 
1:15  p.m.,  by  reservation  only.  Donations 
will  be  welcome. 

For  reservations  and  more  information 
contact  Lylln  Guth  Brinkman,  director  of 
Adult  Education  and  Evangelism  at 
(985)626-3307(ext.  107)byTues.,  May  1. 


You  are  invited  to  Tour  the  Holy  Land 


Bishop  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson  invite  you 
to  join  them  on  a  tour  of  the  Holy  Land 
from  January  15-24,  2008.  All  members 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference  are  invited  to 
be  a  part  of  this  educational  and  spiritual 
pilgrimage.  The  tour  will  include  visits  to 
such  sites  as  The  Galilee,  Nazareth, 
Megiddo  and  Caesarea,  Jericho,  Bethlehem 
and  Jerusalem.  There  will  be  worship 
experiences  as  well  as  lectures  at  the  vari¬ 
ous  historic  sites  of  our  Christian  faith  as 
we  walk  in  the  footsteps  of  our  Lord  Jesus. 

Persons  interested  in  finding  out  more 
information  about  this  exciting  tour  may 
visit  the  conference  website,  www.la- 
umc.org,  to  download  a  brochure  and  a 
registration  form.  The  following  schedule 


identifies  the  dates,  times  and  locations  of 
the  conversations  in  each  district. 
Information  on  tour  host  costs  and  credits 
are  available.  It  is  possible  for  pastors  and 
spouses  to  travel  as  tour  hosts  with  little 
personal  costs  if  they  host  a  group. 

The  experience  of  traveling  with  Bishop 
and  Mrs.  Hutchinson,  local  church  friends 
and  Louisiana  Conference  members  pro¬ 
vides  a  life-time  connection  along  with  the 
spiritual  blessing  of  the  Holy  Land  itself. 

Brochures  are  available.  The  basic  tour 
cost  from  New  York  is  $  1 ,798  per  person 
(plus  tax,  tips,  and  other  expenses) 
Additional  flight  costs  range  from  $248  to 
$348  depending  on  the  departure  site. 


Annual  Conference  Ministry  Fair  set 


Clergy  and  laity  attending  the  2007 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  have  the 
opportunity  to  attend  a  “Ministry  Fair”  fea¬ 
turing  presentations  on  various  areas  of 
ministry  resourced  through  Conference 
staff  and  the  Conference  Ministry  Team. 

This  year’s  annual  conference  is  being 
held  June  3-6  at  the  River  Center  in  Baton 
Rouge. 

Members  of  the  conference  will  attend 
one  of  nine  breakout  sessions  Tuesday, 

June  5  in  the  afternoon  as  part  of  the  time 
devoted  to  the  Conference  Ministry  Team 
report. 

“Each  person  participating  in  confer¬ 
ence  will  choose  to  attend  one  of  the  break¬ 
out  sessions.  The  sessions  will  be  happen¬ 
ing  at  the  same  time  and  will  last  approxi¬ 
mately  30  minutes  each.  We  encourage 
clergy  and  laity  from  each  local  church 
represented  at  annual  conference  to  send 
one  or  more  of  their  delegates  to  as  many 
of  the  breakout  sessions  as  they  are  inter¬ 
ested  in,”  said  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost. 

The  areas  of  ministry  featured  in  the 
breakout  sessions  include  Nurturing  the 
Call  to  Ministry,  Christian  Education, 
Church  Transformation,  Communications, 
Higher  Education  and  The  Wesley 
Foundation,  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 


Mission,  Multi-Cultural  Ministries, 
Spiritual  Formation,  and  Youth  Ministries. 

Presenters  will  share  the  latest  informa¬ 
tion  and  resources  on  the  ministries  listed 
above  with  an  emphasis  on  developing 
those  ministries  to  “Raise  Up  Spiritual 
Leaders  in  Order  to  Make  Disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ,”  the  mission  of  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference. 

“It  is  our  hope  that  this  hands-on 
approach  to  sharing  resource  information 
will  give  local  churches  something  useful 
that  they  can  carry  home  to  the  congrega¬ 
tion,”  added  Cottrill. 

The  room  numbers  assigned  to  the 
breakout  sessions  are  as  follows: 

Board  of  Ordained  Ministry,  Room  #4 
Christian  Education,  Room  #5 
Church  Transformation,  Room  #2 
Communications,  Room  #1 
Higher  Education/Wesley,  Riverview 
Room 

La.  Volunteers  in  Mission,  Room  #8 
Multi-Cultural  Ministries,  Room  #6 
Spiritual  Formation,  Room  #7 
(includes  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectives 
and  the  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership) 
Youth  Ministries,  Room  #3 
**A11  of  these  rooms  are  located  on  the 
second  floor  of  the  River  Center. 


Is  Your  Church  Online? 


In  a  time  when  a  web  page  is  an 
essential  information  tool  for  people 
looking  for  information  about  businesses, 
every  church  should  have  at  least  a  basic 
page.  While  a  page  was  created  for 
every  church  at  <historicalregister.org> 
with  basic  information,  it  is  not  main¬ 
tained  with  current  worship  schedules 
and  upcoming  events.  The  conference 
website  <www.la-umc.org>  has  a  search¬ 
able  church  database  that  lists  contact 
information  and  a  link  to  the  Historical 
Register  page;  website  link  is  only  given 
if  that  church  maintains  its  own  site. 

There  are  several  options  for  getting 
online,  depending  upon  the  amount  of 
money  and  personnel  available. 

Money  available,  but  no  personnel 

If  money  is  not  a  problem  but  finding 
personnel  is  difficult,  a  church  can  pay 
someone  to  create  and  maintain  a  site. 
The  cost  for  this  can  range  from  hun¬ 
dreds  to  thousands  of  dollars. 

Personnel  available,  but  no  money 

You  may  have  a  person  able  (or  will¬ 
ing  to  leam)  to  create  web  pages  for  your 
church.  Free  programs  are  available  for 
web  site  creation  and  uploading.  GBGM 
also  offers  5  MB  of  free  webspace  for 
churches.  If  you  need  more  space,  you 
may  want  to  use  free  webspace  offered 
by  places  such  as  Google  Apps  or  Office 
Live. 

Limited  money/limited  personnel 

With  limited  personnel,  you’ll  need  a 
template  system  so  the  site  can  be  creat¬ 
ed/maintained  in  less  time.  There  are 
template  systems  available  at  a  reason¬ 
able  cost  that  don’t  require  a  person  with 
extensive  web  knowledge.  With  an 
online  template  system,  you  cut  and 
paste  (or  type)  information  into  text 
fields  and  the  software  formats  it  for  the 
web.  E-zekiel  <umc.e-zekiel.com> 
offers  plans  starting  at  $  1 5/month.  It 
does  take  some  amount  of  time  for 
someone  to  leam  how  to  use  the  template 
system. 

Limited  personnel,  but  no  money 

Free  web  pages  have  long  been 


offered  (e.g.  Yahoo),  but  outside  advertis¬ 
ing  was  often  added  to  your  pages.  For 
church  sites,  this  may  be  a  problem 
because  you  never  know  what  might  pop 
up  in  an  ad.  Two  other  considerations  - 
especially  for  smaller  churches  -  are 
low/no  cost  and  ease-of-use.  Currently 
there  are  few  low  cost  template-driven 
systems  offered  by  major  companies. 

Two  available  options  are  Office  Live 
and  Google  Apps.  They  both  offer  free 
webspace  with  an  easy  web  page  cre¬ 
ation  system. 

A  Google  Apps  website  will  be 
named  in  the  format 

<yourchurchname.googlepages.com>.  If 
you’d  prefer  your  own  domain  name, 
there  are  two  options.  You  can  purchase 
a  domain  name  and  forwarding  service 
(when  someone  enters  the  name,  they  are 
automatically  forwarded  to  the 
googlepages  address)  for  less  than 
$20/year.  You  can  also  get  a  domain 
name  through  Google  Apps  for  $  1 0/year. 
You  should  first  set  up  a  free  Google 
account  at 

<mail.google.com/mail/signup>. 

Office  Live 

<officelive.microsoft.com>  offers  three 
levels  of  service,  with  the  basic  service 
being  offered  for  free.  They  even  give 
you  the  domain  name  for  free!  You  need 
a  credit  card,  but  they  only  charge  you 
$1  and  then  refund  it.  This  is  done  so 
that  people  don’t  take  advantage  of  the 
offer  to  obtain  free  domain  names  in 
bulk. 

No  matter  which  option  you  choose,  it 
is  important  to  maintain  the  website  with 
up-to-date  information.  If  you  already 
have  a  website,  now  is  a  good  time  to 
take  a  look  at  your  pages  to  make  sure 
you  don’t  have  things  such  as  a  ‘Coming 
Events’  page  listing  activities  dated 
2004! 

More  information  and  links  to  helpful 
sites  can  be  found  at  the  conference  web¬ 
site  <www.la-umc.org/websites.php>  or 
by  contacting  the  conference  webservant 
Tim  Hebert  <tim@la-umc.org>. 
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Church  responds  to  tragic  shootings  on  Virginia 

Va.Tech  Wesley  Foundation  offers  safety,  solace 


Virginia  Tech's  picturesque  campus  in  the  Blue  Ridge  Mountains  became  the  scene  of 
the  deadliest  shooting  rampage  in  modern  U.S.  history.  "Faith  leaders  have  spoken  up 
continually  about  the  epidemic  of  gun  violence  in  our  country,"  says  the  Rev.  Bob 
Edgars,  a  United  Methodist  pastor  and  leader  of  the  National  Council  of  Churches.  A 
UMNS  file  photo  by  Maile  Bradfield. 

Virainia  Tech  tragedy  reflects  gun  violence  epidemic 


The  Wesley  Foundation  of  Virginia 
Tech  University  became  a  safe  haven  for 
students  immediately  after  a  deadly  shoot¬ 
ing  spree  —  and  a  spiritual  hub  for  grief 
and  prayer  as  the  campus  community 
began  to  come  to  grips  with  the  tragedy. 

“It  has  been  helpfhl  to  come  here  and 
talJk  about  this  together.  It  is  starting  to  set 
in  how  real  this  is,”  said  Amanda  Rader,  a 
senior  civil  engineering  major. 

Rader,  a  member  of  Mt.  Olive  United 
Methodist  Church  in  nearby  Newport,  Va., 
lost  a  friend  in  the  April  1 6  shooting.  She 
spoke  with  United  Methodist  News  Service 
on  April  17  from  the  campus  ministry’s 
offices,  adjacent  to  the  school’s  campus. 

“I  went  to  high  school  with  one  of  the 
students  who  was  killed  and  actually  had  a 
class  with  him  this  semester,”  she  said, 
softly  crying. 

Thirty-three  people  were  dead  and  1 5 
wounded  in  the  wake  of  the  massacre  that 
ended  when  the  lone  gunman  turned  his 
gun  on  himself. 

The  Rev.  Glenn  Tyndall,  United 
Methodist  campus  minister,  opened  the 
doors  to  the  Wesley  Foundation  Center 
immediately  after  the  shootings  so  students 
would  have  a  “warm,  comfortable,  safe” 
place.  They  shared  a  prayer  service,  and 
about  a  dozen  spent  the  night  in  the  build¬ 
ing,  Tyndall  said. 

“It  is  becoming  more  personal  with 
every  hour,”  said  Tyndall,  as  the  names  of 
the  dead  were  being  released  on  April  17. 

None  of  the  students  who  attend  the 
Wesley  Foundation  were  hurt,  but  a  hand¬ 
ful  lost  close  friends. 

“That  not  only  affects  those  individual 
students  but  affects  those  of  us  who  are 
their  friends  and  co-workers  because  it  per¬ 
sonalizes  it  for  all  of  us,”  he  said. 

Prayers,  encouragement  and  offers  of 
help  were  arriving  from  across  the  United 
States  to  the  Wesley  Foundation  offices. 
Tyndall  said  he  had  heard  from  other  cam¬ 
pus  ministers  “saying  they  were  praying 
for  our  campus  and  having  services  for  us.” 


“People  all  over  the  nation  and  world 
are  thinking  about  you,”  wrote  W.  David 
Miller,  president  of  the  Wesley  Fellowship 
at  Birmingham-Southern  College,  in  a 
message  to  the  Blacksburg  Wesley  group. 

“We  are  all  crying  with  you,”  wrote 
Newell  and  Nita  Randall,  Virginia  Tech 
alumni  from  the  Class  of  1979. 

The  shooting  came  as  Wesley 
Foundation  students  and  staff  planned  for 
their  annual  Wesley  Weekend  on  April  2 1  - 
22,  inviting  all  Wesley  students,  parents, 
alumni  and  friends  to  celebrate  the  work  of 
the  campus  ministry  in  the  community. 

A  worship  service  previously  planned 
for  April  22  to  celebrate  Virginia  Tech 
Student  Day  will  now  take  on  a  different 
tone,  according  to  Bishop  Charlene 
Kammerer  of  the  Virginia  Annual  (region¬ 
al)  Conference,  who  plans  to  attend  the 
service  at  Blacksburg  United  Methodist 
Church,  three  blocks  from  the  campus. 

Kammerer  said  United  Methodists 
across  the  connection  were  grieving  with 
the  Virginia  Tech  community. 

“Not  only  do  we  grieve  the  loss  of  life, 
we  grieve  for  the  many  problems  in  our 
society  that  create  people  with  no  hope  and 
no  sense  of  the  future  who  commit  violent 
acts,”  said  Kammerer.  She  spoke  to  United 
Methodist  News  Service  while  en  route  to 
Blacksburg  to  attend  an  April  17  communi¬ 
ty  memorial  service. 

The  bishop  asked  for  prayers  for  those 
in  ministry  on  the  Virginia  Tech  campus, 
including  Tyndall.  “They  are  all  tired,  but 
energized  by  the  work  before  them.  And 
they  are  thankful  for  the  support  and 
prayers  they  are  receiving.” 

Tyndall  said  students  and  campus  staff 
need  prayers  more  than  anything  else  right 
now. 

Rader  said  “it  is  going  to  be  tough  to 
come  back  from  this,”  but  that  fellowship 
and  community  are  more  important  than 
ever  for  herself  and  her  fellow  students. 

“We  need  the  support  of  each  other  and 
...  just  somebody  to  lean  on  everyday,”  she 
said. 


As  they  grieved  for  victims  of  the  dead¬ 
ly  shooting  rampage  at  Virginia  Tech 
University,  United  Methodist  leaders  con¬ 
demned  U.S.  gun  laws  as  lax  and  ques¬ 
tioned  why  Congress  allowed  a  federal  ban 
on  the  sale  of  19  types  of  semiautomatic 
weapons  to  expire  in  2004. 

The  social  action  agency  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  also  renewed  the 
church’s  call  for  governments  around  the 
world  to  ban  ownership  by  the  general 
public  of  handguns,  assault  weapons,  auto¬ 
matic  weapon  conversion  kits  and  weapons 
that  cannot  be  detected  by  traditional 
metal-detection  devices. 

“...  Had  this  ban  been  in  place,  this 
shooting  might  have  been  prevented  since 
one  of  the  guns  used  by  the  assailant  was  a 
9-mm  handgun,”  said  Jim  Winkler,  chief 
executive  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Church  and  Society. 

“We  once  again  call  on  the  Congress  to 
ban  all  handguns  and  assault  weapons  so 
that  our  communities  will  be  safer  and  so 
that  this  endless  cycle  of  violence  can  be 
ended,”  Winkler  said  in  an  April  1 7  state¬ 
ment,  one  day  after  the  shootings  in 
Blacksburg,  Va.,  left  33  people  dead. 

A  Virginia  Tech  student  identified  as 
Cho  Seung-Hui,  23,  shot  and  killed  30  peo¬ 
ple  in  a  building  of  classrooms  and  offices 
on  campus  and  is  believed  to  be  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  earlier  killings  of  two  people  in 
a  dormitory.  Fifteen  people  were  wounded, 
and  the  gunman  took  his  own  life. 


“What  is  indeed  tragic  is  the  fact  that 
this  violence  is  commonplace  in  U.S.  soci¬ 
ety,”  Winkler  said.  “In  2005,  the  Federal 
Bureau  of  Investigation  reports  that  there 
were  10,100  deaths  by  firearms  in  the 
United  States.  This  represents  an  average 
of  four  deaths  for  every  100,000  people  in 
the  United  States.  By  contrast,  England, 
Wales,  Scotland,  and  Canada  averaged  .54 
deaths  for  every  100,000  people. 

“The  presence  of  guns  in  U.S.  society 
has  not  led  to  greater  security  but  in  fact 
has  undermined  the  general  sense  of  safe¬ 
ty” 

Currently,  most  states  do  not  require 
gun  owners  to  be  licensed  or  guns  to  be 
registered.  Most  states  also  allow  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  guns  at  gun  shows  without  back¬ 
ground  checks  and  do  not  update  criminal 
history  databases  in  a  timely  manner, 
allowing  criminals  to  obtain  firearms. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  officially 
supports  regulation  of  the  importation, 
manufacturing,  sale  and  possession  of  guns 
and  ammunition. 

The  church’s  resolution  on  gun  violence 
in  the  denomination’s  2004  Book  of 
Resolutions  points  to  the  significant  risk  of 
handgun  violence,  especially  to  young  peo¬ 
ple.  “Our  communities  and  schools  are  so 
exposed  to  large  numbers  of  privately 
owned  guns  that  no  mere  attempts  at  pro¬ 
viding  slightly  better  security  can  match 
the  awful  threat  of  guns  finding  their  way 
through  our  safety  systems.” 


The  Wesley  Foundation  Center  next  to  the  campus  of  Virginia  Tech  University  opened  its 
doors  to  students  as  a  safe  haven  in  the  wake  of  the  April  16  shooting  that  left  33  peo¬ 
ple  dead. The  United  Methodist  campus  ministry  and  staff  have  been  ministering  to  stu¬ 
dents  and  families  impacted  by  the  massacre.  Authorities  say  student  Cho  Seung-Hui 
killed  32  people  at  a  dorm  and  an  academic  building  before  taking  his  own  life.  A  UMNS 
photo  courtesy  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  Center. 


Two  of  the  slain  had  worked  in  mission  zone 


Two  student  volunteers  from  the 
Virginia  Tech  YMCA  Alternative  Breaks 
program,  both  of  whom  had  participated 
in  mission  trips  to  New  Orleans,  were 
among  those  who  were  killed  during  the 
shooting  rampage  on  the  Blacksburg,  Va. 
college  campus. 

Ryan  Clark  came  to  New  Orleans  dur¬ 
ing  Thanksgiving  2005.  Clark,  the  per¬ 
sonable  senior  psychology  major  and 
resident  assistant,  was  shot  as  he  came  to 


the  aid  of  coed  Emily  Hilscher  in  West 
Ambler  Johnston  Hall 

Leslie  Sherman  came  to  work  in  the 
New  Orleans  mission  zone  during  the 
2006  Thanksgiving  break.  Sherman  was 
a  sophomore  majoring  in  history  and  was 
shot  in  Norris  Hall  where  she  was  in  a 
French  class. 

Both  of  these  young  people  were  very 
active  in  YMCA  projects  according  to 
association  sources. 
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Becoming  a  delegate  to  General  Coi 


BY  RICH  PECK 

As  United  Methodists  gather  for  their 
annual  conference  sessions  this  year,  their 
2008  global  assembly  will  be  uppermost  in 
their  minds. 

In  addition  to  acting  on  legislation  to 
send  to  the  2008  General  Conference,  the 
annual  (regional)  conferences  will  elect 
delegates  to  represent  their  areas.  The 
General  Conference,  which  convenes  every 
four  years,  will  bring  about  1 ,000  delegates 
to  Fort  Worth  to  set  direction  for  the 
denommation. 

The  General  Conference  delegates  are 
elected  from  among  the  members  of  the 
annual  conferences.  In  order  to  be  a  dele¬ 
gate,  you  must  have  been  a  member  of  the 
denommation  for  two  years  and  active  in  a 
United  Methodist  congregation  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  annual  conference  for 
four  years. 

Serving  as  a  delegate  can  be  exciting, 
but  it’s  also  demanding.  If  you’ve  been 


chosen  by  your  congregation  to  attend 
annual  conference  as  a  member,  here  are 
some  points  to  consider. 

Step  one:  Consider  whether  you  really 
want  to  be  a  General  Conference  delegate 

It  may  sound  like  a  lot  of  fun  to  be  a 
delegate  to  the  only  law-making  assembly 
of  the  worldwide  United  Methodist 
Church.  However,  ask  yourself  if  you  want 
to  use  1 0  vacation  days  working  on  legisla¬ 
tion  from  early  in  the  morning  to  late  at 
night.  Don’t  expect  a  lot  of  free  time  to 
spend  in  the  pool  and  to  visit  Fort  Worth 
tourist  areas. 

If  you  want  to  become  a  delegate 
because  you  are  concerned  about  a 
social  justice  issue,  prepare  to  be  disap¬ 
pointed.  Delegates  who  are  elected  first 
have  the  first  choice  of  legislative  com¬ 
mittees.  If  you  are  not  one  of  the  first 
delegates  elected,  you  may  discover 
that  the  only  legislative  committees  still 
open  are  ones  that  have  nothing  to  do 
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Top,  United  Methodist  Board  of  Discipleship  members  Bishop  D.  Max  Whitfield  of  the 
New  Mexico  area,  Melinda  Miles  (center)  and  Delia  Estrada  review  proposed  General 
Conference  legislation  at  the  board's  March  14-17  meeting  in  Nashville, Tenn.  Above, 
Delegates  to  The  United  Methodist  Church's  2004  General  Conference  in  Pittsburgh  join 
hands  during  morning  worship.  About  1,000  delegates  for  the  2008  General  Conference 
in  Fort  Worth, Texas,  will  be  elected  this  year  by  the  denomination's  annual  conferences. 
To  serve  as  a  delegate,  one  must  be  a  member  of  the  denomination  for  at  least  two  years 
and  active  in  a  United  Methodist  congregation  in  an  annual  conference  for  four  years.  A 
UMNS  photos  by  Linda  Green  and  John  C.  Goodwin 


Pictured  above,  then  representing  the  Western  Pennsylvania  conference  at  the  2004  General  G 
Zone  director  Rev.  Martha  Orphe.  Orphe  is  seated  on  the  second  row  at  the  left  in  this  picture. 


with  your  primary  concern. 

You  will  have  an  opportunity  to  vote  on  all 
items  during  plenary  sessions  during  the  sec¬ 
ond  week,  but  odds  are  great  that  you  will  not 
have  the  opportunity  to  speak  to  any  of  these 
issues.  At  any  time,  a  sizable  number  of  dele¬ 
gates  will  be  trying  to  capture  the  eye  of  the 
presiding  bishop  in  order  to  speak  to  the 
assembly. 

You  must  also  consider  financial  obliga¬ 
tions.  General  Conference  will  provide  travel 
funds  and  per-diem  expenses,  but  you  will 
search  for  a  long  time  before  you  find  dele¬ 
gates  who  found  reimbursement  amounts  paid 
for  actual  expenses. 

Finally,  pray  about  this  decision.  Is  this 
what  God  wants  you  to  do? 

If  you  still  want  to  be  a  delegate,  here  are 
the  next  steps: 

Step  two:  Gain  visibility  beyond  your  local 
church 

After  being  named  a  lay  member  to  the 
annual  conference,  attend  conference  events 
and  let  your  district  superintendent  know 
you’d  like  to  serve  on  conference  boards  or 
committees.  Speak  out  in  committee  and  con¬ 
ference  sessions.  Volunteer  to  take  minutes, 
join  conference  work  teams,  and  volunteer  to 
write  articles  for  the  conference  newspaper. 

Step  three:  Read  rules  governing  delegate 
election 

Ask  your  pastor  for  a  copy  of  the  annual 
conference  journal.  Within  that  book  you  may 
be  able  to  find  the  conference  rules  of  order. 
Within  those  rules,  you  may  be  able  to  find 
conference  rules  for  the  election  of  delegates  to 
General  and  jurisdictional  conferences.  If  these 
procedures  are  not  in  the  journal,  call  the  con¬ 
ference  secretary  and  ask  how  you  can  get 
information  about  election  procedures. 

Annual  conference  procedures  differ.  In 


some  conferences,  members  are  simply  given 
blank  ballots  and  they  are  asked  to  write  the 
names  of  people  for  whom  they  wish  to  vote. 
The  number  of  names  will  depend  upon  the 
number  of  delegates  to  be  elected. 

Other  annual  conferences  have  a  nomina-  1 
tion  process  that  includes  opportunities  to  sub¬ 
mit  personal  information  that  is  distributed  to 
all  voting  members.  There  is  frequently  a  150- 
to  200-word  limit  for  such  submissions.  Some 
conferences  also  include  photos  of  nominees. 
Look  at  the  listing  from  four  years  ago  to  gar¬ 
ner  ideas.  Ask  yourself  which  candidate  would 
be  most  attractive  to  you,  and  prepare  your 
biographical  material  accordingly. 

Step  four  Publicize  your  interest  in  becom¬ 
ing  a  delegate 

If  conference  rules  allow,  prepare  a 
brochure  with  a  photo,  a  biographical  sketch, 
and  how  you  stand  on  specific  issues  facing 
the  denomination.  Don’t  be  shy  about  telling 
about  the  offices  you  have  held  and  various 
accomplishments  and  honors.  You  may  want  t< 
include  supportive  statements  from  your  pastoi 
and  conference  leaders.  Mail  these  brochures 
to  the  lay  members  of  your  annual  conference 
in  advance  of  the  conference  session.  The 
annual  conference  office  will  be  able  to  pro¬ 
vide  a  list  for  you. 

If  your  conference  provides  biographies  of 
all  nominees,  it  will  probably  discourage  the 
preparation  of  individual  brochures.  If  your 
conference  falls  into  this  category,  you  may 
want  to  provide  buttons  or  shirts,  but  do  not 
provide  brochures. 

In  some  annual  conferences,  each  district  is 
given  the  opportunity  to  nominate  a  set  num¬ 
ber  of  members  to  be  candidates  for  General 
Conference.  If  this  is  the  case  in  your  confer¬ 
ence,  find  out  who  is  serving  on  the  committee 
making  recommendations  and  tell  them  of 
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>nference  in  Pittsburgh,  is  Louisiana  Mission 
A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  Dubose. 

your  interests  and  abilities. 

Step  five:  Seek  the  counsel  of  others 

Introduce  yourself  to  the  conference  and 
district  lay  leaders.  Invite  them  to  lunch.  Tell 
them  of  your  interest  in  being  a  lay  delegate  to 
General  Conference  and  seek  their  advice. 

Seek  the  counsel  and  support  from  friends 
you  have  made  while  serving  on  conference 
committees.  Ask  them  to  make  phone  calls  on 
your  behalf. 

Evaluate  the  benefits  and  liabilities  of  sup¬ 
port  from  a  caucus  or  political-action  group 
within  your  conference.  Talk  with  the  caucus 
chairperson.  If  he  or  she  has  you  near  the  bot¬ 
tom  of  the  list  of  candidates  the  caucus  will 
support,  you  are  better  off  not  being  listed  by 
the  caucus.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  caucus 
intends  to  make  you  its  No.  1  candidate,  you 
probably  have  much  to  gain  by  its  support. 

The  first  ballot  will  take  place  early  in  the 
2007  annual  conference  session,  so  don’t  wait 
until  conference  begins  to  meet  annual  confer- 
)  ence  members  from  other  congregations. 

Step  six:  Campaign  at  the  2007  annual  con¬ 
ference 

Before  the  conference,  read  Paragraphs 
601-655  of  the  2004  Book  of  Discipline  so  you 
are  familiar  with  the  operating  rules.  Arrive 
early  and  introduce  yourself  to  members  while 
they  are  registering.  If  they  are  attending  their 
first  annual  conference  session,  provide  them 
with  information  about  the  sessions  and  tell 
them  about  voting  procedures.  If  conference 
rules  allow,  ask  friends  to  hand  out  brochures 
and  talk  about  you. 

The  number  of  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gates  from  an  annual  conference  depends  on 
the  number  of  clergy  and  members  of  local 
churches.  The  secretary  of  General  Conference 
■  computes  and  announces  the  number  of  dele¬ 
gates  each  conference  can  elect.  If,  for  exam- 


Delegates  at  the  2004  General  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church.  Approximately  1 50  pages  and  marshals  are  needed  to 
serve  delegates,  officials  and  visitors  to  the  2008  gathering  in  Fort  Worth, Texas.  Volunteers  may  apply  online  at  the  General 
Conference  Web  site  at  http://gc2008.umc.org,  and  applications  must  be  submitted  by  July  31,2007.  A  UMNS  photo  by  John  C. 
Goodwin. 


pie,  an  annual  conference  is  allotted  10 
delegates,  five  will  be  lay  and  five  clergy. 
The  second  1 0  members  elected  serve  as 
delegates  to  the  jurisdictional  conference; 
they  also  serve  as  alternate  members  of 
General  Conference  in  the  order  of  their 
election. 

Every  annual  conference  is  guaranteed 
at  least  one  lay  and  one  clergy  delegate. 
Lay  members  may  only  vote  for  lay  dele¬ 
gates  and  clergy  for  clergy  delegates. 

Most  annual  conferences  require  dele¬ 
gates  to  receive  more  than  50  percent  of 
the  valid  votes  cast  before  declaring  an 
election.  After  each  ballot,  the  presiding 
bishop  or  the  secretary  will  announce  the 
number  of  valid  ballots,  the  number  of 
votes  needed  for  election  and  the  results  of 
the  ballot. 

In  the  final  ballots  for  General 
Conference  delegates,  annual  conference 
members  may  only  be  voting  for  one  dele¬ 
gate.  If  more  than  one  person  receives 
more  than  50  percent  of  the  votes  cast,  the 
one  with  the  largest  number  of  votes  will 
be  the  final  General  Conference  delegate 
elected;  the  other  will  be  the  first  delegate 
to  jurisdictional  conference  and  the  first 
alternate  delegate  to  General  Conference. 

If  there  is  a  tie,  there  will  be  a  run-off  elec¬ 
tion  between  the  two  candidates. 

After  General  Conference  delegates 
have  been  elected,  balloting  will  continue 
to  elect  an  equal  number  of  jurisdictional 
conference  delegates  and  alternates. 

At  any  time  during  the  balloting 
process,  conference  rules  or  a  conference 
vote  can  reduce  the  percentage  needed  for 
election.  In  some  cases,  a  conference  may 
elect  people  receiving  the  highest  number 
of  votes  to  the  final  positions. 

Balloting  may  take  more  than  one  day. 
Be  visible  during  the  entire  process  and 
continue  to  widen  your  friendship  circle. 
Now  is  not  the  time  to  hunker  down  with 
old  friends.  You  must  continually  stress  to 
your  constituents  that  every  vote  counts. 


The  top  legislative  body  of  the  9.7  million-member  United  Methodist  Church,  the 
General  Conference,  will  meet  in  Fort  Worth, Tx.  in  April  23  -  May  2,2008.  More  than 
1,000  delegates  are  expected  to  attend  the  quadrennial  gathering  of  United 
Methodists.  A  UMNS  photo  by  John  C.  Goodwin. 


Step  seven:  Your  work  begins 

Immediately  after  elections,  newly  elect¬ 
ed  delegates  will  gather  to  select  a  delega¬ 
tion  chairperson  and  choose  legislative 
committees.  If  you  have  the  opportunity, 
you  will  want  to  let  others  know  that  you 
want  to  serve  on  a  particular  committee  and 
your  reasons  for  such  a  choice.  The  group 
will  set  time  and  formats  for  future  meet¬ 
ings. 

If  you  are  a  General  Conference  dele¬ 
gate,  you  are  also  a  jurisdictional  confer¬ 


ence  delegate,  and  that  delegation  will 
schedule  a  meeting  at  annual  conferhe 
ence.  At  that  gathering,  members  may  elect 
representatives  to  the  jurisdictional  com¬ 
mittee  on  the  episcopacy  and  set  times  for 
future  meetings. 

After  all  this  work  to  get  elected  to 
General  Conference,  you  may  also  be  elect¬ 
ed  to  serve  as  a  board  member  of  a  general 
agency  and  be  given  still  more  work  to  do. 
You  will  have  to  remind  yourself  that  it  is 
an  honor  and  a  privilege  to  be  elected. 
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The  Baton  Rouge  District  United  Methodist  Women  shared  their  Spiritual  Day  Apart 
at  the  Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist  Church  and  Dulac  Community  Center  on 
April  1 4, 2007.  Marian  H.  Griffin,  Mission  Coordinator  for  Spiritual  Growth,  coordi¬ 
nated  the  Mission  trip  with  Rev.  Cyril  Verrett,  Pastor  of  Clanton  Chapel  and  Carlene 
Billiott,  Interim  Director  of  Dulac  Community  Center.  Dolores  G.  Giles,  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Baker  is  president  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW.  Joyce 
Thibideaux,  President  of  the  Acadiana  District  UMW  was  also  in  attendance. 


UMW  Visits  Dulac  community  for 'Day  Apart 


Although  meteorologists  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  area  predicted  stormy 
weather  for  April  14,  the  Baton  Rouge 
District  United  Methodist  Women  trav¬ 
eled  with  faith  to  Dulac,  La.  for  a 
Spiritual  Day  Apart. 

“Each  year  our  District  takes  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  an  area  in  Louisiana  where 
we  feel  we  are  needed.  So  we  traveled 
to  Dulac  Community  Center  and 
Clanton  Chapel  United  Methodist 
Church,”  said  Marian  Griffin,  mission 
coordinator  for  Spiritual  Growth. 

District  UMW  officers  with  the 
group  included  Dolores  Giles,  president 
and  member  of  First  UMC,  Baker;  Rosa 
Watts,  treasurer  and  member  of  St. 

Mark  UMC;  Cynthia  Blakes,  secretary 
from  Roberts  Chapel  UMC;  and 
Griffin,  also  from  St.  Mark  UMC. 

Rev.  Kirby  Verret,  pastor  of  Clanton 
Chapel  UMC,  greeted  the  group  and 
invited  them  to  worship  and  sing  in  the 
sanctuary  of  the  church.  Rev.  Verret 


shared  the  history  of  the  Dulac  Houma 
Indians  and  the  community. 

The  group  toured  the  church,  the 
nursery  and  the  Dulac  Community 
Center. 

Methodist  work  in  the  Dulac 
Community  began  in  1 882  when 
George  Cragen  purchased  40  acres  of 
land,  giving  the  Houma  Indians  a  place 
for  their  boats  during  the  non-trapping 
seasons.  Indian  children  were  not 
allowed  to  attend  schools  in  the  area,  so 
in  the  early  1930’s,  Ella  Hooper  started 
an  education  program  for  Native 
American  children  along  the  bayou  in 
Dulac  ranging  up  to  the  eight  grade. 

Gifts  of  money  and  school  supplies 
from  the  UMWs  of  Scott  UMC  in  Port 
Allen,  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge,  Roberts  Chapel  UMC  in 
Denham  Springs  and  St.  Mark  UMC  in 
Baton  Rouge  were  presented  to  the 
Dulac  ministry. 


Contemplative  Retreat 
July  23-26. 2007 

The  Academy  for  Spiritual  Leadership  is  pleased 
to  offer  Into  the  Stillness:  A  Contemplative 
Retreat  July  23-26, 2007. The  serene  campus  of  St. 

Joseph's  Abbey  in  Covington  is  the  setting  again 
this  year,  as  participants  will  experience  morning 
and  evening  prayers  with  the  monks  of  St. 

Joseph,  guided  meditations  led  by  Louisiana 
Conference  Certified  Spiritual  Directors,  music  for  the  soul  and  the  silence  of 
contemplation. 


The  retreat  begins  Monday,  July  23  with  registration  at  5  p.m.,  closing  on 
Thursday,  July  26  with  lunch.The  registration  fee  is  $200,  including  single 
occupancy  and  all  meals.  A  $100  deposit  will  hold  your  place  on  our 
reservation  list.  Join  the  trek  to  the  Abbey  for  rest  and  renewal  that  comes 
from  leaving  everyday  routines  to  worship  in  the  beautiful  environment 
offered  at  the  Abbey. The  retreat  is  limited  to  45  sojourners;  so  register  online 
today  at  www.la-umc.org  >  Spiritual  Formation  >  The  Academy  for  Spiritual 
Leadership  >  scroll  down  to  Into  the  Stillness.  Please  call  Linda  Gregg  at 
(225)  346-1646  or  email  lgregg3@bellsouth.net  for  additional  information. 


Summer  Camps  preparations  in  high  gear 


United  Methodist  camps  in  Louisiana 
are  preparing  for  fun,  fellowship  and  spiri¬ 
tual  formation  as  children  and  youth  sign 
up  for  summer  camp  sessions. 

Our  three  Conference  camps  include 
Caney  Conference  Center  in  Minden, 

Camp  Istrouma  in  Greenwell  Springs,  and 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  in  LeBlanc. 

Each  facility  has  a  dedicated  staff  and 
excellent  surroundings  that  provide  the 
camper  with  a  summer  full  of  adventure 
and  fun  centered  around  the  biggest  adven¬ 
ture  of  all  -  our  daily  walk  with  Jesus 
Christ! 

Caney  Camp  Director  James  Parkerson 
added  that 

Camp  director  Jason  Wright  promises 
“tons  of  awesome  activities”  at  the 
Uskichitto  Camp,  which  features  low  and 
high  ropes  courses,  a  9-hole  miniature  golf 
course,  a  new  climbing  tower,  an 


Adventure  Playground,  worship  and  Bible 
Study,  archery,  swimming,  canoe  trips  on 
the  river,  camp  fires  and  a  pool  party,  just 
to  name  a  few! 

David  Brignac,  director  of  Camp 
Istrouma,  points  out  that  campers  will 
enjoy  the  facility’s  many  recreational  activ¬ 
ities,  including  hiking,  low  ropes  course, 
swimming,  fishing,  a  Blob,  a  zipline,  a  100 
foot  waterslide  and  a  32-foot  climbing 
wall.  A  talent  show,  skits,  Bible  study  and 
small  group  character  building  sessions  add 
to  the  fun  and  fellowship. 

For  more  information,  including  sum¬ 
mer  camp  schedules  and  registration  infor¬ 
mation,  contact  Caney  Conference  Center 
at  (318)  377-6756  and  visit  www.caney- 
camp.com;  Camp  Istrouma  at  (225)  261- 
2089  or  visit  www.campistrouma.com;  and 
Uskichitto  Retreat  Center  at  (337)  738- 
42 1 8  and  visit  www.campurc.com 


St  Paul  UMC  -  Waxia 


On  Good  Friday,  April  6,  a  service  of 
the  Seven  Last  Words  was  held  at  St.  Paul 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Waxia. 
Leading  the  silent  processional  of  the  pre¬ 
senters  of  the  Seven  Last  Words  was  Rev. 
Marguerite  D.  Jenkins,  pastor  of  St.  Paul 
UMC,  Waxia.  Those  ministers  participat¬ 
ing  were  Rev.  Ann  Sutton,  associate  minis¬ 
ter  Asbury  UMC  Lafayette;  Rev.  Charles 
Hill,  pastor  of  Briggs-Fitzgerald  and  Mt. 
Zion  UMCs  of  Abbeville;  Rev.  Elaine 
Smith,  pastor  of  Walmsley  UMC  in 
Morgan  City  and  Mason  UMC  in  Berwick; 
Rev.  Bennie  R.  Kirk,  pastor  of  St.  James 
UMC  in  New  Iberia;  Rev.  David  Bricker, 
associate  minister  of  Asbury  UMC  in 
Lafayette;  Rev.  Emmett  Collins,  pastor  of 
St.  Peter  and  Shiloh  UMCs  in  Maringouin; 


and  Rev.  Clifton  Conrad,  pastor  of 
Immanuel  UMC  in  Lafayette. 

A  prayer  of  confession  was  read  in  uni¬ 
son  and  then  scripture  readings  were  pre¬ 
sented  by  La  Juana  Handschin  and 
Kathleen  Conrad,  Acadiana  District 
Ministry  Team  members,  and  Robert  Trent, 
lay  leader  for  St.  Paul  UMC.  The  anthem, 
Were  You  There,  was  sung  and  the  pastoral 
prayer  was  given  by  Retired  Reverend 
Clarence  L.  Hillard.  Scott  Sutton, 

Acadiana  District  lay  leader,  offered  greet¬ 
ings  from  District  Superintendent  Roger 
Lathan. 

The  gathering  was  honored  with  a  selec¬ 
tion  from  the  combined  choirs  of  Briggs 
and  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Churches. 


APRIL  27, 2007 


Louisiana  Conference NiJW! 


7 


What  is  Christian  Education? 


BY  REV.  DAWN  YOUNG 
DIR.  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 
LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

A  question  that  you 
may  not  spend  much 
time  considering  - 
what  is  Christian 
Education?  Our 
responses  probably  fall 
into  two  very  broad 
categories:  1)  Christian 
Education  is  “so  last 
year.’’  It’s  not  neces¬ 
sary  or  relevant  any 
more.  Or  2)  Christian  Education  is  not  my 
responsibility  so  I  don’t  really  worry  about 
it.  Unfortunately  many  United  Methodist 
conferences  are  falling  into  that  first  cate¬ 
gory,  and  going  so  far  as  to  eliminate  the 
position  entitled  “Christian  Education,”  and 
putting  responsibility  on  age  related  min¬ 
istries.  Other  conferences  take  the  second 
position,  and  assume  that  Christian 
Education  is  important,  and  will  ultimately 
take  care  of  itself,  because  while  it  is  not 
my  job,  it’s  bound  to  be  someone’s  job. 
Well,  if  the  job  of  the  church  is  to  make 
disciples  for  Christ,  then  one  of  the  most 
important  jobs  of  the  church,  for  everyone, 
is  the  education  and  growth  of  those  disci¬ 
ples. 

Christian  Education  is  the  ministry  of 
the  church  that  focuses  on  the  growth  and 
development  of  disciples.  The  oversight  of 
Christian  education  may  be  delegated  to 
one  person’s  leadership,  but  it  remains  the 
responsibility  of  the  entire  church.  There 


are  those  that  will  serve  as  leaders  in 
Christian  Education,  while  other  will  be  the 
recipients  of  that  teaching.  Christian 
Education  is  for  our  youngest  disciples, 
those  we  have  baptized  as  infants  and 
promised  to  provide  them  with  leadership 
and  examples  to  help  them  grow.  Christian 
Education  is  for  those  in  the  process  of 
preparing  to  confirm  their  baptism  by 
learning  about  what  it  means  to  be  a  disci¬ 
ple.  Christian  Education  is  for  our  youth 
who  need  Christian  mentors  and  adults  to 
guide  them  through  the  challenges  they 
face  as  they  approach  adulthood.  Christian 
Education  is  for  adults  to  provide  them 
with  the  guidance  necessary  to  be  disciples 
that  can  not  only  serve  as  models  for 
younger  disciples,  but  to  serve  the  entire 
church  in  making  and  forming  future  disci¬ 
ples. 

Christian  Education  is  not  age  related. 
Christian  Education  is  not  just  Sunday 
School.  Christian  Education  is  not  a  pro¬ 
gram  or  series  of  programs.  Christian 
Education  is  the  bones  by  which  the  flesh 
of  faith  is  supported.  John  Wesley  called 
for  Methodists  to  be  intentional  about  fur¬ 
thering  our  discipleship.  What  are  you 
doing  about  Christian  Education?  What 
are  you  doing  for  Christian  Education? 
Together  let’s  make  the  Louisiana 
Conference  one  that  revives  Christian 
Education. 

If  you  have  any  ideas  to  share  about 
Christian  Education  I  would  love  to  hear 
them.  You  can  contact  me  at  deacon- 
dawn@earthlink.net. 


Rev.  Dawn  Young 


Professional  Secretaries  conference  held  in  Texas 

The  Professional  Association  of  United  Methodist  Church  Secretaries  held  their 
annual  conference  April  12-14  at  the  Intercontinental  Hotel  in  Addison, Tex.  12-14. 
Pictured  at  the  event  were,  front  row,  left  to  right,  Rhonda  Whitley,  conference 
office;  Joyce  Wilson,  Shreveport  District  office;  Barbara  Wade,  Monroe  District 
office  and  Reba  Smith,  Camphor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge.  Back  row,  left  to  right,  are 
Lois  Lassetter,  First  UMC  in  Bossier  City;  Judy  Gross,  Alexandria  District  office; 
Treschere  Washington,  New  Orleans  District  office;  and  Lynette  DeLaune,  Baton 
Rouge  District  office. 
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The  sign  at  left  welcomes  you  to 
the  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  facility 
in  Baldwin,  La.  Sager  Brown  is 
celebrating  140  years  of  service 
not  only  to  the  people  of  the  local 
Baldwin  community  but  also  to 
the  world  through  the  UMCOR 
supply  depot  on  the  campus. 

Over  the  years  the  campus  has 
been  the  site  of  an  orphanage,  a 
school,  and  currently  a  depot  to 
process  relief  supplies  for  disper¬ 
sal  world  wide  and  an  after 
school  Boys  and  Girls  Club  facili¬ 
ty.  Photo  courtesy  of  Sager 
Brown  Depot 


Sager  Brown,  from  page  1 

The  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  Depot 
receives,  verifies,  packages,  stores  and 
ships  relief  supplies  throughout  the  world. 
In  2006,  nearly  $8  million  dollars  worth  of 
goods  and  materials  were  shipped  with  the 
help  of  3073  volunteers.  Supplies  include 
health  kits,  flood  buckets,  sewing  kits, 
school  bags,  layette  kits  and  more. 

The  receiving  and  shipping  of  relief 
supplies  is  the  most  recent  use  of  the  Sager 
Brown  campus,  which  began  in  1 867  as  an 
orphanage  to  serve  African-American  chil¬ 
dren  orphaned  by  the  Civil  War.  The  Sager 
Brown  Home  and  Godman  School  closed 
in  1978. 

When  Hurricane  Andrew  roared  through 


Louisiana  in  1992,  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  brought 
volunteers  and  supplies  to  the  area,  and 
staged  their  operations  at  Sager  Brown.  In 
1 994,  construction  began  on  the  UMCOR 
Depot,  which  was  opened  in  1996. 

Volunteers  from  throughout  the  world 
come  to  UMCOR  Sager  Brown  to  help 
with  the  processing  of  relief  supplies.  In 
addition,  volunteers  work  on  community 
housing  projects  in  the  Baldwin/St.  Mary's 
Parish  area.  A  senior  food  program  is 
administered  from  the  site,  and  the  Boys  & 
Girls  Club,  Baldwin  Unit,  opened  in 
February  2007,  the  only  after-school  pro¬ 
gram  in  Baldwin. 


Volunteers  Sought 

Volunteers  are  being  sought  to  serve  as  marshals  or  pages  at 
the  The  United  Methodist  Church's  2008  General  Conference 

in  Fort  Worth, Texas. 

About  150  volunteers  are  needed  to  serve  delegates,  officials 
and  visitors  to  the  denomination's  top  legislative  body,  confer¬ 
ence  planners  say.  Marshals  and  pages  travel  to  and  work  at 
the  conference  at  their  own  expense. 

Volunteers  may  apply  online  at  the  General  Conference  Web 
site  by  going  to  http://gc2008.umc.org  and 
clicking  the  Online  Marshals/Pages  Application  button. 
Applications  must  be  submitted  by  July  31,  and  applicants 
will  be  notified  of  their  status  by  Sept.  30. 

The  General  Conference,  which  gathers  every  four  years,  will 
meet  April  23-May  2, 2008. 


Phone  cards,  from  page  1 

hearts,  our  minds  and  our  doors  are  always 
open  to  you.” 

The  3,900-member  St.  Timothy  congre¬ 
gation  originally  aimed  to  collect  enough 
money  to  purchase  835  cards,  said  Bill 
Householder,  chair  of  the  church’s  mission 
team.  A  $5  donation  buys  one  card  with 
120  minutes. 

“The  missions  team  decided  in 
November  2006  to  promote  purchase  of 
phone  cards  for  our  service  members  and 
started  to  plan  a  program  to  generate  enthu¬ 
siasm  for  the  project  that  would  involve  all 
congregation  members,”  Householder  said. 

The  team’s  three-pronged  plan  included 


setting  aside  Sunday,  March  1 1 ,  to  pay  trib¬ 
ute  to  anyone  in  the  congregation  who  was 
serving  or  had  served  in  the  military;  pro¬ 
moting  the  purchase  of  United  Methodist 
phone  cards;  and  inviting  children  to  make 
greeting  cards. 

For  more  information  on  the  phone  card 
campaign,  contact  the  United  Methodist 
Endorsing  Agency,  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  RO.  Box  340007, 
Nashville,  TN  37203-0007  or  visit 
www.gbhem.org/chaplains.  The  agency 
also  can  be  reached  at  umea@gbhem.org 
or  (615)  340-7411. 


8 


Louisiana  Conference NtJW! 


APRIL  27, 2007 


Foundation  Honors  Hennings  at  Annual  Legacies  Event 


Bill  and  Lena  Henning  of  Henning 
Memorial  UMC  in  Sulphur  were  the  guests 
of  honor  March  1 5  at  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana's  annual  Legacies 
of  Louisiana  Gala. 

The  Hennings  received  the  2007  Jesse 
B.  Stafford  Award,  given  annually  to  an 
individual  or  couple  dedicated  to  serving 
the  United  Methodist  Church  and  its  com¬ 
munity  through  good  works  and  generous 
philanthropy. 

The  Hennings  set  up  a  donor-advised 
fund  through  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  to  support  rural  ministry  in 
Louisiana.  A  donor-advised  fund  is  unique 
in  that  it  allows  the  donors  to  have  ongoing 
input  in  specifying  the  charitable  causes 
they  wish  to  support. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and 
several  United  Methodist  agencies  were 
part  of  the  evening’s  program,  held  at  the 
Gray  Plantation  Clubhouse  in  Lake 
Charles.  The  Wesley  Center  of 
Woodworth,  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children's  Home  of  Ruston,  Centenary 
College,  Perkins  School  of  Theology  at 
Southern  Methodist  University  and  the 
Wesley  Foundation  of  McNeese  State 


University  each  presented  updates  on  the 
activities  of  their  ministries. 

Rob  Fairly,  president  of  the  Foundation, 
acknowledged  the  individuals  and  families 
who  established  permanent  endowments  or 
added  to  existing  gifts  to  the  Foundation  in 
2006,  as  well  as  those  who  have  joined  the 
Foundation's  recognition  society,  The  Third 
Testament. 

The  United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana  was  founded  in  1975  and  serves 
United  Methodist  churches,  institutions  and 
individuals  within  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  providing  financial  manage¬ 
ment,  consultation  and  education,  loans 
and  grants.  It  is  the  fourth  largest  United 
Methodist  Foundation  in  the  denomination. 

If  you  would  like  more  information 
about  the  services  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  or  make  an 
appointment  for  a  personal  financial  con¬ 
sultation  you  may  contact  the  foundation 
office  at  225-346-1535  or  by  mail  at 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 
8337  Jefferson  Highway  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70809. 


United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  president  Rob  Fairly  presents  the  2007  Jesse 
B.  Stafford  Award  to  Bill  and  Lena  Henning.  The  Hennings  were  recognized  for  their  sup¬ 
port  of  rural  ministry  in  Louisiana  through  their  donor-advised  fund.  Photo  courtesy  of 
the  United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana 


Marjorie  Thompson  to 
Lead  Companions 
in  Christ  Event 

The  Rev.  Maijorie 
Thompson  will  lead  a 
3 -day  leader  training 
event  for  the 
Companions  in  Christ 
series,  Thursday 
through  Saturday,  May 
10-12  at  Upper  Room 
Ministries,  1 908  Grand 
Ave,  Nashville. 

Thompson  is  a 
Presbyterian  minister,  author  and  spiritual 
director  of  the  Companions  in  Christ  initia¬ 
tive  in  Nashville. 

Those  who  attend  the  leader-training 
event  will  receive  Companions  in  Christ 
resources  essential  for  initiating 
Companions  groups  in  their  church. 

This  training  provides  an  in-depth  expe¬ 
rience  in  Companions  in  Christ  resources 
and  develops  in  participants  the  distinctive 
leadership  skills  called  upon  when  leading 
formational  groups. 

As  the  journey  unfolds  participants  dis¬ 
cover  classic  and  contemporary  spiritual 
practices  that  form  rather  than  inform  the 
participants  and  encourage  them  in  inner 
and  outward  expressions  of  their  faith. 

Authors  of  the  Companions  series 
include  Stephen  D.  Bryant,  editor/publish¬ 
er  of  Upper  Room  Ministries;  Gemt  Scott 
Dawson,  senior  minister  of  First 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Lenoir,  N.C.;  and 
Adele  J.  Gonzalez,  Assistant  Director  of 
the  Office  of  Lay  Ministry  in  the  Roman 
Catholic  Archdiocese  of  Miami,  Fla. 

The  registration  fee  is  $250.  To  register 
visit  www.companionsinchrist.org.  For 
information,  call  the  Companions  in  Christ 
Training  Office  at  615-340-7525. 


Enhance Your 

Retirement  Income 


There  may  be  no  greater  concern  in  America 
today  than  planning  adequately  for  retirement. 

A  Deferred  Gift  Annuity  can  create  a  fixed 
income  stream  for  the  rest  of  your  life. 


Deferred  Annuity  Rates* 

Retire  Retire 

Age  Now  ■  at  65  at  70 

45 

16.3% 

22.4% 

|  50 

12.6% 

17.3% 

55 

9.8% 

13.4% 

60 

7.5% 

10.4% 

*  Single  life  rates-  two  life  will  be  lower. 

Contact  us  to  find  out  how  a 
Deferred  Gift  Annuity  can  help 
you,  your  family  and  your  church. 

Always  consult  your  financial  advisor  before  making  any  significant  financial  decision. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


(800)  256-9317  or  (225)  346-1535 
Email:  info@umf.org 
www.umf.org 


Mark  your  calendars! 
2007  La.  Annual 
Conference 

RiverCenter 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
June  3-6 

Theme: 

Means  of  Grace: 

Becoming  Grace  People 


St  Philip  UMC/  7 


Are  you  going  to  Youth  '07? 

Wondering  how  you're 
going  to  get  there? 

We  have  a  few  spots  left 
on  the  conference  bus. 

Go  to  http:// 

www.la-umc.org/youth/bus07.php 

for  more  info. 
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Four  New  Orleans  churches  decommissioned 


Sunday,  April  22  was  an  historic  day  for 
the  La.  Annual  Conference  with  four 
church  decommissioning  services  and  five 
merging  charge  conferences  in  the  New 
Orleans  Mission  Zone. 

Churches  voting  to  merge  were  La 
Harpe  and  Thompson  United  Methodist 


Churches;  and  First  Street,  Peck  and 
Wesley  United  Methodist  Churches  (join¬ 
ing  under  the  new  name  First  Street  PW 
United  Methodist  Church). 

Decommissioning  services  were  held 
consecutively  that  afternoon  for  Napoleon, 
Felicity,  John  Wesley  and  St.  Philip  United 


Methodist  Churches.  Ford  Willoughby  of 
Napoleon  UMC  gave  a  presentation  on  the 
history  of  the  German  roots  of  the  church, 
concluding  with  the  Pan  Methodist 
Initiative  while  Rev.  Connie  Thomas 

See  Mission  Zone,  page  7 


Mission:  Africa 


Karen  Ujereh,  a  GBGM  missionary  to  Senegal  in  connection  with  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  is  active  with  a  multi-layered 
ministry  serving  Senegal,  Africa.  Programs  through  the  ministry  benefit  local  farmers,  entrepreneurs,  and  women  learning  new 
trades.  Some  of  the  most  important  work  performed  through  United  Methodist  ministries  is  service  to  local  prisons,  providing 
nutrition  and  spiritual  support.  Fledgling  United  Methodist  churches  in  Senegal  have  also  been  awarded  grants  designed  to 
further  their  ministries  and  service  to  the  people  of  Senegal. 


GBGM  missionary  gives  Senegal  update  in  letter 


Karen  Ujereh,  GBGM  missionary  to 
Senegal  sent  a  recent  issue  of  her 
newsletter  outlining  the  progress  being 
made  through  United  Methodist  efforts  in 
this  impoverished  African  country. 

In  the  newsletter,  Ujereh  thanks  all  of 
the  churches  and  individuals  in  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  who  “have 
supported  me  in  my  ministries.” 

Ujereh’s  advance  number  for  dona¬ 
tions  to  her  work  is  #1091 8Z. 

Excerpts  from  the  newsletter  are  print¬ 


ed  below: 

In  2006,  we  trained  a  group  of  18 
young  ladies  in  the  Rooftop  Garden  tech¬ 
nique.  The  group  came  from  a  commu¬ 
nity  called  Keur  Massar. 

We  have  organized  a  follow-up  pro¬ 
gram  that  will  last  for  six  months  so  that 
the  community  garden  will  be  economi¬ 
cally  viable.  Income  will  be  used  to  assist 
the  youth  organization. 

Rural  Agriculture 

We  expanded  our  assistance  to  rural 


farmers  in  2007.  We  are  still  assisting 
Alphonse  Yaka  and  Gana.  Last  year, 
they  produced  300  sacks  of  onions 
weighing  50  kg  each  sack  (approximately 
33,000  pounds.)  Our  assistance  helps 
them  have  access  to  water.  Alphonse 
expanded  his  agriculture  program  last 
year  to  include  cow  fattening.  He  pur¬ 
chased  cows,  sheep  and  goats  for  this 
additional  project.  His  neighbor  Ngor 
Thiam  later  came  to  us  for  assistance  to 
See  Senegal,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Great  Celebration 


Over  the  past  eleven  days  Kay  and  I 
have  been  out  of  the  state  while  I  have 
attended  meetings  for  the  general 
church.  We  first  were  in  Washington, 
DC  where  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  met.  We  then  flew  to 
Myrtle  Beach,  SC  where  the  Council  of 
Bishops  met.  Both  meetings  were 
intense  and  long!  I  have  come  home 
absolutely  washed  out.  Nothing  is 
more  exhausting  than  sitting  at  meeting 
tables  from  8:00  am  until  10:00  pm  (if 
you’re  lucky!)  every  day.  The  only 
marathon  I  can  compare  these  last 
eleven  days  to  is  General  Conference 
where  we  do  much  the  same  thing. 

In  spite  of  the  duration  factor,  the 
meetings  went  well  and  I  am  excited 
about  many  of  the  outcomes.  There  is 
one  in  particular  I  want  to  relay  on  to 
you. 

In  particular  want  you  to  know  of 
the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Task 
Force  report.  You  will  recall  that  the 
Council  of  Bishops  voted  unanimously 
to  put  forth  a  church-wide  appeal  for 
funds  to  help  rebuild  churches  and  par¬ 
sonages  and  support  clergy  salaries  fol¬ 
lowing  hurricanes  Katrina,  Rita,  and 
Wilma.  While  we  in  Louisiana  inti¬ 
mately  know  the  devastating  results  of 
Rita,  and  Florida  knows  the  damages  of 
Wilma,  the  world  and  nation  seem  to 
recall  most  vividly  the  first  of  these 
huge  storms,  Katrina,  and  thus  the 
name  of  the  task  force.  While  the 
Bishops  fund  is  related  to  Katrina 
Church  Recovery,  we  in  Louisiana  are 
also  being  allowed  to  roll  Rita  response 
into  the  use  of  these  funds  because  we 
have  one  “Mission  Zone”  program  that 
includes  southwest  Louisiana  as  well. 

To  date,  $  3  million  has  been  distrib¬ 
uted  from  this  special  appeal. 

Louisiana  has  received  S1.9  million, 
while  Mississippi  has  received  $  1  mil¬ 
lion  and  Alabama/West  Florida  has 
received  $  1 00  thousand.  We  are  using 
our  funds  at  the  present  to  fund  salaries 
and  benefits  for  clergy  who  are  working 
devotedly  in  the  Mission  Zone  and 
whose  churches  are  unable  to  provide 
this  salary  and  benefit  support.  To  date 
we  have  been  able  to  keep  our  mission 
and  ministry  moving  forward  with  the 
help  of  these  funds. 

As  the  Conference  year  2007-2008 
begins  in  June  2007,  we  will  need  a 
minimum  of  $1.8  million  to  fund 
salaries  and  benefits  for  our  clergy 
whose  churches  are  still  unable  to  pay. 
The  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal 
will  make  this  funding  possible.  There 
will  be  two  more  church-wide  special 
offerings,  one  in  2007  and  one  in  2008, 
to  be  taken  on  a  Sunday  nearest  the 
anniversary  date  of  August  29.  From 
the  monies  collected  in  these  offerings, 
Louisiana  will  receive  further  distribu¬ 
tions  to  help  in  our  recovery  work  with 
our  churches. 

On  September  6  and  7,  2007  the  task 
force  is  going  to  have  a  gathering  in 


New  Orleans  to  say 
“Thank  You”  to 
The  United 
Methodist  Church 
world-wide  for 
their  generosity  and 
help  these  past  two 
years.  Every 
Bishop  has  been 
invited  to  send 
three  representa¬ 
tives  from  their 
conferences  to  New  Orleans  on  those 
dates  to  attend  a  celebration  of  thanks 
hosted  by  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
Alabama/West  Florida  conferences. 
We’re  also  encouraging  pastors  of  the 
one  hundred  largest  churches  in  our 
denomination  to  be  present  as  well.  We 
will  gather  at  the  Doubletree  Hotel  and 
will  celebrate  God’s  goodness  for  all 
that  has  been  done  in  these  three  rav¬ 
aged  conferences.  We  will  then  tour 
New  Orleans  and  possibly  some  of  the 
Mississippi  coast  to  show  how  much  is 
yet  to  be  done.  Prayerfully,  all  will  go 
home  to  continue  to  rally  their  confer¬ 
ences  to  continue  to  support  us  in 
prayer,  to  continue  to  send  workers,  and 
to  know  the  extreme  importance  of 
continuing  to  send  funds  for  us  to  con¬ 
tinue  to  make  progress. 

When  we  gave  this  report  at  the 
Council  of  Bishops,  there  was  great 
enthusiasm!  There  was  a  “revival-like” 
atmosphere  in  the  room  and  words  of 
affirmation  and  encouragement.  There 
was  singing  and  a  spontaneous  offering 
taken  around  the  tables  of  the  bishops! 
On  the  spot  they  contributed  $  1 ,800  out 
of  the  monies  in  their  pockets  and  the 
rallying  cry  was  for  people  to  give  a  lit¬ 
tle  more  so  that  at  least  $2,000  could  be 
raised. 

I  firmly  believe  we  will  have  a  great 
two  days  in  New  Orleans  in  early 
September.  Our  church  has  taken  to 
this  need  with  great  passion  and  great 
commitment.  We  have  received  thou¬ 
sands  of  workers.  We  have  been 
blessed  with  multiple  millions  of  dol¬ 
lars.  We  have  been  the  subject  of  mil¬ 
lions  of  prayer  services  and  personal 
petitions  to  God.  We  are  indeed 
blessed  as  a  people. 

When  you  see  anyone  from  another 
state  that  has  come  to  work  in  hurricane 
recovery  in  Louisiana,  please  say  words 
of  appreciation  to  him  or  her.  They  are 
our  sisters  and  brothers  whose  love  for 
God  has  driven  them  to  demonstrate 
that  in  their  love  for  us.  We  are  a  very 
blessed  people!  Thanks  be  to  God. 

It’s  celebrations  like  this  that  make 
the  journey  so  very  wonderful. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

fell  /JuiUt+At+i-s 

Bill  Hutchinson 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


300th  home  rebuilt  in  Slidell  area 


A  ceremony  dedicating  the  300th 
home  rebuilt  through  the  Slidell 
Disaster  Recovery  Station  was  held 
April  27  at  the  restored  home  of 
Mildred  Torregano  in  Slidell. 
Presbyterian  Community  Outreach  was 
instrumental  in  the  completion  of  the 
home.  Station  coordinator  Dale  Kimball 


presented  a  plaque  to  Torregano  dedicat¬ 
ing  “the  home  at  33 1 8  Effie  Street, 
Slidell,  La.  damaged  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  on  August  29,  2005.”  Anne 
Obringer  of  Medway  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Ohio,  present  at  the  ceremo¬ 
ny,  was  recognized  as  the  10,000th  vol¬ 
unteer  to  come  through  the  station. 


St  Peter  UMC  -  Jeanerette 


A  group  of  church  members  from  St.  Peter  United  Methodist  Church  in  Jeanerette  wore 
African  attire  each  Sunday  in  February  in  recognition  of  Black  History  Month. 
Photographed  after  one  of  the  services  are,  left  to  right.  Sisters  Leona  Banks,  Wanda 
Wise,  Matilda  Parker,  Rev.  Erica  R.  Jenkins,  Sisters  Hope  Charles,  Sandra  Lockett,  Betty 
Edwards,  Lula  Tarleton,  Lorraine  Spain  and  Mary  Clavelle.  Pictured  on  the  front  row  are 
Desmond  Green  and  Dwaylen  Spain. 
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'Resurrection  Women' gathered  for  2007  UMW  Conference  retreat 


In  Revelation  1 :1 8,  Jesus  Christ  says,"...  I  am  He  that  liveth  and 
was  dead  and  behold  I  am  alive  forever  more..." 


This  scripture  brings  great  joy  to  all 
Christians.  We  who  attended  the 
Conference  UMW  Spiritual  Growth 
Retreat  in  February  were  especially  filled 
with  an  intense  desire  to  share  this  joyful 
celebration  of  life. 

“Resurrection  Women”  was  the  name  of 
our  study,  focusing  on  theology  of  mission, 
developed  by  the  Women’s  Division  and 
conducted  by  Pat  Cobb  and  Bobbie  Griffin, 
members  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Core  Planning  Group.  Eighty-six  United 
Methodist  Women  from  Louisiana  joined 
in  heart  and  song,  led  by  Annette  Fortuna 


and  Jackie  Pennington. 

Our  challenge  was  to  carry  out  the 
Great  Commission  to  “go  and  tell”  about 
our  Jesus.  We  were  renewed  to  meet  this 
challenge  during  the  Easter  season,  and  we 
are  seeking  more  new  opportunities  every 
day.  It  is  glorious  to  share  with  others 
the  celebration  of  this  most  important 
greatest  story  ever  told. 

Nature  reawakens  in  springtime  with 
beautiful  new  greenery,  flowers,  fruit  trees 
and  other  blossoms,  along  with  the  return 
of  song  birds.  All  of  these  give  an  awe¬ 
some  environment  to  celebrate  our  Lord 


Jesus  Christ’s  resurrection.  In  fact,  each 
time  I  look  out  the  windows  of  our  home  at 
the  flowers,  shrubs  and  trees  so  lovingly 
planted  by  my  husband  Robert,  I  feel  like 
bursting  into  song:  “Fie  lives,  He  lives, 
Salvation  to  impart!  You  ask  me  how  I 
know  He  lives?  He  lives  within  my  heart.” 

May  your  joy  match  mine  as  we  wor¬ 
ship  every  season  and  celebrate  CHRIST 
IS  RISEN! 

In  Christ’s  Love, 

Harriette 


Harriette  Tucker  Elrod 
Conference  President 
Louisiana  Conference  UMW 


Lottie  Palazzo,  Rita  Parham  and  Sammie  Jo  Perkins  presented  a  Biblical  drama  on 
Saturday  morning  of  the  UMW  retreat.  They  were  respectively  Mary  Magdalene,  Joanna 
(wife  of  one  of  Herod's  stewards),  and  Ruth  (a  young  neighbor). They  relived  the  events 
of  Jesus'  life  and  death,  and  included  their  personal  witness  to  the  risen  Lord. 


Above  left,  Edna  Hickman  and  Lueburda  Myers  enjoy  the  laughter  and  fun  of  friendship 
in  Christ.  Right,  Margie  Harris,  Dorothy  Moss,  Joyce  Thompson  and  Willie  Mae 
Kimbrough  form  a  sharing  group  during  community  building  to  discuss  what  it  means 
to  participate  in  God's  mission. 


Pictued  above  in  the  praise 
and  worship  group  are 
Lueburda  Myers,  Joyce 
Thibodeaux,  Mary  Core,  Jane 
Eubanks,  Beverly  Cox,  Sandy 
DeCelle,  Lottie  Palazzo, 
Carole  Boudreaux  Susie 
Edgecombe  and  others  lift 
their  voices  in  praise.  Left, 
Edna  Hickman  has  a  time  of 
reflection  at  the  lake.  Right, 
Bobbie  Griffin,  Co-Leader, 
sings  "Hallelujah,  Christ  is 
Risen!" 


2007  Conference  UMW  Upcoming  Events 


June  16-19 

July  17 

18-21 
September  20 
21-22 

October  1 3 


West  Gulf  Regional  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Southwestern 
College,  Winfield,  KS 

La.  Conference  UMW  Executive  Committee  Meeting, 

Wesley  Ctr.,  Woodworth 

UMW  Conf.  School  of  Christian  Mission,  Wesley  Center 
UMW  Conf.  Executive  Committee  Meeting  (Baton  Rouge) 

La.  Conference  UMW  34th  Annual  Meeting 
Broadmoor  UMC  (Baton  Rouge) 

UMW  District  Elected  Leaders  Training  (DELT)  ,  Pineville 


UMC 

November  10  Program  Committee  Meeting,  School  of  Christian  Mission 
Committee  Meeting,  TBA 

November  16-18  New  Conf.  Officers  Leadership  Training  Event,  St.  Louis,  MO 
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2007  UMW  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission 


July  18-21,2007 
Wesley  Center,  Woodworth,  LA 


Registration  &  Scholarship  Forms  Available  from  District  UMW 
Officers  and  Online  at  www.la-umc.org/laity/umwomen 
Pre-Registration  Fee:  $1 5.00-Registration  Deadline:  July  10 
Registration  Check-In  July  18  from  10:00  AM  to  12:00  Noon 
First  Timers  Orientation  Begins  on  July  18  at  11 :00  AM 
Lunch  Begins  at  12  Noon-Program  on  July  18  Begins  at  1:30  PM 


Purchase  Resources  at  Conference  School  *  OR  Call  NEW  Mission  Resource 
Center  at:  1-800-305-9857.  Fax  Orders  to  1-214-630-0079— Available  24  Hours. 

MUSIC  &  MISSION  (Spiritual  Growth  Study) 

Adult  Study  Text:  God’s  Mission,  God’s  Song  By  Joyce  Sohl 
Mission  Resource  Center  Stock  #M3001  (English)  Price:  $10.95 
CD  Stock  #M3002  (English)  Price:  $12.95 
Book  &  CD  Stock  #M3003  (English)  Price:  $20.00 

ISRAEL  &  PALESTINE  (Geographical  Study) 

Adult  Study  Text:  Israel  &  Palestine 

Mission  Resource  Center  Stock  #M3006  (English)  Price:  $8.50 
Teacher’s  Guide,  Stock  #M3005  (English)  Price:  $9.00 
Children’s  Storybook,  Stock  #M3004  (English)  Price:  $6.00 

GLOBALIZATION  (General  Issue  Study— REPEAT) 

Adult  Study  Text:  Globalization  and  Its  Impact  on  People’s  Lives, 

2007  Mission  Study  with  Study  Guide  by  Elmira  Nazombe 
Mission  Resource  Center  Stock  #3724,  Price:  $7.50 
Youth  Study  Text:  The  Big  G— Mission  Study  on  Globalization 
Youth  Book  with  Leader’s  Guide  By  Tamara  Walker, 

Stock  #3725,  Price:  $6.00 

Response  magazine  Issue  April  2006;  Mission  Resource  Stock  #3726, 
Price  $2.00;  New  World  Outlook  Issue  March/April  2006;  Mission  Re¬ 
source  Stock  #3738,  Price:  $3.00  *  (Add  Woodworth  Sales  Tax — 8%) 


As  women  in  mission  who  have  a  PURPOSE  which  we  strive  to  fulfill,  we  have  sung  the 
songs  of  mission  for  over  a  century.  Songs  of  justice,  love,  mercy,  and  freedom  have 
changed  so  many  situations  of  hopelessness.  Lyrics  to  “Battle  Hymn  of  The  Republic”  were 
written  by  Julia  Ward  Howe  to  resists  slavery.  Fanny  Crosby  wrote,  “Rescue  the  Perishing” 
as  she  worked  with  the  poor  of  New  York  City  in  the  late  1900s  and  shaped  the  church’s 
understanding  of  mission.  Martin  Luther  King  led  the  people  in  singing  “We  Shall 
Overcome,”  and  now  freedom  movements  throughout  the  world  lean  on  that  song  for  hope. 

This  year’s  mission  studies  on  Mission  &  Music,  Israel/Palestine,  and  Globalization, 
present  opportunities  to  continue  the  legacy  of  justice  and  freedom.  We  will  struggle  as  we 
confront  our  feelings-  joy  for  some  of  us  as  walls  or  barriers  are  going  up  in  some  part  of  the 
world,  or  for  others,  sadness  and  despair  as  walls  are  being  erected. 

How  do  we  sing  across  the  walls?  Walls  isolate  and  separate  for  economic,  social,  politi¬ 
cal  and /  or  religious  purposes.  What  can  a  song  do?  Bring  hope  and  give  courage. 

The  African  American  spiritual,  “I’m  gonna  live  so  God  can  use  me,”  repeats  after  every 
verse,  “Anywhere  Lord,  Anytime” 

We,  too,  are  called  to  sing  a  song  of  hope  and  freedom  across  walls.  Jesus  Christ  sets  us 
free  to  be  whole  persons.  We  sing  for  the  freedom  of  all  people,  not  just  ourselves.  We  sing 
of  the  Good  News  that  God  loves  everyone  and  invites  the  most  unexpected  people  to  the 
feast.  We  sing  the  songs  of  hope  that  have  the  power  to  bring  down  walls  of  hatred  and 
injustice.  Sing  across  the  walls! 

Let  our  song  be... 

I’m  gonna  live  so  God  can  use  me 

I’m  gonna  work  so  God  can  use  me 

I’m  gonna  pray  so  God  can  use  me 

I’m  gonna  sing  so  God  can  use  me 
Anywhere  Lord,  Anytime! 

Evelyn  and  I  cordially  invite  all  United  Methodist  Women,  Laity,  Teen  Women  and 
College  Women  to  join  us  at  the  2007  School  of  Christian  Mission  for  a  time  of  study,  song 
and  worship  as  we  seek  to  discover  new  ways  to  “Sing  across  the  Walls”  in  our  journey  of 
Christian  Faith. 

Jan  Dickerson 
Conference  Dean 


Jan  Dickerson,  Dean  Evelyn  Martin,  Asst.  Dean 


2007  UMW  Mission  Projects 

Dulac  Community  Center  needs  tables,  chairs,  and  a  PA  System. 

MacDonell  Children’s  Services — Houma — needs  Personal  Care  Items: 
Shampoo/Conditioner,  Hair  Gel,  Toothpaste,  Deodorant,  Lotion,  Powder, 

Brushes,  Combs,  Dental  Floss,  Feminine  Products,  Mouthwash,  and  like 

items. 

(These  can  be  grouped  in  individual  bags  or  donated  boxed  in  bulk.) 

St.  Mark’s  Community  Center — New  Orleans — has  a  dire  need  for  Capital 
Funds  to  support  the  restart  of  their  Summer  Camp  Program  for  up  to  50 
children  (from  June — August  2007),  and  After  School  Program  (from 
August  2007 — May  2008).  Particular  needs  include  meals,  field  trips,  T- 
shirts, sports  equipment,  arts  and  crafts  supplies,  and  reading  and  writing 
materials. 

Donations  for  projects  may  be  collected  and  brought  to  our  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission  in  July,  and  to  our  Conference  Annual  Meeting  in  September. 
IMPORTANT:  Please  DO  NOT  MAKE  MONETARY  DONATIONS  DIRECT  TO 
THE  AGENCIES.  Make  checks  payable  to  LA  Conference  UMW— marked  for  the 
specific  Mission  Project  you  are  supporting.  If  you  donate  needed  items  directly,  please 
inform  our  LA  Conference  UMW  Treasurer  of  your  gift,  so  we  can  update  the  needs. 
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School  Study  Group  &  Music  Leaders _ 

MUSIC  &  MISSION  GROWTH  STUDY  LEADER 

Rita  Frankie  is  a  retired  Consecrated  Diaconal  Minister  who  served  in  the  TN,  LA,  and  NW  Texas  Conferences.  She  holds  a  Master’s  Degree  in  Christian 
Education  from  Scarritt  College,  Nashville,  TN  and  has  done  Post  Graduate  studies  at  Iliff  School  of  Theology  in  Denver,  the  University  of  Colorado  and 
Claremont  School  of  Theology,  CA.  She  has  served  as  Associate  Director  of  the  Northwest  Texas  Council  on  Ministries,  Conference  Staff  Resource  to  the 
Northwest  Texas  UMW,  and  as  Director  of  Jurisdictional  Lab  Schools  at  Sacramento,  NM.  Additionally,  she  has  served  in  Northwest  Texas  on  the 
Conference  Board  of  Church  and  Society,  Conference  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  and  Conference  Commission  on  Religion  and  Race. 

She  and  Rev.  Frankie  recently  returned  from  South  Korea  where  they  served  as  missionaries  at  the  private  Kyung-hwa  Christian  School  for  Girls.  \  e 
there,  the  school  founder  honored  Rev.  &  Mrs.  Frankie  by  naming  the  school’s  new  English  library,  The  Frankie  Library  of  Kyung-hwa.  The  Frankie  s  were 
responsible  for  acquiring  over  one  thousand  English  books  for  the  school. 

Mrs.  Frankie  is  a  talented  soloist,  has  initiated  and  directed  choirs  in  two  churches  and  has  written  some  “God-given  songs.  Music  has  been  a  big  part  o  er 
life  since  she  was  a  child. 


H  MUSICIAN  &  SONG  LEADER 

Rev.  Connie  Breaux  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  serving  as  Director  for  Campus  Ministry  of  Wesley  Foundation,  Defector  Chaplin  for  Grambling  State 
University  Campus  Ministry,  and  as  Associate  Minister  at  Trinity  UMC,  of  Ruston,  LA.  Rev.  Breaux  is  an  ordained  Deacon  in  full  connection  with  the 
LA  Annual  Conference.  She  attended  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU  at  Dallas,  and  holds  B.A.  and  M.A  degrees  from  Southern  University,  Baton 
Rouge  in  the  area  of  Music  Education.  Her  ministerial  passion  is  celebrated  through  her  gifts  and  talents  of  music  and  preparing  young  adults  for  leader¬ 
ship  in  today’s  society.  Rev.  Breaux  sponsors  a  College  Women’s  UMW  Rebecca  Circle  and  is  a  member  of  Trinity  UMW  Executive  Board,  Delta  Sigma 
Theta  Sorority,  UM  Campus  Ministers  in  Higher  Education,  and  State  Epiphany  Prison  Ministry  for  Youth  Defenders.  She  is  founder  and  director  of 
Women  Gathering  At  The  Well  Ministries,  General  Representative  for  People  of  Color  of  the  National  Campus  Ministry  Association,  and  former  president 
of  the  Black  Methodist  for  Church  Renewal  in  the  LA  Conference.  Rev.  Breaux  is  the  recent  recipient  of  the  2006  National  Richard  R.  Hicks  Campus 
Rev.  Connie  Breaux  Ministry  Award  for  Diversity. 

GLOBALIZATION  STUDY  LEADERS 

J.  Rodney  Dickerson,  P.  E.  has  gathered  insight  into  a  number  of  different  cultures  during  business  related  travel  in  the  past  35+  years  as  a  professional 
engineer.  During  the  70’s  and  80’s  he  was  heavily  involved  in  the  oil  and  gas  industry  where  he  worked  as  a  consultant  to  various  organizations  and  busi¬ 
nesses  located  in  Europe,  the  Middle  East,  Africa,  Central  and  South  America,  India,  South  East  Asia  and  Canada.  Since  1990  he  has  worked  exclusively  in 
the  environmental  field  dealing  with  waste  water  for  municipalities  in  the  United  States  and  governmental  agencies  abroad.  He  holds  nine  environmentally 
related  US  patents  and  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  a  Chicago  based  waste  water  Service  Company.  Additionally,  he  serves  as  Trustee  in  his  home 
church,  has  been  a  Certified  Lay  Speaker  in  the  LA  Conference  since  2002  and  is  a  member  of  Gideon’s  International. 

Rev.  Amy  Mercer  graduated  from  the  Escola  Americana  -  Rio  de  Janeiro  Brazil,  obtained  her  BS  at  University  of  Cincinnati,  MS  at  University  of  Georgia, 
and  completed  her  BGTS  at  Perkins,  Asbury  and  United  Theological  Seminaries  (Jan.  2000).  In  June  2003,  she  was  ordained  as  a  Deacon  in  full  connec¬ 
tion  in  the  LA  Annual  Conference.  Amy  was  Program  Director  for  local  missions  at  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette.  She  has  led  mission  trips  to  Cuba,  Russia, 
South  Africa,  and  local  mission  trips  to  New  Orleans.  While  serving  at  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  as  the  Minister  of  Missions  and  Discipleship,  she 
worked  with  their  Missions  Ministry  to  fund  and  build  a  church  in  Balfour,  S.  Africa  to  celebrate  BUMC’s  50th  anniversary.  She  serves  on  the  Louisiana 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  as  chair  of  the  Vietnamese  Initiative,  and  was  liaison  for  the  Red  Cross  Shelter  operations  at  BUMC  following  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita.  Currently  serving  as  Director  of  Operations  for  LA  UM  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  she  oversees  six  stations  and  two  substations  across 
Louisiana.  This  ministry,  through  volunteers,  is  rebuilding  homes  and  communities  for  the  “least,  the  last  and  the  lost.” 


J.  Rodney  Dickerson 


Rev.  Amy  Mercer 


flpr/ ' 


Rev.  Arnold  V. 
Brown 


Rev.  Larry  Maxwell 


Rev.  Bernadine 
Johnson 


ISRAEL  AND  PALESTINE  STUDY  LEADERS 

Rev.  Arnold  V.  Brown  is  originally  from  Bogalusa,  LA,  graduated  from  Dillard  University  with  a  degree  in  Biology  Pre-Med  and  received  his  Master’s  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Gammon  Theological  Seminary  in  Atlanta,  GA.  Rev.  Brown  was  first  appointed  to  St.  James  and  Round  Grove  United  Methodist 
Churches,  Shreveport  District,  and  in  1992  was  appointed  to  Neely  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  where  he  has  served  for  15  years.  He  has  also 
been  active  in  the  LA  Conference,  having  served  on  the  Board  of  Pensions,  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry  and  the  Conference  Committee  on  Special 
Ministries.  Currently  he  is  a  member  of  the  Strengthening  the  Black  Church  for  the  21st  Century  Task  Force.  Rev.  Brown  has  taught  in  local,  district  and 
conference  Schools  of  Christian  Mission.  Mission  studies  he  has  taught  are  Africa  Churches  Speak,  John  Wesley,  Joshua,  James,  India  /Pakistan  and 
Refugees.  He  says,  as  a  minister,  “few  things  compare  with  teaching  in  the  United  Methodist  Schools  of  Christian  Mission.” 

Rev.  Larry  Maxwell  was  bom  in  Gadsden,  AL.  He  received  his  BA  Degree  from  High  Point  College,  NC,  and  Bachelor  of  Sacred  Theology  and  Master  of 
Divinity  Degrees  from  Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  American  University,  and  Washington  D.C.  He  also  studied  at  LSU-Baton  Rouge  as  a  Doctoral  Pre- 
Candidate,  Matriculating  Student,  Ph.D.,  and  Clinical  Psychology.  Since  1962,  he  has  served  as  pastor  to  churches  in  NC,  MD,  Washington  D.C.,  AK,  and 
LA.  Larry  is  an  ordained  Elder  and  Minister  of  the  LA  Annual  Conference.  He  has  also  served  as  an  Associate  Evangelist  of  the  National  Association  of 
United  Methodist  Evangelists,  interned  as  a  Psychiatric  Chaplain  at  Spring  Grove  Psychiatric  Hospital,  Baltimore,  MD  and  St.  Elizabeth’s  Psychiatric 
Hospital,  Washington,  D.C.;  taught  Old  Testament  and  New  Testament  at  the  University  of  Arkansas,  Little  Rock;  initiated  a  private  practice  of  Family 
Counseling  in  Baton  Rouge;  and  worked  as  an  Independent  Petroleum  Landsman  and  Licensed  Realtor  in  Louisiana.  Currently,  Larry  is  Pastor  of  First 
UMC  and  Wesley  Chapel  UMC,  Homer.  He  is  married  to  the  former  Virginia  Ruth  Redmon  and  they  have  one  son,  two  daughters,  three  grandchildren  and 
one  great  grandchild. 

Rev.  Bernadine  Johnson  is  an  ordained  deacon  in  full  connection  with  the  Louisiana  Conference.  She  serves  as  chairperson  of  the  Division  of  Deacons  and 
Diaconal  Ministers  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry.  She  has  served  as  conference  and  district  study  leader  on  Mexico,  Creating  Interfaith 
Community,  and  Globalization.  She  has  led  local  mini-school  studies  and  been  a  speaker  for  UMW  Sunday  worship  services.  She  is  also  an  attorney  in  pub¬ 
lic  service  practice  focusing  on  attorney  regulation  and  professional  ethics.  She  completed  graduate  theological  studies  at  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  SMU. 
She  received  her  J  D  degree  from  Whittier  College  School  of  Law,  and  BA  degree  from  California  State  University,  Los  Angeles.  She  is  a  native  of  New 
Orleans  and  presently  resides  in  Baton  Rouge. 
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Women's  Division  News 


Kathleen  Conrad,  Director 
Women's  Division  &  GBGM 
From  Louisiana  Conference 


Signs  of  protest,  peace,  pleas  for  clean  water,  and  shouts  of  living  positively  with  HIV  aids  were  only  a  few  of  the  sights  and  sounds 
experienced  by  Kathleen  Conrad,  United  Methodist  Women  and  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  Director  at  the  7th  Annual  World 
Social  Forum  in  Nairobi,  Kenya.  The  opening  ceremony  began  January  20  and  concluded  on  January  25,  2007.  Bishop  Desmond  Tutu  was 
one  of  many  honorable  and  distinguished  guests  to  extend  a  welcome  to  persons  in  attendance.  The  Forum  theme  was  “People’s  Struggles, 
People’s  Alternatives.” 

Persons  from  five  continents  and  over  one  hundred  and  forty  countries  came  together  to  network,  converse,  and  strategize  about 
actions  to  transform  the  world  and  give  hope  to  the  people  of  the  “World  South,”  giving  way  to  a  better  world  organized  around  justice  and 
social  solidarity.  World  Social  Forum  presentations  for  the  over  50,000  people  present  included  hundreds  of  forums  addressing  education, 
labor,  HIV,  poverty,  world  peace,  housing,  human  rights  and  historical,  social,  and  ecological  debt  to  name  a  few.  This  was  the  first  time  the 
forum  was  held  in  Africa  and  only  the  second  time  for  it  to  be  held  outside  of  de  Porto  Alegre,  Brazil.  “I  felt  as  if  I  was  personally  invited 
by  God  to  attend  what  in  reality  was  an  international  smorgasbord  of  social,  economic,  and  justice  issues  that  effect  all  of  us  whether  we  are 
the  recipients  or  the  root  cause  of  these  problems,”  Kathleen  often  states.  Following  the  closing  of  the  WSF  the  delegation  visited  with 
women  in  the  Mathare  Slums  and  conversed  with  women  organized  to  come  together  as  sisters  to  serve  and  empower  one  another  through 
the  HIV  aids  struggle. 

Members  of  the  delegation  included  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionaries  Elmira  Sellu  and  Shimba  Mulunda.  The  delega¬ 
tion  from  the  Women’s  Division  Staff  included,  Carol  Barton,  Women’s  Division  Executive  Secretary  for  Racial  Justice,  Paulette  Kim, 
Executive  Secretary  for  Membership,  Angela  Lauver,  member  of  the  UMW  University/  College  Consultation  Group,  and  two  Women’s 
Division  directors,  Carol  Gaston  and  Kathleen  Conrad.  A  United  States  Social  Forum  is  scheduled  for  June  27  to  July  1  in  Atlanta  Georgia 
Civic  Center. 

Registration,  workshop,  and  logistics  information  can  be  obtained  by  contacting  the  US  Social  Forum  at  404-586-0460,  Ext  32,  or  at 
www.USSF2007.org.  (For  more  complete  information  online  go  to:  http://new.gbgm-umc.org/umw.) 


Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles 


SCHOOL  OF  MISSION  STUDY  LEADERS-  ISRAEL  AND  PALESTINE  (Continued) 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles  was  educated  at  Northeast  and  Southern  Methodist  Universities.  He  has  served  as  District  Superintendent  of  the  Ruston  District, 
Representative  to  the  Council  on  Evangelism  of  UMC,  Delegate  to  World  Methodist  Council  in  Brighton,  England  in  2001  and  was  elected  Executive 
Committee  of  the  World  Methodist  Council  meeting  in  Port  Elizabeth,  South  Africa.  He  has  twice  been  an  Exchange  Pastor  to  Ireland.  His  pastorates  in  the  La. 
Conference  include  FUMC  of  Pineville  for  11  years,  FUMC  of  Lafayette,  Simsboro,  Jonesville,  and  Jennings  and  Chaplain  to  Holiday  Inns  of  America. 
Currently,  Bro.  Jimmie  serves  as  the  General  Secretary  of  the  United  Christian  Ashrams  International  located  in  Ruston,  La.  He  says,  “One  of  the  highlights  dur¬ 
ing  my  years  of  ministry  was  to  meet  and  hear  Dr.  E.  Stanley  Jones  in  person.  I  am  continually  reminded  of  the  challenge  before  me  to  represent  UCA  founder, 
Bro.  Stanley.”  He  considers  it  a  privilege  to  have  served  as  an  Evangelist  in  Florida,  Michigan,  Minnesota,  Texas  and  Louisiana,  is  an  eloquent  teacher  of  the 
Gospel  and  highly  gifted  as  an  Evangelist. 


Rev.  Constance 
Saizon 


Rev.  Constance  Saizon  graduated  from  Xavier  University  in  the  field  of  education,  and  completed  a  five-year  Ministerial  Course  at  Millsap  College,  Jackson, 
Miss.,  after  which  she  was  appointed  pastor  of  Peoples  UMC  in  New  Orleans.  In  August  2005  she  was  displaced  from  her  home  and  appointment  by  Hurricane 
Katrina  and  relocated  to  Baton  Rouge.  In  June  2006  she  was  appointed  Pastor  of  St.  Landry  UMC  in  Gonzales  and  Assoc.  Pastor  at  Robert  UMC  in  Denham 
Springs. 

Since  the  storm,  she  has  developed  a  Christian  Comedy  Ministry  which  “uplifts”  God  and  Godly  principles  through  comedy,  and  provides  good  therapy  for  her¬ 
self  and  others.  She  performs  at  banquets  and  church/district  functions,  including  the  Katrina/Rita  Party  at  the  2006  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Pastor  Saizon 
is  a  long-time  supporter  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  Men.  She  is  a  member  of  the  District  Ministry  Team,  Church  Women  United,  Christian  Women’s 
Connection  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Family  Resource  Center  in  Walker.  She  is  treasurer  of  the  Local  Pastors  Organization,  and  is  a 
cancer  advocate  through  Sisters  Supporting  Sisters.  Pastor  Saizon  also  has  a  radio  broadcast  which  airs  on  WLNO  10.60  AM  on  Saturday  evenings. 


Lueburda  J.  Myers  is  immediate  past  President  of  La.  Conf.  UMW 
and  current  Chair  of  LA  Conf.  UMW  Committee  on  Nominations. 
She  is  a  retired  Caddo  Parish  school  teacher  and  Recreation  Supt. 
for  the  City  of  Shreveport.  She  continues  to  fulfill  her  dream  to 
help  others  see  the  possibilities  that  exist  within  and  around  them, 
to  maximize  their  potential  and  preparation  for  achieving  their 
dreams  and  goals. 

Lueburda  is  a  member  of  the  National  Education  Association,  La. 
Association  of  Educators,  and  Caddo  Association  of  Educators.  She 
is  Lay  Leader  for  St.  Paul  UMC  and  a  Certified  Lay  Speaker.  She 
has  been  twice  recognized  by  National  Reading  Is  Fundamental, 

Inc.  as  a  “National  Volunteer  of  the  Year”  for  her  contributions  to  children  and  family 
literacy.  Lueburda  also  received  the  YWCA  Women  Who  Make  a  Difference  Award, 
NAACP  Community  Service  Award;  Alpha  Kappa  Alpha  Sorority  Graduate  Advisor 
Award;  Graduate  Good  Citizenship  Award;  Caddo  Secondary  Educator  of  the  Year 
Award;  and  KSLA  Channel  12  T.V.  Teacher  of  the  Week.  Lueburda  is  a  native  of 
Napoleonville,  La.  in  Assumption  Parish.  She  and  her  husband  Kenneth  are  the  par¬ 
ents  of  two  adult  sons  and  six  grandchildren. 


TEEN  STUDY 
GROUP  LEADERS 


Lueburda  J.  Myers 


Doret  Gilbert- 
Wilson 


Doret  Gilbert-Wilson  grew  up  in  Jamaica,  and  has  been  in  the 
United  States  for  38  years,  in  Monroe,  La.  for  the  past  16  years.  She 
has  a  Business  Degree  in  Management  and  has  worked  a 
Manufacturing  Supervisor.  Doret  has  served  as  District  Youth  Co- 
Coordinator,  UMW  Vice  President,  Mission  Coordinator  for 
Education  and  Interpretation,  Lay  Speaker,  President  of  her  local  UMW  Unit, 
Mission  and  Worship  Coordinator  for  her  church,  and  on  the  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  and  Committee  on  Strengthening  Black  Churches.  Doret  started  the 
Young  Adventurers  for  Hope  UMC,  and  is  the  Executive  Director  for  a  non-profit 
organization  which  helps  adults  and  kids  who  are  victims  ot  HIV/AIDS,  leprosy  and 
homelessness.  She  is  married  and  has  two  children. 


2007  Calendar  Deadlines  For  Local  Units/Members 
to  Send  Action/Scholarship  Info  To  District  Officers: 

Membership,  Nurture,  Outreach: 

Woman  in  Mission  Nominees — June  1st 
Social  Action:  Charter  for  Racial  Justice — June  1  st 
Estelle  Dameron  Scholarships:  First-Timers  Only — June  1st 
Education  &  Interpretation:  Mission  Studies  &  Mission 
Today  Units — August  1st 

Program  Resources:  Reading  Program  Reports — August  1st 


Learning  Center  Displays 

District  sponsored  Learning  Center  Displays  will  highlight  the 
2007  Mission  Studies.  Displays  will  be  located  along  the  hallway  of 
the  main  lodge.  A  table  and  covering  will  be  provided  for  each 
district.  Displays  will  be  ready  for  viewing  by  1:00  p.m.  Wednesday, 
July  18th  and  taken  down  Friday  after  Fun  Night,  July  20th. 

Certification  and  Credits  Opportunity 

Up  to  2.00  CEU  credits  for  clergy,  as  outlined  by  the  Board  of 
Ordained  Ministry,  are  available  for  full  participation  in  the  2007 
School  of  Christian  Mission. 

Lay  Speakers  who  need  to  re-certify  can  also  receive  a 
certificate  of  full  participation  in  studies  that  can  be  presented  to 
their  District  Lay  Leader  for  approved  re-certification. 


All  articles  &  news  stories  are  welcomed. 
This  Newsletter  Insert  is  published 
four  times  a  year. 

Due  Dates  for  Articles/News: 
January  Newsletter — Due  Nov.  20, 2006 
May  Newsletter — Due  March  26, 2007 
August  Newsletter — Due  July  9, 2007 
Nov.  Newsletter — Due  Oct.  8, 2007 

Send  articles  to: 

Mary  Quinones 

4904  Bissonet  Dr.,  Metairie,  LA  70003 

Phone:  (504)  885-5550 

By  Email —  pmquinones2@aol.com 
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Worshippers  gather  outside  St.  Philip  UMC  in  New  Orleans  on  April  22  for  a  decommis¬ 
sioning  service. The  church  is  one  of  four  decommissioned  on  that  date.  At  total  of  six 
churches  in  New  Orleans  have  been  through  this  process,  to  date. 

Mission  Zone,  from  page  1 


served  as  pastor  for  the  uptown  church. 

Three  members  of  Felicity  UMC  cele¬ 
brated  their  last  communion  in  the  sanctu¬ 
ary  with  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson 
officiating.  Rev.  Marva  Mitchell  served  as 
pastor  of  Felicity  prior  to  Hurricane 
Katrina  . 

Rev.  Helena  Wright  Butler,  former  pas¬ 
tor  of  John  Wesley,  said,  “It  is  a  sad  day 
because  of  the  type  of  ministries  the  church 
had  in  the  past.” 

Senegal,  from  page  7 

do  the  same  and  we  have  added  Ibou  Tine 
and  Tening  Thiam  to  our  program.  Ibou  is 
fattening  cows  and  Tening  (Martha)  is 
working  with  pigs. 

Our  well  project  is  jumping  over  hur¬ 
dles.  Perhaps  my  vision  was  too  aggres¬ 
sive.  Digging  a  well  manually  is  no  easy 
task.  Most  of  the  wells  are  to  be  1 5m 
which  is  approximately  50  feet.  I  was  told 
that  if  we  purchased  a  water  pump  it  would 
go  faster,  so  I  did.  It  has  helped,  but  it  has 
not  gone  as  fast  as  I  had  hoped.  The 
ground  is  hard  and  dry,  giant  rocks  are 
beneath  the  soil.  We  have  had  diggers  who 
refuse  to  dig  further  because  of  the  difficul¬ 
ty  involved. 

We  are  not  discouraged;  we  are  still 
working  in  the  villages  of  Sessene, 
Thiadiaye,  Louly,  Bako  Bof  and  Keur 
Yarim. 

Prison  Ministry 

The  repairs  at  Rufisque  Prison  are  fin¬ 
ished  and  everyone  is  very,  very  happy. 

All  of  the  cells  have  toilets  and  showers  so 
that  now  the  prisoners  do  not  have  to  use 
buckets  to  ease  themselves  at  night. 

In  2006  we  were  able  to  prepare  lunch 
at  Rufisque  twice  and  also  at  Camp  Penal 
twice.  In  2007  we  hope  to  serve  one  very 
good  lunch  each  month  at  both  prisons. 

Our  literacy  program  continues  at  all 
three  prisons,  as  well  as  our  embroidery 
classes.  Since  so  many  inmates  can  not 
read  and  write,  sewing  and  embroidery 


St.  Philip  UMC  church  members  and 
persons  who  supported  the  ministries 
attended  the  solemn  ceremony  which 
remembered  the  people,  ministries  and 
work  of  Rev.  Leslie  Taylor,  former  pastor. 

These  decommissioned  churches  will  be 
the  responsibility  of  the  Conference 
Trustees.  Although  these  four  churches  are 
closing,  the  church  buildings  will  be  used 
for  other  ministries  in  the  future. 


helps  keep  their  minds  occupied. 

Women’s  Skills  Center 

The  Women’s  Skills  Center  (WSC)  is 
still  going  strong  and  we  would  like  to  say 
“thank  you”  to  everyone  who  supported  us 
by  purchasing  items  made  by  the  girls  in 
the  center. 

We  are  very  encouraged  so  far  this  year 
by  the  performance  of  the  third  year  stu¬ 
dents.  We  hope  to  give  each  graduating 
student  a  sewing  machine  in  July. 

The  pastry  chef  we  hired  is  working  out 
fine,  and  on  Wednesdays,  the  office  is  full 
because  everyone  is  anxious  to  taste  what 
they  have  prepared. 

This  year  we  are  emphasizing  sewing, 
embroidery  (hand  and  machine),  painting 
on  cloth,  tie-dying,  batik,  French  literacy 
and  cooking.  We  have  2 1  students  in 
Dakar  and  14  in  Mbour. 

Micro-Credit  Program 

The  micro-credit  program  has  expanded 
from  only  five  groups  (125  women)  in 
2006  to  13  groups  (325  women)  in  2007. 
We  are  also  giving  micro-credit  loans  to 
participants  in  the  agriculture  program  to 
help  with  expansion  and  also  to  source 
water. 

The  program  provides  individual  loans 
to  employees  and  others  who  express  the 
desire  to  become  entrepreneurs. 

Six  United  Methodist  Churches  in 
Senegal  were  also  given  loans  totaling 
$10,000  for  church  projects. 


Annual  Conference  Meal  Schedule 

MONDAY,  JUNE  4 

7:00  a.m. 

Fourth  Day  Breakfast 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

12:00  Noon 

COS  ROW 

RiverCenter  Room  1* 

12:00  Noon 

Centenary  Lunch 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

12:00  Noon 

Special  Appt  to  Ext.  Ministries 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

1 2:00  Noon 

Order  of  St.  Luke 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

12:00  Noon 

EOTour  Host  Lunch 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

12:00  Noon 

BMCR  Lunch 

Wesley  UMC 

3:30-5:30  pm 

Clergy  spouse  social 

RiverCenter  - 
River  View  Room 

5:30  p.m. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

5:30  p.m. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

5:30  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

5:30  p.m. 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  1* 

5:30  p.m. 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

5:30  p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 

Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  7 

5:30  p.m. 

Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  5 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

City  Club 

12:00  Noon 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

12:00  Noon 

UMM  Luncheon 

RiverCenter  Room  7# 

12:00  Noon 

W.T.  Handy  Luncheon 

Camphor  UMC 

12:00  Noon 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  6 

7:00  a.m. 

Christian  Unity  &  Interreligious 

Concerns 

Wesley  UMC 

1 2:00  Noon 

*Rooms  1  &  2 
#Rooms  7  &  8 

Award's  Banquet 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

Children's  Home  awareness  breakfast 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church's  children's  choirs  performed  at  the  April  24 
Louisiana  Children's  Horn's  Awareness  Breakfast  held  in  Baton  Rouge. The  choir  includ¬ 
ed  the  Tuneful  Tots,  Merry  Music  Makers,  Joy  Notes  and  Young  Wesleyans . 


Over  500  people  attended  The 
Louisiana  Children’s  Home’s  Awareness 
Breakfast  held  April  24  at  the  Holiday  Inn 
Select  in  Baton  Rouge.  The  event  featured 
presentations  on  the  facility’s  current  pro¬ 
grams  and  future  plans  for  expansion  into 
South  Louisiana.  State  Senator  Randy 
Ewing  served  as  master  of  ceremonies  and 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  welcomed 
guests. 

Donna  Reeves,  alumna  of  the  Children's 
Home  in  Ruston,  served  as  guest  speaker, 
sharing  her  personal  experiences  while 
residing  at  the  home.  In  recalling  those 


experiences.  Reeves  said,  “All  of  these 
things,  these  normal  childhood  things  made 
me  feel  safe  and  loved  and  cared  for.  I 
would  not  be  who  I  am  and  where  I  am 
today,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  Children’s 
Home.” 

A  second  breakfast  is  slated  for 
Tuesday,  Sept.  1 8,  2007  in  Lake  Charles  at 
the  Civic  Center.  If  you  are  interested  in 
attending  this  event  or  being  a  sponsor  or 
table  captain  for  this  event,  please  contact 
Doug  Hall  at  (985)  860-5247  or  Jane  Ellen 
Boothe  at  (318)  242-4638  or  (866)  255- 
5830. 
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Andress  retires  from  Centenary  Choir; 
Hobson  new  director 


SHREVEPORT,  LA 
—  Centenary  College 
of  Louisiana  has 
appointed  David 
Andrew  Hobson  to  be 
the  A.C.  “Cheesy” 

Voran  Choir  Director 
of  the  Centenary 
College  Choir,  effec¬ 
tive  July  1,  2007. 

Hobson,  who  is  an 
alumnus  of  both 
Centenary  College  and  the  Choir,  becomes 
only  the  fourth  conductor  in  the  choir’s  65- 
year  history. 

Hobson  replaces  Dr.  Will  K.  Andress, 
who  held  the  position  for  33  years  and 
retires  June  30.  Other  conductors  were  the 
late  founder,  Dr.  A.C.  “Cheesy”  Voran 
(director  from  1941-1972)  and  the  late  Dr. 
William  J.  Ballard  (1972-1974). 

During  Andress’  tenure  as  director,  the 
choir  sang  in  almost  every  town  and  city  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference,  as  well  as  20 
other  states  and  36  nations.  Under  his 
direction  the  choir  performed  at  General 
Conference  in  Pittsburgh  and  seven  times 
for  Christmas  at  The  White  House. 


In  addition  to  conducting  the  Centenary 
College  Choir,  Hobson  joins  the  staff  of  the 
Hurley  School  of  Music  as  a  full-time  fac¬ 
ulty  member. 

Hobson  is  a  1998  alumnus  of 
Centenary,  earning  a  bachelor  of  music 
degree  with  honors.  He  later  completed  the 
master  of  sacred  music  program  at  Emory 
University,  studying  conducting  with  Eric 
Nelson.  He  is  currently  finishing  the  doc¬ 
torate  of  musical  arts  in  choral  conducting 
at  Louisiana  State  University,  where  he  is  a 
student  of  Ken  Fulton. 

While  earning  his  academic  credentials, 
Hobson  stayed  active  in  music  ministries  at 
churches  in  Shreveport,  Atlanta  and  Baton 
Rouge.  Most  recently,  Hobson  staged  and 
directed  productions  of  Joseph  and  the 
Amazing  Technicolor  Dreamcoat, 

Godspell,  and  Fiddler  on  the  Roof  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Hobson  is  married  to  pediatrician  Dr. 
Emily  Robinson  Hobson,  a  native  of 
Shreveport.  The  Hobsons  have  two  young 
daughters,  Hannah,  4,  and  Landry,  6 
months.  Hobson  is  a  native  of  Marshall, 
Texas. 


David  Hobson 


Campbell  named  new  director 
of  Multicultural  Ministries 


Rev.  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell  will  be 
appointed  at  the  June 
session  of  the  Annual 
Conference  as  the 
Conference  Director 
of  Multicultural 
Ministries.  This 
appointment  follows 
a  decision  of  the 
2005  Conference 
session  to  provide  a 
full-time  staff  position  for  this  important 
aspect  of  our  ministry.  The  action  of  fill¬ 
ing  this  new  position  was  delayed  by  one 
year  due  to  the  Hurricanes  of  2005. 

“The  position  of  Director  of 
Multicultural  Ministries  enhances  our 
previous  work  in  Special  Ministries  and 
allows  for  a  full-time  staff  person  in 
place  of  the  current  part-time  position. 
The  office  of  Multicultural  Ministries 
will  be  a  support,  advocate,  and  resource 
for  our  ethnic  congregations  and  pastors. 
It  will  also  be  an  advocate  and  education¬ 
al  vehicle  for  our  calling  to  be  a  Church 


for  all  people  as  we  fulfill  our  motto  of 
‘Open  Hearts,  Open  Minds,  Open 
Doors,”’  said  Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  provost. 

Dr.  Campbell  has  served  the 
Louisiana  Conference  as  Director  of 
Special  Ministries  and  has  provided  lead¬ 
ership  in  Shalom  Zone,  The  W.  T.  Handy 
Convocation,  the  Strengthening  the 
Black  Church  Task  Force,  and  ministries 
to  Hispanic,  Korean,  Vietnamese,  and 
Chinese  persons.  He  currently  pastors 
Roberts  UMC  in  Denham  Springs. 

“I  pray  that  God  can  utilize  this  new 
season  in  my  life  to  cultivate  bridge 
building  for  our  Conference,”  said 
Campbell,  who  is  married  to  Jacqueline 
and  has  two  children,  Kevin  and  Melissa. 

All  communications  for  the  Office  of 
Multicultural  Ministries  should  be  sent  to 
527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802;  email  address  is 
ajcampbell@bellsouth.net  and  adminis¬ 
trative  assistant  Cindy  Scott  may  be 
reached  at  cscottl8@bellsouth.net  with 
phone  number  (225)  346-1646  (office). 


Rev.  Alonzo 
Campbell 


Dulac  job  opportunity 

Dulac  Community  Center  in  Dulac,  La. 
is  seeking  an  Executive  Director  to 
plan,  direct  and  coordinate:  develop¬ 
ment  and  administration  of  all  pro¬ 
grams  and  services;  development  and 
management  of  personnel,  finances, 
property  maintenance  and  fund  rais¬ 
ing.  Qualifications:  undergraduate 
degree  in  social  sciences  or  business 
management  preferred;  experience  in 
personnel  management;  excellent  com¬ 
munication  skills;  experience  in  fund 
raising  and  budget  control;  commit¬ 
ment  to  mission  and  outreach  min¬ 
istries  of  United  Methodist  Church. 
Salary  negotiable.  Deadline  to  receive 
resumes  is  June  4, 2007.  Send  resume 
to:  P.  O.  Box  349  Dulac,  LA,  70353 

Clergy  Spouse  social  set 

A  Clergy  Spouse  Social  will  be  held 
Monday,  June  4  from  3:30-5:30  p.m.  dur¬ 
ing  the  2007  Annual  Conference  at  the 
Baton  Rouge  River  Center  in  the 
Riverview  Room. 

Food,  fellowship  and  fun  will  be 
enjoyed  at  this  event,  which  costs  $10  per 
person. 

Clergy  spouses  planning  to  attend  are 
asked  to  mail  their  registration  to  the  host, 
the  Alexandria  District,  2350-A  Methodist 
Parkway,  Woodworth,  LA  71485. 

Registrations  should  include  the  per¬ 
son’s  name,  church,  address  and  district. 


My  Stock  Hit  An  All-Time  High! 


“I  had  purchased  this  stock 

several  years  earlier  and  it  had  grown 
in  value,  but  I  needed  more  income. 
Through  the  Foundation,  I  learned  how 
to  exchange  the  stock,  lock  in  those 
gains,  and  convert  them  into  income 
for  life  in  a  tax-smart  way.  Now  I  can 
increase  my  income  and  help  my 
favorite  United  Methodist  ministry 
the  same  time.”. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


District  Council  Youth 
Ministry  Training 
June  1-2 

The  Wesley  Center 
Woodworth,  La. 

$45  per  person 

Visit  www.la-umc.org/youth 
to  register  online 


(225)  346-1535 
(800)  256-9317 
www.umf.org 


Contact  us  to  learn  how  much 
income  you  can  lock  in  through 
converted  stock  and  benefit  yourself, 
your  family  and  your  church. 


Mark  your  calendars! 
2007  La.  Annual 
Conference 
RiverCenter 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
June  3-6 
Theme: 

Means  of  Grace: 
Becoming  Grace  People 


Kansas/ 3 


Circle  Up  /4 


Maps  /  8 
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Cynthia  Wilson  is  guest  musician  for  Conference 


Rev.  Cynthia  A. 

Wilson  will  serve  as 
guest  musician  for  the 
2007  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  to  be  held 
June  3-6  at  the  Baton 
Rouge  River  Center. 

Wilson  is  a  popular 
lecturer,  preacher, 
teacher,  conductor,  and 
concert  artist.  A  native 
of  New  Orleans,  she  is 
a  graduate  of  Dillard  University  and 
Southern  Methodist  University’s  Perkins 


School  of  Theology  and  Meadows  School 
of  Music.  She  served  as  Adjunct  Faculty 
at  Meadows,  providing  insight  towards 
Twenty-First  Century  Music  and  Worship 
In  the  Black  Church  Experience.  Further 
study  experiences  include  Eastman 
Conservatory  at  the  University  of 
Rochester  where  she  studied  vocal  per¬ 
formance  and  the  University  of  Detroit 
(Music  Therapy).  She  has  also  written  sev¬ 
eral  articles  and  conducted  numerous  lec¬ 
tures  and  workshops  all  over  the  world. 

Wilson  has  collaborated  with  and  shared 
the  stage  with  Nancy  Wilson,  Lionel 


Hampton  and  Melba  Moore,  among  oth¬ 
ers. 

As  an  extraordinary  vocalist  and 
Grammy  nominee,  Rev.  Wilson  has  numer¬ 
ous  recording  credits.  She  was  the  1999 
recipient  of  the  “Best  Female  Vocalist 
Award”  at  the  Gospel  Choice  Awards. 

Then,  in  2000  she  recorded  “Simply 
Cynthia”,  which  features  music  from  the 
2000  General  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cleveland,  Ohio 
where  Rev.  Wilson  served  as  Director  of 

See  Wilson,  page  7 


Rev.  Cynthia  A. 
Wilson 


Journey  to  Cambodia 


Children  at  an  orphanage  in  Phnom  Penh,  Cambodia,  above,  per¬ 
form  for  members  of  a  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  in 
February.  Over  100  children  were  served  by  the  mission  team  at 
a  Vacation  Bible  School  held  at  Spean  Chivit  UMC  in  Dey  Eth. 


VIM  team  shares  love  of  Christ  in  Cambodia 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

A  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
team  traveled  to  Phnom  Penh  in 
Cambodia  earlier  this  year  as  part  of  an 
ongoing  relationship  with  Spean  Chivit 
“The  Bridge  of  Life”  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Located  in  the  Dey  Eth  Community  in 
the  Randal  Province  of  Cambodia,  the 
congregation  of  Spean  Chivit  held  its  first 
worship  service  in  a  brand  new  building 
on  July  16,  2006.  Members  of  a  VIM 


team  from  Louisiana  were  present  that 
day,  standing  in  the  facility  that  had 
largely  been  constructed  with  a  $35,000 
gift  from  our  conference. 

“The  church  is  a  very  nice  facility  that 
is  functional  in  many  ways.  The  people 
are  proud  of  their  new  home  and  are 
using  it  for  vital  ministry  in  this  impover¬ 
ished  country,”  said  Rev.  Jack  O’Dell, 
pastor  of  St.  Matthews  UMC  in  Metairie 
and  leader  for  the  LAVIM  team  that 
served  in  Cambodia  this  past  February. 


A  highlight  of  this  year’s  mission  was 
a  Vacation  Bible  School,  which  grew 
from  50  children  to  100  by  the  end  of  the 
third  day.  “We  served  high  school  kids  in 
the  morning,  and  elementary  and  younger 
kids  in  the  evening,”  said  O’Dell.At  the 
conclusion  of  the  Bible  school,  O’Dell 
spent  time  in  prayer  with  about  20  men, 
women  and  children  who  live  with  AIDS. 
“It  was  a  most  moving  time.  Together, 

See  Cambodia,  page  6 
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I  made  my  semi-annual  trip  to  the 
dermatologist  recently.  As  I  knew  would 
be  the  case,  there  were  a  couple  of  spots 
on  my  head  that  needed  special  attention. 
My  doctor  got  out  his  trusty  “freezing 
gun”  and  shot  the  liquid  nitrogen  to  the 
troublesome  spots  and  declared  them 
“treated”  for  the  near  future.  Fortunately, 
I  am  not  in  immediate  threat  of  having  to 
do  the  treatment  that  made  my  face  and 
head  so  red  and  inflamed  as  it  was  at  last 
year’s  session  of  Annual  Conference.  In 
fact,  I  hope  I  never  have  to  do  that  again! 

Every  time  I  have  to  have  these  spe¬ 
cial  treatments,  my  doctor  reminds  me 
that  this  is  all  connected  to  my  overexpo¬ 
sure  to  the  sun  when  I  was  a  child  and 
teenager.  Growing  up  in  the  desert 
southwest,  it  was  easy  to  have  too  much 
sun  on  your  skin.  We  didn’t  know  it 
then,  but  those  beautiful  tans  and 
“manly”  sunburns  were  just  skin  cancer 
waiting  to  happen  in  later  years.  So  now 
the  spots  just  keep  reappearing  with  reg¬ 
ularity  as  a  constant  witness  to  my  con¬ 
tact  with  that  bright  and  burning  star 
around  which  our  planet  orbits. 

1  wonder  if  much  the  same  thing 
shouldn’t  happen  with  our  exposure  to 
the  SON.  There  should  be  something 
happen  from  this  exposure  that  also  is 
lastingly  visible.  And  it  ought  to  get 
more  pronounced  every  time  we  come 
into  contact  with  him. 

I  think  of  Moses’  face  when  he  came 
down  from  the  mountain  after  encounter¬ 
ing  God  and  receiving  the  Ten 
Commandments.  He  had  encountered 
God  in  such  a  profound  and  personal 
way  that  his  face  had  an  unmistakable 
glow  to  it.  In  fact,  it  was  so  strong  and 
bright  that  he  had  to  place  a  veil  over  his 
face  because  others  couldn’t  bear  to  look 
at  him. 

Or  Stephen,  who  was  stoned  to  death 
by  those  opposed  to  Jesus.  Just  before 
the  crowd  began  to  throw  the  first  stones, 
he  “gazed  into  heaven  and  saw  the  glory 
of  God,  and  Jesus  standing  at  the  right 
hand  of  God.”  I  can  just  imagine  that  his 
face  shone  with  that  encounter. 

And  there’s  Joan  of  Arc,  who  is 
always  depicted  as  having  an  unearthly 
glow  about  her  as  she  is  tied  to  a  stake 
and  set  afire.  She  too  had  been  in  the 
presence  of  the  divine  mystery  and  her 
countenance  reflected  that  encounter. 

Yes,  our  exposure  to  God  the  creator, 
Jesus  the  redeemer,  and  the  Holy  Spirit 
the  sustainer  should  have  some  marked 
effect  on  our  lives.  And,  unlike  our 
encounter  with  the  sun,  our  encounter 
with  the  Holy  One  should  be  nurtured 


and  cultivated  into 
an  even  more  visible 
glow  and  more  pro¬ 
found  change  in  our 
very  nature. 

My  question  to 
the  dermatologist 
was,  “What  sun¬ 
screen  should  I  be 
using?  What  should 
be  its  strength?”  I 
want  to  do  everything  I  can  to  keep  the 
results  of  my  overexposure  to  the  sun 
from  increasing  and  from  being  visible 
and  threatening  in  any  way. 

But  this  is  not  the  question  we  should 
ask  of  our  encounter  with  God’s  Son.  In 
fact,  it  should  be  our  desire  to  have  the 
results  of  our  exposure  to  the  Son  alter 
our  appearance  so  that  it  shows  to  every¬ 
one  we  meet.  We  should  not  be  fighting 
to  keep  these  results  from  appearing 
again,  but  we  should  be  doing  everything 
in  our  power  to  have  the  Son  and  the 
effects  of  the  Son  totally  take  over  our 
life  and  our  being. 

In  a  couple  of  weeks  we  will  again  be 
experiencing  our  Annual  Conference  ses¬ 
sion.  While  eveiy  session  is  important, 
this  year’s  is  doubly  important  since  it  is 
an  election  year.  We  will  be  electing 
those  to  represent  Louisiana  to  the 
General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences 
that  will  be  held  in  2008.  Important 
business  will  be  conducted  and  critical 
decisions  will  be  made  at  those 
Conferences  that  will  impact  our  life 
together  as  United  Methodists,  and  ulti¬ 
mately  as  a  people  of  God.  It  is  my 
prayer  that  those  who  are  elected  to  rep¬ 
resent  Louisiana  will  be  individuals 
whose  very  lives  are  visibly  altered 
because  of  their  relationship  with  the 
Son.  In  fact,  I  pray  that  everything  we 
do  at  this  session  of  Annual  Conference 
will  be  done  in  the  brilliant  light  of  the 
Son  and  that  we  will  all  be  able  to  leave 
that  place  obviously  changed  by  the 
encounter  we  have  had.  God’s  spirit  can 
make  it  happen  and  it  is  my  fervent 
prayer  that  it  will. 

May  your  daily  journey  have  lots  of 
SON  exposure  and  may  your  daily  walk 
and  your  personal  countenance  reflect 
that  encounter  in  powerful  ways. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell  iJemL+ct-i*-' 


ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Exposure  to  the  SON 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Peace  with  Justice  Sunday  observed  June  3 


The  Peace  with  Justice  Program  of  the 
United  Methodist  Church  aims  to  ground 
Christians  in  the  biblical  foundations  for 
shalom  and  to  make  shalom  visible  and 
active  in  peoples’  lives  and  communities. 
The  mission  of  the  Program  is  to  inform 
the  faithful  about  social  justice  concerns, 
create  a  climate  of  caring  dialogue  on  com¬ 
plex  issues,  and  activate  believers  to  pursue 
justice  in  their  homes,  communities,  nation, 
and  the  world.  As  instruments  of  peace 
and  justice  we  can  seek  to  replace  discord 
with  harmony  and  to  replace  the  broken¬ 
ness  that  shatters  the  wholeness  of  shalom. 

Peace  with  Justice  Sunday,  one  of  the 
official  church-wide  Special  Sundays,  is 
when  the  Peace  with  Justice  Special  offer¬ 


ing  is  collected.  It  is  to  be  observed  on 
June  3  or  any  other  convenient  Sunday 
(preferably  in  June).  Annual  Conferences 
keep  half  of  the  offering  to  fund  local  proj¬ 
ects,  while  the  other  half  goes  to  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society’s 
Peace  with  Justice  Program  to  fund  U.S. 
and  global  work  in  social  action  and  public 
policy  education  and  advocacy.  Peace  with 
Justice  Sunday  witnesses  to  God’s  demand 
for  a  faithful,  just,  and  secure  world.  Peace 
with  Justice  literature  and  envelopes  can  be 
obtained  free  of  charge  by  calling  United 
Methodist  Communications  at  (888)  346- 
3862  or  by  e-mailing  them  at 
csc@umcom.org. 


2007  La.  Annual  Conference  Meals 


MONDAY,  JUNE  4 


7:00  a.m. 

Fourth  Day  Breakfast 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

12:00  Noon 

COSROW 

RiverCenter  Room  1* 

12:00  Noon 

Centenary  Lunch 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

12:00  Noon 

Special  Appt  to  Ext.  Ministries 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

12:00  Noon 

Order  of  St.  Luke 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

12:00  Noon 

EOTour  Host  Lunch 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

12:00  Noon 

BMCR  Lunch 

Wesley  UMC 

3:30  -5:30  pm 

Clergy  spouse  social 

RiverCenter  -  River  View 
Room 

5:30  p.m. 

St.  Paul  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  3 

5:30  p.m. 

Candler  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  5 

5:30  p.m. 

Duke  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  4 

5:30  p.m. 

Perkins  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  1* 

5:30  p.m. 

Gammon  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

5:30  p.m. 

Garrett-Evangelical  Theological 

Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Room  7 

5:30  p.m. 

Fellowship  of  Local  Pastors 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  5 

7:00  a.m. 

Laity  Breakfast 

City  Club 

12:00  Noon 

Retired  Ministers  Luncheon 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 

12:00  Noon 

UMM  Luncheon 

RiverCenter  Room  7# 

12:00  Noon 

W.T.  Handy  Luncheon 

Camphor  UMC 

12:00  Noon 

Christian  Educators  Fellowship 

RiverCenter  Room  6 

5:30  p.m. 

Asbury  Alumni  Dinner 

RiverCenter  Galleria 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  6 

7:00  a.m. 

Christian  Unity  &  Interreligious  Concerns 

Wesley  UMC 

7:00  a.m. 

Deacon  and  Diaconal  Breakfast 

Neely  UMC 

12:00  Noon 

Award's  Banquet 

FUMC,  Baton  Rouge 
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The  Rev.  Gene  McIntosh,  pastor  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Greensburg, 
Kan.,  and  his  wife,  Judy,  look  at  the  church  building  destroyed  by  the  F-5  tornado  that 
struck  May  4.  At  least  1 0  people  died  and  more  than  90  percent  of  the  residences  and 
commercial  buildings  in  the  town  of  1,400  people  were  destroyed. The  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  released  an  emergency  grant  of  $10,000  to  the  denomi¬ 
nation's  Kansas  West  Annual  (regional)  Conference.  Kansas  Area  Bishop  Scott  J.  Jones 
issued  a  special  appeal  for  the  Kansas  Area  Disaster  Fund,  asking  area  churches  for  spe¬ 
cial  Sunday  offerings  as  the  severe  weather  season  continues.  A  special  offering  taken 
during  the  Ordination  and  Commissioning  Service  on  Monday  evening,  June  4  during 
the  2007  La.  Annual  Conference  in  Baton  Rouge  is  designated  for  the  Kansas  Area 
Disaster  Fund.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Jaime  Oppenheimer,  courtesy  of  The  Wichita  Eagle. 


United  Methodists  offer  prayers  and  assistance  to  Kansas 


BY  LINDA  BLOOM 

As  President  Bush  surveyed  tornado 
damage  in  Greensburg,  Kan.,  on  May  9, 
United  Methodists  responded  to  the  storms 
across  Kansas  with  prayers  and  humanitari¬ 
an  aid. 

Bishop  Scott  J.  Jones,  who  visited  the 
town  the  day  before  Bush,  expressed  sad¬ 
ness  and  offered  prayers  for  those  affected 
by  the  weekend  tornados  or  flooding  asso¬ 
ciated  with  the  storms. 

United  Methodist  pastors  were  helping 
plan  a  community-wide  ecumenical  service 
set  for  May  1 3  in  Greensburg,  which  lies 
about  108  miles  west  of  Wichita. 

The  town  of  1 ,400  people  was  basically 
destroyed  by  a  May  4  twister.  All  residents 
now  have  been  accounted  for,  according  to 
local  fire  officials.  The  overall  death  toll 
across  Kansas  stands  at  12. 

Alexander  Giles,  a  member  of  Byers 
(Kan.)  United  Methodist  Church,  was 
among  the  dead  and  was  remembered  dur¬ 
ing  a  funeral  service  May  9.  Giles,  84,  and 
his  wife,  Bunny,  82,  had  taken  refuge  in  the 
basement  of  their  rural  Hopewell  home, 
which  was  destroyed.  Mrs.  Giles,  who  was 
hospitalized,  told  The  Wichita  Eagle  she 
heard  him  call  her  name  three  times  and 
then  fall  silent  as  two  fallen  trees  trapped 
them  in  the  basement.  They  would  have 
celebrated  their  64th  wedding  anniversary 
on  May  1 6. 

“A  Christian’s  response  to  natural  disas¬ 
ter  is  to  focus  on  the  love  of  God  from 
which  nothing  can  separate  us.  We  live  by 
hope  and  faith  in  God,”  Jones  said  in  a 


statement.  “It’s  our  calling  in  times  like 
these  to  bear  witness  to  that  hope  in  word 
and  deed.  Toward  that  end,  we  are  already 
at  work  in  these  communities  to  be  bearers 
of  God’s  love  in  times  of  trouble. 

“We  are  grateful  for  the  outpouring  of 
prayers  and  financial  support  from  our 
United  Methodist  sisters  and  brothers 
around  the  country,”  he  added.  “Our  con- 
nectional  church  allows  for  God  to  work 
quickly  and  effectively  to  accomplish 
God’s  mission  through  us.” 

The  Texas  Annual  Conference  respond¬ 
ed  with  a  $50,000  check  for  disaster  relief 
to  be  used  at  the  bishop’s  discretion. 

The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  working  in  cooperation  with  the 
denomination’s  Kansas  East  and  Kansas 
West  annual  conferences,  will  provide 
humanitarian  assistance  to  those  affected 
by  the  storms. 

A  storm  recovery  center  will  be  estab¬ 
lished  at  the  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Haviland. 

Greenburg  itself  has  been  closed  to  out¬ 
siders,  but  the  denomination  plans  to  pro¬ 
vide  volunteer  teams  for  cleanup  in  the 
town  and  to  serve  meals  through  a  “hot 
foods”  trailer. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Greensburg,  which  was  insured,  was 
destroyed  May  4,  and  the  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Truesdale  was  heavily  damaged 
by  a  tornado  on  May  5.  The  conference  has 
since  received  word  that  the  Truesdale 
building  is  structurally  unsound. 

Other  communities  affected  by  the 


weekend  tornados  include  Maxwell,  St. 
John,  Ellinwood,  Stafford,  Bennington, 
Longford,  Mizpah  and  Osborne. 

When  a  tornado  struck  the  Liberal, 

Kan.,  area  four  years  ago,  Greensburg  was 
one  of  two  United  Methodist  churches  that 
sent  volunteer  teams  to  the  area,  according 
to  the  Rev.  Ken  Hathaway,  pastor  of  the 
Liberal  First  United  Methodist  Church. 

“They  sent  two  teams  that  came  and  re¬ 
roofed  a  home,  repainted  houses,  repaired 
houses  and  helped  in  many  ways,”  he 
explained.  “They  not  only  supplied  labor 
but  brought  equipment  and  supplies  as 
well.  They  were  a  god-send  to  us,  and  we 
were  so  thankful. 

“I  want  to  let  others  know  of  the  gener¬ 
ous  spirit  that  the  people  of  Greensburg 
have,”  Hathway  said.  “This  is  our  opportu¬ 
nity  to  give  back  to  them.” 

Volunteers  will  be  needed  for  the  recov¬ 
ery  effort.  A  temporary  volunteer  coordina¬ 
tion  office  has  been  set  up  in  Wichita. 
Contact  Bev  Weber  at  (800)  745-2350  or 
bweber@kswestumc.org. 

To  contribute  financially,  drop  checks  in 
local  United  Methodist  church  offering 
plates  with  “UMCOR  Advance  #901680, 
Midwest  Tornado  Emergencies, 
Greensburg”  written  in  the  memo  line  or 
made  payable  to  UMCOR  and  sent  to 
UMCOR  at  P.O.  Box  9068,  New  York,  NY 
10087-9068.  Contributions  also  may  be 
made  online  at  http://new.gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/work/emergencies/  or  by 
calling  (800)  554-8583. 


Special  Offering  set 
for  Kansas  relief 

A  special  offering  to  be  taken  dur¬ 
ing  the  Ordination  and  Commissioning 
Service  on  the  evening  of  June  4  in 
Baton  Rouge  is  designated  for  the 
Kansas  Area  Disaster  Fund.  Kansas 
was  hit  heavily  by  tornadoes  May  4,  5 
and  6,  with  more  than  70  tornados 
reportedly  sited  throughout  the  state. 
Greensburg,  Kan.,  a  town  of  1,600, 
was  destroyed  May  4.  The  Greensburg 
United  Methodist  Church  and  parson¬ 
age  were  destroyed.  Ten  people  were 
killed  as  the  tornado  traveled  through 
the  area. 

In  addition  to  Greensburg,  other 
communities  were  hit  May  5,  including 
Trousdale,  northeast  of  Greensburg, 
and  rural  Bennington,  Kan.,  north  of 
Salina,  Kan.  More  tornados  damaged 
residences  near  Longford,  Kan.,  north¬ 
east  of  Salina.  The  Trousdale  United 
Methodist  Church  was  heavily  dam¬ 
aged.  Heavy  rainfall  and  flooding  has 
forced  evacuations  throughout  central 
and  eastern  Kansas  as  the  storm  con¬ 
tinued  to  pelt  the  region. 

Help  is  needed  to  assist  the  resi¬ 
dents  of  Greensburg  and  surrounding 
areas  hit  by  these  storms.  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Kansas  has  a  long 
history  of  assisting  disaster  victims 
through  the  Kansas  Area  Disaster 
Fund.  These  funds  provide  direct  assis¬ 
tance  to  individual  disaster  victims. 
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Talcin'  It  To  The  Streets 

Abbeville  Area 
Aug.  17-19 

Sarah  Schoeffler,  Event  Director 
Hosts:  First  UMC  in  Abbeville 

Lake  Charles  Area 
Aug.  24-26 

John  Bergstedt,  Event  Director 
Hosts:  First  UMC  in  Lake  Charles 

New  Orleans  Area 
Sept  7-9 

John  Butterfield,  Event  Director 
Hosts:  St  Matthews  UMC  in  Metairie 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  and 
the  Louisiana  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  are  co-sponsoring  three 
"Takin'  It  To  The  Streets"  events  in  New 
Orleans,  Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville. 
These  events  will  present  additional 
opportunities  for 

volunteers  to  muck  out  storm  dam¬ 
aged  homes  and  participate  in 
rebuilding  efforts  in  storm  damaged 
areas. 

Participants  may  register  through  the 
La.  Disaster  Recovery  web  site,  accessi¬ 
ble  through  the  Conference  home 
page  at  www.la-umc.org.  Click  on 
"Takin'  It  To  The  Streets"  on  the  left 
hand  menu  to  access  registration. 


Celebrating  Diakonia 

BY  REV.  DAWN  YOUNG 

DIR.  OF  CHRISTIAN  EDUCATION 

LOUISIANA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 

If  nothing  else  can  be  said.  United 
Methodists  in  service  ministries  certainly 
can  pick  the  correct  place  to  hold  a  cele¬ 
bration  -  Orlando,  Fla.,  not  a  stones  throw 
from  some  popular  tourist  venues.  But  as 
it  turns  out  there  was  so  much  more  to  do 
when  we  were  all  together,  that  few  ven¬ 
tured  away  from  the  meetings.  Louisiana 
diakonia  was  represented  by  10  partici¬ 
pants,  including  deacons  in  full  connection, 
probationary  deacons  and  diaconal  minis¬ 
ters.  We  worshiped  together  with  amazing 
musical  leadership,  had  opportunities  for 
networking  and  went  to  workshops  that  we 
selected  on  topics  ranging  from  the  future 
of  the  diaconate  to  establishing  ministries 
beyond  the  local  church. 

There  was  diversity  of  those  in  atten¬ 
dance  which  included  those  seeking  infor¬ 
mation  about  diaconate  ministry,  candi¬ 
dates  for  deacon,  probationers,  diaconal 
ministers  and  deacons  in  full  connection. 
One  deacon  was  from  Stockholm  Sweden 
and  another  from  Zimbabwe,  making  this  a 
truly  world  wide  gathering.  We  learned 
about  an  emerging  ministry  focus  for 
diakonia  in  located  in  Africa,  Tairre,  which 
means  hope.  This  project  focuses  on  AIDS 
care,  treatment  and  prevention.  Through  a 
1  mile  walk  and  worship  service  the  gath¬ 
ering  raised  $45,000  towards  this  new 
cause.  What  a  testament  to  the  power  we 
have  when  we  act  together. 

This  was  an  excellent  example  of  the 
role  and  significance  that  ordained  minis¬ 
ters  have  in  service  ministries  beyond  the 
local  church.  It  was  also  an  opportunity  to 
network  with  my  colleagues  in  ministry  in 
a  relaxed,  yet  educational  environment. 


The  Circle  Up  Sunday  school  class  at  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles  serves  emotionally  challenged  adults. 
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Lake  Charles  church  offers  class  for  emotionally  challenged 


BY  NOLA  MAE  ROSS 

“Circle  Up,”  a  class  for  the  emotionally 
challenged,  is  making  loving  changes  at 
University  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lake  Charles.  The  members  of  this  class, 
who  meet  at  6  p.m.  on  Tuesday  night  and 
eat  a  meal  together,  have  felt  a  great  impact 
on  people  who  were  formerly  “circled  out” 
of  most  activities  or  just  ignored.  This 
group  has  become  active,  helpful,  support¬ 
ive  and  problem  solving  in  areas  that  have 
previously  been  ignored. 

When  the  Circle  Up  folks  come  together 
on  Tuesday  night  they  pitch  in  to  help  cook 
an  informal  supper  and  serve  it  to  the  20 
members  who  gather  in  the  fellowship  hall 
at  University  Methodist  Church  for  a  night 
of  learning  and  socializing.  Their  supper 
might  be  roast  beef,  gravy  and  rice,  maybe 
Mexican  Combread,  gumbo,  or  tacos,  all  of 
which  are  favorites.  While  supper  is  being 
prepared,  other  members  stroll  around  or 
sit  at  tables  and  talk  with  their  friends 
about  their  latest  adventures,  problems,  or 
just  socialize. 

The  brainchild  of  Mickey  Shannon,  who 
is  executive  director  of  Samaritan 
Counseling  Center,  Circle  Up  began  “after 
Hurricane  Rita  caused  the  Volunteers  of 
America  to  close  their  damaged  drop-in 
center.  Many  of  those  folks  had  nowhere 
to  go,”  Mickey  recalls.  “So  I  suggested  we 
start  a  fellowship  group  at  our  church  for 
people  who  had  more  time  and  a  great 
need  to  socialize.” 

“Then  the  original  members,  like  Beau 
Soileau  and  Evan  Patterson,  started  inviting 
their  friends,  who  in  turn  invited  more 


friends.  Some  of  the  agencies  like  NAMI, 
Volunteers  of  America,  and  Resource 
Management  began  telling  clients  about  the 
fellowship  and  today  about  20  eager  people 
appear  every  Tuesday  night  for  Circle  Up.” 

The  fellowship  meal  is  paid  for  by 
NAMI  and  is  a  real  drawing  card  because 
so  many  of  the  group  live  by  themselves 
and  really  enjoy  a  group  meal,  a  lesson  and 
discussion. 

“Usually  the  lesson,”  says  Mickey,  “is 
about  life  and  Christian  values.  They  are 
the  most  loving,  authentic  and  gratefiil 
group  of  adults  I  have  ever  met.” 

“The  name  Circle  Up  came  because  at 
the  beginning  of  the  meal  we  always  Circle 
Up,  hold  hands  and  say  the  blessing.  Then 
at  the  end  of  the  class  we  Circle  Up  again 
to  have  a  special  blessing.  Putting  our 
right  hands  on  the  person’s  shoulder  next  to 
us,  we  hold  the  left  hand  out  to  the  middle 
of  the  circle.  First  we  pray  for  God  to 
bless  the  person  on  the  right  and  then  with 
the  left  hand  still  held  out,  we  pray  to 
accept  God’s  blessings  into  our  own  life. 

We  circle  up  every  one  who  wants  to  be  a 
part  of  the  fellowship  and  no  one  is  ever 
circled  out.” 

One  member  of  the  Circle  Up  group, 
Terry  Elledge,  eyes  shining  and  with  a  big 
smile  on  her  face  says,  “This  group  really 
makes  me  feel  good  because  they  accept 
me  as  I  am.  I  am  bi-polar  and  am  not 
ashamed  of  it.  It  is  a  part  of  who  I  am.  I 
invite  friends  who  might  be  handicapped  in 
some  way  to  come  to  Circle  Up  with  me 
because  I  know  they  will  get  the  same  sup¬ 
port  and  love  that  I  do.” 

Beau  Soileau,  who  has  a  diagnosis  of 


schizoaffective  disorder  with  depressive 
features,  is  so  happy  to  be  accepted  in  this 
group  that  he  says,  “I  walk  all  the  way 
from  1 5th  Street  to  University  Methodist 
Church.  In  fact,  I  walk  a  lot  to  work  off 
my  frustrations  because  I’ve  had  a  hard 
life.  But  Circle  Up  makes  up  for  other  dis¬ 
couraging  events.” 

Carol  White  and  Cathy  Clement,  who 
are  happy  living  at  Rest  Haven,  look  for¬ 
ward  to  Tuesday  because  they  know  it’s 
Circle  Up  time.  Kathy  says,  “This  group 
makes  me  feel  so  at  peace  and  like  I  am  at 
home.”  Shane  Theriot,  Matthew  Duplantis, 
Daniel  Hebert  and  Mike  Raichel  will  all 
tell  you  that  they  think  Circle  Up  is  the  best 
thing  that’s  ever  happened  to  them. 

Albertha  Thomas  is  all  smiles  as  she  says, 
“I  never  thought  I  could  be  a  part  of  a 
group  like  this,  but  everyone  is  so  welcom¬ 
ing  and  makes  me  feel  part  of  the  circle.” 

Daniel  Inman  and  Robert  Price  grew  up 
in  University  Methodist  Church  and  Robert 
assists  Mickey  Shannon  in  providing  for 
the  needs  of  Circle  Up.  Barbara  Rainey 
says,  “Circle  Up  has  presented  an  opportu¬ 
nity  I’ve  never  had  before.  I  am  now  invit¬ 
ed  to  go  out  with  the  church  Social  Light 
group,  the  Primetimers  and  to  be  a  part  of 
the  Stonerollers  Class,  where  I’ve  made 
many  new  friends.  I  also  serve  as  shepherd 
and  chauffer  for  several  other  members  of 
the  class.” 

The  Circle  Up  Class  at  University 
United  Methodist  Church  extends  an  invi¬ 
tation  to  any  others  who  may  feel  they 
would  fit  into  this  group.  They  will  cer¬ 
tainly  not  be  circled  out. 


Mission  volunteer  numbers  show 'incredible' growth 


BY  ELLIOTT  WRIGHT 

The  number  of  participants  in  United 
Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission  climbed 
from  just  under  20,000  in  1 992  to  almost 
111,000  in  2006. 

“This  is  an  incredible  growth  of  volun¬ 
tary  mission  service,”  said  the  Rev.  Clinton 
Rabb,  an  executive  with  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  total  number  of  mission  volunteers 


registered  by  Global  Ministries  in  2006 
was  1 12,486,  including  several  programs  in 
addition  to  Volunteers  in  Mission. 

Participants  in  United  Methodist 
Volunteers  in  Mission  reached  an  all-time 
high  of  1 35,000  in  2005,  which  organizers 
attribute  to  the  deadly  hurricanes  along  the 
Gulf  Coast.  There  were  7,410  construction 
teams  and  264  medical  teams  -  2,074  of 
which  took  part  in  hurricane  relief. 


The  2006  UMVIM  figure  of  1 10,912 
represents  reports  from  60  of  63  annual 
(regional)  United  Methodist  conferences  in 
the  United  States. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  is  the  largest 
component  of  the  volunteer  ministries  but 
not  the  only  one.  Individual  volunteers, 
who  serve  from  a  few  months  to  years, 
numbered  78  in  2006,  working  in  28  coun¬ 
tries  and  nine  U.S.  states. 
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Anne  Searcy,  right,  was  recently  the  recipient  of  a  kidney  organ  donation  from  her 
friend  Jerri  Bonner,  also  pictured.  Both  women  are  active  members  of  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Pineville,  La. 

Methodist  gives  kidney  to  fellow  church  member 


First  Street  UMC  to 

First  Street  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  be  celebrating  its  174th 
church  anniversary  on  Sunday,  May  27 
during  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  service. 

The  theme  for  the  celebration  is 
“Serving,  Being  a  Real  Ray  of  Hope.’’ 

Guest  minister  for  the  service  is  Rev.  C.  J. 
Jackson  of  Ray  of  Hope  Church  in  Atlanta, 
Ga. 

A  church  banquet  will  be  held  May  25 
at  7  p.m.  at  Zea’s  Restaurant,  located  at 

50th  anniversary  set  for  St 

St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
at  6017  Camphor,  Metairie,  La.  will  be  cel¬ 
ebrating  their  50th  anniversary  Aug.  11-12. 
Rev.  C.  Ebb  Munden,  founding  pastor  for 
the  congregation,  will  speak  Sunday,  Aug. 

12  at  10  a.m.,  with  the  service  followed  by 
a  catered  meal  at  noon. 

On  Aug.  1 1 ,  there  will  be  a  covered  dish 
supper  and  a  time  “Remembering”  at  6 
p.m.  All  past  ministers,  associate  ministers 
and  those  connected  with  the  music  min¬ 
istries  and  youth  ministries,  etc.  have  been 

Positions  available  at 

Three  positions  are  available  at  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church. 

Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  is  seeking  an 
organist,  a  pianist  and  an  adult  choir  direc- 


St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  on 
Canal  Boulevard  in  New  Orleans  is  look¬ 
ing  for  a  Music  Director/  Accompanist. 

The  position  is  part-time.  Anyone  interest- 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge,  La.  is  seeking  a  full-time 
Director  of  Children’s  Ministry  to  lead  all 
areas  of  ministry  with  children  birth 
through  6th  grade.  Candidates  must  have  a 
Bachelor’s  degree  in  Elementary  or 
Christian  Education  or  comparable  training 


celebrate  1 74  years 

1 525  St.  Charles  Ave. 

The  public,  friends  and  family  are  invit¬ 
ed  to  attend  the  celebration  of  this  historic 
landmark  church  which  has  served  the 
Central  City  area  of  New  Orleans  for  near¬ 
ly  two  centuries. 

For  more  information  or  tickets  for  the 
banquet,  contact  the  church  at  (504)  895- 
2922  or  visit  the  website  at 
www.FirstStreetumc.com  Rev.  B.  Lance 
Eden  is  the  pastor  of  the  church. 

Matthew's  UMC  -  Metairie 

invited  as  special  guests.  Everyone  is  invit¬ 
ed  to  come  celebrate  with  us. 

Immediately  after  Hurricane  Katrina 
struck  in  2005,  St.  Matthew’s  was  the  first 
United  Methodist  church  in  the  New 
Orleans  Metro  area  to  be  made  available 
for  lodging.  Red  Cross  volunteers  lived  at 
the  church  from  September  through  Dec.  1, 
2005  and  many  teams  have  been  our  guests 
from  all  over  the  United  States  and  contin¬ 
ue  to  come  on  a  regular  basis  to  help  in  the 
cleanup  and  rebuilding  of  the  area. 

Rayne  Memorial  UMC 

tor,  or  a  person  or  persons  combining  the 
three  positions.  Applicants  may  call  (504) 
899-343 1  or  fax  resumes  to  (504)  899- 
4212. 


ed  can  contact  Barbara  Ferguson,  PPR 
Chair  at  (504)  450-95 1 9  or  call  the  church 
at  (504)  486-3982. 


with  at  least  five  years  of  experience  work¬ 
ing  in  a  church.  Salary  based  on  education, 
training  and  experience.  Please  send 
resumes  to:  Michael  Cockrell  at  mcock- 
rell@broadmoor-umc.org.  or  mail  to  1 0230 
Mollylea  Dr,  Baton  Rouge,  LA,  70815. 


BY  ALICE  WOOD* 

This  is  the  story  of  two  young  women 
and  a  selfless  act  that  saved  the  life  of  a 
friend.  Anne  Searcy  and  Jerri  Bonner,  both 
members  of  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Pineville,  share  a  friendship  forged 
through  their  involvement  in  many  church 
activities  and  functions. 

One  day,  quite  unexpectedly,  Anne 
heard  some  grave  news  from  her  family 
doctor  after  a  routine  annual  checkup. 

“Your  numbers  are  way  out  of  line.  If  you 
were  feeling  bad,  I  would  put  you  in  the 
hospital  today.”  She  was  diagnosed  with 
chronic  renal  failure. 

Anne’s  doctor  immediately  scheduled 
her  for  an  appointment  with  a  nephrologist. 
Little  did  this  healthy,  professional,  5 1  - 
year-old  expect  to  hear  that  a  kidney  trans¬ 
plant  was  necessary  and  that  she  must 
receive  dialysis  until  a  donor  could  be 
found.  Anne  had  to  give  up  her  job  as  a 
legal  secretary. 

Relatives  and  friends  lovingly  stepped 
forward,  anxious  to  give  Anne  a  kidney. 

One  by  one,  each  was  eliminated  for  vari¬ 
ous  reasons.  It  was  a  roller  coaster  period 
of  highs  and  lows,  hopefulness  and  disap¬ 
pointment. 

On  Christmas  Eve  of  2004,  Anne 
received  a  call  from  the  transplant  center 
for  Tulane  in  New  Orleans.  A  kidney  was 
available,  a  perfect  match!  Christmas  was 
put  aside  as  Anne,  her  husband  Tom  and 
her  mother  hurriedly  headed  for  New 
Orleans. 

Half-way  there  she  received  another  call 
from  Tulane,  telling  her  not  to  come.  The 
kidney  was  in  New  York,  and  icy  runways 
caused  the  airport  to  shut  down.  The  plane 
couldn’t  get  out.  It  would  be  too  late  by 
the  time  the  weather  cleared  to  attempt  the 
surgery. 

The  next  few  years  were  truly  a  test  of 
faith.  Anne’s  church  supported  her  with 
unending  prayers.  An  insert  in  the  Sunday 
bulletin  asked  for  help  in  finding  a  donor. 
Jerri  Bonner  approached  Anne,  and  said 
that  this  was  something  she  wanted  to  do, 
something  she  had  given  a  lot  of  prayerful 
thought. 


Jerri  is  a  young,  beautiful,  speech  thera¬ 
pist  with  a  family  of  her  own — a  loving, 
supportive  husband,  Mark,  and  a  teen-age 
son,  Thomas.  What  if  something  went 
wrong? 

But  Jerri  moved  bravely  forward. 

Testing  was  begun,  with  trips  back  and 
forth  to  Tulane.  Amazingly,  Jerri  was  told 
her  kidney  was  a  perfect  match  with 
Anne’s!  Doctors  set  a  date  of  Feb.  12  for 
pre-op  in  New  Orleans,  with  surgery 
scheduled  for  the  following  day. 

The  post  operative  reports  were  miracu¬ 
lous.  Doctors  called  the  transplant  “text¬ 
book  perfect.”  Jerri  was  discharged  the 
following  day,  and  Anne  five  days  later. 

As  this  is  being  written,  nine  weeks 
after  surgery,  both  are  doing  great.  Jerri  is 
back  at  work  and  Anne  is  enjoying  retire¬ 
ment.  Of  course,  there  are  still  checkups 
and  monitoring  and  medications — there 
always  will  be — but  she  can  handle  that. 
Anne’s  question  is:  “How  do  you  thank 
someone  like  Jerri?  How  do  you  thank 
someone  for  giving  you  a  new  life?”  Her 
example  is  found  in  the  Bible  in  the  Book 
of  John,  Chapter  15,  verse  13 — Greater 
love  has  no  man  than  this;  that  a  man  lay 
down  his  life  for  his  friends. 

On  the  Sunday  before  surgery,  the 
Prayer  Committee  and  other  friends  made 
two-inch-long  prayer  cloths  from  green 
fabric.  (It  wasn’t  known  at  the  time,  but  we 
later  found  out  green  is  the  color  adopted 
for  transplants.)  Everyone  in  church  was 
asked  to  pin  the  little  green  square  to  his  or 
her  clothing  as  a  reminder  to  pray  for  Anne 
and  Jerri. 

A  reporter  from  KLAX,  one  of  the  local 
TV  stations,  phoned  the  church  office 
inquiring  about  the  little  green  squares  he 
had  seen  so  many  people  wearing  around 
town.  Impressed  by  the  story,  he  inter¬ 
viewed  First  UMC’s  pastor  Jon  Tellifero 
and  Jerri’s  parents  in  a  segment  that  aired 
on  the  evening  news  on  Valentine’s  Day. 
This  was  a  real  Valentine's  Day  story — 
not  one  about  candy  and  roses,  but  the 
girls’  story  of  love  and  life. 

*  Alice  Wbod  is  the  mother  of  Anne 
Searcy. 


St  Luke's  UMC  -  BR  holds  Ashram 


St.  Luke's  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  recently  held  its  first  Ashram.  Pictured  here  are  Rev 
Jimmie  Pyles,  Evangelist  for  the  St  Luke's  Ashram  and  General  Secretary  for  United 
Christian  Ashrams;  Florence  Baker,  Music  Director;  Rev  Kim  Hammett,  Pastor;  and  Rev 
Larry  Miller,  Bible  Study  Leader.  For  more  information  about  holding  an  Ashram  in  your 
congregation  visit  the  website  at  www.christianashram.org. 


St  Luke's  UMC  -  New  Orleans  seeks  music  director 


Children's  Ministry  opening  at  Broadmoor  UMC  -  BR 
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Attention  Conference  Attendees! 

Important  information  on  the  following: 

Open  House  at 

Louisiana  Annual  Conference  Area 

Offices 

Cokesbury  Bookstore 
Conference  Display  Area 
Concession  Area 

Ever  wondered  what  the  Louisiana  A  nnual  Conference  A  tea 
Offices  look  like  from  the  inside?  If  you ’ve  never  had  a  chance 
to  drop  in,  the  office  will  be  hosting  an  Open  House  on  Sunday, 
June  3  from  3-5  p.m.  as  a  kick-off  to  the  2007  La.  Annual 
Conference,  slated  for  June  3-6  at  the  Baton  Rouge  River 
Center. 

The  offices,  located  at  527  North  Blvd.  in  Baton  Rouge,  will 
also  be  open  from  8:30  am. -4:30  p.m.  on  Monday  though 
Wednesday  of  that  week. 

A  Iso,  plan  to  visit  the  Cokes  bury’  Book  Store,  as  well  as  over 
30  exciting  displays  in  Exhibition  Hall  East  in  the  River  Center. 
Visitors  may  enter  the  Exhibition  Hall  on  Monday  and  Tuesday ■ 
from  8  am. -5  p.m.  and  on  Wednesday  from  8  am. -2  p.m. 

A  concession  area  will  also  be  set  up  in  Exhibition  Hall  East, 
adjacent  to  Exhibition  Hall  West  where  all  plenary  sessions  will 
be  held.  The  concession  area  will  be  open  from  7  am.  through 
the  afternoon  each  day  •  of  conference.  Muffins,  fruit,  coffee  and 
other  items  will  be  offered  in  the  morning,  with  items  like  BBQ 
sandwiches,  hot  dogs,  popcorn  and  candy  offered  for  lunch. 


Cambodia,  from  page  1 

we  asked  God  to  be  their  source  of  healing 
and  strength,”  he  said. 

Over  25  water  purification  units  and 
supplies  were  distributed  for  use  in  the 
churph  and  community.  Team  members 
John  Butterfield,  Ray  Sutton  and  Rev. 

Doug  Milliron  conducted  an  orientation 
session  for  the  use  and  upkeep  of  the  sys¬ 
tems,  which  are  needed  to  help  resolve 
community  health  issues. 

The  LAVIM  team  also  constructed  a 
brick  fence  around  the  new  church  facility, 
and  a  brick  foundation  that  will  serve  to 
liftlarge  containers  that  catch  rain  water. 

Sarah  Marsalis,  team  member  and  youth 
director  at  First  UMC  in  Pineville,  spent 
two  days  teaching  English  as  a  Second 
Language  at  the  elementary  school  operat¬ 
ed  by  the  Methodist  Church  in  Cambodia. 

The  group  also  visited  the  Dumpsite 
community,  where  children  literally  live  at 
the  dump  in  abject  poverty.  Through  a  pro¬ 
gram  developed  by  United  Methodist  mis¬ 


sionaries,  these  children  are  now  receiving 
schooling  and  vocational  training. 

Team  member  Drew  Sutton,  a  staff 
member  of  Grace  Community  UMC  in 
Shreveport,  spent  most  of  his  time  develop¬ 
ing  video  resources  for  help  in  interpreting 
the  mission  and  work  of  the  church  in 
Cambodia.  “These  videos  will  be  used 
throughout  the  world  to  promote  the  min¬ 
istry,”  said  O’Dell. 

Erica  Mire,  a  student  at  Tulane 
University  in  New  Orleans,  was  so  inspired 
by  the  people  of  Cambodia  that  she  plans 
to  return  in  October  to  spend  a  year  teach¬ 
ing  at  an  elementary  school  operated  by  the 
Methodist  Church. 

One  of  the  greatest  challenges  of  work¬ 
ing  and  teaching  in  Cambodia  is  that 
Sunday  School  materials  have  not  been 
available  in  the  native  language.  A  solution 
was  presented  in  October  of  2005  when 
Esther  Gitobu,  GBGM  missionary  to 
Cambodia,  made  an  appeal  to  the 
Louisiana  Board  of  Global  Ministries  for 
$3,000  for  production  of  the  materials. 


Illustrating  the  Parable  of  the  Sower,  a  sketch  from  recently  developed  Sunday  School 
materials  for  use  in  Cambodia  shows  a  typical  scene  in  the  agrarian  country.  Deborah 
Lynch,  member  of  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston,  visits  with  Cambodian  high  school  children. 


In  November  of  2006,  the  Sunday 
School  materials  were  completed  and  dis¬ 
tributed  to  each  of  the  1 80  Methodist 
churches  in  Cambodia.  Training  was  pro¬ 
vided  in  each  of  the  districts  to  maximize 
the  use  of  the  items. 

General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
Missionary  Beverly  Barte  directed  the 
translation  and  production  of  the  materials, 
recruiting  artists  to  provide  drawings  and 
sketches  for  the  books.  “The  guide  book 
and  lesson  plans  are  heavy  with  art  work. 
This  was  a  good  decision  because  80  per¬ 
cent  of  the  population  of  Cambodia  are 
children  or  youth,”  said  Rev.  Milliron,  La. 
Annual  Conference  Missions  Secretary. 

The  relationship  between  Cambodia  and 
the  La.  Annual  Conference  continues  to 
grow  in  many  exciting  ways.  After  a  visit 
from  Esther  Gitobu  last  October,  Hirst 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge 
raised  $35,000  for  a  new  church  start. 
Esther’s  husband,  Nicholas,  is  scheduled  to 
speak  at  First  UMC  on  Sunday  evening, 
Oct.  2 1  in  part  to  report  on  the  progress  of 


the  new  church. 

“We  were  so  inspired  by  Esther’s  pres¬ 
entation  and  feel  blessed  to  be  a  part  of  this 
evangelistic  effort.  It  is  amazing  that 
$35,000,  a  relatively  modest  amount  in 
American  terms,  can  do  so  much  for  those 
in  places  like  Cambodia,”  said  Chris 
Andrews,  pastor  of  First  UMC. 

Upon  arrival  in  the  Tapeii  airport,  the 
LAVIM  team  recently  serving  in  Cambodia 
learned  a  local  song  entitled  “The 
Cademan’s  Call-Share  the  Well.”  Using 
the  words  to  the  song  as  a  theme  for 
Vacation  Bible  School,  each  day  focused 
on  sharing  the  love  of  Christ  through 
drama,  Bible  study  and  crafts.  As  the  fol¬ 
lowing  lyrics  point  out,  God  has  been  faith¬ 
ful  in  providing  for  the  community  of 
Spean  Chivit. 

Share  the  Well,  Share  the  Well  brother 

Share  the  Well  my  friend 

It  takes  a  deeper  well  to  love  one 
another 

Share  the  well  my  friend 

The  Lord  has  been  faithful 
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2007  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference  Updates 


COSROW  to  Monitor  Annual  Conference 


Solomon  will  preach  Memorial  Service 


Bishop  Dan  E. 

Solomon,  retired 
Bishop  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church,  is 
serving  as  keynote 
speaker  for  the 
Memorial 

Communion  Service, 
slated  for  Sunday, 

June  3  at  7:30  pm  at 
First  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge. 

Solomon  serves  as  president  for  the 
Texas  United  Methodist  College 
Association  and  is  Bishop-in-Residence 
for  McMurry  University. 

He  served  as  Bishop  for  the  Louisiana 
Area  from  1996-2000  and  Bishop  for  the 
Oklahoma  Area  (Oklahoma  Indian 
Missionary  Conference  and  Oklahoma 


Conference)  from  1988-1996. 

Solomon  is  the  recipient  of 
Distinguished  Alumnus  Awards  from 
both  McMurry  University  and  Perkins 
School  of  Theology.  He  has  Doctor  of 
Ministry  from  United  Theological 
Seminary,  a  Masters  of  Divinity  from 
Perkins  School  of  Theology  at  SMU,  and 
a  Bachelor’s  Degree  from  McMurry 
University. 

Among  other  positions,  Solomon 
served  as  president  of  the  General  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  from  1996-2000. 
Lectureships  include  the  O.P.  Clark 
Series  at  St.  Paul  UMC  in  Abilene,  Tex. 
and  the  Bennett- Wilson  Lectures  at 
McMurry  University  in  Abilene,  Tex. 

He  is  married  to  Marcia  Solomon.  He 
has  two  married  sons,  one  married 
daughter,  four  grandsons  and  one  grand¬ 
daughter. 


Bishop  Dan  E. 
Solomon 


Judge  Darrell  White  to  speak  at  UMM  luncheon 


The  General  Commission  on  the  Status 
and  Role  of  Women  has  historically  pro¬ 
vided  a  ministry  of  monitoring  of  confer¬ 
ence  sessions,  general  boards  and  agencies 
and  other  church  organizations.  This  mon¬ 
itoring  calculates  the  inclusiveness  of  all  of 
the  participants  of  a  session  or  meeting, 
especially  tracking  gender,  racial/'ethic 
groups  and  lay/clergy  ratios.  The 
Louisiana  COSROW  has  monitored  the 
plenary  sessions  of  annual  conference  for 
the  past  three  years,  and  will  monitor  again 
this  year  with  more  demographic  informa¬ 
tion  and  data  that  will  allow  for  more  spe¬ 
cific  and  accurate  results. 

The  results  of  each  day’s  monitoring 
will  be  distributed  to  delegates  and  confer¬ 
ence  leaders  giving  data  relating  to  those 
leading  and  speaking  in  sessions  of  annual 
conference.  The  data  will  include  gender, 
racial/ethic  identity,  age,  clergy/lay  in  rela¬ 
tion  to  the  percentage  of  these  groups  of 
the  total  delegates. 

The  purpose  of  monitoring  is  to  build 
and  strengthen  inclusive  participation  in 
leadership  and  decision-making  during 
meetings  and  sessions  of  conference.  It 
serves  as  a  mirror  to  reflect  the  overall  pic¬ 
ture  of  involvement  of  those  leading  or 
speaking.  It  can  help  to  expose  uncon¬ 
scious  exclusion  or  bias  that  may  influence 
the  extent  of  participation  by  certain 
groups.  Most  bias,  prejudice  and  stereo¬ 
types  are  unconscious  and  unintentional, 
therefore  the  ministry  of  monitoring  raises 
the  behavior  to  the  powerful  place  of  con¬ 
sciousness  and  awareness  where  change 
can  actually  take  place. 

Monitoring  also  looks  at  parity,  which 


is  whether  participation  is  comparable  or 
proportional  to  the  representation  in  the 
entire  group.  For  example,  men  may  make 
up  60%  of  the  committee,  but  speak  95% 
of  the  time  in  the  meeting.  Subtle  mes¬ 
sages  may  be  being  given  by  a  presider  of 
a  group  who,  when  recognizing  individuals 
to  speak,  he  or  she  may  refer  to  the  men 
being  called  on  by  their  titles,  such  as 
“Rev.  Jones”  or  “Dr.  Moore”,  and  refers  to 
the  women  as  “ma’am”  or  by  their  first 
names.  Is  there  an  unintentional  message 
the  presider  is  sending  about  his  or  her 
expectations  of  the  men  and  women  in  that 
group?  Is  there  a  subtle  message  regarding 
who  has  authority  and  how  authority  is 
ascribed?  These  are  some  of  the  things 
that  monitoring  looks  at  and  brings  to  light 
in  order  to  move  bias  and  prejudice  out  of 
the  subconscious  and  into  the  level  of  con¬ 
sciousness,  and  therefore  addressing  the 
impact  these  messages  have  on  percep¬ 
tions,  expectations  and  behavior. 

Why  should  we  strive  for  inclusive¬ 
ness?  The  more  inclusive  the  church 
becomes,  the  more  effective  we  become  in 
serving  our  increasingly  diverse  and  global 
communities.  Individuals  feel  empowered 
to  have  a  voice  in  discussions  and  deci¬ 
sions,  and,  most  importantly,  all  persons 
will  know  the  message  of  God’s  love  and 
the  Gospel  as  being  available  and  applica¬ 
ble  to  them  as  lived  out  in  our  churches 
and  organizations. 

For  more  information  about 
COSROW’s  ministry  of  monitoring,  con¬ 
tact  Brad  Burkinan,  Monitoring 
Coordinator,  at  bburkman@lsmsa.edu  or 


The  La.  Conference 
United  Methodist  Men 
will  host  their  annual 
luncheon  on  Tuesday, 

June  5  in  the  River 
Center. 

Keynote  speaker  for 
the  event  will  be  Judge 
Darrell  White. 

White  is  a  retired 
state  judge  and  has 
served  as  CEO  for  the  Louisiana  Family 


Forum.  He  is  the  former  president  of  the 
Louisiana  City  Judges  Association. 

The  luncheon  wall  be  held  in  the  Baton 
Rouge  River  Center,  room  #7.  Tickets  are 
still  available. 

Cost  of  the  tickets  is  SI  5  and  can  be 
obtained  from  any  local  United  Methodist 
Men’s  unit;  from  Joe  Kelley  at  (225)  72 1  - 
0423  orjoekelley@bsf.net;  or  from  Larry 
Clanton  at  (225)  272-8521  or  (225)  266- 
1224,  or  by  emailingjlarry@cox.net 


318-527-9209. 

Singers  needed  for  Ordination  and  Commissioning  service 


Choir  forming  for  Baptismal  Reaffirmation  service 


Singers  are  still  needed  for  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  Choir  which  will  perform 
during  The  Service  of  Ordination  and 
Commissioning  at  annual  conference.  The 
service  is  slated  for  Monday,  June  4  at  7:30 
p.m.  in  the  Theater  in  the  River  Center. 

The  choir  will  be  made  up  of  members 
of  choirs  in  the  churches  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District,  as  well  as  clergy  who 
would  like  to  sing.  If  you  have  not 
responded,  please  do  so  ASAP  to  Rev. 

Kem  Alexander  at  kema@fiimcmla.com 
It  is  important  that  we  know  how  many 
choir  members  to  set  up  for  on  the  stage,  as 
well  as  knowing  how  many  will  sing  by 
voice  parts  (soprano,  alto,  tenor,  bass). 

Rehearsal  for  the  service  will  be  held 
Monday,  June  4  at  5:30  p.m.  A  light  sup¬ 
per  will  be  provided. 

Please  wear  your  church  choir  robe.  If 


you  have  seasonal  stoles,  please  wear  the 
red  one;  if  not  wear  what  goes  with  your 
robe.  Clergy  should  wear  black  robe  or  the 
one  worn  in  worship. 

Rev.  Kem  Alexander,  Minister  of  Music 
for  First  United  Methodist  Church  Monroe, 
will  serve  as  director.  The  organist/accom¬ 
panist  will  be  Rev.  Micky  Cloud,  Minister 
of  Music  for  Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  Ruston. 

The  anthems  to  be  performed  are: 

Praise  to  the  Lord,  the  Almighty,  arr.  Cindy 
Berry,  #22756,  Alfred  Publishing; 
Sov’reign  Lord,  Creator,  Righteous  One, 
Mary  McDonald,  #  1 0/24 1 OM,  Monarch 

Music —  a  division  of  Lorenz  Corp. 

If  copies  of  this  music  are  needed, 
please  let  Kem  know  ASAP  so  that  he  can 
mail  them  to  you. 


A  Gospel  Choir  is  organizing  to  sing  at 
the  Congregational  Reaffirmation  of  The 
Baptismal  Covenant  on  June  5  at  7:30  p.m. 
in  the  River  Center  Exhibition  Hall  West. 
Singers  from  the  Baton  Rouge  and  New 
Orleans  Districts  will  come  together  to  per¬ 
form,  under  the  direction  of  Rev.  Barbara 
Murray. 

There  will  be  a  combined  rehearsal  at 
Wesley  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  on  Monday, 
June  4  at  5:30  p.m. 

Pre-service  music  for  the  Baptismal 
Reaffirmation  will  be  provided  by  Cynthia 
Wilson,  beginning  at  7  p.m.  on  Tuesday. 

The  music  to  be  performed  will  come 
from  Total  Praise,  along  with  other  music 
from  The  United  Methodist  Hymnal  and 

Wilson,  from  page  1 

Music  (the  first  woman  and  first  African- 
American  to  do  so). 

Rev.  Wilson  has  traveled  across  West 
Africa,  South  Africa,  Asia,  North  America, 
South  America  and  all  over  the  United 
States,  singing  everything  from  Handel  to 
Mahalia.  One  of  her  most  memorable 
experiences  was  to  sing  a  benefit  concert 
for  Africa  University  at  Carnegie  Hall  in 
New  York,  where  the  late  Ossie  Davis  was 
the  host. 


The  African  American  Heritage  Hymnal. 

Those  performing  should  plan  to  bring 
copies  of  either  or  both  of  these  hymnals,  if 
possible.  Mark  them  with  your  identifica¬ 
tion  before  you  come. 

If  you  have  questions  or  need  further 
details,  contact  one  of  the  following 

Baton  Rouge  area: 

Rev.  Elaine  Smith,  (225)  357-1227  or 
sdeaconsm@aol.com. 

New  Orleans  area: 

Rev.  Barbara  Murray,  (504)  400-6378 

All  other  areas: 

Rev.  Beth  Love  Tu’uta,  (318)  458-9721 
or  revbeth@noelumc.org 


When  asked,  “What  is  the  most  memo¬ 
rable  experience  in  your  Music  Ministry 
journey?,”  Rev.  Wilson  enthusiastically 
responded,  “It’s  difficult  to  name  just  one 
experience.  However,  I  will  always 
remember  the  joy  of  standing  on  stage  at 
Carnegie  Hall,  in  concert  with  Ossie  Davis 
as  the  host!  Of  course,  serving  on  the 
National  Task  Force  that  produced  the 
Songs  of  Zion  was  a  significant  pivotal 
point  in  my  ministry.” 


To  get  the  latest  information  on  the 
2007  La.  Annual  Conference  Agenda 
visit  the  Conference  Website 
at  www.la-umc.org 
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The  2007  La.  United  Methodist  Annual  Conference  will  be  held  at  the  Baton  Rouge  River  Center  June  3-6.  The  above  maps  give  an  overview  of  the  entire  facility,  which  is  located  in 
the  downtown  area  of  the  capital  city.  Business  and  plenary  sessions  of  the  conference  will  be  held  in  Exhibition  Hall  West,  while  the  Cokesbury  Bookstore  and  other  displays  can 
be  found  in  Exhibition  Hall  East.  For  those  who  do  not  register  for  conference  on  Sunday  evening,  June  3  at  First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  registration  will  be  held  Monday  morning  in 
the  first  floor  lobby  of  the  River  Center,  starting  at  8  a.m.  and  running  throughout  the  day  until  5  p.m. 


Annual  Conference 
Registration  Procedures 

Clergy  and  Laity  attending  the  2007 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  at  the  Baton 
Rouge  River  Center  June  3-6  should  be 
aware  of  when  and  how  to  register  for  this 
year’s  event  upon  arrival  to  Baton  Rouge. 

Registration  will  be  Sunday,  June  3 
from  5-6:45  p.m.  in  the  gymnasium  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  located  at  930 
North  Boulevard  just  a  short  distance  from 
the  River  Center.  The  second  opportunity 
to  register  will  be  Monday  morning  in  the 
first  floor  lobby  of  the  River  Center,  start¬ 
ing  at  8  a.m.  and  running  throughout  the 
day  until  5  p.m. 

Committee  meetings  will  also  be 
Monday  morning  from  8-10  a.m.  and  New 
Member  Orientation  for  Lay  and  Clergy 
will  be  held  from  8-9:30  a.m.  in  River 
Center  Room  7. 

Members  should  be  aware  that  the 
Clergy  Session  and  the  Laity  Session  both 
begin  promptly  at  10  a.m.  on  Monday 
morning,  June  4,  with  the  Laity  meeting  in 
River  Center’s  Exhibition  Hall  West  and 
Clergy  meeting  in  the  Old  State  Capital 
Building. 


Correction 

In  the  article  announcing  the 
appointment  of  Rev.  Dr.  Alonzo 
Campbell  to  the  position  of 
Conference  Director  of  Multicultural 
Ministries,  two  pieces  of  information 
were  inadvertently  omitted. 

Rev.  Campbell  is  currently  the  pas¬ 
tor  of  Roberts  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Denham  Springs  and  St. 
Luke  UMC  in  Greenwell  Springs. 

Also,  our  Native  American 
Ministry  is  a  part  of  the  conference’s 
work  through  Multicultural  Ministries. 


Receive  a  free  gift 
when  you  visit  your  Foundation! 


We  are  pleased  to  have  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
in  our  hometown  this  year  and  invite  anyone  visiting  Baton 
Rouge  during  this  time  to  visit  us.  Each  visitor  will  receive 
a  free  gift  bag  as  an  expression  of  our  appreciation  for  your  service 
to  the  Conference. 

Let  our  staff  welcome  you  on  June  4,  5  or  6  to  receive  your  gift  and 
tour  the  Foundation.  While  you’re  here,  find  out  how  you  can  leave 
a  legacy  for  the  future  of  your  family  and  your  United  Methodist 
Church. 


Your  Foundation  Staff 
welcomes  all  Conference 
attendees 
to  Baton  Rouge! 


d 

UNITED  METHODIST 

8337  Jefferson  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 

It 

FOUNDATION 

225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 

u 

• - of  Louisiana - 

www.umf.org 

Call  or  visit  our  website 

Gift  is  available 

for  directions! 

June  4-6.  8:00  am  -  4:30  pm 

For  daily  minutes, 
photos  and  complete 
information  from  the 
2007  La.  Annual 
Conference 

in  Baton  Rouge,  visit  the 
La.  Conference  web  site 
at 


www.la-umc.org 
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Annual  Conference  2007 

'Means  of  Grace  -  Becoming  Grace-full  people'  is  theme 


More  than  1 ,000  United  Methodists 
from  around  the  state  gathered  at  the 
River  Center  in  Baton  Rouge  June  3-6  for 
the  2007  Annual  Conference.  The  shift  to 
Baton  Rouge  for  this  year’s  conference 
was  in  keeping  with  a  Conference  deci¬ 
sion  to  move  the  annual  meeting  to  a 
venue  other  than  Shreveport  once  every 
quadrenium. 

During  the  conference,  The  Office  of 
Church  Extension  announced  three  new 
church  starts  for  this  year.  The  churches 


will  be  located  in  Prairieville,  Walker  and 
the  Hammond  area. 

Elections  for  Louisiana  Conference 
delegates  to  the  General  and 
Jurisdictional  Conferences  of  2008  were 
also  held.  The  names  of  the  delegates 
chosen  to  represent  the  Louisiana 
Conference  at  the  Fort  Worth  and  Dallas 
events  can  be  found  on  the  conference 
website  at  www.la-umc.org.  Results  were 
not  available  at  time  of  press. 

In  addition,  seven  petitions  were  voted 


on  by  conference  members.  Results  of 
the  voting  may  also  be  found  on  the  con¬ 
ference  website. 

Special  offerings  for  “Nothing  But 
Nets,”  The  United  Methodist  Global  Aids 
Fund  and  the  Kansas  Area  Disaster  Fund 
were  taken  at  the  Sunday  Memorial 
Service,  the  Monday  Ordination  and 
Commissioning  Service  and  the  Tuesday 
Baptismal  Reaffirmation  Service,  respec¬ 
tively. 

See  Conference,  page  7 


Conference  members,  top,  review 
reports  at  the  Laity  Session  of  the  2007 
La.  Annual  Conference.  Charles  and 
John  Wesley,  a.k.a.  Conference  Lay 
Leader  Buzzy  Anding  and  Fred  Loy, 
make  an  appearance  at  the 
Conference,  held  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Bishop  Dan  Solomon,  right,  delivers 
the  sermon  at  the  Memorial  Service  at 
First  United  Methodist  Church. 
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Hartzel  UMC  -N.O.  returns 


Hartzell  United  Methodist  Church 
at  2014  Caffin  Avenue  in  the  Lower  9th 
Ward  of  New  Orleans,  will  celebrate 
worship  for  the  first  time  since 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  its  own  sanctuary 
Sunday,  June  10  at  3  p.m. 

The  public  is  invited  to  attend  this 
special  service.  Regular  worship  time 
will  be  9  a.m.  on  future  Sundays. 

Dr.  Ralph  Ford,  New  Orleans 
District  Superintendent,  will  re-conse- 
crate  the  space  for  worship. 

Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone 
Director,  will  preach. 

Hartzell  UMC  has  been  a  part  of 
Cooperative  Parish  Six,  which  consisted 
of  Cornerstone  UMC  in  New  Orleans 
East  and  Covenant  UMC  in  Chalmette. 
The  pastoral  team  includes  Rev.  James 
F.  Haynes,  team  leader.  Rev.  Jeff 
Conner,  Rev.  Becky  Conner  and  Rev. 
Barbara  Murray.  Rev.  Murray  is  the 
music  director  for  Hartzell  and 
Cornerstone. 

The  Cooperative  Parish  will  continue 
for  2007-2008  and  will  be  known  as  the 
New  Orleans  East  Cooperative  Parish. 
The  pastors  will  continue  to  serve  as 
pastors  of  all  three  churches,  and  will 
rotate  preaching  responsibilities. 

Hartzell  UMC  has  formed  a  collabo¬ 
rative  working  partnership  with  Tigers 
Go,  a  non-profit  organization  facilitated 
by  Clemson  University  students  stem¬ 
ming  from  the  Wesley  Foundation  min¬ 


istry  in  Clemson,  South  Carolina. 

Tigers  Go  will  be  conducting  a  sum¬ 
mer  camp  called  Camp  Collide,  also  in 
cooperation  with  Covenant  UMC. 

Youth  groups  will  come  to  New  Orleans 
this  summer  to  do  rebuilding  of  homes 
in  the  community.  Tigers  Go  staff  mem¬ 
bers  will  supervise  the  community  out¬ 
reach,  and  will  be  housed  at  Hartzell 
UMC. 

Hartzell  UMC  has  also  partnered 
with  Southern  University  of  New 
Orleans  to  offer  a  community  computer 
lab.  The  church  also  plans  to  partner 
with  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King  Charter 
School  for  Math  and  Science  in  serving 
the  children  of  the  Lower  9th  Ward. 

Irvin  and  Sarah  Bell  from  Mission 
Year  and  Urban  Mission  Foundation  are 
also  working  with  Hartzell  UMC  on  a 
plan  to  send  volunteers  in  September  of 
2007  that  will  work  in  the  Lower  Ninth 
Ward  community  for  one  year.  A  house 
on  Caffin  Ave.  is  to  be  used  for  the  vol¬ 
unteers,  but  it  is  in  need  of  renovation 
before  their  arrival.  Donations  of  funds 
and  materials  for  rebuilding  are  request¬ 
ed. 

This  returning  church  is  also  a  part  of 
Churches  Supporting  Churches. 
Haitzell’s  pastoral  team  attends  monthly 
meetings,  networking  with  pastors  of 
other  denominations  present  in  the 
Lower  9th  Ward  on  a  regular  basis. 


* 

Seven  ordained  elder  in  full  connection 


Ordination  and  Commissioning  Services 
were  held  June  4  in  the  Rivercenter  Theater 
in  Baton  Rouge. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  served 
as  preacher  at  the  service,  and  used  as  his 
sermon  theme  “Hands  Up  or  Hands  Out?” 

Seven  persons  were  ordained  elders  in 
full  connection  with  the  conference.  They 
were: 

Lysbeth  Bond  Cockrell,  Beverly  Ann 
Connelly,  Katherine  Grant  Howell,  Heather 
Haussler  Leyland,  James  Bryant  Moore, 
Cory  Lewis  Sparks  and  Maximilian  Oscar 
Zehner. 

Cathy  Joy  Arends  was  ordained  deacon 


in  full  connection  with  the  conference. 

Stephen  Dale  Berger,  John  Robert 
Black,  Clifton  Clement  Conrad,  LaMarylis 
Smith  Cotten,  Gerald  Richard  Crise,  Kathy 
Charlene  Fitzhugh,  Steven  Wade  Fowler, 
Eugene  James  Anthony  Hebert,  Daniel 
McLain  Hixon,  Jeremy  Stewart  Jones, 
Kathryn  Leigh  McKay,  Matthew  Burke 
Rawle  and  LeKisha  LaShawn  Reed  were 
commissioned  as  probationary  elders. 

Rita  Milton  Chiasson,  Carol  Ann  Civils 
and  Coney  Lewis  DeHart  were  commis¬ 
sioned  as  probationary  deacons.  Clinton 
Powell  Lovell,  Sr.  was  recognized  as  an 
associate  member  with  the  conference. 


La.  United  Methodist  Merit  Scholars  honored 


Teauseau 


The  two  2007  Louisiana 
Methodist  Merit 
Scholarships  were  awarded 
to  Manoah  Jared  O'Dell  and 
Marissa  Sue  Teauseau. 

Manoah  is  from  St. 
Matthew's  UMC  in  Kenner, 
La.  He  will  be  a  freshman  at 
Centenary  College. 

Marissa  is  from  Asbury 
UMC  in  Shreveport,  La. 

She  will  be  a  sophomore  at 
Centenary  College. 


O'Dell 


Sharing  God's  love  with  others,  pictured  from  left  to  right  from  Beulah  are:  Linda 
Eason,  Rev.  Stephanie  Kidd,  Joyce  Crump,  and  Rose  Ann  Hennigan.  Participants  not  pic¬ 
tured  are:  Bonnie  Gale  Montpelier,  Joy  Nelson,  Lawanna  Powell  and  Linda  Vercher. 


Prayers  and  Squares  ministry 


Prayers  and  Squares,  a  prayer  quilt  min¬ 
istry  at  Beulah  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Marthaville,  got  started  when  church  mem¬ 
bers  decided  to  create  banners  for  the  sanc¬ 
tuary. 

Jimmy  and  Katie  Barnhill  from  Christ 
UMC  in  Shreveport  invited  Beulah  UMC 
to  visit  their  church  and  view  their  worship 
banners.  The  Beulah  ladies  also  met  a 
group  at  Christ  UMC  who  were  diligently 
working  on  prayer  quilts. 

The  prayer  quilts  are  made  and  placed 
on  the  altar  during  worship.  Members  of 
the  congregation  are  given  the  opportunity 


to  say  a  prayer  for  the  person  receiving  the 
quilt.  Knots  are  tied  in  loose  threads  of  the 
quilt  to  represent  each  prayer  said  for  the 
person.  It  is  a  tangible  means  of  reminding 
people  they  are  being  covered  in  prayer. 

The  Beulah  group  finished  their  first 
quilt  in  September  of  2006  and  presented  it 
to  their  pastor  following  her  surgery.  To 
date,  more  than  30  quilts  have  been 
brought  to  worship  and  prayed  over  by  the 
Beulah  congregation  for  people  in  the  sur¬ 
rounding  community  of  Marthaville,  as 
well  as  Natchitoches  and  Ringgold. 


Conference  members  worship  during  the  memorial  service  at  First  UMC-  Baton  Rouge. 
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Daughenbaugh  -  Matheny  scholars  honored  at  conference 


Capenter 

Acadiana 


Duet 

Acadiana 


Childers 
New  Orleans 


Harris 

New  Orleans 


Cosenza 

Alexandria 


Handy 
Lake  Charles 


O'Dell 

New  Orleans 


Weber 
New  Orleans 


Boothe 

Monroe 


Wilson 

Monroe 


Bowers 

Shreveport 


Cook 

Shreveport 


Dupree 

Shreveport 


Fallin 

Shreveport 


Haacker 

Shreveport 


Kacenjar 

Shreveport 


Mauldin 

Shreveport 


McConnell-Switzer 

Shreveport 


Stutts 

Shreveport 


Teauseau 

Shreveport 


The  recipients  are  listed  below  by 
the  school  each  is  attending: 

Centenary — William  Boothe, 
Andrew  Karr  Bowers,  Sara  Carpenter 


Emma  Cook,  Jessica  Cosenza, 
Sarah  Duet,  Danielle  Dupree,  Ashley 
Fallin,  Amanda  Haacker,  Jason 
Harris,  Caitlin  Hogan,  Whitney 


Jackson,  Leo  Kacenjar,  Nicholas 
Mauldin,  Rachel  McConnell-Switzer, 
Noah  O’Dell,  April  Stutts,  Marissa 
Teauseau  and  Carrie  Weber. 


Dillard — Nikia  Childers,  Whitney 
Handy  and  Deneyelle  Wilson 


Town  &  Country  Awards  recognize  small  church  excellence 


The  Town  &  Country  Award,  honoring 
small  church  excellence,  was  given  to  six 
pastors  at  the  Awards  Luncheon  on  June  6. 

Recipients  were  Rev.  Amanda 
Carpenter,  First  UMC  Berwick;  Rev. 
James  Ray,  Wesley,  Pineville  -Wesley, 
Booneville;  Rev.  Lorris  Wimberly, 
Loranger-Cooper  Chapel;  Rev.  Kathy 
Howell,  Raymond-Roanoke;  Rev.  Joe 
Hamilton,  Delhi-Crowville;  Rev.  Clint 
Lovell,  Greenwood-Bethany.  Special 
thanks  are  extended  to  all  pastors  in  the 
New  Orleans  District. 


Carpenter 

Acadiana 


Ray 

Alexandria 


Wimberly 
Baton  Rouge 


Howell 
Lake  Charles 


Hamilton 

Monroe 


Lovell 

Shreveport 
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AWARDS 


United  Methodist 
Women's  Award 


John  Wesley 
Fellow  Award 


Edna  Hickman 


Rev.  Doug  Ezell 


Charles  Goodgame 
Award 


Sojurner  Truth  Sarah  Schoeffler 
Award  Award 


Allen  Brown 


Dolores  Giles 


Bob  Dykes 


Champions  for 
Christ  Award 


Champions  for  Champions  for 
Christ  Award  Christ  Award 


Rev.  Arnold  Brown 


Rev.  Charles  Hill 


Rev.  Anice  Moses 


Harry  Denman 
Evangelism  Award 

Sarah  Marsalis 


Harry  Denman 
Evangelism  Award 

Rev.  Josh  Milliron 


Retirees  2007 


Anderson 


Dear 


Eden 


Ezell 


Hamilton 


Nelson 


Richardson 


Sherer 


Wyatt 


The  2007  class  of  clergy  retirees 
were  honored  June  5  during  the  tradi¬ 
tional  “Passing  of  the  Mantle”  service, 
held  in  the  River  Center  Exhibition 
Hall  West  in  Baton  Rouge. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  lead 
the  congregants  in  the  recognition  and 
blessing  of  the  retirees. 

Rev.  Willis  W.  Dear  represented  the 
retiring  class  and  placed  the  ceremoni¬ 
al  mantle  over  the  shoulders  of  Rev. 
Beverly  Connelly  who  represented  the 
new  full  member  class. 

The  members  of  this  year’s  retiring 


class  included  the  following  pictured 
persons:  Allan  W.  Anderson,  Willis 
William  Dear,  Curtiss  Dali  Eden, 
Meredith  Douglas  Ezell,  Barbara 
Materre  Hamilton,  Judy  E.  Nelson,  C. 
Gerald  Richardson,  Carol  Lawler 
Sherer,  and  Elizabeth  Autry  Wyatt. 

Also  in  the  2007  retiree  class  were 
Burnell  Bell,  Virginia  Kinkade  Cutrer, 
Linda  Middlebrooks  Hagan,  Robert 
Donald  Hayes,  Richard  Owens  Teeter 
and  Dorcas  Ann  Thornton.  Their  pic¬ 
tures  were  not  available  at  press  time. 


Project  NOAH 
Mission  Opportunity 

Project  NOAH  still  has  openings  for  Youth  Group  volunteers 
to  work  for  a  week  on  the  Northshore  in  hurricane  damaged  homes. 

July  8-14  work  week,  25  volunteers  are  needed 
July  15-21,  25  volunteers  are  needed 
July  29-Aug.  4,  25  volunteers  are  needed. 

For  information 

Visit  the  Project  NOAH  website  at  www. proiectnoah.net 


JUNE  8, 2007 
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Appointments  2007-2008 


ACADIANA  DISTRICT 


Olla-Urania-Trout,  Justiss  Memorial-Eden 


District  Superintendent  Roger  D.  Lathan 

Abbeville-Pecan  Island  John  LVining 

Briggs-Mt.  Zion-Fitzgerald  (Charles  E.  Hill  Vi  PL) 

Baldwin, Trinity-Mt.  Zion  (Barry  A.  Whittington,  Sr.  Vi  PL) 

Belle  Rose,  St.  James-Donaldsonville,  St.  Peter 

(Elva  Jacobs  Vi  PL) 


Berwick,  First 
Clanton  Chapel 
Donald  sonville,  First-Lutcher 
Franklin,  First-McGowen 
Grand  River 
Houma: 

Bayou  Blue 
First 

Wesley-Vacherie 
Jeanerette: 

St.  Paul-Franklin,  Asbury 
St.  Peter-Mallalieu 
Lafayette: 

Asbury 
Associate 
Associate 
Associate 
Covenant 
Faith  Community 
First 

Associate 
Immanuel 
Northwood 

Lettsworth,  Scott  Chapel 
Lutcher  Chapel 
Lydia 

Maringouin,  St.  Peter-Shiloh 
Mathews,  Memorial 
Melville-Palmetto 
Morgan  City: 

Pharr  Chapel 
Walmsley-Mason 
Mt.  Vernon 

Napoleonville,  Wesley-Woodlawn 
New  Iberia: 

First 

St.  James 
Opelousas: 

Louisiana  Memorial 
St.  Mark 
Patterson 
Plaquemine: 

First 

Hurst-St.  Luke 
Port  Barre-Krotz  Springs-Lottie,  Wilson  Memorial 

Cage  M.  McLemore  RM 

Rosedale: 

Hartzell 

Rosedale-New  Roads,  First 
Thibodaux: 

Calvary-Magnolia 
First 

Waxia,  St.  Paul 
Wiley-Green  Chapel 


(M.  Amanda  Carpenter  Vi  PL) 
(Cyril  A.  Kirby  Verret  Vi  PL) 
(Barbara  J.  Beaumont  Vi  PL) 
Erin  J.  Oliver 
(Earline  T.  Guidry  'A  PL) 

Jeffrey  C.  Duke 
Barry  Hoekstra 
(Terry  A.  Lindsey  14  PL) 

(Darrel  W.  Briggs,  Sr.  VS  PL) 
Eugene  J.A.  Hebert  PE 

T.  Edward  Boyd,  Jr. 

(C.  Ann  Sutton) 

Ira  M.  Robinson  RM 
(David  L.  Bricker  FL) 

Chris  A.  Blanchard 
Cory  L.  Sparks 
Jan  C.  Holloway 
(Fred  M.  Fraser  RA) 
(Marguerite  D.  Jenkins  Vi  PL) 
(L.  Wayne  Howington) 

(Obie  J.  Southall  RL) 

(Sonya  Renee  Lars  'A  PL) 
(Robert  W.  Cormier  'A  PL) 
(Emmett  C.  Collins,  Jr.  %  PL) 
T.B.S. 

Kenneth  B.  Chapman  RE 

Lamar  C.  Oliver 
(Elaine  C.  Smith  Vi  PL) 
(Joseph  Holland,  Sr.  'A  PL) 
(Albert  Holland  RL) 

Scott  T.  Bullock 
T.B.S. 

(Pamela  Fitch  Roy) 

Clifton  C.  Conrad,  Sr.  PE 
(Aaron  J.  Carpenter,  Jr.  FL) 

Stephen  C.  Fleming 
(Thomas  A.  Wesley  'A  PL) 


(Ulysse  Stephens  RA) 
Jeremy  S.  Jones  PE 

(Robert  E.  Johnson,  Sr.  Vi  PL) 
Joseph  E.  Hamilton 
(Marvette  J.Thomas  'A  PL) 
Laurence  E.  Hall  RM 


ALEXANDRIA  DISTRICT 


Ramonalynn  W.  Bethley 

Timothy  J.  Neustifter 

(Veronica  Kay  Pritchard  FL) 

R.  Don  Ross 

Juan  Carlos  Huertas  PE 

Derrick  D.  Hills 

T.B.S. 

(Robert  E.  Guth,  Jr.  FL) 
(Jason  W.  Jacob  'A  SL) 

T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

Derrick  D.  Hills 


District  Superintendent 
Alexandria: 

First 

Associate  Pastor 
Horseshoe  Drive 
Associate 
Newman 
St.  Mark's 

Trinity-Hineston,  Fellowship 
Wilton 

Beulah-Campti,  First-St.  Maurice 
Boyce: 

Lahey  Chapel 
Union 

Bunkie,  David  Haas  Mem.-Trinity-White's  Chap. 

Joe  A.  Hoover 

Campti,  St  Paul-Mt.Zion 
Cheneyville,  St.  Paul 
Colfax 

Couley-Sanders  Chapel 
Evergreen 
Ferriday-Vidalia 
Glenmora-Boyce,  First 
Jena,  Nolley  Memorial-Belah 
Jonesville-Harrisonburg 
Lecompte-Bayou  Chicot-Cheneyville  (Ross  C.  Ford,  Jr.  FL) 
Many  C.  Frances  Hooton 

Marksville-Effie,  Oak  Grove-Simmesport 

(Antonio  E.  Ranero  FL) 

Melder,  St.  Mark's 
Montgomery-Mt.  Zion-Atlanta 
Natchitoches: 

Asbury-Emmanuel 
College  Ave. 

First 

Associate 
Associate 

Oak  Grove-Provencal 


T.B.S. 

(Mary  L.  Jones  Vi  PL) 
(Gloria  L.  Youngblood  FL) 
(Thomas  G.  May  Vi  PL) 
Gary  LVan  Horn  RM 
Barry  D.  Dennis  OF 
(William  K.  McDonald  RL) 
Lyndle  R.  Bullard 
(David  C.  Carlton  FL) 


T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

James  A. Graham 
John  M.  Higginbotham,  Jr. 
Donald  R.  Avery 
James  M.  Poole  RM 
Jacqueline  E.C.King  PE 
John  R.  Foster  Vi  OF 


6 

11 

4 

8 

6 

3 
19 
7 
2 

4 

1 

6 

6 

7 

1 

10 

9 
13 

5 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
5 
1 

5 
17 
3 

10 

2 

2 

6 
29 


1 

1 

3 

7 

24 


14 

2 

2 

1 

1 

4 


2 

2 

10 

3 

6 

2 

6 


4 

5 
7 
2 

6 
10 
2 
9 
7 
4 


20 

2 

3 

13 

2 

7 


Palestine 

Pineville: 

First 

Associate 

Pleasant  Grove-Bethel 

Wesley-Booneville,  Wesley 

Pollock-Liberty  Chapel 

Strange 

Weaver 

Winnfield 


(P.  Curtis  Carroll,  Jr.  FL) 
Katherine  G.  Howell 

Jon  E.Tellifero 
(R.  Clay  Williams,  Jr.  FL) 
(Katherine  S.  Morris  VS  PL) 
(James  E.  Ray,  Sr.  Vi  PL) 
Eddie  Carpenter  Vi  OF 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

Mark  J.  Goins 


5 
1 

2 

2 

2 

14 

6 


Clifford  C.  Wright,  Jr. 
Kenneth  M.  Carroll 
Carol  A.  Civils  PD* 


BATON  ROUGE  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent  Larry  G. Miller 

Amite-lndependence  Brady  S.  Whitton 

Baker: 

Blackwater  William  A.  Moon  III 

First-Pride,  Bethel  E.  Eugene  Rives,  Jr. 

Baton  Rouge: 

Broadmoor 

Minister  of  Congregational  Care 
Minister  of  Disabilities 
Minister  of  Discipleship  &  Faith  Formation 

R.  Lee  McKinzie  OE 
Minister  of  Evangelism  Augustus  M.  Allen 

Minister  of  Missions  &  Prayers  Virginia  P.  Allen  PE 

Min.  of  Sen.  Care  and  Residential  Ministries 

Lusinda  M.  Warren  Vi  FD 

Minister  of  Vietnamese  Ministries 
Camphor  Memorial 
Associate 
First 

Associate 
Associate 
Francis  Asbury 
Hope  Community 
Minister  of  Education 

Hughes  Memorial-Watson,  Andrew  Chapel 

Diane  L.  Bentley  PE 

Ingleside 
Jefferson 
Associate 
Jordan 
Neely 

Minister  of  Education 
St.  Andrew's 
St.John's 
Associate 
St.  Luke's-St.  Paul's 
St.  Mark  ' 


(TuyetTran  FL) 

Darlene  A.  Moore 
Mary  Ann  Robinson  Vi  OF 
Christopher  H.  Andrews 
Elaine  M.  Burleigh  PE 
Michael  L.  Hammett 
W.  Odell  Simmons  RM 
(H.  Louis  Jones  VS  PL) 
Brunetta  A.  Shamlin  Vi  FD 


Kibbie  E.  Hatfield 
Hulen  C.  Warren,  Jr. 
Stephen  Dale  Berger  PE 
Davis  W.  Clark 
Arnold  V.  Brown 
Linda  A.  Joseph  FD* 

Larry  D.  O'Dell 
Timothy  E.  Lawson 
(Russell  S.CIunan  FL) 
(Kimbra  H.  Hammett  Vi  PL) 
Joseph  D.  Awotwi 


University,  William  B.  Reily  Memorial  Steven  M.  Spurlock 
Associate/LSU  Wesley  Foundation  Donald  L.  Meeks 
Associate 
Wesley 
Associate 
Clinton: 

Beech  Grove 
First-Clear  Creek 
Mt.  Zion-Ethel,  St.  Paul 
St.  Peter-Jackson  Chapel-Mt.Carmel 
Convent,  St.  James 
Day’s-Center-Darlington 
Deerford-Pine  Grove 
Denham  Springs: 

First 

Associate 

Minister  of  Youth  &  Education 
Minister  of  Instrumental  Music  &  Pastoral  Care 

Rita  M.Chiasson  Vi  PD 


Shannon  C.  DeLaureal  PE 
E.  Andrew  Goff 
(Yvonne  P.  Dayries  PL*) 

(Inita  L.  Smith  Vi  PL) 

Robert  E. Townsend 
(Willis  Laws  VS  PL) 

(Cherless  H.  Miller,  Jr.  V4  PL) 
(Gaynell  B.  Simon  Vi  PL) 

Larry  D.  Robertson  RM 
(Jimmie  S.  Parker  Vi  PL) 

Robert  L  Deich 

(Gwendolyn  M.  Hoyt  Owens  Vi 
Sarah  W.Shoup  PD 


Roberts-St.  Luke 
Associate 

Galvez,  Carpenter's  Chapel 
Gonzales: 

First 

Associate 
St.  Landry 

Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 
Greenwell  Springs,  Magnolia 
Hammond,  First 
Huff  Chapel 
Jackson-Ethel 
Kentwood-Mt.  Hermon 
Loranger-Cooper's  Chapel 
Nesom  Memorial 
Pine  Ridge-Tangipahoa 
Ponchatoula: 

First 


Erica  R.  Jenkins 
(Constance  R.  Saizon  Vi  PL) 
(L.John  Locascio  FL) 

Gary  Don  Willis 
(Joy  Lynn  Comeaux  V4  SP) 
(Constance  R.  Saizon  Vi  PL) 
LaMarylis  S.Cotten  PE 
Franklin  R.  Pennington  PE 
Joseph  M.Donakey 
(Milton  E.  Bourque,  Jr.  Vi  PL) 
Rhonda  E.  Feurtado 
(Percy  M.  Frazier  RA) 

Lorris  M.  Wimberly 
(E.  Rand  Guy  RL) 

(James  W.  Reid) 

J.Thomas  Logan 


3 

3 

2 

4 

3 

17 

1 

1 

3 
2 

6 

2 

6 

2 

19 

2 

2 

6 

6 

5 

2 

5 

1 

4 
2 
16 

5 

4 
2 
1 

5 
8 

-3. 

2 

3 

9 

1 

1 

3 

2 

6 
11 
11 
2 


PL)  1 
3 

1 

1 

2 

2 

8 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

6 

3 

7 

3 


Wesley  Chapel-James  Chapel-Lee's  Landing 

(Mark  A.  Lubbock  Vi  PL) 

Port  Allen,  Scott  (Willie  Laws) 

Prairieville: 

Meadows  Chapel  (Tim  A.  Gilmore  Vi  PL) 

Minister  of  Outreach  and  Reconciliation 

Cathy  J.Arends  FD* 


New  Church 

St.  Amant,  Faithful-  New  River 
St.  Francisville 
Slaughter-Bluff  Creek 
Spillman,  New  Hope-Concord 
Springfield: 

First 


Franks.  Harris,  III 

(W.  Madison  Turner,  Sr.  Vi  PL) 

Daniel  P.  Gleason 

(Betty  A.  McCarver  Vi  PL) 

T.B.S. 

(Emile  E.Tosso,  III  FL) 


St.  James 

Tangipahoa  Parish,  New  Church 

Tunica 

Walker: 

First 

Friendship-Corbin-Montpelier 
Mangum  Chapel-Livingston 
New  Church 
Watson,  Live  Oak 
Associate 

Wilson,  Wesley-Asbury 
Zachary: 

First 

Moses  Chapel 


(Marguerite  W.  Rheams  Vi  PL) 

M.  Jack  O'Dell 

T.B.S. 

Jerry  L  Johnson  PE 
(Lewis  M.  Morris,  Jr.  Vi  PL) 
(Thomas  C.  Beeler  FL) 

Leslie  G.  Stephens 
(Mark  E.  Crosby) 

(Richard  W.  Davis  Vi  PL) 
(Gregory  McClay,  Sr.  Vi  PL) 

Gregory  R.  Davis 
(Glorious  M.  Wright  ’/a  PL) 


LAKE  CHARLES  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

Church  Point-Crowley,  Wesley 

Crowley,  First 

Associate 

DeQuincy 

DeRidder,  First 

Ebenezer-B  ranch 

Elton-Oberlin-Basile 

Eunice,  First-Iota 

Fairview 

Florien,  Prospect-Hornbeck 

Gueydan-Kaplan 

Holly  Grove 

Hopewell-Elizabeth-Pine  Grove 
Indian  Bayou-Rayne,  Centenary 
Iowa 

Jennings: 

Jennings 
Mallalieu 
Kinder 
Lake  Arthur 
Lake  Charles: 

First 

Associate 

Oak  Park 

St.Luke-Simpson 

Associate 

University 

Warren 

Leesville: 

First 

Korean 

Mt.  Zion-Macedonia 

Merryville-DeRidder,  Wesley 

Moss  Bluff 

Oakdale-Pine  Prairie 

Raymond-Roanoke 

Squyres 

Sulphur: 

Henning  Memorial 

Associate 

Associate 

Maplewood 

Wesley-Hackberry 

Sweetlake-Cameron  Methodist 

Associate 

Vinton,  Welsh  Memorial 
Welsh: 

First-Hayes 

Jones 

Westlake 


Jerry  G.Hilbun 
Richard  O. Teeter  RM 
K.  Dale  Hensarling 
(Virginia  Cutrer  RL) 

Gerald  R.Crise  PE 
Michael  D.McLaurin 
Charles  L  Floyd,  Jr.  V4 
Eddie  E.  Morgan,  Jr.  RM 
(Truman  P.Stagg  FL) 

T.B.S. 

(Raymond  H.  Leidig,  Jr.  RL) 
Douglas  E.  Milliron 
T.B.S. 

(Mark  S. Theriot  Vi  PL) 

(Byron  J.  Aucoin  FL) 

David  R.  DeWitt  VS 

Joshua  D.  Milliron 
(Roy  A.  Jefferson  'A  PL) 
(Tony  W.  Moss  FL) 

(Susan  C.  Pugh  Vi  PL) 

Richard  H.  Humphries 
Louis  G.BIankenbaker  RM 
(Shawn  Thomas  Hornsby  FL) 
Karl  S.  Klaus 
Roger  H. Templeton 
Charles  R.  Langford 
(Lawrence  P.  Gaines  FL) 

Kenneth  M.  Graham,  Jr. 

Yong  Seok  Jung  V4  OE 
(Dianne  Allen  Jones  VS  PL) 
(Steven  W.  Bush  Vi  PL) 

J.Penn  Morgan 
Corrie  M.  Cieslukowski  OP 
Lisa  E.LTurnbull 
T.B.S. 

Roy  Bryan  Moore 
Stephen  N.  Fife  PE 
Heather  H.Leyland 
Nancy  E.  Wofford 
Leon  A.  Boggs 
Ministry 

Robert  E.  Hollis 
James  B.  Moore 
(Owen  H.  Peyton,  Sr.) 

Charles  W.  Crews 
(John  H.  Whaley  14  PL) 
Elizabeth  M.  Northen- 


MONROE  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

Ansley-Centerpoint 

Bartholomew-Beekman 

Baskin 

Bastrop: 

First-Collinston 
Memorial-Mer  Rouge 
Mt.  Olive 

Bernice-Beech  Grove-Summerfield 

Boeuf  Prairie 

Chatham 

Choudrant-lndian  Village 
Clay 

Columbia-Hebert 
Crew  Lake-Mangham 
Delhi-Crowville 
Douglas 

Downsville-Bethel 

Dubach-Harmony  Chapel 

Epps-Pioneer 

Eros-Antioch,  Eros 

Farmerville 

Grayson 

Holly  Ridge 


Robert  L  Burgess 
T.B.S. 

(Lloyd  E.  Scott  RL) 

(Mary  Anne  Collie  Vi  PL) 

Mark  B.  Benge,  Sr. 

Samuel  P.  Emanuel  OF 
(Marcus  M.  Gaut  Vi  PL) 
Johnie  W.  Adkins,  Jr.  OF 
Rex  S.  Barker  VS  OF 
(Lala  B.  Cooper  VS  PL) 

T.B.S. 

(John  E.  Finch,  Jr.  Vi  PL) 

M.  Stuart  Sherman 
(Eddie  Carroll  Johnson  FL) 
(Christan  LThomas  FL) 

M.  Roily  Walker  RM 
Carolyn  B.Volentine 
T.B.S. 

T.B.S. 

Jack  D.  Phelps  RM 
(John  G.  Hankins) 

Howard  L.  Hudson,  Jr.  RM 
T.B.S. 


Jonesboro-Hodge-Dodson-New  Hope 


1 

18 

2 

1 

12 

1 

3 

5 

6 


1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

7 

4 

2 

6 

1 

12 

2 

15 

3 

2 

2 

9 

1 

3 
1 
6 
2 
2 
1 

4 
1 
1 

5 
1 
2 
1 


2 

2 

3 

2 

15 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 


Co-Pastor 
Lake  Providence 
Little  Creek-Union 
Marion-Bird's  Chapel 
Memorial-Salem 


(Bill  E.  Strawbridge  FL) 
(Letty  L.  Strawbridge  Vi  PL) 
(William  H.  McLain  FL) 

( W.  Wayne  Ray  14  PL) 
(Matthew  D.  Foreman  Vi  SP) 
(Ross  W.  Genger  FL) 


3 

10 

8 


6 


Monroe: 


First 

R.  Larry  Stafford 

13 

Associate 

William  N.Sheffied  PE 

1 

Associate 

(JoAnn  Cooper  34  PL) 

3 

Minister  of  Music 

Kem  F.  Alexander  FD 

8 

Hope 

(Johnny  M.  Riley,  Jr.  Vi  PL) 

4 

Lea  Joyner  Memorial 

Weldon  C.  Bares 

8 

Associate 

(Betty  L  Swanson  Vi  PL) 

7 

Associate 

(Lisa  Thomisee  Mayo  V4  PL) 

2 

Minister  of  Visitation 

Isaac  A.  Patton,  Jr.  RM 

16 

Memorial 

Paul  E.  Sabin 

3 

Reveille 

(Marcelle  F.  Crow  V*  PL) 

4 

St.  James 

Robert  A.  Bradford,  Jr.  ’4  OE 

2 

St.  Mark's 

Lysbeth  B.  Cockrell 

3 

St.  Paul 

(Jackie  Holmes,  Jr.  14) 

9 

St.  Paul's 

J.  Roddy  Taylor 

1 

Associate 

Susan  M.  Ferguson  PE 

2 

Mt.  Nebo-Washington  Chapel-Mt.  Sinai 

T.B.S. 

Mount  Zion-Beulah 

(Wanda  S.  Cosentino  FL) 

3 

Newellton 

T.B.S. 

Oak  Grove-Kilboume-Locust  Grove 

Byron  W.  Putnam 

5 

Quitman 

Jimmie  D.  Pyles  RM 

1 

Rayville 

Ruston: 

Ted  D.  Freeland 

3 

Grace 

A.  Wayne  Evans 

6 

Trinity 

Fred  B.Wideman 

13 

Associate 

Andy  R.  Hurst 

8 

Associate 

(W.  Brian  Mercer  FL) 

7 

Associate 

Joseph  Zhong  Guo  PE 

4 

Associate 

Connie  Breaux  34  FD 

S 

Minister  of  Music 

R.  Michael  Cloud  FD 

15 

Wesley  Chapel 

Dalton  R.  Shovan  RE 

4 

St.  Andrew's-Oak  Ridge 

Donald  L  Wilkinson 

S 

St.  Joseph 

Raymon  L  Owens,  Jr.  PE 

1 

St.  Peter-Lawson  Chapel 

(Sonia  D.  Gee  14  PL) 

4 

Sicily  Island-Gilbert 

(William  F.  Foster  FL) 

5 

Simsboro,  Antioch 

(Reginald  D.  Colvin  14  PL) 

6 

Tallulah 

West  Monroe: 

Jean  M.  Foreman 

3 

Asbury-Woodlawn 

(Newton  M.  Horne,  Jr.) 

1 

Claiborne- Wilhite 

T.B.S. 

Faith 

James  W.  Barrett,  Jr. 

1 

Associate 

Jimmy  L  Owens  PE 

3 

First 

Ricky  L  Willis 

3 

Associate 

(Marla  C  Munn  14  PL) 

1 

McGuire 

Michael  T.  Head 

11 

Winnsboro 

Henry  M.  Hamilton,  Jr. 

2 

Wisner 

(Frances  1.  Guy  14  PL) 

8 

NEW  ORLEANS  DISTRICT 

District  Superintendent 

W.  Ralph  Ford 

2 

Angie,  Wesley  Ray-Mary's  Chapel-Live  Oak 

Terrence  S.  August 

3 

Belle  Chasse 

Bogalusa: 

Peggy  B.  Foreman 

1 

Elizabeth  Sullivan  Memorial 

Alan  D.  Einsel 

5 

Director  of  Christian  Education 

Barbara  C.  Einsel  '4  FD 

5 

Thirkield-Harry's  Chapel 

(Louis  A.  Smith  Vi  PL) 

17 

Buras, Trinity 

(Gene  M.  Faurie  FL) 

12 

Bush 

Covington: 

Karl  D.  Wood  RM 

38 

First 

Van  A.  Stinson 

3 

Fitzgerald 

(Roy  J.  Price,  III  Vi  PL) 

4 

Destrehan,  St  Charles 

Franklinton: 

Juliet  A.  Spencer 

1 

Centenary-Fisher 

Steven  J.  Porter 

2 

Winan-Hayes  Chapel 

Bruce  L  Brown,  Sr.  PE 

3 

Golden  Meadow-Grand  Isle 

(Regina  B.  Hickman) 

7 

Gretna 

Timothy  M.  Smith 

1 

Hahnville,  St.  James 

Kenner 

T.BS. 

El  Mesias 

Samuel  Calvo  OE 

9 

Thomas 

Anice  N.  Moses  PE 

3 

Lacombe 

LaPlace: 

(William  V.Tumer  14  PL) 

2 

First 

Mark  A.  Bray 

4 

Ninde  Chapel 

T.BS. 

Luting 

T.B.S. 

Madisonville,  North  Cross 

Flint  E.  Shea 

9 

Mandeville: 

Newell 

(Nolan  M.  Robinson  14  PL) 

17 

St.Timothy-orv-the-North  Shore 

James  W.  Mitchell 

13 

Associate 

W.  Scott  Adams 

3 

Associate 

(Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr.  V4  PL) 

10 

Associate 

(Carol  R.  Richardson  FL) 

6 

Associate 

Andrew  D.  Durbin  PE 

4 

Pastor  Emeritus 

J.  Lawrence  Maddin  RM 

8 

Director  of  Adult  Education  &  Evangelism 

Metairie: 

Lylln  G.  Brinkman  DM 

3 

Munholland 

M.  Eugene  Finnell 

5 

Associate 

George  A.  Duerson  RM 

7 

Associate 

John  D.  Deschner 

1 

Director,  Christian  Education 

Janet  C.  Cavalier  FD 

8 

St.  Matthew's 

New  Orleans: 

Henry  R.  Stone 

1 

Algiers 

Ray  L.  Varnado  PE 

2 

Asbury-St.  Matthew 

Andrew  J.  Douglas  RM 

20 

Aurora 

Kenneth  R.  Bowman 

1 

Associate 

Simon  Chigumira  PE 

1 

Bethany 

Hadley  R.  Edwards 

11 

Associate 

Marva  L.  Mitchell  RL 

1 

Boynton 

Cross-town  Co-operative  Parish 

(Kermit  C.  Roberson  Vi  PL) 

1 

Team  Member 

Eunice  Chigumira  PE 

2 

Team  Member 

Elenora  M.  Cushenberry  34  PE 

1 

Louisiana  Conference 


Team  Member 

William  L  Jones,  Sr. 

17 

Team  Member 

Connie  M. Thomas  OE 

1 

Team  Member 

Deborah  B.  Williams  PE 

2 

Team  Member 

Rodney  D.  Wooten 

2 

Team  Member 

T.B.S. 

First-Grace 

Shawn  M.  Anglim 

1 

Associate 

LeKisha  L.M.  Reed  PE 

2 

First  Street  PW 

Brownyl  Lance  Eden  PE 

3 

Associate 

Bennie  R.  Kirk  PE 

1 

Korean 

Hyunsu  Lee  OE 

4 

Lake  Vista 

Norwood  N.  Hinqle,  III 

9 

New  Orleans  East  Co-operative  Parish 

James  F.  Haynes  RM 

8 

Team  Member 

Jeffery  D.  Conner 

2 

Team  Member 

Rebecca  D.  Conner 

2 

Team  Member 

Barbara  L  Murray  FD 

1 

Rayne  Memorial-Parker  Memorial 

Carol  S.Winn  Crawford 

5 

Associate 

William  E. Thiele,  Jr.  OF 

1 

Associate 

Maximilian  O.Zehner 

1 

St.  Luke's 

Irvin  J.  Boudreaux 

2 

Associate 

Monica  G.  Monk 

1 

St.  Mark's 

(Anita  C.  Dinwiddie  '4  PL) 

3 

West  New  Orleans  Co-operative  Parish 

Tracy  L.  Mackenzie 

2 

Team  Member 

Dale  E.  Branch 

11 

Team  Member 

Jon  M.  Lord 

2 

Team  Member 

Sharon  D.Zehner  PE 

4 

Pearl  River 

Benjamin  N.  McGehee 

1 

Slidell: 

Aldersgate 

Marie  P.  Williams 

3 

Co-Pastor 

John  N.  Williams 

3 

First 

Wybra  J.  Price,  II 

1 

Associate 

(Pattye  D.  Hewitt  FL) 

3 

Hartzell  Mt.Zion 

(Ernest  E.  Scott) 

6 

Sun 

T.B.S. 

Varnado 

(Lawrence  K.  Benson,  Jr.  Vi  PL) 

2 

Waldheim 

(Christopher  S.  Fryou  16  PL) 

3 

SHREVEPORT  DISTRICT 


District  Superintendent 

Douglas  L.  Cain 

3 

Arcadia-Mt.  Mariah 

Jayne  Trammell-Kelly 

3 

Associate 

Steven  R.  Kelly  '4 

3 

Arizona  -  Colquitt 

T.B.S. 

Athens 

(Charles  R.  Penuell  14  PL) 

12 

Benton 

T.  Lynn  Malone,  Jr. 

5 

Associate 

(Cheryl  L.  Nelson  16  PL) 

3 

Bethel 

(Ashley  J.  Cockburn  16  SP) 

1 

Bienville 

T.B.S. 

Bossier  City: 

Asbury 

Douglas  B.  de  Graffenried 

1 

Associate 

Kathryn  L.  McKay  PE 

1 

Barksdale 

Paul  C.  Carroll,  Sr.  RM 

12 

Fellowship 

David  R.  Melville,  Jr. 

2 

First 

David  B.  Dietzel 

3 

Associate 

John  Robert  Black  PE 

3 

Brushwood 

(John  Lavo  RA) 

3 

Castor 

(Stephanie  T.  Kidd  14  PL) 

1 

Cotton  Valley-Whitehall 

T.B.S. 

Coushatta-Wesley  Chapel 

Jonathan  S.  King 

1 

Cross  Roads-Hall  Summit 

(Carl  D.  Munyon  RL) 

7 

Doyline 

William  G.  Sewell  OF 

3 

Evergreen 

T.B.S. 

Gibsland-Oak  Grove 

Dorothy  J.  Smith 

3 

Gilliam-Hosston 

Emile  A.  Rousseau,  Jr.  OF 

7 

Greenwood-Bethany 

(Clinton  P.  Lovell,  Sr.) 

5 

Haughton: 

Haughton 

(Thomas  E.  Dungan  14  PL) 

6 

Love  Chapel 

Mollie  A.  McGee  PE 

1 

Haynesville-Shongaloo 

Richard  L.  Cockburn 

1 

Heflin 

(Carol  D.  Heard  16  PL) 

8 

Homer,  First  -  Homer,  Wesley  Chapel 

G.  Larry  Maxwell,  Sr. 

3 

Minister  of  Education 

Patricia  Teel  Bates  34  PD 

2 

Ida 

(Kendall  R.  Docter  14  PL) 

2 

Keithville: 

Fairview 

(Ricky  R.  Myles  14  PL) 

4 

Keithville 

M.Theresa  McConnell  34 

4 

Lisbon 

Terry  C.  Willis  RM 

3 

Logansport: 

Logansport-Longstreet 

S.  Kemper  Smith 

1 

Mt.  Zion-McDonald 

(Linda  B.  Gatlin  ’4  PL) 

2 

Mansfield: 

First-Grand  Cane 

Kenneth  D.  Norton 

3 

Wesley-Bonchest 

Beverly  Hubbard  Connelly 

2 

Minden: 

First 

John  A.  Cannon 

1 

Associate 

(Linda  K.  Shepard  RL) 

4 

Lakeview 

David  J.  Sheehan 

2 

Mooringsport-Oil  City 

(Michael  G.  Miller  FL) 

3 

Pilgrim  Rest 

(Samuel  L.  Bradley  14  PL) 

15 

Pine  Grove 

(Jerry  G.  Brannen  ’4  PL) 

2 

Plain  Dealing 

Plain  Dealing 

(Cheryl  L  Nelson  14  PL) 

1 

Walker's  Chapel 

T.BS. 

Pleasant  Hill-Pelican 

(Doris  R.  Sheppard  RL) 

8 

Pleasant  Valley 

T.B.S. 

Ringgold 

John  E.  Dilworth 

1 

Rosa 

Jerald  D.  Danzell  T.B.S. 

Shiloh-Keatchie 

(R.Dean  Register,  Jr.  14  PL) 

3 

Shreveport: 

Broadmoor 

Kenneth  W.  Irby 

3 

Associate 

Mark  R.  Martin 

3 

Associate 

Matthew  B.  Rawle  PE 

1 

Associate 

(Kathy  S.  Wafer  FL) 

6 

Associate 

Conrad  P.  Edwards  RM 

9 

Christ 

Willis  W.  Dear  RM 

1 

Associate 

Ellen  B.  Montegudo 

4 
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Ellerbe  Road 

(Judith  D.  Bazer) 

7 

Fairfield-Shady  Grove 

Joe  D.  Connelly 

2 

Faith-Pleasant  Valley-New  Light 

(Oscar  E.  Player) 

18 

First 

R.  Pat  Day 

15 

Associate 

Thomas  L.  Howe,  Jr. 

6 

Associate 

Jonathan  W.  Beck 

2 

Minister  of  Music 

(Will  K.  Andress  FL) 

36 

Scholar  in  Residence 

Donald  A.  Webb  RM 

15 

Minister  of  Sr.  Spiritual  Life  &  Women's  Ministry 

Regina  LWren  34  FD 

10 

Minister  of  Spiritual  Formation 

Pamela  G.  Crews  FD 

10 

Grace  Community 

Robert  A.  Weber 

16 

Associate 

Sione  H.Tu'uta 

6 

Associate 

Ellen  R.  Alston 

2 

Associate 

(Richard  P.  Varner  14  PL) 

5 

Associate 

(Stacy  E.  Hood  34  PL) 

4 

Lakeview 

W.  Mark  Strickland 

1 

Mangum 

Steven  W.  Caraway 

5 

Noel 

David  F.  Fortuna 

5 

Associate 

H.  Elizabeth  LoveTu'uta 

2 

Minister  of  Service  &  Outreach 

Rachel  L.  Scott  14  DM 

2 

North  Highlands 

Burton  F.  Blair 

1 

Northpoint 

Steven  W.  Fowler  PE 

1 

Round  Grove 

(Donny  R.  Nedd  14  PL) 

11 

St.  James 

Willie  L.  Henry  34 

15 

St.  Luke's 

Terry  A.  Love 

1 

St.  Paul 

Kenneth  M.  Fisher 

8 

Summer  Grove 

Robert  G.  Rowland 

3 

Sibley 

(Milton  K.Geltz  14  PL) 

3 

Springhill 

Walter  L  Parker,  Jr. 

1 

Vivian 

Kevin  D.  Smith  OF 

3 

Zwolle: 

Haskin  Chapel 

T.B.S. 

Zwolle-Bayou  Scie 

Richard  C.  Hooton 

4 

SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  WITHIN 
CONNECTIONAL  STRUCTURE 


Conference  Staff 

Director  of  Multicultural  Ministries  Alonzo  J.  Campbell  BR  1 

Provost,  Director  of  Connectional  Ministries 

Donald  CCottrill  BR  5 

Youth  Director  Thomas  E.  Dolph  BR  6 

Coordinator  of  Ordained  Ministry  John  Edd  Harper  FD  BR  5 

Director  of  Disaster  Preparedness  Freddie  C.  Henderson  BR  2 

Consultant  Judy  E.  Nelson  BR  1 

Director  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  Larry  D.  Norman  BR  10 

Sr.  Advisor/Consult.,  LA  UM  Foundation 

Kenneth  R.  Reed  RM  BR  10 

Executive  Director  of  Administrative  Services/ 

Treasurer/Secretary/Statistician  Carl  E.  Rhoads,  III  BR  10 

Church  Extension  &  Transformation  H.  E.  Stephens  BR  4 

Director  of  Christian  Education  Dawn  B.  Young  V4  PD  SH  1 

Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

Director  of  Academies  Carole  Cotton-Winn  NO  10 

Mentor  Emeritus  John  M.  Winn,  Jr.,  RM  NO  18 

Director  of  Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness 

W.  Craig  Gilliam  SH  5 


Faculty  and  Administrators  of  United  Methodist  Theological  Schools  and  Other 


Educational  Institutions 

Associate  Professor,  Curriculum  &  Instruction,  LSU 

Ann  M.Trousdale  PD  BR  3 

Assoc.  Prof.  Of  History  Of  Christianity  &  United  Methodist  Studies,  Phillips 
Theological  Seminary, Tulsa,  OK  Ellen  J.  Blue  NO  6 

Asst.  Prof.  Of  Theology,  St.  Joseph's  University,  Philadelphia,  PA 

Millicent  C.  Feske  NO  15 

Oxford  College,  Emory  University  Judith  A.Shema  NO  5 

President  &  Prof.  Of  Ethics  (4  Leadership,  lliff 

David  G.Trickett  NO  2 

Theological  Studies  Coordinator,  Christian  Leadership  Ctr,  Centenary  College 

Coney  L.  DeHart  PD  SH  1 

Chaplain/Dir.  Chr.  Leadership  Ctr.  (Betsy  B.  Eaves  FL)SH  5 

Perkins  School  of  Theology,  Assoc.  Dir.  of  Internship 

Barry  E.  HughesSH  2 

Professor,  Bossier  Parish  Comm.  College  Dawn  B.  Young  PDSH  3 

Campus  Ministers 

Wesley  Foundation,  Univ.  of  Louisiana  at  Lafayette 

Daniel  M.  Hixon  PE  AC  1 

Wesley  Foundation,  Northwestern  State  UnivJohn  M.  Higginbotham„Jr  AL  2 
Wesley  Foundation  Southern  Univ  (Willie  Laws)  BR  4 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  State  Univ. 

Donald  L  Meeks  BR  2 

Wesley  Foundation,  Southeastern  La  Univ 

(Emile  E.Tosso,  III  FL)BR  3 

Wesley  Foundation,  McNeese  State  Univ. 

Angela  C.  Bulhof  LC  5 

Wesley  Foundation,  Grambling  State  Univ. 

Connie  Breaux  34  FDMN  5 

Wesley  Foundation,  Louisiana  Tech  Univ. 

Scott  E.  Wright  MN  10 

Tulane  University  Maximilian  O.Zehner  NO  5 

APPOINTED  TO  OTHER  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES 

Texas  Douglas  M.  Baker  BR  1 

North  Carolina  (Effective  7/1  /07)  Jimmy  Lee  Owens  PE  MN  1 

Southwest  Texas  Germaine  Tropez  Mathis  14  PE  NO  2 

Oklahoma  Victor T.  McCullough  NO  3 

North  Texas  Inez  D.  Williams  FD  NO  2 


SPECIAL  APPOINTMENTS  TO  EXTENSION  MINISTRIES 

Armed  Forces  and  Veterans  Administration  Chaplaincy 

U.S.  Military  M.  Quinn  O'Bannon  BR  3 

U.S.  Air  Force  Reserves,  Deputy  Command  Chaplain 
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William  H.  Willis,  Sr.  BR  3 

Health  Care  Fields,  Community  Service  Organizations  and  Other  Related 
Ministries 

Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes,  Lafayette  Walton  C.  DunbarAC  9 

Director,  Abbeville  Recovery  Station  Kathy  C.  Fitzhugh  PEAC  2 

Chaplain, Tri-Cities  Hospice  &  Counseling  Center 
Kennewick,  WA  Jose  Garcia  AC  9 

Paradetia,  Inc.  Cathy  J.  Arends  FD  BR  4 

Speech-Lang.  Pathologist,  DynaVox  Technologies  Carol  A.  Civils  PDBR  1 

Exec.  Dir.,  Wesleyan  Sr.  Living  Foundation  Ronald  D.  Dauphin  BR  7 

Chaplain,  Good  Shepherd  Hospice,  Lakeland,  Florida 

Deborah  L.  Drash  BR  2 
Staff  Chaplain,  Our  Lady  of  the  Lake  Hosp.,  BR  Janet  D.  Hogstrom  FDBR  3 
La  Attorney  Disciplinary  Board  Bernadine  Johnson  FDBR9 

Chaplain,  Dixon  Correctional  Facility  James  W.  Jones  RMBR  7 

Director,  Recovery  Ministries  Amy  K.  Mercer  FDBR  2 

Staff  Chaplain,  Univ.  of  Alabama  Hosp.,  Birmingham 

Virginia  D.  MilletBR  13 

Capital  Area  Alliance  for  the  Homeless,  Exec.  Dir.  Randall  K.  Nichols  BR  4 

Chaplain/Bereavement  Coordinator,  Highland  Hospice  &  Palliative  Care 

Christine  A.  Roberts  FDBR3 
Exec.  Vice  President,  Victorious  Christian  Living  John  H.  Sewell  BR  15 

Transformation  Consultant  Richard  T.  Stiltner  RMBR  2 

Exec.  Director,  Recovery  Ministries  Darryl  A.Tate  BR  2 

Chaplain,  Memorial  Hospital,  Lake  Charles  David  R.  DeWittLC  1 5 

Chaplain,  Harris  County  Psych.  Center,  Houston, TX 

A.  Swindell  Hodges  LC  9 

Chaplain,  Houston  Hospice,  Houston  TX  Daniel  H.  Miller  LC  10 

Site  Manager,  Recovery  Ministries  Tony  W.  Moss  FL  LC  2 


Chap./Dir.  of  Christ.  Ed.,  Methodist  Child.  Home  Mickey  D.  Stringfield  MN 14 
C.P.E.,E.  Jefferson  General  Hospital,  Metairie  Alfred  C.BakewelUII  NO  3 


Organizational  Effectiveness  Spec.,  E.  Jeff. Hosp.  M. Janet  Davis  PD  NO  2 

McFarland  Institute,  Chaplain  W.  Jefferson  Hospital 

Barbara  S.  Duke  NO  2 

Hospitality  &  Volunteer  Coordinator  Curtiss  Eden  RM  NO  1 

Chaplain,  St.  Luke's  Episcopal  Hosp.,  Houston, TX  Cindy  M.Graber  NO  5 

Chaplain/Pastoral  Counselor, 

M.D.  Anderson  Hospital,  Houston, TX  Maria  J.  Kennedy  NO  9 

Belief-Focused  Care  &  Healing,  Springfield,  IL  Roy  B.  Nash  RM  NO  8 

Director,  Mission  Zone  Martha  M.  Orphe  NO  2 

Resource  Manager  William  G. Taylor  NO  2 

Wesley  Comm.  Center,  Atlanta,  GBGM  William  C.Taylor  NO  25 

Pool  of  Siloam,  Counseling  Beverly  Hubbarad 

Connelly  SH  2 


Neonatal  Nurse  Practitioner/Sutton  Children's  NICU,  Schumpert  Health  System, 
Shreveport  Hubert  F.  Debo  FD  SH  3 

Community  Outreach  Coordinator,  Cancer  Treatment  Center,  Christus 
Schumpert  Health  System,  Shreveport  Mary  M.  McDowell  PDSH1 

Conference,  from  page  1 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  delivered  the  address 
during  the  Ordination  service  in  the  River  Center  Theater, 
using  the  title  “Hands  Up  or  Hands  Out.”  Bishop  Dan  E. 
Solomon,  retired  Bishop  of  The  United  Methodist  Church, 
served  as  keynote  speaker  for  the  Memorial  Communion 
service,  held  at  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Rev.  Stephen  E.  Handy  Sr.,  pastor  of  Pickett 
Rucker  United  Methodist  Church  in  Lebanon,  Tenn.,  spoke 
for  the  the  Congregational  Reaffirmation  of  The  Baptismal 
Covenant  service  in  the  River  Center  Auditorium. 

Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson  served  as  guest  musician  for  the 
conference.  A  popular  preacher,  conductor  and  concert 
artist,  Wilson  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans  and  a  graduate  of 


Appointments  Beyond  the  Ministry  Usually  Extended  Through  the  Local 
Church 

Exec.  Dir.,  Community  Media,  Inc. 

Durham,  North  Carolina  Cathy  S.  Carlson  MN 

Special  Appointments  to  Other  Valid  Ministries 


Appointed  to  Attend  School 

ITC 

Elenora  M.CushenberryPENO 

4 

Cliff  College 

S.  Brian  Yeich  SH 

1 

Incapacity  Leave 

William  A.  Rowell,  Jr.  AC 

3 

Sidney  Earl  Irving  AL 

27 

Jerry  L.  Johnson  PE  BR 

3 

J.  Sidney  Montegudo  FD  BR 

8 

(Charles  R.Cosentino  FL)MN 

9 

Lance  E.  Brown  PM  NO 

11 

T.  Nichols  Evans,  Jr.  NO 

3 

Leave  of  Absence 

Debra  K.  Brazzel  AC 

10 

C.  David  Billings  NO 

1 

Gregor  A.  Dike  NO 

4 

Gregory  G.  Mann  NO 

4 

Karen  F.  Williams  NO 

6 

R.  Michael  Boyett  SH 

6 

Bryan  S  Dauphin  SH 

6 

Heide  L  Davis  SH 

2 

Walter  L.Parr,Jr.SH 

7 

Benjamin  Santana-Ruiz  PE  SH 

7 

Family  Leave 

JoBeth  Kee-Rees  PMNO 

2 

Deaconesses 

Carolina  Labrada  R  AL 

Outreach-Non-Traditional  Families 

Elsie  Cyrus  BR 

Community  Ministries,  Baton  Rouge  Hallique  L.  DawsonBR 

Juanita  L.  Ivie  R  NO 

Transferred  Out 

Mary  Beth  Foye  FD 

Oklahoma  June  1,2007 

Nathan  E.  Firman  PD 

Central  Texas  June  1 , 2007 

Carol  Diane  Sparks  PE 

North  Texas  June  1,2007 

Transferred  In 

Augustus  M.  Allen  FE 

Mississippi  June  1,2007 

Virginia  Phillips  Allen  PE 

Mississippi  June  1,2007 

Bennie  Ray  Kirk  PE 

Mississippi  June  1,2007 

Dillard  University. 

“Means  of  Grace:  Becoming  Grace-full  people”  was  the 
theme  for  this  year’s  event.  This  year’s  theme  was  the  third 
of  four  during  this  quadrennium  focusing  on  John  Wesley’s 
approach  to  the  concept  of  God’s  grace.  Next  year’s  event 
will  focus  on  the  concept  of  Sanctifying  Grace. 

Prevenient  Grace  and  Justifying  Grace  were  the  themes 
of  the  2005  and  2006  Annual  Conferences,  respectively. 

Adressing  the  theme  of  “Grace”  Dr.  Marjorie  Hewitt 
Suchocki  served  as  the  Bible  study  leader  on  Tuesday  and 
Wednesday  mornings.  Suchocki,  a  retired  professor  of 
Theology,  was  formerly  the  Academic  Dean  for  Wesley 
Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C.  and  the 
Claremont  School  of  Theology. 

Clergy  and  laity  attended  a  “Ministry  Fair”  on  Tuesday 


Cotten  receives  St  Paul  degree 


LaMarylis  Smith  Cotten  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Conference  received  her  Master  of  Divinity 
degree  from  Saint  Paul  School  of  Theology  during  the 
seminary's  forty-sixth  commencement  convocation  on 
Friday,  May  18. 

afternoon  featuring  presentations  on  nine  areas  of  ministry 
resourced  through  Conference  staff  and  the  Conference 
Ministry  Team. 

Appointments  for  2007-2008  were  fixed  on  Wednesday, 
including  the  new  Lake  Charles  District  Superintendent 
Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun  and  Conference  Director  of 
Multicultural  Ministries  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell. 

Other  highlights  included:  the  Passing  of  the  Mantle  on 
Tuesday  morning,  celebrating  the  ministries  of  the  retirees 
and  their  spouses;  commissioning  and  ordaining  for  min¬ 
istry;  a  report  on  conference  hurricane  response  and 
UMCOR;  an  overview  of  the  Mission  Zone  initiative, 
including  church  recommissionings  and  church  closures; 
an  awards  luncheon,  honoring  those  who  have  excelled  in 
leadership  on  behalf  of  the  ministry  of  Jesus  Christ. 


Clergy  spouses  gather  for  a  reunion  at  the  Wesley  Center 


The  2007  Clergy  Spouse  Reunion  Weekend,  sponsored 
by  the  Monroe  District  Clergy  Spouses,  was  held  recently 
at  The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth. 

Keynote  speaker  Kimberly  Reisman  emphasized  the 
roles  that  clergy  spouses  are  called  to  are  their  lives  as 


individual  Christians,  not  just  as  clergy  spouses. 

Highlights  of  the  weekend  included  an  early  morning 
walk  with  Kay  Hutchinson;  mounds  of  cookies  and  healthy 
treats;  a  mix  of  contemporary  worship  music  and  Wesleyan 
hymns;  a  late  evening  game  of  The  District  Feud  (fash¬ 


ioned  after  the  popular  TV  game  show,  Family  Feud);  soli¬ 
tude  and  reflection  while  relaxing  on  the  porch  of  the 
Wesley  Center;  and  reconnecting  in  fellowship  and  making 
new  friends. 
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United  Methodist  association  grants  EAGLE  accreditation 


(Vandalia  OH)  The  United  Methodist 
Association  of  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  (UMA),  a  national  network  of 
health  and  welfare-related  organizations 
announced  that  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  Ruston,  LA  has  success¬ 
fully  attained  EAGLE  Accreditation. 

The  Educational  Assessment  Guidelines 
Leading  toward  Excellence  (EAGLE) 
accreditation  is  a  quality  enhancement  pro¬ 
gram  offered  to  faith-based  organizations 
providing  care  to  older  adults,  children, 
youth  and  families,  community  services 
ministries  and  hospitals  and  health  systems. 
EAGLE  accredited  facilities  are  reviewed 
stringently  based  on  business  practices, 
social  principles  as  well  as  their  Christian 
mission. 

Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
was  recognized  for  their  accomplishment 
on  Friday,  March  9,  2007  at  UMA’s  67th 
Anniversary  &  National  Convention,  in 
Boston,  MA. 

UMA  is  a  national,  non-profit  network 
of  approximately  400  health  and  human 
service  organizations.  UMA  provides  its 
members  with  education,  accreditation, 
networking,  communication  and  business 
services  while  keeping  with  the  rich,  his¬ 


torical,  Wesleyan  traditions  and  practices  of 
the  United  Methodist  denomination. 

The  Educational  Assessment  Guidelines 
Leading  toward  Excellence  (EAGLE) 
Accreditation  Commission  of  the  United 
Methodist  Association  of  Health  and 
Welfare  Ministries  (UMA),  announced  that 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children*  Home 
received  the  award  for  Best  Practice  at  the 
annual  EAGLE  Gala  held  in  Boston,  MA, 
March  9,  2007. 

The  EAGLE  Best  Practice  Award  hon¬ 
ors  organizations  that  exhibit  exceptional 
levels  of  achievement  beyond  standard 
practices. 

A  commemorative  plaque  was  presented 
to  Mr.  Terrel  J.  DeVille,  President/CEO  of 
Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s  Home  for 
“the  loving  way  in  which  they  lived  out 
their  mission  of  ‘following  the  example  of 
Jesus  Christ  who  ministers  to  all’  by  serv¬ 
ing  and  caring  for  those  who  were  dis¬ 
placed  and  in  need  of  shelter,  compassion 
and  hope  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Katrina.” 

EAGLE  Accreditation  is  a  quality 
enhancement  program  offered  to  faith- 
based  organizations. 


Mr.Terrel  J.  DeVille,  President/CEO  of  Louisiana  Methodist  Children's  Home  accepts  a 
commemorative  trophy/plaque  during  the  EAGLE  gala  held  in  Boston  on  March  9, 2007. 
The  award  was  presented  to  the  Children's  Home  to  recognize  their  efforts  during  the 
aftermath  of  the  2005  storms. 


Local  Pastors  and 
licensed  to  preach 
recognized 

The  Recognition  of  Local  Pastors  and 
those  completing  License  to  Preach  School 
was  held  June  4  in  the  Rivercenter 
Exhibition  Hall  West  in  Baton  Rouge  dur¬ 
ing  Annual  Conference. 

Eight  people  were  recognized  for  com¬ 
pleting  License  to  Preach  School.  Those 
with  an  asterisk  by  their  name  also 
received  their  first  appointment  to  serve  as 
a  local  pastor. 

They  were  Joseph  Dong-Seok, 
Lawrence  Peter  Gaines*,  Isaac  Leon 
Hammond,  Jr.,  Willis  Laws*,  Marla  Coon 
Munn*,  Kaseem  Nabajia  Short,  Charles 
Edward  Washington  and  John  Henry 
Whaley*. 

Tim  Alvin  Gilmore  completed  studies 
for  the  license  as  a  local  pastor,  was 
approved,  and  received  his  first  appoint¬ 
ment. 

Those  recognized  as  local  pastors  hav¬ 
ing  completed  the  Course  of  Study  School 
were  Barbara  Jewel  Beaumont,  Darrel 
Wayne  Briggs  Sr.,  Robert  H.  Chance,  Jr., 

Jo  Ann  Cooper,  Ross  Conrad  Ford,  Jr., 
Terry  Alan  Lindsey,  William  Kevin 
McDonald,  Truman  Prescott  Stagg  and 
Betty  Lee  Swanson. 


•  •-*  -- 


Kind  of  Legacy  Will  You  Leave 

Learn  About  Creative  Giving  with  our  Free  Video* 


Find  out  how  easy  it  is  to  leave  a 
legacy  for  the  future  of  your  family 
and  your  church  while  creating  additional 
income  for  yourself  at  the  same  time! 

Our  free,  1 1  minute  Creative  Giving 
Video,  starring  real  United  Methodist 
Church  members  in  the  Louisiana 


Conference  is  available  to  Sunday 
School  classes,  church  endowment 
committees,  or  individuals  interested  in 
learning  how  to  make  a  difference  in 
their  life  now,  and  for  the  future  of  their 
family  and  their  United  Methodist 
Church. 


View  the  video  from  our  website  or  call  to  request  a  free  copy. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


8337  Jefferson  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70809 
225.346.1535  or  800.256.9317 

www.umf.org 
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Over  $156,000  collected  during  special  offerings 


Over  $156,000  was  raised  through  spe¬ 
cial  offerings  taken  during  worship  services 
at  the  2007  La.  Annual  Conference,  held  at 
the  Baton  Rouge  River  Center  June  3-6. 

Funds  in  the  amount  of  $127,500  were 
collected  for  The  United  Methodist  Global 
Aids  Initiative  during  the  Ordination  and 
Commissioning  Service  held  Monday 


evening  in  the  River  Center  Theatre. 

Over  $24,600  was  contributed  to  the 
“Nothing  But  Nets”  initiative,  a  partnership 
between  The  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  NBA  aimed  at  ending  malaria.  The  col¬ 
lection  was  taken  during  the  Sunday 
Memorial  /Communion  Service  at  First 
UMC  in  Baton  Rouge. 


A  third  offering  for  the  Kansas  Area 
Disaster  Fund  generated  $4,200  to  assist 
areas  of  Kansas  recently  affected  by 
destructive  tornadoes.  The  monies  were 
collected  during  Tuesday  night’s  Baptismal 
Reaffirmation  Service,  held  at  the  River 
Center  Auditorium. 


2007  Annual  Conference 


Rev.  Lyndle  Bullard,  above,  assists  worshippers  in 
remembering  their  baptism  during  a  Baptismal  reaffir¬ 
mation  service  on  Tuesday  night  of  annual  conference. 
Rev.  Stephen  Handy  served  as  guest  speaker  for  the 
service,  which  featured  a  conference  gospel  choir. The 
conference  was  held  June  3-6  at  the  Baton  Rouge  River 
Center.  Top  right, Taryn  Cornejo,  Chris  Deano  and 
Cameron  Johnson  participate  with  Fred  Loy  in  a  skit 
during  the  Laity  Session,  held  Monday  morning.  Joe 
Kelley,  conference  president  of  United  Methodist  Men 
addresses  the  members  while  Jane  Blackwell  looks  on. 
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Record  giving,  storm  recovery  successes  celebrated 


Successes  in  church  giving  and  in  the 
rebuilding  of  churches  and  homes  in 
storm  ravaged  areas  of  the  state  were  top 
news  at  the  2007  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  held  at  the  Baton  Rouge 
River  Center  June  3-6. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  report¬ 
ed  that  one  of  the  capstones  of  celebra¬ 
tion  for  the  year  was  the  2006  apportion¬ 
ment  payout  of  98.47  percent.  Six  of 
seven  districts  paid  1 00%,  and  New 
Orleans  District  paid  at  94+%. 


The  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry,  in  conjunction  with 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief,  continues  to  help  rebuild 
Louisiana  in  the  wake  of  Hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita.  Over  1 .7  million  vol¬ 
unteer  hours  have  been  performed  by 
more  than  32,000  volunteers  that  have 
hailed  from  every  state  in  the  Union  and 
22  foreign  countries.  More  than  1 6,870 
clients  have  been  served  through  the  min¬ 
istry,  which  has  through  the  effort  of  ded¬ 


icated  work  teams  gutted  more  than 
3,000  flooded  homes,  accomplished 
minor  and  major  repairs  on  thousands  of 
homes,  and  rebuilt  465  destroyed  homes. 

Churches  destroyed  in  2005  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  continue  to 
reopen.  On  Palm  Sunday  of  this  year, 
close  to  300  were  in  attendance  for  the 
reopening  of  Cornerstone  UMC  in  New 
Orleans  East.  In  the  immediate  future. 
Peoples  and  Mount  Zion  UMCs  in  New 
See  Conference,  page  3 
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Hartzell  UMC  reopens  in  New  Orleans  Ninth  Ward 


Hartzell  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Lower  9th  Ward  of  New  Orleans  cele¬ 
brated  worship  for  the  first  time  since  Hurricane  Katrina  in  its  own  sanctuary 
Sunday,  June  1 0.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director,  pictured  left, 
preached.  Dr.  Ralph  Ford,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent,  center,  re-con¬ 
secrated  the  space  for  worship.  Pastoral  team  member  Rev.  James  F.  Haynes  is 
shown  right.  Other  pastoral  team  members  are  Revs.  Jeff  and  Becky  Conner. 


Missioners  now  tranformation  consultants 


Petitions  addressed  at  Annual  Conference 


Six  petitions  were  reviewed  and  voted 
upon  during  the  2007  La.  Annual 
Conference,  held  at  the  Baton  Rouge  River 
Center  June  3-6. 

Petition  #2  put  forth  that  the  2008 
Annual  Conference  should  be  held  in 
Orleans  Parish  and  in  New  Orleans.  Rev. 
Sheri  Zehner,  speaking  for  the  Agenda 
Committee,  asked  to  substitute  the  follow¬ 
ing  motion  instead  of  the  petition:  “A  com¬ 
mittee  will  be  formed  to  research  the  feasi¬ 
bility/cost  of  Annual  Conference  in  Orleans 
Parish  for  2009  Conference.  The  study 
findings  will  be  reported  to  the  2008 
Conference.”  Dr.  Tim  Smith  withdrew  his 
petition  in  favor  of  the  new  resolution. 

Rev.  Lamar  Oliver,  Pharr  Chapel,  asked 


that  Southwest  Louisiana  also  be  consid¬ 
ered.  The  resolution  carried. 

Petition  #6  asked  that  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  its  churches  and  institu¬ 
tions  pledge  not  to  buy,  sell,  or  use  cypress 
mulch  and  its  derivatives.  The  petition  car¬ 
ried. 

A  petition  regarding  minimum  require¬ 
ments  in  the  job  description  for  next 
Executive  Secretary  of  Administrative 
Services  was  defeated,  as  was  a  petition  on 
use  of  assets  of  the  old  Board  of 
Temperance.  A  petition  dealing  with  quali¬ 
fications  for  church  membership  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  also  defeat¬ 
ed.  A  petition  on  lowering  the  age  of  cler¬ 
gy  retirement  was  deferred. 


Peck  United  Methodist  Church  and  Wesley  UMC  voted  to  merge  with  First  Street  UMC  at 
a  special  charge  confernce  on  April  22.  Peck  and  Wesley,  deeply  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina,  have  been  worshipping  together  at  First  Street  since  the  storm  in  2005. 


BY  REV.  STEVE  STEPHENS, 

DIRECTOR  OF  CHURCH 
TRANSFORMATION 

The  Louisiana 
Conference  is  now  uti¬ 
lizing  Transformation 
Consultants  to  guide 
congregations  through 
the  churchanew  trans¬ 
formation  process. 

Annual  Conference  of 
2006  approved  the 
transition  from  the  Rev.  Steve  Stephens 

position  of  District 

Missioner  to  the  position  of  Conference 
Transformation  Consultant. 

While  a  District  Missioner  wore  two 
hats  -  working  with  the  District 
Superintendent  to  respond  to  the  needs  of 
individual  churches  and  working  with  the 
Office  of  Church  Extension  and 
Transformation  to  guide  churches  through 
churchanew  transformation  process  -  a 
Conference  Transformation  Consultant 


works  exclusively  through  the  Office  of 
Church  Extension  and  Transformation  in 
the  churchanew  process.  While  we  former¬ 
ly  employed  one  Missioner  for  each  dis¬ 
trict,  we  now  have  four  Conference 
Transformation  Consultants.  The  consult¬ 
ants  include  Laura  Brown,  West  Louisiana; 
Eloise  Cox,  Central  Louisiana;  Richard 
Stiltner,  South  Louisiana;  and  Renee 
Evans,  North  Louisiana. 

Transformation  Consultants  work  close¬ 
ly  with  congregations  throughout  the  chur¬ 
chanew  transformation  process.  They  pro¬ 
vide  the  congregation  with  theological, 
spiritual,  and  technical  support.  They  are 
instructors  and  guides,  preparing  and 
equipping  pastors  and  lay  leaders  to  move 
joyfully  and  efficiently  through  a  spiritual¬ 
ly  enriching  journey  of  transformation. 

If  you  are  tired  of  just  going  to  church 
and  really  want  to  be  the  church,  contact  a 
Conference  Transformation  Consultant  and 
find  out  more  about  churchanew.  Call  225- 
346-1646  for  information. 


Historic  New  Orleans  churches  merge 


Three  local  churches  in  New  Orleans 
voted  to  merge  at  a  special  charge  confer¬ 
ence  on  April  22. 

Peck  United  Methodist  Church  and 
Wesley  UMC  voted  to  merge  with  First 
Street  UMC  after  several  months  of  meet¬ 
ings  and  discussions.  Peck  and  Wesley, 
deeply  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  have 
been  worshipping  together  at  First  Street 
since  the  storm  in  2005. 

Present  at  the  historic  charge  conference 
were  Rev.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  mission  zone 
director;  Rev.  Ralph  Ford,  New  Orleans 
district  superintendent;  Rev.  Lance  Eden, 
pastor  of  First  Street  UMC;  and 
Cooperative  Parish  3  Team  Leaders  Revs. 
Simon  Chigumira,  Eunice  Chigumira  and 
Mollie  McGee. 

Rev.  Orphe  noted  that  all  three  of  the 
merging  churches  have  served  the  Central 
City  of  New  Orleans  with  “outstanding 
ministries”  for  both  adults  and  children. 
Along  with  Rev.  McGee,  she  developed  a 


resolution  for  church  merger  that  was 
drawn  up  by  designated  members  of  all 
three  churches.  They  include  Tommie 
Alexander  and  Dian  Lawless  from  First 
Street;  Clarence  Crockett  and  Cheryl 
Gorden  from  Peck;  and  Djuana  Cole  and 
Leola  Newton  from  Wesley. 

The  churches  merge  under  a  new  name: 
First  Street  PW  United  Methodist  Church. 

“Hurricane  Katrina’s  devastation  and 
the  breaking  of  the  levees  caused  much 
sadness  and  despair  in  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  and  the  United  Methodist  commu¬ 
nity.  But  out  of  this  sadness,  three  congre¬ 
gations  have  come  together  in  love  and 
Christian  fellowship  to  form  a  new  church 
out  of  the  ruins,”  said  Rev.  Eden. 

The  merger  of  the  three  churches  allows 
for  expanded  ministries,  joining  the  three 
churches  in  an  effort  to  more  effectively 
fulfill  the  mission  of  spreading  the  Gospel 
of  Jesus  Christ  in  New  Orleans. 
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Caution:  VBS  ahead  -  it  will  change  your  life 


BY  DEACON  DAWN 

My  summers  were  spent  in  Vacation 
Bible  School.  That’s  no  exaggeration.  My 
home  church,  a  large  Southern  Baptist  con¬ 
gregation,  held  its  VBS  the  first  week  that 
school  was  out.  It  was  a  great  celebration 
with  about  100  -  150  children  in  atten¬ 
dance.  After  that  VBS  concluded,  my 
mother  then  sent  us  to  every  VBS  in  a  ten 
block  radius  of  the  house.  I  attended 
Assembly  of  God,  Church  of  Christ, 
Methodist  (and  United  Methodist)  and 
other  Southern  Baptist  churches.  Easily,  I 
attended  six  to  eight  VBS’  each  summer. 
We  even  had  a  family  friend  that  would 
host  a  home  based  Vacation  Bible  school 
on  a  week  when  no  one  else  held  one.  She 
put  up  a  tent  in  her  yard,  she  would  invite  a 
missionary  couple  that  she  knew  and  about 
30  neighborhood  children  did  all  the  typi¬ 
cal  VBS  stuff  in  her  front  yard.  Obviously 
VBS  had  a  profound  impact  on  my  life. 

I  can  remember  being  in  the  sanctuary 
with  1 00  other  children  pledging  allegiance 
to  the  American  and  Christian  flags,  as 
well  as  the  Bible.  I  can  remember  Mrs. 
Watts  and  some  of  the  fun  craft  stuff  we 
did.  I  remember  stumping  Mrs.  Pearson 
during  Bible  quiz,  because  she  didn’t  know 
who  cursed  the  fig  tree  (apparently  she 


needed  to  spend  more  time  at  Bible 
school).  Mr.  Webb,  who  took  a  week  off 
work,  led  us  in  relay  games  in  the  play¬ 
ground.  I  remember  our  pastor,  Bro.  Furr, 
who  seemed  very  formidable  to  a  kid,  sit¬ 
ting  on  the  steps  talking  with  us  kids.  I 
don’t  really  recall  any  of  the  stories  we 
were  told,  or  songs  that  we  were  taught, 
but  I  do  remember  there  were  lots  and  lots 
of  people  that  spent  time  with  us. 

WOW!  After  attending  between  60  and 
80  Vacation  Bible  schools,  my  most  signif¬ 
icant  memories  are  of  the  people  who 
made  room,  cleared  off  their  schedule  and 
took  time  to  be  with  us.  That  needs  to  be  a 
valuable  lesson  to  those  involved  in  VBS. 
Perhaps  one  of  the  most  significant  things 
we  do  as  a  church  is  the  summer  adventure 
of  VBS.  There  are  many  reasons  not  to 
host  a  VBS.  It  will  be  time  consuming.  It 
will  be  labor  intensive.  It  will  be  exhaust¬ 
ing.  And  it  will,  in  all  probability,  change 
your  life.  If  you  do  it  right,  it  will  change 
the  life  of  the  children  who  attend. 

And  here  is  the  difficult  part  -  how  do 
you  get  involved  in  VBS  -  you  ask  if  they 
need  help.  That’s  it.  Volunteer  to  partici¬ 
pate  in  something  so  very  special.  Change 
your  life. 


Singles  Gathering  Set  in  Alexandria 


“Ahhh,  the  Single  Life,”  a  spiritual 
gathering  for  singles,  will  be  held  July  28 
from  9:30  a.m.-3:3Q  p.m.  at  Newman 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Alexandria. 

Keynote  speaker  will  be  Charles  Gaby, 
a  licensed  professional  counselor  and 
director  of  The  Center  for  Creative  Trans¬ 
formation  at  First  UMC  of  Fort  Worth. 


The  gathering  is  sponsored  by  the 
Singles  Task  Force  of  the  La.  Conference. 
Cost  of  the  event  is  $  1 5  and  the  deadline  is 
July  10.  Registration  after  July  1  is  $20. 

For  further  information  contact  Rhonda 
Whitley  at  the  conference  office  at  (225) 
346-1646. 


Woodland  receives  'Peace  with  Justice  Award' 


Rev.  Phil  Woodland  was  presented  the  Wade  Mackie  Peacemaking  Award  on  June  2  by 
the  Bienville  House  Center  for  Peace  and  Justice.  Woodland  was  given  the  honor  based 
on  his  "work  for  the  common  good."  Dr.  Paul  Burns,  Rev.  Randy  Nicholls,  Woodland  and 
Joyce  Robinson  are  shown,  above,  at  the  event. 
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Orleans  will  reopen  for  worship,  as  well  as 
the  Grand  Chenier  and  Wakefield  churches 
in  Southwest  Louisiana. 

To  date,  the  La.  Annual  Conference  has 
decommissioned  five  churches  in  New 
Orleans.  They  are  Trinity  of  Gentilly, 
Napoleon  Avenue,  Felicity,  John  Wesley 
and  St.  Philip  UMCs.  “Though  laying  these 
great  servants  of  Christ  to  rest  was  a 
painful  and  sad  process,  they  at  the  same 
time  are  making  possible  some  new  emerg¬ 


ing  ministries,”  said  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson.  Mergers  have  taken  place  with 
the  LaHarpe  and  Thompson  congregations 
and  with  First  Street,  Peck  and  Wesley 
UMCs.  When  all  of  these  mergers  for  new 
life  are  completed,  the  conference  will 
decide  which  properties  will  be  sold  and 
which  properties  will  be  enlarged  and 
enhanced  for  the  “new  bodies  of  Christ  that 
are  forming.” 


August  1 7-1 9  In  Abbeville  August  24-26  in  Lake  Charles 
September  7-9  in  New  Orleans 
Register  at  www.laumcstormrecovery.com 


Scouting  hurricane  relief  fund  established 


“Katrina  Scouting  Relief  Fund”  is  now 
set  up  for  Scouts  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference.  A  Coleman  camping  supply 
company  at  www.scoutmansupply.com 
will  contribute  10%  of  any  Scouting  pur¬ 
chases  to  the  “Louisiana  Katrina  Scouting 
Relief  Fund.”  When  coordinators  or  lead¬ 
ers  are  ready  to  purchase  Scouting  sup¬ 
plies,  buyers  need  to  list  their  troop  or  crew 


number.  For  example,  if  you  are  Troop 
1 00,  enter  UMC  1 00  in  the  field  at  website 
www.scoutmansupply.com  and  Katrina 
UMC  Scouting  Relief  Fund  will  receive 
10%  credit  for  your  purchase. 

This  fund  will  help  provide  resources  to 
re-build  Scout  units/churches  in  areas  still 
recovering  from  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita  devastation. 


First  UMC-  Slidell  seeks  praise  band  leader 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Slidell  is  seeking  a  part-time  praise  band  leader. 
Responsibilities  include  weekly  practice  with  band  members;  leading  Sunday  9:45 
a.m.  ALIVE!  contemporary  worship  service;  coordinating  volunteers  to  direct  chil¬ 
dren’s  choir(s);  oversight  of  Technical  Ministry  (use  Media  Shout);  and  other  duties 
related  to  the  contemporary  music  and  audio/visual/technical  areas.  Weekly  atten¬ 
dance  is  approximately  350  with  a  membership  of  1,000. 

We  are  in  the  process  of  rebuilding  /  remodeling  our  church  campus  and  ministries 
due  to  Hurricane  Katrina.  Updated  sound  system  and  equipment  (including 
retractable  video  screens)  will  be  added  to  the  refurbished  sanctuary. 

Salary  negotiated  upon  interview.  Please  send  resume’  to:  First  UMC,  Attn:  Revs. 
Wybra  Price  &  Rev.  Pattye  Hewitt,  433  Erlanger  St.,  Slidell,  LA  70458.  To  schedule 
an  interview  or  for  more  information  please  contact  us  at:  wprice@firstumcslidell.org 
or  phewitt@firstumcslidell.org  or  call  (985)  643-6437. 
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"Threatened  with  Resurrection":  the  2007  Episcopal  address  to  Annual  Conference 


BY  BISHOP  WILLIAM  W.  HUTCHINSON 

I  am  not  familiar 
with  Heidi  Neumark.  1 
only  know  of  her 
through  the  writings  of 
Greg  Jones  and  Kevin 
Armstrong  in  their  pro¬ 
found  book, 

Resurrecting 
Excellence.  Heidi 
Neumark  is  the  pastor 
of  Transfiguration 
Lutheran  Church  in  the 
South  Bronx. 

Transfiguration  is  an  African  American  and 
Hispanic  congregation  located  in  a  desper¬ 
ately  poor  neighborhood  in  the  area  where 
New  York  City  dumps  its  trash.  The  peo¬ 
ple  of  the  church  live  among  the  most  diffi¬ 
cult  of  circumstances  and  in  the  midst  of 
tremendous  suffering. 

Pastor  Neumark  tells  the  story  of  a  little 
boy  named  Nelson  and  his  siblings  and 
their  introduction  to  Transfiguration 
church.  “During  one  of  our  Lenten  healing 
services,  a  little  boy  named  Nelson  asked 
how  Jesus  knew  he  was  God  and  how 
Jesus  could  be  God.  Our  intern  Anita 
asked  him  if  he  was  a  child  of  God,  and 
immediately,  without  missing  a  beat. 
Nelson  replied,  ‘Of  course  I’m  a  child  of 
God!’  But  in  truth,  there  was  no  ‘of 
course’  about  it.” 


Buzzy  Anding,  conference  lay  leader, 
addresses  annual  conference  held  in  the 
Baton  Rouge  River  Center  June  3-6 


Nelson  and  his  family  had  arrived  at  the 
church  when  he  was  two,  along  with  twen¬ 
ty  other  siblings  and  cousins,  all  bom  to 
either  his  mother  or  his  aunt.  His  mother 
was  addicted  to  drugs  but  supposedly  man¬ 
aging  better  than  her  sister,  and  was  caring 
for  her  own  twelve  and  some  of  the  cousins 
and  his  grandmother  was  caring  for  the 
rest.  They  all  lived  in  neighborhood  shel¬ 
ters. 

Listen  to  Pastor  Neumark’s  comments 
about  this  extended  family: 

“Then  all  twenty-one  began  coming  to 
church  . . .  They  came  in  and  ran  wild. 

They  had  never  been  to  church  before  and 
had  no  reference  points  for  any  expected 
behavior.  Teaching  them  was  fun  -  -  but 
difficult.  There  were  a  number  of  Sundays 
when  I,  who  happen  to  have  a  high  toler¬ 
ance  for  disorder.  . .,  guiltily  wished  they 
would  not  come  in  so  I  could  have  some 
respite  from  the  disruption  they  created. 
Some  members  had  that  sentiment  more 
frequently  . .  .Nevertheless,  I  was  really 
happy  to  see  the  children  learning  stories 
about  Jesus  and  singing  the  songs.  We 
made  prayer  books  together.  They  did 
everything  with  gusto  -  -  whether  singing 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


God’s  praises  or  misbehaving. 

After  about  six  months,  they  were  bap¬ 
tized.  The  waters  broke  and  old  Sarah 
gave  birth  to  all  twenty-one.  For  the  cre¬ 
ation  waits  with  eager  longing  for  the 
revealing  of  the  children  of  God.  I  like  the 
J.  B.  Phillips  translation:  The  whole  cre¬ 
ation  is  on  tiptoe  to  see  the  wonderful  sight 
of  the  children  of  God  coming  into  their 
own.  The  church  was  on  tiptoe  to  see  this 
prodigious  birth  drama,  as  each  fine  child 
left  the  womb  of  the  font  dripping  wet, 
foreheads  brightly  anointed  with  the  seal  of 
their  glorious  inheritance.  ‘Of  course.  I’m 
a  child  of  God!’  said  Nelson  and  St.  Paul 
adds.  .  .if  children,  then  heirs,  heirs  of  God 
and  co-heirs  with  Christ.  (Romans  8:  17) 

Pastor  Neumark  and  her  congregation 
were  able  to  see  these  otherwise  dysfunc¬ 


Hurricane  Recovery 

With  every  visit  to  the  New  Orleans 
area  I  feel  encouraged  that  we  are  “threat¬ 
ened  with  resurrection.”  With  every  visit 
to  the  Rita  stricken  areas,  I  see,  hear  and 
experience  the  threat  of  resurrection.  We 
are  coming  forth  from  the  watery  graves 
we  were  placed  in  by  these  storms  and  new 
life  is  springing  up  all  around. 

Let  me  bring  you  up  to  date  on  the 
Mission  Zone  and  our  efforts  at  hurricane 
recovery.  What  1  share  is  only  one  part  of 
a  massive  effort  at  recovery.  You  will  hear 
more  about  this  in  other  reports  later  in  the 
Conference.  But  what  1  share  has  to  do 
with  the  churches  and  how  we  are  moving 
forward  on  that  front. 

People  are  continually  asking  me,  “How 
many  churches  have  you  lost  in  New 


United  Methodists  attend  Memorial  Service  at  First  UMC  on  Sunday  of  2007  conference. 


tional  children  as  children  of  great  promise, 
dripping  wet  from  the  waters  of  baptism. 
They  were  able  to  see  that  there  is  beauty 
in  ministry  and  beauty  in  the  congregation¬ 
al  life  of  the  body  of  Christ  even  in  the 
light  of  suffering  and  hardship.  This  is  a 
congregation  that  has  been  transfigured  by 
love,  shaping  the  ways  in  which  Neumark 
sees  her  own  life  as  well  as  those  to  whom 
she  is  deeply  connected.  “I  think  the  most 
powerful  thing  that  has  happened  to  me 
here  is  that ...  I  have  been  irrevocably 
‘threatened  by  resurrection.’” 

That  phrase  ‘threatened  by  resurrection’ 
is  actually  “threatened  with  resurrection” 
and  comes  from  the  Guatemalan  poet  Julia 
Esquivel,  writing  beautifully  out  of  her 
own  people’s  struggles.  It  is  a  long  poem 
that  ends  with  an  invitation  that  I  issue  to 
us  today: 

“Join  us  in  this  vigil 

And  you  will  know  what  it  is  to  dream! 

Then  you  will  know  how  marvelous  it  is 

To  five  threatened  with  Resurrection! 

How  marvelous  it  is.  How  good  that  we 
are  here.  How  marvelous  indeed.” 

Julia  Esquivel 

(Jones,  L.  Gregory  and  Armstrong, 
Kevin  R.,  Resurrecting  Excellence, 
Eerdmans,  pp.  10  -  13) 

These  words  captured  my  spirit  and 
bear  witness  to  ministry  in  the  midst  of 
great  suffering  and  in  the  midst  of  difficult 
times.  It  is  a  ministry  that  shines  forth  with 
the  beauty  of  God’s  grace  as  seen  in  the 
life,  death,  and  resurrection  of  Christ. 

I  believe  we  are  living  in  Louisiana  as 
“threatened  with  resurrection,”  and  for  that 
I  am  grateful  and  because  of  that  I  am 
hopeful.  We’re  like  the  butterfly  emerging 
from  a  dull,  confining  cocoon,  which  has  to 
be  a  painful  process.  But  look  at  the  beau¬ 
ty  of  its  being  when  it  finally  emerges! 


Orleans?”  My  simplest  answer  is  this.  “To 
date  we  have  decommissioned  five.  Others 
are  still  in  a  struggling  position,  but  we 
have  only  decommissioned  five.”  I  think 
that  is  an  amazingly  few  given  what  could 
have  happened,  and  yet  still  could  happen. 
Those  decommissioned  in  Conference  year 
2006-2007  are  -  Trinity  of  Gentilly, 
Napoleon  Avenue,  Felicity,  John  Wesley, 
and  St.  Philip.  Though  laying  these  great 
servants  of  Christ  to  rest  was  a  painful  and 
sad  process,  they  at  the  same  time  are  mak¬ 
ing  possible  some  new  emerging  ministries. 

There  are  more  property  dispositions  to 
come  I  know.  But  again,  these  will  lead  to 


we  will  have  to  decide  which  properties  we 
need  to  sell  and  which  properties  we  will 
enlarge  and  enhance  for  the  new  bodies  of 
Christ  that  are  forming. 

Resurrection  not  only  has  threatened  but 
has  become  a  reality  as  we  have  experi¬ 
enced  the  reopening  of  some  of  our  totally 
destroyed  churches.  On  Palm  Sunday  of 
this  year  we  had  a  glorious  celebration  as 
we  reopened  Cornerstone  in  New  Orleans 
East,  with  some  300  in  attendance  and  a 
spirit  that  was  electric!  In  just  a  week  we 
will  be  reopening  Hartzell.  In  the  very 
near  future  we  will  reopen  Peoples!  And 
Mount  Zion  is  returning  to  their  church 
home  right  away  and  will  be  worshiping  in 
their  renovated  and  rescued  fellowship  hall. 

Over  in  Cameron  parish  we  will  be  cel¬ 
ebrating  the  reopening  of  both  the  Grand 
Chenier  and  Wakefield  churches  in  the 
coming  months.  God  is  definitely  good! 

We  have  an  exciting  new  plan  in  New 
Orleans  for  four  transitional  congregations 
we  are  referring  to  as  “Anchor”  churches. 
These  are  the  new  First  Street  PW  (stand¬ 
ing  for  Peck  and  Wesley)  United  Methodist 
Church,  St.  Luke  United  Methodist, 
Bethany  United  Methodist,  and  the  area 
occupied  by  First  United  Methodist  and 
Grace  United  Methodist  who  are  in  that 
“courting”  period  I  referred  to  earlier. 

These  churches  are  located  at  strategic 
points  and  have  agreed  to  be  “more  than 
they  were”  and  are  working  with  us  to 
make  a  dramatic  impact  on  the  city.  To 
enable  that  to  happen  we  will  be  providing 
additional  staff  such  as  associate  pastor, 
musicians,  educators,  etc.  for  each  setting. 
The  salaries  and  benefits  for  pastors  and 
other  staff  positions  will  come  from  the 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  funds  that  have 
been  so  generously  given  by  United 
Methodists  across  our  great  connection. 

All  of  United  Methodism  is  helping  us  with 
our  resurrection! 

We  will  continue  with  three  cooperative 
parishes  -  New  Orleans  East,  New  Orleans 


The  2007  class  of  clergy  retirees  were  honored  during  the  traditional  "Passing  of  the 
Mantle"  service  held  in  the  Baton  Rouge  River  Center  on  June  5.  Pictured,  seated,  are 
Revs.  Barbara  Hamilton,  Liz  Wyatt,  Judy  Nelson  and  Curtiss  Eden.  Standing  are  Willis 
Dear,  Richard  Teeter,  Carol  Sherer  and  Doug  Ezell.  Retirees  not  present  are  Allan 
Anderson,  Burnell  Bell,  Virginia  Cutrer,  Linda  Hagan,  Robert  Hayes,  Gerald  Richardson 
and  Dorcas  Thornton.  Photos  by  Tim  Hebert. 


the  resurrection  of  new  ministries.  For 
instance,  we  have  already  seen  the  merger 
of  LaHarpe  and  Thompson  congregations. 
We  have  seen  the  merger  of  First  Street, 
Peck  and  Wesley  congregations.  Others 
are  working  on  the  “courting”  phase  before 
they  finally  decide  to  marry.  When  all  of 
these  mergers  for  new  life  are  completed 


West,  and  Cross-town  New  Orleans.  These 
will  continue  to  function  in  much  the  same 
manner  as  they  have  this  past  year,  with  the 
Mission  Zone  providing  funding  as  needed 
for  salaries  and  benefits  of  the  Mission 
Zone  pastors  serving  them.  For  the  sake  of 
all  and  for  the  express  need  of  some,  it  was 

See  Episcopal  Address, paged 
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2007  class  of  Local  Pastors,  Ordained  Elders  and  Deacons,  and  Provisional  Elders  and  Deacons 
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Provisional  elders,  top  left,  are  standing,  Stephen  Berger,  Jeremy  Jones,  John  Black,  Matthew  Rawle,  Steven 
Fowler,  Clifton  Conrad,  Gerald  Crise,  and  seated,  Daniel  Hixon,  LeKisha  Reed,  LaMarylis  Cotten,  Kathryn 
McKay,  Kathy  Fitzhugh  and  Eugene  Hebert.  Ordained  elders  are  standing,  Cory  Sparks,  James  Moore, 
Katherine  Howell,  Max  Zehner,and  seated,  Lysbeth  Cockrell,  Heather  Leyland  and  Beverly  Connelly. 
Probationary  deacons,  top  right,  are  Carol  Civils,  Cony  DeHart  and  Rita  Chaisson.  Clinton  Lovell,  Sr.,  left,  was 
recognized  as  an  associate  member  with  the  conference.  Cathy  Arends,  right,  was  ordained  deacon.  Those 
completing  License  to  Preach  School  were,  below  left,  Lawrence  Gaines,  Joseph  Dong-Seok,  Isaac  Hammond, 
Willis  Laws,  Kaseem  Short,  Charles  Washington  and  John  Whaley.  Linda  Clark  was  certified  in  Spiritual 
Formation.Those  completing  Course  of  Study  were  Betty  Swanson,  Truman  Stagg,  William  McDonald,  Ross 
Ford  Jr.,  Jo  Ann  Cooper,  Darrel  Briggs  Sr.  Not  pictured,  Terry  Lindsey,  Robert  Chance  Jr.,  Barbara  Beaumont. 


Brent  Borill  and  Tiffany  Shatz  prepare  the  backdrop  for  the  village  by  the  Sea  of  Galilee. 

Westlake  UMC  taps  collegiate  to  head  VBS 


Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation  dedicates  sign 


BY  JO  PARKER 

When  Westlake  United  Methodist 
Church  started  looking  for  a  director  for 
Vacation  Bible  School  for  2007,  they  did 
not  have  to  look  far.  An  active  college-age 
church  member  Brent  Borill  stepped  up 
and  said  he  would  lead  if  past  leadership 
would  work  closely  with  him.  Lynne 
Hutchinson,  last  year’s  director,  and  others 
agreed  to  help. 

Brent  has  worked  with  VBS  for  the  past 
several  years  as  part  of  the  CIA’s 
(Christians  In  Action),  who  were  responsi¬ 
ble  for  the  drama  enactments  that  are  part 
of  VBS  activities.  Brent  brought  down  the 
house  last  year  among  the  children  when 
he  made  his  appearance  as  Jesus.  He 
began  advertising  VBS  2007  in  December 
of  2006  when  he  and  others  built  and 
manned  a  float  in  the  Westlake  Christmas 
Parade. 

Brent  has  been  able  to  recruit  more  men 
to  participate  this  year  than  ever  before. 
Brent  can  be  found  at  the  church  almost 


every  day,  measuring  the  floor  of  the 
Pomeroy  Center  where  he  and  the  team 
will  construct  a  village  by  the  Sea  of 
Galilee,  checking  out  costumes,  or  working 
on  the  dozens  of  details  that  make  up  a 
successful  VBS  week.  And  contributions  of 
supplies  have  been  made  in  response  to 
the  “fish”  he  hung  on  the  VBS  bulletin 
board,  inviting  each  member  of  the  congre¬ 
gation  to  take  one.  A  “tree”  was  placed  in 
the  church  foyer  with  names  of  the  VBS 
team  on  colored  fish,  asking  church  mem¬ 
bers  to  pray  for  that  team  members  as  they 
prepared  for  the  week. 

Rev.  Betty  Northen  said,  “Our  congre¬ 
gation  has  been  blessed  to  have  a  group  of 
young  adults  who  are  active  and  faithfiil. 

So  often  we  think  of  only  our  older  people 
as  leading  the  way;  however,  our  young 
adults  are  leading  and  calling  us  into  the 
future  in  ways  we  might  not  have  had  the 
energy  or  courage  to  try.  It  has  been  inter¬ 
esting  to  experience  the  beginning  of 
shared  leadership  across  age  groups.” 


The  Wesley  Foundation  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  at  Southern  University 
dedicated  their  new  campus  ministry  sign 
with  a  service  and  reception  on  Saturday, 
May  26. 

Rev.  Willie  Laws,  Director  of  the 
Wesley  Foundation,  greeted  the  crowd 
while  Rev.  Davis  Clark,  pastor  of  Jordan 
UMC,  gave  the  opening  prayer.  Scott 
UMC  Choir  provided  music.  Willie 
Johnson  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  and 
Rev.  Andrew  Goff,  pastor  of  Wesley  UMC, 
read  Scripture. 

Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell  introduced  Rev. 
Larry  Miller,  Baton  Rouge  District 


Superintendent,  who  gave  words  of  inspi¬ 
ration  and  encouragement. 

Bishop  William  Hutchinson  led  the  Act 
of  Dedication  followed  by  a  prayer  by  Rev. 
Joseph  Awotwi,  pastor  of  St.  Mark  UMC. 
Corey  Hill,  student  board  member,  provid¬ 
ed  music  for  the  outside  dedication.  Eileen 
Kennedy,  chair  of  the  Foundation’s 
Program  Committee  gave  remarks.  Board 
members  Theresa  Blount  and  Linda 
Washington  assisted  with  the  program  and 
reception.  Dr.  Michael  Ralph,  assistant 
vice-president  for  Planning  and 
Institutional  Research,  attended  as  the 
Southern  University  representative. 


Participating  in  the  Southern  University  Wesley  Foundation  sign  dedication  are  from 
left.  Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell;  Rev.  Joseph  Awotwi;  Rev.  Andrew  Goff;  Rev.  Larry  Miller, 
Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent;  Rev.  Davis  Clark;  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson; 
Rev.  Willie  Laws,  Wesley  Foundation  Director ;  Eileen  Kennedy  and  Rev.Gladier  Dalton. 
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Elsie  Cunningham,  director  of  Marketing  for  United  Methodist  Communications,  speaks  to  a  group  attending  a  breakout  session  on 
local  church  communications  during  the  Ministry  Fair  at  Annual  Conference. 


Episcopal  Address,  from  page  4 

deemed  necessary  to  continue  with  this 
arrangement  for  another  year  so  that  some 
fledgling  starts  might  be  sustained  and 
given  every  chance  to  survive,  and  so  that 
those  who  have  grown  stronger  can  grow 
stronger  still  by  being  the  helping  hand 
needed  to  enrich  and  encourage  their  weak¬ 
er  brothers  and  sisters. 

A  few  of  the  churches  that  were  in 
Cooperative  parishes  this  past  year  have 
been  designated  “Station  Churches”  for  the 
coming  year.  This  simply  means  that  they 
will  not  be  receiving  funding  from  the 
Mission  Zone  for  pastoral  support.  All  of 
these  know  that  this  is  a  “trial  run”  and  all 
will  be  reviewed  and  evaluated  as  the  year 
progresses  to  make  sure  they  are  able  to 
continue  to  support  themselves  in  all  ways 
necessary  to  be  a  totally  viable  and  vital 
church. 

Those  churches  that  were  designated  as 
“Station  Churches,  for  this  past  year  have 
been  faithful  servants  and  have  held  steady 
in  the  midst  of  great  odds.  We  have  not 
directed  any  of  the  Mission  Zone  funds 
toward  them  as  they  indicated  they  were 
strong  enough  to  pay  their  pastors  support, 
pay  their  apportionments  in  full,  and  con¬ 
tinue  to  sustain  themselves  while  allowing 
us  to  pour  all  our  funding  into  the  coopera¬ 
tive  parishes.  This  valiant  and  much- 
appreciated  effort  took  its  toll.  Many  of 
these  churches  had  to  cut  their  staff  to  the 
bone.  They  lost  membership  by  as  much 
as  1/3.  They  found  themselves  struggling 
to  sustain  their  basic  needs,  especially  their 


needs  for  multiple  staffing  given  the  size 
and  nature  of  their  worshiping  congrega¬ 
tions. 

It  is  our  commitment  to  give  additional 
staff  support  to  these  churches  in  this  com¬ 
ing  Conference  year  so  they  can  more  ade¬ 
quately  minister  to  their  congregations  and 
continue  to  build  them  into  very  stable 
churches.  We  will  be  providing  associate 
pastors  to  each  of  the  churches  that  were 
“Station”  churches  this  past  year,  or  we 
will  be  giving  funds  for  other  staffing 
needs  as  the  church  might  identify. 

We’re  also  expanding  the  support  funds 
to  one  or  two  situations  on  the  North  Shore 
where  we  have  not  had  the  funds  to  be  sup¬ 
portive  in  the  past  year. 

Some  new  social  ministries  such  as 
counseling  and  support  services  for  emo¬ 
tional  needs,  a  new  clinic  that  will  serve  the 
medical  needs  of  those  in  the  city  who 
have  no  other  place  to  turn,  and  retreats 
and  time  away  for  Mission  Zone  pastors 
and  their  families  are  being  provided  with 
much  elbow  grease  from  several  people  in 
New  Orleans,  some  new  staff  people,  and 
with  financial  under  girding  from  the 


Methodist  Health  System  Foundation,  Inc. 

As  I  mentioned  earlier.  United 
Methodists  across  the  globe  have  been 
incredibly  generous  and  supportive  for  yet 
another  year.  In  rough  figures,  we  have 
expended  some  $1.5  million  over  the  past 
conference  year  supplying  pastoral  support 
and  benefits.  For  this  coming  year  we  are 
expecting  to  spend  some  $1.8  million.  The 
good  thing  is  that  all  of  that  funding  is 
already  in  hand,  thanks  to  The  United 
Methodist  people  across  the  world! 

You  will  recall  that  the  Council  of 
Bishops  asked  for  a  special  offering  to  be 
taken  in  2006  on  the  date  nearest  the 
anniversary  of  hurricane  Katrina.  A  little 
more  than  $3  million  was  collected  in  that 
offering.  Of  that  amount  $3  million  has 
already  been  distributed.  Alabama/West 
Florida  Conference  received  $  1 00,000. 
Mississippi  has  received  $  1  million.  And 
Louisiana  has  received  $  1 .9  million!  That, 
coupled  with  other  sources  that  sent  monies 


directly  to  us,  has  assured  our  stability  for 
this  past  year  and  the  year  ahead. 

Two  more  special  offerings  will  be 
taken  in  2007  and  in  2008. 1  implore 
EVERY  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Louisiana  to  take  these  offerings  with  joy 
when  they  come  this  year  and  next.  We  are 
only  helping  ourselves  when  we  do  so. 

In  September  of  this  year,  September 
6th  -7th  to  be  exact,  there  will  be  a  gather¬ 
ing  in  New  Orleans  of  Bishops  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  every  United  Methodist 
Conference  in  the  United  States.  There 
also  will  be  pastors  of  the  largest  congrega¬ 
tions  in  United  Methodism  there,  as  well  as 
representatives  from  the  partner  churches 
who  are  helping  to  sustain  our  efforts.  It 
will  consist  of  tours  of  what  has  been  done 
and  what  is  yet  to  be  done;  action  work¬ 
shops  that  will  plan  for  future  help  by  the 
Conferences;  and  a  big  “Thank  You”  cele¬ 
bration  that  will  be  hosted  by 
Alabama/West  Florida,  Mississippi  and 
Louisiana,  just  to  show  our  gratitude  for  all 
that  has  been  done.  The  recovery  goes  on!! 

Last  year  our  rallying  cry  was  “For 
Now.”  This  year  our  plan  has  a  less 


sophisticated  name,  but  a  truly  Biblical 
name.  We  are  calling  the  plan  going  for¬ 
ward  from  this  Annual  Conference  “The 
Manure  Plan.”  It  is  based  on  Luke  13:  6-9. 
That  passage  reads: 

“And  he  told  this  parable:  ‘A  man  had  a 
fig  tree  planted  in  his  vineyard;  and  he 
came  seeking  fruit  on  it  and  found  none. 
And  he  said  to  the  vinedresser,  ‘Lo,  these 
three  years  1  have  come  seeking  fruit  on 
this  fig  tree,  and  I  find  none.  Cut  it  down; 
why  should  it  use  up  the  ground?’  And  he 
answered  him,  ‘Let  it  alone,  sir,  this  year 
also,  till  I  dig  about  it  and  put  on  manure. 
And  if  it  bears  fruit  next  year,  well  and 
good;  but  if  not,  you  can  cut  it  down.’” 
(RSV) 

We  have  been  “fertilizing”  the  recovery 
plan  for  our  churches  that  have  been 
impacted  by  Katrina  and  Rita  for  this  past 
year.  And  we  have  seen  some  wonderfully 
encouraging  results.  For  this  upcoming 
year,  we  are  going  to  pour  just  plain,  old- 
fashioned  manure  in  great  doses  to  our 
work.  And  we  are  setting  benchmarks  of 
fruitfulness  that  are  expected  to  be  met.  It 
is  our  prayer  that  this  will  again  show  us 
where  we  will  need  to  move  come  2008- 
2009.  There  may  be  some  things  that  get 
cut  down  and  abandoned.  There  will  be 
other  things  that  receive  a  good  pruning 
and  then  more  manure.  There  will  be  oth¬ 
ers  that  are  doing  so  well  we  will  just 
increase  the  labor  and  the  manure.  “For 
now”  it  is  the  Manure  Plan.  Who  knows 
what  will  be  required  next! 

One  final  word  about  all  of  our  Mission 
Zone  work  for  the  past  year.  I  extend  my 
heartfelt  gratitude  to  every  person,  lay  and 
clergy  who  are  part  of  the  Mission  Zone  - 
which  includes  churches  in  the  New 
Orleans  area  and  in  the  Cameron/Calcasieu 
parishes  area  -  who  have  made  these  great 
strides  for  God’s  Kingdom  in  the  midst  of 
adversity,  stress,  hurt  and  pain  that  no  one 
except  those  affected  can  understand. 

Would  all  of  you  stand  that  we  might  thank 
you  and  bless  you? 

And  to  those  outside  the  Mission  Zone, 
lay  and  clergy,  who  have  also  been  affected 
and  displaced  and  injured  by  these  hurri¬ 
canes  and  who  also  have  been  working 
unknown  hours  amid  extremely  difficult 
circumstances  to  put  their  churches  and 
lives  back  together,  I  issue  the  same  grate¬ 
ful  thanks.  Would  you  stand  that  we  might 
bless  and  thank  you? 

And  everyone  else  in  Louisiana  who  has 
sacrificed  with  funds,  spent  hours  on  work 
teams,  have  bent  your  knees  in  prayerful 
support  and  who  have  been  the  encouragers 
-  our  great  cloud  of  affirming  witnesses  -  a 
loving  “Thank  You”  to  you  as  well.  None 
of  any  that  we  have  done  would  have  been 
possible  without  you  and  your  supportive 


care.  Those  of  us  caught  up  in  this  incredi¬ 
ble  rebuilding  task  pray  God’s  blessings  on 
every  one  of  you!  And  we  stand  to 
applaud  you! 

One  other  group  who  deserves  our 
applause  is  the  staff  that  has  shepherded 
this  whole  effort.  Let’s  recognize  their  mar¬ 
velous  efforts. 

Now,  let  me  move  to  other  areas  of  the 
Conference’s  life.  You  may  be  thinking, 
“Have  we  done  anything  besides  storm 
recovery?”  It  has  certainly  consumed  the 
bulk  of  our  time  -  and  then  some!  But  yes, 
we  have  done  some  other  things  as  well. 
And  we  are  embarking  on  others.  Great 
things  are  happening  for  God’s  kingdom! 

II.  Four  Action  Areas 

At  the  beginning  of  this  quadrennium, 
the  Council  of  Bishops  began  to  address 
what  they  believed  to  be  the  greatest  needs 
in  the  world  and  in  the  church  and  where 
God  was  calling  us  to  be  involved  in  spe¬ 
cific  ways.  The  result  of  this  discernment 
process  was  what  is  now  called  the  Seven 
Vision  Pathways. 

After  these  Vision  Pathways  were  enu¬ 
merated,  the  Council  was  then  in  conversa¬ 
tion  with  The  Connectional  Table  and  the 
General  Agencies  and  these  were  narrowed 
to  four  areas  of  emphasis  for  focus  by  the 
entire  chui  Those  four  areas  are: 

Live  the  Methodist  Way 
Start  New  Churches 
Reach  Out  to  and  Care  for  Children 
Eliminate  the  diseases  of  poverty  (AIDS 
&  Malaria). 

We’ve  already  been  addressing  the 
fthodist  Way  as  we  have  focused  on 
Prevenient  Grace,  Justifying  Grace,  and 
now  The  Means  of  Grace. 

We  are  going  to  enter  full  steam  into  the 
starting  of  new  churches  this  year.  We  will 
be  starting  three  new  churches!  These  will 
be  in  the  Hammond  area,  the  Prairieville 
area  and  in  the  Denham  Springs/Walker 
area.  We  are  proud  to  announce  our  three 
pastors  who,  along  with  their  families,  will 
be  those  to  lead  these  new  congregations. 
Let’s  greet  Trey  Harris  who  will  start  the 
church  in  Prairieville  area;  Jack  Odell  in 
the  Hammond  area;  and  Leslie  Stephens  in 
the  Denham  Springs/Walker  area. 

An  area  that  we  will  be  focusing  on  in 
the  coming  year  will  be  the  whole  area  of 
how  we  in  Louisiana  are  to  reach  out  to 
and  care  for  the  children. 

And  our  efforts  to  help  in  the  elimina¬ 
tion  of  the  diseases  of  poverty  are  under 
way.  You  will  hear  a  report  in  this 
Conference  regarding  what  we  have  done 
with  regard  to  our  asked  for  amount  for  the 
global  AIDS  crisis.  And  we  will  be  launch¬ 
ing  an  effort  this  year  to  address  the  malar¬ 
ia  crisis.  Let’s  visit  this  new  campaign  for 


Conference  member  speaks  on  the  floor  during  discussions  on  petitions. 
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just  a  minute: 

As  you  can  see,  we  will  not  be 
lacking  for  emphases  as  we  move  forward 
as  an  Annual  Conference.  This  should 
direct  and  challenge  our  Conference 
Ministry  Team  as  they  work  to  put  in  place 
the  programs  and  methods  to  address  these 
great  needs. 

Development  of  the  “Culture  of  the  Call” 

For  many  reasons,  which  I  could  enu¬ 
merate  but  won’t,  our  appointment  making 
was  very  difficult  and  time  consuming  this 
year.  We  worked  long  and  hard  days,  try¬ 
ing  to  make  the  best  matches  of  gifts  and 
graces  with  needs.  And  I  believe  we  have 
done  a  very  good  work  and  the  Conference 
will  be  well  served.  But  when  all  was 
almost  finished,  we  ran  into  something  we 
have  never  faced  before.  We  ran  out  of 
clery  before  we  ran  out  of  churches! 

We  have  been  able  to  fill  all  appoint¬ 
ments,  but  it  has  been  a  real  challenge.  I 
think  this  calls  for  our  continued  focused 
attention  on  what  we  have  termed  the 
“Culture  of  the  Call.” 

Our  Discemer’s  Academy  continues  to 
flourish  and  is  providing  us  with  excellent 
women  and  men  who  are  entering  pastoral 
ministry.  The  next  Academy  will  be 
January  4-6,  2008  and  will  be  a  mission 
experience  in  New  Orleans.  We  are  going 
to  do  something  new  and  exciting  with  this 
Academy,  as  we  have  invited 
AlabamaAVest  Florida  and  Mississippi 
Conferences  to  participate  and  send  some 
of  their  Discemer’s.  Please  mark  these 
dates  and  get  your  brightest  and  best  men 
and  women  who  should  be  listening  for 
God's  call  signed  up  to  participate.  You  are 
the  key  to  the  successful  continuation  of 
this  marvelous  experience. 

While  the  Discemer’s  Academy  is  doing 
well,  for  the  first  time  since  my  coming  to 
Louisiana,  the  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry 
had  to  cancel  their  “Discerning  the  Call” 
event.  This  has  always  been  an  excellent 
overnight  seminar  for  people  looking  for 
basic  answers  to  what  it  means  to  be  a  cler- 
gyperson  in  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  has  been  an  excellent  recruiting  tool 
for  many  of  our  clergy.  There  will  be 
another  announced  event  this  coming  fall 
and  I  encourage  you  to  get  all  those  in  your 
church  to  the  overnight  retreat  who  are 
questioning  you  about  what  it  means  to  be 
a  clergyperson  and  what  are  the  avenues 
into  this  vocation. 

And  we  need  to  continue  to  lift  up  the 
vital  necessity  of  Local  Pastors!  A  few 
years  back  we  had  an  indication  that  our 
ability  to  appoint  all  of  our  Local  Pastors 
might  be  in  jeopardy.  That  simply  has  not 
proven  to  be  the  case.  As  I  have  said  many 
times  before,  our  Local  Pastors  are  the  key 
to  our  being  able  to  provide  clergy  care  to 
all  our  churches.  Without  them  we  would 
be  in  deep  trouble. 

Nurturing  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity  through 
Retreats 

This  past  year  we  had  a  wonderful 
retreat  with  all  the  African  American  clergy 
under  appointment.  This  was  held  at  the 
Wesley  Center  just  prior  to  the  “Tending 
Our  Lives  Together”  retreat,  which  is  for 
ALL  clergy  in  the  Louisiana  Conference 
who  are  under  appointment. 

Dr.  Lovett  Weems  of  Wesley 


Theological  Seminary  in  Washington,  D.C. 
was  our  leader  for  “Tending  Our  Lives 
Together.”  His  topic  was  “Leadership  in 
the  Church.”  His  insights  and  his  wonder¬ 
ful  way  of  presenting  his  topic  were 
refreshing. 

In  conversation  with  the  Board  of  Laity, 
they  have  agreed  that  we  should  have  Dr. 
Weems  back  to  Louisiana  for  an  overnight 
retreat  with  the  laity  of  the  Conference.  He 
will  again  be  addressing  “Leadership  in  the 
Church”  and  this  should  be  an  excellent 
complimentary  retreat  to  the  one  for  the 


clergy.  I  would  love  to  see  us  have  at  least 
250  laity  there  for  that  retreat!  Please  mark 
your  calendars  now  for  March  14-15,  2008. 
Progress  on  The  Children’s  Homes 

You  will  be  interested  to  know  that  we 
are  making  great  progress  on  the  assump¬ 
tion  of  the  ministry  of  The  Methodist 
Home  for  Children  in  New  Orleans  into 
that  of  The  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home,  Inc.  in  Ruston.  These  two  Boards 
have  worked  intensely  to  make  this  possi¬ 
ble,  all  in  the  interest  of  serving  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Louisiana  in  the  best  way  possible. 

It  appears  all  should  be  completed  within 
the  coming  year  and  we  will  have  our 
United  Methodist  ministry  to  some  of  the 
neediest  children  in  Louisiana  well  in  hand. 

The  progress  of  the  new  facility  in 
southwest  Louisiana  continues  to  go  well. 
Again,  it  looks  as  if  we  will  be  able  to 
begin  construction  on  this  facility  in  the 
very  near  future. 

The  Wesley  Center 

During  the  course  of  the  conference  you 
will  be  hearing  an  update  on  the  new  build¬ 
ing  projects  and  expansion  of  facilities  at 
The  Wesley  Center.  Under  the  faithful 
leadership  of  Mr.  Shelby  Smith  this  much- 
needed  expansion  is  well  under  way  and 
ground  should  be  broken  within  the  next 
few  months.  The  Wesley  Center  is  truly 
one  of  the  treasures  of  this  conference  and 
is  serving  as  a  place  where  new  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  are  being  made  every  week. 

You  are  going  to  be  asked  to  approve  an 
increased  apportionment  for  the  Wesley 
Center,  which  will  take  their  apportionment 
back  to  $125,000  for  2008.  They  had 
agreed  to  reduce  this  to  $100,000  in  2007 
with  hope  that  they  could  function  with 
that  and  relieve  the  Conference  of  some  of 
the  funding.  However,  it  has  proven  just  a 


little  too  close  financially  to  do  that  and 
they  are  in  need  of  restoring  the  $25,000. 
But  just  remember,  this  still  is  only  Vi  of 
the  apportionment  that  was  being  passed  on 
in  2000  when  I  first  arrived.  At  that  time 
the  apportionment  was  $250,000.  The 
board  and  staff  have  done  a  wonderful 
work  of  building  a  first  rate  retreat  center 
on  minimum  support  from  the  Conference. 

I  am  confident  you  are  well  aware  of  this 
need  and  will  be  fully  supportive  of  it. 

Apportionment  Payout 


And  one  of  the  capstones  of  celebration 
for  the  whole  year  was  our  2006 
Apportionment  payout!  Give  yourselves 
one  big  round  of  applause  for  the  greatest 
year  yet  financially  -  98.47%  payout  for 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  in  2006! 
Are  you  aware  that  out  of  our  seven  dis¬ 
tricts  that  six  of  them  paid  100%?  And 
New  Orleans,  with  all  her  difficulties  and 
problems,  paid  at  94+%!  That  is  almost 
unbelievable. 

This  was  made  possible  by  every  church 
working  hard  to  do  what  they  have  been 
asked  to  do,  and  many  churches  doing 
more.  It  was  sort  of  a  big  sister/big  brother 
year.  Many  churches  that  could  took  care 
of  those  who  couldn’t  and  100%  for  six 
districts  was  the  result!  If  being  proud  of  a 
Conference  is  a  sin,  then  I  am  the  worst  of 
sinners!  I  am  so  proud  of  you! 

There’s  only  one  thing  that  would  make 
me  prouder  and  that  would  set  you  in  the 
record  books  for  United  Methodism.  That 
would  be  for  us  to  pay  out  at  1 00%  in 
2007.  I  believe  that  can  be  done  with  just  a 
little  extra  push!  And  why  shouldn’t  we? 
I’ve  spent  much  of  this  address  telling  you 
how  we  have  benefited  from  the  generosity 
of  the  church.  Their  faithful  giving  has 
helped  us  put  our  lives  back  together.  And 
as  we  pay  our  apportionments  at  100%,  we 
too  are  helping  every  person  dependent  on 
those  funds  of  the  church  receive  the  love 
and  care  we  promised  them  we  would  give. 

Let’s  do  it! 

Holy  Land  Trip 

Now.  We’ve  all  worked  hard  together. 
We  have  been  faithful  together.  Now,  let’s 
travel  together  and  leant  together  and  deep¬ 
en  our  spiritual  lives  together.  In  January 
of  2008  Kay  and  I  are  hosting  a  trip  to  the 
Holy  Land.  This  will  probably  be  our  last 


opportunity  to  travel  with  most  of  you,  and 
we  would  love  for  as  many  as  possible  to 
join  us.  If  you  have  never  visited  the  Holy 
Land,  now  is  the  time.  Your  life  will  be 
forever  enriched  and  changed  as  you  liter¬ 
ally  walk  where  Jesus  walked.  We  hope 
you  will  give  serious  consideration  to  being 
part  of  this  time  of  spiritual  growth. 

We  are  endeavoring  to  do  one  special 
thing.  We  want  to  make  it  possible  for 
every  person  who  has  been  ordained  during 
my  tenure  in  Louisiana  to  accompany  us. 
Our  travel  company  is  making  a  special 
rate  possible  for  those  ordinands  who  are 
going  to  the  Holy  Land  for  the  first  time.  I 
am  doing  everything  possible  to  secure  the 
funding  that  will  help  enough  to  send  these 
women  and  men  who  are  now  providing 
faithful  service  to  our  Conference.  If  you 
are  interested  in  helping  personally,  please 
see  me  at  some  point  or  contact  me  in  my 
office. 

If  you  have  a  pastor  serving  among  you 
who  has  been  ordained  since  the  annual 
conference  session  of  2001,  would  you 
consider  asking  your  church  to  help  send 
that  pastor  on  a  trip  that  will  literally 
change  her  or  his  life  and  that  will  enhance 
the  life  of  your  church  beyond  your  imagi¬ 
nation.  There  is  just  something  about 
being  in  that  setting  that  is  life  altering,  and 
it  will  change  your  pastor  and  your  church. 

We  will  leave  the  States  on  January  15, 
2008.  I  hope  you  will  be  with  us! 

It  has  been  an  incredible  year.  It  has 
been  the  most  involved,  most  pressured 
and  most  unbelievable  year  of  my  life.  But 
it  has  been  a  year  filled  with  God’s  good¬ 
ness  and  grace!  Without  that  grace  I 
wouldn’t  be  standing  before  you  today.  I’d 
either  be  hospitalized  or  pushing  up  daisies 
by  now!  And  I  can’t  think  of  a  more  won¬ 
derful  people  to  have  walked  this  difficult 
path  with  than  my  wife,  Kay;  my  Cabinet; 
and  you,  the  clergy  and  laity  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference.  How  can  I  be  so 
unbelievably  blessed?  It  is  God’s  good¬ 
ness.  And  in  keeping  with  the  theme  of  our 
Conference  -  “You  have  been  God’s  means 
of  grace  to  me,  a  truly  Grace-full  people.” 

Let  me  share  one  final  story.  “Three 
friends  from  a  local  congregatioOn  were 
asked,  ‘When  you’re  in  your  casket,  and 
friends  and  congregation  members  are 
mourning  over  you,  what  you  like  them  to 
say?’ 

Artie  said,  ‘I  would  like  them  to  say  I 
was  a  wonderful  husband,  a  fine  spiritual 
leader,  and  a  great  family  man.’ 

Merle  commented,  ‘  I  would  like  them 
to  say  I  was  a  wonderful  teacher  and  ser¬ 
vant  of  God  who  made  a  huge  difference  in 
peoples  lives.’ 

Don  said,  ‘I’d  like  them  to  say,  ‘Look! 
He’s  moving!”’ 

We  are  so  “threatened  with 
Resurrection!”  We  are  moving!  Yes,  we 
are  just  breaking  out  all  over  and  we  are 
becoming  the  people  God  has  created  us  to 
be  and  all  our  old  selves  are  being  made 
new!  Praise  God  for  God’s  unfailing  grace. 

“Join  us  in  this  vigil 

And  you  will  know  what  it  is  to  dream! 

Then  you  will  know  how  marvelous  it  is 

To  live  threatened  with  Resurrection! 

How  marvelous  it  is.  How  good  that  we 
are  here.  How  marvelous  indeed.” 


Banners  grace  the  altar  set  up  in  the  Baton  Rouge  River  Center  during  the  2007  La. 
Annual  Conference. The  banners  were  designed  and  created  by  Kathy  Moore.  Photo  by 
Betty  Backstrom. 
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'Holy  Mystery' 
training  is  slated 

The  La.  Conference  Board  of 
Discipleship  invites  laity  and  clergy  to 
experience  “This  Holy  Mystery:  A 
United  Methodist  Understanding  of 
Holy  Communion,”  slated  for  Aug.  1 1 
at  Asbury  UMC  in  Lafayette  and  Aug. 
18  for  First  UMC  in  Jonesboro.  Both 
are  slated  for  9:30  a.m.-4  p.m. 

Facilitators  will  be  Rev.  Dr.  Don 
Cottrill,  provost  and  Rev.  Juan  Huertas, 
associate  pastor  for  Horseshoe  Drive 
UMC. 

Sessions  include  “Exploring  the 
Mystery,”  “Encountering  Christ  at  the 
Table,”  and  “Worshipping  in 
Community,”  among  others. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $15,  which 
includes  a  resource  book  and  lunch. 

“All  clergy  under  appointment  are 
strongly  encouraged  to  attend  and  bring 
with  them  interested  laity,”  said  Cottrill. 
“The  study  offers  opportunity  for  an 
enhanced  appreciation  of  worship  and 
the  sacrament  of  Holy  Communion.” 


Africa  University  Tour 


General  and  Jurisdictional  delegates  elected 

During  the  2007  La.  Annual  Conference,  delegates  were  elected  to  General  and  Jurisdictional  Conferences,  which  will  be  held  in 
2008  in  Fort  Worth  (April  23-May2)  and  Dallas,  Tex.(July  15-19),  respectively.  The  delegates  are,  seated  on  floor,  Buzzy  Anding  (G), 
Rev.  Bob  Burgess  (G);  seated.  Rev.  Ellen  Alston  (G),  Terrel  DeVille  (G),  Rev.  Andy  Goff  (G),  Rev.  Bemadine  Johnson  (G);  Carolyn 
Dove  (G),  Anita  Crump  (G),  Sarah  Kreutziger  (G);  and  standing,  Joyce  Robinson  (J),  Rev.  Pat  Day  (J),  Rev.  Daniel  Gleason  (J),  Rachel 
Scott  (J),  Ramonalynn  Bethley  (alternate),  Juliet  Spencer  (alternate).  Rev.  Carol  Crawford  (J),  Pete  Aguila  (J),  Fane  Peeples  (alternate), 
Jared  Williams  (J),  and  Tim  Hebert  (alternate). 

Not  pictured  are  Rev.  Larry  Miller  (J),  Rev.  Don  Avery  (J),  Fred  Loy  (J),  and  Rev.  Chris  Andrews,  General  Conference  delegate. 


The  La.  Annual  Conference  invites 
interested  persons  to  visit  Africa 
University  in  Zimbabwe  as  part  of  a 
tour  slated  for  Oct.  3 1  -Nov.  1 1 . 

Tour  host  Rev.  Dr.  Don  Cottrill, 
provost,  will  lead  the  group  as  they  visit 
the  university,  surrounding  United 
Methodist  mission  projects,  and  Victoria 
Falls. 

Through  action  taken  at  the  2005  La. 
Annual  Conference,  a  mission  fund  was 
affirmed  to  support  the  ministry  of 
Africa  University.  “The  2007  trip  is  a 
way  of  providing  Louisiana  leaders  to 
serve  as  ‘hands  on’  advocates  for  our 
mission,”  said  Cottrill. 

The  total  cost  of  $2,650  for  the  trip 
includes  air  transportation,  lodging, 
most  meals,  bus  transportation  and  a 
two-night  package  to  Victoria  Falls. 

For  more  information  and  a  registra¬ 
tion  form,  contact  the  conference  office 
at  (225)  346-1646  and  ask  for  Rhonda 
Whitley  or  Cindy  Scott.  Registrations 
should  be  mailed  to  Alonzo  Campbell, 
La.  Conference  UMC  Headquarters, 

527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 
70802. 


Coming  in  August 
Special 
Katrina  /Rita 
Recovery  Edition 


Mold  the  Phone! 


Is  Your  Church 
Earning  4.75%  ? 

The  Fixed  Fund  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana  operates  much 
like  a  simple  savings  account  or  money 
market  fund: 

•  Interest  is  accrued  daily. 

•  Interest  is  compounded  quarterly. 

•  Money  is  easily  withdrawn. 

•  There  is  no  withdrawal  penalty. 

•  There  are  no  fees. 

If  your  church’s  money  is  not  earning 
4.75%,  call  your  Foundation  and  set  up 
a  new  account  today. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


Interest  rate  is  subject  to  change  quarterly. 

8337  Jefferson  Hwy. 

Baton  Rouge,  I A  70809 
225.346. 1 535  or  800.256.93 1 7 

vvww.umi.ori; 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 
at  (225)  346-5193 
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Churches  challenged  to  look  beyond  'yellow  ribbon' 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-A  signif¬ 
icant  number  of  the  1.5  million  soldiers 
deployed  to  Iraq  or  Afghanistan  will  return 
from  battle  suffering  from  mental  health 
problems,  a  study  says. 

Meanwhile,  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
soldiers  likely  will  need  mental  health 
screening  or  treatment,  according  to  a 


report  recently  presented  to  the 
Congressional  Committee  on  Oversight 
and  Government  Reform. 

A  United  Methodist  task  force  has  com¬ 
piled  resources  to  help  local  congregations 
reach  out  to  service  members  in  their 
churches  and  communities. 

Among  the  resources  is  an  article  from 
the  Rev.  John  Morris,  deputy  state  chaplain 


of  the  Minnesota  Army  National  Guard. 

“The  road  home  from  war  is  longer, 
steeper  and  often  more  challenging  than  the 
road  to  war  for  most  soldiers  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies,”  Morris  writes  in  “Beyond  the  Yellow 
Ribbon:  How  Churches  Can  Help  Soldiers 
and  Their  Families  Readjust  After 
Combat.” 

See  Challenges, page  7 
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Planting  New  Churches 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Planting  a  new  church  has  always 
been  a  goal  for  Rev.  Trey  Harris. 

“Having  that  opportunity  has  been  a 
dream  of  mine  since  graduating  from 
Asbury  Seminary.  I  was  part  of  a  church 
plant  while  in  high  school,  and  have  fond 
memories  of  those  exciting  times,”  said 
Harris,  referring  to  his  days  at  St. 
Timothy’s  on  the  North  Shore  in 
Mandeville,  La. 

Harris  is  leading  one  of  three  church 
starts  that  were  announced  during  the 
2007  La.  Annual  Conference  by  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson  as  part  of  his 


Episcopal  Address  on  June  4.  The  new 
churches  will  be  located  in  the 
Prairieville,  Denham  Springs/Walker  and 
Tangipahoa  Parish  areas. 

There  are  five  criteria  used  by  the 
Louisiana  Conference  in  determining 
where  to  locate  or  start  a  new  faith  com¬ 
munity,  according  to  Rev.  Steve 
Stephens,  conference  director  of  Church 
Extension  and  Transformation. 

“We  look  at  the  number  of  existing 
churches  in  the  target  area;  the  strategic 
nature  of  their  location  compared  to 
demographic  change;  the  effectiveness  of 
the  existing  churches  in  reaching  a  signif¬ 


icant  portion  of  the  current  population;  a 
population  in  the  area  exceeds  10-20,000 
persons  per  existing  church;  and  is  a  pro¬ 
jected  five  year  growth  rate  of  over  five 
percent,”  said  Stephens.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  uses  a  demographic  service 
known  as  Percept  to  determine  these 
growth  rates. 

“The  three  areas  that  are  targeted  for 
new  church  starts  in  2007  have  been  on 
our  radar  because  they  meet  the  criteria 
so  well.  Due  in  part  to  the  diaspora 
caused  by  Hurricane  Katrina  in  2005,  the 
influx  of  people  into  these  areas  in  the 

See  New  Churches,  page  6 


Left,  Rev.  Jack  O'Dell  speaks  with 
Myrna  Jordan,  Director  of  "Our  Daily 
Bread"  in  Tangipahoa  Parish  at  the 
Business  Expo.  The  Well's  first  mission 
donation  was  made  to  Our  Daily 
Bread.  Above,  Revs.  Trey  Harris,  Jack 
O'Dell  and  Leslie  Stephens  are  ready 
for  the  challenge  of  planting  new 
churches  in  the  state. 


Three  new  churches  to  be 'planted'  in  the  Conference 
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His  Eminence  Sunday  Mbang,  prelate  emeritus  of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Nigeria,  gives 
the  closing  sermon  at  the  2001  World  Methodist  Conference  in  Brighton,  England. 
Mbang  is  the  latest  recipient  of  the  World  Methodist  Peace  Award,  which  was  presented 
by  the  World  Methodist  Council  April  24  at  the  Methodist  Cathedral  of  Unity  in  Abuja, 
Nigeria.  A  UMNS  file  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 

Bishop  receives  World  Methodist  Peace  Award 


His  Eminence  Sunday  C.  Mbang, 
Prelate  Emeritus  of  the  Methodist  Church 
Nigeria,  has  received  the  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award  on  behalf  of  the  World 
Methodist  Council.  The  World  Methodist 
Peace  Award  is  the  highest  honor  given  by 


the  family  of  MethodistAVesleyan  churches 
from  around  the  world. 

Dr.  John  Barrett,  chairperson  of  the 
Council,  presented  the  award  to  Mbang  on 
April  24  at  the  Methodist  Cathedral  of 
Unity  in  Abuja,  Nigeria. 


Oct.  26  deadline  set  for  General  Conference  petitions 


United  Methodist  members  and  organi¬ 
zations  have  until  Oct.  26  to  submit  peti¬ 
tions  for  consideration  by  the  2008  General 
Conference,  the  denomination’s  top  law¬ 
making  body. 

Deadlines  for  the  church’s  general  agen¬ 
cies  are  sooner.  Their  reports  must  be  sub¬ 
mitted  by  Aug.  1  and  their  petitions  by  Oct. 
1 .  Those  will  be  included  in  the  Advance 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  a  publication 
giving  advance  program  information  about 
the  assembly.  The  book  will  be  published 
in  English,  French  and  Portuguese. 

General  Conference  delegates  can 
change  anything  in  the  Book  of  Discipline 
except  the  church’s  Constitution,  Articles 
of  Religion,  Confession  of  Faith  or  General 


Rules  of  Our  United  Societies.  It  also  can¬ 
not  do  away  with  its  episcopacy  or  destroy 
the  plan  of  general  superintendency.  Any 
recommended  changes  in  the  Constitution 
must  be  ratified  by  the  annual  (regional) 
conferences. 

Each  valid  petition  is  given  a  number 
and  title.  Each  legislative  committee  deals 
with  petitions  related  to  a  series  of  para¬ 
graphs  from  the  Book  of  Discipline. 
Petitions  related  to  the  Book  of  Resolutions 
are  sorted  by  subject  matter. 

The  Rev.  Fitzgerald  Reist,  secretary  of 
the  General  Conference,  encourages  United 
Methodists  to  submit  their  petitions  digital¬ 
ly  “to  enable  us  to  get  the  petitions 
processed  on  time.” 


Upcoming  Events  for  Children's  Ministry 

These  events  are  scheduled  for  the  next  several  months  in 
the  area  of  Children's  Ministy.  Contact  information  is  pro¬ 
vided  for  the  sponsoring  agency.  Please  contact  them  for 
further  information. 


Date 

Event 

Location 

Contact 

9/15/2007 

Come  to  Jesus 

Shreveport 

Group  Magazine 

(800)888-5991 

www.group.com/cmml 

10/19-20/2007 

Teach  a  Child/ 
Touch  a  Life 

Monroe 

Jill  Mouk 

(318)322-4454 

jillmouk@hotmail.com 

1/12/2008 

VB5  Preview 

2008 

Wesley  Center 
Woodworth 

Dawn  Young 

deacondawn@eartlink.net 

2/26-28/2008 

Forum  2008 

Richardson, TX 

www.gbod.org 

Click  on  family  and  age 
Click  on  children 

One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing  giving  increases 


A  total  of  $641,942  was  received 
through  the  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 
offering  as  of  the  end  of  April,  reported 
Sam  Dixon,  interim  Deputy  General 
Secretary  of  United  Methodist  Committee 
of  Relief. 

This  amount  represents  a  61 .48  percent 
increase  of  last  year’s  amount  of  $397, 
544. 

In  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
receipts  as  of  April  30  are  $138,308,  com¬ 
pared  with  $63,509  last  year. 


UMCOR  receives  no  general  church 
apportionments,  so  the  One  Great  Hour  of 
Sharing  offering  provides  critically  needed 
operational  funding.  “The  offering  makes  it 
possible  for  us  to  keep  our  promise  to 
direct  one  hundred  percent  of  designated 
gifts  entirely  to  specific  causes,”  said 
Dixon. 

Current  beneficiaries  of  UMCOR’s 
services — a  total  of  8 1  countries — include 
the  Sudan,  the  tsunami  zone,  and  the  Gulf 
Coast  of  the  United  States. 


Rayne  Memorial  UMC  to  rededicate 


The  sanctuary  of  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  will  be  rededicated  July  22  during  worship  serv¬ 
ices.  Some  work  is  still  being  done  on  the  steeple,  damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 


The  public  is  invited  to  the  rededication 
of  the  restored  sanctuary  of  Rayne 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  on  July  22  at  8:45  and  11 
a.m. 

A  reception  will  follow  at  noon  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall. 

Built  in  1875,  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  is 
one  of  the  oldest  churches  in  the  city  of 
New  Orleans.  In  2003,  a  major  renovation 
of  the  sanctuary  was  completed,  only  to  be 
ruined  by  wind  and  rain  from  Hurricane 


Katrina  in  2005.  The  steeple  was  knocked 
into  the  roof  of  the  sanctuary  and  major 
water  damage  was  incurred. 

During  this  21  month  period,  the  con¬ 
gregation  has  been  worshipping  in  the 
Fellowship  Hall.  In  addition,  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC  has  been  serving  a  recov¬ 
ering  city  by  providing  relief  services, 
housing  volunteers  from  across  the  nation, 
and  planning  to  open  a  free  clinic  in  a  near¬ 
by  neighborhood  in  partnership  with  Mt. 
Zion  UMC. 
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Commentary:  Are  you  ready  for  the  revolution? 


United  Methodist  teens  dance  to  the  music  of  Kirk  Franklin  during  Youth  '03  on  the 
campus  of  the  University  of  Tennessee  in  Knoxville.  Youth  2007  will  bring  together  up  to 
10,000  United  Methodist  youth  to  Greensboro,  N.C.,  and  also  will  serve  as  the  launching 
pad  for  Igniting  Youth,  a  new  ministry  aimed  at  welcoming  teen  seekers  into  the  life  of 
the  church.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Mike  OuBose. 

Igniting  Youth  to  be  launched  at  Youth  2007 


BY  MATT  CARLISLE 

Throughout  the  summer  of  2005, 1  trav¬ 
eled  with  researchers  to  meet  with  mem¬ 
bers  and  leaders  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Our  purpose:  to  gain  a  deeper 
understanding  of  the  people  of  this  storied 
global  denomination;  leam  how  you  use 
and  don’t  use  the  Internet;  and,  ultimately, 
pinpoint  what  you  wanted  from  your 
denominational  Web  site,  UMC.org. 

I  liken  our  experience  to  one  of  those 
“On  the  Road”  reports  by  Charles  Kuralt, 
the  late  broadcast  journalist.  It  was  a 
reminder  that  every  member  and  every 
church  has  their  own  unique  story  to 
tell. We  took  every  opportunity  to  gather 
useful  information,  speaking  with  people 
on  planes  and  buses  who  had  never  been  to 
church  in  their  life-simply  to  leam  what 
would  motivate  them  to  visit  a  church  on 
Sunday  morning.  Based  on  hundreds  of 
hours  of  interviews,  we  built  each  compo¬ 
nent  of  the  new  UMC.org,  launched  last 
January. 

During  my  subsequent  travels,  I  began 
to  sense  a  common  thread  that  ran  through 
each  interview.  It  wasn’t  articulated  the 
same  way  by  all,  but  it  was  clearly  the  No. 

1  request.  Share  the  story  of  this  denomina¬ 
tion  in  new  and  relevant  ways  online. 

Create  a  Web  site  that  impacts  Generation 

Y  (bom  1981-1999)  and  those  who  are  part 
of  the  New  Silent  Generation  (bom  mid- 
1990s  to  mid-2000s). 

No  small  task. 

I  am  optimistic  by  nature,  but  seasoned 
enough  to  know  that  no  single  Web  site 
will  create  the  revolution  that  people  were 
asking  us  to  build.  A  Web  site  can  create  a 
spark  leading  people  to  communities  of 
faith,  where  nurturing  relationships  lead  to 
healing  and  spiritual  growth.  The  grass¬ 
roots  revolution  happens  when  congrega¬ 
tions  of  people  step  outside  the  walls  of 
their  church  buildings  and  offer  hope  to 
those  who  are  ignored  by  society. 

The  new  UMC.org  (www.umc.org)  is 
built.  New  stories  and  resources  continue 
to  be  posted  on  a  daily  basis  and,  as  your 
needs  change,  its  functions  will  be 
enhanced.  As  for  creating  a  Web  site  that 
impacts  new  generations,  I  will  share  with 
you  what  I’ve  leamed-and  hopefully  spark 
ideas  about  how  to  be  in  ministry  with  the 

Y  and  New  Silent  generations. 

Here  are  the  facts; 

There  are  more  than  2 1 1  million 
Internet  users  in  the  United  States,  or  69.9 
percent  of  the  population. 
(IntemetWorldStats.com,  March  2007) 

There  are  more  than  1  billion  Internet 
users  worldwide,  or  16.9  percent  of  the 
world’s  population.  That  percentage  has 
increased  208.7  percent  since  the  year 
2000.  (IntemetWorldStats.com,  March 
2007) 

Forty-five  percent  of  U.S.  Internet  users 
“say  the  Internet  helped  them  make  big 
decisions  or  negotiate  their  way  through 
major  episodes  in  their  lives.”  (Pew 
Internet  and  Life  Project,  2006) 

“Nearly  two-thirds  of  online  Americans 
use  the  Internet  for  faith-related  reasons. 

The  64  percent  of  Internet  users  who  per¬ 
form  spiritual  and  religious  activities  online 
represent  nearly  82  million  Americans.” 
(Pew  Internet  and  Life  Project,  2004) 


“The  number  of  teenagers  using  the 
Internet  has  grown  24  percent  in  the  past 
four  years,  and  87  percent  of  those  between 
the  ages  of  12  and  17  are  online.”  (Pew 
Internet  and  Life  Project,  2005) 

“In  focus  groups,  teens  described  their 
new  environment.  To  them,  e-mail  is 
increasingly  seen  as  a  tool  for  communicat¬ 
ing  with  ‘adults’  such  as  teachers,  institu¬ 
tions  like  schools,  and  as  a  way  to  convey 
lengthy  and  detailed  information  to  large 
groups.  Meanwhile,  IM  (instant  messaging) 
is  used  for  everyday  conversations  with 
multiple  friends  that  range  from  casual  to 
more  serious  and  private  exchanges.”  (Pew 
Internet  and  Life  Project,  2005) 

“More  than  half  (55  percent)  of  all 
online  American  youths  ages  12-17  use 
online  social  networking  sites”  such  as 
MySpace.com  and  Facebook.com.  (Pew 
Internet  and  American  Life  Project,  2007) 

Technorati.com  (the  Google  search  of 
blogs)  now  tracks  more  than  70  million 
weblogs  and  sees  about  1 20,000  new 
weblogs  created  worldwide  each  day. 
(Technorati.com,  April  2007) 

Today,  the  Internet  is  impacting  religion 
as  Johannes  Gutenberg  did  with  his  inven¬ 
tion  of  movable  type  printing  and  the  pub¬ 
lication  of  the  Gutenberg  Bible  in  the  15th 
century. 

I  shared  some  of  the  above  statistics  in  a 
recent  workshop  with  a  group  of  United 
Methodist  pastors,  and  it  became  suddenly 
clear  to  everyone  in  the  room  that  pastors 
will  need  to  be  well-versed  in  the  use  of 
new  technologies  in  the  coming  years. 

The  advent  of  the  Internet,  video/audio 
streaming  and  social  networking  means 
that  a  congregation’s  active  and  tithing 
members  may  not  solely  live  in  the  local 
community,  but  reside  two  states  or  a  coun¬ 
try  away.  This  means  that  our  traditional 
forms  of  being  in  ministry  may  occur 
online,  through  blogs,  instant  messages  and 
more. 

As  I  explained  to  that  group  of  pastors, 
this  isn’t  something  that  you  can  stop  or 
curtail.  The  train  has  left  the  station.  The 
question  is:  How  will  you  and  your  church 
equip  yourselves  to  be  relevant  in  the  lives 
of  the  Y  and  New  Silent  generations? 

Churches  that  have  embraced  new  tech¬ 
nologies  and  are  successful  in  using  them 
see  these  tools  as  an  extension  of  their  min¬ 
istry.  It  enhances  our  traditional  definition 
of  being  in  ministry.  A  church  Web  site 
ought  to  be  considered  a  virtual  meeting 
space  for  your  congregation.  Many  congre¬ 
gations  spend  millions  of  dollars  to  start  a 
satellite  church  or  build  a  new  wing. 

Imagine  the  impact  on  the  lives  of  young 
people  by  using  just  20  percent  of  that 
amount  to  create  a  dynamic  Web  site. 

All  the  tools  and  resources  you  will  ever 
need  to  start  the  revolution  are  ready  and 
available  online.  Many  of  the  annual  con¬ 
ferences  and  general  agencies  have  created 
valuable  resources  to  get  you  started.  Are 
you  equipped? 

Are  you  ready  for  the  revolution? 

*Carlisle  is  the  former  director  of  Web 
Ministry  at  United  Methodist 
-Communications  and  recently  launched 
Big  Heart  Design.com,  partnering  with 
organizations  to  develop  Web  sites  and 
online  applications  focused  on  advocacy, 
benevolence  and  spirituality. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)-United 
Methodist  youth  will  use  an  old  board 
game  to  try  to  set  a  new  world  record  and, 
in  the  process,  help  launch  a  ministry  to 
invite  other  teens  into  the  church  as  they 
seek  to  explore  their  faith. 

When  up  to  10,000  teens  gather  for 
Youth  2007  (http://www.youth2007.org/) 
on  July  11-15  in  Greensboro,  N.C.,  they 
can  try  to  play  “Operation”  in  less  than  one 
minute  and  two  seconds  and  earn  a  place  in 
the  Guinness  Book  of  World  Records  as 
the  fastest  game  of  Operation  ever  played. 

It’s  all  part  of  Operation  Vote,  which 
will  help  launch  a  new  denominational 
ministry  called  Igniting  Youth,  aimed  at 
welcoming  teen  seekers  into  the  life  of  the 
church. 

Part  of  the  initiative  is  a  new  interactive 
Web  site  filled  with  a  library  of  advertising 
material  for  youth  and  youth  groups  to  use 
for  local  community  outreach  and  evangel¬ 
ism,  including  a  handbook  to  help  churches 
enhance  their  teen  welcoming  ministries. 

Through  Operation  Vote,  youths  ages  14 
to  17  can  help  select  the  Web  site’s  name 
by  voting  from  a  ballot  of  five  names  sub¬ 
mitted  by  teens  from  across  the  United 
Methodist  connection. 

Among  today’s  Intemet-sawy  teens,  an 
effective  and  interactive  Web  site  is  an 
important  part  of  the  new  ministry,  and  all 
the  resources  will  be  teen-focused  and 
teen-produced,  according  to  Susan 
Crawford,  director  of  Igniting  Youth  at 
United  Methodist  Communications. 

“It  is  based  on  very  real  teen  things 
such  as  ways  to  tell  another  about  the 
youth  group,  ways  to  talk  to  the  youth 
leader  and  ways  to  talk  about  the  strange 
times  in  life  when  faith  becomes  impor¬ 
tant-like  when  you  are  upside  down  on  that 
rollercoaster,”  Crawford  said. 

Every  four  years,  The  United  Methodist 
Church  hosts  the  largest  gathering  of  youth 
from  across  the  denomination  and,  togeth¬ 
er,  they  experience  God  through  five  days 
of  ministerial,  cultural  and  spiritual  oppor¬ 
tunities.  Youth  2007  is  the  perfect  place  to 
roll  out  the  new  ministry  because  Igniting 
Youth  is  for,  with  and  about  youth,  accord¬ 


ing  to  Crawford. 

Can  you  operate  on  “Cavity  Sam”? 

Operation,  the  classic  battery-powered 
board  game  created  by  Milton  Bradley  and 
in  production  since  1965,  tests  a  player’s 
hand-eye  coordination  as  he  or  she  uses 
wired  tweezers  to  remove  1 3  plastic  “ail¬ 
ments”  from  a  patient  named  “Cavity 
Sam.”  If  the  tweezers  touch  the  metal  edge 
of  the  opening  during  the  attempt,  a  buzzer 
sounds  and  the  patient’s  nose  lights  up  red. 

It’s  not  as  easy  as  it  looks. 

To  play  Operation,  youth  at  the  2007 
assembly  must  participate  in  an  interactive 
laptop  computer  experience  about  Igniting 
Youth,  and  then  quality  for  an  attempt  to 
break  the  board  game’s  record. 

Igniting  Youth  is  the  teen  sibling  of 
denomination’s  7-year-old  adult  program 
called  Igniting  Ministry  (www.ignitingmin- 
istry.org),  an  advertising  and  welcoming 
ministry  that  targets  adults  aged  25-54 
through  traditional  media  such  television, 
posters,  door  hangers  and  billboards. 

Both  ministries  are  designed  to  raise 
awareness  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
and  target  “seekers,”  or  those  who  have  not 
been  to  a  church  worship  service  in  six 
months  and  those  not  closely  affiliated  with 
a  church.  The  two  welcoming  campaigns 
also  highlight  the  church’s  tagline  of 
“Open  Minds.  Open  Hearts.  Open  Doors.” 

Church  leaders  say  welcoming  is  a  form 
of  kindness,  hospitality  and  acceptance 
shown  to  both  guests  and  church  members 
alike.  “In  a  nation  that’s  becoming  more 
unchurched  all  the  time,  we  need  to  ensure 
that  teen  seekers  encounter  in  us  a  Christ 
that  they  want  to  know  better,”  according 
to  literature  introducing  Igniting  Youth. 

‘Soul  searching’ 

Specifically,  Igniting  Youth  is  an  evan¬ 
gelism  tool  to  reach  14-  to  18-year-olds. 
Research  indicates  that  teens,  like  adults, 
are  “soul  searching”  and  using  diverse 
means  to  connect  with  one  another  and  to 
acquire  knowledge. 

“Teens  need  to  feel  they  have  valued 
voice  with  adults,”  said  Crawford.  “They 
need  to  feel  that  the  questions  and  issues 
they  have  are  valid.” 
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A  group  with  the  Central  Texas  Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church  Youth  in 
Mission  program  stayed  at  Vivian  UMC  during  a  work  tour  of  storm  damaged  areas. 
They  were  one  of  19  groups  of  senior  high  youth  and  adult  leaders. 


Two  Conferences  come  together 


When  the  youth  coordinator  from  the 
Central  Texas  Conference  called  Kevin 
Smith,  pastor  of  Vivian  UMC,  she  asked  if 
part  of  the  Conference  Youth  in  Mission 
team  could  return  to  Vivian  after  a  positive 
experience  in  2004.  “Of  course,”  was 
Kevin’s  reply.  They  wanted  to  send  all  of 
their  youth  to  the  Katrina/Rita  affected 
areas  of  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and  Texas, 
but  they  ran  out  of  places.  The  group  in 
Vivian  was  part  of  the  Central  Texas 
Conference  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church  Youth  in  Mission  program;  and 
was  just  one  of  1 9  groups  that  made  up  a 
total  of  1700  senior  high  youth  and  adult 
leaders  across  Louisiana,  Mississippi  and 
Texas  for  a  5  day  work  experience.  There 
were  also  groups  in  Minden,  Shreveport 
and  Pineville. 

In  Vivian,  the  group  stayed  at  Vivian 
United  Methodist  Church  and  helped  1 3 
different  families  out  of  the  more  than  60 
who  requested  help.  The  work  included 
light  construction  work,  painting  and  vari¬ 
ous  of  other  jobs  that  were  identified  at 
each  home.  The  groups  began  each  morn¬ 
ing  with  a  brief  devotion  before  heading 
off  for  their  day  of  work.  While  they  were 
eating  lunch  at  the  job  site,  they  also  spent 
time  in  devotion  asking  their  clients  to  join 
them.  After  a  day  of  work,  they  headed 
back  to  the  church  for  showers  and  supper 
before  sharing  in  organized  game  time  as 
well  as  worship  each  night. 

What  this  group  did  not  realize  was  that 
they  would  be  helping  a  hurricane  affected 
family.  The  Munoz  family  left  New 


Orleans  the  night  before  Katrina  hit  and 
had  to  spend  several  nights  in  their  car. 
Somehow  they  made  it  to  Vivian  and  now 
it  is  their  home.  Pending  an  August  28 
deadline  for  getting  out  of  their  FEMA 
trailer,  they  are  working  against  the  clock 
to  get  a  rundown  house  in  Vivian  livable. 
One  work  team  from  this  group  spent 
every  day  working  with  the  Munoz  family. 
The  difference  when  you  drive  by  is  amaz¬ 
ing.  Kevin  Smith,  pastor  of  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Church  commented,  “  I  almost 
passed  the  house  when  I  drove  by  because 
it  looks  so  different.”  The  construction 
coordinator,  Bill  Haynie  even  stated  that 
they  not  only  helped  this  family,  but  they 
also  “added  value  to  the  neighborhood.” 

The  community  of  Vivian  was  very 
open  to  the  group.  The  Ministerial  Alliance 
and  the  town  council  worked  to  help  iden¬ 
tify  the  needs  in  the  area.  On  Thursday 
night,  the  police  chief  thanked  the  group  by 
providing  a  cook  out  at  the  town  square  for 
them.  The  Mayor  of  Vivian  even  designat¬ 
ed  Friday,  June  15,  2007  “Central  Texas 
Conference  Youth  in  Mission  Day.” 

When  the  new  friends  of  Vivian  United 
Methodist  Church  left  on  Saturday  morn¬ 
ing,  they  thought  it  was  the  last  time  they 
would  see  them.  And  knew  that  they  had  a 
lot  of  work  that  still  needed  to  be  done  in 
the  area.  The  pastor  just  received  a  phone 
call  from  one  of  the  groups;  they  want  to 
return  in  July  to  help  complete  some  of  the 
many  projects  that  were  not  finished  or 
started. 


Waldheim  UMC  seeks  part-time  music  director 


A  part-time  music  director  position  is 
immediately  available  at  Waldheim  United 
Methodist  Church,  located  five  miles 
northeast  of  downtown  Covington  on 
Highway  21  [Military  Road].  Founded  in 
1875,  Waldheim  UMC  is  a  “picture  post 
card”  white  steeple  church  with  a  deep 
German  heritage. 

The  position  would  require  maintenance 
of  weekly  choir  rehearsals  and  worship 


service  every  Sunday.  In  addition,  the 
music  director  will  present  special  music 
programs  throughout  the  year  [Christmas 
and  Easter],  If  interested,  please  call 
Waldheim  UMC  at  (985)  893-0609  and 
leave  your  name  and  contact  number.  Or 
send  your  resume  to  77067  Hwy.  2 1 , 
Covington,  LA  70435  and/or  email  it  to 
csfryou@charter.net 


Haven/Trinity  UMC 


Members  of  Wildwood  United 
Methodist  Chapel  in  Gleason,  Wisconsin 
drove  over  1 ,000  miles  to  present  a  check 
to  Historic  Haven/Trinity  United  Methodist 
Church  in  New  Orleans  on  June  3. 

Children  in  the  Sunday  school  program 
at  Wildwood  washed  cars  and  sold  cup¬ 
cakes  and  lemonade  to  raise  nearly  $300 
for  Haven/Trinity,  which  was  affected  by 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

“I  am  in  awe  of  their  gesture,”  said 
Rowena  Pinkie  Reddix,  Sunday  school 


superintendent.  “Three  vanloads  of  people 
took  the  time  to  drive  all  the  way  from 
Wisconsin  to  support  their  children  in 
assisting  their  peers  in  another  area  of  the 
country  devastated  by  storms.  The  price  of 
gas  for  three  vans  traveling  to  New  Orleans 
exceeded  the  contribution.” 

Reddix  added,  “Every  individual  who 
entered  my  home  on  June  3  was  of  a  dif¬ 
ferent  ethnic  hue.  This  incredible  event  def¬ 
initely  exhibited  the  ‘United’  in  United 
Methodist.” 


Members  of  Wildwood  United  Methodist  Chapel  in  Gleason,  Wisconsin  drove  over  1,000 
miles  to  present  a  check  to  Historic  Haven/Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans  for  their  Sunday  school  program.  Wildwood  Chapel  is  pictured  above. 


August  1 7-1 9  Abbeville  August  24-26  Lake  Charles 

September  7-9  New  Orleans 
Register  at  www.laumcstormrecovery.com 


JULY  13,2007 


Louisiana  Conference NtJW! 


5 


Mark  Frye,  Arnold  Baird,  Harold  Holley  and  Art  Worzell,  pictured  top,  prepare  fish  for  the 
Homecoming  Fish  Fry  hosted  by  Heflin  United  Methodist  Church  on  May  25. The  event 
generated  over  $4,500  in  donations  for  a  planned  expansion  of  the  church's  Fellowship 
Hall.  Church  members  Betty  Sanders  and  Susan  Cook,  above,  share  the  good  news 
about  the  success  of  the  fundraiser  after  the  contents  of  donation  jars  were  counted. 


Heflin  UMC 

Heflin  United  Methodist  Church  hosted 
a  Homecoming  Fish  Fry  on  May  25  which 
generated  over  $4,500  in  donations. 

The  congregation  of  Heflin  UMC  is 
planning  to  expand  their  Fellowship  Hall 
by  400  square  feet  in  order  to  provide  more 
room  for  large  receptions  and  functions;  for 
additional  space  for  Sunday  School;  and  to 
provide  a  choir  room  and  space  for  storage 
of  equipment  and  materials. 

Hughes  UMC 

Hughes  UMC  is  sponsoring  a  trip  to 
Eureka  Springs,  Ark.  to  see  the  Passion 
Play  and  other  sites  from  July  30  -Aug.  1 , 
2007.  The  cost  of  the  trip  is  $236.  The 
final  payment  is  due  July  13.  The  cost 
includes  accommodations  for  two  nights. 

Grants  available  for 

The  General  Board  of  Church  and 
Society  is  offering  grants  to  local  congre¬ 
gations.  Information  can  be  accessed  by 
clicking  on  GBCS  Peace  with  Justice 
Grants,  and /  or  GBCS  Ethnic  Local  Church 
Grants  within  the  body  of  the  attached 
electronic  newsletter  from  the  General 


“We  are  very  proud  of  the  fact  that 
Heflin  UMC  is  growing!  Ninety  four  wor¬ 
shippers  attended  our  last  Easter  service, 
with  at  least  25  percent  of  those  attending 
under  the  age  of  18.  Our  average  worship 
service  attendance  is  also  up  by  about  25 
percent  over  the  recent  past,”  said  church 
member  Cathy  Lee,  who  serves  as  chair  for 
the  Trustees  Committee. 


four  meals  and  all  ticket  fees.  A  tour  of  the 
city,  a  shopping  spree  and  other  historic 
stops  are  included  in  the  tour.  Please  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Diane  Bentley  at  (  225)  775-9332 
for  further  information. 


local  congregations 

Board  of  Church  and  Society. 

For  more  information,  please 
contact  Jim  Winkler,  GBCS  General 
Secretary,  at  the  General  Board  of  Church 
and  Society  at  202-488-5600  or  email  at: 
jwinkler@umc-gbcs.org. 


Chatham  UMC  youth  treat  adults  to  day  tour 


BY  LALA  BALL  COOPER 

When  the  tour  bus  pulled  back  into  the 
parking  lot  of  the  1st  United  Methodist 
Church  of  Chatham,  Louisiana,  on  Friday 
night,  June  1 5,  after  a  day-long  tour  of  his¬ 
torical  sites  in  Natchez,  Mississippi,  and  St. 
Francisville,  Louisiana,  the  church  youth 
and  leadership  couldn’t  help  but  be  amazed 
at  the  series  of  events  that  had  unfolded  to 
allow  them  to  provide  the  gift  of  such  a  trip 
for  the  senior  adults  of  the  church.  Setting 
the  goal  of  giving  the  gift  of  a  trip  to  the 
senior  adults  who  had  served  the  Chatham 
Church  through  the  years,  the  Chatham 
youth  under  the  co-direction  of  Lisa 
Waterman  and  Rhonda  Goodwin,  had  at 
first  hoped  to  hold  a  series  of  fund-raisers 
that  would  allow  the  group  to  pay  for  each 
senior’s  trip  as  well  as  their  own.  Before  it 
was  over,  however,  Chatham  youth  under 
their  able  co-direction  and  with  lots  of  sup¬ 
port  from  the  Chatham  Church  and  com¬ 
munity  would  not  only  raise  enough 
money  to  pay  completely  for  each  senior 
and  youth’s  day-long  trip,  but  also  to  fund 
the  trip  for  anyone  else  from  the  church 
who  wanted  to  go. 

From  6  a.m.  until  9  p.m.,  the  youth,  sen¬ 


ior  adults,  and  other  adults  from  the 
Chatham  church,  forty-three  in  all,  experi¬ 
enced  a  full  and  fun-filled  day  that  includ¬ 
ed  lunch  at  the  King’s  Tavern  in  Natchez 
and  supper  at  the  Audubon  Cafe  in  St. 
Francisville.  Historic  sites  visited  and 
toured  included  the  Natchez  City 
Cemetery,  Stanton  Hall,  Longwood 
Plantation,  John  James  Audubon  State 
Park,  the  Oakley  House,  and  the  Myrtles 
Plantation. 

Holding  a  series  of  fund-raisers  which 
included  a  fish  fry,  a  Super  Bowl  Sunday 
Sandwich  luncheon,  a  soup  supper,  cake 
auction,  and  car  wash,  the  Chatham  youth 
and  leaders  raised  funds  sufficient  to  char¬ 
ter  a  tour  bus,  pay  for  meals,  and  pay  for 
tickets  for  all  events  for  everybody — yes, 
everybody — all  forty-three  of  them. 

“We  didn’t  let  anything  stand  in  the 
way,”  comments  Waterman.  “We  even  car¬ 
ried  a  wheel-chair  to  make  sure  that  every¬ 
one  could  make  it  through  the  walking 
parts  of  the  day.” 

Brothers  AJlen  Michael  and  Cody 
Goodwin  both  agreed,  “We  love  our  senior 
adults”  and  "It  was  fun  to  do  this  for  every¬ 
body.” 


Chatham  UMC  youth  stop  for  a  minute  to  celebrate  their  successful  mission  project 
around  the  fountain  at  Myrtles  Plantation  in  St.  Francisville,  Louisiana. 


Free  clinic  seeks  experienced  executive  director 


A  dynamic,  experienced  Executive 
Director  is  needed  to  provide  leadership  for 
Luke’s  House,  a  new  non-profit,  free  clinic 
that  will  address  the  medical,  mental  and 
spiritual  health  concerns  of  the  post- 
Katrina  New  Orleans  community.  Primary 
responsibilities  include  overseeing  the 
launch  of  the  clinic,  outreach,  volunteer 
scheduling/training,  financial  oversight  and 
operations  administration. 


The  ideal  candidate  is  a  self-starter  who 
possesses  strong  organizational  skills, 
excellent  written  and  oral  communication 
skills,  and  the  ability  to  work  independent¬ 
ly,  managing  multiple  priorities.  Being 
bilingual  is  a  plus.  If  interested,  please  send 
your  cover  letter  and  resume  to  Luke’s 
House,  3900  St.  Charles  Ave.,  New 
Orleans,  LA  701 15;  or  fax  the  resume  to 
(504)  899-4212. 


La  UMC  sponsored  student  graduates  from  Africa  University 


Wadzanai  Matowanika  of  Zimbabwe 
graduated  with  honors  June  9  with  a 
Bachelor  of  Science  degree  from  Africa 
University. 

Ms.  Matowanika  attended  the  university 
on  an  endowed  scholarship  from  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church. 

“Your  endowed  scholarship  has  afford¬ 
ed  Wadzanai  an  opportunity  that  she  other¬ 
wise  would  not  have  had,”  wrote  Elaine 
Jenkins,  director  of  Planned  Giving. 

At  the  June  9  ceremonies,  340  persons 


were  conferred  undergraduate  and  graduate 
degrees,  bringing  the  total  number  of 
Africa  University  graduates  to  over  3,300 
persons. 

“These  young  men  and  women  have 
been  deployed  across  the  continent  of 
Africa  and  are  in  the  vanguard  of  the 
changes  that  are  sweeping  across  the  conti¬ 
nent.  Thank  you  for  continuing  to  believe 
in  the  future  of  Africa  University  and  in  the 
worth  of  its  mission  to  train  new  leaders 
for  the  nations  of  Africa,”  added  Jenkins. 
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Mt.  Sequoyah  Retreat  Center  sets  schedule  of  studies  and  retreats 


Course  of  Study/Formation  Event 

The  Course  of  Study/Formation  Event 
September  4-11  at  Mount  Sequoyah  is 
planned  for  persons  who  need  to  fulfill 
their  Doctrine  and  Polity  requirements  in 
the  Course  of  Study.  Persons  who  have 
previously  served  in  other  denominations 
are  encouraged  to  attend.  Retired  Bishop 
Bruce  Blake  is  the  Dean  of  the  School  and 
Polity  instructor  and  Retired  Bishop 
William  Dew  will  be  the  instructor  of 
United  Methodist  Doctrine.  For  questions 
concerning  registration  email 
ssteuber@kswestumc.org ,  call  316-686- 
0600. 

Interim  Ministry  Training 

SCJ  College  of  Bishops,  in  con¬ 
junction  with  The  Intentional  Growth 
Center  will  offer  an  Interim  Ministry 
Training  Seminar.  It  is  a  three-phase  train¬ 
ing  program.  Phase  I  &  III  will  be  held  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  September  25-28,  2007 
and  April  1-3,  2008.  Phase  II  is  a  5  month 
period  of  work  in  one's  home  parish.  Dr. 
Kenneth  Lambert.  Coordinator  for 
Intentional  Interim  Ministry  Training  at 
The  Intentional  Growth  Center  will  be  con¬ 
ducting  the  training.  For  more  information 
call  Kenneth  Lambert,  The  Intentional 
Growth  Center,  800-482-1442  Ext  723. 

SO  Senior  Adult  Retreat  -  Leaves  of  Gold 

Leaves  of  Gold  will  be  held  October  15- 
1 8,  2007  at  Mount  Sequoyah  in 
Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  It  features  Rev. 
David  Lux  from  St  Paul  UMC  in  Lincoln, 
NE  preaching.  Rev.  David  Hawkins  from 
FUMC  in  Greenwood,  AR,  Bible  study 

New  Churches,  from  page  1 

last  two  years  has  been  between  five  and 

ten  percent,”  said  Stephens. 

It  is  expected  that  the  population  of  over 
83,000  people  currently  in  the  Denham 
Springs/Walker  area  will  increase  over  15 
percent  in  the  next  five  years;  a  population 
of  82,000  will  increase  over  14  percent  in 
next  five  years  in  Prairieville;  and  the 
Tangipahoa  target  area,  boasting  a  popula¬ 
tion  of  92,000,  will  increase  over  seven 
percent  in  the  same  time  frame. 

“The  Hammond/Ponchatoula  area  is 
unique  in  that  it  is  developing  as  a  ‘linear’ 
city,  growing  on  a  line  between  Springfield 
and  Robert.  There  are  many  new  housing 
additions,  spread  out  along  this  line  and 
covering  the  whole  parish.  Potential  satel¬ 
lite  congregations  are  a  real  possibility  in 
this  type  of  “linear”  city,”  said  Stephens. 

Rev.  Jack  O’Dell  is  serving  as  the 
planter  for  the  new  church  start  in  the 
Tangipahoa  area.  The  church  will  be 
known  as  The  Well,  with  an  emphasis  on 
offering  a  faith  community  for  those  who 
have  been  displaced  or  disconnected  from 
the  church,  according  to  O’Dell. 

“Some  of  this  disconnectedness  is  attrib¬ 
uted  to  the  events  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

For  others,  the  disconnect  from  The  United 
Methodist  Church  has  happened  for  other 
reasons,”  said  O’Dell,  who  added  that  The 
Well  will  use  media,  music  and  drama  to 
re-present  the  Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  while 
connecting  with  current  cultural  norms. 

Tangipahoa  Parish  has  seen  an  influx  of 
an  estimated  1 5,000  persons  that  has  driven 
the  housing  market  from  200  to  300  starts  a 
year,  said  O’Dell.  “There  are  currently 


leader  and  Alicia  Opoku,  from  St  Paul 
UMC  in  Lincoln,  NE  worship  leader.  In 
addition,  the  three  day  retreat  will  be  filled 
with  workshops,  classes  and  tours  of  local 
attractions.  Come  join  the  fun!  Meet  new 
people,  renew  old  friendships  and  relax  in 
the  peaceful  environment  that  awaits  you  at 
Mount  Sequoyah. 

Navigating  The  Single  Life 
SCJ  Singles  Retreat 

The  South  Central  Jurisdiction  weekend 
retreat  tor  single  adults  will  be  November 
2-4.  2007  at  Mount  Sequoyah  Conference 
and  Retreat  Center  in  Fayetteville, 
Arkansas.  Come  join  us  as  we  leam  about 
how  God  wants  to  help  us  navigate  the  sin¬ 
gle  life  and  how  in  doing  so,  we  can 
become  better  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ. 

Singer,  humorist,  folk-theologian. 

United  Methodist  minister  and  Fly-By- 
Night  recording  artist  Ed  Kilboume  will  be 
the  keynote  speaker.  This  years  special 
musical  guests  are  the  Sounds  of  Victory, 
winners  of  the  2006  Diamond  Award  for 
Sunrise  group  of  the  year. 

This  is  an  excellent  retreat  and  opportu¬ 
nity  for  the  singles  of  your  church.  With 
something  scheduled  for  everyone  you  will 
definitely  want  to  be  a  part  of  this  years' 
event. 

Save  the  Date-  March  7-9, 2008 
Caring  for  Creation  Conference 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  Caring  for 
Creation  Conference  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
Conference  and  Retreat  Center  March  7-9, 
2008.  This  faith-based  conference  will 
bring  together  faith  communities  to  study 

12,93 1  housing  starts  according  to  a  sur¬ 
vey  done  by  Stirling  Properties.” 

The  Well  is  already  involved  in  one  of 
the  key  outreach  ministries  in  Tangipahoa 
parish  called  Our  Daily  Bread.  A  missions 
Saturday  will  be  held  in  August  in  coopera¬ 
tion  with  Habitat  for  Humanity  to  generate 
local  interest.  “The  church  plans  to  have  a 
strong  local  and  international  missions  pro¬ 
gram,”  said  O’Dell,  who  plans  to  start  a 
book  club  and  other  small  “pod”  groups  in 
the  fall  to  attract  those  who  are  interested 
in  becoming  a  part  of  the  new  church. 

Like  The  Well,  New  Song  -  the  new 
church  start  led  by  Rev.  Trey  Harris  in 
Prairieville  will  also  offer  a  less  traditional 
approach.  “NewSong  will  offer  a  casual 
dress  code,  vibrant  and  uplifting  worship, 
biblical  preaching  and  teaching,  and  inten¬ 
tional  outreach  to  the  community  and 
world,”  said  Harris  in  describing  the  new 
church,  which  will  be  located  on  Old 
Perkins  Road. 

Harris  added,  “Ascension  Parish  has 
grown  at  an  enormous  rate  and  Prairieville 
is  an  excellent  place  for  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  offer  a  new  faith  community. 
The  United  Methodist  Church  has  much  to 
offer  the  families  as  they  deal  with  raising 
children  and  living  their  lives  in  an  often 
stressful  world.” 

Rev.  Leslie  Stephens,  who  will  lead  the 
new  church  start  in  the  Denham 
Springs/Walker  area,  was  not  as  certain 
about  her  journey  initially.  “When  I  was 
asked  to  attend  an  informational  meeting 
about  starting  a  new  church,  I  didn’t  under¬ 
stand  why  anyone  would  want  to  leave  the 
relative  comfort  of  an  established  congre¬ 
gation  for  the  unpredictable  wilderness 


and  take  action  on  issues  of  creation  care. 

Dr.  J  Matthew  Sleeth  author  of  “Serve 
God,  Save  the  Planet:  A  Christian  Call  to 
Action”  is  the  keynote  speaker.  Dr.  Sleeth 
resigned  from  his  position  as  chief  of  the 
medical  staff  and  director  of  the  ER  to  lec¬ 
ture,  write,  and  preach  about  creation  care 
and  the  environment. 

There  will  be  several  different  work¬ 
shops  and  speakers  with  ideas  and  pro¬ 
grams  to  help  develop  initiatives  and  pro¬ 
grams  in  your  local  church  and  communi¬ 
ties. 

Mount  Sequoyah  UNplugged 
Singer/Songwriter  Retreat 

The  weekend  retreat,  sponsored  by 
Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  &  Retreat 
Center,  is  scheduled  for  August  17-19  at 
the  Conference  Center  in  Fayetteville.  The 
retreat  will  feature  a  workshop  and  concert 
on  Saturday  by  3  time  Grammy  Award 
nominee  Trout  Fishing  in  America.  Song 
Circles  in  the  evenings  will  give  everyone 
a  chance  to  share  their  songs  with  other 
songwriters  in  the  supportive  and  peaceful 
environment  of  the  Mountain.  The  event 
will  also  include  workshops  featuring  noted 
singer/songwriters. 

The  retreat  is  open  to  all  musicians. 
Details  about  the  retreat  and  registration 
information  are  available  online. 

For  more  information  on  all  retreat  and 
study  opportunities  at  Mount  Sequoyah 
visit  www.mountsequoyah.org  or  call  800- 
760-8126. 


known  as  the  mission  field. . .  least  of  all 
me,  a  newly  ordained  mother  of  two  small 
kids.  I  determined  before  I  even  left  the 
house  that  no  matter  what  I  learned  at  the 
meeting,  this  kind  of  thing  wasn’t  for  me.  I 
should  have  known  better.” 

Stephens  said  that  as  she  sat  in  the 
meeting  room  that  day,  listening  to  the  pas¬ 
sion  in  the  voices  of  the  facilitators,  she 
was  inspired.  “Something  came  alive  with¬ 
in  me.  I  began  to  get  excited  about  both  our 
current  churches  and  those  that  had  yet  to 
be  bom.  My  heart  began  to  ache  for  the 
growing  number  of  people  who,  for  What¬ 
ever  reason,  were  disconnected  from  the 
church,  and  a  desire  began  to  grow  within 
me  to  create  new  ways  to  reach  them.” 

Rev.  Steve  Stephens  said  that  finding 
and  cultivating  church  planters  is  a  multi- 
step  process.  “Potential  church  planters  are 
invited  to  discern  whether  or  not  they  are 
called  to  this  process.  Through  an  1 8- 
month  process,  these  pastors  are  trained 
extensively  and  assessed  through  inter¬ 
views.  After  they  are  appointed  to  plant  a 
church,  they  establish  goals  and  strategies, 
by  which  they  will  be  evaluated.  They  are 
supported  and  coached  to  give  them  every 
tool  for  success,”  he  said. 

All  three  of  the  new  church  starts  are  in 
the  Baton  Rouge  district,  and  will  be  able 
to  support  one  another  and  share  some 
resources,”  added  Stephens. 

The  intention  with  every  new  start  is  to 
follow  a  process  that  will  offer  the  best 
possibilities  for  launching  large,  effective 
congregations. 

“Each  planter  will  spend  13-20 
months  acquiring  a  critical  mass  of  people 
before  having  the  first  worship  service.  The 


Job  Opportunities 

University  UMC 
Lake  Charles 

University  United  Methodist  Church 
(a  congregation  averaging  210  in  wor¬ 
ship  in  a  progressive  SW  Louisiana  city 
of  70,000  just  2  Vi  hours  east  of 
Houston,  TX)  is  seeking  a  full-time 
staff  person  with  passion,  vision,  and 
training  to  lead  and  strengthen  a  min¬ 
istry  with  children,  youth,  and  their 
families.  A  strong,  winsome  Christian 
faith,  a  deep  love  for  young  people,  and 
good  organizational  and  communica¬ 
tions  skills  are  required;  a  degree  in 
Christian  Education  or  its  equivalent, 
experience  with  both  children  and 
youth,  and  musical  skills  are  preferred. 
Salary  and  benefits  competitive.  To 
send  inquiries  and  resumes  with  refer¬ 
ences  or  request  a  job  description  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Charlie  Langford,  3501 
Patrick  St.,  Lake  Charles,  LA  70605- 
1717,  337-477-2003,  377-478-8106 
(fax),  or  clangford@universi- 
tymethodist.com. 

St.  Andrews  UMC 
Baton  Rouge 

Director  of  Children’s  Ministry  (ages 
birth  through  6th  grade)  needed  at 
St.Andrew’s  UMC.  Experience  pre¬ 
ferred.  Salaried,  part-time  position. 

Send  resume  to: 
info@standrewsumc.net. 


planters'  ministry  focus  is  outward  -  net¬ 
working  in  the  community,  meeting  with 
people  individually  and  in  small  groups, 
gaining  critical  mass  and  spiritual  momen¬ 
tum.  In  the  months  to  come,  each  planter 
will  form  a  Launch  Team,  who  will  pray, 
leam  and  v,  k  together  to  prepare  for  the 
launch  of  the  church’s  worship.  The  goal  of 
this  process  is  to  insure  that,  when  the 
church  launches  its  corporate  worship,  it 
will  be  a  vital  congregation  of  120  or  more 
adi  Its  in  worship.  The  size  of  the  worship- 
in  r  congregation  at  the  launch  of  public 
orship  is  critical  to  the  church’s  success,” 
he  added. 

A  second  class  of  planters  began  the  1 8- 
month  training  process  in  January  of  2007. 

Rev.  Leslie  Stephens  looked  back  at  the 
process  which  has  brought  her  to  her  cur¬ 
rent  role  as  a  new  church  planter.  “Our 
denomination  is  so  rich  and  has  so  much  to 
offer  the  world.  Our  social  principles,  our 
understanding  of  grace,  our  love  of  mis¬ 
sion,  and  our  willingness  to  open  our 
hearts,  minds,  and  doors  to  all  of  God’s 
people  is  unparalleled.  This  church,  which 
will  serve  Livingston  Parish,  will  be  known 
as  Faith  Crossing  UMC.  We  are  so  blessed 
to  have  a  number  of  great  churches  in  this 
area  already  and  I  believe  that  together  we 
will  continue  to  make  a  difference  for  both 
the  United  Methodist  church  and  most 
importantly  for  Christ.” 

Those  wishing  to  find  out  more  about 
the  new  church  starts  may  visit  the  respec¬ 
tive  websites  at  www.newumc.org  for 
NewSong  UMC;  www.thewellumc.com  for 
The  Well  UMC;  and 
www.faithcrossingumc.org  for  Faith 
Crossing  UMC. 
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Rev.  Cynthia  Wilson,  guest  musician,  is  shown  leading  a  Gospel  Choir  of  conference 
members  during  the  Baptismal  Reaffirmation  service  held  the  evening  of  June  5  during 
the  2007  La.  Annual  Conference  in  Baton  Rouge. 


'Open  hearts' campaign  expands  church's  reach 


NASHVILLE,  Term.  (UMNS)-Now  in 
its  seventh  year,  the  “Open  hearts.  Open 
minds.  Open  doors”  campaign  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  is  reaching  more 
“seekers”  each  year,  according  to  new 
research. 

Thirty  percent  of  those  surveyed  in 
2006  were  aware  of  the  campaign,  up  from 
27  percent  the  previous  year  and  14  per¬ 
cent  in  2001  when  the  campaign  began. 

“The  impact  of  the  advertising  is  that 
awareness  is  growing  from  year  to  year,” 
said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  chief  executive 
of  United  Methodist  Communications. 

In  2006,  the  church  spent  more  than  $6 
million  on  the  campaign,  which  primarily 
paid  for  television  ads  but  also  included 
billboard  ads  and  radio  and  cinema  spots, 
according  to  Diane  Denton,  a  spokes¬ 
woman  for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  purpose  of  the  campaign  is  to 
increase  awareness  and  recognition  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church’s  beliefs  and  to 
promote  willingness  to  visit  a  United 
Methodist  church  among  people  ages  21- 
60  who  do  not  attend  a  United  Methodist 
church  and  are  searching  spiritually. 

Each  year,  United  Methodist 
Communications  commissions  independent 
research  about  the  effectiveness  of  the 
denomination’s  “open  hearts”  advertising 


campaign. 

Highlights  of  the  research  shows: 

Thirty-seven  percent  of  the  over  1200 
respondents  said  their  impression  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church  was  very  or 
somewhat  favorable; 

Those  who  had  seen  the  advertising 
were  47  percent  more  likely  to  have  a 
favorable  impression  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  than  those  who  had  not; 

Nearly  half  of  the  target  audience-47 
percent-expressed  willingness  to  attend  a 
United  Methodist  church,  with  1 1  percent 
being  very  willing; 

Fifty-eight  percent  of  those  exposed  to 
the  advertising  recalled  the  tagline:  “Open 
hearts.  Open  minds.  Open  doors.”; 

Seventeen  percent  said  they  would  defi¬ 
nitely  or  probably  visit  a  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  next  three  months. 

The  survey  also  looked  at  10  different 
statements  about  United  Methodists  to 
measure  respondents’  perceptions  of  the 
denomination.  Slightly  more  than  half  of 
those  surveyed  agreed  with  the  top  five 
perceptions  of  United  Methodists  as  people 
who:  care  for  and  support  each  other; 
accept  people  from  different  walks;  would 
accept  you  for  who  you  are;  help  people  in 
the  community;  and  care  about  justice  and 
peace  for  all  people. 


Challenges,  from  page  7 

Also  included  are  liturgies  written  by 
the  Rev.  Laura  J.  Bender,  a  Navy  chaplain, 
to  send  soldiers  off  to  war  and  welcome 
them  back  home.  (See  related  story, 
“Liturgies  provide  comfort,  support  to  serv¬ 
ice  members.”) 

The  packet  was  developed  by  a  task 
force  of  the  United  Methodist  boards  of 
Church  and  Society  and  Higher  Education 
and  Ministry.  A  letter  from  the  agencies’ 
top  executives,  Jim  Winkler  and  the  Rev. 
Jerome  King  Del  Pino,  also  thanks  congre¬ 
gations  for  their  support  of  the  United 
Methodist  Endorsing  Agency’s  phone  card 
program. 

“The  main  focus  for  the  past  four  years 
of  the  United  Methodist  Endorsing  Agency 
has  been  the  phone  card  program  in  sup¬ 
port  of  deployed  service  members,”  the  let¬ 


ter  states.  “Your  congregations  have  pro¬ 
vided  over  1 1  million  phone  card  minutes 
for  service  members  to  maintain  contact 
with  their  families  and  loved  ones.  This 
expression  of  support  for  our  service  mem¬ 
bers  in  hann’s  way  is  deeply  appreciated.” 

Recognizing  that  chaplains  and 
deployed  pastors  are  among  those  needing 
denominational  and  congregational  sup¬ 
port,  the  packet  includes  guidelines  for 
bishops,  cabinets,  chaplains  and  congrega¬ 
tions  in  case  of  the  mobilization  and 
deployment  of  guard  and  reserve  pastors. 

Chaplains  and  pastors  are  both  spiritual 
care  providers  and  ministers.  Both  are 
ordained  and  connected  to  annual  (region¬ 
al)  conferences. 

In  a  gathering  of  active  and  retired  mili¬ 
tary  chaplains  held  in  Nashville,  pastors 
spoke  of  the  challenges  of  deployment  both 
personally  and  for  congregations. 


THE  SIXTH  ANNUAL 
W.T.  HANDY  CONVOCATION 
A  CROSS  CULTURAL 
EXPERIENCE 

The  Sixth  Annual  W. T.  Handy  Convocation 
Dillard  University,  New  Orleans. 

November  16-17, 2007 

Theme:"With  God  All  Things  Are  Possible !" 

Guest  Speaker:  Dr.  William  B.  McClain 
Mary  Elizabeth  Joyce  Professor  of  Preaching  and  Worship 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  Washington  D.  C. 

Host  Hotel:  Holiday  Inn  Downtown  Superdome 
330  Loyola  Avenue,  New  Orleans,  LA 
(504)  581-1600 

Overnight  accommodations  are  not  included  in  the 
registration  fee.  Contact  Holiday  Inn  for  room  reservations. 

Room  Block  Cutoff  Date  is  October  1 5, 2007. 

Registration  Fees:  Adults  $35  Young  Adults  &  Youth  $20 

NAME _ 

ADDRESS _ 

CITY _ 

STATE _ ZIP _ 

PHONE  NO. _ 

EMAIL _ 

CHURCH  NAME _ 

CHURCH  DISTRICT _ 

CHURCH  POSITION _ 

YOUTH _ YOUNG  ADULT _ 

ADULT _ 


MAKE  CHECKS  PAYABLE  TO:  LA  ANNUAL  CONFERENCE 
MAIL  YOUR  REGISTRATION  FORM  TO: 

LA  UM  CONFERENCE  OFFICE  OF  MULTICULTURAL  MINISTRIES 

527  North  Blvd. 

Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Chaplains  retiring  from  military  service 
often  encounter  problems  returning  to  local 
congregations.  At  the  same  time,  congrega¬ 
tions  don’t  always  know  how  to  deal  with 
pastors  suddenly  called  away  from  the  pul¬ 
pit  for  extended  periods. 

Questions  arise  around  pensions,  hous¬ 
ing,  appointments  and  family  and  emotion¬ 
al  issues. 

The  United  Methodist  Endorsing 
Agency,  part  of  the  Board  of  Higher 
Education  and  Ministry,  maintains  endorse¬ 
ment  for  approximately  400  United 
Methodist  pastors  serving  as  military  chap- 
lains.Since  Sept.  11,  2001,  the  number  and 
length  of  deployments  have  increased  the 
burdens  on  families  and  churches. 
Mobilization  for  active  duty  and  deploy¬ 
ments  are  ranging  from  90  days  to  1 8  or 
more  months. 

The  deployments  create  challenges  for 


church  leadership  and  congregations  along 
with  reintegration  issues  for  families  and 
churches  due  to  post-traumatic  stress  from 
combat  or  prolonged  separation. 

Guidelines  provided  by  the  endorsing 
agency  look  at  questions  such  as:  Does 
mobilization  change  a  pastor’s  relationship 
with  the  annual  conference?  How  long  may 
a  chaplain  be  mobilized?  Should  the  family 
be  allowed  to  live  in  the  parsonage  if  the 
pastor  is  deployed? 

The  guidelines  also  suggest  ways  to  care 
for  families  and  pastors  at  each  stage  of 
mobilization  and  deployment. 

“The  church  can  provide  a  very  unique 
ministry  in  helping  combat  veterans  and 
their  families,”  Morris  said.  “With  under¬ 
standing  comes  the  opportunity  to  minis¬ 
ter.” 
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Ground  broken  for  Zimbabwe  United  Methodist  Church 


BY  SHAUN  A.  LANE 

MURADZIKWA,  Zimbabwe 
(UMNS) — The  words  sacrifice  and  faith 
had  new  meaning  for  members  of  a  con¬ 
gregation  gathered  for  the  groundbreaking 
of  their  new  church  building  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  new  Muradzikwa  United  Methodist 
Church  will  be  built  300  yards  from  the 
current  structure. 

“Everyone  is  welcome  here,”  sang  the 
choir  in  their  native  Shona  language  as 
Dawson  Pasirai,  vice  district  lay  leader  of 
the  Zimbabwe  Conference,  reflected  on  the 
strength  of  the  300-member  church  and  the 
significance  of  the  June  10  groundbreak¬ 
ing. 

“They  have  had  the  vision  of  a  new 
church  for  a  while  now,”  said  Pasirai,  “and 
the  members  here  have  very  little  money. 
But  they  walk  on  faith,  and  now  they  are 
on  the  verge  of  having  a  new  church.” 

Taking  part  in  the  service  were 
Zimbabwe  United  Methodist  Church  offi¬ 
cials,  including  Bishop  Eben  Nhiwatiwa, 
and  a  delegation  from  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  Annual  (regional)  Conference, 
including  Bishop  John  R.  Schol. 

The  Baltimore- Washington  Conference 
has  been  in  partnership  with  the  two 
Zimbabwe  annual  conferences  since  1 996. 

“The  Baltimore- Washington 
Conference  partnership  with  us  is  signifi¬ 
cant  in  many  ways,”  said  Nhiwatiwa. 
“Bishop  Schol  has  helped  to  equip  our  pas¬ 
tors  with  leadership.  And  more  important¬ 
ly,  it  gives  us  an  opportunity  to  exchange 
ideas  with  them.” 

During  the  ceremony,  Nhiwatiwa  asked 
church  members  if  they  had  the  necessary 
materials — bricks,  mortar  and  other  build¬ 
ing  essentials — to  complete  the  project. 
When  they  answered  “yes”  to  all  of  the 
questions,  he  pronounced  the  church  ready 
to  begin  building. 

“They  still  need  the  money  to  build,” 
Nhiwatiwa  said.  “But  we  cannot  promise 
them  anything.  The  church  has  to  step  for¬ 
ward.” 

Pasirai  said  the  estimated  cost  of  the 
project  is  $10,000.  but  he  is  confident  the 
money  will  come. 

“We  will  work  on  faith,”  he  said.  “We 
do  good  things  here  and  we  want  to  do 
more.  God  will  provide.  And  our  members 
will  come  through  when  needed.” 

Schol  said  the  conference’s  Hope  Fund 
and  Bel  Air  United  Methodist  Church  will 
help  to  close  the  financial  gap,  but  the  peo¬ 
ple  of  Muradzikwa  are  giving  generously 
now. 

After  the  ceremonial  groundbreaking, 
congregants  walked  up  to  the  groundbreak¬ 
ing  hole  and  placed  money  in  if  singing 
and  dancing  the  entire  time. 

“They  make  sacrifices  every  day  just  to 
survive  sometimes,  so  giving  extra  money 
for  a  new  building  will  not  break  them,” 
Pasirai  said.  “This  church  started  in  1 905 
and  God  has  provided  every  step  of  the 
way.  This  will  not  be  any  different.  We 
serve  a  very  good  God 
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Members  of  Muradzikwa  United  Methodist  Church  in  Zimbabwe  gather  to  witness  the  groundbreaking  ceremony  for  their  new  sanc- 
d"  u006  1  ?’ A  1 3  member  delegation  from  the  Baltimore-Washington  Annual  Conference  attended  the  service. The  team,  head¬ 
ed  by  Bishop  John  R.  Schol,  was  in  the  southeastern  African  country  to  distribute  insecticide-treated  bed  nets  to  help  prevent  malaria 
The  two  conferences  have  been  in  partnership  since  1 996.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Shaun  Lane. 


“I  know  if  I  live  ‘til  I’m 
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I’ll  still  be  collecting  income  from  my 


Charitable  Gift  Annuity. 
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Create  income  for  life!  A  charitable  gift 
annuity  through  your  United  Methodist 
Foundation  can  provide: 

•  Income  for  as  long  as  you  live 

•  Rates  of  up  to  1 1.3%,  depending  on  age 

•  A  charitable  income  tax  deduction 

•  The  satisfaction  of  supporting  your  faith 


Find  out  how  a  charitable  gift  annuity  can  work  for  you. 

Contact  us  for  a  FREE  brochure, 

“Charitable  Gift  Annuities:  A  Win-Win  Proposition.” 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


Create  your  own  annuity  illustration  online  at 
www.umfgiving.org 
Phone:  (800)256-9317  or  (225)346-1535 
E-mail:  info@umf.org 


Always  consult  your  financial  advisor  before  making  this  or  any  other  significant  financial  decision. 
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Editor’s  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
devoted  to  telling  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission-volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping  oth¬ 
ers,  here  at  home  and  around  the  world. 
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Volunteers  in  Mission  2007 

La.  Wesley  Foundations  serve  the  world  for  Christ 


Jonathon  Bevil  didn’t  expect  to  meet 
a  “super  star”  on  his  way  to  a  LAVJM 
mission  in  Tampico,  Mexico. 

“Our  group  from  the  Louisiana  Tech 
Wesley  Foundation  arrived  at  the 
Houston  airport  and  some  of  our  group 
spotted  Bono,  the  lead  singer  for  U-2. 
We  got  to  meet  him  and  take  a  picture 
with  him  before  we  boarded  our  plane 
for  Tampico,”  said  Bevil,  who  led  the 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  in 
May  and  June  of  this  year. 


The  Louisiana  Tech  student  is  quick 
to  add  that  the  true  “super  stars”  were 
the  people  of  Tampico  who  his  team  of 
12  volunteers  were  privileged  to  serve 
during  the  30  day  period. 

La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  from 
Wesley  Foundations  throughout  the  con¬ 
ference  have  had  the  same  positive  mis¬ 
sion  experience  as  they  served  in  Peru, 
South  Africa,  the  Bahamas,  Jamaica  and 
other  parts  of  the  world  to  serve  Christ. 

“It  is  an  integral  part  of  the  lives  of 


these  young  adults  to  have  a  mission 
experience.  It  changes  how  they  will  live 
the  rest  of  their  life,”  said  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  LAVIM  director.  “Our  confer¬ 
ence  mission  statement  says,  ‘Raise  up 
spiritual  leaders  in  order  to  make  disci¬ 
ples  of  Jesus  Christ.  ’  Through  local  and 
international  missions,  LAVIM  is  partic¬ 
ipating  in  a  very  important  way  in  the 
faith  growth  of  these  young  people.” 

Andrew  Connell,  a  member  of  the 

See  Wesley,  page  6 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  from  Wesley  Foundations  through¬ 
out  the  conference  are  shown  on  several  recent  international  missions. 
Clockwise  from  left,  students  from  Northwestern's  Wesley  Foundation  are 
pictured  with  locals  in  the  Bahamas;  a  volunteer  from  Louisiana  Tech 
works  on  the  foundation  for  the  Methodist  church's  new  fellowship  hall  in 
Tampico,  Mexico;  and  students  from  Tulane  University's  Wesley  Foundation 
level  cement  for  a  project  at  the  Methodist  church  in  Valle  Hermosa,  Mex. 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Another  Step  Toward  Maturity 


I  took  one  more  giant  step  today  in 
my  journey  toward  “maturity.”  I  filed 
for  Social  Security  benefits!  In  fact,  Kay 
and  I  together  filed  at  the  advice  of  our 
financial  advisor.  It  was  an  interesting 
experience. 

We  arrived  at  the  Social  Security 
office  early  and  joined  in  a  growing  line 
of  clients  who  were  waiting  for  the  doors 
to  open.  As  you  may  know,  the  system 
by  which  you  are  seen  is  a  “take  a  num¬ 
ber  and  sit  and  wait  until  your  number  is 
called”  system.  So  it  is  important  to  get 
there  as  early  as  possible  and  to  receive 
the  lowest  number  possible.  As  I  looked 
around  at  all  who  were  in  line,  I  couldn’t 
help  but  notice  that  I  was  the  only  one 
sporting  a  necktie!  All  others  looked 
relaxed  and  as  if  they  were  on  a  routine 
outing. 

After  we  were  admitted  to  the  build¬ 
ing,  a  very  helpful  woman  was  standing 
at  the  computer  you  had  to  encounter 
before  you  could  receive  your  number.  I 
was  certainly  glad  to  see  her  because  I 
always  question  my  computer  skills. 

And  this  was  one  appointment  I  wanted 
to  get  right!  The  “computer  angel” 
punched  in  numbers  adeptly  and  handed 
us  a  slip  of  paper  and  said,  “This  is  your 
ticket.”  I  felt  like  I  was  on  my  way  to  a 
trip  I  had  waited  to  take  for  at  least  65 
years  and  8  months! 

We  sat  and  waited  for  about  two 
hours  before  we  finally  were  called  to 
approach  “Window  #  15.”  Behind  that 
counter  was  a  lovely  and  competent 
woman  who  greeted  us  with  a  smile  and 
suggested  we  should  feel  like  we  had 
finally  won  the  lottery  because  our  win¬ 
ning  “tickef  ’  had  been  called.  We  told 
her  our  reason  for  being  there  and  she 
began  to  walk  us  through  a  series  of 
questions  and  a  series  of  confirmations 
about  what  we  could  expect.  In  about  an 
hour  we  were  through  and  she  told  us 
how  much  we  could  expect  to  be 
deposited  in  our  account  beginning  in 
September,  and  asked  if  we  had  any  fur¬ 
ther  questions.  Having  none,  we  said  we 
thought  we  had  asked  all  we  knew  to  ask 
and  had  done  all  we  came  to  do.  She 
wished  us  well  and  we  walked  out  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration  office 
prepared  to  begin  being  the  recipients  of 
the  benefits  of  our  years  of  labor. 

It  was  like  another  day  in  the  life  of . . 
. .  I  guess  I  expected  bells  to  ring  and 
planets  to  whirl  faster  in  their  orbit  and 
for  my  head  to  spin  and  my  step  to  be 
lighter.  But,  it  wasn’t  any  of  that.  It  was 
more  of  a  routine  experience  and  certain¬ 


ly  didn’t  give  me  a  “buzz.”  Maybe  I’ll 
be  a  little  more  charged-up  when  I  see 
the  first  deposit  in  my  bank  account! 

All  the  while  I  couldn’t  help  but  think 
of  one  biblical  admonition  about  growing 
older.  Do  you  recall  the  scene  when 
Jesus  was  talking  with  Peter  following 
the  fishing  expedition  shortly  after  Jesus’ 
death?  Jesus  told  Peter  at  that  time, 
“When  you  were  young,  you  girded 
yourself  and  walked  where  you  would; 
but  when  you  are  old,  you  will  stretch 
out  your  hands,  and  another  will  gird  you 
and  carry  you  where  you  do  not  wish  to 
go.”  (John  21:18  RS V)  I  guess  in  some 
ways  I  thought  1  would  feel  as  if  a  door 
was  closing  behind  me,  but  it  only  felt 
like  a  door  was  opening  in  front  of  me! 
And  that  was  a  relieved  feeling. 

I  ponder  those  days  when  I  won’t  be 
able  to  gird  myself  and  walk  where  I 
want.  I  don’t  relish  the  thought  of  hav¬ 
ing  another  have  to  dress  me  and  carry 
me  to  and  fro  and  mostly  where  I  do  not 
want  to  go!  But,  fortunately,  those  days 
aren’t  here  yet  and  I  still  have  much  to 
do,  strength  to  do  it  and  much  life  to 
share! 

Which  leads  me  to  the  point  of  this 
article.  There  are  so  many  opportunities 
for  mission  and  service  offered  to  me  and 
to  you  through  our  Louisiana  Volunteers 
in  Mission.  I  want  to  do  as  many  things 
like  this  as  possible  before  I  am  unable  to 
help  those  who  need  a  little  extra  boost 
in  their  life  and  in  their  living.  I  encour¬ 
age  you  to  do  the  same.  I  and  the 
Cabinet  are  going  to  participate  in  the 
New  Orleans  segment  of  “Takin’  It  to  the 
Streets”  in  September.  We  also  will  be 
considering  joining  the  Oklahoma 
Conference  Cabinet  in  a  mission  to 
Dulac  in  February  of  2008.  Every  mis¬ 
sion  talked  about  in  this  issue  of 
Louisiana  NOW!  is  an  important  one  and 
I  would  love  to  go  on  all  of  them.  I  can’t 
do  that,  but  I  can  pick  a  couple  and  do  all 
I  can. 

Why  don’t  you  join  hundreds  of  oth¬ 
ers  and  me  in  reaching  out  through  a 
VIM  experience  to  those  who  have  spe¬ 
cial  needs?  You  won’t  regret  it!  While 
we  can  take  charge  of  our  own  lives,  let’s 
do  it.  The  other  leg  of  our  journey  will 
come  soon  enough. 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

fell 


August  1 7-1 9  Abbeville  August  24-26  Lake  Charles 

September  7-9  New  Orleans 
Register  at  www.laumcstormrecovery.com 
Registrations  must  be  received  two  weeks  before  project  date 
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Louisianians  serve  through 
Individual  Volunteer  program 

Not  even  a  year  ago,  Erica  Mire  was  on  the  brink  of  an  adventure. 

The  22-year-old  was  preparing  for  a  LAVIM  mission  to  Phnom  Penh, 
Cambodia,  where  the  team  would  work  to  encourage  development  in  a  new 
Methodist  church  outside  the  city. 

“That  10-day  journey  allowed  me  to  meet  not  only  the  fledgling  church  com¬ 
munity,  but  also  the  long-term  missionaries  stationed  in  Cambodia  working  to  fur¬ 
ther  the  Methodist  Church.  Always  having  a  passion  for  mission  work,  and  recent¬ 
ly  looking  into  the  possibility  of  a  long-term  position  after  college,  these  individu¬ 
als  had  a  profound  impact  on  me  as  examples  of  successful  people  in  the  mission 
field,”  said  Mire. 

The  recently  graduated  Tulane  University  student  found  out  about  the  United 
Methodist  Individual  Volunteer  Program  and  plans  to  return  to  Phnom  Penh  to 
take  on  a  mission  role  through  the  program. 

“I’d  looked  around  for  opportunities  to  work  abroad  through  a  few  different 
organizations,  but  the  Individual  Volunteers  program  proved  to  be  the  best  fit,” 
said  Mire. 

The  Volunteers  in  Mission  Individual  Volunteers  Program  is  designed  for  per¬ 
sons  who  wish  to  spend  more  that  one  to  two  weeks  in  mission  work,  but  who  do 
not  wish  to  become  full  time  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionaries. 
Through  this  avenue.  The  United  Methodist  Church  identifies  opportunities  for 
mission,  either  for  singles  or  married  couples. 

Individual  Volunteers  are  expected  to  serve  two  months  or  longer  on  a  particu¬ 
lar  mission,  and  they  must  complete  application  forms  and  training. 

“The  Individual  Volunteer  program  is  growing  by  leaps  and  bounds!,”  said 
Loma  Jost,  current  program  administrator.  “It  is  a  testimony  to  the  desire  of  the 
people  of  the  United  Methodist  Church  who  wish  to  serve  not  only  with  their 
monetary  bounty  but  with  their  time,  talents  and  love.” 

Over  the  last  four  years,  about  40-45  new  volunteers  have  sent  in  their  applica¬ 
tion  materials  and  gone  through  the  mandatory  training/orientation  weekend, 
according  to  Jost.  In  2007,  that  number  will  reach  60,  possibly  70. 

Applicants  aged  18  or  19  are  eligible  to  serve  in  a  position  in  the  United  States. 
Those  who  are  20  or  have  one  year  of  college  behind  them  can  opt  for  placement 
at  any  of  the  opportunities  around  the  world.  One  training  per  year  is  held  in  each 
of  the  Jurisdictions  to  accommodate  volunteers.  But  a  volunteer  may  opt  for  any 
of  the  locations  if  that  suits  their  time  requirements. 

Along  with  Mire,  three  other  women  from  Louisiana  are  participating  in  the 
program.  Deborah  Hudson  of  Bossier  City  will  serve  in  Cambodia  starting  this 
fall;  Claire  Kendig  of  Shreveport  is  now  serving  in  the  Congo;  and  Diane 
Wilkerson  recently  served  in  South  Africa. 

Wilkerson  served  as  an  Individual  Volunteer  in  Cape  Town,  South  Africa,  vol¬ 
unteering  at  the  Masigncine  Home,  a  refuge  for  abandoned  children.  Wilkerson, 
who  served  on  a  LAVIM  mission  to  Johannesburg  in  2001,  writes,  “Little  did  I 
realize  how  God  would  again  call  me  to  South  Africa  ...  and  then  open  wide  the 
doors  to  use  the  gifts  that  He  blessed  me  with.”  She  is  now  on  staff  at  Trinity 
UMC  in  Ruston. 

Claire  Kendig  wrote  in  her  June  10  blog,  “When  I  first  came  here,  all  I  could 
see  was  how  different  it  was  here.  Different  food,  different  weather,  different  ways 
to  bathe  and  even  pray!  And  it  is  different,  but  this  week  I’m  beginning  to  see  how 
much  we  all  have  in  common.” 

Deborah  Hudson  said,  “As  a  teacher,  I  am  always  a  leamerand  so  my  interac¬ 
tion  with  the  people  becomes  a  flow  of  knowlege,  a  sharing  of  love,  language, 
laughter  and  understanding.” 

Interested  persons  may  visit  www.individualvolunteers.info  for  program  infor¬ 
mation  and  placement  sites. 


Erica  Mire  is  shown  with  new  friends  in  Cambodia.  Mire  plans  to  return  to 
Cambodia  with  the  Individual  Volunteer  program. 


Sixteen  year  old  Katherine  Mire  was  an  integral  part  of  a  February  team  to  India.  She  is 
working  with  Mrs.  Sarojini  Welch,  team  member  and  former  missionary  to  India. 


LaVIM  Youth  and  Young  Adult 
mission  to  India  being  formed 


A  youth  and  young  adult  mission  is 
being  scheduled  for  two  weeks  in  mid-July 
2008.  The  mission  will  be  both  cultural 
and  construction  in  its  scope  and  will  travel 
to  north  India  to  the  Sat  Tal  Ashram,  origi¬ 
nally  established  by  Rev.  E.  Stanley  Jones. 
The  Ashram  has  for  many  years  been  a 
center  for  religious  retreat  and  inspiration. 

Team  participants  will  be  involved  in 
repair  and  renovation  of  the  facility’s  many 
buildings  and  the  installation  of  an  irriga¬ 
tion  system.  Participants  will  joined  by  an 
equal  number  of  Indian  youth  and  young 
adults  in  the  work  of  the  mission  and  all 
will  engage  in  activities  to  share  and  partic¬ 
ipate  and  appreciate  each  other’s  culture. 


The  mission  will  also  include  a  three  day 
educational  tour  including  the  Taj  Mahal  in 
Agra,  Old  and  New  Delhi,  Jaipur,  the 
Amber  Place  and  memorial  to  Gandhi. 

The  mission  is  restricted  to  high  school 
juniors  and  seniors  and  college  freshmen 
and  sophomores  and  not  more  than  four¬ 
teen  youth  and  four  adults.  Volunteers  will 
fly  from  Baton  Rouge  to  New  Delhi  and 
travel  by  bus  to  the  Ashram,  near  Nanital. 
Lodging  will  be  in  dorm  type  facilities  and 
meals  will  be  taken  in  the  Ashram  cafete¬ 
ria.  The  estimated  cost  is  $2800  per  per¬ 
son.  Those  interested  should  contact  Larry 
D.  Norman,  LAVIM  Director  at  (225)  346- 
1 646  or  LduckN@aol.com. 


Floods  have  recently  ravaged  many  area  of  the  central  United  States  spurring  a  call  for 
volunteer  disaster  response  teams. 


Disaster  response  teams  needed  in  Texas, 
Florida,  Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Mississippi, 
Alabama,  and  Missouri 


Disaster  response  teams  are  need  in 
many  parts  of  the  United  States  and 
Louisiana  United  Methodists  are  urged  to 
consider  forming  a  team  to  be  dispatched 
to  these  areas  of  need.  Hurricanes,  torna¬ 
dos  and  flooding  have  affected  our  neigh¬ 
boring  states  and  wildfires  have  created 
relief  and  recovery  needs  for  more  distant 
states.  The  LAVIM  office  is  ready  to  assist 
local  church  volunteers  in  forming  teams 
and  provides  administrative  services  to 
realize  your  response  ministry.  Teams  can 
presently  be  dispatched  to  Texas,  Florida, 
Oklahoma,  Kansas,  Mississippi,  Alabama 
and  Missouri  to  help  with  clean  up.  “muck¬ 
ing  out”  and  rebuilding.  Call  the  LAVIM 


offices,  (225)  346-1646  or  (888)  239-5286 
to  schedule  your  team. 

LOUISIANA 

Response  teams  are  still  needed  in 
Louisiana  as  well.  To  schedule  a  Disaster 
Response  Team  in  storm  affected  areas  of 
our  Conference,  please  go  to  the  Louisiana 
Disaster  Recovery  web  site  at  www.laumc- 
stormrelief.com.  Teams  can  be  scheduled 
for  several  days  to  several  weeks.  Three 
“Takin’  it  to  the  Streets”  events  are  also 
scheduled  in  August  and  September.  These 
short,  3  day  mission  gatherings  are  perfect 
for  groups  or  individuals.  Please  see  the 
Takin  it  to  the  Streets”  article  elsewhere 
in  this  issue. 
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Clockwise  from  above,  members  of  the  Tampico  mission  team  Harold  Thibodeaux,  Jim 
Wyche,  Anna  Harrison  and  Pablo  Liendo  prepare  a  framing  project  for  cement  pouring. 
Beverly  Haden  works  on  a  craft  project  with  the  children  of  Tampico.  Myrna  Freeman 
teaches  sewing  as  the  pastor's  wife  Grisell  Contreras,  upper  left,  and  other  members  of 
the  church  look  on. 


Tampico  mission  fosters  close  ties  to  the  people  served 


John  Bergstedt  will  tell  you  that  the 
LAVIM  mission  to  Tampico,  Mexico  this 
past  March  was  something  special.  “Never 
on  any  mission  that  we  have  been  on  did 
we  spend  so  much  time  with  church  mem¬ 
bers  and  their  families,  working  together  so 
closely,”  said  Bergstedt,  who  served  as 
team  leader. 

The  15-member  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  team  left  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles  on  March  1 7  head¬ 
ed  for  The  Methodist  Church  of  the 
Resurrection  in  Tampico.  For  a  week,  the 
group  worked  on  the  foundation  for  the 
church’s  new  fellowship  hall  and  parsonage 
and  held  programs  for  church  members. 

“Almost  a  dozen  church  members  met 
us  at  the  airport  and  transported  us  to  the 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  where  more 
members  awaited  our  arrival  with  the  first 
of  our  wonderful  meals.  A  large  banner 
greeted  us  at  the  church,  where  we  ate, 
slept  and  worshipped  while  we  were  in 
Tampico,”  said  Bergstedt. 

The  team  divided  into  groups  with  some 
volunteers  working  on  construction  and 
others  organizing  children’s  ministries  and 
sewing. 

The  sewing  group  held  classes  on  a 
daily  basis  and  also  completed  banners  for 
the  sanctuary  and  for  the  fellowship  hall 


under  construction.  Volunteers  offered  a 
ministry  for  local  children,  which  included 
art  and  crafts. 

The  plumbing  crew  ran  new  gas  lines 
and  installed  a  hot  water  heater  as  well  as 
additional  plumbing  and  piping  for  the  next 
phase  of  the  project.  Construction  volun¬ 
teers,  with  the  help  of  other  team  members, 
cleaned  the  forms  for  the  pouring  of  the 
chain  wall  foundation  and  participated  in 
the  “big  pour,”  removing  the  forms  a  few 
days  later. 

“We  were  able  to  complete  the  demoli¬ 
tion  of  the  old  bathrooms  behind  the  sanc¬ 
tuary  and  spent  the  rest  of  the  work  time 
breaking  out  the  old  foundations  and  pack¬ 
ing  the  site  for  the  new  foundation,”  said 
Bergstedt.  Two  team  members  paid  one 
day’s  rent  each  on  a  jack  hammer  and  the 
church  provided  a  compactor  to  complete 
the  work. 

“Most  importantly,  the  church  families 
spent  a  lot  of  time  at  the  church,  preparing 
meals,  helping  the  work  teams,  and  partici¬ 
pating  in  programs,”  he  added. 

Bergstedt  told  of  one  outing  where  some 
members  of  the  team  went  downtown  to 
the  market  and  the  park.  The  group  also 
toured  a  Christian  radio  station  sponsored 
by  another  Methodist  church  and  spent  an 
afternoon  at  the  beach. 


“On  Thursday  evening,  we  hosted  our 
new  friends  for  dinner  at  a  local  restaurant 
only  to  be  entertained  ourselves  by  a  power 
point  presentation  put  together  by  church 
members.  We  exchanged  gifts,  sang  and 
prayed  at  a  Friday  night  worship  service, 
followed  by  a  outside  fiesta  dinner  late  in 
the  evening,”  he  added. 

Hugs  were  given  and  tears  were  shed 
upon  departure,  but  the  LAVIM  team  is 
looking  forward  to  a  reunion  with  members 
of  the  Mexican  church  later  this  summer  in 
Lake  Charles.  Several  members  of  the 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  in  Tampico  will 
travel  to  Lake  Charles  during  the  first  week 
of  August.  They  plan  to  lead  worship  at 
both  First  UMC  and  Henning  Memorial 
UMC  on  Aug.  4;  participate  in  fellowship 
activities;  and  work  on  mission  projects 
both  in  Lake  Charles  and  in  Houston  at  a 
predominantly  Hispanic  church.  “There  are 
a  large  number  of  Latin  American  students 
who  are  active  at  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
McNeese  State  University  who  are  in  town 
for  the  summer.  We  may  try  to  work  out  a 
program  with  them  since  the  worship  team 
members  from  Tampico  are  all  college 
age,”  added  Bergstedt. 

The  team  is  thrilled  to  get  the  chance  to 
continue  the  relationship  with  “one  of  the 
finest  Christian  groups  we  have  ever  met.” 


“Before  we  got  home,  the  team  was 
talking  about  our  next  trip  to  Tampico.  We 
knew  immediately  that  this  church  is  a  very 
special  place  with  very  special  Christians, 
very  special  music  and  a  very  special  pas¬ 
toral  family. 

God  willing,  we  will  go  back,”  said 
Bergstedt. 

A  second  LAVIM  team  consisting  of 
members  of  the  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley 
Foundation  traveled  to  Tampico  from  May 
20-June  20,  with  half  of  the  team  staying 
May  20-June  3  and  the  rest  staying  the  foil 
month.  Team  leader  Jonathan  Bevil  said, 
“The  Holy  Spirit  is  alive  in  Tampico, 
Mexico.  We  got  to  see  the  heart  of  God 
through  our  brothers  and  sisters  from 
another  country  through  work,  fellowship, 
and  worshipping  together.  More  informa¬ 
tion  on  the  Louisiana  Tech  mission  is 
included  in  the  front  page  article  on  Wesley 
Foundation  missions. 

A  third  team  will  travel  to  Tampico 
from  Oct.  20-27  with  Rev.  Juan  Huertas  of 
Horseshoe  Drive  UMC  serving  as  team 
leader.  For  more  information  on  this  mis¬ 
sion,  contact  Rev.  Huertas  at  (318)  442- 
1984  or  the  LAVIM  office  at  (225)  346- 
1646. 
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2007:  New  challenges  for  VIM  Mexico 


Or.  Elias  Lara,  Mexico  VIM  Head  Physician  worships  at  the  [Vamonos!  camp  during  the 
Comprehensive  Community  Primary  Health  Care  Conference  held  in  Reynosa,  Mexico. 


Comprehensive  community  based 
primary  healthcare  meeting  held 


I  want  to  start  these  lines  by  thanking  all 
the  Louisiana  teams  that  have  been  so  kind 
to  accept  the  invitation  to  come  to  the  San 
Pablo  District  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico  to  work  on  our  projects  in 
Reynosa,  Matamoros,  Nuevo  Progreso,  Rio 
Bravo,  Tampico,  Carboneras  and  Valle 
Hermoso.  I  want  to  tell  them  that  I  still 
use  THEIR  phrase  “We’ll  go  where  ever 
you  need  us,  and  we’ll  do  what  ever  you 
want  us  to  do”  to  tell  other  teams  about 
their  disposition  to  serve;  but,  I  also  still 
use  MY  phrase  “Don’t  worry!  The  next 
team  will  fix  what  you  just  did,”  with  each 
one  of  these  teams. .  .to  remind  other  teams 
that  the  project  is  NOT  the  most  important 
thing  to  come  and  experience  but  the  joy  of 
serving  others  and  to  participate  in  the  vari¬ 
ous  ministries  of  the  Church. 

Our  new  30’  x  40’  sanctuary  in  the  city 
of  Valle  Hermoso  “Elohim”  will  be  fin¬ 
ished  with  a  few  more  teams,  we  need  to 
tile  the  floor,  complete  our  kitchen  and 
restrooms.  At  this  point  we  can’t  set  a  time 
for  completion  as  we  need  to  send  the 
teams  that  will  have  the  right  skills  to  com¬ 
plete  these  tasks.  This  has  been  a 
Louisiana  Conference  project  since  the 
beginning  when  we  dreamed  about  a  new 
sanctuary  for  the  people  of  this  community. 

I  am  happy  to  announce  Dr.  Elias  Lara 
has  become  a  full-time  employee  as  the 
Medical  Coordinator  for  Mexico  VIM.  He 
will  be  coordinating  the  efforts  of  all 
Medical  teams  who  visit  through  our 
Conference  (50%  of  these  teams  are  from 
Louisiana)  to  make  the  ministry  of  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  a  successful 
program.  He’s  been  using  the  model  of  the 
LAVIM  medical  teams  to  organize  the  clin¬ 
ics  where  we  are  benefiting  more  than  100 
families  in  the  2  day  clinic  we  do.  As 
Border  cities,  the  migration  of  people  to 
the  surroundings  areas  increases  the  need 
of  getting  medical  attention  to  these  mar¬ 
ginalized  areas.  Clinica  Betania,  our 
Methodist  clinic  downtown  Reynosa,  is 


assisting  the  people 
that  referred  at  these 
clinics  for  follow  up, 
at  no  cost.  The  dental 
services  that  we  are 
providing  with  the 
Medical  teams,  thanks 
to  the  addition  of  a 
dentist  to  our  VIM 
Mexico  team  and  the  2 
portable  dental  units 
donated  by  LAVIM 
have  been  a  great  success  as  we  know,  that 
the  people  in  Mexico  that  we  serve  from 
the  poor  areas  have  no  chances  to  receive 
dental  assistance  because  of  the  great  cost. 
Dentists  are  needed  big  time. 

VIM  MEXICO  is  still  growing.  We 
have  just  put  together  our  Advisory  board 
for  our  Eastern  Conference.  We  have  a  rep¬ 
resentative  from  each  of  the  3  Districts,  a 
treasurer  and  a  Supervisor  that  will  help  me 
take  the  right  decisions.  Another  very 
important  part  of  the  growth  of  our  pro¬ 
gram  will  be  a  new  US-Mexico  VIM 
Board.  This  will  be  integrated  by  the  VIM 
Directors  of  various  Conferences  like 
Louisiana,  Oklahoma,  Texas,  Central 
Texas,  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
UMVIM  Director,  the  Border  Missions 
Area  Coordinator,  the  Mexico  VIM 
Director  (that’s  me)  and  a  representative  of 
the  VIM  Mexico  Board. 

We  ask  for  your  prayers  as  we  face  new 
and  bigger  challenges,  we  have  been  able 
to  manage  the  receiving  of  mission  teams, 
now  we  NEED  to  face  the  challenge  of 
sending  Mexican  mission  teams;  We  have 
receive  many  teams  on  the  Border  areas, 
the  new  challenge  is  to  send  them  South  of 
the  Border.  The  real  challenge  is  to  create 
the  culture  of  a  Church  that  uses  Missions 
as  a  tool  to  reach  out  for  the  lost  and  to 
educate  our  members  that  Missions  is  not 
an  activity  of  the  Church  but  is  what  keeps 
the  Church  active.  (You  can  quote  that!) 


BY  SUSAN  HELLUMS 

On  April  19-22,  Health  Care  Volunteer 
in  Mission  (VIM)  leaders  of  the  United 
Methodist  (UM)  Conferences  of  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  and  beyond  met  at  the 
jVamonos!  Camp  in  Reynosa,  Mexico  to 
leam  about  the  Principles  of 
Comprehensive  Community  Based 
Primary  Health  Care  (CCPHC).  It  was  the 
intent  of  the  Jurisdictional  UMVIM 
Conference  Coordinators  to  examine  how 
we  can  partner  with  host  Health  Care  VIM 
sites  to  promote  the  principles  of  CCPHC. 
The  Conference  was  held  in  Mexico  so  that 
the  leaders  of  the  Mexican  VIM,  i.e.  Willie 
Berman,  the  VIM  Coordinator  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico,and  Dr.  Elias  Lara,  VIM 
Coordinator  of  Medical  Teams  Methodist 
Church  of  Mexico,  and  others,  could  also 
leam  about  this  model.  Rev.  Larry 
Norman,  Louisiana  Conference  UMVIM 
Coordinator  and  Dr.  Emilie  Stahler  were 
present  at  this  Conference,  as  well  as  many 
other  representatives  from  around  the 
country. 

Speakers  for  this  conference  were 
Cherian  Thomas,  M.D.,  Executive 
Secretary,  GBGM  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries  of  GBGM;  Kalindi  Thomas, 
M.D.,  GBGM  Health  and  Welfare 
Ministries;  Henry  Perry,  M.C., 
Ph.D.,M.P.H.  coordinator  of  community 
based  health  and  debelopment  training  pro¬ 
gram  at  Future  Generations  in  Franklin, 
WV;  and  Nora  Boots,  formerly  GBGM 
Assistant  General  Secretary  for  Latin 
American  and  the  Caribbean  working  with 
CCPHC  and  currently  working  with 
CCPHC  in  Bolivia. 

The  topics  covered  were  an  introduc¬ 
tion,  information  and  principles  of 
CCPHC,  models  for  Health  Care  VIM,  and 
applications  and  implementation  of 


CCPHC  with  VIM.  The  group  had  oppor¬ 
tunities  to  look  at  the  opportunities  this 
model  may  present  in  the  future  with  our 
Mexican  partners  in  health  care  missions. 

CCPHC  is  a  program  of  the  GBGM  that 
operates  with  the  belief  that  health  is 
attainable,  accessible,  and  sustainable  by 
the  people  for  themselves  and  their  com¬ 
munities  if  they  are  given  the  opportunity. 
Health  is  a  state  of  complete  well-being, 
that  is  physical,  mental,  social,  and  spiritu¬ 
al,  not  merely  the  absence  of  illness.  This 
program  empowers  people  to  take  care  of 
their  own  lives  and  health,  so  that  sustain¬ 
able  achievement  in  improving  health  is 
possible.  CCPHC  initiated  support  effec¬ 
tive  community  programs  of  awareness, 
education,  and  development  of  human  and 
economic  resources  and  values  local  cul¬ 
tural  practices  as  a  source  of  preventive 
and  curative  health. 

The  three  principles  of  CCPHC  are 
equity,  integration  and  empowerment. 

With  these  principles  in  mind,  a  CCPHC 
promoter  goes  to  the  community  with 
humility,  honesty,  boldness  and  faith.  The 
health  promoter  must  go  to  the  people,  five 
with  them,  leam  with  them,  love  them, 
begin  with  what  they  know,  and  build  with 
what  they  already  possess.  Then  they  will 
be  able  to  say:  “We  achieved  it  and  we’ll 
work  hard  to  sustain  it  and  improve  it” 

It  is  the  hope  that  such  a  model  can  be 
explored  in  Mexico  and  we  may  join  in  a 
partnership  to  successfully  spread  the 
beliefs  and  principles  of  this  program  to 
many  other  areas  of  our  mission  involve¬ 
ment 

Editors  Note:  Susan  Heliums  is  the 
director  of  the  Methodist  Border  Friendship 
Commission. 


Dr.  Elias  Lara,  Mexico  VIM  Head  Physician,  and  Dr.  Rafael  Sifuentes,  Mexico  VIM  Dentist, 
receive  one  of  two  portable  dental  units  donated  by  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  for 
Clinica  Betania.  Making  the  gift  are  Dr.  Emilie  Stahler,  LAVIM  Volunteer  Dentist,  and  Rev. 
Larry  D.  Norman,  LAVIM  Director. 
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Wesley,  from  page  1 

McNeese  Wesley  Foundation,  echoed 
Norman’s  sentiments.  “I’ll  never  forget  the 
time  I  spent  in  Jamaica.  I  expected  it 
would  be  like  any  other  mission  where  you 
go  and  fix  a  few  things  and  then  leave,  but 
it  was  so  much  more.  The  people  we 
worked  with  were  so  nice  and  generous  to 
us.  I  felt  we  didn’t  deserve  the  generosity 
given  to  us.  We  poured  cement,  but  they 
gave  up  their  holiday  to  work  with  us  and 
used  their  money  to  cook  huge  meals  for 
us  everyday.  The  people  blew  me  away 
with  their  humility  and  love  for  God.  They 
did  more  for  us  than  we  did  for  them.” 

This  spring,  Tulane  University’s  Wesley 
Foundation  traveled  for  a  second  time  to 
Valle  Hermoso,  Mexico  to  help  with  con¬ 
struction  projects  for  the  town’s  growing 
Methodist  church. 

Rev.  Max  Zehner,  campus  minister  for 
Tulane’s  Wesley  Foundation,  said,  “Our 
first  mission  to  Valle  Hermoso  was  in 
March  of  2005  when  the  team  installed  the 
entire  roof  of  the  new  church.  Although  we 
could  not  return  in  2006  because  of 
Hurricane  Katrina,  we  came  back  stronger 
than  ever  and  had  a  very  successful  mis¬ 
sion  during  Spring  Break.” 

Arriving  in  Mexico  on  Saturday 
evening,  the  group  of  college  students 
unpacked  and  settled  into  their  small,  un- 
airconditioned  room.  Although  accommo¬ 
dations  were  spare,  the  hospitality  of  the 
town  was  abundant.  “Valle  Hermoso  is 
ending  a  three-year  celebration,  so  on 
Sunday,  our  team  was  treated  to  parades 
and  festivals  in  the  town.  The  rest  of  the 
week  was  reserved  for  hard  work  around 
the  new  church  building,”  said  Zehner. 

Team  leader  Taylor  Moss,  who  went  to 
Valle  Hermoso  for  the  second  time,  said, 
“The  mission  was  a  great  success,  provid¬ 
ing  a  time  for  Tulane  Wesley  Foundation 
members  to  grow  together  and  share  expe¬ 
riences  with  one  another.  As  the  attendance 
at  the  Foundation’s  weekly  worship  contin¬ 
ues  to  grow,  plans  are  being  made  for  a 
mission  to  either  South  Africa  or  the 
Caribbean  for  the  upcoming  school  year.” 


Moss  adds  his  thanks  to  all  the  volun¬ 
teers  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference 
who  have  helped  Tulane  and  New  Orleans 
in  the  storm  recovery  process.  “We’re  back 
and  stronger  than  ever.” 

Through  LAVIM  missions,  Wesley 
Foundation  students  are  also  discovering 
that  basic  human  need  can  be  found  in  the 
most  unlikely  spots.  “The  Bahamas  con¬ 
jure  images  of  tropical  islands  with  palm 
trees,  turquoise  water,  sandy  beaches  and 
vacationing  tourists.  But  behind  the  glam¬ 
our  of  the  resorts,  you  find  a  very  different 
world,  one  of  great  poverty  and  need,”  said 
Rev.  John  Higginbotham,  campus  minister 
for  Northwestern  Louisiana  State 
University. 

A  12  member  team  from 
Northwestern’s  Wesley  Foundation,  led  by 
Jamie  Myers,  partnered  in  May  with  the 
Bahamas  Methodist  Habitat  to  revitalize 
two  homes  in  Marsh  Harbor  on  Great 
Abaco  Island.  The  team  also  conducted  a 
Bible  School  for  two  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  on  the  island,  as  well  as  a  contempo¬ 
rary  worship  service. 

One  of  the  restored  homes  on  Great 
Abaco  Island  belonged  to  a  couple  in  their 
late  80 ’s,  who  had  neither  the  income  nor 
the  strength  restore  their  home.  The  team 
made  repairs,  scraped  old  paint  and 
repainted  the  exterior  of  the  house.  At  the 
end  of  the  week,  Gurney  and  Kate  said, 
“We  have  the  loveliest  house  in  Cherokee 
now.” 

After  returning  to  the  United  States, 
Jamie  Myers  wrote,  “We  went  (to  the 
Bahamas)  hoping  to  make  the  world  a  bet¬ 
ter  place  and  ended  up  being  transformed 
in  our  own  hearts  by  the  love  and  faith  of 
the  people  we  met.  Two  members  of  our 
team  have  returned  to  Abaco  to  work  with 
the  youth  ministries  at  both  of  Rev.  Hale’s 
churches  for  the  rest  of  the  summer.” 

Exposure  to  new  cultures  and  church 
life  in  other  countries  provides  Wesley 
Foundation  students  an  educational  experi¬ 
ence  not  found  in  the  classroom.  “When 
we  were  in  Tampico,  communication  was 
smooth  because  we  had  willing  translators. 
Mario,  a  member  of  the  local  church,  did 


Members  of  the  Louisiana  Tech  Wesley  Foundation  are  shown,  left  bottom,  with  children 
from  the  Methodist  church  in  Tampico,  Mex.  during  a  LAVIM  mission.Top  left,  volunteers 
from  McNeese  pose  with  children  who  participated  in  Vacation  Bible  School  during 
their  mission  to  Jamaica. Tulane  Wesley  Foundation  students,  above,  help  with  construc¬ 
tion  projects  in  Valle  Hermosa,  Mex. 


an  excellent  job  for  us.  He  even  translated 
two  church  services  for  us  so  that  we  could 
understand  Pastor  Andres  and  experience 
the  heart  of  the  church,”  said  Jonathon 
Bevil. 

Krystle  Mathews,  a  member  of  the 
Louisiana  Tech  team  who  is  fluent  in 
Spanish,  also  helped  with  communication 
with  the  Tampico  church  members. 
“Krystle  was  bom  and  lived  in  Peru  for  the 
first  few  years  of  her  life.  She  was  able  to 
build  deeper  relationships  with  people  at 
the  church  and  share  with  us  what  she 
learned.  God  used  Krystle  so  that  we 
could  see  deeper  into  the  hearts  and  minds 
of  the  Body  of  Christ,”  said  Bevil. 

Wesley  Foundation  students  also  learn 
how  important  their  participation  in  mis¬ 
sion  is  to  those  who  they  are  serving.  “In 
the  two  years  since  the  Tulane  team  visited 
the  church  in  Valle  Hermoso,  much  less 
had  been  done  than  expected.  The  growing 
congregation  at  Elohim  United  Methodist 
Church  only  works  on  the  church  expan¬ 
sion  when  teams  arrive  with  money  and 
supplies.  Teams  need  to  go  back  because 
these  people  continually  need  our  help,” 
said  Rev.  Zehner. 

As  part  of  the  overall  spiritual  experi¬ 
ence,  the  importance  of  Scripture  is  empha¬ 
sized  through  mission  experiences  in  a 
number  of  ways.  When  the  Wesley 
Foundation  LAVIM  team  from  McNeese 
traveled  to  Jamaica  in  April,  the  students 
used  Acts  27  as  the  scriptural  focus  of  the 
mission.  “The  theme  for  the  mission  was 
‘Stay  on  Board.’  This  was  a  metaphor 
taken  from  the  story  of  Paul’s  shipwreck 
on  his  way  to  Rome  when  he  declared, 
‘Unless  all  stay  with  the  ship,  you  cannot 
be  saved.’  We  realized  that  in  order  to  com¬ 
plete  the  task  before  us,  we  would  have  to 
work  together  and  trust  in  the  leadership  of 
the  team  leader  and  the  locals  who  would 
be  directing  us  throughout  our  trip,”  said 
Rev.  Angela  Bulhof,  campus  minister. 

The  team  from  McNeese  held  Vacation 
Bible  School  for  40  children  at  Ramble 
United  Methodist  Church  and  helped  with 
the  construction  of  new  bathrooms,  a 
kitchen,  and  a  storage  room  that  the  church 


was  adding  to  the  existing  sanctuary. 

On  Sunday,  the  team  attended  an  “elec¬ 
trifying”  worship  service  where  the  group 
was  formally  welcomed  and  given  gifts  by 
the  church. 

Team  member  Feina  Onko  wrote,  “The 
mission  enlightened  my  perspective  about 
God’s  joy —  the  joy  that  can  not  be  taken 
away  and  will  always  be  there.  The  people 
were  so  happy,  and  even  though  their  situa¬ 
tions  are  limited,  they  were  always  joyful 
and  faithful  to  God.  No  matter  what  hard¬ 
ships  they  are  facing,  you  could  always  see 
their  smiles  everywhere.” 

Rev.  Larry  Norman  is  proud  of 
LAVIM ’s  role  in  the  missions  undertaken 
by  Louisiana  Conference  Wesley 
Foundation  ams.  “The  Wesley 
Foundation  nas  been  a  very  important  part 
of  my  faith  history  and  calling.  For  a  brief 
time,  1  was  privileged  to  serve  as  a  campus 
minister.  I  am  gratified  that  LAVIM  mis¬ 
sions  are  playing  a  key  role  in  the  spiritual 
development  of  these  young  adults  who  are 
.swering  God’s  call,”  he  said. 

Upcoming  plans  for  Wesley  Foundation 
LAVIM  missions  include  going  to  the 
Phillipines  (McNeese,  spring  of  2008); 
South  Africa  (Tulane,  Dec.  27,  2007-Jan. 

15,  2008);  and  three  missions  for 
Southeastern’s  Wesley  Foundation  to  South 
Africa  (May  of  2008),  Camp  Voronezh  in 
Russia  (August  of  2009);  and  Tampico, 
Mex.  (Spring  Break  of  2010). 

The  bond  that  develops  through  mission 
work  between  the  servant  and  the  served  is 
mentioned  by  nearly  everyone  that  has 
such  an  experience.  Jonathon  Bevil  was 
touched  when  he  recalled,  “Our  team 
name,  which  the  church  in  Tampico  gave 
to  us,  was  ‘Hearts  of  Fire.’  The  pastor  there 
preached  about  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  how 
the  Spirit  was  upon  our  hearts  as  we  were 
each  called  to  serve  in  Mexico —  in  the 
heat,  with  mosquitoes,  and  in  an  unfamiliar 
place.  They  were  grateful,  and  so  were  we. 
God  was  pleased  with  the  work  that  was 
done  for  his  Kingdom.” 
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2007-2008  MEXICO 

MINI  -MEDICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYN05A 
CARBONERAS 
MATAMOROS 
NUEVO  PROGRESO 
VALLE  HERMOSO 


bates 

July  19-22 

September  6-9 

September  20-23 

October  4-7 

October  18-21 

November  1-4 

November  7-11 

November  15-18 

November  22-25 

November  29- 
December  2 

January  2-6 

January  17-20 

February  7-10 

February  21-24 

March  6-9 
March  27-30 
April  3-6 

April  17-20 
May  1-4 
May  15-18 
June  5-8 
June  19-22 

July  3-6 
July  17-20 
August  7-10 
August  21-24 
September  4-7 
September  18-21 
October  2-5 
October  16-19 
November  6-9 
November  20-23 
December  4-7 


Leader 
Sharon  Black 
John  Bergstedt 
Dawn  Young 
Ben  Sydboten 
Glenn  Cambre 
Tom  Dungan 
Jodi  Adams 
Judd  Hammond 
Jim  Maker 
Pam  Perry 

Jodi  Adams 

Mike  McLaurin 

Judd  Hammond 

Dawn  Young/ 
Mike  Brandao 

Tom  Dungan 

Dean  Sawyer 

Anita  Smith/ 
LeAnn  Causey 

Mark  Martin 

TBA 

Jill  Cole 

Kelly  Novak 

Dale  Smith/ 
Benny  Puckett 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

TBA 

Ben  Sydboten 
Dawn  Young 
Tom  Dungan 
Glenn  Cambre 
Pam  Perry 
Jodi  Adams 
TBA 


2007  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cuba 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

November  8-18 
Honduras 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

September  1 5-22 

Mexico 

Talanga 

Dean  Sawyer 

Construction 

October  20-27 

Peru 

Tampico 

Juan  Huertas 

Construction 

July  19-  August  3 

Tambo  de  Mora 

McNeese  Wesley 

Nino  Falconi 

Construction 

West  Africa 

December  26  - 

Senegal 

Alonzo  Campbell/ 

General  Ministries 

January  7, 2008 

Jackie  Campbell/Darlene  Moore 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

July  20-29 

Arkansas 

Nome 

Judd  Hammond 

Construction/Repair 

July  19-22 

Fayetteville/ 

Mount  Sequoyah 

Bo  Chevallier 

Repair/Landscape 

Kentucky 

September  22-30 

Red  Bird  Mission/ 

Beverly,  KY 

Wybra  Price 

Construction/Repair 

Louisiana 

Sept.  29-Oct.  5 

Plain  Dealing 

LaMarylis  Cotton 

Construction/Repair 

2008  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Cambodia 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

February  1 5-27 

Cuba 

Phnom  Penh 

Larry  Norman 

Medical 

December 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Honduras 

July6- 15 

Subirana 

Larry  Miller 

Claire  Mott/ 

Construction 

India 

February  1 5-March  1 
Mexico 

Bareilly 

Mary  Nann  McMullen 

Construction 

May  27-31 

Reynosa 

Heidi  Schindler 

Medical 

May  31 -June  8 

South  Africa 

Tampico 

Mary  Anne  Schindler 

Construction 

March  6-20 

Capetown 

Mike  Owenby 

Construction 

May  15-31 

Johannesburg 

Southeastern 

Wesley  Foundation 

Construction 

December/January 

Johannesburg 

Tulane 

Construction 

Wesley  Foundation 

USA 

Alaska 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

Summer 

Haines/Homer 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction 

Arkansas 

March  31  -  April  5 

Mount  Sequoyah/  Tim  Lawson 

Repair/Landscape 

Fayetteville 

SCJ  Work  Week 

Kentucky 

September  6-14 

Red  Bird  Mission/ 

Beverly,  KY 

Jodi  Adams 

Construction/Repair 

Louisiana 

February  14-16 

Sager-Brown/ 

Baldwin 

Shelia  Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

October  23-25 

Sager-Brown/ 

Shelia  Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

Baldwin 

Mississippi 

July  22-27 

Choctaw  UM 

Mission 

Dawn  Young 

Construction/VBS 

2009  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Chile 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

July  11-25 

La  Esperanza 

Larry  Norman/ 

Construction 

Charles  Murry 

Cuba 

October  1 5-25 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Russia 

August 

Camp  Voronezh 

Emile  Tasso  / 
Southeastern  Wesley 

Construction 

8 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  LAVIM  Update 


JULY  27, 2007 


Medical  mission 
organizing  for 
Cambodia 


Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission’s  first 
medical  team  to  the  Kingdom  of  Cambodia 
has  been  scheduled  for  Feb.  15-27,  2008. 
Needed  for  the  team  are  physicians,  nurses, 
dentists,  pediatricians,  gynecologists,  med¬ 
ical  technicians  and  all  other  medical  pro¬ 
fessionals. 

In  1975-79,  Cambodia  suffered  the 
complete  devastation  of  its  health  care 
services.  To  recover,  the  Cambodian 
Ministry  of  Health  has  worked  with  the 
response  of  the  international  community  to 
organize  the  many  contributors  who  have 
come  to  help.  The  MMC  works  through 
Community-Based  Health  Care  (Ministry 
of  the  UMC)  and  the  expertise  of  mission¬ 
ary  Irene  Mparutsa  to  supply  teams  which 
work  out  of  local  Methodist  churches  to 
reach  mothers,  their  children  and  treat  the 
chronic  problems  of  the  elderly. 

The  team  will  work  at  primary  care 
level  to  do  village  outreach  collaborating 
with  government  health  care  centers. 
Medical  volunteers  can  do  consultations 
and  treatment  of  common  diseases  includ¬ 
ing  typhoid,  malaria  and  hypertension. 
Minor  operations  can  be  done  under  local 
anesthesia.  Additional  team  volunteers 
may  work  with  the  medical  team  or  engage 
in  light  construction  and  water  projects  as 
well  as  offer  ESL  classes  in  two 
Cambodian  churches  which  have  been  con¬ 
structed  through  Louisiana  Conference 
offerings.  For  the  past  several  years 
LAVLM  teams  have  worked  with  the  Spean 
Chivit  congregation  near  Phnom  Penh  to 
purchase  a  new  church  location  and  the 
construction  of  its  sanctuary.  Teams  have 
worked  with  the  congregation  conducting 
ESL  classes,  Vacation  Bible  School,  church 
leadership  seminars  and  funding  animal 
husbandly  projects.  Volunteers  have  also 
labored  with  missionary  Clara  Biswas  at 
the  Kompong  Spue  orphanage,  and  city 
dump  where  hundreds  scrounge  for  food 
and  livelihood  on  a  daily  basis.  LAVIM 
and  the  La.  Cambodian  Initiative  have  also 
helped  with  water  projects  in  the  orphanage 
and  at  the  Methodist  mission  outpost  in 
Siem  Reap. 

The  projected  cost  for  the  mission  is 
approximately  $3000  per  person.  The  team 
will  visit  Angkor  Wat,  site  of  an  historic 
temple  complex,  the  Killing  Fields  and 
Toul  Sleng,  concentration  camp  during  Pol 
Pot’s  Khmer  Rouge. 

Please  contact  Larry  Norman,  LAVIM 
Director  and  Cambodian  team  leader,  for 
details  and  questions  at  (225)  346-1646  or 
LduckN@aol.com. 

An  additional  Cambodian  mission  is 
scheduled  for  Dec.  1-12,  2008  to  create  a 
close  connection  and  tie  between  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Men  and  the  awakening 
men’s  movement  in  Cambodian 
Methodism.  The  mission  will  also  raise 
funds  to  supply  much  needed  vehicles  to  be 
shipped  from  the  United  States  for  use  in 
Cambodian  Methodist  ministries.  Contact 
Rev.  Doug  Milliron  for  information  at 
(318)423-5251. 


TelmmPmETrTn  -  'fUSi  ™pre“ntin9  ^  retUmed  July  '  lrom  a  °"e  week  "'“.on  in  Kethcikan,  Alaska. 

Team  members  painted  the  outs.de  of  First  United  Methodist,  made  electrical  and  ceiling  repairs,  among  other  small  tasks. 

t°T  L°U,S,3n3  ' * reated  to  a  c'ab  boil  by  the  church  and  the  team  reciprocated  by  hosting  a  jambalaya  dinner. 
Team  leader  Allen  Tuten  wrote  that  the  team  continued  a  tradition  started  last  year  of  delivering  plates  of  cookies  to  25  different 
agencies  and  businesses  as  "random  acts  of  kindness"  during  the  week.  "The  whole  town  was  talking  about  the  people  from 
Louisiana  painting  the  church.  A  local  paper  featured  an  article  and  a  picture  of  the  team  at  work.  Relationships  were  built  with  the 

I*  “"h  „ 5  7  '  S3Jd  Tuten’  Team  members  deluded  Allen  Tuten,  Mary  Belle  Tuten,  Mildred  Tuten,  Jim  Tuten,  Linda 

Tuten  Doyle  Coffe  t,  Linda  Newton,  Guy  Barnes,  Faye  Barnes,  Emily  Meriwether,  Shirley  Taliaferro,  R.  F.  Wilson,  Tommie  Oglesbee  and 
Cindy  Ruppenkmcker.  Another  LAVIM  team  will  travel  to  Nome,  Alaska  from  July  20-29.  This  1 1  -member  team  will  work  in  the 
Nome  Community  Center  and  do  repairs  and  construction  to  help  the  Nome  facility  with  its  ministry.  Judd  Hammond  of  First  UMC 
Baton  Rouge  will  lead  the  team. 


Meet  John  Thornton 


True  story 


John  is  a  member  of  a  United  Methodist  Church 

Youth  Group  interested  in  spending  his  school  break  in  Mexico 
Not  at  a  beach  resort,  but  helping  renovate  a  medical  clinic  for  the 
needy  in  a  small  poverty-stricken  town. 

His  trip  is  made  possible  by  a  Volunteers  In  Mission 
scholarship  funded  by  a  generous  member  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  North  Louisiana,  who  experienced  a 
mission  trip  and  wanted  to  share  that  experience  with 
those  who  may  not  be  able  to  afford  the  expenses  * 

He  set  up  an  endowment  with  his  United  Methodist 
Foundation  that  helps  fund  mission  trips  for  those 
unable  to  pay. 

Support  the  ministries 

you  LOVE. 

Set  up  an  endowment  through  your 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


(800)  256-9317  or  (225)  346-1535 
Email:  info@umf.org 
www.umfgiving.org 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 

www.laumcstormrelief.com 


or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 

at  (225)  346-5193 


8  Days  of  Hope  /  8 


.North  Rampart/  1 1 


VOL.  8,  NO.  1 5  BATON  ROUGE,  LA  AUGUST  1 0, 2007 

North  Rampart  Community  Center  brings  back  summer  program 


When  Sheryl  Coleman  passed  Coach 
Jeffery  Parker’s  car,  parked  in  front  of  the 
North  Rampart  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans,  she  did  a  u-tum  and  drove  back  to 
the  facility  that  had  closed  after  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

“She  wanted  to  know  about  summer 
camp.1  Would  we  be  open  this  summer?’,” 


said  Parker,  a  1 2-year  employee  who 
serves  as  activities  coordinator  for  the  cen¬ 
ter. 

The  summer  school  program  is  indeed 
open  this  summer,  for  the  first  time  since 
the  category-5  hurricane  devastated  the  city 
in  August  of  2005.  Funding  for  the  pro¬ 
gram  is  provided  by  a  grant  through  the 


Women’s  Division. 

“We  have  50  kids  here,  participating  in 
everything  from  swimming  to  computers  to 
art  and  music.  I  would  have  liked  to 
accommodate  100  children,  but  funding  is 
an  issue,”  said  Parker,  who  added  that  there 

See  North  Rampart,  page  1 1 


Honor  the  Volunteer 


Montreal  Farve,  above  left,  is  pictured  in  front  of  her  home  in  New  Orleans  that  was 
flooded  during  Hurricane  Katrina.  Farve  is  pictured  with  Abby  McMurry,the  case 
manager  working  with  Farve  through  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  to  rebuild  her  home  in  memory  of  fallen  Va.Tech  volunteers.  A  work  team 
from  New  Life  United  Methodist  Church,  Virg.,  right,  recently  worked  on  the  home. 


Home  rebuilt  in  memory  of  fallen  Va.Tech  students 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

A  work  team  from  Virginia  Tech  that 
traveled  to  New  Orleans  during 
Thanksgiving  of  2005  was  one  of  the 
first  large  teams  to  serve  through  the 
United  Methodist  Louisiana  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry,  supported  by 
UMCOR. 

Ryan  Clark  was  a  member  of  that 
team.  Leslie  Sherman  served  on  a  second 
team  from  Virginia  Tech  during 
Thanksgiving  of  2006.  Ryan  and  Leslie 


were  among  the  32  people  killed  during 
the  April  1 6  shootings  on  the  Virginia 
Tech  campus  in  Blacksburg,  Va. 

“When  the  shooting  happened,  we 
emailed  Sandy  Wirt,  who  coordinated  the 
Virginia  Tech  trips.  We  just  wanted  to  let 
her  know  that  we  were  thinking  about  the 
school  in  the  wake  of  the  tragedy,”  said 
Jake  McGlothin,  operations  coordinator 
for  the  Westbank  Recovery  Station  in 
New  Orleans. 

A  few  days  later.  Rev.  Amy  Mercer, 


director  of  operations  for  the  Recovery 
Ministry,  left  a  message  on  McGlothin's 
cell  phone  voice  mail  saying  how  sorry 
she  was.  “At  first,  I  didn’t  know  what 
she  was  talking  about.  Then  I  found  out 
that  two  of  the  32  that  were  killed  at 
Virginia  Tech  had  volunteered  with  us.  1 
was  driving  in  my  car,  and  I  remember 
pulling  over  and  crying  for  some  time,” 
said  McGlothin. 

Deeply  affected  by  the  tragedy,  the 

See  Va.Tech  Home,  page  10 
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The  Feet  of  America 


Feet  in  America  are  improving!  I’ve 
noticed  the  dramatic  change  in  the  last 
few  years  since  9/11. 

It  seems  like  I  am  forever  boarding  an 
airplane  to  go  to  some  meeting.  And  it  is 
getting  tougher  by  the  week.  Not  the 
boarding  process,  but  the  security 
process.  By  the  time  you  take  off  every¬ 
thing  questionable  that  you  have  on,  and 
by  the  time  you  put  your  little  plastic  bag 
full  of  3  ounce  bottles  on  the  belt,  and 
then  you  make  sure  your  cell  phone, 
computer,  and  everything  out  of  your 
pocket  is  in  one  of  the  containers  that  go 
through  the  scanner  you’ve  almost  done 
a  day’s  work.  But  shoes  are  the  most 
troublesome!  And  that’s  where  I  have 
noticed  the  improvement  in  feet. 

No  one  I  see  these  days  has  socks 
with  holes  in  them!  The  hosiery  business 
must  be  having  a  heyday  from  all  the 
travelers  who  wouldn’t  dare  go  to  the  air¬ 
port  with  holey  socks.  After  all,  every¬ 
one  would  see  them  and  that  is  an 
embarrassment  even  to  the  American 
public!  And  it  takes  a  lot  to  embarrass  us 
these  days!  Just  listening  to  the  conver¬ 
sations  of  people  going  through  all  this 
process  is  enough  to  turn  the  air  blue. 

My  mama  would  have  washed  out  my 
mouth  with  soap  if  I  had  ever  talked  the 
way  people  do  today,  and  out  in  public 
for  everyone  to  hear  them  no  less! 

Many  people  have  abandoned  socks 
altogether.  They  just  aren’t  going  to  fool 
with  going  to  the  local  department  store 
and  buying  something  they  wouldn’t 
wear  if  they  knew  they  would  never  have 
to  take  off  their  shoes  in  public.  So,  they 
buy  the  modem  version  of  being  almost 
barefoot.  Flip  Flops.  I  admit  they  look 
tempting  to  me  to  wear  to  the  airport!  It 
certainly  would  save  a  big  hassle  when 
I’m  trying  to  balance  myself  on  one  foot 
and  then  the  other  while  I  untie  my  shoes 
and  get  them  on  the  conveyer  belt.  But 
this  is  where  I  notice  the  nicely  pedi¬ 
cured  feet  of  the  American  flying  public! 
Now  I’ve  seen  some  pretty  pathetic  toot¬ 
sies  and  toenails  in  my  day,  but  the  fly¬ 
ing  masses  are  now  taking  a  little  time  to 
manicure  their  feet  and  nails.  Even  the 
most  unlikely  (you  can  picture  your  own 
person  here)  has  somewhat  nice  feet 
these  days!  And,  I  suspect,  it’s  all 
because  they  are  being  seen  by  hundreds 
of  other  travelers. 

So,  if  anything  positive  has  come  of 
all  this  undressing  in  the  airport,  it  is  the 
improvement  of  the  feet  of  America. 

I  think  this  social  phenomenon  can 
serve  as  an  inspiration  to  us  as  we 
reassemble  our  lives  following  Katrina 
and  Rita!  In  so  many  ways  we’ve  been 
told  to  place  everything  questionable  on 
the  conveyer  belt  of  scrutiny  and  let  the 
world  evaluate  whether  we  should  be 
carrying  that  with  us  or  not.  Even  our 
way  of  life  is  under  scrutiny.  And  cer¬ 
tainly  our  way  of  being  the  church  has 
come  under  the  scanning  machines  to  see 
if  there  are  ways  to  improve  who  we 
have  been  and  make  us  into  something 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


we  could  be  and 
should  be. 

In  metaphorical 
ways,  we’ve  been 
told  to  take  off  our 
shoes  and  let  the 
world  see  our  feet! 
Are  they  of  clay? 

Are  they  shod  with 
the  footwear  of 
righteousness?  Are 
we  running  with 
wings  on  our  heels,  or  are  we  just  expos¬ 
ing  our  Achilles  heels  for  the  entire 
world  to  view? 

Are  we  willing  to  check  our  socks  and 
make  sure  they  are  presentable?  They 
haven’t  been  seen  before,  but  now  every¬ 
one  sees  who  we  are.  Are  we  willing  to 
take  better  care  of  our  feet  and  to  make 
certain  our  toenails  are  trimmed  and  pre¬ 
sentable?  In  other  words,  are  we  able  to 
examine  ourselves  in  the  light  of  Christ 
and  ask  of  ourselves  the  tough  question, 
“Are  we  willing  to  be  more  than  we 
were?”  There’s  much  we  can  improve 
and  many  ways  we  can  be  more  faithful 
and  I  believe  we  are  hard  at  work  on 
those  improvements.  And  when  we  are 
through,  we  will  be  able  to  face  the 
world  with  our  feet  showing  and  we  will 
be  proud  of  who  we  are  and  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  will  be  proud  of  us  as  well! 

We’ve  had  a  very  difficult  two  years. 
And  the  searching,  scanning  and  investi¬ 
gating  are  not  going  to  stop  in  the  fore¬ 
seeable  future.  But  the  way  to  handle  it 
all  is  to  make  sure  we  are  prepared  for  a 
new  thing  and  a  new  day,  and  not  to 
insist  we  don’t  want  to  take  our  shoes 
off!  There’s  not  a  choice!  Our  feet  are 
already  exposed.  Katrina  and  Rita  saw 
to  that!  We’ll  either  get  on  the  heaven 
bound  flight  by  letting  the  world  and  our 
God  examine  our  feet  and  find  them  pre¬ 
pared  for  the  journey,  or  we  will  be  left 
standing  flat-footed  at  the  gate! 

In  the  days  ahead  let  us  affirm  that 
we’re  ready  for  any  examination  that 
comes  our  way  by  anybody  who  wants 
to  examine  us.  Let  us  affirm  that 
beneath  our  shoes  (what  the  world  sees 
of  us  on  the  outside;  our  washed-out 
buildings,  decimated  congregations,  etc.) 
are  the  “beautiful  feet  that  bring  the  glad 
tidings  of  peace  and  good  news.”  Let  us 
run  this  race  before  us  with  perseverance, 
“looking  to  Jesus  the  pioneer  and  per- 
fecter  of  our  faith.”  That  will  be  a  mar¬ 
velous  gift  for  the  world  to  receive  and  a 
“great  gettin’  up  morning”  for  us! 


In  Christ’s  love, 


Bill  Hutchinson 
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A  message  from  the  Louisiana 
UM  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry 


We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  second  special 
issue  of  the  Louisiana 
Now!  focusing  on  the 
Louisiana  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  and 
the  Louisiana  Mission 
Zone! 

Since  Sept.  1,  2005 
we  have  welcomed 
more  than  40,000  vol¬ 
unteers  from  around  the 
world  working  across  300  miles  of  the 
Louisiana  Gulf  Coast. 

These  volunteers  have  helped  to  close 
over  6,300  cases  with  the  help  of  our  dedi¬ 
cated  case  managers,  construction  person¬ 
nel,  operation  coordinators  and  administra¬ 
tive  assistants.  Over  1.9  million  volunteer 
hours  have  been  performed  to  assist  clients 
through  the  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry 
with  a  value  of  $37  million  of  in-kind 
donations  offered  back  to  the  State  of 
Louisiana.  This  amount  helps  to  offset 
taxes  that  the  state  owes  to  the  Federal 
government  for  their  assistance  in  the  dis¬ 
aster  of  2005 ! 

We  emphasize  taking  care  of  our  volun¬ 
teers  while  they  are  taking  care  of  our 
clients.  One  person  stated,  “I  didn’t 
expect  to  experience  such  a  high  level  of 
caring  and  connection  while  volunteering. 
Most  of  us  decided  to  take  part  in  this  trip 
to  fulfill  volunteer  requirements  or  as  an 
alternative  to  sitting  around.  I  think,  over¬ 
all,  we  are  different  people,  changed  for  the 
better.  The  infinite  displays  of  compassion 
and  selfless  caring  profoundly  affected  all 
of  us  and  we  will  be  back  to  serve.” 

We  are  still  in  great  need  of  work  teams. 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  is  request¬ 
ing  that  every  church  in  the  Louisiana 


Annual  Conference  send  a  team  during  the 
next  year.  Smaller  churches  can  join  with  a 
sister  church  to  form  a  team.  Please  contact 
our  Disaster  Recovery  Center  located  in 
Baton  Rouge  to  be  assigned  for  one  day,  a 
weekend,  a  week  or  whatever  you  can  do. 
We  are  urgently  in  need  of  teams  for  the 
Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville  areas,  which 
have  been  underserved  in  the  recovery 
efforts. 

Our  case  managers  still  have  2,200 
cases  in  Metro  New  Orleans  and  2,400 
cases  in  Lake  Charles  and  Abbeville. 

Through  generous  donations  to  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief, 
grant  funding  of  14.6  millions  dollars  has 
supported  disaster  recovery  in  Louisiana. 
Eighty  cents  on  the  dollar  went  for  direct 
service  to  the  client! 

For  the  last  two  years,  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  has 
helped  clients  design  recovery  plans; 
rebuilt  homes;  served  as  advocates  with 
Road  Home  and  Long  Term  Committees; 
and  provided  clients  with  spiritual  and 
emotional  care. 

John  Wesley  would  remind  us  these 
words,  “Do  all  the  good  you  can,  by  all  the 
means  you  can,  in  all  the  ways  you  can,  in 
all  the  places  you  can,  at  all  the  times  you 
can,  to  all  the  people  you  can,  as  long  as 
ever  you  can.” 

I  can’t  begin  to  thank  you  for  all  you 
have  done  and  will  do  in  the  future!  God 
bless  each  one  of  you  for  offering  unto  the 
Lord!  God  bless  our  staff,  they  are  great 
servants  for  the  ministry  of  recovery. 

Rev.  Darryl  Allen  Tate 

Executive  Director  of  the  Recovery 

Ministry 


Rev.  Darryl  A.Tate 


Our  heartfelt  thanks  go  out  to  everyone  who  has  given  their  time,  financial  gifts  and  prayer 
support  to  help  Louisiana  recover  from  Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina.  Without  your  help, 
Louisiana  and  the  Gulf  Coast  area  affected  by  the  two  storms  would  not  be  making  the 
progress  we  have  achieved  so  far. 
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UMCOR  volunteers  at  the  Dulac  Substation  climb  the  stairs  to  the  new  Dulac  Community  Center,  fully  funded  by  UMCOR.  Mathilda 
Verrett  poses  with  her  daughters  Ivie  and  Hannah  in  front  of  her  Dulac  home.  Jodi  Smith  from  First  UMC  in  Ottowa,  Kan.  paints  apart¬ 
ments  in  Dulac. 


Dulac  substation  helps  Native  American  population  of  Dulac  to  rebuild  after  Hurricane  Rita 


Mathilda  Verrett  of  Dulac,  La.  enjoys 
the  sounds  of  music  amidst  the  banging  of 
hammers  coming  from  her  new  kitchen 
each  day. 

A  volunteer  work  team  from  Christ 
Community  Church  in  Illinois  sings  acapel- 
la  as  they  install  cabinets  for  Verrett’s  home 
which  was  flooded  during  Hurricane  Rita 
in  September  of  2005. 

“We’ll  break  out  into  four  part  harmony 
while  we’re  working.  It’s  fun,”  said  high 
school  senior  Kevin  Pittman,  who  added 
that  he  has  enjoyed  serving  storm  victims 
in  southwest  Louisiana. 

“It’s  really  different  down  here.  It’s  like 
another  world.  We  took  a  fan  boat  ride  yes¬ 
terday,  which  was  one  of  the  coolest  expe¬ 
riences  of  my  life,”  he  added. 

Pittman’s  group  is  one  of  over  50  teams 
that  have  served  through  the  Dulac 
Substation,  part  of  the  UMCOR  sponsored 
La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry. 

“The  volunteers  are  doing  a  good  job,” 
said  Verrett.  “This  was  my  grandpa’s 
house.  We  got  four  feet  of  water  during 
Rita.” 

Rosalyn  Dean,  whose  house  was  severe¬ 
ly  damaged  by  two  and  a  half  feet  of  water, 
also  lives  in  a  family  home,  located  in  this 
marshy  area  of  southwest  Louisana.  “This 
house  belonged  to  my  mom  and  dad.  After 
the  storm,  we  were  trying  to  make  all  the 
repairs  by  ourselves.  The  Methodists  were 
visiting  people  in  the  area  and  asked  us  if 
we  needed  help.  So  we  took  them  up  on 
their  offer.” 

Jodi  Smith,  a  volunteer  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Ottawa,  Kan., 
gets  to  use  her  skills  as  a  professional 


painter  as  she  puts  a  fresh  coat  of  paint  on 
apartment  walls.  The  apartment  building  is 
part  of  the  Dulac  Community  Center  com¬ 
plex,  which  is  a  ministry  of  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Annual  Conference. 

“We’ll  keep  coming  so  people  can  get 
their  life  back,”  said  Smith.  “We’ve  had 
five  or  six  team  that  have  come  to 
Louisiana  so  far.  Our  church  also  has  a 
team  back  in  Kansas,  right  now,  helping 
with  the  tornado  disaster.” 

The  Dulac  Station,  a  substation  of  the 
Abbeville  Disaster  Recovery  Station,  was 
opened  in  November  of  2006.  “Since  that 
time,  close  to  200  families  in  need  have 
been  identified  for  assistance.  Of  these 
cases,  volunteers  have  already  completed 
seven  rebuilds  and  are  currently  working 
on  25  homes,”  said  John  Paul  McGuire, 
station  manager  since  November  2006. 

A  brand  new  community  center  build¬ 
ing,  paid  for  with  UMCOR  funding,  houses 
volunteers  like  Jodi  Smith  who  travel  to 
this  small,  primarily  Native  American  com¬ 
munity  to  help  them  rebuild  from  the  dev¬ 
astation  of  Hurricane  Rita. 

“Dulac  is  the  first  line  of  defense  when 
storms  come,”  said  Rev.  Kirby  Verrett,  pas¬ 
tor  of  Clanton  Chapel  UMC  in  Dulac,  just 
a  few  hundred  feet  away  from  the  Dulac 
Community  Center.  “We  are  just  south  of 
Houma,  La.,  which  would  flood  if  this  land 
weren’t  here.” 

Verrett,  a  member  of  the  Houma  Indian 
Nation,  praises  the  tenacity  of  the  people 
who  have  lived  in  this  small  fishing  town 
for  generations.  “We  have  weathered  many 
hurricanes.  People  wonder  why  anyone 
would  want  to  go  through  this  rebuilding 
process  over  and  over.  The  bottom  line  is. 


Dulac  is  home  for  them.  This  is  their  land, 
and  people  don’t  want  to  give  up  what  they 
have.” 

Rev.  Verrett  adds  that  Clanton  Chapel 
UMC  is  doing  well,  even  through  there  has 
been  some  loss  of  population  after 
Hurricane  Rita.  “Although  some  have 
moved  as  far  up  as  Houma,  they  still  come 
to  church  here  on  Sundays.  It’s  interesting 
that  the  Baptists  rebuilt  a  church  further 
north,  and  a  few  others  moved  up.  But 
Clanton  Chapel  survived  the  storm,  and 
we’re  staying  right  here.” 

Down  the  road,  Sandi  Rosson  from 
First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Muskogee,  Oklahoma  packs  up  from  a  day 
of  working  on  the  storm  damaged  home  of 
Rosalie  Little. 

“The  house  flooded  during  Rita,  and 
was  gutted.  Our  team  is  working  on  the 
rebuilding  of  Ms.  Little’s  home,”  said 


Rosson,  who  made  her  last  volunteer  trip  to 
Louisiana  after  Hurricane  Andrew. 

After  a  day  of  scraping  and  painting, 
several  members  of  the  team  took  trashed 
remnants  of  the  building  to  fashion  a  cross 
and  a  picnic  table  for  Little.  “The  picnic 
table  was  made  from  an  old  door  original 
to  the  house,”  said  Rosson. 

In  Dulac,  the  majority  of  families  are 
employed  in  the  shrimp  industry,  earning  a 
wage  that  is  below  poverty  level.  The  need 
for  help  in  this  community  existed  before 
Hurricane  Rita  hit.  One  volunteer 
expressed  the  rewards  of  working  in  such  a 
community  in  this  way:  “Serving  here  pres¬ 
ents  a  wonderful  opportunity  for  ministry. 
We  don’t  have  to  travel  as  far  as  Africa  or 
Asia  to  find  people  in  need.  Here  is  an 
opportunity  to  be  the  hands  and  feet  of 
Christ.” 


For  more  information  or  to  volunteer  contact  the 

Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  Louisiana  70802 
(225)  346-1646  (office) 

(225)  383-2652  (fax) 
laumdisastermin@bellsouth.net  (email) 
www.laumcstormrelief.com 
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Free  clinic  to  offer  medical  services  to  uninsured  of  New  Orleans 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Melissa  Erekson  could  never  have 
imagined  herself  as  a  key  volunteer  in  start¬ 
ing  a  free  medical  clinic  in  New  Orleans. 

“I  have  no  medical  background,  but  I 
am  a  grant  writer  with  knowledge  of  the 
non-profit  sector,”  said  Erekson,  a  young 
mother  and  a  member  of  Rayne  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans. 

Luke’s  House,  which  will  launch  this 
fall,  is  a  collaborative  project  spearheaded 
by  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  and  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  where  the  clinic  will  be  housed. 

“We  are  meeting  a  very  important  need. 
Our  members  are  excited  about  the  project 
and  are  looking  forward  to  working  with 
it,”  said  Mt.  Zion  member  Delphenie 
Butler,  who  serves  with  Erickson  on  the 
board  for  this  newly  formed  non-profit 
clinic. 

Mt.  Zion  UMC,  badly  damaged  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  August  of  2005,  is  sit¬ 
uated  in  an  underserved  area  of  the  city. 
“Many  of  the  residents  are  uninsured  and 
need  free  health  care.  Prior  to  Katrina,  most 
of  them  received  medical  services  from 
Charity  Hospital,  which  is  no  longer  open,” 
said  Butler,  who  added  that  a  lot  of  chil¬ 
dren  live  in  the  area  surrounding  Mt.  Zion. 

Repairs  to  the  church  are  close  to  com¬ 


pletion,  and  members  expect  to  be  back  in 
the  facility  within  a  few  weeks. 

“Central  City  did  have  flooding,  but 
some  areas  stayed  dry.  Because  of  that,  the 
area  repopulated  more  quickly  than  neigh¬ 
borhoods  like  Gentilly  and  Lakeview. 
Former  residents  are  coming  back  to  the 
area,  along  with  a  growing  Hispanic  popu¬ 
lation  of  workers  who  have  arrived  to  work 
with  reconstruction,”  added  Erekson. 

Clients  served  by  the  clinic  will  not  be 
limited  to  area  residents,  said  Rev.  Martha 
Orphe,  director  of  the  La.  Conference 
Mission  Zone.  “Services  are  available  to 
anyone  in  need.  The  area  surrounding  Mt. 
Zion  is  on  a  major  thoroughfare,  so  the 
clinic  will  be  very  accessible,”  she  added. 

The  idea  of  opening  a  free  clinic  came 
from  members  of  volunteer  work  teams 
from  St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Since  December  of 
2005,  a  total  of  10  teams  from  Lincoln 
have  been  housed  at  Rayne  Memorial 
while  gutting  homes  through  the  UMCOR 
supported  La.  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 
“We  became  very  close  to  the  teams  from 
Lincoln.  They  even  held  fundraising  cam¬ 
paigns  back  in  Nebraska  for  the  rebuilding 
of  Rayne ’s  storm  damaged  sanctuary,”  said 
Erekson. 


The  name  of  the  Nebraska  facility  is 
Clinic  With  a  Heart,  which  has  served  as  a 
model  for  Luke’s  House.  “Rayne ’s  pastor, 
Rev.  Carol  Winn  Crawford,  got  to  know 
members  of  the  St.  Mark’s  volunteer  group. 
Their  outreach  mission,  Clinic  With  a 
Heart,  came  up  in  conversation.  Members 
of  one  of  the  groups  met  with  Rayne’s  out¬ 
reach  committee  last  year  to  talk  about  the 
clinic  and  how  it  works,”  said  Erekson. 

The  clinic  followed  up  by  sending  Dr. 
Rob  Rhodes,  medical  director,  and  Patricia 
Magyar,  executive  director  for  Clinic  with 
a  Heart,  to  New  Orleans  for  a  presentation 
on  their  outreach  mission.  “Rob  and 
Patricia  have  been  a  true  inspiration  in  all 
of  this,  sharing  documents  like  their  volun¬ 
teer  manual  and  operating  budget  that 
formed  the  basis  for  Luke’s  House,”  said 
Erekson. 

As  exploration  continued,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  sent  an  advisor 
to  assist  the  group  in  planning.  “Ted 
Wamock  spent  four  months  with  us.  As  we 
did  the  foundational  work  on  forming  the 
clinic,  he  helped  us  explore  the  issues  of 
liability  and  incorporation,  among  others,” 
said  Rev.  Orphe. 

A  seven  member  board  formed  and 
applications  for  a  501(c)3  tax  classification 
have  been  completed.  “One  of  our  board 
members,  Rob  Anderson,  works  with  a  net¬ 
work  of  free  clinics  called  Partnership  for 
Access  to  Health  Care.  Another  church 
member  teaches  Spanish  at  Tulane 
University  and  will  be  organizing  volun¬ 
teers  to  work  with  Hispanic  clients,”  said 
Erekson. 

Revs.  Juanita  and  Oscar  Ramos,  GBGM 
missionaries,  have  been  assigned  to  serve 
the  New  Orleans  mission  zone  as  Hispanic 
ministry  coordinators.  “They  will  also  be 
working  with  translation  and  helping  to 
contact  residents  in  the  areas  who  speak 
Spanish,”  said  Rev.  Orphe. 

Clinic  organizers  plan  to  begin  by  offer¬ 
ing  services  one  night  a  week. 

Appointments  will  be  taken,  but  walk-ins 
will  be  accommodated.  “Luke’s  House  will 
offer  basic  primary  care  and  referrals  for 
mental  health  care.  We  expect  to  have  a 
large  number  of  patients  needing  treatment 


for  high  blood  pressure  and  diabetes.  We 
will  partner  with  a  local  lab  and  send  out  a 
limited  amount  of  samples  for  lab  analy¬ 
sis,”  said  Erekson. 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  will  assist  with 
recruiting  volunteer  medical  teams  locally 
and  nationally.  “The  teams  will  be  critical 
in  the  success  of  the  project,  which  will  be 
volunteer-driven.  We’ve  already  been  in 
conversation  with  a  team  from  Alabama, 
and  we  believe  this  volunteer  opportunity 
will  be  very  successful,”  said  Norman. 

The  board  is  close  to  hiring  an  executive 
director  who  will  oversee  operations,  mar¬ 
keting  and  fundraising.  A  volunteer  medical 
director  will  also  be  placed  in  the  next 
month.  “We  want  to  hire  a  volunteer  coor¬ 
dinator,  also,”  said  Butler. 

A  grant  for  $84,000  from  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation  in  Louisiana  has 
provided  a  core  base  of  funds  to  launch  to 
clinic.  “Private  donations  of  $13,000  have 
also  come  from  members  of  Rayne 
Memorial  and  St.  Marks  UMC  in  Lincoln,” 
said  Erekson,  who  stressed  that  fund  rais¬ 
ing  will  be  key  to  the  project’s  success. 

Those  wishing  to  make  donations  or 
volunteer  as  part  of  Luke’s  House  staff 
may  contact  Rayne  Memorial  United 
Methodist  Church  at  (504)  899-343 1 . 

Delphenie  Butler  emphasized  that  Mt. 
Zion’s  collaboration  with  Rayne  Memorial 
is  a  continuation  of  a  relationship  that 
existed  between  the  two  churches  prior  to 
Hurricane  Katrina.  “When  both  congrega¬ 
tions  returned  to  the  city,  we  began  to 
examine  different  ways  that  we  could  work 
together  to  serve  the  needy  of  New 
Orleans.  The  clinic  is  the  perfect  project. 
The  facility’s  full  name  is  ‘Luke’s  House,  a 
clinic  for  healing  and  hope.’  We  pray  that 
our  efforts  will  offer  healing  and  hope.” 

Those  wishing  to  know  more  about 
Luke’s  House  can  visit  the  website  for 
Rayne  Memorial  UMC  at 
www.rayneumc.org  Readers  can  also  find 
out  more  about  St.  Marks  UMC’s  clinic  by 
visiting 

http://www.clinicwithaheart.org/index.sp 


Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  Director  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  Mission  Zone,  and  Melissa 
Erekson  and  Delphenie  Butler,  board  members  for  the  newly  formed  Luke's  House,  dis¬ 
cuss  the  free  clinic's  launch  in  the  fall  of  2007. The  clinic  will  be  located  in  New  Orleans. 


Never  underestimate  the  importance  of  emergency  preparation 


BY  REV.  FREDDIE  HENDERSON 
CONFERENCE  DIRECTOR  OF  DISASTER 
PREPAREDNESS 

Emergency  preparedness  is  important 
for  all  of  us.  In  the  event  of  a  disaster,  there 
is  comfort  in  knowing  that  planning  has 
gone  into  how  to  deal  with  the  situation 
and  that  everyone  is  informed. 

While  there  are  numerous  sites  where 
one  can  obtain  information  regarding  disas¬ 
ter  preparation,  we  have  to  broaden  our 
thinking  to  include  all  types  of  hazards. 

One  source  of  pertinent  information  is 
www.Ready.gov  This  site  provides  guide¬ 
lines  for  making  an  emergency  supply  kit 
and  developing  a  family  communications 
plan  for  both  a  natural  or  man-made  emer¬ 
gency. 

To  view  Louisiana’s  preparedness  data, 
visit  www.ohsep.louisiana.gov.  The  Parish 
Emergency  Preparedness  Offices  Contacts 


Directory  will  give  you  the  necessary  data 
to  contact  the  respective  officer  for  your 
area. 

Your  evacuation  plan  should  include 
provisions  for  medical  supplies;  prescrip¬ 
tion  medications;  dentures;  flashlights;  bat¬ 
teries,  a  radio,  first  aid  kit  and  bottled 
water;  clothing  and  bedding  for  each 
household  member;  and  car  keys  and  keys 
to  the  place  you  may  be  going  (friend’s  or 
relative’s  home). 

You  should  also  consider  taking  these 
items:  Infant  formula  and  diapers;  pet  food 
and  extra  water  for  your  pet;  cash  or  travel¬ 
er’s  checks  and  change;  household  chlorine 
bleach  and  medicine  dropper-  When  dilut¬ 
ed  nine  parts  water  to  one  part  bleach, 
bleach  can  be  used  as  a  disinfectant.  Or,  in 
an  emergency,  you  can  use  it  to  treat  water 
by  using  1 6  drops  of  regular  household  liq¬ 
uid  bleach  per  gallon  of  water.  Do  not  use 


scented,  color  safe  or  bleaches  with  added 
cleaners;  a  fire  extinguisher;  matches  in  a 
waterproof  container;  feminine  supplies, 
paper  cups,  plates  and  plastic  utensils, 
paper  towels;  paper  and  a  pencil;  books, 
games  puzzles  or  other  activities  for  chil¬ 
dren. 

Make  a  folder  of  important  papers  to 
take  with  you:  a  Social  Security  card;  proof 
of  residence  (deed  or  lease);  insurance 
papers;  birth  and  marriage  certificates; 
stocks,  bonds,  and  other  negotiable  certifi¬ 
cates;  wills;  deeds,  and  copies  of  a  recent 
tax  return. 

Everyone  should  have  some  basic  sup¬ 
plies  on  hand  in  order  to  survive  for  at  least 
three  days  if  an  emergency  occurs.  . 

At  www.Louisianafloods.org  where  you 
will  find  vital  information  regarding  the 
preparation  for  floods  and  how  to  function 
efficiently  in  the  event  of  a  flood. 


For  the  latest  research-based  informa- 
tion  on  just  about  anything,  one  may  visit  - 
the  LSU  Ag  Center  Web  site:  www.lsuag- 
center.com 

The  National  Hurricane  Center- 
www.nhc.noaa.gov  is  a  great  source  of 
information. 

National  Preparedness  Month  is  a  each 
September  encouraging  Americans  to  take 
simple  steps  to  prepare  for  emergencies. 

The  goal  of  the  month  is  to  increase  public 
awareness  about  the  importance  of  prepar¬ 
ing  for  emergencies. 

The  Office  of  Public  Health  also  has  a 
Highly  informative  Family  Readiness 
Guide  which  is  available  from  the  Disaster 
Preparedness  Office  in  Baton  Rouge  in  the 
Conference  Office  at  527  North  Blvd.. 

These  may  also  be  obtained  from  your 
local  Office  of  Public  Health  parish  health 
unit. 
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At  left,  Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries  and  Rev.  Connie  Thomas  join  Marion 
Hardesty  at  the  recent  anniversary  celebration  of  Mt.Zion  UMC.  Children  process, 
above,  during  Palm  Sunday  reconsecration  of  Cornerstone  UMC,  also  in  New  Orleans. 


La.  Conference  Mission  Zone  focused  on  rebuilding  church  ministry  in  storm  affected  regions 


Not  all  of  the  50  church  buildings  in  the 
La.  United  Methodist  Conference  Mission 
Zone  were  damaged,  said  Rev.  Martha 
Orphe.  “But  without  a  doubt,  all  of  the 
congregations’  ministries  were  affected.” 

Forty-seven  churches  in  the  Greater 
New  Orleans  area  and  three  churches  in 
Cameron  Parish  stand  at  different  stages  of 
recovery  and  ministry  nearly  two  years 
after  Hurricanes  Rita  and  Katrina  devastat¬ 
ed  the  coastline  of  Louisiana.  These 
churches  are  part  of  a  Mission  Zone,  desig¬ 
nated  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
to  focus  on  their  special  needs  and  min¬ 
istries. 

“We  know  all  too  well  that  the  church  is 
not  the  buildings  ...  the  church  is  the  peo¬ 
ple. 

On  this  continuum  of  recovery,  some 
badly  damaged  churches  have  been  rebuilt 
and  are  coming  back  with  determination. 
Bethany,  Cornerstone  and  Hartzell  United 
Methodist  Churches  have  been  reopened, 
as  well  as  Grand  Chenier  UMC  in 
Cameron.  Their  congregations  are  still 
being  reformed  with  the  pastors  and  lay 
people  providing  outreach  and  working 
hard  to  serve  the  community,”  said  Orphe. 
“Their  buildings  and  ministries  serve  as  an 
oasis  for  people  who  struggle  daily  in  their 
own  recovery.  All  around  most  of  these 
churches  you  can  still  see  the  devastation.” 

Hartzell  UMC,  located  in  the  Lower 
Ninth  Ward  of  New  Orleans,  has  been  out¬ 
fitted  to  serve  as  an  outreach  center. 
“Despite  the  fact  that  the  church  is  centered 
in  one  of  the  city’s  worst  areas  of  devasta¬ 
tion,  the  building  and  sanctuary  have  been 
restored.  Side  rooms  now  hold  bunk  beds 
to  house  volunteers  on  site.  We  also  have 
staff  working  in  collaboration  with  the 
local  school  to  provide  a  summer  program 
for  area  children.” 

One  important  service  for  the  communi¬ 
ty  is  a  computer  lab  that  has  been  set  up  at 
Hartzell  UMC.  “Most  area  residents  con¬ 
tinue  to  live  in  FEMA  trailers,  so  they  have 
no  access  to  the  Internet.  Many  use  our 
services,”  said  Orphe. 

Restoration  in  the  Lower  Ninth  Ward  is 
slower  than  other  areas.  Because  of  the 
extreme  devastation,  residents  were  not 
allowed  back  into  the  area  until  at  least  six 
to  nine  months  after  everyone  else  in  the 
city  had  returned.  “Even  now,  the  city  will 
only  give  you  utility  hookups  once  they  see 
you  are  there  and  plan  to  stay.  It  takes  a 
tremendous  amount  of  faith  and  self-deter¬ 
mination  to  come  back  and  rebuild.  There 


have  been  a  lot  of  conversations  about 
turning  areas  into  green  space.  I  believe  the 
Lower  Ninth  Ward  would  have  bulldozed 
were  it  not  for  the  courage  of  these  people 
who  are  willing  to  come  back  in  the  worst 
of  circumstances,”  said  Orphe. 

United  Methodist  churches  are  minister¬ 
ing  to  people  with  every  imaginable  need. 
“We  are  highly  concerned  about  depression 
and  post-tramautic  stress  syndrome  and  the 
need  for  emotional,  physical  and  spiritual 
healing,”  said  Orphe. 

One  young,  expectant  mother  visited 
Boynton  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Gretna.  “That  day,  Boynton  was  hosting  its 
first  joint  communion  service  with  First 
UMC  in  Algiers,  and  Asbury  and  St. 
Matthew  UMCs  in  New  Orleans.” 

Soon,  the  young  woman  became  ill  and 
was  hospitalized.  A  United  Methodist  pas¬ 
tor  visited  her  in  the  hospital,  which 
touched  her  very  deeply.  She,  along  with 
her  husband  and  two  children,  returned  to 
the  church  and  became  members.  “That 
same  day  she  returned  to  the  hospital  and 
delivered  twin  baby  girls.  She  named  the 
girls  Nevaeh —  Heaven  spelled  back¬ 
wards — and  Lyrics.” 

Had  the  churches  not  gathered  on  that 
night,  the  woman  might  not  have  found  a 
church  family  to  help  her.  “As  the  church, 
we  give  hope  and  tangible  services  to  a 
hurting  people,”  said  Orphe. 

The  needs  of  young  people  in  New 
Orleans  are  great.  “Some  teenagers  are  in 
the  city  without  parents.  School  children 
are  dealing  with  the  aftermath  of  surviving 
the  greatest  disaster  of  their  lives.  We  have 
hired  Michael  Caffey  as  the  Mission  Zone 
Youth  Director  to  help  with  our  churches 
and  community  youth  ministries,”  she 
added. 

Churches  that  did  not  suffer  as  much 
physical  damage  started  worshipping  short¬ 
ly  after  the  hurricanes,  but  not  without 
struggles  of  their  own.  “These  churches 
have  worked  overtime,  offering  ministries 
to  suffering  people  across  the  city.  In  these 
congregations,  there  was  an  initial  loss  of 
membership  due  to  the  diaspora.  And  even 
now,  after  the  return  of  some  membership, 
we  are  experiencing  second  and  third 
waves  of  evacuations  after  people  returned 
and  decided  that  they  could  not  stay.  Many 
of  our  stronger  churches  had  cut  staff  posi¬ 
tions  and  some  ministries.  But  they  now 
receive  support  for  staff  through  the 
Mission  Zone  to  strengthen  their  ministries 
to  the  people. 


Church  mergers  are  playing  a  role  in 
determining  the  future  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.  “In 
some  cases,  churches  were  struggling 
before  the  storm.  So  we  have  asked  con¬ 
gregations  to  discern  how  they  might  serve 
the  Kingdom  of  God  by  merging  with 
another  congregation,  combining  their 
resources  and  membership,”  said  Orphe. 

Completed  mergers  include  LaHarpe 
UMC  with  Thompson  UMC;  Brooks  UMC 
with  Shaw  Temple  UMC;  and  Peck, 

Wesley  and  First  Street  UMCs  coming 
together  to  form  First  Street  PW  UMC. 

Peoples  United  Methodist  Church  will 
reopen  with  a  small  congregation  on 
Sunday,  Aug.  26  at  4  p.m..  “But  they  are 
currently  meeting  community  needs,  pro¬ 
viding  space  for  volunteer  work  teams. 
They  have  a  food  pantry  and  are  providing 
expanded  case  management  services  like 
meals  and  job  training.  The  area  of  New 
Orleans  surrounding  the  church  has  an 
increasing  number  of  Hispanic  persons,  so 
they  plan  to  offer  bilingual  services,”  said 
Orphe. 

Meeting  the  needs  of  Hispanic  residents 
in  New  Orleans  is  a  top  priority  for  the  La. 
Annual  Conference.  In  addition  to  the 
Hispanic  ministry  which  exists  at  El 
Messias  UMC  in  Kenner,  two  more  centers 
will  offer  services  in  other  areas  of  the  city 
where  concentrations  of  Spanish  speaking 
persons  are  higher.  “We  will  have  assis¬ 
tance  offered  at  Covenant  UMC  in 
Chalmette  and  possibly  a  center  in  Mid- 
City.  Revs.  Juanita  and  Oscar  Ramos, 
GBGM  missionaries,  will  spearhead  this 
initiative  to  bolster  the  fine  work  that  has 
been  done  at  El  Messias  UMC  under  the 
leadership  of  Rev.  Sam  Calvo  and  Maribel 
Calvo.” 

Over  the  two-year  period  since 
Hurricane  Katrina  hit  New  Orleans,  a  total 
of  five  local  churches  have  been  decom¬ 
missioned.  They  include  Trinity  Gentilly, 
Napoleon,  Felicity,  John  Wesley  and  St. 
Philip  United  Methodist  Churches.  “Trinity 
Gentilly  is  being  leased  by  the  Mennonites, 
and  disposition  of  the  properties  is  under 
consideration,”  said  Orphe. 

First  Street  PW,  St.  Luke’s,  Bethany  and 
First  United  Methodist  Churches  have  been 
designated  as  “anchor”  churches  in  the 
Mission  Zone.  “These  churches  are  receiv¬ 
ing  designated  funds  to  strengthen  their 
ministries  in  the  very  areas  which  are 
repopulating  or  are  projected  to  repopulate 
the  fastest  in  the  city.  These  areas  are 


Central  City,  Lake  view,  Lake 
Ponchatrain/Gentilly  and  Mid-City.” 

All  of  the  churches  in  the  Mission  Zone 
are  expected  to  meet  certain  benchmarks, 
said  Orphe.  “Timelines  will  help  us  see 
how  we  are  progressing.  We’ll  be  looking 
at  worship  attendance,  new  members,  new 
leaders  and  outreach  ministries.  Do  church¬ 
es  have  new  small  groups,  and  are  they 
meeting  connectional  apportionments?” 

Every  church  building  that  was  heavily 
damaged  has  been  gutted,  cleaned  and 
secured.  “But  not  every  church  will  return 
as  a  worshipping  congregation.  Things  are 
constantly  evolving,  and  after  another  year 
of  exploration  and  discernment,  we  have  a 
clearer  picture  on  things,”  said  Orphe 

United  Methodist  churches  have  played 
a  critical  role  is  hosting  work  teams  that  are 
rebuilding  storm  ravaged  areas  of  the  state. 

“How  many  churches  have  bunk  beds 
and  showers  in  their  Sunday  school  rooms 
or  even  in  their  parlors?  Heaven  forbid,” 
said  Orphe,  who  added  that  1 6  churches  in 
New  Orleans  have  hosted  visiting  teams 
through  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry. 

“Because  of  the  volunteer  teams,  finan¬ 
cial  support  and  prayer  support,  we  have 
begun  our  recovery  with  hope  ...  but  there 
is  yet  so  much  more  work  to  be  done,”  said 
Orphe. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  has  given 
over  1.8  million  dollars  through  the  Katrina 
Church  Recovery  Appeal.  “These  funds 
have  been  critical  in  rebuilding  churches 
and  ministry  in  storm  ravaged  areas.  We 
ask  that  everyone  prayerfully  consider  giv¬ 
ing  generously  once  more  when  a  special 
collection  for  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery 
Appeal  is  taken  on  Aug.  26  in  churches 
throughout  the  connection.  Your  gifts  truly 
make  all  the  difference,”  said  Orphe,  who 
also  encourages  Districts  and  local  church¬ 
es  to  consider  becoming  a  partner  church. 

Congregations  can  join  162  other 
churches  and  become  a  special  partner  with 
a  church  or  group  of  churches  in  Cameron 
Parish  or  the  Greater  New  Orleans  Area 
through  our  Church  Partnership  Program. 
For  more  information  on  this  opportunity, 
email  churchpartnering@bellsouth.net 

“We  know  water,  storms,  hurricanes  and 
tornadoes  came  and  brought  us  despair  and 
devastation,”  said  Orphe.  “But  we  also 
know  that  our  United  Methodist  brothers 
and  sisters  bring  us  God’s  hope.” 
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Work  teams  needed  to  continue  disaster  recovery  in  Louisiana 


Manager  of  Volunteers  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries,  left,  and  Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  Director  of 
Operations  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  stress  that  volun¬ 
teers  work  teams  are  the  backbone  of  the  recovery  process  in  storm  damaged  areas  of 
the  state.  Volunteers  are  still  needed.  Visit  www.laumcstormrelief.com. 


Without  volunteer  work  teams,  it  would 
be  impossible  to  rebuild  south  Louisiana, 
said  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries,  Manager  of 
Volunteers  for  the  La.  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 

“The  labor  provided  by  volunteers 
allows  us  to  help  more  people  because  we 
don’t  have  to  find  funding  for  that  part  of 
gutting  or  rebuilding  a  storm  damaged 
house,”  said  Rev.  Amy  Mercer,  Director  of 
Operations  for  the  ministry. 

Much  has  been  accomplished,  said 
Mercer,  but  much  is  left  to  be  done.  “We 
still  have  5,200  open  cases  being  served  by 
our  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry.” 

The  flow  of  volunteer  help  tends  to  fol¬ 
low  a  pattern  of  peaks  and  valleys.  “The 
most  popular  months  for  teams  are  March, 
April,  June  and  July.  Volunteers  have 
slowed  down  to  a  crawl  for  August  and 
September,  and  we  expect  December  to  be 
slow  as  well.  With  such  highs  and  lows,  it 
is  hard  to  maintain  a  consistent  work 
force,”  said  Dayries. 

Another  significant  concern  is  the  slow 
down  of  volunteers  coming  to  help  in 
southwest  Louisiana,  which  was  deeply 
affected  by  Hurricane  Rita.  “Of  the  5,200 
cases  still  open,  a  third  of  the  open  cases 
remain  at  the  Lake  Charles  Recovery 
Station.  The  truth  is  that  most  groups  from 
outside  the  state  gravitate  toward  New 
Orleans  to  help  in  the  wake  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,”  said  Mercer. 

The  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  is  mak¬ 
ing  a  big  push  for  volunteer  teams  from 
local  churches  in  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference.  “If  every  church  in  the  confer¬ 


ence  could  just  send  one  team  per  year,  it 
would  solve  most  of  our  volunteer  prob¬ 
lems.  Local  teams  can  choose  to  volunteer 
for  just  one,  two  or  three  days  at  a  time. 
Many  churches  are  only  an  hour  or  two 
away  from  storm  affected  areas  of  the  state. 
If  we  just  got  a  little  bit  of  help  from  more 
people,  we  could  keep  a  consistent  work 
force  throughout  the  year,”  said  Dayries. 

Mercer  added,  “Louisiana,  we  need  you 
more  than  ever.  It  will  be  up  to  us  to  carry 
this  to  the  finish  line.” 

Volunteer  teams  are  not  limited  to 
churches,  said  Mercer.  “Any  group  of 
friends  could  come  together.  You  might  be 
a  part  of  a  service,  social  or  civic  group 
that  may  wish  to  volunteer.  Ask  your 
employer  if  he  will  give  a  day  off  to 
employees  who  wish  to  form  a  team.” 

The  need  for  skilled  volunteers  is 
increasing  as  the  recovery  effort  is  moving 
from  gutting  houses  to  rebuilding  houses. 
“But  we  find  that  the  ideal  team  has  a  bal¬ 
ance  of  skilled  and  unskilled  volunteers. 

We  can  teach  anyone  who  volunteers  what 
they  need  to  know  to  do  the  work.  And 
when  those  folks  go  home  with  new  skills, 
they  are  our  best  recmiters.  They  share 
their  experiences  with  their  friends  and 
wind  up  coming  back,  bringing  more  with 
them.  For  most  volunteers,  this  is  a  trans¬ 
forming  experience,”  said  Mercer. 

Out-of-state  volunteers  have  been  cre¬ 
ative  in  trying  to  help  out.  Woods  Chapel 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lee  Summit, 
Missouri  has  set  up  a  trailer  at  the  Uptown 
Station  in  New  Orleans  for  use  by  a  long¬ 
term  volunteer  from  their  congregation. 


Called  the  “Matthew  28  Project,”  Woods 
Chapel  is  sending  a  new  volunteer  to  New 
Orleans  every  30  days.  “These  volunteers 
serve  as  construction  helpers  and  interact 
with  work  teams  and  help  in  other  ways. 
The  nice  thing  is  that  they  automatically 
have  housing  because  of  the  trailer  set  up 
by  their  church,”  said  Mercer,  who  is  quick 
to  point  out  that  there  is  adequate  housing 
for  any  volunteer  that  wishes  to  come  and 
work. 

To  date,  the  La.  United  Methodist 


Disaster  Recovery  ministry  has  served 
more  than  1 6,870  clients;  gutted  more  than 
3,000  houses;  completed  more  than  1,500 
major  repairs;  and  rebuilt  more  than  465 
homes  in  storm  damaged  areas  of  the  state. 

“We  have  hosted  over  40,000  volunteers 
so  far.  They  have  come  from  all  over  the 
state,  the  nation  and  the  world.  People  have 
been  so  kind  and  generous  .  .  .  but  we  don’t 
want  them  to  forget  about  us.  We  still  have 
a  long  way  to  go,”  said  Mercer. 


Volunteers  from  within  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  left, 
work  on  a  house  in  the  Lake  Charles  area.  A  work  team 
from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Muskogee, 
Oklahoma  gathers  for  a  group  photo  beside  the  home 
of  Rosalie  Little  in  Dulac,  La. The  team  is  helping  to 
rebuild  Little's  home,  which  was  flooded  during 
Hurricane  Rita  in  September  of  2005.  A  member  of  the 
team  poses  for  a  picture  of  the  back  of  his  t-shirt, 
which  was  designed  for  the  mission  to  Louisiana. 
Several  of  the  team  members  did  get  to  see  alligators, 
commemorated  on  the  shirt,  during  a  swamp  tour 
while  serving  in  Dulac,  La. 
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Staff  and  volunteers  celebrate  the  finish  of  a  home  rebuild  for  Kimberly  Young,  whose  home  was  damaged  by  Humcane  Katrma.  Pictured  left 
Manager;  James  Anderson,Case  Manager  for  the  Uptown  Disaster  Recovery  Station;  Young;  Althea  Fontenot,  Director  of  Case  Management  for  the  La 

Recovery  Ministry;  Joe  Taylor,  Case  Manager  for  the  Uptown  Disaster  Recovery  Station;  and  Roger,  a  volunteer  who  stayed  for  two  weeks  to  help  fmish  the  rebu  'd  Above  right 
Landlord  Chester  Jones  is  pictured  with  Kristi  Law,  Supervisor  of  Case  Management,  and  Brandi  Russell,  Operations  Coordinator  for  the  Lake  Charles-Southwest  Recovery  Station. 


Case  management  is  an  integral  part  of  recovery 


Case  management  is  not  for  the  faint  of 
heart,  insists  Althea  Fontenot,  Director  of 
Case  Management  for  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 

“Case  management  is  a  process  of  offer¬ 
ing  ongoing,  individualized  services.  It 
includes  monitoring  results,  solving  prob¬ 
lems  and  revising  and  revisiting  recovery 
plans  as  needed,”  said  Fontenot. 

“The  La.  Conference  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  is  very  proud  of  its  case  manage¬ 
ment  staff.  They  continue  to  display 
courage,  inspiration  and  ingenuity  in 
removing  barriers  to  aid  in  their  clients’ 
recovery,”  said  Fontenot. 

An  example  of  that  ingenuity  occured 
last  quarter  when  the  Lake  Charles  Disaster 
Recovery  Station  teamed  up  with  the 
United  Way  of  Southwest  Louisiana  and  a 
local  landlord  to  put  six  displaced  persons 
into  permanent  housing.  “United  Way 
asked  us  to  qualify  six  of  our  applicants  to 
be  place  into  newly  renovated  one  bedroom 
homes.  These  clients  will  pay  no  rent  for  a 
year  and  have  the  option  to  purchase  the 
homes  after  that  year,”  said  Kristi  Law, 
Supervisor  of  Case  Management  for  the 
Lake  Charles  station. 

“If  the  clients  can’t  secure  financing 
through  a  traditional  funding  source,  the 
homeowner  has  offered  to  finance  the 
homes, ’’she  added. 

The  people  placed  in  the  homes  all  had 
a  variety  of  challengin  circumstances,  said 
Law.  “One  was  a  single  dad  that  was  previ¬ 
ously  living  with  10  other  people  in  a  four 
bedroom  home.  He  has  a  four-month-old 
child  and  was  doing  everything  possible  for 
him  and  his  baby.  He  was  absolutely 
thrilled  to  be  placed  in  one  of  these 
homes.” 

Another  client  is  a  21 -year-old  college 
student  who  was  living  in  an  apartment 
complex  and  lost  everything  during 
Hurricane  Rita.  He  is  worked  two  jobs 
while  completeing  school,  and  is  now  a 
licensed  barber. 


“This  young  man  is  now  pursuing  his 
Bachelors  degree  from  the  local  university 
and  he  still  finds  time  to  give  free  hair  cuts 
to  a  local  center  for  adults  with  physical 
and  mental  disabilities,”  added  Law. 

Every  case  manager  wears  a  number  of 
different  hats  and  plays  a  key  role  in  identi¬ 
fying  “the  least,  the  last  and  the  lost”  in 
need  of  the  recovery  ministry’s  services. 
“Case  Work  in  Disaster  Response,”  a  man¬ 
ual  developed  in  2001  by  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  stresses  that  the  work 
is  focused  upon  an  individual’s  or  a  fami¬ 
ly’s  recovery. 

“As  a  discipline,  case  management 
requires  an  understanding  of  how  various 
entities  effect  disaster  recovery.  It  is  the 
case  manager’s  responsibility  to  know  the 
sequence  of  delivery  as  the  Stafford  Act 
dictates  disaster  recovery  management,” 
said  Fontenot,  who  added  that  case  man¬ 
agers  must  also  keep  abreast  of  current 
trends  in  resources  in  order  to  better  meet 
their  clients’  needs. 

“They  must  also  possess  excellent  inter¬ 
viewing  techniques  as  the  casework 
process  will  often  reveal  certain  client 
needs  which  may  have  been  initially  over¬ 
looked.  Case  managers  must  build  trust  and 
adhere  to  confidentiality  of  the  client  as 
well  as  maintain  the  dignity  of  the  client,” 
said  Fontenot. 

Restoring  homes  and  providing 
resources  is  not  the  only  focus  in  disaster 
recovery.  “We  are  a  faith-based  ministry 
and  our  casework  is  holistic  in  fashion, 
assisting  the  whole  person  to  recover.  We 
try  to  alleviate  suffering  and  enhance  life 
by  concentrating  on  the  ‘new  normal’  for 
survivors,”  she  added. 

Each  case  manager  working  through  the 
La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  is  responsible  for  twenty-five 
families.  The  case  work  includes  develop¬ 
ing  a  recovery  plan  on  each  client;  explor¬ 
ing  all  available  resources;  presenting  cases 
to  long  term  recovery  committees  and 


unmet  needs  committees;  and  monitoring 
each  client’s  progress  and  maintaining 
weekly  contact  with  them. 

“Since  the  La.  Conference  Recovery 
Ministry  began  offering  services,  over 
6,357  cases  have  been  closed  and  more 
than  44,236  clients  have  either  recovered  or 
are  on  their  way  to  recovery,”  said 
Fontenot. 

The  case  management  process  includes 
outreach,  intake,  assessment,  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  a  recovery  plan,  implementation 
and  advocacy  of  the  plan,  monitoring,  clo¬ 
sure  and  evaluation. 

“Outreach  usually  occurs  immediately 
following  disasters.  Teams  go  into  the  field 
to  ascertain  the  needs  of  people  who  are 
unable  to  secure  services  on  their  own,” 
said  Fontenot. 

The  intake  process  determines  whether 


or  not  an  applicant  is  eligible,  assigning  a 
risk  level  or  priority  level  and  establishing 
the  client’s  immediate  needs. 

“Assessment  is  crucial  to  determine 
what  the  client’s  life  was  like  before,  dur¬ 
ing  and  after  the  disaster.  An  in-depth  eval¬ 
uation  of  the  client’s  financial  resources  is 
mandatory.  This  information  is  needed  to 
prevent  duplication  of  benefits  as  well  as  to 
advocate  on  behalf  of  the  client  for  avail¬ 
able  resources,”  she  added. 

A  recovery  plan  is  then  developed 
mutuall  agreed  upon,  and  implemented. 
Barriers  to  the  client’s  recovery  are  identi¬ 
fied  and  a  method  to  alleviate  or  minimize 
those  barriers  is  developed.  Goals  set  forth 
in  the  recovery  plan  are  expected  to  be 
achievable,  realistic  and  measurable. 

The  final  steps  in  disaster  recovery  case 
management  are  closure  and  evaluation. 


Althea  Fontenot,  Director  of  Case  Management  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry,  speaks  with  a  client  who  is  receiving  services  through  the  UMCOR 
sponsored  ministry. 
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BY  SUSAN  J.MEISTER 

Traveling  west  along  I- 10  between 
downtown  New  Orleans  and  Slidell,  La., 
the  widespread  destruction  from  the  wind 
and  water  of  Hurricane  Katrina  is  still 
obvious  over  a  year  after  the  storm.  Ruined 
homes,  apartments,  businesses,  and  shop¬ 
ping  malls  are  sad  reminders  of  the  extent 
of  the  devastation  and  the  enormous  task  of 
rebuilding. 

But  Mr.  Darrell,  who  lives  just  south  of 
the  highway  in  New  Orleans  East,  “has 
plans,"  as  he  watches  eighteen  students 
from  Colgate  University  work  on  applying 
joint  compound,  known  as  mud,  to  fresh  & 
drywall. 

“I  am  starting  to  see  daylight,”  he 
exclaimed.  “God  protects  and  sent  people 
to  help  me  and  I’ve  got  to  give  back.”  Mr. 
Darrell  is  receiving  rebuilding  assistance 
from  Jake  McGlothin  and  the  staff  at  the 
Westbank  Station  of  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 

Water  from  the  storm  surge  sat  in  New 
Orleans  East  longer  than  in  any  other  area. 
Mr.  Darrell’s  home  is  one  of  the  few  being 
repaired  in  the  midst  of  shells  of  homes 
that  look  as  if  Katrina  hit  last  week. 

“You  know,  my  friends  told  me,  nobody 
gonna  do  nothin’  for  free,”  Mr.  Darrell 
said.  “But  Jake  showed  concern  and  com¬ 
passion.  I  feel  blessed.  If  you’re  good  to 
people,  people  will  be  good  to  you.” 

Mr.  Darrell  recalls  the  team  from 
Boston  who  hung  all  the  sheet  rock,  the 
team  from  Cleveland  who  did  the  mudding 
and  left  him  a  signed  tool  box,  and  the 


team  of  “young  kids”  from  Detroit  who 
really  didn  t  know  what  they  were  doing 
but  were  eager  to  learn. 

A  graduate  of  Louisiana  State 
University  who  taught  auto  body  repair  at 
the  local  community  college  for  fifteen 
years,  Mr.  Darrell  enjoyed  his  contact  with 
the  young  people.  He  ran  his  own  collision 
repair  shop,  which  he  lost  in  the  storm,  and 
recently  had  back  surgery.  But  he  was 
moving  around  remarkably  well,  sharing 
laughs  with  the  Colgate  students  as  they 
mudded  the  walls. 

Julie,  a  staff  leader  of  the  Colgate 
group,  explained  that  the  students  had 
applied  for  the  New  Orleans  work  through 
the  university’s  Center  for  Outreach 
Volunteerism  and  Education.  They  paid  a 
nominal  amount  to  participate,  and  Colgate 
alumni  underwrite  the  rest  of  the  costs.  The 
group  found  the  UMCOR  Louisiana  min¬ 
istry  on  an  Internet  search.  Some  were  on 
their  second  trips  to  the  area. 

“These  kids  have  a  great  attitude,”  Mr. 
Darrell  emphasized.  “They  are  anxious  to 
help  people.” 

“I’m  not  depressed,”  he  continued. 

God  did  his  part  and  now  I’m  doing  my 
part.  I  refuse  to  let  anything  get  me  down.” 

The  Westbank  and  other  stations  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  are  helping  families 
rebuild  after  the  devastation  of  hurricanes 
Katrina  and  Rita.  To  volunteer  or  for  more 
information,  contact  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 


volunteers  after  storm 


D  worksM  United  Methodist  Committee  on 

Kettef  (UMCOR)  as  the  Gulf  Coast  Communicator.  Since  July  2006 
she  has  traveled  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  speaking  to  homeown¬ 
ers  being  assisted  by  staff  and  volunteers  at  the  stations  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry.  Her  stories 
are  published  in  a  bi-weekly  newsletter,  Bright  Spots,  which  is  avail- 
able  via  email  or  on  the  LjMCOR  web  site ,  www. umcor.org  Meister 
has  also  been  active  in  publishing  stories  about  UMCOR  Sager  Brown 
Baldwin,  La,  which  celebrates  its  140th  anniversary  in  2007. 


Mr/  Darrell,  above  right,  enjoyed  getting  to  know  students  from  Colgate  University 
working  on  his  New  Orleans  East  home  during  their  summer  break.  City  officials  could 
n't  get  to  his  neighborhood  until  Oct.  1 0, 42  days  after  Hurricane  Katrina  roared 
through  the  region  on  Aug.  29, 2005. 


Lak@  Charles  gsts  shot  in  the  armA  from  volunteer  groups 
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'Miss'  Marilyn,  a  Lake  Charles  homeowner,  poses  with  work  team  members  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Grapevine, Tex. 


BY  SUSAN  J.MEISTER 

With  all  the  attention  given  to  families 
affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  residents  of 
Lake  Charles,  La.  and  other  communities 
impacted  by  Hurricane  Rita  feel  a  bit  neg¬ 
lected.  But  that  changed  at  the  end  of  May, 
when  over  800  persons  from  42  states, 
organized  by  Eight  Days  of  Hope,  descend¬ 
ed  on  the  community. 

Brandi  Russell,  Operations  Coordinator 
at  the  Lake  Charles  Station  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry,  heard  about  how  the 
group  had  been  to  the  Mississippi  Gulf 
Coast  three  times.  So  she  called,  and  called 
again,  and  “got  frustrated.”  But  then  Steve 
Tybor,  one  of  the  founders,  agreed  to  make 
the  trip.  Some  of  the  volunteers  were  on 
their  fourth  trip  to  the  region  with  the 
group. 

Then  the  real  work  began.  “Our  case 
managers  put  the  cases  together,”  Russell 
explained,  “and  site  managers  Tony,  Rocky 
and  Kevin  got  things  ready.”  After  the 
group  left,  18,590  hours  had  been  logged 
by  the  volunteers. 


“They  gave  our  area  a  real  shot  in  the 
arm,”  Russell  said. 

Jobs  begun  by  Eight  Days  of  Hope  vol 
unteers  were  then  picked  up  in  June  by 
youth  teams  from  the  Central  Texas 
Conference,  which  sent  over  1,700  high 
school  students  to  work  from  Lake  Charle 
to  Ocean  Springs,  Miss.,  the  second  week 
of  June. 

Miss  Marilyn’s  home  suffered  roof 
damage  from  Rita.  The  resulting  leaks  rot¬ 
ted  studs  and  resulted  in  mold.  Eight  Days 
repaired  the  roof  and  started  on  the  inside 
repairs,  which  were  picked  up  by  a  youth 
team  from  First  UMC,  Grapevine,  Tex. 
“Everything  they  do  makes  a  difference,” 
explained  youth  pastor  Josh  Ingram. 

“I  just  feel  blessed,”  Miss  Marilyn  said. 

The  Lake  Charles  Station  and  other  sta¬ 
tions  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  are  helping 
families  with  the  multi-year  rebuilding 
effort  after  the  devastation  of  Hurricanes 
Rita  and  Katrina.  To  volunteer  or  for  more 
information,  contact  the  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 
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Disaster  Recovery  Stations  report  on  status  of  teams  and  cases 


Over  50  percent  of  the  work  teams  com¬ 
ing  through  the  Eastbank  Disaster 
Recovery  Station  in  Kenner,  La.  are 
repeats,  said  Darrell  Guillory,  Operations 
Coordinator  for  the  station. 

“It’s  like  a  reunion  every  time  they 
come,”  said  Guillory,  who  added  that  the 
New  Orleans  area  station  has  just  exceeded 
the  arrival  of  13,000  volunteers. 

The  Eastbank  Station  has  just  marked 
the  close  of  2,000  cases  and  the  completion 
of  1 8  house  rebuilds. 

“We  are  outright  excited  and  can  finally 
start  to  see  the  results  of  all  the  hard  work,” 
said  Guillory. 

As  with  most  of  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Stations, 
Eastbank  Station  is  making  the  transition 
from  gutting  homes  to  rebuilding  home. 
“The  construction  process  is  much  slower, 
but  it  is  very  rewarding,”  said  Shonell 
Dillon,  Supervisor  of  Case  Management 
for  the  station. 

Dillon  emphasizes  that  working  with  the 
clients  sets  the  pace  for  their  recovery.  “We 
talk  with  the  client  and  identify  what  we 
need  to  know  to  set  up  a  construction 
assessment.”  “Our  case  managers  are  so 
committed.  They  cry  with  the  clients,  and 
get  to  know  them  inside  and  out,”  added 
Guillory. 

The  volunteer  trend  that  has  impressed 
Guillory  the  most  is  the  large  number  of 
work  teams  from  college  Wesley 
Foundations  and  teams  that  have  members 
of  high  school  age.  “It  really  touches  me  to 
see  their  enthusiasm.  They  could  be  kick¬ 
ing  back  at  the  mall  and  relaxing,  but  they 


are  here  . . .  helping  Louisiana  to  rebuild.” 

Brandi  Russell,  Operations  Coordinator 
for  the  Lake  Charles-Southwest  Recovery 
Station,  is  happy  about  progress  being 
made  in  recovery  from  Hurricane  Rita,  but 
emphasizes  there  is  a  “very  long  way  to 
go-” 

“We  have  close  to  1,900  open  cases,  and 
we  still  have  people  applying  for  services,” 
said  Russell,  adding  that  the  kind  of  work 
southwest  Louisiana  needs  is  different  from 
help  needed  in  areas  affected  by  Hurricane 
Katrina. 

“We  deal  primarily  with  repairs;  not 
really  with  houses  that  have  been  gutted. 
And  in  some  ways,  progress  can  be  slower 
on  those  kinds  of  projects,”  said  Russell. 
“Another  challenge  we  face  now  is  that 
some  homes  have  been  sitting  for  so  long, 
they  are  worse  off  than  originally 
assessed.” 

She  admits  that  morale  in  the  area  is 
down.  “No  doubt  about  it,  we  need  volun¬ 
teers.  Unfortunately,  southwest  Louisiana 
has  been  in  the  shadow  of  those  areas 
affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  Really, 
Hurricane  Rita  was  the  forgotten  storm.  We 
are  still  here  and  have  much  more  to  do.” 

Dale  Kimball,  Operations  Coordinator 
for  the  Slidell-Northshore  Disaster 
Recovery  Station,  is  excited  about  the  cur¬ 
rent  pace  of  recovery  in  the  area  located 
north  of  New  Orleans. 

“We  should  finish  our  400th  house  in 
October  or  November.  At  this  point,  we  are 
probably  80  percent  completed  with  our 
cases.  I  think  we  should  be  finished  in 
another  nine  months  on  the  northshore.  We 


are  already  working  on  six  houses  on  the 
southshore.  For  us,  the  end  is  in  sight,”  said 
Kimball,  who  speaks  with  gratitude  about 
the  volunteers  who  have  made  the  progress 
possible. 

“We  just  reached  the  12,000  mark  on 
the  number  of  volunteers  who  have  worked 
through  our  station.  An  average  of  250  peo¬ 
ple  volunteered  each  week  throughout  the 
summer,”  said  Kimball. 

Although  much  of  the  work  is  done, 
there  will  still  be  work  for  the  future.  “We 
are  receiving  new  applications  every  day. 
And  there  will  be  a  merger  of  this  station 
with  others  serving  the  New  Orleans  area 
so  that  we  can  pool  our  efforts  in  those 
areas  still  needing  help  such  as  the  Ninth 
Ward  and  Gentilly,”  he  explained. 

Kristy  Thiel,  Supervisor  of  Case 
Management,  emphasizes  that  accessing 
resources  is  vital  to  recovery.  “Weve  been 
able  to  address  the  needs  of  all  the  clients 
by  seeking  grants  and  help  within  the  com¬ 
munity  roundtable.  The  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  works  closely  with  the  Red  Cross, 
the  Salvation  Army  and  others  to  provide 
everything  from  funding  to  items.  We’ve 
received  grant  funding  from  Church  World 
Service  and  over  $30,000  from  Trinity 
Presbyterian  in  Slidell.” 

Kathy  Fitzhugh,  Operations  Coordinator 
for  the  Abbeville  station,  reported  that  they 
have  completed  150  major  repairs  and  17 
rebuilds  in  the  area.  “We  hope  to  finish  by 
middle  of  next  May  so  that  we  can  hand 
back  the  office  space  to  Abbeville  UMC, 
where  we  have  housed  the  Abbeville 
Station.” 


There  are  still  389  clients  on  the  waiting 
list,  but  Fitzhugh  believes  that  only  120  of 
those  will  come  to  construction.  “We  have 
only  two  case  managers  right  now.  One  of 
our  staff,  Deborah  Vining,  recently  passed 
away  after  a  long  bout  with  cancer,”  said 
Fitzhugh. 

Barbara  Abshire,  Supervisor  of  Case 
Management  for  the  station,  said,  “Deborah 
was  our  inspiration,  she  was  our  joy.  She 
never  hesitated  to  go  right  to  the  core  in 
talking  with  her  clients.  In  some  way,  talk¬ 
ing  with  them  about  her  cancer  provided  a 
sympathetic  link  with  these  people  who 
were  hurting  so  much.  Her  strong  spirit 
helped  them.  Deborah  could  honestly  say, 

‘I  understand  what  you’re  going  through.’” 

Jake  McGlothin,  Operations 
Coordinator  for  the  Westbank  Station, 
shared  that  65  houses  are  in  different  stages 
of  rebuilding  through  the  station.  “We’ve 
hosted  over  5,000  volunteers  and  closed 
1,400  cases.  Right  now  we  are  serving 
Plaquemines,  St.  Bernard,  Orleans  and 
Jefferson  parishes.” 

The  Uptown  Station  is  currently  rebuild¬ 
ing  1 1  homes,  and  still  doing  some  gutting 
of  homes.  “People  have  begun  to  receive 
Road  Home  money,  which  provides  diem 
with  the  funds  to  feel  confident  about 
rebuilding,”  said  Joe  Burke,  Logistics 
Coordinator  for  the  Disaster  Ministry. 

The  station  has  approximately  800  open 
cases,  with  half  of  them  categorized  as 
major  or  minor  rebuilds.  “We  serve  the 
Mid-City,  Gentilly,  New  Orleans  East  and 
the  Ninth  Ward  where  some  of  the  most 
serious  damage  occurred,”  said  Burke. 


Clockwise  from  left,  work 
team  members  from 
Christ  Community  Church 
sing  in  four-part  harmony 
while  they  work  to  restore 
the  home  of  Mathilda 
Verrett  in  Dulac,  La.  Team 
members  from  First 
United  Methodist  Church 
in  Muskogee,  Oklahoma 
sit  at  the  picnic  table  they 
crafted  for  Rosalie  Little 
using  an  old  door  they 
salvaged  during  the 
restoration  of  her  Dulac 
home,  flooded  during 
Hurricane  Rita.  An  UMCOR 
volunteer  works  on  paint¬ 
ing  the  Dulac  home  of 
Rosalyn  Dean  in  Dulac. 
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Volunteer  Leslie  Deane  works  on  the  New  Orleans  home  of  Montreal  Farve,  which  is 
being  rebuilt  in  memory  of  two  Virginia  Tech  students  who  volunteered  in  New  Orleans. 
Both  Ryan  Clark,  top  right,  and  Leslie  Sherman,  right,  were  killed  during  the  tragic 
shooting  at  Virginia  Tech  in  April.  Clark  is  shown  working  on  a  house  that  was  gutted. 
Sherman  helped  to  make  a  Thanksgiving  dinner  of  jambalaya  for  hungry  volunteers 
during  her  trip  in  November  of  2006. 


Va.Tech  Home,  from  page  1 

recovery  ministry  staff  began  to  discuss 
possible  ways  to  memorialize  the  twostu- 
dents.  “Building  a  house  in  their  name  was 
the  perfect  thing  to  do,”  said  McGlothin. 
“And  we  had  a  pretty  good  idea  about 
whose  home  we  would  build.” 

Montreal  Farve,  an  80-year-old  native  of 
New  Orleans,  feels  blessed  to  be  the  recipi¬ 
ent  of  the  “Virginia  Tech  House”  project. 
“Those  two  kids  (from  Virgina  Tech)  came 
here  to  help  people  like  me.  It’s  terrible  that 
their  lives  were  cut  off  so  quickly,”  said 
Farve,  a  retired  nurse  and  former  Peace 
Corps  volunteer. 

“One  of  the  reasons  we  picked  Miss 
Monty  was  because  of  the  fact  that  she, 
like  Leslie  Sherman,  had  an  interest  in  the 
Peace  Corps.  Leslie  told  me  that  she  was 
thinking  about  joining  after  college.  I 
remember  having  a  conversation  with 
Leslie  about  it  because  I  am  also  a  returned 
Peace  Corps  volunteer.  We  visited  over 
pots  of  jambalaya,  which  she  was  helping 
my  mother  Gail  prepare  for  70  volunteers 
that  day,”  said  McGlothin. 

The  Peace  Corps  connection  didn’t  stop 
there.  “I  remember  just  being  so  fascinated 
by  Montreal’s  story.  She  mentioned  that 


she  had  served  in  the  Peace  Corps  several 
years  before.  Prior  to  working  at  the 
Westbank  Recovery  Station,  I  had  served  in 
the  Peace  Corps  in  Nepal,  said  Abby 
McMurry,  Farve’s  case  manager.  “She’s 
just  such  a  remarkable  person  and  she  has 
an  amazing  spirit.” 

Favre,  a  Roman  Catholic  who  has  lived 
in  her  Ponchartrain  Park  home  since  1955, 
is  currently  living  in  a  FEMA  trailer  that 
sits  on  her  side  yard.  “After  Katrina,  I 
wound  up  in  California  with  one  of  my 
sons  for  eight  months.  While  I  was  there,  I 
found  out  about  the  work  that  the 
Methodists  were  doing  in  Louisiana  from  a 
list  they  had  at  the  Governor’s  office.  There 
were  other  names,  but  I  decided  that  I 
would  go  with  the  Christian  organization  at 
a  time  like  this,”  said  Farve,  whose  hus¬ 
band  died  just  four  months  prior  the 
Hurricane  Katrina. 

God  works  in  mysterious  ways,  she 
added.  “After  they  first  gutted  my  home, 
teams  kept  coming,  doing  things  like 
adding  a  new  roof.  But  the  day  that  Jake 
and  Abby  came  to  tell  me  that  they  wanted 
to  rebuild  my  house  in  honor  of  those  stu¬ 
dents,  it  was  an  answered  prayer.  And  I  can 
tell  you,  I  have  never  prayed  like  I  pray 


now.” 

The  assistance  from  the  disaster  recov¬ 
ery  ministry  was  essential  for  Farve,  who 
like  so  many  homeowners  in  New  Orleans, 
did  not  have  flood  insurance. 

“I’ve  leaned  so  much  on  their  shoulders. 
They  always  told  me  that  I  wouldn’t  have 
to  worry  about  a  thing,  and  I’ve  trusted 
them.  Throughout  this  whole  thing,  they 
never  let  me  go,”  said  Farve. 

“Our  plan  was  always  to  complete  Miss 
Monty’s  house,  but  this  memorial  rebuild 
helped  us  move  her  up  on  the  schedule 
because  we  now  have  funding,”  said  Abby 
McMurry,  case  manager  for  the  Westbank 
Recovery  Station. 

Financial  assistance  for  the  project  has 
come  in  the  form  of  individual  donations  to 
the  Virgina  Tech  House  and  a  Church 
World  Service  grant.  “Miss  Monty  also 
received  a  grant  from  Road  Home,  so  she 
will  be  able  to  use  that  to  purchase  many  of 
her  materials  and  pay  for  some  of  the  labor 
that  requires  licensed  contractors,”  said 
McMurry. 

Teams  who  are  serving  as  volunteers  for 
the  rebuild  are  honored  to  be  a  part  of  the 
project.  “The  fact  that  they  (Ryan  and 
Leslie)  were  here  shows  what  kind  of  peo¬ 


ple  they  were.  From  everything  I  have 
heard  about  Ryan,  he  was  such  an  out¬ 
standing  young  man.  He  could’ve  been 
president  of  the  United  States,”  said  Leslie 
Deane,  a  former  student  at  Virginia  Tech. 
Deane  and  other  members  of  New  Life 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Virginia  were 
serving  on  a  work  team  during  the  week  of 
July  23  in  the  rebuilding  of  Favre ’s  home. 

“We  are  so  happy  to  be  here.  I’ve  been 
on  many  mission  trips,  but  it  isn’t  often  that 
you  have  the  opportunity  to  do  something 
like  this  for  people  in  your  own  country,” 
added  Deane. 

Virginia  Tech’s  motto  is  “Ut  Prosim” 
which  means  “That  I  may  serve.”  “What  a 
better  way  to  honor  Ryan’s  and  Leslie’s 
service  than  by  serving  in  their  name.  And 
Miss  Monty  knows  what  service  is.  She 
was  a  nurse,  served  in  the  Peace  Corps  and 
raised  five  children.  I  can’t  think  of  a  more 
worthy  recipient,”  said  McGlothin. 

Favre  takes  pictures  and  keeps  a  list  of 
names  of  the  volunteers  who  have  come  to 
work  on  her  house.  “I  want  to  keep  in 
touch  and  hopefully  some  can  come  down 
when  the  house  is  dedicated  at 
Thanksgiving,”  she  said. 
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Children  participating  in  the  summer  program  at  North  Rampart  Community  Center  in 
New  Orleans  enjoy  swimming  lessons  in  the  center's  pool.  Coach  Jeffery  Parker,  right. 
Activities  Director  for  the  program,  poses  with  camper  Christie  Coleman. 


North  Rampart,  from  page  7 

are  27  children  currently  on  the  waiting 
list. 

Parents  like  Coleman  who  have  returned 
to  live  in  a  post-storm  New  Orleans  are 
desperately  seeking  programs  like  the  ones 
offered  at  North  Rampart  Community 
Center,  formerly  known  as  St.  Mark’s 
Community  Center.  “These  families  need 
the  familiarity  of  something  that  was  here 
before  the  hurricane.  They  want  a  sense  of 
normalcy  in  a  world  that  is  still  not  nor¬ 
mal,”  said  Parker,  who  added  that  most  of 
the  children  served  by  the  center  come 
from  single  parent  homes.  “Many  times, 
Mom  is  working  two  or  three  jobs  to  sup¬ 
port  her  family.  The  parents  trust  us  and  are 
very  comfortable  with  their  children  being 
here  all  day.” 

Sixth-grader  Christie  Coleman  speaks 
for  the  kids  when  she  says  how  happy  she 
is  to  be  back  in  New  Orleans  at  the  center. 
“The  summer  before  Katrina,  we  had  lots 
of  fun  at  camp.  We  did  swimming,  reading, 
computers  and  different  field  trips.  My 
favorite  was  when  we  went  canoeing  at 
Bayou  St.  John.” 

Like  so  many  of  her  friends,  Christie 
evacuated  the  city  when  the  storm  struck. 
“We  stayed  in  a  hotel  in  Dallas,  and  we 


wound  up  living  in  Arlington  for  a  year.  I 
went  to  school  there,”  she  said. 

The  emotional  toll  on  children  like 
Christie  is  still  being  assessed.  “I  really 
missed  my  grandmother  while  we  were 
gone.  I  wanted  to  come  back  and  see  how 
things  were  going,”  she  said.  “At  the 
beginning,  when  I  watched  TV  and  saw 
people  dying,  I  was  very  sad.  My  mom 
actually  saw  some  of  her  students  and  co¬ 
workers  walking  on  the  bridge  trying  to 
leave.  We  were  all  crying.” 

The  North  Rampart  Community  Center 
suffered  significant  wind  damage  during 
Katrina.  UMCOR  work  teams  from  all 
over  the  world  came  to  restore  the  center’s 
pool,  to  put  in  a  brand  new  kitchen,  and  to 
refinish  the  gymnasium  floor. 

“This  building  was  erected  in  1928. 
Honestly,  even  pre-Katrina,  the  building 
was  in  dire  need  of  repair,”  said  Parker, 
referring  to  the  building  which  is  a  property 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church’s  Women’s 
Division. 

Visiting  work  teams  also  retro-fitted 
existing  rooms  in  the  center  to  serve  as  dor¬ 
mitories  for  future  work  teams,  building 
bunk  beds  for  30  people  and  installing 
additional  showers.  “They  even  installed 
brand  new  combination  doors,  which  we 


have  needed  for  years,”  said  Parker. 

Staff  members  running  the  center’s 
summer  program  “make  all  the  difference,” 
according  to  Parker. 

Professional  jazz  vocalist  Betty  Shirley, 
who  worked  for  the  program  pre-Katrina, 
teaches  art  and  voice.  Shirley,  who  evacuat¬ 
ed  to  Houston,  has  guided  the  children 
through  a  number  of  projects  this  summer, 
including  a  hand-painted  sofa  and  a  num¬ 
ber  of  murals.  “The  sofa  is  a  work  in 
progress.  The  children  have  been  very 
imaginative,”  said  Shirley. 

The  children  may  also  participate  in  the 
instrumental  music  program,  choosing 
from  brass  and  wind  instruments,  piano 
and  organ.  “Many  of  those  students  will  be 
performing  at  the  Ritz  Carlton  Hotel  in 
New  Orleans  on  Aug.  4,”  said  Parker. 

Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  board  president  for  the 
newly  incorporated  center,  said  that  plans 
are  in  place  to  resume  the  center’s  after 
school  program  for  the  fall  and  the  spring 
of  the  upcoming  school  year. 

“There  is  a  new  working  board  of  six 
people,  consisting  of  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity,  members  of  United  Methodist 
Women,  and  representatives  from  the  La. 
Annual  Conference,  and  St.  Mark’s  and 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Churches,”  said 


Tate,  who  added  that  they  are  currently 
interviewing  for  the  Executive  Director’s 
position.  “The  new  executive  director  will 
survey  the  community,  assess  vital  needs, 
and  enhance  current  programs  to  meet 
those  needs.” 

The  Women’s  Division  is  also  leasing 
space  at  the  center  to  accommodate  the 
rooms  utilized  by  the  UMCOR  supported 
La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry.  “UMCOR  provided  funding  for 
the  renovation.  With  the  guidance  and 
work  of  a  professional  contracting  firm, 
much  of  the  physical  labor  has  been  pro¬ 
vided  by  work  teams  assigned  by  the 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,”  added  Tate. 

Rev.  Curtiss  Eden  is  currently  serving  as 
Hospitality  and  Volunteer  Coordinator  for 
the  Uptown  Recovery  Station,  a  part  of  the 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 

“I  guess  my  job  is  to  be  the  ‘hostess 
with  the  mostest,”’  Eden  said  with  a  laugh, 
who  greets  and  supports  visiting  work 
teams. 

Eden  typically  contacts  a  team  within  48 
hours  of  their  signing  up  to  volunteer.  “I 
establish  a  relationship  with  them,  finding 
out  how  many  are  on  the  team.  Then  ade¬ 
quate  housing  and  transportation  must  be 

See  Center,  page  12 


Jazz  vocalist  Betty  Shirley  leads  an  art  program  during  the  North  Rampart  Community 
Center's  summer  camp.  Rev.  Curtiss  Eden  shows  off  the  dormitory  in  the  center  which  is 
used  to  house  visiting  volunteer  work  teams. 
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Volunteer 


□  Help  with  recovery  effort  □  Lead  a  team  of  volunteers 
Register  online  at  www.laumcstormrellef.com  OR 
Complete  &  mall  this  form  to  LA  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  141  N.  6th  SL,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
Any  questions  regarding  volunteering?  Call  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries  at  225-346-5193 


The  LA  Bishop's  Appeal  $_ 
Katrina  Church  Appeal 
Fund  number  (818-001) 


Monetary  Donation 


100%  of  donated  funds  stay  In  Louisiana 
Donated  funds  used  for  ministry  In  LA  and  MS. 


Any  questions  regarding  monetary  donations?  Call  Rev.  Darryl  A.  Tate  at  225-346-1646 
Make  check  payable  to  LA  Annual  Conference  Note  desired  fund  In  check  memo  section 

Mali  check  to  LA  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Center,  from  page  7  7 

found.  We  always  try  to  make  them  as 
comfortable  as  possible.  We  provide  a 
home  while  they  are  here,”  said  Eden,  who 
added  that  she  frequently  serves  as  a  tour 
guide  for  the  city  of  New  Orleans. 

Currently,  30  volunteers  can  be  housed 
at  the  North  Rampart  Center;  60  at  Peoples 
United  Methodist  Church;  22  at  Felicity 
UMC;  and  75  at  First  UMC.  “These 
churches  and  the  center  generally  house 
teams  serving  the  uptown  area,”  added 
Eden. 

Meeting  the  volunteers  is  the  highlight 
of  the  job  for  Eden.  “I  love  it.  I  get  to  meet 
so  many  people  from  so  many  back¬ 
grounds.  It  is  very  easy  to  see  the  connect¬ 
edness  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
from  this  vantage  point.” 

Rev.  Anita  Dinwiddie,  pastor  of  St. 
Mark’s  UMC,  obtained  a  grant  from  the 
city  of  New  Orleans  which  provided  fund¬ 
ing  for  painting  and  landscaping  the  com¬ 
plex,  which  includes  the  North  Rampart  St. 
Center  and  the  church.  “The  buildings  now 
have  an  inviting,  friendly  look.  The  paint 
and  plantings  give  more  continuity  to  the 
facade,”  said  Tate. 

Coach  Parker  knows  how  important  the 
after  school  program  has  been  in  past 
years.  “We  are  keeping  our  kids  on  track  to 
graduate  from  high  school.  And  the 
impressive  statistic  is  that  a  number  of 
them  have  gone  on  to  college.  This  pro¬ 
gram  keeps  them  in  school.” 

Parker  emphasizes  that  the  North 
Rampart  St.  Center  is  ready  to  serve.  “We 
are  here,  able  and  willing.  But  we  need 
funds  to  run  programs.  Any  assistance 
allows  us  to  have  more  kids  in  the  camp. 

We  are  a  very  successful,  well  organized 
camp  with  a  specific  mission  ...  to 
advance  the  skills  and  knowledge  of  these 
children  so  that  we  may  uplift  their  lives 
and  help  them  to  be  successful.” 


Could  Your  Church  Recover? 

Help  it  Prepare  with  a  Planned  Gift. 

A  planned  gift  is  one  of  the  easiest,  most  fulfilling 
ways  to  support  your  church. 

Bequest 

Tithe  your  estate  or  leave  a  specific 
dollar  amount  to  create  a  recovery  fund. 

Life  Income  Plan 

A  plan  that  pays  you,  your  spouse  or  anyone  you  name  an 
income  for  life  and  then  can  help  your  church  rebuild. 

Retirement  Plan  Assets 

Simply  name  your  church  as  the  beneficiary  of 
part  or  all  of  your  IRA  or  retirement  plan  to 
establish  an  emergency  fund. 

Life  Insurance  Policy 

Name  your  church  as  a  beneficiary  of  a  life  insurance 
policy  or  donate  a  policy  you  no  longer  need  to  help 
your  church  be  prepared  for  the  future. 


Learn  more! 

Get  a  Free  Planned  Giving  Primer 
at  www.umfgiving.org 

(225)346-1535  (800)256-9317 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 
at  (225)  346-5193 
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Igniting  Ministries  to  focus  on  the  online  community 


NASHVILLE  -  The  United  Methodist 
Church’s  “Open  hearts.  Open  minds.  Open 
doors.”  advertising  campaign  enters  a  new 
realm  this  week  with  the  placement  of 
online  ads  targeted  at  reaching  22  to  44 
year-olds.  From  August  20  until  mid- 
October,  the  ads  will  appear  on  Beliefnet, 


eHarmony,  Yahoo,  CitySearch,  About.com 
and  other  sites.  More  than  21  million  peo¬ 
ple  are  expected  to  see  the  ads. 

“We’re  seeking  to  reach  people  who  feel 
like  something  is  missing  from  their  life 
and  are  looking  for  meaning  or  purpose,” 
said  the  Rev.  Larry  Hollon,  chief  executive 


of  United  Methodist  Communications, 
which  administers  the  “Open  hearts”  cam¬ 
paign.  “Many  of  those  people  are  search¬ 
ing  online.  We’ve  chosen  sites  where  they 
may  be  looking  for  something  to  fill  a  void 

See  Igniting  Ministries,  page  7 


Russian  Connection 


Sharon  Dubard  of  Sweet  Gum  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles  visits 
with  a  boy  at  an  orphanage  for  chil¬ 
dren  with  special  needs  in 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia.  Missioners  with 
the  Louisiana  Russian  Initiative  stand 
beside  the  Samson  Fountain  at 
Peterhof.  Diana  Watson  of  Broadmoor 
UMC  in  Shreveport  paints  a  windowsill 
outside  First  UMC  of  Ekaterinburg. 
Photos  by  Angela  Cason. 


Misson  team  from  La.  continues  Russian  initiative 


BY  ANGELA  M.  CASON 

A  symbol  of  wishes  worldwide,  dan¬ 
delion  clocks  dot  the  landscape  around 
First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Ekaterinburg,  Russia,  and  with  each 
blown  away  parachute  seed,  a  prayer  for 
the  continued  growth  of  this  church  is 
shared  by  both  missioners  and  members 
alike. 

Since  1990,  the  Louisiana  Russian 


Initiative  of  the  United  Methodist  Church 
has  united  missionaries  from  Louisiana 
with  members  of  the  First  United 
Methodist  Church  of  Ekaterinburg, 
Russia.  No  matter  the  language  barrier  or 
distance,  a  love  of  Jesus  Christ  is  the  tie 
that  binds  these  two  very  different  cul¬ 
tures,  and  this  remained  true  when  nine 
from  Louisiana  traveled  to  Russia  from 
June  12-23. 


“There  may  be  a  lot  of  things  that 
separate  us,  many  differences  in  our 
churches  and  in  our  cultures,  but  there  is 
a  unity  of  spirit  that  brings  us  together,” 
Rev.  Ken  Irby,  senior  pastor  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport,  said. 
Irby  was  one  of  four  making  their  first 
trip  to  Ekaterinburg,  along  with  Angela 
Cason,  also  of  Broadmoor;  Sharon 
See  Russia,  page  7 
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Register  for  The  Path  of  Spiritual  Leadership 


The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership 
will  begin  a  new  series 
of  retreats  called  The 
Path  of  Spiritual 
Leadership  in  October. 

The  series  is  open  to 
laity  and  clergy  who 
are  looking  for  a  safe 
place  to  grow  in  their 
faith  journey  and  to 
explore  where  God  is 
leading  them  in  the  future.  If  you  are  look¬ 
ing  for  a  place  to  restore  your  soul  and 
experience  new  directions  for  your  congre¬ 
gation,  this  may  be  for  you. 

The  total  registration  fee  for  all  four 
retreats  is  S375.  You  may  pay  half  in  2007 
and  half  in  2008.  Each  retreat  begins  on 
Thursday  at  5  p.m.  with  registration  and 
closes  at  noon  on  Saturday. 

The  writer  Parker  Palmer  asks  the  ques¬ 
tion,  “Is  the  life  I  am  living  the  same  as  the 
life  that  wants  to  live  in  me?”  If  that  ques¬ 
tion  is  something  you  ponder,  like  Mary,  or 
wrestle,  like  Jacob,  it  could  be  that  you  are 
being  led  to  The  Path  Of  Spiritual 


Leadership.  There  will  be  ample  time  to 
ponder  during  Sabbath  rest  and  time  to 
share  with  Covenant  Groups.  Each  day  will 
begin  and  end  with  Prayer  Services.  Along 
the  way  we  sing,  we  pray,  and  we  drink 
deeply  from  the  wisdom  of  the  retreat  lead¬ 
ers. 

This  offering  is  for  persons  who  have  a 
longing  to  explore  the  meaning  of  spiritual 
leadership  as  it  impacts  both  their  own 
faith  journey  and  the  journey  of  their  con¬ 
gregations.  Participants  covenant  to  attend 
all  four  retreats  that  deal  with  themes  that 
address  the  vision  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  raise-up  spiritual  leaders  for 
Christ. 

If  this  retreat  series  speaks  to  you  and 
you  want  to  explore  it  further  ,  contact  Rev. 
Carole  Cotton  Winn,  Director,  at  cotton- 
winn@bellsouth.net  or  Linda  Gregg, 
Administrative  Assistant,  who  works  in  the 
Area  Office  in  Baton  Rouge, 
lgregg3@bellsouth.net.  Access  our 
brochure  and  register  online  at  www.la- 
umc.org.  Select  Spiritual  Formation  from 
the  menu. 


Rev.  Carole  Cotton 
Winn 


Dates  for  upcoming  retreats 

Connecting  to  Our  Calling 
Dr.  William  B.  McClain,  Retreat  Leader 
Wesley  Theological  Seminary,  Washington,  D.C. 

October  18-20,  2007 


Connecting  to  Our  Souls 
Rev.  Jane  Vennard,  Retreat  Leader 
Iliff  School  of  Theology,  Denver,  CO 
November  29-December  1,  2007 


Connecting  to  the  Church  and  Community 
Dr.  Luther  Smith,  Retreat  Leader 
Candler  School  of  Theology,  Emory  U,  Atlanta,  GA 
January  31  -  February  2,  2008 


Connecting  to  our  Faith  Journey 
Rev.  Howard  Hanger,  Retreat  Leader 
Jubilee  Community,  Asheville,  NC 
April  3-5,  2008 


Justice  ministry  conference  Nov.  1-4 


“Living  Faith,  Seeking  Justice — 
Resourcing  Local  Churches  for  Justice 
Ministry”  will  be  held  Nov.  1-4  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex. 

Join  hundreds  of  United  Methodists  and 
other  Christian  advocates  for  justice  at  this 
important  global  gathering  in  Fort  Worth. 
Participants  will  work  to  build  alliances, 
and  leam  and  teach  practical  ways  to  move 
our  churches  and  congregations  from  min¬ 
istries  of  mercy  to  ministries  of  justice. 

Find  out  more  about  the  event  at 
www.umc-gbcs-org/livingfaith 
The  registration  fee  is  $175  by  Aug.  15  and 
$225  by  Oct.  22. 


Scholarships  are  available  from  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
from  the  La.  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  For  assistance,  contact  Phil 
Woodland,  jpwood929@aol.com,  (225) 
336-901  or  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  Scholarship  applications 
for  La.  Conference  scholarships  must  be 
received  by  Sept.  1 . 

Registration  fees  include  all  materials, 
workshops,  worship  and  meals. 

Conference  accommodations  are  provided 
by  Hilton  Fort  Worth,  (817)  870-2100. 


More  than  600  people  from  across  the  United  States  took  part  in  the  2007  School  of 
Congregational  Development,  held  Aug.  2-7  at  the  1 4,000-member  United  Methodist 
Church  of  the  Resurrection  in  Leawood,  Kan.  Immediate  goals  announced  at  the  school 
are  the  training  of  1,000  church  "planters"  and  the  organization  of  650  new  congrega¬ 
tions  between  2009  and  201 2. The  Louisiana  delegation,  pictured  at  the  school  in 
Kansas,  include,  standing  left  to  right,  Revs.  Jerry  Hilbun,Trey  Harris,  Bob  Burgess,  Ted 
Freeland,  Doug  Cain,  Tim  Smith,  Ralph  Ford,  Steve  Stephens,  Jack  O'Dell,  Ray  Varnado, 
Ramonalynn  Bethley,  Don  Cottrill,  Steve  Fowler,  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Cory 
Sparks,  Donnie  Wilkinson,  and  seated,  Leslie  Stephens  and  Stacy  Hood. 


Children's  Home  breakfast  slated  for  Sept.  18 


The  La.  Methodist  Children's  Home 
will  soon  build  another  facility  for  children 
in  the  Lake  Charles/Sulphur  area. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  project,  plan 
to  attend  an  informational  breakfast  at  the 
Lake  Charles  Civic  Center  on  Sept.  18  at  7 
a.m.  The  event  will  conclude  at  8:15  a.m. 

Sen.  Randy  Ewing,  master  of  cere¬ 
monies,  will  be  joined  by  Terrel  DeVille, 
CEO  for  the  Children’s  Home,  and  mem¬ 


bers  of  the  staff  for  the  Ruston  based  facili¬ 
ty  as  they  share  information  about  the  pro¬ 
grams  and  services  offered  to  better  the 
lives  of  children  in  Louisiana. 

Generous  sponsors  are  covering  the  cost 
of  the  breakfast,  so  guests  are  invited  free 
of  charge.  Reservations  are  necessary  and 
can  be  made  by  contacting  Douglas  Hall  at 
(985)  860-5247. 


Discerning  the  Call  set  for  Oct.  1 2 


Discerning  The  Call  (an  exploration 
event  for  persons  between  16  and  25  years 
of  age  interested  in  professional  ministry) 
will  be  held  October  12-13,  2007,  at  the 
Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth  Louisiana.  If 
you  feel  that  you  are  being  led  by  God  to 
consider  ministry  as  a  professional  voca¬ 
tion,  then  your  participation  in  the 
Discerning  The  Call  retreat  would  be  very 


beneficial.  Cost  is  $25.  Registration  forms 
can  be  obtained  online  at  www.la-umc.org 
or  by  contacting  John  Edd  Harper  at  (225) 
346-1646.  Send  your  registration  form  and 
$25  check  to:  Discerning  The  Call,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
This  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministiy. 


1887  Hook  and  Hastings  Pipe  Organ.  Needs  repair. 

Organ  has  12  ranks. 

Contact  Ralph  Ford,  New  Orleans  District  Superintendent,  at  (504)  488-5430. 

Will  accept  best  offer. 


Louisiana  Conference  NtJW! 


William  W.  Hutchinson 
Don  Cottrill 
Betty  Backstrom 


Resident  Bishop 

Provost 

Editor 


Louisiana  Conference  NOW!  is  the  newspaper  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church  and  is  published  twice  a  month. 

Subscriptions  are  $15  for  one  year,  $25  for  two  years. 

(Please  make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.) 

Send  subscriptions,  news  and  information  to: 

Editor 

527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 
E-mail:  lanow@bellsouth.net 
(888)  239-5286  ext.  227 
(225)  346-1646,  (225)  383-2652  fax 

You  can  find  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  on  the  Internet  at 
http://www.la-umc.org 


AUGUST  24, 2007 


Louisiana  Conference  Special  UMW  Section  NOW! 


3 


2007  UMW  School  of  Christian  Mission  -  highlights  'Singing  Across  the  Walls' 


Women  in  mission  from  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  gathered  July  18-21, 2007  at  the  Wesley  Center,  Woodworth,  LA  for  the  2007  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission. 
This  year's  theme  for  our  school  was  "Sing  Across  the  Walls!"  Our  organizational  PURPOSE  calls  us  be  women  in  community  to  "know  God  and  to  experience  freedom  as  whole  per¬ 
sons  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  develop  a  creative,  supportive  fellowship,  and  to  expand  concepts  of  mission  through  participation  in  the  global  ministries  of  the  church.  We  are 
called  to  sing  songs  of  justice,  love,  mercy,  hope  and  freedom  across  walls  that  isolate  and  separate  for  economic,  social,  political  and/or  religious  purposes.  We  were  encouraged  to 
discover  new  ways  to  "Sing  Across  the  Walls!"  by  talented  musicians  and  excellent  study  leaders  for  "Music  and  Mission,""lsrael/Palestine"and  "Globalization."  Those  in  atten¬ 
dance  at  our  School  of  Christian  Mission  came  also  with  generous  support  for  our  2007  UMW  Mission  Projects.  We  received  monetary  donations  of  over  $1,600.00,  as  well  as  per¬ 
sonal  and  hygiene  items,  school  supplies  and  layette  kits. 

(  Please  see  2007  Mission  Project  needs  listed  below,  and  plan  now  to  bring  your  donations  to  Annual  Meeting  in  Baton  Rouge.) 


Louisiana  Conference  UMW 

Committee  on  Nominations  Report  for  2008-2009 
For  Election  at  Annual  Meeting,  September  21-22, 2007 

CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 


President 

Harriette  Tucker  Elrod 

Education  &  Interpretation 

Coordinator 

Tillie  Shows 

Secretary  of  Program 
Resources 

Dorothy  Kimball  (1  Year) 


Secretary 
Jan  Dickerson 

Membership,  Nurture  and 
Outreach  Coordinator 
Ethel  Lilly  (1  Year) 

Communications 
Coordinator 
Lana  P.  Lathan 


APPOINTED  CONFERENCE  OFFICERS 

Dean,  2008  School  of  Chairperson,  Standing 

Christian  Mission  Rules  &  Guidelines 

Evelyn  B.  Martin  Rita  Parham 

Historian 
Betty  Rainey 


COMMITTEE  ON  NOMINATIONS 
Class  of  2011 

Ouida  T.  Smith,  Lake  Charles  District 
Emily  McCoy,  Acadiana  District 


Hotel  Accommodations  for 
Conference  Annual  Meeting 


Holiday  Inn  South  225-924-7021 

1-12  @  Airline  Hwy. 

(Directions  to  Broadmoor  UMC  from  Holiday  Inn:  Drive 
north  on  Airline  to  Goodwood  Blvd.;Turn  right  on 
Goodwood,  go  to  Sharp  Rd.  &  turn  left.  Broadmoor  is  at 
corner  of  Sharp  Rd  &  Mollylea.) 

Days  Inn  &  Suites  225-925-8399 

9919  Gwendele 


Sleep  Inn  225-927-8488 

10332  Plaza  Americana 


Microtel  Inn  &  Suites  225-927-9997 

10311  Plaza  Americana 

Ramada  Inn  225-706-5500 

10045  Gwendele 


IMPORTANT:  There  will  be  an  LSU  Football 
Game  the  same  weekend  as  our  Annual  Meeting. 
Please  secure  your  hotel  accommodations  early. 


REGISTRATION  FORMS  for  Conference  Annual 
Meeting  can  be  secured  from  your  Conference  or 
District  Officers,  or  downloaded  from  the  UMW 
page  of  our  Louisiana  Conference  Church  Website: 
www.la-umc.org  (Laity/UMWomen). 


NOMINEES  FOR  WOMEN  S  DIVISION 

Kathleen  Conrad,  Acadiana  District 
Beverly  Cox,  New  Orleans  District 
Edna  Hickman,  Baton  Rouge  District 
(Alternate:  Harriette  Tucker  Elrod,  Monroe  District) 

Submitted  by  Lueburda  J.  Myers,  Chairperson 
Louisiana  Conference  UMW,  Committee  on  Nominations 


Program  Schedule  for  Annual  Meeting 
Sept.  2 1  — Registration  Starts  @  1 0  AM 
Lunch  will  be  available  from  1 1AM — 12:30  PM 
Meeting  Opens  at  1:00  PM 
Friday  Evening  Banquet  @  Holiday  Inn — 6:30 

Sept.  22 — Continental  Breakfast  @7:15  AM 
Meeting  Opens  at  8:30  AM 
Followed  by  Holy  Communion  &  Closing 
(Lunch  for  Everyone  After  Meeting; 
Separate  Lunch  for  Exec.  Team  Meeting) 


Pre-Registration  Fee:  $ 

On-Site  Registration  Fee  $ 
Banquet  Fee  $ 


8.00 

10.00 

25.00 


Holiday  Inn  Room  Costs: 
Courtyard 
Tower 


$  89.00 

$  94.00 


Hospitality  Room  at  Holiday  Inn-For  persons 
who  are  not  staying  at  the  hotel  but  live  too  far  to  go 
home  and  return  for  the  banquet  Friday  evening. 


2007  UMW  Mission  Projects 

Dulac  Community  Center  needs  tables,  chairs,  and  a  PA  System.  (*) 

MacDonell  Children's  Services-Houma-needs  Personal  Care  Items:  Shampoo 
/Conditioner,  Hair  Gel, Toothpaste,  Deodorant,  Lotion,  Powder,  Brushes,  Combs, 

Dental  Floss, 

Feminine  Products,  Mouthwash,  and  like  items.  (These  can  be  grouped  in  individual 
bags  or  donated  boxed  in  bulk.)  (*) 

We  are  collecting  donations  for  projects  at  our  Conference  Annual  Meeting  in 
September. 

IMPORTANT:  Please  DO  NOT  MAKE  MONEY  DONATIONS  DIRECT  TO  THE  AGEN¬ 
CIES.  Make  checks  payable  to  LA  Conference  UMW-marked  for  the  specific  Mission 
Project  you  are  supporting.!*)  If  you  donate  needed  items  directly,  please  inform  our 
LA  Conf-erence  UMW  Treasurer  of  your  gift,  so  we  can  keep  a  current  list  of  the  items 
required. 


2007  Conference  UMW  Upcoming  Events 

September  20 

UMW  Conf.  Executive  Committee  Meeting  (Baton  Rouge) 

21-22 

LA  Conference  UMW  34th  Annual  Meeting 

Broadmoor  UMC  (Baton  Rouge) 

October  13 

UMW  District  Elected  Leaders  Training  (DELT) , 

Pineville  UMC 

November  10 

Program  Committee  Meeting,  School  of  Christian  Mission 
Committee  Meeting,  TBA 

November  16-18 

New  Conf.  Officers-Leadership  Training  Event, 

St.  Louis,  MO. 
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34th  Annual  Meeting-Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women 
Theme:  Go  Forward:  Resurrection  Women7  Scripture:  Galations  2: 20  and  Matthew  28: 1 9-20 

"  ...With  the  voice  together  they  will  sing 
. .  .Break  forth  into  joy,  sing  together"  (Isaiah  52:8-9) 

"  ...Make  a  joyful  noise  unto  the  Lord  ...  All  the  earth:  Make  a 
loud  noise,  and  rejoice,  and  sing  praise...before  the  Lord: 
For  He  cometh  to  judge  the  earth:  with  righteousness  shall  He 
judge  the  world, and  the  people  with  equity."  (Psalm  98:  4, 5,6-9) 

"  ..Through  the  faith  of  Christ,  the  righteousness  which  is  of 
God  by  faith:  that  I  may  know  Him  and  the  power  of  his  resur¬ 
rection.  This  one  thing  I  do.  Forgetting  those  things  which  are 
behind,  and  reaching  forth  unto  those  things  which  are  before, 
I  press  toward  the  mark  for  the  prize  of  the  high  calling  of  God 
in  Christ  Jesus."  (Phil.  3:9,10;  13,14) 

As  I  listened  with  great  enthusiasm  to  our  Baton  Rouge  District  Team 
begin  plans  for  our  34th  Conference  Annual  Meeting,  my  joy  increased.  Tire 
theme  they  chose  and  announce  now  in  our  newsletter-  Go  Forward: 
Resurrection  Women-really  gave  me  just  cause  to  rejoice!  This  reinforce¬ 
ment  of  our  glorious  preparation  at  our  UMW  Retreat,  to  carry  out  the  Great 
Commission,  was  further  strengthened  by  the  celebration  in  education  at  the 
2007  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission.  The  roles  of  Music  in 
Mission  came  alive  as  we  sang  praises  and  sang  messages  of  mission.  The 
study  of  God's  Mission:  God's  Song,  written  by  Joyce  D.  Sohl,  guided  our 
presentations.  Congratulations  to  Dean  Jan  Dickerson  and  her  team  for  a 
successful  Conference  School  of  Christian  Mission  in  2007. 

Many  of  you  remember  our  Annual  Meeting  for  2006  in  Monroe.  Our 
guest  speaker  had  an  accident  on  the  way  to  the  airport  to  come  to  us.  The 
call  came  during  our  first  session  to  alert  us.  But  we  remembered  that  God  is 
Good  All  the  Time.. .All  the  Time  God  is  Good,  and  sure  enough,  God  had 
prepared  our  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  with  the  message  we  needed  to 
hear.  God  also  gave  our  Bishop  the  grace  to  be  willing  to  deliver  that  mes¬ 
sage.  We  continue  to  climb  "Jacob's  Ladder"  with  him  as  we  go  higher  and 
higher  toward  God  in  faithful  witness  attempting  to  make  disciples  for 
Christ.  At  that  same  sessions  conclusion,  it  was  time  to  receive  the  invitation 
to  our  next  annual  meeting.  Down  the  aisle  came  a  smiling,  vivacious 
UMW  member."Here  I  Am,  Lord!"  said  Dolores  Giles,  the  new  President 
for  the  Baton  RougeDistrict.  To  connect  these  episodes  to  our  topic  about 
not  looking  back  but  going  forward  as  our  scripture  stated,  we  need  one 
more  remembrance.  Our  Annual  Meeting  in  2005  had  problems  because  of 
Katrina  and  Rita.  UMW  President  Lueburda  Myers  and  Monroe  District 
President  Sandy  DeCelle  worked  with  UMW  members  to  solve  our  prob¬ 
lems.  Now  here  is  the  weaving  together  of  these  happenings.  Katrina  made 
seeking  a  new  home  necessary  for  Dolores.  She  had  been  a  very  active 
leader  in  her  church  and  UMW  in  New  Orleans.  Baton  Rouge  needed  a  new 
president  for  their  district.  Dolores  answered,  as  she  had  many  times  before 
"Here  I  Am,  Lord!" 

As  the  scripture  instructed,  Dolores  was  not  turning  back.  Realizing  that 
our  dreams  are  greater  than  our  memories,  she  was  marching  forward.  Many 
stay  in  the  same  geographic  location,  but  go  forward  in  spite  of  demanding 
adjustments  to  changing  directives  from  our  guidelines  and  sometimes 
counter-directive  rules.  In  discussing  one  such  problem  with  Tillie  Shows,  I 
expressed  by  confusion  and  Tillie  also  responded  with  "Here  I  Am,  Lord!" 

We  have  many  Katrina  and  Rita  testimonies  of  this  same  truth  that,  by  God's 
grace,  these  members  are  "going  forward  and  being  Resurrection  Women." 
Our  United  Methodist  Women  are  powerful  examples  to  mentor  our  youth 
and  those  seeking  understanding  in  today's  world. 

At  the  recent  Louisiana  Methodist  Annual  Church  Conference,  two  of  our 
UMW  members  were  honored  at  the  Awards  Luncheon.  Our  Vice  President 
Edna  Hickman  received  the  UM  Women's  Award,  and  our  Baton  Rouge 
District  President  Dolores  Giles  received  the  Sojourner  Trust  Award.  We  are 
justly  proud  and  congratulate  our  hard  working  honorees. 

In  conclusion,  Mary  Quinones  shared  with  me  her  witness  among  our 
testimonies  as  she  prepares  to  go  forward  in  her  move  to  Texas.  Leaving  a 
home  of  so  many  years,  as  multiple  numbers  tell  us,  brings  strong  emotional 
upheaval.  As  Mary  prayed  for  God's  gifts  of  guidance  and  encouragements 
sermon  the  very  next  day  gave  her  just  that.  Borrowing  from  another  disas¬ 
ter's  memorializing  at  the  site  of  the  Twin  Towers  came  the  slogan  I  leave 
with  you. . . 

Think  Back.  Move  Forward.  It's  Time. 

In  Christ's  Love, 

Harriette  Elrod 

LA  Conference  UMW  President 


The  34th  Annual  Meeting 
Louisiana  Conference  United  Methodist  Women 
September  21-22, 2007 

Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  LA 


On  September  21-22,  2007,  we  cordially  invite  you  to 
experience  the  warm  hospitality  of  the  Baton  Rouge  District 
who  will  host  the  34th  Conference  Annual  Meeting  of 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Women  at  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church.  Our  host  hotel  is  the  Holiday  Inn  South. 
We  will  be  led  in  worship  by  several  female  ministers  from 
the  Baton  Rouge  area.  Women  from  Tallulah  UMC,  Monroe 
District,  will  present  our  opening  meditation  drama. 

Kathleen  Conrad,  Women's  Division  Director,  from 
Lafayette,  will  be  our  featured  speaker..  Marian  H.  Griffin  is 
our  Song  Leader,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Dona  Lusted, 

Organist.  We  will  be  entertained  through  song  by  Heritage, 
directed  by  Clarence  Jones,  and  the  Women's  Ensemble  of 
Broadmoor,  directed  by  Dr.  David  Shaler. 

We  will  experience  Christian  comedy  by  Rev.  Constance 
Saizon  at  the  banquet  on  Friday  evening  ,  held  at  the  Holiday 
Inn  South.  We  pray  that  all  of  you  will  register  to  attend. 

Please  mark  your  calendars  for  this  special  event.  Come 
and  enjoy  the  praise,  worship  and  fellowship  with  other 
UMW  members  across  the  state.  Registration  form  and 
information  is  available  online  at  our  UMW  page  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference:  www.la-umc.org/laity/umwomen. 


Dolores  G.  Giles, 
Chairperson 

Sally  Lofland, 
Co-Chairperson 
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Introducing  the  2007  UMW  Annual  Meeting  program  participants 

Kathleen  Conrad-Featured  Speaker  is  a  native  of  Geneva,  NY  and  attended  Central  Missouri  State  the  Acadia^a 

Conrad  Sr.,  pastor  of  Immanuel  UMC  in  Lafayette,  LA.  She  is  the  mother  of  Chantel  Conrad  and  Clifton  Conrad  Jr.  She  is  employed  with  the  A 
Otolaryngology  Group  in  Lafayette,  and  is  a  certified  lay  speaker  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMC.  Kathleen  as >_ serve ■  '  P 

UMW  unit,  with  the  Acadiana  District  UMW,  and  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMW.  She  represented  the  Louisiana ^Conference  a :  the  1996 S 
Central  Jurisdiction  Meeting,  and  was  a  member  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Core  Planning  Group  rom  </ .  .  of  Christian  Mission 

tive  to  the  UMW  National  Seminar  in  1 999.  She  has  chaired  the  Committee  on  Nominations  for  the  West  ^lf  Re9>oi;al  Sc^°°l  °|;  Women 

and  was  a  member  of  their  Planning  Team.  She  served  as  UMW  representative  to  the  World  Federation  of  Methodist  and  Church  Uniting 
North  America  Seminar  in  2002,  and  chaired  the  site  committee  for  the  Regional  VII  North  American  Area  Seminar  Kathleen  has  cha  e 

■■■  . Conference  Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of  Women,  participated  in  the  Volunteer  in  Mission  Program,  serve  on 

Nominations  and  the  Committee  to  Study  Re-Districting  for  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  She  is  presently  an  aReadina 

was  elected  as  a  Director  of  the  Women's  Division  where  she  serves  with  distinction  in  the  sections  of  Membership  and  International  M'"'stlies^She  is  also  a  Read I  g 

Program  evaluator.  At  the  LA  Annual  Conference  in  2006,  Kathleen  was  presented  the  UMW  Award.  In  January  2007  she  was  a  ™em  countries  She 

Ministries  delegation  that  attended  the  7th  Annual  World  Social  Forum  in  Nairobi,  Kenya,  together  with  persons  from  five  continents  and  over  140  countries  She 
presently  serves  on  the  board  of  directors  for  the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  of  the  UMC  in  the  sections  of  Personnel  and  Mission  Education. 


Rev.  Larry  G.  Miller-District  Superintendent  of  Baton  Rouge  District  since  June  2005.  He  has  served  as  senior  pastor  of  FUMC 
Bossier  City  from  1 998-2005,  FUMC  Denham  Springs,  Grace  UMC  in  Ruston,  and  FUMC  Tallulah.  Rev.  Miller  also  served  as  associate  pastor  of 
FUMC  Alexandria,  and  pastor  of  Dubach  and  Hilly  UMC.  He  is  a  graduate  of  SMU  Perkins  School  of  Theology,  with  a  Masters  in  Theology.  He 
graduated  magna  cum  laude  from  NLU  in  Monroe  with  a  B.S.  in  math  education,  and  taught  high  school  math  for  2  years  prior  to  being  called  to 
ministry  and  enrolling  in  seminary  in  1976.  Rev.  Miller  is  from  Springhill,  LA,  and  is  married  to  the  former  Linda  Rai e  1 Fom^y  °f/IA^xandr'^  s,nc® 
August  7, 1 982.  He  has  previously  served  as  chair  of  the  Shreveport  District  Committee  on  Ministry  and  the  Northshore  DCOM.  He  was  the  recip¬ 
ient  of  the  2001  J.  Henry  Bowden,  Sr.  Preaching  Award  from  LMCF,  and  was  elected  delegate  to  the  2004  South  Central  Jurisdictional  Conference. 
Rev.  Miller  will  be  present  to  welcome  attendees  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Baton  Rouge. 


Rev.  Cliff  C.  Wright,  Jr.-Senior  Pastor  of  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  since  2005,  holds  a  Master  of  Divinity  from  Vanderbilt 
Divinity  School,  and  has  served  as  pastor  in  the  Memphis,  Northwest  Texas,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  Conferences  of  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  As  host  pastor.  Rev.  Wright  will  welcome  the  attendees  at  the  Annual  Meeting  in  Baton  Rouge. 


David  Shaler-  Director  of  Music  &  Arts  at 
Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  He  is  a  pianist  and  trum¬ 
peter.  He  sang  for  five  years  with  the  professional  ensemble. 
Chanticleer,  in  California,  and  was  a  graduate  student,  music 
instructor  and  church  musician/director  in  Iowa  and  Georgia. 
Dr.  Shaler  will  direct  the  Broadmoor  Women  Ensemble. 


Dr.  Dona  Lusted-  Associate  Director  of  Music  and 
Organist  at  Broadmoor  UMC,  Baton  Rouge  She  holds 
a  degree  in  sacred  music  from  the  Evangelische 
Landeskirchenmusikschule  in  Duesseldorf,  Germany,  a  B.S  in 
Music  Education  from  Jacksonville  State  University  in  AL,  and 
the  M.M.  and  Ph.D.  degrees  in  Music  from  LSU  Dr.  Lusted  will 
serve  as  organist. 


Reverend  Darlene  A.  Moore-Senior  Pastor  of  Camphor  Memorial  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  She  is  an  anointed,  preaching,  teaching, 
inviting,  and  witnessing  woman  of  God  who  has  led,  organized,  and  conducted  numerous  workshops  and  conferences  from  the  local  to  the 
General  Church  level.  She  served  as  the  Vice-President  of  Louisiana  Area  Women  in  Ministry  for  two  years.  In  2002-2003,  she  was  awarded  the 
minister  of  the  Year  Award  by  the  Early  Risers  Kiwanis  Club  and  was  recognized  as  one  of  38  women  nominated  by  the  Baton  Rouge  YWCA  for 
the  Women  of  the  Year  Award.  She  was  invited  by  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  to  write  church  liturgy  for  a  project  called  21  st  Century 
Africana  Liturgy  in  October  2005.  Also,  she  served  as  Co-Chair  of  the  W.T.  Handy  Strengthening  of  the  Black  Church  Youth  Component 
Conference  event.  She  is  the  mother  of  one  son,  Joshua  and  helped  to  rear  one  nephew,  Walter,  as  well.  She  has  traveled  and  ministered  from 
the  Holy  Land,  Greece,  and  rural  towns  of  Southeast  Louisiana.  Rev.  Moore  will  give  our  Communion  Meditation  on  Saturday. 


Hallique  L.  Dawson-member  of  Camphor  Memorial 
UMC,  Baton  Rouge  She  is  also  a  member  of  the  Baton 
Rouge  District  Ministry  Team  .  She  was  commissioned  by  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  on  October  10th  in  New 
York  City.  She  is  President  of  and  will  bring  us  greetings  from 
the  Louisiana  Church  Women  United. 


Pat  Cobb-currentlv  serving  as  President  of  Core 
Planning  Group  of  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
UMW,  elected  in  2004  for  the  quadrennium.  She  also  serves 
as  Women's  Division  Director  and  on  the  Board  of  Trustees, 
Mt.  Sequoyah,  Fayetteville,  Arkansas.  Pat  will  bring  us  greet¬ 
ings  from  the  Jurisdiction. 


Mary  Margaret  Barr  -  graduated  from  Louisiana  Tech  where  she  met  her  husband  and  has  lived  in  Ruston  for  forty  (40)  years.  They  have  two 
sons  and  a  daughter  and  seven  (7)  grandchildren.  Over  the  years  she  has  held  most  offices  in  her  local  United  Methodist  Women  and  has  served 
as  Vice  President  and  President  of  the  Ruston  District.  She  has  taught  mission  studies  on  the  local  and  district  levels.  She  also  has  served  as 
President  of  the  Shreveport-Bossier  Unit.  Mary  Margaret  will  lead  the  Service  Honoring  Retiring  Officers. 


Rev.  Constance  Saizon-graduated  from  Xavier  University  in  the  field  of  education,  and  completed  a  five-year  Ministerial  Course  at  Millsap  College, 
Jackson,  MS,  after  which  she  was  appointed  pastor  of  Peoples  UMC  in  New  Orleans.  In  August  2005  she  was  displaced  from  her  home  and  appointment 
by  Hurricane  Katrina  and  relocated  to  Baton  Rouge.  In  June  2006  she  was  appointed  Pastor  of  St.  Landry  UMC  in  Gonzales  and  Assoc.  Pastor  at  Robert 
UMC  in  Denham  Springs.  Since  the  storm,  she  has  developed  a  Christian  Comedy  Ministry  which  "uplifts"  God  and  Godly  principles  through  comedy, 
and  provides  good  therapy  for  herself  and  others.  She  performs  at  banquets  and  church/district  functions,  including  the  Katrina/Rita  Party  at  the  2006 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Pastor  Saizon  is  a  long-time  supporter  of  United  Methodist  Women  and  Men.  She  is  a  member  of  the  District  Ministry 
Team,  Church  Women  United,  Christian  Women's  Connection  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Family  Resource  Center  in  Walker.  She  is 
treasurer  of  the  Local  Pastors  Organization,  and  is  a  cancer  advocate  through  Sisters  Supporting  Sisters.  Pastor  Saizon  also  has  a  radio  broadcast  which 
airs  on  WLNO  10.60  AM  on  Saturday  evenings.  Rev.  Connie  will  entertain  us  with  Christian  Comedy  at  our  Friday  evening  Banquet. 
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UMW  2008  Proposed  Goals  -  2007  Mission  Candle  -  Opportunities  for  Giving  and  Officer  Training 


Louisiana  Conference  UMW  -  Proposed  Goals  for  the  Year  2008 

In  keeping  with  the  Purpose  of  the  United  Methodist  Women,  in  2008  our  goals  will  be: 

I.  To  be  A  Community  of  Women,  accomplishing  a  2%  increase  in  membership  by: 

A.  Seeking  to  charter  new  units  in  churches  where  units  do  not  exist. 

B.  Revitalizing  units  that  have  limited  resources. 

C.  Creating  teen,  college/university  age  and  newly  retired  women's  circles  in  each 
District. 

II.  To  encourage  children,  youth  and  women  to  know  God  by: 

A.  Promoting  conference,  district  and  local  unit  mission  studies  as  outlined  by  the 
Women's  Division.  Promote  increase  attendance  at  School  of  Christian  Mission, 
Annual  Meetings  and  Spiritual  Retreats. 

B.  Incorporating  the  use  of  the  Prayer  Calendar  in  daily  devotions. 

C.  Implementing  a  Children's  Reading  Program  in  each  of  the  seven  districts. 

III.  To  continue  to  Develop  a  Creative,  Supportive  Fellowship  by: 

A.  Observing  UMW  Sunday  in  January  2008  in  every  unit  throughout  the  conference. 

B.  Collecting  items  as  outlined  in  the  current  Material  Resources  for  Mission  Catalog, 
and  presenting  these  items  at  the  UMW  Annual  Meeting  to  support  Women's 
Division  Mission  Projects  in  Louisiana  -  Dulac  Cooperative  Ministry  and 
MacDonnell  United  Methodist  Children's  Services. 

C.  Encouraging  mission  Volunteer  work  at  Sager-Brown/UMCOR,  and  education  field 
trips  to  Women's  Division  Projects  in  Louisiana. 

IV.  To  Expand  Concepts  of  Mission  by: 

A.  Encouraging  District  and  Local  Units  to  use  the  2008  Program  Book,  Response 
Magazine  and  the  Prayer  Calendar  in  program  planning. 

B.  Promoting  and  assisting  each  Local  and  District  Unit  in  becoming  a  Mission  Today 
Unit. 

C.  Completing  the  requirements  for  membership  in  the  Charter  Club  for  Racial  Justice. 

D.  Increasing  the  number  of  participants  in  the  Reading  Program  by  2%. 

E.  Participating  and  supporting  the  programming  of  Church  Women  United,  and  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  Women. 

F.  Increasing  the  number  of  Five  Star  Giving  Units  by  1 0%. 

V.  To  Participate  in  the  Global  Ministries  of  the  Church  by: 

A.  Paying  our  MISSION  GIVING  pledge  in  full. 

B.  Supporting  and  promoting  our  Mission  Candle  and  Mission  Ribbons. 


Special  Offering  for  District  and  Conference  Retiring  Officers 

UMW  Units  throughout  the  Louisiana  Conference  join  at  this  time  of  year  to  contribute  to  a  Special 
Offering  honoring  women  who  are  completing  terms  as  District  and  Conference  Officers.  This  Special 
Offering  is  your  opportunity  to  say  "Thank  You"  to  those  local  women  who  have  given  their  skills,  energy  and 
time  in  positions  of  connectional  leadership.  Honorees  will  receive  either  a  Gift  to  Mission  Card  or  a  Special 
Mission  Recognition  Pin,  determined  by  the  level  of  service  and  length  of  time  served  in  office. 

To  participate  in  this  gesture  of  appreciation,  please  send  your  gifts  to  the  District  Treasurer  with  your  unit's 
quarterly  report.  Many  units  are  including  this  offering  as  a  line  item  in  their  annual  budgets.  All  contributions 
for  this  offering  will  be  applied  to  your  Local  and  District  Pledges  to  Mission  Giving. 

Your  contributions  in  the  past  have  been  very  generous.  The  retiring  officers  appreciate  this  acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  their  service  in  mission.  We  know  you  will  want  to  continue  this  fine  tradition  as  we  honor  those 
women  retiring  this  year.  Make  plans  to  attend  the  2007  Conference  Annual  Meeting  at  Broadmoor 
United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge,  September  21-22,  at  which  time  the  Retiring  Conference  Officers 
will  be  honored.  District  Officers  will  be  honored  within  the  districts  at  their  District  Annual  Meetings  in 
October  and  November. 


DELT  is  Coming-October  1 3, 2007 
Pineville  First  United  Methodist  Church 
2550  Monroe  Highway  (  US  165)  Pineville,  La. 

All  District  Officers  are  invited  to  join  the 
Conference  Officers  for  a  day  of  fellowship,  learn¬ 
ing  and  fun. 

Learn  and  teach  others  the  positions  that  God  has 
called  us  to  fill.  It  will  be  worth  your  time  and  trav¬ 
el  to  be  there. 

Tillie  Shows-Chairperson,  Beverly  Cox-Co-Chair  & 
Dolores  Giles,  Special  Assistant 


Send  DELT  Pre-Registration  Form  To: 

Tillie  Shows,  210  Kimberly  Dr,  Mandeville,  LA  70448 
(You  May  Register  by  Email  to: 

TillieOI  @bellsouth.net) 

Name  _ 

Address_ _ _ _ 

City _ Zip _ 

Phone  Number _ . 

District _ 

Church _ City _ 


All  articles  &  news  stories  are  welcomed. 

This  Newsletter  Insert  is  published 
Four  times  a  year. 

Due  Dates  for  Articles/News: 
November  Newsletter-Due  Oct.  8, 2007 

Send  articles  to: 

Mary  Quinones 

22903  RosehollowTrl,Tomball,TX  77377 
Phone:  (504)428-1881  or 
(281)516-0060 

By  Email-  pmquinones2@aol.com 


World  Thanks  Offering 

God  gave  us  a  wonderful  Gift,  and  what  better  way  to  show 
our  thanks  than  through  our  gifts  to  the  World  Thank 
Offering  during  October.  Available  on  our  UMW  page  of  the 
LA  Conf.  website  is  an  October  Calendar  of  31-Derful  Way  To 
Say  Thanks.  It  is  fun  to  use  it  each  day  to  collect  the  money 
we  will  use  for  this  offering,  and  Daily  Scripture  is  included 
to  combine  with  your  prayers  of  thanks.  Drop  the  coins  into 
a  small  box  or  jar  each  day  and  watch  it  accumulate.  Then 
bring  it  to  your  Unit  Meeting  when  you  have  the  World 
Thank  Offering  Service.  Download  the  Calendar  from: 
www.la-umc.org  (Laity  and  UM  Women). 


2007  COST  OF  MISSION  SUPPORT 


1  SECOND 
1  MINUTE 
5  MINUTES 
1  HOUR 


$  .53 

$  32.04 

$  160.22 
$  1,922.62 


The  lighting  of  the  MISSION  CANDLE  will  again  be  a  sig¬ 
nificant  part  of  our  Conference  Annual  Meeting,  to  be 
held  on  September  21-22, 2007  at  Broadmoor  UMC, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA.  The  Candle  was  first  burned  at  the 
1979  Conference  annual  Meeting  as  a  Centennial 
Celebration  of  women  organized  for  mission.  Because  of 
the  loving  and  diligent  promotion  of  Shirley  Hoffpauir, 
then  serving  as  Conference  Treasurer,  the  Tradition  of 
the  Mission  Candle  has  evolved  to  represent  our  past, 
present  and  future  as  women  organized  for  mission. 
Units  and  individuals  will  want  to  be  a  part  of  this  mean¬ 
ingful  expression  of  our  united  commitment  to  a  world¬ 
wide  program  of  mission  outreach. 

Gifts  may  be  given  IN  MEMORY  or  IN  HONOR  OF  persons 
whose  names  will  be  inscribed  by  district  in  a  CONFER¬ 
ENCE  MISSION  CANDLE  BOOK  displayed  near  the  can¬ 
dle.  Each  district  will  take  home  its  list  of  names  to  dis¬ 
play  at  District  Annual  Meetings.  PLEASE  NOTE  that  the 
person  or  unit  giving  the  gift  is  responsible  for  notifying 
honorees  and/or  families  of  those  memorialized. The 
MISSION  CANDLE  will  burn  for  the  exact  length  of  time 
our  total  gifts  will  support  mission  through  the  Women's 
Division.  When  these  funds  would  be  used  up,  the  can¬ 
dle  will  be  extinguished.  OUR  GOAL  is  to  burn  the  candle 
throughout  the  Conference  Annual  Meeting. This  goal 
can  be  realized  if  every  unit  gives  1  minute  or  more  for 
the  MISSION  CANDLE.  However,  there  is  no  minimum  or 
maximum  gift  requirement.  All  monies  are  incorporated 
into  each  District's  PLEDGE  TO  MISSION  GIVING. 

Please  use  this  form  to  list  names,  indicating  in  which 
section  each  name  is  to  be  inscribed. 

Send  this  form  with  your  check  to  your  District  Treasurer 


PLEASE  TYPE  OR  PRINT-(lf  more  space  is  needed,  attach 
additional  sheets.  DO  NOT  write  on  back.) 

Individual/Unit  submitting  form: _ 

Church: _ District _ 

City: _ Phone  (  ) _ 

Given  by:  Name  of  Individual/Ur  In  HONOR  of: 


Given  by:  Name  of  Individual  Unit  In  MEMORY  of: 


TOTAL  AMOUNT  ENCLOSED  $ 


Annual  Meeting  Offering 


On  Saturday  morning  of  Annual  Meeting  an  offering  will  be 
taken  for  Mission  Giving.  Please  come  prepared  to  contribute 
to  this  important  gift.  Also,  remember  the  "Mission  Candle"  and 
the  "One  Second  of  Your  Time"  as  you  honor  loved  ones.  These 
gifts  help  increase  our  Gift  to  Mission  and  keep  the  Mission 
Candle  burning  as  long  as  possible  during  the  Annual  Meeting. 


2007  Mission  Ribbons 

Mission  Ribbons  will  be  available  at  the  Annual  Meeting 
Registration  Area.  Please  write  or  call  Jane  Eubanks, 
Conference  Treasurer  to  find  out  availability  of  the  rib¬ 
bons  you  need.  At  that  time,  the  ribbons  will  be  set  aside 
for  you  and  held  until  Annual  Meeting,  or  until  you  send 
your  payment.  Write  or  call  Jane  at  44040  Parker  Blvd., 
Hammond,  LA  70403, 985-41 9-8741 . 

Or  you  may  email:  teachpreach@bellsouth.net.  All  pro¬ 
ceeds  will  go  toward  your  Conference  Mission  Giving. 
There  will  also  be  a  limited  number  of  mission  ribbons 
from  past  years  available. 
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Jackson  UMC  Vacation  Bible  School 


Participants  in  a  Vacation  Bible  School 
hosted  by  Jackson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  July  took  their  mission  projects 
very  seriously. 

Each  day  of  VBS,  the  children  brought 
items  from  home  to  send  to  American  sol¬ 
diers  serving  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan. 

Since  July  of  2006,  the  children  have 
collected  soup  labels  to  send  to  Tamassee 
DAR  School,  located  in  South  Carolina. 
“Tamassee  is  a  boarding  school  with  a 
home-like  atmosphere  for  about  100  chil¬ 
dren  that  are  needy  and  dependent,”  said 
Beth  Dawson.  The  children  also  collected 
pull  tabs  from  soda  cans  which  were  given 
to  the  East  Feliciana  4-H  program,  which 
in  turn  sold  the  tabs  and  gave  the  money  to 
support  Ronald  McDonald  Homes. 

Igniting  Ministry,  from  page  i 

in  their  lives — whether  it’s  travel,  relation¬ 
ships,  or  something  more  spiritual.” 

The  interactive  ads  will  ask  users  ques¬ 
tions  about  their  desires  and  beliefs,  offer¬ 
ing  a  choice  of  answers.  After  they  submit 
a  response,  they  will  see  a  summary  of  the 
poll  results,  along  with  information  and 
links  to  explore  more  about  The  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  ads  will  also  fea¬ 
ture  streaming  video  of  television  spots 
from  the  campaign,  and  offer  a  free  MP3 
download  of  the  theme  music.  Users  can 
follow  the  links  to 

www.UnitedMethodist.org  to  leam  more 
about  the  denomination  or  find  a  local 
church,  or  they  can  request  a  brochure. 

The  focus  of  the  national  campaign, 
started  in  2001  to  raise  awareness  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church,  has  primarily 
been  cable  television  commercials  aired 
each  year  around  Lent,  Advent,  and  the 


South  Central  Jurisdiction  Urban  Network 
Resource  Conference 
Sept.  13-1 5 

Marriot  Airport  Hotel-St.  Louis,  Missouri 
Network  with  church  agency  representatives 
and  meet  others  with  a  passion  for  ministry 
within  the  urban  context. 

Register  online  at 
www.scjurbannetwork.org 
For  more  information,  contact 
Rev.  Joe  Connelly  a  t  jdconnelly@ya  hoo.  com 


Community  Coffee  and  Betty  Crocker 
labels  were  collected  and  distributed  to 
schools  in  East  Feliciana  Parish  that  use  the 
labels  for  library  books  and  supplies.  The 
children  will  continue  to  collect  these  items 
throughout  this  school  year. 

The  Alexander  Stirling  Chapter  of  the 
Daughters  of  the  American  Revolution 
entered  the  students’  efforts  in  a  communi¬ 
ty  service  contest.  They  won  first  place  in 
the  Felicianas,  in  the  State  of  Louisiana, 
and  in  the  DAR’s  South  Central  Division. 

Any  readers  with  a  loved  one  serving 
overseas  are  asked  to  contact  project  coor¬ 
dinators  Beth  Dawson  or  Catherine  Jacocks 
at  BDawson465@aol.com  to  receive  items 
collected  by  the  children  in  this  Baton 
Rouge  District  church. 

back-to-school  season.  This  year’s  back-to- 
school  campaign  runs  from  September  3- 
16  on  18  networks  at  a  cost  of  $1.8  million. 
The  commercial  will  air  about  1 ,200  times, 
creating  more  than  276  million  impres¬ 
sions,  and  is  expected  to  reach  65  million 
adults. 

New  strategies  are  being  tested  to  see 
which  can  best  complement  the  TV  com¬ 
mercials  and  reach  more  audiences.  Last 
year,  a  large-scale  outdoor  advertising  strat¬ 
egy  was  implemented,  placing  450  bill¬ 
boards  in  1 5  media  markets  to  reach  com¬ 
muters  and  travelers  in  their  cars. 

Online  advertising  is  undoubtedly  a 
fast-growing  medium.  A  report  released 
last  week  by  private  equity  firm  Veronis 
Suhler  Stevenson  predicts  that  Internet 
advertising  will  surpass  broadcast  televi¬ 
sion  and  newspapers  in  the  next  four  years 
to  become  the  largest  advertising  medium 
in  the  U.S. 


Blackwater  UMC 
in  Central,  La.  is  accepting 
applications  and  resumes 
for  the  position  of  full-time 
Youth  Minister. 

Interested  persons  may  call 
Rev.  Bill  Moon  at  (225)  261  -4646 
or  e-mail  billm@blackwaterumc.org 
Job  description  and  additional 
details  are  available  upon  request. 


Russia,  from  page  1 

Dubard,  of  Sweet  Gum  UMC  in  Lake 
Charles;  and  Cheryl  Warren,  of  First  UMC 
of  Baton  Rouge.  Returning  missioners 
included  Russian  Initiative  Chairman 
James  Gillespie  and  Diana  Watson,  both  of 
Broadmoor;  Carole  Boudreaux,  of  Asbury 
UMC  in  Lafayette;  Karen  Batchelor,  of 
Sweet  Gum  UMC;  and  Monica  Bradsher, 
of  First  UMC  of  Baton  Rouge. 

The  group  spent  several  days  in 
Ekaterinburg  leading  Vacation  Bible 
School  and  doing  yard  work  and  minor 
repairs  around  the  church,  including  paint¬ 
ing  and  repairing  cracks  in  the  walls,  but 
the  true  success  of  this  mission  is  the  rela¬ 
tionship-building  that  takes  place  with  not 
only  members  of  the  church,  including 
Pastors  Olga  Kotsuba  and  Tatyana 
Tomakh,  but  also  with  people  in  the  com¬ 
munity. 

Whether  visiting  an  orphanage  for  chil¬ 
dren  with  special  needs  or  helping  the 
church  distribute  food  packages  to  shut-in 
members  of  the  church,  the  group  assisted 
those  of  First  UMC  of  Ekaterinburg  spread 
the  love  of  Christ. 

“God  is  in  this  church,  and  the  love  just 
spreads  out  wherever  we  go,”  Boudreaux 
said. 

Visiting  one  of  the  church’s  pensioners, 
the  group  brought  the  elderly  lady  what 
any  American  would  consider  to  be  the 
barest  of  necessities.  Inside  her  cramped 
apartment,  the  woman  sat  on  the  couch  and 
wept,  making  the  sign  of  the  cross  with 
every  small  item  she  was  presented  -  small 
bags  of  rice  and  sugar,  cooking  oil,  packets 
of  tea,  laundry  soap,  along  with  a  piece  of 
fruit  and  a  small  chocolate  bar  for  treats. 

For  this  woman  on  a  fixed  income,  there 
were  not  enough  words  to  thank  the  mis¬ 
sion  team.  Likewise,  the  missioners  had  a 
hard  time  describing  the  blessing  of  this 
visit. 

“She  did  a  lot  more  for  us  than  we  did 
for  her,  that’s  for  sure,”  Boudreaux  said, 
noting  that  the  spiritual  rewards  of  this 
mission  are  great. 

Gifts  from  Louisiana  United  Methodists 
help  support  this  church,  including  the 
salaries  for  both  Kotsuba  and  Tomakh,  as 
well  as  making  outreach  efforts  like  the 
food  distribution  possible. 

“The  church  has  continued  to  grow  and 
add  programs,  but  it’s  a  struggle  because  of 
finances.  The  utilities  continue  to  go  up”  in 
addition  to  other  growing  costs,  said 
Gillespie,  who  has  made  the  annual  jour¬ 
ney  to  Ekaterinburg  since  1991. 

With  continued  prayers  and  financial 
support  from  Louisiana  United  Methodists, 
the  Russian  Initiative  plans  to  develop  two 
much-needed  projects  for  the  church  -  the 
building  of  a  playground,  which  could  pro¬ 
duce  more  growth  in  the  church,  and  erect¬ 
ing  a  fence  on  the  grounds  for  security. 

“(The  church)  sits  on  the  edge  of  a  park, 
and  there  are  probably  hundreds  of  people 
who  walk  past  the  church  each  day  -  many 
families  with  small  children  -  and  it’s  very 
exciting  to  think  that  this  church  could  be 
known  as  a  church  that  cares  for  children 
and  a  fun  place  for  children  to  be,”  Irby 
said. 

The  draw  of  the  church  could  be  seen 
during  Vacation  Bible  School,  organized  by 
Batchelor  with  assistance  from  Boudreaux, 
Bradsher  and  Dubard. 


On  the  first  day  of  VBS,  about  10  chil¬ 
dren  filled  the  first-floor  room  at  First 
Ekaterinburg,  doing  crafts  and  listening  to 
Bradsher,  who  speaks  fluent  Russian,  share 
Bible  stories.  Taking  to  the  outdoors  for 
recreation  time  in  the  area  of  the  church 
grounds  neighboring  the  park,  the  group  of 
children  participating  in  Bible  school  grew 
from  10  to  nearly  30. 

And  in  Russia,  attracting  people  to  a 
church  outside  the  Russian  Orthodox  reli¬ 
gion  is  not  an  effortless  task. 

“I  lived  through  the  days  when  churches 
were  really  discouraged  -  people  were  per¬ 
secuted  for  believing  or  following  any  reli¬ 
gion,”  said  Bradsher,  who  lived  in  Soviet 
Russia  when  her  husband  served  as  an 
Associated  Press  correspondent  there.  “As 
things  opened  up,  I  was  glad  when  I  saw 
people  able  to  go  to  church  at  all,  but  to  see 
them  come  to  a  Methodist  church  -  my 
kind  of  church  -  is  especially  exciting. 

“I'm  very  proud  of  the  Russians  who 
run  this  church  and  who  come  here, 
because  they’re  doing  something  that  is  a 
little  unusual,  more  unusual  than  going  to 
an  Orthodox  church,  and  they  do  it  out  of  a 
deep  belief,  out  of  faith,  and  they’re  mak¬ 
ing  progress  all  the  time,”  Bradsher  added. 

And  it’s  that  deep  faith  seen  in  the 
Russian  people  that  keep  many  missioners 
coming  back  to  Ekaterinburg  year  after 
year. 

“These  people  love  the  Lord  so  much 
. . .  they’re  so  firll  of  praise  for  the  Lord  and 
so  dependent  on  God  for  everything  in 
their  lives,”  Watson  said  upon  completing 
her  fifth  journey  to  Ekaterinburg.  “They 
are  quite  an  example  for  me  to  follow,  and 
that’s  why  I  keep  coming  back  because 
I’ve  grown  to  love  them.  I’ve  grown  to 
respect  what  they’re  doing  here.” 

Watson  encourages  others  to  prayerfully 
consider  making  the  trip  with  the  Louisiana 
Russian  Initiative,  adding  that  God  always 
has  a  role  for  each  missioner  to  fill. 

“There’s  a  commandment:  Go  forth 
unto  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to 
everyone,  and  God  meant  it  when  He  said 
that,  so  why  not  come  to  Russia?” 
Boudreaux  said.  “Yes,  it  is  far,  but  when 
you  get  here,  you’re  so  glad  you  came,  and 
when  you  know  you’re  doing  God’s  will 
for  us,  you  feel  that  wonderfiil  feeling  of 
accomplishment  as  well.” 

The  Louisiana  Russian  Initiative  visits 
Ekaterinburg  in  either  June  or  July  each 
year,  with  a  side  trip  to  either  St. 

Petersburg-  or  Moscow.  Cost  is  approxi¬ 
mately  $2,500  to  $3,000,  and  includes  air¬ 
fare,  meals,  lodging  and  passes  to  tourist 
sites  during  the  side  excursion.  Gifts  can 
also  be  made  to  the  Initiative  and  will  go 
toward  salary  support  for  the  pastors  and 
other  financial  needs,  including  church 
projects  in  Ekaterinburg.  Assisting  mission¬ 
ers  with  funding  is  also  encouraged.  Gifts 
can  be  made  to  the  Louisiana  Russian 
Initiative,  account  4788R,  and  sent  to  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference 
office,  527  N.  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge, 

LA  70802.  For  more  information  on  how 
you  can  help  this  mission  or  to  sign  up  for 
the  next  trip,  contact  James  Gillespie  at 
(318)  868-0710.  Video  presentations  on  the 
mission  are  available  upon  request. 

Angela  Cason  is  the  Director  of 
Communications  tor  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport.  La. 
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Methodist  Habitat  build  set  for  Baton  Rouge 


Partner  Sherman  Williams  works  with  three  members  of  Broadmoor  Explorers  and 
Lagniappe  Sunday  School  Classes  during  the  2006  'Methodist  Build'  in  Baton  Rouge. 


A  coalition  of  Baton  Rouge  area  United 
Methodist  churches  will  begin  construction 
Sept.  8  on  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  home  in 
the  city. 

The  “Methodist  Build”  has  become  an 
annual  event  for  over  1 3  years  for  Baton 
Rouge  area  churches.  The  Para  family  will 
be  this  year’s  recipients  of  the  home.  There 
are  five  children  in  the  family  ranging  in 
age  from  3  to  17.  The  Paras  are  originally 
from  Sudan,  Africa,  and  have  been  in 
Baton  Rouge  since  2002. 

“The  need  for  safe,  decent,  and  afford¬ 
able  housing  in  Baton  Rouge  is  great  and 


continues  to  grow,”  said  Freda 
Montgomery,  long-time  coordinator  of  the 
project. 

Work  for  the  Methodist  Build  is  done 
on  Wednesdays  and  Saturdays,  beginning 
Sept.  8  and  running  through  Nov.  17. 

Crews  begin  at  8  a.m.  and  wrap  up  at  2:30 
p.m.  each  day. 

Those  wishing  to  donate  materials  to  the 
project  may  contact  Tom  Pruyn  at  (225) 
936-9713  or  email  thomaspruyn@aol.com 

To  sign  up  a  group  for  a  work  day, 
please  call  Lynn  Bradley  at  (225)  769-7040 
or  email  lbradley@bradley-blewster.com 


St. Timothy  UMC  breaks  ground  for  youth  center 


Over  1 00  persons  gathered  May  23  to 
break  ground  for  St.  Timothy  on  the 
Northshore  UMC’s  new  youth/student  min¬ 
istry  center. 

The  groundbreaking  ceremony  was  led 
by  Senior  Pastor  Rev.  James  Mitchell, 
along  with  leaders  of  church  Tmstees,  chil¬ 
dren  and  youth.  Construction  is  slated  for 
completion  in  the  winter  of  2008. 

The  “Growing  God”  project  provides 
St.  Timothy’s  Asbury  Campus  with  get  a 
new  student/youth  worship  center,  six  new 
classrooms,  and  over  200  additional  park¬ 


ing  spaces.  The  church’s  East  Campus  will 
get  a  facelift  on  the  front  of  the  building 
and  a  new  sign  on  the  street. 

The  new  youth/student  ministry  center, 
as  well  as  the  existing  Family  Life  Center 
(including  the  commercial  kitchen),  will  be 
equipped  with  gas-powered  generators  that 
will  keep  these  buildings  fully  functional  in 
case  of  the  loss  of  electrical  power.  This 
will  enable  St.  Timothy  to  host  at  least  200 
emergency  workers  and  first  responders  in 
the  case  of  a  hurricane  or  other  disaster. 


Norris  honored  at  service 
of  praise  and  thanksgiving 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  visits  with 
Rev.  Leslie  Norris  during  the  praise  and 
thanksgiving  service  honoring  Norris. 


A  service  of  Praise  and  Thanksgiving 
was  held  April  20  at  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  in 
honor  of  the  ministry  of  Dr.  Leslie  P. 
Norris. 

Organizers  of  the  service  described  it  as 
patterned  after  Pentecost,  “a  night  of  com¬ 
ing  together  of  God’s  people  of  different 
races,  cultures,  ethnicities,  languages, 
denominations  and  circumstances  in  life  to 
worship  God.” 

Special  guest  speakers  included  Bishop 
Alfred  L.  Norris  Sr.,  Dallas  area.  The 
United  Methodist  Church;  Bishop  H.  E. 
Quillen,  The  Church  of  God  in  Christ;  and 
Rev.  John  Gillison,  The  African  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South  Carolina. 

Rev.  Norris’  wife,  Roszeta  Norris, 
spoke  about  her  husband’s  recently  pub¬ 
lished  six  volume  series  of  books  entitled 
“In  Deep  Water  with  Christ.” 


Make  Mission  Possible. 


United  Methodist  Women 

support  institutions  and  programs  empowering 
and  improving  the  lives  of  women  and  children. 

Thanks  to  the  UMW,  people  like  Barbara  Baker 
and  her  three  children  are  getting  back  on  their 
feet  after  tragedy  struck  their  world. 

Starting  over  won’t  be  easy  for  the  Bakers.  But 
the  support  of  the  caring  women  of  the  UMW  is 
making  a  difference  in  their  lives  every  day. 

Make  future  missions  possible,  too. 

Provide  income  for  yourself  now  and  for 
missions  later  with  a  Life  Income  Gift.  Contact 
your  United  Methodist  Foundation  to  find  out 
how  easy  and  inexpensive  it  can  be. 


United  Methodist  Women 

< 

UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

• - of  Louisiana - 

(800)  256-9317  or  (225)  346-1535 


www.umfgiving.org 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 
at  (225)  346-5193 
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UMCOR  Sager  Brown  Depot  in  need  of  more  flood  buckets 


BALDWIN,  LA.,  AUG.  6,  2007— 
UMCOR  Sager  Brown  Depot  has  nearly 
depleted  its  supply  of  flood  buckets.  The 
response  effort  to  the  recent  Texas,  Kansas 
and  Oklahoma  storm  emergencies  have 
severely  taxed  flood  bucket  stores.  This 
low  inventory  is  a  serious  concern  especial¬ 
ly  when  the  Atlantic  hurricane  season  is 
still  uncertain. 

For  Kathy  Kraiza,  Executive  Director, 
the  empty  racks  in  the  Baldwin,  La.,  Depot 
are  a  “good  news,  bad  news”  situation. 

“The  good  news  is  that  we  have  sent 
over  3,800  flood  buckets  to  Texas,  Kansas 


and  Oklahoma — over  half  the  stock  in  the 
warehouse,”  she  explained.  “But  that 
means  we  have  fewer  than  3,000  flood 
buckets  in  stock,  and  we're  only  halfway 
through  the  2007  hurricane  season.” 

Now,  increasing  the  stock  of  flood 
buckets  has  become  the  most  recent  emer¬ 
gency  at  the  Depot,  as  Midwest  communi¬ 
ties  continue  the  clean-up  process. 

UMCOR  needs  your  help  to  ensure  this 
kind  of  support  continues  to  be  readily 
available.  UMCOR  has  responded  to  28 
domestic  emergencies  in  24  annual  confer¬ 
ences  since  September  2006.  The  many 


emergencies  over  the  past  months  have 
depleted  response  supplies. 

“We  would  like  to  rebuild  our  inventory 
quickly,”  Kraiza  continued.  She  invites 
congregations  and  individuals  to  send 
bucket  contents  or  a  contribution  to  pur¬ 
chase  supplies.  A  list  of  the  contents  can  be 
found  here,  or  you  can  give  $45  towards 
the  purchase  of  these  items. 

Gifts  can  be  made  to  UMCOR  Material 
Resources  Advance  #  901440  which  will 
enable  UMCOR  to  purchase  needed  relief 
supplies. 


Disc  Golf,  Anyone? 


Michael  Maher  putts  on  the  eighth  hole  while  John  Fowler  and  James  Davidson  await  their  turn  on  the  new  nine-hole  disc  golf 
course  on  the  campus  of  Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge. The  course  was  developed  to  provide  recreation 
and  fellowship  for  church  members  and  residents  of  the  community.  Photo  by  Eddie  Manes 


Disc  golf  course  brings  Broadmoor  UMC,  city  of  Baton  Rouge  closer 


BY  EDDIE  MANES 

“It  just  seemed  like  a  good  idea” 
sounds  a  little  too  simple.  However,  it’s 
the  reason  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge  has  a  new  nine-hole  disc  golf 
course  on  their  campus. 

Disc  golf  is  a  relatively  new  sport. 
The  first  course  was  created  in  1975  and 
the  sport  has  been  steadily  catching  on 
across  the  country  and  world.  There  are 


now  over  1 ,000  courses  available  in  the 
United  States  alone. 

Simply  put,  disc  golf  is  golf  with 
Frisbee-like  discs,  and  instead  of  holes  to 
putt  into,  there  are  metal  baskets.  The 
appeal  of  this  simple  concept  has  resulted 
in  a  Professional  Disc  Golf  Association, 
as  well  as  tournaments  across  the  country 
and  even  different  brands  and  types  of 
discs  endorsed  by  different  disc  golfing 


professionals.  The  appeal  has  never  been 
more  evident  than  in  Baton  Rouge,  where 
two  courses  face  increasing  numbers. 
There  was  only  one  problem  for  local 
disc  golfers  like  James  Davidson. 

“I  got  this  idea  about  8  months  ago 
when  I  was  wondering  why  there  were 
no  places  to  play  nearby,”  says  Davidson, 
an  avid  disc  golfer  and  Broadmoor  mem- 

See  Disc  Golf,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Second-Lining  for  Dollars! 


Children's  Home  breakfast  slated  for  Sept.  18 


We  had  a  party  in  New  Orleans! 

And  it  was  quite  a  party!  People  from 
all  over  the  United  States  came  to  let 
us  thank  them  for  what  they  have  done 
to  help  us  in  our  recovery  efforts  fol¬ 
lowing  hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

And  then  they  graciously  and  eagerly 
sat  and  listened  while  we  told  them  all 
we  still  need  for  them  to  do  to  help  us 
into  the  future!  It  was  a  different  kind 
of  party. 

The  Council  of  Bishops’  task  force 
on  Katrina  Church  Recovery  con¬ 
ceived  of  this  party  many  months  ago. 
We  invited  partner  churches,  represen¬ 
tatives  from  every  Annual  Conference 
in  the  United  States,  and  pastors  of 
large  churches  to  come  to  New 
Orleans  -  at  their  own  expense  I  might 
add!  -  and  let  the  three  Gulf  Coast 
conferences  (Alabama- West  Florida, 
Mississippi,  and  Louisiana)  thank 
them  for  their  Herculean  efforts  to  set 
us  on  our  feet  again.  The  other  side  of 
our  hosting  this  connection-wide 
"Thank  You”  was  to  inform  our  gener¬ 
ous  benefactors  that  we  are  still  in 
great  need. 

The  invitations  went  out  to  all  the 
Conferences  and  they  responded! 

Some  200+  individuals,  representing 
nearly  every  Annual  Conference  in  the 
United  States,  were  there  to  tour  areas 
of  restoration  as  well  as  see  remaining 
devastation,  eat  sumptuously,  listen  to 
a  fantastic  Cajun  band,  do  a  little  “sec¬ 
ond  lining,”  and  then  hear  our  continu¬ 
ing  needs.  It  was  a  picture  of  the  con¬ 
nection  of  United  Methodism  at  its 
best. 

You  would  be  interested  in  know¬ 
ing  what  we  asked  them  to  do  for  the 
support  of  Louisiana  needs  alone.  In 
addition  to  the  continued  need  of  work 
teams,  our  major  ask  was  for  contin¬ 
ued  funding.  Here’s  the  list: 

-$1.3  million  for  Salaries  and  Benefits 
for  Pastoral  and  Staff  Support  for 
2008.  We  have  a  total  budget  of 
$2,241,000  for  this  area  for  2008,  but 
we  are  planning  on  our  churches  and 
other  identified  resources  providing 
the  difference. 

-$194,381  for  casualty  and  flood  insur¬ 
ance  needs  for  42  churches  located  in 
the  Mission  Zone. 

-$300,000  for  Mission  Zone  Church 
Ministries.  These  funds  will  be  used 
for  advertising,  transportation,  and  a 
new  childcare  center  and  program. 
-$900,000  for  Mission  Zone  Church 


Building  Costs. 
These  costs  are  for 
specific  church 
buildings  in  New 
Orleans  and  in 
Cameron  Parish. 
-$150,000  for  the 
new  Free  Clinic  in 
New  Orleans.  To 
be  known  as  Luke’s 
House,  this  clinic 
will  provide  basic  health  care  for  those 
who  have  none  at  this  time. 

-$510,000  for  Hispanic  Ministries. 

This  great  need  is  receiving  major 
attention  in  New  Orleans. 

-$140,000  for  The  Methodist  Home 
for  Children.  This  home  is  being  relo¬ 
cated  to  Mandeville  and  these  monies 
will  help  with  furnishings  and  opera¬ 
tional  needs. 

When  you  put  a  quick  pencil  to 
those  numbers  you  will  come  up  with 
some  $3.5  million  dollars  in  needs  we 
laid  out  to  our  sisters  and  brothers 
across  our  connection.  Mississippi 
Conference  did  a  similar  thing. 
Alabama  -  West  Florida  made  no  spe¬ 
cific  requests  because  they  are  so 
much  further  along  than  Mississippi 
and  we. 

Before  our  guests  left  New  Orleans 
they  were  beginning  to  sign  up  for 
portions  they  thought  their  church, 
their  district,  or  their  annual  confer¬ 
ence  might  undertake.  It  is  very  hum¬ 
bling  to  think  our  friends  and  co-labor¬ 
ers  in  Christ  are  so  willing  to  help  us 
with  these  gigantic  needs.  We  give 
great  thanks  to  God  for  their  loving 
care  and  generosity. 

By  the  way,  if  your  church  hasn’t 
received  the  Katrina/Rita  Special 
Offering  yet,  please  do  so  as  soon  as 
possible.  Your  gifts  will  go  directly 
into  this  pool  of  funds  that  will  help 
address  the  areas  laid  out  above!  You 
have  been  incredible  in  your  support 
of  these  needs,  and  I  praise  God  for 
you  every  day. 

May  you  have  a  bountiful  fall  and 
may  our  journey  through  these  next 
months  be  hurricane  free! 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


The  La.  Methodist  Children’s  Home 
will  soon  build  another  facility  for  children 
in  the  Lake  Charles/Sulphur  area. 

To  find  out  more  about  the  project,  plan 
to  attend  an  informational  breakfast  at  the 
Lake  Charles  Civic  Center  on  Sept.  1 8  at  7 
a.m.  The  event  will  conclude  at  8:15  a.m. 

Sen.  Randy  Ewing,  master  of  cere¬ 
monies,  will  be  joined  by  Terrel  DeVille, 
CEO  for  the  Children’s  Home,  and  mem- 


Disceming  The  Call  (an  exploration 
event  for  persons  between  16  and  25  years 
of  age  interested  in  professional  ministry) 
will  be  held  October  12-13,  2007,  at  the 
Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth  Louisiana.  If 
you  feel  that  you  are  being  led  by  God  to 
consider  ministry  as  a  professional  voca¬ 
tion,  then  your  participation  in  the 
Discerning  The  Call  retreat  would  be  very 


“Living  Faith,  Seeking  Justice — 
Resourcing  Local  Churches  for  Justice 
Ministry”  will  be  held  Nov.  1-4  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex. 

Join  hundreds  of  United  Methodists  and 
other  Christian  advocates  for  justice  at  this 
important  global  gathering  in  Fort  Worth. 
Participants  will  work  to  build  alliances, 
and  learn  and  teach  practical  ways  to  move 
our  churches  and  congregations  from  min¬ 
istries  of  mercy  to  ministries  of  justice. 

Find  out  more  about  the  event  at 
www.umc-gbcs-org/livingfaith 
The  registration  fee  is  $175  by  Aug.  15  and 
$225  by  Oct.  22. 


bers  of  the  staff  for  the  Ruston  based  facili¬ 
ty  as  they  share  information  about  the  pro¬ 
grams  and  services  offered  to  better  the 
lives  of  children  in  Louisiana. 

Generous  sponsors  are  covering  the  cost 
of  the  breakfast,  so  guests  are  invited  free 
of  charge.  Reservations  are  necessary  and 
can  be  made  by  contacting  Douglas  Hall  at 
(985)  860-5247. 


beneficial.  Cost  is  $25.  Registration  forms 
can  be  obtained  online  at  www.la-umc.org 
or  by  contacting  John  Edd  Harper  at  (225) 
346-1646.  Send  your  registration  form  and 
$25  check  to:  Discerning  The  Call,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
This  event  is  sponsored  by  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 


Scholarships  are  available  from  the 
General  Board  of  Church  and  Society  and 
from  the  La.  Conference  Board  of  Church 
and  Society.  For  assistance,  contact  Phil 
Woodland,  jpwood929@aol.com  (Tel  225- 
336-901)  or  University  United  Methodist 
Church,  3350  Dalrymple  Dr.,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802.  Scholarship  applications 
for  La.  Conference  scholarships  must  be 
received  by  Sept.  1 . 

Registration  fees  include  all  materials, 
workshops,  worship  and  meals. 

Conference  accommodations  are  provided 
by  Hilton  Fort  Worth,  (817)  870-2100. 


Volunteers  needed 

Those  skilled  in  plumbing  are  needed  as  volunteers  for  a  LAVIM  mini-construction 
mission  to  Valle  Hermosa,  Mexico,  Sept.  20-23.  The  team  will  be  completing  con¬ 
struction  of  Elohim  Methodist  Church  in  Valle  Hermosa,  just  across  the  Mexican/US 
border  from  Harlingin,  Tex.  Team  members  must  have  a  valid  passport  for  this  mis¬ 
sion.  Those  interested  should  contact  Larry  Norman,  Director  of  LAVIM,  at  (225)  346- 
1 646  or  LduckN@aol.com 
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Hal  Taussig,  82,  runs  the  Untours  travel  company,  which  he  and  his  wife,  Norma,  founded  in  the  mid-1970s. The  unconventional  travel  agency  places  travelers  in  private  homes 
instead  of  touristy  hotels  to  help  them  get  to  know  the  people  and  cultures  they  visit.  Taussig  bikes  to  his  office.  He  and  his  wife,  Norma,  have  not  owned  a  car  for  more  than  35 
years. Their  simple  lifestyle  has  made  it  possible  to  donate  $5  million  in  profits  from  their  company  to  assist  low-income  people  trying  to  start  new  businesses.  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Mark  Melchiorre. 


Unconventional  businessman  invests  his  company  profits  in  others 


BY  JAMES  MELCHIORRE 

Clad  in  blue  jeans  and  a  T-shirt,  Harold 
Taussig,  82,  rides  his  bicycle  to  work  every 
day  and  hasn’t  owned  a  car  since  1971. 

“I  gave  my  last  car  away  to  a  hitchhik¬ 
er,”  recalls  Taussig. 

He  does,  however,  own  Untours,  a 
hugely  successful  travel  company.  And  he 
has  done  the  same  thing  with  $5  million  in 
profits  over  the  past  1 5  years  that  he  did 
with  his  last  car.  He  gave  it  away. 

Taussig’s  Untours  Foundation  loans 
money  to  low-income  people  trying  to  start 
new  businesses  or  otherwise  improve  their 
lives. 

“It  wasn’t  a  vow  of  poverty,  I  didn't  do 
anything  like  that,”  the  United  Methodist 
businessman  says  of  his  modest  lifestyle.  “I 
said  I’m  never  going  to  have  any  money  in 
the  bank,  no  money  collected  in  the  bank 
or  have  anything  in  my  name.  And  whatev¬ 
er ’s  left  over  at  the  end  of  the  month,  what- 
ever’s  left  over,  I  get  rid  of  it.” 

Taussig  and  his  wife,  Norma,  founded 
Untours  in  the  mid- 1 970s.  Their  goal  was 
to  provide  a  service  to  travelers  wanting  to 
stay  in  private  homes  instead  of  touristy 
hotels  in  order  to  get  to  know  the  people 
and  cultures  they  visit. 

In  other  words,  they  serve  folks  who  are 
really  kindred  spirits  with  Harold  and 


Norma.  “We  wanted  to  know  the  ordinary 
person  in  Europe  instead  of  knowing  just 
those  that  tourists  got  to  know  when  they 
were  just  spending  money,”  recalls  Nonna. 

The  two  defining  characteristics  of 
Untours  —  bypassing  “tourist”  luxury  to 
live  among  the  people  and  donating  all 
profits  —  ensure  that  Taussig’s  business 
reflects  his  values. 

So  does  his  personal  lifestyle.  He  and 
Nonna  live  in  a  narrow  wood-frame  house 
on  the  outskirts  of  Media  and  dry  their 
laundry  from  a  clothesline  running  from 
the  back  porch. 

“I  have  a  mission  to  fight  this  con¬ 
sumerism,”  he  says.  “I  think  the  direction 
we’re  heading  in  is  catastrophic.  If  we  keep 
taking  things  out  of  the  earth  at  the  rate 
we’re  doing  now,  there’s  going  to  be  no 
society  as  we  know  it.” 

Taussig  got  the  idea  to  donate  profits 
from  Untours  five  years  after  he  and 
Norma  started  their  business. 

“I  had  been  aware  of  the  rising  gap 
between  the  rich  and  the  poor,  which  I 
believe  is  not  sustainable,”  he  recalls.  “I 
think  that  can  be  addressed  only  by  eco¬ 
nomic  means.  My  idea  is  to  get  capital  to 
poor  people  rather  than  charity.” 

As  part  of  its  philanthropic  mission, 
Taussig’s  Untours  Foundation  has  made 


hundreds  of  loans  to  small  businesses, 
including  Home  Care  Associates  of 
Philadelphia,  which  provides  health  care 
services  to  patients  who  remain  in  their 
homes  rather  than  enter  the  hospital.  Many 
of  the  company’s  employees  once  received 
welfare  payments. 

“Paul  Newman  and  JFK  Jr.  had  given 
me  this  award  —  Most  Generous  Business 
in  America  —  and  we  had  $250,000  in 
award  money,”  he  recalls.  “We  decided  to 
loan  that  to  Home  Care  Associates,  and 
they  doubled  their  staff  that  first  year  and 
from  that  year  on  they’ve  made  a  profit. 
There  are  50  people  who  came  off  welfare 
and  they  get  dividends  now.” 

The  Taussigs  attend  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Media.  The  pastor 
there  compares  Harold  to  a  walking 
Sunday  school  lesson. 

“You  talk  about  your  heart  breaking  for 
homeless  people  and  (how)  the  church 
should  be  outraged  about  poverty,  hunger 
and  war,”  says  the  Rev.  Maridel  Whitmore. 
“Here’s  a  person  doing  what  we  preach  and 
I  think  he’s  made  us  all  straighten  up  a  lit¬ 
tle  bit  and  look  at  ourselves  ....  If  this  is 
what  Harold’s  doing,  maybe  we  should  be 
following  his  example.” 

Taussig  jokes  that  the  travel  business  is 
his  third  attempt  at  a  career.  He  first 


worked  as  a  cattle  rancher  in  his  native 
Colorado  and  later  was  a  college  professor 
and  high  school  teacher. 

He  and  Norma  have  raised  three  chil¬ 
dren.  Their  son  is  a  United  Methodist  min¬ 
ister  and  a  professor  at  Union  Theological 
Seminary  in  New  York  City.  One  daughter 
was  ordained  a  Lutheran  priest,  and  the 
other  daughter  is  an  artist  who  works  for 
Untours. 

“If  he  decided  to  leave  all  his  money  to 
his  children,  I  wouldn't  argue  a  bit.  I’m  not 
quite  the  saint  maybe  that  my  dad  is,”  jokes 
daughter  Marilee  Taussig,  the  artist,  who 
also  lives  across  the  street  from  her  parents. 

“But  I’m  also  aware  he  taught  me  other 
things  that  are  going  to  last  longer  than  any 
amount  of  money.  He  took  me  all  over  the 
world  and  he  continues  to  reach  out  to  dif¬ 
ferent  kinds  of  people,  and  I  think  that  lasts 
longer  than  any  amount  of  money.” 

Not  surprisingly,  Harold  Taussig  is  not 
comfortable  being  viewed  as  a  role  model. 

“I  don’t  particularly  like  being  made  the 
center  of  attention  as  I  am  right  now,”  he 
says.  “I’m  only  doing  this  (interview) 
because  I  like  to  have  people  discuss  the 
problem  of  poverty  —  world  poverty  I  find 
so  disastrous  —  and  finding  a  new  way  to 
solve  it.” 


Sixth  Annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation 

Nov.  16-17  at  Dillard  University 
New  Orleans ,  La. 

Theme:"With  God  All  Things  are  Possible" 
Speaker:  Dr.  William  B.  McClain 
Mary  Elizabeth  Joyce  Professor  of  Preaching  and 
Worship,  Wesley  Theological  Seminary, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

For  more  information, 
contact  the  Office  of  Multicultural  Ministries 
at  (225)  346-1646  or  visit  www.la-umc.org 
on  the  internet 


God  and  Country  Award  Campout 

March  7-9,  2008 

The  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La. 

Presented  by  the  United  Methodist  Men  of  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  of  The  United  Methodist  Church 
Event  is  held  in  conjunction  with 
Bishop  Hutchinson’s  Confirmation  Day 
For  Boy  Scouts,  Girl  Scouts,  and  Campfire  Girls 
From  Protestant  and  Catholic  Gmups 

Cost  is  $15  per  person  attending.  Send  application  and  registration 
fee  to:  Cathy  Wimberley- Wesley  Center,  2350  Methodist  Parkway, 
Woodworth,  LA  71485  or  call  (318)  449-4500  or  (318)  449-4700 
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First  UMC  -  Laplace 


A  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  team  from  First  United  Methodist  Church  in  LaPlace,  La. 
recently  served  in  Reynosa,  Mexico.  "This  was  the  first  LAVIM  mission  for  the  church. 
People  are  ready  to  return  next  year!,"  said  Rev.  Mark  Bray,  pastor,  who  adds  that  the 
baby  in  the  picture  was  the  daughter  of  other  volunteers  they  met  while  in  Reynosa. 


University  UMC  -  Baton  Rouge 


More  than  1 00  children  participated 
in  University  United  Methodist 
Church’s  Vacation  Bible  School,  held 
the  week  of  July  23  in  Baton  Rouge. 
The  photo,  taken  in  the  sanctuary, 
shows  participants  and  teachers  at  the 
“SonForce  Kids”  program.  Mission 


projects  during  the  week  raised  money 
for  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
“Nothing  But  Nets”  malaria-prevention 
program.  The  children  and  members  of 
the  church’s  congregation  raised  more 
than  $  1 , 1 00  to  purchase  and  deliver 
mosquito  nets  to  families  in  Africa. 


Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church  dedicated  and  consecrated  a  new  sanctuary,  pic¬ 
tured  top,  on  March  25.The  building  replaces  the  old  sanctuary,  which  burned  the  day 
after  Christmas  in  2004.  One  of  two  "This  Holy  Mystery"  workshops  was  hosted  at 
Jonesboro  UMC  on  Aug.  1 8.  Sixty  six  attendants,  bottom,  attended  the  event. 

Jonesboro  UMC 


Jonesboro  United  Methodist  Church 
dedicated  and  consecrated  a  new  sanctuary 
on  March  25.  The  building  replaces  the  old 
sanctuary,  which  burned  the  day  after 
Christmas  in  2004. 

“Letty  (Strawbridge)  and  1  were 
appointed  to  the  church  in  June  of  2005. 
The  first  task  at  hand  was  to  address  the 
rebuilding  of  the  sanctuary,”  said  Co-pastor 
Rev.  Bill  Strawbridge,  who  added  that  the 
congregation  worshipped  in  the  Fellowship 
Hall  until  the  new  structure  was  completed. 

The  church,  which  has  a  large  chancel 
area  and  a  choir  loft,  seats  160  comfort¬ 


ably.  “We  also  installed  a  wonderful  power 
point  system,  which  projects  onto  the  wall 
of  the  church,”  said  Bill. 

The  apex  of  the  cross  that  stood  on  the 
communion  table  in  the  destroyed  sanctu¬ 
ary  was  retrieved  and  has  been  framed  in  a 
shadow  box  and  hung  in  the  new  church 
narthex. 

One  of  two  “This  Holy  Mystery”  work¬ 
shops,  focusing  on  the  sacrament  of  Holy 
Communion,  was  hosted  at  Jonesboro 
UMC  on  Aug.  1 8.  Sixty  six  people  were  in 
attendance  at  the  event,  led  by  Provost  Don 
Cottrill  and  Rev.  Juan  Huertas. 


Takin'  It  to  the  Streets-  Abbeville,  La. 


Danny  Dubose,  Jennifer  Blanchard,  Gretchen  Cheshire,  Kyle  McDonald,  and  foreground, 
Maura  Foret,  all  from  Covenant  UMC  in  Lafayette, La.,  volunteered  during  Takin'  It  to  the 
Streets  in  Abbeville. The  event  was  held  Aug.  17-18,  serving  survivors  of  Hurricane  Rita. 
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Childers  places  in  general  church  essay  contest 


Revs.  Freddie  Henderson,  Joseph  Awotwi,  Bertrand  Griffin  and  James  Haynes  led  the 
recent  worship  service  celebrating  the  1 1 8th  anniversary  of  St.  Mark  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge.  Members  of  the  Cherubim  Choir  prepare  to  sing  during  the  service.  Rev. 
Henderson  delivered  the  message,  challenging  those  present  to  not  only  worship  God  in 
church,  but  to  go  out  into  the  world  to  serve  God,  making  disciples  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

St.  Mark  UMC  Baton  Rouge  celebrates  118  years 


Celeste  Latrice 
Childers  of  New 
Orleans  was  recently 
awarded  second  place 
for  the  Seventh  Bi- 
Annual  Essay  Contest 
for  United  Methodist 
Youth  sponsored  by 
The  United  Methodist 
Church. 

Thirteen-year-old 
Celeste,  who  attends 
Bethany  United  Methodist  Church,  is  a  stu¬ 
dent  at  Belle  Chasse  Academy  at  Naval  Air 
Station,  Joint  Reserve  Base  in  Belle 
Chasse.  Childers  competed  in  the  Junior 
High  Division  of  the  Independent 

Disc  Golf/  from  page  7 
ber.  “My  son  Jamie  and  I  were  looking  for 
a  good  place  to  practice  throwing  and 
would  go  to  the  back  grassy  lot  of  the 
church  and  throw,  even  picking  objects  to 
throw  at  for  competition.  Then  I  thought 
that  maybe  we  had  enough  room  to  set  up 
a  small  course  but  had  no  idea  how  to 
design  it.” 

Davidson  contacted  Michael  Maher,  a 
college-aged  member  of  Broadmoor  and 
disc  golfer  who  has  played  courses  all  over 
the  South. 

“Disc  golf  is  a  great  all-around  sport,” 
said  Maher,  who  has  played  for  four  years. 
“It  is  very  laid  back  and  fun.  Almost  every¬ 
one  has  previous  experience  playing 
because  we  have  all  thrown  a  Frisbee  at 
some  point  in  our  lives.  It  is  not  extremely 
physically  demanding  so  all  ages  can  play, 
but  at  the  same  time  it’s  a  great  source  for 
exercise  and  outdoor  activity.” 

After  Davidson  approached  him  about 
the  idea,  Maher  was  thrilled. 

“I  was  really  excited  to  be  a  part  of  the 
project,”  he  said.  “Over  the  next  several 
months  I  slowly  played  with  the  design 
until  we  came  up  with  the  final  layout,” 
which  came  after  nine  revisions.  Maher 
and  Davidson  played  the  imaginary  course 
repeatedly  with  others  before  finalizing  the 
design  and  bringing  the  proposal  before  the 
Board  of  Trustees. 

“They  put  a  lot  of  trust  in  us  and  were 
excited  about  it.  We  received  a  unanimous 


Committee  on  Alcohol  and  Drugs  for  the 
United  Methodist  Church. 

The  topic  of  the  essay  was  “Who  is  hurt 
when  people  use  alcohol?”  Childers 
received  a  letter  of  congratulations  and  a 
check  for  $250. 

Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  pastor  of 
Bethany  UMC,  said,  “I  extend  my  con¬ 
gratulations,  and  ‘well  done’  to  Celeste. 
Her  Christian  values  about  family  and  the 
effects  of  alcohol  are  evident,  and  I  will 
arrange  for  her  to  read  her  award-  win¬ 
ning  essay  during  worship  service.” 

Celeste  is  the  youngest  daughter  of  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Anthony  D.  Childers  of  Algiers, 
who  are  members  of  Bethany  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Ponchartrain  Park. 

vote  and  were  given  the  go  ahead,”  said 
Maher. 

After  some  number  crunching  and  a 
generous  discount  on  the  baskets,  the  cost 
to  complete  the  course  was  approximately 
$3,000,  which  was  paid  by  the  Youth 
Ministries  department. 

“We’ve  got  a  large  group  of  our  youth 
who  absolutely  love  this  game,”  said  Kelly 
Roberts,  Director  of  Youth  Ministries. 
“Providing  another  course  for  our  youth,  as 
well  as  other  people  in  the  area  is  a  great 
way  to  serve  our  congregation  and  commu¬ 
nity,  and  bring  new  life  to  our  church.” 

The  word  is  spreading  quickly  among  disc 
golfers.  “All  the  advanced  players  I  have 
spoken  with  are  ecstatic  about  the  new 
course.  In  fact.  Will  Timmons,  a  Pro 
Master  and  tournament  organizer,  donated 
26  discs  to  the  church  for  a  new  disc  loan 
program  for  those  learning  to  play,”  said 
Davidson. 

Maher  agrees.  “I  have  met  people  not 
only  from  Baton  Rouge  excited  about  this 
course  being  available  but  also  from  all 
over  Louisiana  and  even  people  from 
Texas  and  Mississippi,”  he  said. 

“This  course  speaks  loudly  and  touches 
more  people  than  I  believe  our  church  even 
realized  it  would.  Em  not  saying  this 
course  will  change  the  world  but  I  know  it 
has  changed  some  people’s  view  about 
how  churches  are  reaching  out  to  the  com¬ 
munity.” 

It  just  seemed  like  a  good  idea. 


St.  Mark  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge  celebrated  1 1 8  years  of  min¬ 
istry  on  Aug.  18- 19  with  the  theme 
“Making  Disciples;  Remembering  the  Past; 
Profiling  the  Future.” 

The  festivities  began  on  Saturday  with  a 
family  picnic.  Members  and  friends  of  St. 
Mark  gathered  on  the  grounds  of  the 
church  to  fellowship  with  each  other  and  to 
enjoy  Gospel  and  spiritual  music  played  by 
Kerwin  Fealing.  Revolution,  a  step  group 
under  the  direction  of  Kelvin  Fealing, 
energized  the  group  as  they  enjoyed  a  BBQ 
meal. 

Rev.  James  F.  Haynes,  former  pastor  of 
St.  Mark  UMC,  served  as  liturgist  for  the 
Sunday  morning  worship  service.  During 
the  processional,  banners  and  beautiful 
arrays  of  other  signs  of  celebration  were 
carried  into  the  sanctuary  commemorating 
the  church’s  anniversary. 

An  overflow  crowd  sang 
"Remembering  By  Name,”  during  which 
member  after  member  stood  up  to  remem¬ 
ber  those  who  have  played  an  important 
role  in  the  life  of  the  church  who  have 
gone  on  to  be  with  the  Lord. 

Soloist  Ronald  Thomas  led  the  anthem, 
“I  Want  Jesus  to  Walk  with  Me.”  The  con¬ 


gregation  reflected  on  the  past,  in  a  speech 
given  by  George  Cooper;  the  present,  pre¬ 
sented  by  Toni  Sanders-Butler;  and  the 
future,  as  seen  by  Niikow  Ennin.  Special 
music  was  performed  by  our  children’s 
Cherubim  Choir,  under  the  direction  of 
Marian  Griffin. 

Rev.  Freddie  Henderson  delivered  the 
message,  challenging  those  present  to  not 
only  worship  God  in  church,  but  to  go  out 
into  the  world  to  serve  God,  making  disci¬ 
ples  in  the  name  of  Jesus. 

Liturgical  dancers,  under  the  direction 
of  Dollene  Sims,  concluded  the  service 
dancing  to  “Can't  Give  Up  Now.” 

Those  who  served  on  the  anniversary 
steering  committee  or  played  special  roles 
in  event  planning  include  Allen  Martin, 
chairperson,  Ethel  Vicks,  co-chairperson, 
Carrie  Martin,  secretary,  Joyce  F.  Banks, 
Mildred  Bowie,  George  Cooper,  Ernest  T. 
Foster,  Eleanor  Miles,  Dollene  Sims,  Mary 
Taylor,  Youlanda  Thomas,  Doris 
Thompson,  Trudy  Bell-Wickham,  Rev. 
Joseph  Awotwi,  Dollene  Sims,  Ethel  Blaze, 
Vinnie  Davis,  John  McGee,  George 
Cooper,  Mary  Taylor,  Joyce  Banks,  Carrie 
Martin,  Darryl  Bell  and  Wilbert  Joseph. 


Members  of  Broadmoor  UMC's  youth  group  enjoy  a  game  of  disc  golf  on  the  church's 
nine-hold  course  in  Baton  Rouge. The  course,  built  on  church  property,  is  enjoyed  by 
church  members  and  also  serves  as  an  excellent  outreach  to  the  community. 


Celeste  Childers 
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HOPE  Ministries  serves  the  impoverished 


Yvette  Newell,  manager  of  HOPE  Ministries'  Client  Choice  Food  Pantry,  checks  in  362 
pounds  of  food  from  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge.The  pantry 
relies  on  donations  from  local  churches  to  keep  its  shelves  stocked  with  food  items. 


Thanks,  in  part,  to  United  Methodist 
HOPE  Ministries’  Family  Mentoring 
Program,  one  Baton  Rouge  family  will 
soon  be  completely  debt  free  and  has 
recently  opened  a  home-based  child  care 
business.  Another  family  has  realized  its 
dream  of  home  ownership,  having  been 
approved  for  a  Habitat  for  Humanity  house 
that  will  be  built  in  October.  Stories  like 
these  are  how  HOPE  measures  its  success. 
United  Methodist  HOPE  Ministries  was 
established  in  June  2003  by  a  combination 
of  the  former  United  Methodist  Mission 
Center  and  Friends  of  Families.  Prior  to 
that,  the  Mission  Center  operated  out  of  a 
former  United  Methodist  Church  at  4643 
Winboume  Avenue  for  1 1  years,  and 
Friends  of  Families  operated  out  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  since  its  found¬ 
ing  in  1988.  Now,  all  HOPE  operations  are 
housed  at  the  Winboume  Avenue  facility  in 
North  Baton  Rouge.  In  its  fourth  year  serv¬ 
ing  the  Baton  Rouge  area,  HOPE  is  trans¬ 
forming  lives  with  innovative  programs 
that  help  the  people  it  serves  move  toward 
self-sufficiency  with  dignity. 

HOPE’S  unique  Family  Mentoring 
Program  offers  families  who  are  at  risk  for 
homelessness  the  tools  they  need  to 
achieve  financial,  family  and  housing  sta¬ 
bility.  Volunteer  family  mentor  teams  help 
client  families  make  wise  decisions,  cope 
with  challenging  circumstances  and  solve 
problems  using  community  resources.  In 
exchange,  clients  agree  to  be  accountable 
for  actively  working  to  achieve  their  indi¬ 
vidual  goals.  So  far  this  year,  HOPE  has 
helped  1 1  families  become  self-sufficient 
and  plans  to  graduate  another  1 0  to  15 
families  by  the  end  of  2007.  Many  more 
families  in  the  surrounding  community 
need  guidance,  advice  and  advocacy  so 


they  can  also  reach  similar  goals. 

One  of  HOPE’S  newest  and  most  excit¬ 
ing  program  is  a  1 5-session  workshop 
series  called  Getting  Ahead  in  a  Just- 
Gettin’-By  World.  This  program,  intro¬ 
duced  by  the  Baton  Rouge  Area  Chamber 
in  2006,  helps  families  identify  and  address 
the  underlying  causes  of  poverty.  HOPE 
was  the  first  organization  in  Baton  Rouge 
to  offer  this  program  and  is  working  with 
various  partner  agencies  to  make  it  avail¬ 
able  throughout  the  community. 

HOPE’S  Client  Choice  Food  Pantry  is  a 
pilot  project  of  the  Greater  Baton  Rouge 
Food  Bank  and  provides  a  grocery  store 
setting  where  clients  can  select  groceries 
that  meet  their  individual  needs.  Last  year, 
HOPE  provided  nearly  200,000  pounds  of 
food  to  approximately  1 6,000  individuals. 

During  Holidays  for  HOPE,  clients  are 
provided  with  holiday  meal  ingredients  - 
turkey  and  all  the  fixings  -  for  either 
Thanksgiving  or  Christmas.  They  are  also 
invited  to  shop  for  Christmas  gifts  for  chil¬ 
dren  in  HOPE’S  Christmas  Place.  In  all  its 
programs,  HOPE  strives  to  provide  a  digni¬ 
fied  experience  for  its  clients  and  offer 
them  choices  so  that  the  services  they 
receive  truly  address  their  individual  needs. 

For  more  information  on  any  of 
HOPE’S  programs  and  services  or  to  find 
out  how  to  become  a  volunteer,  please  visit 
the  website  at  www.hopeministriesbr.org  or 
call  (225)  355-0702.  HOPE  Ministries’ 
first  Annual  Giving  Campaign  is  underway. 
More  information  is  available  on  the  web¬ 
site,  or  by  contacting  Kelli  Rogers, 

Director  of  Development,  by  phone  or 
email  at  krogers@hopeministriesbr.org 

“Find  our  how  your  financial  support 
can  open  doors  for  people  living  in  pover¬ 
ty,”  said  Rogers. 


Tampico  team  works  in  Lake  Charles 


A  team  of  1 1  people  from  Tampico, 
Mexico  recently  worked  on  a  house  in 
Moss  Bluff,  La.  that  had  been  damaged  by 
Hurricane  Rita  in  2005.  The  team  included 
a  translator  as  no  one  on  the  team  spoke 
English.  John  “Chop”  Bergstedt,  who  led  a 
LAVIM  team  to  Tampico  in  March  of  this 
year,  served  as  team  host  and  leader.  The 


group  from  Mexico  was  housed  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Lake  Charles. 
Their  trip  to  the  United  States  included  par¬ 
ticipation  in  fellowship  activities  as  well  as 
working  on  mission  projects  both  in  Lake 
Charles  and  in  Houston  at  a  predominantly 
Hispanic  church. 


Luncheon  funds  Bayou  Blue  UMC  VBS 


Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church 
held  a  luncheon  on  July  21  as  a  fund  raiser 
for  this  summer’s  Vacation  Bible  School. 
Approximately  80  ladies  were  served  on 
beautifully  decorated  tables  and  enjoyed 


delicious  finger  foods.  VBS  began  on  the 
evening  of  July  23  with  approximately  65 
children  in  attendance.  They  were  served  a 
warm  meal  each  evening,  and  enjoyed 
crafts  and  Bible  lessons. 


Student  hikes  for  hurricane  relief 


JACKSON,  Miss.  (UMNS)— When 
Ben  Poor  told  his  parents  he  wanted  to  go 
for  a  walk  this  summer,  he  wasn’t  talking 
about  a  stroll  around  the  block  or  a  quick 
power  walk.  Poor  took  a  loooooong  walk. 
Like  850  miles.  The  20-year-old  United 
Methodist  walked  from  his  hometown  of 
New  Palestine,  Ind.,  to  New  Orleans  to 
raise  money  for  Hurricane  Katrina  relief. 
He  left  New  Palestine,  near  Indianapolis, 
on  June  26  and  reached  New  Orleans  on 
Aug.  9.  As  of  mid-August,  Poor's  pilgrim¬ 


age  to  New  Orleans  had  raised  $10,830. 
Along  the  way,  Poor  relied  on  the  kindness 
of  others  for  places  to  stay  and  many  of  his 
meals.  He  often  contacted  United 
Methodist  churches  for  assistance.  "The 
church  is  united,"  said  Poor,  a  student  at 
Ball  State  University.  "Everybody  is  con¬ 
nected.  They  really  helped  me  out.  If  peo¬ 
ple  helping  me  couldn’t  contact  another 
Methodist  church,  they  called  Baptists  or 
Catholics.  It’s  all  about  God.  It’s  unbeliev¬ 
able  how  he  has  taken  me  on  this  walk." 
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United  Methodists  help  lead  hurricane  response  Senior  Adults  to  gather  at  Mount  Sequoyah 


NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)— - United 
Methodists  have  helped  more  than  60,000 
people  rebuild  25,000  homes  in  the  Gulf 
Coast  in  the  two  years  since  Hurricane 
Katrina  headlined  one  of  the  most  active 
hurricane  seasons  in  recorded  history.  A 
new  report  issued  by  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  shows  the  church  has 
taken  a  leading  role  in  repairing  and  restor¬ 
ing  broken  homes  and  assisting  those  who 
lost  everything  in  the  storms.  UMCOR  also 
manages  the  national  case  management 
consortium  sponsored  by  the  U.S. 
Department  of  Homeland  Security's 
Federal  Emergency  Management  Agency. 
As  of  mid- August,  more  than  1 64,000  indi¬ 


viduals  had  received  services  from  Katrina 
Aid  Today. 

Meanwhile,  a  recent  USA  Today  analy¬ 
sis  comparing  recovery  work  by  faith- 
based  groups  reported  that  UMCOR's 
home  improvement  efforts  outpaced  other 
religious  charities  working  in  region.  The 
article  reported  that  56,656  United 
Methodist  volunteers  have  provided  servic¬ 
es  on  15,643  of  the  total  53,226  homes 
improved.  United  Methodists  represented 
the  third  largest  contingent  of  volunteer 
workers  in  the  region,  according  to  the 
analysis. 


Senior  Adults  from  around  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction  will  gather  at  Mount 
Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat  Center 
in  October  for  the  annual  retreat  Leaves  of 
Gold.  Leaves  of  Gold  is  a  jurisdictional 
retreat  that  gives  senior  adults  the  opportu¬ 
nity  for  worship,  learning,  spiritual  renew¬ 
al,  fellowship  and  fun.  This  conference 
offers  various  workshops  on  today’s  envi¬ 
ronmental  issues,  ministry  opportunities, 
hobbies,  music,  recreation  and  aging 
issues.  Off  campus  outings  offered  this 
year  are  a  fall  train  ride  and  a  tour  of  a  his¬ 
toric  house  museum. 

Session  1,  slated  for  Oct.  15-18,  features 
Rev.  David  Lux  preaching  and  Alicia 


Opoku  as  Worship  Leader.  Both  are  from 
St.  Paul  UMC  in  Lincoln,  Neb.  Rev.  David 
Hawkins,  Greenland  UMC,  will  serve  as 
Bible  Study  Leader. 

Session  2,  slated  for  Oct.  22-25,  features 
Dr.  Robert  E.  Long  preaching,  from  St. 
Luke’s  UMC,  Oklahoma  City;  Rev. 

Charles  Horton,  Lawton  District 
Superintendent,  Bible  Study  Leader;  and 
Rev.  Edna  Morgan,  Pine  Bluff,  Worship 
Leader. 

For  more  information  and  a  registration 
form  please  check  the  website  at 
www.mountsequoyah.org,  or  call  (800) 
760-8126. 


The  transgender  issue  appears  on  the  Judicial  Council's  fall  docket 


BY  NEILL  CALDWELL 

The  United  Methodist  Church’s  top 
judicial  authority  will  again  be  considering 
questions  about  sexuality  —  including  the 
case  of  a  pastor  who  switched  gender  from 
female  to  male  —  when  it  tackles  a  full 
docket  at  its  fall  meeting. 

The  Judicial  Council,  the  top  court  for 
The  United  Methodist  Church,  is  scheduled 
to  meet  Oct.  24-27  in  San  Francisco. 

At  this  year’s  Baltimore- Washington 
Annual  Conference  in  late  May,  Bishop 
John  R.  Schol  reappointed  the  Rev.  Drew 
Phoenix  as  pastor  of  St.  John’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baltimore.  Phoenix, 
48,  had  been  minister  at  St.  John’s  for  five 
years  as  the  Rev.  Ann  Gordon.  After  sur¬ 
gery  and  hormone  therapy  in  the  past  year, 
the  pastor  changed  his  gender  to  male  and 
adopted  a  new  name. 

“My  transition  to  live  fully  as  the  male  I 
know  myself  to  be  is  very  personal  and 
deeply  spiritual,”  Phoenix  told  the  annual 
conference.  “As  I  continue  to  transition,  to 
fully  claim  myself  as  a  male,  I  find  myself 
coming  home  to  the  child  God  created  me 
to  be.  I  find  myself  joyful,  whole,  and 
peaceful.  And  I  find  myself  even  more 
effective  as  a  pastor.” 


Though  the  United  Methodist  Church 
bars  self-avowed  practicing  gay  clergy 
from  appointment  and  does  not  support  gay 
unions,  the  Book  of  Discipline  says  nothing 
about  transgender  clergy. 

During  discussion  around  Phoenix  in 
the  Baltimore-Washington  executive  clergy 
session,  two  requests  were  made  for  the 
bishop’s  decision  of  law.  The  first  asked 
whether  a  name  change  based  on  a  change 
of  gender  identity  should  be  listed  in  a  cat¬ 
egory  which  requires  no  discussion  or 
approval,  or  whether  it  should  be  placed 
under  another  disciplinary  area  that 
requires  consent  and  recommendation  by 
the  conference  Board  of  Ordained  Ministry. 
The  second  asked  whether  transgender  per¬ 
sons  are  eligible  for  appointment  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  his  ruling,  Bishop  Schol  wrote  that 
“There  are  no  paragraphs  in  the  2004  Book 
of  Discipline  that  prevent  transgender  cler¬ 
gy  from  serving  in  an  appointment.” 

Both  of  these  questions  are  docket  items 
for  the  council’s  fall  meeting.  The  Judicial 
Council  automatically  reviews  all  bishops’ 
decisions  of  law,  as  is  required  by  the  Book 
of  Discipline. 

Three  resolutions  from  the  Northern 
Illinois  Annual  Conference  that  deal  with 


the  openness  of  the  church  to  all  people  are 
also  on  the  fall  docket.  The  resolutions  — 
“Affirming  All  Families,”  “Conference 
Affirming  Article  IV  of  the  Constitution  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church”  and 
"Affirming  Inclusiveness  of  the  Church 
Concerning  Membership  and  Participation 
in  Accord  with  the  Constitution  of  The 
United  Methodist  Church”  —  all  address 
inclusiveness.  One  states  a  desire  to  “make 
it  clear  that  the  definition  of  ‘status’  in 
Article  IV  of  the  church’s  constitution 
includes  heterosexual,  homosexual,  bisexu¬ 
al  and  transgender  status  of  single  persons 
and  persons  who  avow  they  are  in  commit¬ 
ted,  loving  relationships.” 

The  paragraph  in  the  denomination’s 
constitution  deals  with  the  idea  that  all  peo¬ 
ple  “are  of  sacred  worth”  and  are  fully  eli¬ 
gible  for  participation  and  membership  in 
The  United  Methodist  Church. 

The  Judicial  Council  will  review  the 
Minnesota  Annual  Conference’s  approval 
of  adding  domestic  partners  of  lay  people 
to  the  conference’s  health  insurance  plan. 
(Asked  to  rule  on  a  similar  plan  for  the 
West  Michigan  Annual  Conference,  the 
council  in  Decision  1030  simply  stated  that 
each  conference  has  the  responsibility  to 
make  sure  no  church  funds  are  being  used 


to  promote  homosexuality  as  stated  in 
Paragraph  612.19  of  the  Book  of 
Discipline.) 

Two  annual  conferences  —  Western 
North  Carolina  and  Pacific-Northwest  — 
have  bishop’s  decisions  of  law  questions 
related  to  Paragraph  612.19  in  the 
Discipline,  which  forbids  annual  confer¬ 
ences  from  giving  church  funds  to  “pro¬ 
mote  the  acceptance  of  homosexuality.” 

Other  items  on  the  fall  docket  relate  to 
more  traditional  issues  within  the  church 
including: 

A  question  from  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  of  the  2004  Southeastern 
Jurisdictional  Conference  on  the  allocation 
of  membership  on  general  boards  and 
agencies  of  the  denomination  by  the  secre¬ 
tary  of  the  General  Conference; 

A  request  from  the  Memphis  Annual 
Conference  as  to  whether  or  not  candidates 
for  election  as  delegates  to  general  and 
jurisdictional  conference  can  be  compelled 
to  disclose  their  views  on  issues; 

A  question  from  the  Memphis  Annual 
Conference  in  regard  to  a  conference  poli¬ 
cy  entitled  “Identifying  and  Strengthening 
Effective  Clergy  Leadership;” 
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Centenary  in  Newsweek's  top  25  'Hottest'  colleges 


In  its  College  Guide  ‘08, 
Newsweek/MSNBC  ranks  Centenary  as 
one  of  the  Hottest  25  Schools  in 
America,  calling  Centenary  the  “Hottest 
Liberal  Arts  School  You’ve  Never  Heard 
Of.”  They  go  on  to  say  that  we’re  a  rare 
combination  of  academic  innovation, 
w  ith  students  creating  their  own  majors, 
and  big-time  sports  (except  football). 

The  college  also  has  a  solid  reputation  in 
various  professions,  from  performing 
arts  to  geology.Newsweek’s  ranking 
places  us  in  fine  company  along  with 
schools  like  Princeton,  Harvard  and  22 
other  great  colleges  across  the  nation. 

Centenary  President  Kenneth  L. 
Schwab  said,  "It's  a  thrill  for  Centenary 
to  be  named  as  one  of  the  nation's 
hottest  colleges.  Our  Methodist  heritage 
is  part  of  what  makes  us  the  fine  liberal 
arts  college  that  we  are.  I  believe  this 
accolade  will  create  a  national  reputation 
for  Centenary  as  the  college  of  choice 
for  students  who  want  a  liberal  arts  edu¬ 
cation  in  the  Methodist  tradition." 

NBC's  Today  Show  also  covered  the 
story,  choosing  Centenary  as  one  of  sev¬ 


eral  'hot'  schools  to  talk  about  on  air. 
Interested  persons  can  watch  their  video 
coverage  in  one  of  two  ways: 

MSN  Video  —  they'll  show  a  com¬ 
mercial  first,  so  it'll  take  a  few  moments 
to  get  to  the  actual  Today  Show  seg¬ 
ment. 

Or,  watch  the  video  directly  from 
Centenary’s  website,  available  to  current 
Centenary  faculty,  staff,  and  students. 


Foundation  Elects  New  Board  Member 

Dr.  Donald  R.  Avery,  senior  pastor  of 

First  United  Methodist  Church  in 


Natchitoches,  has  been  elected  to  the  Board 
of  Trustees  of  the  United  Methodist 
Foundation  of  Louisiana.  His  two-year 
term  began  when  his  election  was  ratified 
at  the  United  Methodist  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  June. 

Dr.  Avery  earned  a  B.A.  degree  in  1968 
from  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans 
and  a  Master  of  Theology  degree  in  1971 
from  Boston  University  School  of 
Theology. 

During  his  pastoral  career,  he  has 
served  as  District  Superintendent  of  the 
Alexandria  District  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  and  as  pastor  of  several  other 
United  Methodist  churches  in  Louisiana.  In 
1976,  Dr.  Avery  graduated  from  Southern 
University  School  of  Law  with  honors  and 
began  a  distinct  and  varied  career  in  law. 
He  returned  to  full  time  ministry  in 
1992.The  current  Board  of  Trustees  was 
pleased  with  the  election.  Rob  Fairly, 
President  of  the  Foundation,  said,  “We 
look  forward  to  Don’s  presence  on  the 
Board.  His  background  and  experience 
within  the  Conference  and  the  business 
arena  will  be  quite  an  asset.” 
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Rev.  Donald  R.  Avery 

Located  in  Baton  Rouge,  the  United 
Methodist  Foundation  of  Louisiana  was 
founded  in  1975  and  serves  United 
Methodist  churches,  institutions  and  indi¬ 
viduals  within  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  providing  financial  manage¬ 
ment,  consultation  and  education,  loans 
and  grants.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  United 
Methodist  foundations,  with  over  $128 
million  in  assets. 


Katrina-Rita  golf 
scramble  set  for  Oct.  1 

The  devastating  hurricanes  of  2005 
wreaked  havoc  and  destruction  to  much  of 
the  Louisiana  Gulf  Coast.  The  recovery 
efforts  are  well  under  way  and  you  can  be 
a  part  of  the  solution!  The  Katrina-Rita 
Benefit  Golf  Scramble  is  slated  for 
Monday,  Oct.  1 ,  2007  at  The  Bluffs  on 
Thompson  Creek  in  St.  Francisville,  La. 

All  proceeds  from  this  tournament  will  go 
toward  The  Louisiana  Bishop’s  Appeal  for 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Platinum 
Sponsors  will  receive  admission  for  a  four 
person  team  and  an  additional  four  rounds 
of  golf  at  The  Bluffs  for  $2,000.  Gold 
Sponsors  will  receive  admission  for  a  four- 
person  team,  along  with  four  $50  gift  cer¬ 
tificates  to  The  Bluffs  Pro  Shop,  for 
$1,000.  Silver  Sponsors  contribute  $750, 
and  sponsoring  a  four-person  scramble 
team  costs  $500.  Registration  deadline  is 
Sept.  24th.  For  more  information,  contact 
Rev.  Danny  Gleason  at  (225)  635-3763, 
email  dannygleason@bellsouth.net  or  Rev. 
Michi  Head  at  (318)  396-6114, 
therevhead@aol  .com 


September  is 
Open  House  Month 
for  The  United  Methodist 
Church 

Invite  a  friend  to  Church 
Greet  someone  you  ha  ve 
never  met  before 
Keep 

Open  Hearts ,  Open 
Minds :  and  Open  Doors 


AGE 

Has  Its  Privileges! 

■  Get  Cheap  Movie  Tickets 

■  Retire  from  Your  Job 

■  Earn  More  Income  on 
Charitable  Gift  Annuities! 

A  charitable  gift  annuity  provides  you 
with  fixed  income  for  life,  tax  benefits, 
and  a  way  to  leave  a  lasting  gift  to  your 
church. 

The  annuity  rate  is  based  on  age,  so  the 
older  you  are  when  the  gift  is  established, 
the  higher  your  rate  of  income! 

Age  does  have  its  privileges! 


For  more  information  on  charitable  gift  annuities, 
please  contact  us  or  visit  our  web  site. 


UNITED  METHOD*  ST 

FOUNDATION 
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www.umfgiving.org 
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Conference  churches  receive  grants  from  UMCOM 


First  United  Methodist  Church  of 
Hammond  and  First  UMC  of  Gonzales 
received  matching  grants  from  United 
Methodist  Communications  for  advertising 
campaigns  that  ran  simultaneously  with  the 
national  Igniting  Ministry  Back-to-School 
media  buy  on  cable  television  from  Sept.3- 
16. 


First  UMC,  Hammond  received  over 
$10,000  in  matching  funds  for  local  televi¬ 
sion,  radio,  cinema,  and  outdoor  billboard 
advertisements.  The  media  buy  placed  by 
the  church  totaled  $20,147. 

An  outdoor  advertising  campaign,  total¬ 
ing  $3,600,  was  utilized  by  First  UMC  in 
Gonzales. 


Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  has 
received  approval  for  a  request  for  almost 
$20,000  for  an  Advent  television  campaign 
as  well  as  an  LED  sign.  The  television  buy, 
is  $9,539,  and  the  cost  of  the  LED  sign  is 
$30,215. 

See  Igniting  Ministry,  page s 


Laissez  L'esprit  Roulet 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  dances  to  "When  the  Saints  Come  Marching  In"  at  the  United  Methodist  Katrina  Summit  in  New 
Orleans. The  Sept.  6-7  event  celebrated  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita  relief  workers  and  encouraged  continued  support  to  rebuild 
ministries  in  the  Gulf  Coast.  Top  right.  Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  outlines  the 
financial  needs  that  still  exist  in  churches  that  were  severely  damaged  by  the  two  storms.  A  sign  stands  outside  Hartzell  United 
Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans'  badly  damaged  Lower  Ninth  Ward.  Summit  participants  visited  the  church,  as  well  as  others, 
during  a  Thursday  afternoon  bus  tour.  UMNS  photos  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 

Gulf  Coast  thanks,  celebrates  hurricane  volunteers 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

NEW  ORLEANS  (UMNS)-United 
Methodist  volunteers  from  across  the 
United  States  were  welcomed,  thanked 
and  challenged  to  keep  coming  to  the 
Gulf  Coast  during  a  Katrina  Summit  to 
honor  the  work  and  workers  of  the  past 
two  years. 

“It  is  a  miracle  what  you  have  done,” 
said  Bishop  William  B.  Oden,  chairman 
of  the  Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal. 

More  than  63,000  United  Methodist 


volunteers  from  42  states,  two  foreign 
countries  and  60  annual  (regional)  con¬ 
ferences  have  come  to  the  aid  of  the  Gulf 
Coast  since  Hurricane  Katrina  stormed 
ashore  on  Aug.  29,  2005. 

The  Sept.  6-7  summit  was  organized 
to  thank  and  recmit  more  volunteers,  find 
new  church  partnerships  and  encourage 
more  donations  to  the  Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal,  a  special  fund  estab¬ 
lished  by  the  United  Methodist  Council 
of  Bishops  to  help  rebuild  churches,  pay 


salaries  and  restore  other  ministries. 

Annual  conferences  from  Alaska  to 
Arkansas  sent  more  than  200  representa¬ 
tives  from  volunteer  mission  teams  to  the 
event  hosted  by  Gulf  Coast  bishops 
William  Hutchinson,  Louisiana;  Hope 
Morgan  Ward,  Mississippi  and  Larry  M. 
Goodpaster,  Alabama- West  Florida. 

The  summit  included  a  bus  tour  of 
three  restored  New  Orleans  churches,  a 
dinner  and  a  report  on  work  that  still 
See  Summit,  pages 
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Renewing  Hope  (St.)  in  New  Orleans 

"Takin' It  To  the  Streets,"  a  cooperative  initiative  between  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  and 
the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  was  held  Sept.  7-9  in  New  Orleans. 
A  total  of  273  volunteers  either  gutted  or  repaired  storm  damaged  houses  during  the 
two-day  event.  Among  the  work  teams  participating  was  a  group  of  La.  Annual 
Conference  Cabinet  members  led  by  Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Episcopal  leader  for 
the  Louisiana  area. The  team  worked  on  a  house  on  Hope  Street  that  had  not  been 
touched  since  Hurricane  Katrina  struck  the  city  in  August  of  2005.  Bishop  Hutchinson  is 
shown,  top,  going  through  and  discarding  household  items  that  were  destroyed  when 
the  house  flooded  after  the  levee  break.  Revs.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost,  Larry  Norman,  La. 
VIM  Director,  and  Ramonalynn  Bethley,  Alexandria  District  Superintendent,  carry  refuse 
to  the  street  for  pickup  by  the  city's  sanitation  department.  Below,  Bishop  Hutchinson 
looks  on  as  Revs.  Larry  Miller,  Baton  Rouge  District  Superintendent,  and  Ralph  Ford, 

New  Orleans  District  Superintendent,  use  a  piece  of  blue  tarp  to  haul  away  ruined  items 
from  the  inside  of  the  home.  A  previous  "Takin'  It  To  the  Streets"  event,  serving  the 
Abbeville,  La.  area,  was  held  Aug.  17-18.  Close  to  60  volunteers  repaired  houses  of  sur¬ 
vivors  of  Hurricane  Rita  during  the  building  blitz.  A  similar  event  serving  the  Lake 
Charles  area,  held  Aug.  25,  attracted  177  volunteers. 


Centennial  celebration  promotes  United  Methodist  Men 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  United 
Methodist  Men  will  mark  100  years  of 
men’s  ministry  in  2008  in  a  year-long  cele¬ 
bration  that  also  aims  to  grow  the  organiza¬ 
tion  as  it  works  to  move  more  men  into 
discipleship. 

Directors  of  the  Commission  on  United 
Methodist  Men,  which  met  Sept.  15-16, 
have  proposed  12  months  of  activities  for 
local  churches  to  celebrate  the  anniversary. 

Approximately  239,000  people  are  part 
of  United  Methodist  Men  in  the  United 
States  in  a  denomination  with  about  8  mil¬ 
lion  U.S.  members. 

“What  our  challenge  is  that,  in  the 
church,  we  got  nothing  but  volunteers,” 
said  the  Rev.  David  Adams,  top  staff  exec¬ 
utive  for  the  commission,  in  his  opening 
address  to  directors.  “But  God  calls  us  to 
go  into  the  world  and  to  make  what? 
Disciples.  . . .  We  have  got  to  step  up  and 
help  men  move  from  that  volunteer  stage 
into  the  discipleship  stage.” 

Adams  pointed  out  that  “when  men  are 
growing  in  Christ,  they  impact  the  whole 
church.” 

In  a  recent  commission  survey  of  men 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church,  respon¬ 
dents  cited  a  “lack  of  interest  in  religion” 
as  the  top  reason  the  church  does  not  reach 
more  young  men,  followed  by  “societal 
emphasis  on  individualism/materialism” 
and  “distrust  of  organized  religion.” 

The  centennial  celebration  will  allow 
United  Methodist  Men  to  showcase  its 
work  and  ministries  over  the  course  of  12 
months  and  demonstrate  its  impact  on  soci¬ 
ety. 

Each  month  of  2008  is  designated  with 
a  theme,  beginning  with  ethnic  and  human 
relations  in  January.  Activities  suggested 
for  that  month  include  recognition  of  the 
birthday  of  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
holding  a  joint  meeting  of  men’s  groups 
with  a  church  of  a  different  ethnicity. 
February’s  theme  is  scouting  and  youth¬ 
serving  agencies,  camping  and  mentoring. 
March  is  “Celebrating  Women  through 
their  Contributions  to  UMMen.” 

Every  local  church,  including  those 
without  chartered  United  Methodist  Men’s 


groups,  will  be  encouraged  to  join  in  the 
party. 

As  part  of  the  observance,  the  commis¬ 
sion  is  asking  members  of  United 
Methodist  Men  to  contribute  $  1 2  -  one  dol¬ 
lar  for  each  month  -  to  be  disbursed  at  the 
beginning  of  2009  to  the  various  ministries 
highlighted  throughout  the  celebration. 

A  long  heritage 

Men’s  ministry  has  been  a  part  of  the 
Methodist  heritage  since  Charles  and  John 
Wesley  established  holy  clubs  in  1729  at 
Oxford  University.  The  1908  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  meeting  in  Baltimore,  authorized 
the  creation  of  Methodist  Brotherhoods, 
making  men’s  ministry  a  part  of  the 
denominational  structure. 

One-hundred  years  later,  the  2008 
General  Conference  will  recognize  the 
anniversary  when  the  denomination’s  top 
legislative  body  meets  next  spring  in  Forth 
Worth,  Texas.  Every  General  Conference 
delegate  will  receive  a  commemorative 
pin.  A  video  presentation  will  be  sensitive 
to  both  the  Methodist  and  Evangelical 
United  Brethren  history  of  the  church,  as 
each  formed  a  men’s  ministry  around  the 
same  time. 

Part  of  the  commission’s  work  in 
strengthening  men’s  ministry  is  through  the 
creation  of  men’s  ministry  specialists. 
Adams  said  the  goal  is  to  have  one  special¬ 
ist  in  each  district  by  2012.  These  special¬ 
ists  will  be  trained  and  will  have  experi¬ 
ence  organizing  men’s  events.  They  will  be 
available  to  assist  other  church  leaders  in 
assessing,  equipping  and  motivating  for 
men’s  ministry. 

The  commission  provides  oversight  for 
all  men’s  and  scouting  ministries  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church. 

In  other  business,  its  directors  heard  a 
report  on  preparations  for  the  10th  national 
gathering  of  United  Methodist  Men  and 
adopted  the  theme  “FocUS  on  the  Cross.” 
The  event,  which  formerly  convened  at 
Purdue  University  in  Indiana,  will  be  held 
in  July  2009  in  Nashville.  The  commission 
hopes  to  build  in  activities  that  will  be  of 
interest  to  younger  men  and  youth. 
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Horseback  riding  is  a  recreational  activity  at  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  Ruston,  La.  Children  play  kickball  at  the  Ruston  facility,  which  became  the  temporary  home  to  36 
children  evacuated  from  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  New  Orleans  just  before  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  in  August  2005.  Most  have  since  returned  to  the  New  Orleans  shelter. 
United  Methodists  from  around  the  world  offered  money  and  prayers  for  the  children's  homes  following  Katrina.  One  $20  donation  came  from  the  children  at  Reeves  Memorial 
United  Methodist  Church  in  Monrovia,  Liberia,  in  West  Africa.  UMNS  photos  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 


Louisiana  children's  homes  give  thanks  for  support 


BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

Louisiana  children  scarred  by  a  "wicked 
society"  are  welcomed  and  raised  in  grace 
at  two  United  Methodist  children's  shelters. 

Hundreds  of  children  ages  10  to  17 
become  wards  of  the  state  each  year  and 
are  removed  from  their  homes  because  of 
life-threatening  situations.  If  they  are  lucky, 
they  find  a  safe  haven  in  the  shelters  in 
Ruston  or  New  Orleans. 

For  children  already  coping  with  a  life¬ 
time  of  trauma,  Hurricane  Katrina  was  an 
especially  hard  blow. 

"These  are  children  who  have  been 
impacted  by  the  horrors  of  a  wicked  socie¬ 
ty,"  said  Keith  Rhodes,  who  was  director 
of  the  Methodist  Children's  Home  in  New 
Orleans  when  Katrina  hit.  "Children  who 
have,  for  no  reason,  had  to  endure  more 
traumatic  stress  due  to  Hurricane  Katrina  ... 
children  that  are  in  need  of  support  and 
love." 

On  Aug.  28,  2005,  as  Katrina  was  pro¬ 
jected  to  land  soon,  36  children  and  a  half 
dozen  staff  members  from  the  New  Orleans 
children's  home  arrived  in  Ruston  prepared 
to  stay  "three  days  max,"  according  to 
Rhodes.  They  ended  up  living  there  for 
several  months. 

By  the  second  day  of  their  stay,  "reality 
began  setting  in  for  both  the  staff  and  the 
children,  but  mostly  for  the  children,"  said 
Rhodes.  "They  actually  began  to  change 
before  our  eyes  as  they  watched  the  news 
broadcasts.  These  children  had  minimal 
relationships  with  family,  and  what  family 
they  did  have  lived  in  the  hardest  hit  areas. 
The  reports  of  death  and  destruction  began 
to  take  their  toll  on  our  kids. 

"It  was  almost  as  if  a  cloud  of  sadness 
and  doom  had  just  passed  across  their 
hearts." 

Twelve-year-old  LeJon  remembers  the 
day  he  left  New  Orleans  in  vivid  detail. 

"They  told  us  to  get  all  of  our  stuff,"  he 
said.  "And  I  was  trying  to  get  all  the  rest  of 
my  stuff,  but  that's  when  the  bus  came. 

And  the  bus  drove  past  us  and  it  went  to 


the  front  and  they  said,  'Let's  go.'  And  the 
next  thing,  we  go  to  Baton  Rouge  and  they 
said  we  was  going  to  stay  there  and  go 
back  to  New  Orleans." 

LeJon  is  one  of  six  evacuees  who  are 
still  at  Ruston  as  the  two-year  anniversary 
of  Hurricane  Katrina  approaches.  He  is  sad 
he  has  lost  touch  with  friends  and  that  he 
didn't  get  to  gather  a  lot  of  his  "stuff 
before  leaving.  But  he  is  not  afraid  of 
another  storm  hitting. 

"All  I  have  to  do  is  pray  ...  and  I  just 
have  to  get  ready,"  he  said.  "...  If  I  have  to 
pack  my  clothes,  this  time  1  will  take 
everything." 

Alexander,  who  is  also  12,  misses 
"home"  as  well. 

"I  was  afraid  when  it  (Katrina)  hit. 

After,  I  was  afraid  and  before  I  was  afraid. 
So  I  was  kind  of  afraid  the  whole  time," 
said  the  soft-spoken  boy,  adding  that  leav¬ 
ing  New  Orleans  meant  that  "I  wouldn't  be 
able  to  see  my  mom  for  a  long  time." 

United  Methodists  from  around  the 
world  sent  money,  prayers  and  messages  of 
support  to  the  two  children's  homes.  One 
special  gift  came  from  African  children  at 
Reeves  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Monrovia,  Liberia. 

At  Reeves,  children  far  outnumber  the 
adults,  and  they  know  something  about 
loss.  Many  lost  their  parents  and  family 
during  Liberia's  14-year-old  civil  war  or 
from  another  enemy-AIDS.  Like  the  people 
in  New  Orleans  after  the  storm,  they  live 
without  electricity  and  running  water.  Their 
homes  have  been  wrecked  by  war. 

In  a  country  where  80  percent  of  the 
population  lives  below  the  poverty  line, 
these  children  offered  up  pennies  so  they 
could  donate  $20  to  "the  children  of 
Louisiana." 

Louisiana  United  Methodist  Bishop 
William  Hutchinson  received  the  money  a 
few  months  after  Katrina.  The  hand-written 
message  scrawled  on  the  edge  of  the  Sept. 
4,  2005,  church  bulletin  said,  "Donation  of 
U.S.  $20  from  the  children  of  Reeves 


Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  to  the 
children  of  Louisiana,  USA,  in  solidarity 
with  their  plight  in  the  wake  of  the  destruc¬ 
tion  of  Hurricane  Katrina." 

Hutchinson  presented  the  gift  to  both 
directors  of  the  children's  homes. 

"We  were  thrilled  when  the  bishop 
selected  us,  knowing  our  special  need," 
said  Terrel  DeVille,  president  and  CEO  of 
the  Ruston  ministry,  which  cares  for  106 
children.  The  gift  was  symbolic  from  chil¬ 
dren  also  in  desperate  need. 

"For  our  kids,  it's  a  daily  war,  surviving, 
you  know,  the  things  that  they've  had  to 
survive.  But  realizing  what  these  children 
over  there  have  gone  through  and  the  will¬ 
ingness  to  do  that,  that's  a  tremendous  wit¬ 
ness,  it  really  is,"  DeVille  said. 

Rhodes,  who  has  since  taken  another 
job  in  California,  recalls  that  he  was  moved 
to  tears  by  the  gift.  "...  That  touched  me  so 
that  that  $20,  in  my  opinion,  was  $2  mil¬ 
lion,"  he  said. 

The  children  were  overwhelmed  by  the 
support  they  received  from  strangers, 


according  to  Rhodes. 

"They  didn't  think  that  a  person  in  Texas 
or  Kentucky  or  Georgia  cared  anything 
about  them  or  what  happened  to  them. 

Their  lives  and  their  hearts  were  touched 
by  the  response  that  we  received  from  The 
United  Methodist  Church  during  this  cri¬ 
sis,"  he  said. 

The  New  Orleans  home  is  scheduled  to 
move  to  a  newer,  safer  facility  in  nearby 
Mandeville. 

At  Ruston,  Deville  and  his  staff  figure 
the  $20  from  the  Liberian  children  would 
be  worth  at  least  $  1 ,000  in  the  United 
States.  The  children  plan  to  raise  that 
amount  to  give  to  the  children  in  Liberia 
who  came  to  their  aid. 

Alexander  and  LeJon  have  a  special 
message  for  their  new  Liberian  friends. 

"Thank  you,  and  I  hope  that  you'll  have 
a  safe  life,"  said  Alexander. 

"It  was  nice  for  them,  of  them  to  do 
that,"  said  LeJon.  "I  hope  they  could  have  a 
blessed  life." 


Children's  home  announces  changes 


The  ministry  of  The  Methodist 
Home  for  Children  in  New  Orleans  is 
being  absorbed  by  Louisiana  United 
Methodist  Children  and  Family 
Services. 

Children  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans 
area  will  continue  to  receive  residential 
services  at  a  new  facility  located  in 
Mandeville,  hopefully  as  early  as  late 
October.  A  building  which  is  part  of 
the  Southwest  Louisiana  Hospital  com¬ 
plex  will  serve  as  the  new  venue  for  the 
New  Orleans  children’s  home. 

Currently  12  children  are  being 
served  at  the  New  Orleans  facility. 
Eventually,  22  children  will  be  in  care 
at  the  renovated  Mandeville  facility. 

As  part  of  the  La.  United  Methodist 


Children  and  Family  Services  System, 
the  Louisiana  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston  continues  to  serve  106 
children  in  its  residential  facility. 

Also,  a  donor-advised  gift  from  the 
Bill  Henning  family,  made  to  the 
United  Methodist  Foundation  of 
Louisiana,  is  making  possible  the  con¬ 
struction  of  another  residential  facility 
for  children  in  crisis  in  the  Lake 
Charles/Sulpher  area.  The  Louisiana 
Methodist  Children’s  Home  hopes  to 
announce  a  site  for  the  new  facility 
within  the  near  future. 

A  local  architect  is  currently  work¬ 
ing  on  a  design  for  the  facility  slated  for 
Southwest  Louisiana  that  will  house  24 
children,  12  boys  and  12  girls. 
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|  Marriage  Mentoring  | 


Training  Event 


with  Drs.  Les  &  Leslie  Parrott 

and  Dr.  Tim  Clinton 

Can  you  imagine  giving  an  inheritance  to 
another  couple  a  couple  not  related  to  you? 


As  a  marriage  mentor,  you  pour  your  wisdom 
into  another  couple  who  has  not  yet  traveled 
the  distance  you  have  in  your  own  marriage. 
You'll  impart  an  invaluable  gift  that  this 
couple  would  never  receive  on  their  own. 


Live  via  Satellite 

Saturday ,  October  6 ,  2007 


Join  US  for  this  certificate  training 
course,  and  experience  one  of  the 
most  rewarding  activities  your 
marriage  will  ever  enjoy. 


£  % 

CCN 

/ 


Fee:  $1 00/couple 

(includes  2  workbooks, 
certificate,  and  the  book 
Questions  Couples  Ask) 


Date:  Saturday  October  6,  2007 
Time :  10:00  a.m.  -  4:00  p.m. 
place:  Sanctuary 

St.  Timothx  United  Methodist  Church 

335  Asburx  Drive.  Mandeville.  LA 

To  register,  contact  Lylln  Brinkman  at 
(985 )  626-330"  or  lhrinkman  a  sttimothvumc.org 


Bethany  UMC 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church, 

4533  Mendez  Street  in  New  Orleans,  will 
sponsor  an  historic  100-Man  March  to  cel¬ 
ebrate  United  Methodist  Men  (UMM) 
Sunday  on  Sept.  30.  There  will  be  a  10:30 
a.m.  spiritual  gathering  followed  by  the 
march  to  kick-off  promptly  at  10:45  a.m. 
Joe  Kelley,  La.  Conference  President  for 
United  Methodist  Men,  will  be  the  guest 
speaker  during  the  1 1  a.m.  worship  hour. 


The  theme  for  the  event  is  “Brothers,  All 
Are  We.”  Organizers  hope  to  have  100 
men  of  all  ages,  nations,  and  stations  in  life 
for  worship.  “We  will  pray,  march  and  cel¬ 
ebrate  the  strength  of  men  in  church,  fami¬ 
ly,  and  community,”  said  Kelley.  For 
more  information  contact  Tony  Childers  at 
(504)  400-1777  or  email 
adalechilders@yahoo.com 


St.  Luke-Simpson  UMC 


St.  Luke-Simpson  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lake  Charles,  broke  ground  for 
their  new  childcare  center.  The  new  center 
will  care  for  children  6  weeks  through  Pre 
K  and  should  be  open  the  Fall  of  2008. 
Pictured  are  children  from  the  Childcare 
Center:  Hayden  Young,  son  of  Doug  and 


Aimee  Young;  Nathan  Simon,  son  of  Jamie 
&  Lea  Simon;  and  Ella  Templeton,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Rev.  Roger  &  Pam  Templeton.  Jamie 
Meek  is  the  director  of  the  St.  Luke- 
Simpson  Childcare  Center  and  Karl  S. 
Klaus  is  the  senior  pastor. 


First  UMC-Alexandria 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Alexandria  held  a  successful  Vacation 
Bible  School  this  summer,  serving  1 69 
children  with  the  help  of  70  adult  and  41 
youth  volunteers.  The  theme  for  this  year 
was  “Lift  off!  Soaring  to  New  Heights  with 
God!”  The  kids  enjoyed  drama,  crafts, 
recreation,  snack  and  circle  time,  as  well  as 
a  big  assembly  where  the  children  got  to 


know  “Skyler”  a  flying  squirrel  puppet, 
which  was  a  “big  hit.”  The  VBS  featured  a 
visit  from  a  hot-air  balloon  on  Wednesday, 
which  was  filled  enough  to  allow  the  chil¬ 
dren  to  walk  inside  and  appreciate  the  size 
and  colors.  The  event  garnered  the  atten¬ 
tion  of  the  local  paper,  The  Town  Talk, 
which  featured  photos  of  the  VBS  the 
week  it  was  held. 
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Bishop  Alfred  L.  Norris,  along  with  Provost  Don  Cottrill  and  Rev.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director,  dances  to  "When  the  Saints  Come  Marching  In"  at  the  United  Methodist 
Katrina  Summit  in  New  Orleans. The  Sept.  6-7  event  celebrated  hurricane  relief  workers  and  encouraged  continued  support  to  rebuild  ministries  in  the  Gulf  Coast.  Participants  in 
the  summit,  top  right,  toured  Hartzell  UMC  which  is  used  as  a  hospitality  site  for  disaster  recovery  volunteers.  UMNS  photos  by  Kathy  L.  Gilbert. 


Summit,  from  page  1 

needs  to  be  done. 

“As  storm-tossed  people,  we  thank  you 
from  the  depths  of  our  hearts  because  you 
have  been  here  from  the  very  first  days,” 
Ward  said.  “Has  it  been  two  years,  two 
days  or  20  years  since  Aug.  29,  2005?  We 
continue  to  live  in  chaos  but  we  have  never 
felt  alone.” 

Hutchinson  added  his  thanks  and  said, 

“I  don’t  know  where  we  would  be  without 
the  church.  Governments  have  had  their 
problems,  but  the  church  didn’t  wait  to  get 
the  OK  from  anyone.  You  just  came  and 
began  to  do  the  work.” 

United  Methodists  worldwide  have 
given  more  than  $66.4  million  for  recovery 
from  Katrina  and  a  series  of  other  ferocious 
hurricanes  that  hit  the  United  States  in 
2005,  according  to  the  Rev.  Tom 
Hazelwood  of  the  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief. 

The  money  has  gone  to  help  more  than 
60,000  people  and  to  build  or  restore  more 
than  25,000  homes,  he  said. 

Because  UMCOR  funds  are  restricted  to 
helping  people  rebuild  their  homes  and 


other  necessities  after  disasters,  the  Council 
of  Bishops  established  the  Katrina  Church 
Recovery  Appeal  to  help  with  additional 
ministry  needs  in  the  wake  of  Katrina, 

Oden  explained. 

Using  Hebrews  10,  Goodpaster  talked 
about  tired  Christians  with  “compassion 
fatigue”  and  said  people  on  the  Gulf  Coast 
can  relate. 

“I’m  tired  too,”  he  said.  “I’m  tired  of 
watching  the  Weather  Channel,  of  mucking 
houses,  wearing  masks  and  worrying  about 
water  surges.” 

Goodpaster  said  the  Hebrews  writer 
urged  Christians  to  address  their  fatigue  by 
approaching  God,  holding  fast  to  the  confi¬ 
dence  of  Jesus  Christ  and  helping  one 
another. 

“Thank  you  brothers  and  sisters  who 
have  shared  our  burden,”  he  said. 

More  work  to  be  done 

Leaders  of  the  Louisiana  and 
Mississippi  conferences  outlined  projects 
that  need  to  be  completed  through  2008  at 
a  cost  of  about  $6.5  million. 

“Go  back  to  your  conferences  and  say 
the  need  still  goes  on,”  Goodpaster  said. 
“You  have  come  as  disciples;  now  we  need 


you  to  go  back  as  apostles.” 

In  Mississippi,  more  than  70,000  homes 
were  destroyed  and  3 1 ,000  people  still  live 
in  FEMA  trailers,  said  the  Rev.  Bill 
McAlilly,  superintendent  of  the  Seashore 
district. 

Pascagoula  First,  St.  Rock,  Mississippi 
City,  Seashore  Mission,  Leggett  and 
Pearlington  United  Methodist  churches  still 
need  money  and  volunteers  to  rebuild  their 
sanctuaries. 

The  conference  also  wants  to  start  two 
new  Hispanic/Latino  congregations  and 
finish  construction  on  multipurpose  build¬ 
ings  used  as  warehouses  and  dormitories 
for  Katrina  recovery  and  future  disasters. 

In  Louisiana,  the  Methodist  Home  for 
Children  in  New  Orleans  will  move  to  a 
new,  safer  facility,  and  funds  are  needed  to 
provide  beds  and  other  needs  as  well  as  to 
hire  a  director  and  staff. 

The  conference  will  open  Luke’s  House 
in  November  in  New  Orleans.  The  free 
clinic  will  provide  basic  health  care  for 
those  who  have  lost  vital  care  due  to  the 
closure  of  several  hospitals  and  clinics  in 
the  city. 

New  Orleans  has  seen  a  great  increase 


of  Hispanic  workers  due  to  the  storms,  and 
the  conference  needs  to  provide 
Hispanic/Latino  ministries  for  the  growing 
population. 

Churches  in  New  Orleans  within  desig¬ 
nated  mission  zones  need  funds  to  provide 
for  salaries,  health  insurance,  housing  and 
pensions  for  29  pastors  and  salaries  for  five 
support  staff.  The  mission  zone  ministries 
also  need  funding  to  advertise  their  min¬ 
istries,  purchase  a  mini-bus  and  provide  a 
child  care  center  at  People’s  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Many  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
churches  still  need  restoring  or  expanding. 

Both  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  need 
help  to  offset  the  high  cost  of  insurance 
premiums  that  have  been  skyrocketing 
since  Katrina. 

For  more  information  on  how  to  help, 
contact  the  Louisiana  and  Mississippi 
Annual  (regional)  Conference  offices.  To 
contribute  to  United  Methodist  Katrina 
recovery  efforts,  give  online  or  through 
local  church  offerings  to  the  Katrina 
Church  Recovery  Appeal  #8 1 8-00 1 . 
Information  about  how  to  donate  online  is 
available  at  http://www.umc.org/katrma. 


Church  partnering  opportunites  include  construction,  programs  and  salaries 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

The  Council  of  Bishops’  task  force  on 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  held  a  “party”  in 
New  Orleans  Sept.  6-7  to  thank  the  gener¬ 
ous  benefactors  throughout  the  United 
Methodist  connection  who  have  helped 
with  the  recovery  effort  from  the  devastat¬ 
ing  storms  of  2005. 

Over  200  partner  churches  and  repre¬ 
sentatives  from  Annual  Conferences 
throughout  the  United  States  gathered  to 
celebrate,  and  to  hear  that  Gulf  Coast  con¬ 
ferences  are  still  in  great  need. 

Participants  in  the  celebration  toured 
recovering  churches,  as  well  as  areas  of  the 
city  that  are  being  rebuilt  through  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry. 

During  a  banquet  held  Thursday 


evening  at  the  Doubletree  Hotel  in  down¬ 
town  New  Orleans,  guests  saw  a  video 
presentation  with  interviews  of  pastors 
whose  churches  have  successfully  returned 
to  ministry,  largely  due  to  help  provided  by 
the  United  Methodist  connection.  The 
video  may  be  viewed  on  the  home  page  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  at 
www.la-umc.org 

Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost,  and  Rev. 
Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone  Director, 
spoke  about  the  needs  that  still  exist  in  the 
recovery  of  storm  affected  Louisiana 
churches  and  institutions.  Orphe  works 
directly  with  those  churches  damaged  by 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita,  collectively 
known  as  the  “Mission  Zone.” 

Cottrill  pointed  out  that  $  1 .3  million  is 
still  needed  for  salaries  and  benefits  for 


pastoral  and  staff  support  for  Mission  Zone 
churches  in  2008.  “There  are  currently  29 
pastors  in  the  Mission  Zone.  In  addition, 
there  are  five  lay  staff  persons  receiving 
salaries  through  grant  funding.  The  lay 
staff  persons  were  added  to  provide  assis¬ 
tance  to  the  congregations  who  lost  staff 
due  to  reduced  membership  and  support 
base,”  said  Cottrill. 

“The  Mission  Zone  churches  are  in  the 
process  of  reconfiguration.  Five  churches 
have  been  closed,  and  seven  congregations 
have  joined  to  form  three  merged  congre¬ 
gations.  Others  are  being  considered  for 
closure,  merger  or  relocation,”  said  Orphe. 

A  total  of  $2,241,000  is  the  budget  for 
this  area,  providing  salaries,  health  insur¬ 
ance,  housing  and  pension  for  the  29  pas¬ 
tors  and  salaries  and  benefits  for  the  staff 


members.  “Specific  partnerships  for  indi¬ 
vidual  church  pastors  or  staff  could  be 
arranged,”  added  Cottrill. 

Providing  adequate  insurance  for  church 
properties  is  a  big  challenge,  and  Cottrill 
estimated  that  $194,381  will  be  needed  for 
casualty  and  flood  insurance  shortfalls  for 
42  churches  located  in  the  Mission  Zone. 

Over  $900,000  is  needed  in  Louisiana 
for  Mission  Zone  church  building  costs. 
These  funds  would  provide  a  new  sanctu¬ 
ary  for  Mt.  Zion  UMC,  additional  property 
for  LaHarpe/Thompson  UMC,  a  building 
extension  for  overcrowded  Thomas  UMC, 
and  a  new  sanctuary  for  Wakefield  UMC  in 
Cameron  Parish. 

Rayne  Memorial  and  Mt.  Zion  United 
Methodist  Churches  are  combining  efforts 

See  Partnering,  page  6 
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Positions  Available 


Benton  UMC 

Benton  United  Methodist  Church  is 
currently  seeking  a  person  with  a  calling 
and  a  passion  for  children's  ministry, 
ages  3  -  6th  grade.  This  is  a  part-time 
position  with  the  potential  to  become 
full-time.  The  church  seeks  a  person 
with  experience  working  with  children, 
but  will  consider  someone  who 
embraces  and  embodies  our  mission. 

If  this  is  you,  please  send  your  resume 
with  cover  letter  to  Rev.  Lynn  Malone, 
Pastor,  Benton  UMC,  P.  O.  Box  388, 
Benton,  LA  7 1 006,  or  email 
lmalone  1 1  @juno.com.  For  more  infor¬ 
mation,  please  call  (318)  965-2273  and 
ask  for  Pastor  Lynn.  Benton  UMC  is 
also  seeking  a  person  with  a  calling  and 
a  passion  for  Pre-School/Day  Care 


Ministry.  This  is  a  full-time  position  in 
our  Class  B  licensed  facility.  We  desire 
a  person  with  experience  working  in  a 
licensed  pre-shool/day  care,  but  are  will¬ 
ing  to  work  with  the  right  person  who 
embraces  and  embodies  our  mission, 
and  pursues  the  requisite  licensing 
requirements.  Please  send  a  resume 
w  ith  a  cover  letter  to  Paula  Dorgan, 
Church  Administrator,  Benton  UMC,  P. 
O.  Box  388,  Benton,  LA  71006,  or  by 
email  to  ptidwellx4@bellsouth.net.  For 
more  information,  please  call  (3 1 8)  965- 
2273  and  ask  for  Paula.  Benton  UMC's 
mission  is  to  make  disciples  of  Jesus 
Christ  by  bringing  in,  growing  up,  and 
sending  out  transformed  persons  in  min¬ 
istry  and  service. 


First  UMC  -  Alexandria 


Applications  are  being  accepted  for 
the  Director  of  Music  Ministries  at  First 
United  Methodist  Church,  Alexandria, 
La.  The  Director  will  report  to  the 
Senior  Pastor  and  will  coordinate  all 
activities  related  to  the  music  ministry  of 
the  church  including  adult,  children,  and 
youth  programs  in  both  traditional  and 
contemporary  worship  settings.  The 
successful  applicant  will  be  a  committed 
Christian,  have  a  minimum  of  a  bac¬ 
calaureate  degree  in  music  with  demon¬ 
strated  experience  and/or  training  in 
music  or  music  education  and  will  be 
able  to  manage  the  music  budget,  work 
enthusiastically  and  effectively  with  peo¬ 
ple  of  all  ages  and  possess  strong  organi¬ 
zation  skills.  Flexibility  and  the  ability 
to  manage  change  are  important  person¬ 
al  character  traits  for  the  position.  First 


UMC,  Alexandria  has  a  tradition  of 
excellent  music  and  is  located  in  a 
dynamic,  rapidly  changing  community 
in  Central  Louisiana.  Applications 
should  include  a  letter  of  application,  a 
current  resume,  the  names  and  e-mail 
addresses  and/or  phone  numbers  of  cur¬ 
rent  references  and  a  statement  of  per¬ 
sonal  philosophy  regarding  the  musi¬ 
cianship  and  the  ministry  of  music. 

Send  applications  to  Mary  Vizzier, 
Chairperson,  Search  Committee  for 
Director  of  Music  Ministries,  2727 
Jackson  Street,  Alexandria,  LA  71301, 
or  e-mail  FUMCMusicMinistry@hot- 
mail.com.  The  Search  Committee  will 
begin  screening  applications  Sept.  1 , 
2007  with  an  anticipated  starting  date  of 
January  2008. 


Galloway  Memorial  UMC  -  Jackson,  MS 


Large,  historic  urban  church, 
Galloway  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  seeks  a 
full-time  Youth  Director  or  Youth 
Minister. 

Responsible  for  full  program  of  spiritual 
growth  for  youth,  grades  7-12  and  col¬ 
lege,  including  UMYF,  Sunday  School, 
Bible  studies,  local  and  foreign  mis¬ 
sion/service  opportunities,  statewide 
youth  events,  evangelism,  recruitment 
and  training  of  students,  parents  and 
teachers,  and  other  responsibilities. 
Students  are  drawn  from  a  large  variety 
of  urban  and  suburban  schools. 

Spiritual  maturity  and  energetic  atti¬ 


tude  required;  United  Methodist  formal 
training  preferred.  Prior  experience 
working  with  youth  is  essential. 
Applicants  should  demonstrate  executive 
and  organizational  skills  and  be  willing 
to  work  in  a  collaborative  environment 
with  a  large  ministerial  and  lay  staff. 

Salary  commensurate  with  qualifica¬ 
tions  and  experience. 

Apply  online  by  September  22,  2007 
to 

http://www.gallowayumc.Org/youthapp.s 

html 

Attach  resume  and  names  of  three  refer¬ 
ences. 


Roberts  UMC  -  Denham  Springs 


Roberts  UMC  is  seeking  someone  to 
fill  the  position  of  a  part  time  church 
secretary  .  A  person  with  office  experi¬ 
ence,  good  computer,  organizational  and 
communications  skills  is  being  sought. 


Interested  applicants  should  email 
resume  with  references  to  Rev.  Erica  R. 
Jenkins,  Pastor  at  robertsumc@bell- 
south.net  or  mail  to  Pastor;  P  O  Box 
193,  Denham  Springs,  La  70727. 


Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  addresses  the  United  Methodist 
Katrina  Summit  held  in  New  Orleans  Sept.  6-7.  Cottrill  spoke  about  the  financial  needs 
that  still  exist  for  Mission  Zone  churches,  including  salaries  and  benefits  for  pastors. 
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on  a  Free  Clinic  for  the  residents  of  New 
Orleans.  These  congregations  (one  pre¬ 
dominantly  Caucasian  and  one  predomi¬ 
nantly  African  American)  have  a  long  his¬ 
tory  of  combining  for  fellowship  and  mis¬ 
sion  to  the  Central  City  and  Uptown  com¬ 
munities  surrounding  their  churches. 

“The  free  clinic,  to  be  known  as  Luke’s 
House,  will  provide  basic  health  care  for 
those  who  have  lost  vital  care  due  to  the 
closure  of  several  hospitals  and  clinics  in 
the  area,”  said  Cottrill. 

The  clinic  is  scheduled  to  open  in 
November  of  2007.  It  is  currently  being 
funded  by  a  one  year  grant  from  the 
Methodist  Health  Foundation  in  Louisiana. 
The  conference  is  seeking  funding  for  the 
continuation  of  this  important  ministry, 
asking  $  1 50,000  for  the  salary  of  a  director, 
costs  of  operation  (part  time),  and  equip¬ 
ment  and  health  supplies. 

The  Louisiana  Conference  is  also  seek¬ 
ing  a  total  of  $5 1 0,000  for  Hispanic 
Ministries.  “New  Orleans  has  experienced 
a  great  influx  of  Hispanic  workers  due  to 
the  storms.  The  Louisiana  Conference, 
with  the  help  of  the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  has  added  two  additional 
missionaries  in  order  to  provide  specific 
ministry  to  and  with  these  new  brothers 
and  sisters  in  our  midst,”  said  Cottrill. 
Specific  amounts  being  sought  include 
salary  support  of  $70,000  for  an  additional 
missionary,  $40,000  for  program  expenses, 
and  $400,000  for  a  new  church  building. 

The  Methodist  Home  in  New  Orleans 
will  be  moving  from  the  city  of  New 
Orleans  to  Mandeville,  La.  on  the  North 
Shore.  This  facility  is  being  organization¬ 
ally  merged  with  the  Louisiana  Methodist 
Children’s  Home,  located  in  Ruston,  La. 

The  new  site  will  be  an  existing  site  which 


has  been  leased  from  the  State  of 
Louisiana,  and  funding  will  come  from 
several  sources,  including  funds  from  the 
Louisiana  Conference,  the  Louisiana 
United  Methodist  Foundation,  and  the 
eventual  sale  of  the  New  Orleans  property. 
There  is  an  anticipated  deficit  in  the  transi¬ 
tion  to  the  new  site.  Approximately 
$70,000  in  funding  is  needed  to  cover  the 
purchase  of  beds,  tables,  chairs,  a  tele¬ 
phone  system,  computers  desks,  and 
upgrading  of  the  facility  for  specific  use. 
An  additional  $70,000  is  needed  for  opera¬ 
tional  needs  including  recruitment  and 
training  of  new  and  additional  staff  in  the 
new  area;  utility  increases;  and  additional 
costs  related  to  establishing  a  new  opera¬ 
tion. 

The  Mission  Zone  is  composed  of  39 
churches  in  the  Greater  New  Orleans  area 
and  three  churches  in  Cameron  Parish.  The 
ministries  of  the  churches  are  crucial  for 
the  rebuilding  of  congregations  and  com¬ 
munities.  “A  total  of  $100,000  is  needed  to 
pay  for  ongoing  advertising  and  promo¬ 
tional  efforts  to  make  area  residents  aware 
of  the  Church’s  presence  and  ministries,” 
said  Orphe.  An  additional  $100,000  is 
needed  for  a  van  and  automobile  insurance 
to  provide  transportation  in  conjunction 
with  various  church  ministries.  A  proposed 
child  care  center  and  program  at  People’s 
United  Methodist  Church  will  also  require 
$100,000  to  establish  and  maintain  this 
much  needed  help  for  working  parents, 
who  are  also  dealing  with  rebuilding  their 
lives,  said  Orphe. 

Churches  interested  in  partnering  with  a 
storm  affected  church  in  Louisiana,  or  in 
supporting  one  of  the  ministries  and  institu¬ 
tions  outlined  here,  should  contact  Rev. 
Cottrill  at  (225)  346-1646  or  email 
lumc@bellsouth.net 
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Friendship,  Hope  on  a  Plane:  Medical  Airlift  Arrives  in  Georgia 


TBILISI,  GEORGIA,  Sept.  15,  2007  — 
The  United  Methodist  Committee  on 
Relief  and  Project  Hope  airlift  with  mil¬ 
lions  of  dollars  in  donated  medical  supplies 
arrived  Friday,  Sept.  14,  in  Tbilisi,  capital 
of  Georgia.  The  former  Soviet  republic  is  a 
country  of  great  economic  need  in  the 
mountains  separating  Europe  and  Asia. 

The  flight  was  the  912th  sponsored  by 
Project  Hope  and  the  US  Department  of 
State,  since  1992.  The  shipment  means  a 
healthier  life  for  more  than  90,000  vulnera¬ 
ble  patients  in  the  Caucasus  region. 

The  C-17  cargo  plane  carried  20  repre¬ 
sentatives  of  several  international  non¬ 
governmental  organizations,  including  the 
Rev.  R.  Randy  Day,  general  secretary  of 
the  General  Board  of  Global  Ministries, 
UMCOR’s  parent  organization,  and  Marc. 
S.  Maxi,  executive  director  of  field  opera¬ 
tions  for  the  relief  agency.  Sandra  Roelofs, 
First  Lady  of  Georgia,  one  of  the  officials 
on  hand  to  welcome  the  plane,  said  the 
flight  represented  “not  only  friendship  but 
development.” 

$11  Million  in  Hope 
An  estimated  $1 1  million  in  drug,  health 
supplies,  and  hygiene  and  school  kits  were 
on  board.  Distribution  of  the  supplies  and 
training  in  the  use  of  medicines  and  equip¬ 
ment,  to  be  managed  by  the  UMCOR 
Georgia  office,  began  on  Saturday  at 
Iashvili  Children’s  Central  Hospital  in 


Tbilisi.  The  hospital  is  Georgia’s  major 
pediatric  inpatient  institution.  UMCOR  has 
supplied  pharmaceuticals  there  since  1993. 

This  is  the  second  medical  airlift  into 
Georgia  sponsored  by  UMCOR  and 
Project  Hope.  The  first  was  in  2001 . 

Project  Hope  is  an  international  relief 
agency  known  for  its  work  in  health  aid 
and  education.  This  year’s  airlift  celebrates 
the  organization’s  50th  anniversary. 

The  medicines  and  other  supplies  were 
given  by  a  variety  of  organizations,  ranging 
from  pharmaceutical  companies  to  private 
donors.  Interchurch  Medical  Assistance, 
another  long-time  UMCOR  partner,  assem¬ 
bled  the  containers. 

UMCOR  in  Georgia 
UMCOR  has  a  long  record  of  work  in 
Georgia.  UMCOR  began  humanitarian 
operations  in  1993  to  address  the  needs  of 
children  and  women  by  providing  essential 
medicines  and  treatment  practices,  aimed  at 
combating  their  most  common  and  pre¬ 
ventable  illnesses. 

Today  some  200,000  vulnerable  chil¬ 
dren  receive  assistance  from  UMCOR’s 
Georgia  workers.  Davit  Tkeshelashvili, 
minister  of  health,  termed  the  shipment 
another  step  toward  modernization  and 
reform  of  Georgia’s  health  care  system. 
“Our  objective  is  to  ensure  this  cargo  gets 
to  its  true  address,  the  beneficiaries  as 
designed,”  he  said. 


Marc  Maxi,  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  executive  director  of  field  operations, 
greets  a  patient  at  the  Iashvili  Central  Children's  Hospital  in  Tbilisi.  Maxi  and  the  Rev.  R. 
Randy  Day,  top  executive  of  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  accompanied 
a  Sept.  14  medical  supply  airlift  to  the  capital  city  of  Georgia. The  airlift  was  sponsored 
by  UMCOR,  Project  Hope  and  the  U.S.  State  Department.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Gia 
Chkhatarashvili. 


Donated  medical  supplies  are  unloaded  Sept.  14  at  the  airport  in  Tbilisi,  Georgia. The 
airlift  was  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  Project  Hope  and 
the  U.S.  State  Department  and  will  help  more  than  90,000  patients  in  the  Caucasus 
region.  An  estimated  $11  million  in  drug,  health  supplies,  and  hygiene  and  school  kits 
will  be  distributed  by  UMCOR's  office  in  the  Republic  of  Georgia.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Gia 
Chkhatarashvili 


Georgia  is  today  an  independent 
Eurasian  country  of  4.6  million  people. 
Like  other  parts  of  the  former  Soviet 
Union,  it  is  striving  to  achieve  a  stable 
economy.  Sustainable  health  care  advances 
in  Georgia  are  a  priority  for  both  UMCOR 
and  Project  Hope. 

“UMCOR  celebrates  its  collaborations 
over  the  years  with  Project  Hope,”  said 
Rev.  Day.  “We  share  a  common  goal,  that 
of  promoting  international  peace  and  coop¬ 
eration  as  we  respond  to  human  need.” 


Both  organizations  help  alleviate  human 
suffering  caused  by  war,  poverty,  conflict 
and  natural  disasters.  UMCOR  is  active  in 
8 1  countries,  contributing  $9 1  million  in 
aid  and  direct  relief  to  disaster,  war,  and 
conflict-ridden  areas  of  the  world  in  2006. 
Project  Hope's  influence  is  felt  across  31  of 
the  world’s  most  vulnerable  countries, 
especially  in  the  areas  of  health  education 
and  disease  prevention  for  children  and 
w  omen  and  support  for  health  facilities. 


Baton  Rouge  churches  form  partnership 


The  pastors  of  University  and  Neely 
United  Methodist  Churches  in  Baton 
Rouge  recently  met  to  participate  in  a 
Ministry  Partnership  Dialogue.  Revs. 
Arnold  Brown  and  Linda  Joseph  of 
Neely,  along  with  Revs.  Steven  Spurlock 
and  Dr.  James  Philip  Woodland  planned 
several  joint  projects  for  the  two  congre¬ 
gations  during  the  coming  year. 

The  two  churches  plan  to  host  a 
Pulpit  Exchange  on  Human  Relations 
Sunday,  Jan.  13,  2008.  Neely  and 
University  UMCs  also  plan  to  form  a 
work  team  to  participate  in  building  a 
Habitat  for  Humanity  residence. 

As  part  of  this  collaborative  process, 
a  planning  team  will  be  formed  to 
encourage  involvement  of  the  laity  of 


both  Neely  and  University  UMCs. 

Other  “dreams”  discussed  during  the 
ministry  partnership  meeting  included 
holding  a  job  fair;  a  joint  Vacation  Bible 
School  in  2008;  and  participation  in  the 
Kids  Hope  USA  In-School  Mentoring 
Program  at  Polk  and  University  Terrace 
Elementary  Schools.  The  programs  are 
currently  working  together  under  the 
leadership  of  Lisa  Frost,  Kids  Hope 
director  for  University  UMC,  and  Rev. 
Linda  Joseph,  Kids  Hope  director  at 
Neely  UMC.  The  two  programs  have 
been  partnering  in  ministry  for  the  last 
five  years. 

Rev.  Alonzo  J.  Campbell,  director  of 
Multicultural  Ministries  for  the  confer¬ 
ence,  served  a  facilitator  for  the  meeting. 
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Louisiana  Prison 
Chapel  Foundation 


£ 


Allen  Correctional  Center  Kinder  LA 
Avoyelles  Correctional  Center.  Cotton po-t 
C.  Paul  Phelps  Correctional  Center,  DeQuicji  l_A  * 
Dixon  Correctional  Institute,  Jackson,  LA 
Elayn  Hunt  Correctional  Center,  St-Gabneif  LA 
Louisiana  Correctional  Institute  for  Worm.  St. Gaterfoi.  wA 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary,  Angola,  LA 
Rayburn  Correctional  Center,  Argie  LA 
Winn  Correctional  Center.  Wlnmfieikd  LA 


The  cover  for  the  gospel  music  CD,  above,  was  designed  by  an  Angola  inmate. 


Inmates' CD  to  raise  funds  for  prison  chapels 


Baton  Rouge  -  America’s  most  populat¬ 
ed  prison  and  most  filmed  prison  (Dead 
Man  Walking,  O  Brother  Where  Art 
Thou?)  is  now  the  country’s  newest  entry 
into  the  music  world.  Loose  These  Chains 
is  a  historic,  first-of-its-kind  inmate-record¬ 
ed  gospel  music  compilation  of  original 
and  traditional  songs  recorded  inside 
Louisiana  State  Penitentiary  at  Angola. 

The  CD  was  released  Sept.  17,  2007  with 
an  official  rollout  set  in  October  at  the 
Angola  Rodeo. 

“Inmates  don’t  operate  in  a  vacuum,” 
says  Cindy  Mann,  Executive  Director  of 
the  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel  Foundation,  a 
non-profit  faith-based  group  that  raises 
money  to  build  chapels  inside  Louisiana’s 
prisons.  “Most  have  had  time  to  do  soul- 
searching  and  many  cry  out  in  music.  If 
you’ve  ever  heard  them,  the  music  moves 
every  soul.  We  captured  that  on  CD.  It  is 
a  dynamic,  inspiring  collection.” 

Inmate  musicians  and  vocalists  traveled 
to  Angola  Prison  from  throughout  the 
state’s  penal  system  to  make  a  series  of  live 
recordings  one  week  in  February.  Record 
producer  Larry  Howard  of  Georgia-based 
Omega  Arts  installed  equipment  and  instru¬ 
ments  under  the  guidance  of  Prison 


Warden  Burl  Cain.  Howard  was  given  cre¬ 
ative  control  in  working  with  the  prisoners 
to  make  their  best  recordings. 

Mann  says  the  idea  for  the  CD  came  out 
of  LPCF’s  desire  to  showcase  inmate  talent 
and  creativity.  “We  want  the  public  to  see 
what  so  many  of  us  see  —  that  inmates 
have  enormous  potential  to  give  back. 

They  are  creative,  talented,  and  hardwork¬ 
ing  when  encouraged.” 

Among  the  1 1  songs  on  the  CD  are 
Wonder  Workin’  Power,  Amazing  Grace, 
Fix  It  Jesus,  He’ll  Deliver,  Love  the  Lord, 
Deliver  Me  and  Loose  These  Chains.  The 
last  four  are  songs  written,  scored  and 
recorded  by  inmates.  Money  raised  by  CD 
sales  will  go  to  build  14  chapels  at  1 1  state 
facilities.  LPCF  has  already  constructed 
nine  chapels  with  two  more  in  progress, 
citing  a  35%  success  rate  of  stopping 
recidivism  through  faith-based  initiatives. 
Every  year  there  are  over  1 5,000  inmates 
released  and  returned  to  the  state’s  popula¬ 
tion 

In  Louisiana,  CDs  will  be  available  for 
purchase  through  Louisiana  Prison  Chapel 
Foundation,  at  www.chapels.org.  For  more 
information,  contact  Cindy  Mann  at  (225) 
931-3664. 


DVD's  on  addiction 
serve  as  resource 

In  observance  of  September  as  National 
Alcohol  and  Drug  Addiction  Recovery 
Month,  an  FLBO  documentary  entitled 
“Addiction"  has  been  made  available  to  all 
United  Methodist  annual  conferences 
through  their  resource  libraries. 

The  four  disc  set  is  presented  as  a  series 
of  segments,  including  discussions  on  the 
definition  of  addiction,  relapse  and  teen 
addiction. The  documentary  describes  the 
science  behind  addiction,  its  genetic  and 
psychosocial  causes,  and  evidence-based 
medical  and  behavioral  treatments. 

For  more  information  on  checking  out 
the  DVDs,  contact  Shirlene  Spears  at  (225) 
346-l646.ce 

Igniting  Ministry,  from  page  i 

First  UMC  in  Hammond  has.  also 
received  approval  for  funds  for  an  Advent 
2007  campaign,  placing  at  total  of  $3,680 
in  radio  and  cinema. 


FOR  SALE: 

Risograph  Digital  Color 
Duplicator  Model  RP3500 

Purchased  new  in 
September  2003 
Includes  3  color  cylinders 
Black,  Burgundy  &  Teal 
$6,500 

Contact 

Mary  Ann  LeBlanc,Finance 
Director 

Henning  Memorial  UMC 
337-527-5483 
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You  cherish  your 
favorite  ministries  now  ,  . 

what  is  their  future? 
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UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana - 


_ 


We  all  have  favorite  ministries  that  we 
love  to  support  both  financially  and 
with  our  time.  But  what  will  happen 
to  that  support  after  our  lifetime? 

Protect  the  future  of  your  favorite 
ministries  by  remembering 
them  in  your  will. 

As  long  as  you’re  alive,  it’s  not  too 
late  to  write  or  update  your  will. 
For  answers  to  your  questions  about 
wills,  our  free  will  booklet  can  help. 

Protect  their  tomorrows. 

Contact  us  for  your 
free  will  booklet  today. 

(225)346-1535  (800)256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 
at  (225)  346-5193 
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UMCOR-funded  station  leads  Slidell 


BY  SUSAN  MEISTER 

SLIDELL,  La.  (UMNS)  -  In  an  area  that 
suffered  extensive  wind  and  water  damage 
two  years  ago  from  Hurricane  Katrina, 
long-term  rebuilding  efforts  are  being  led 
by  Northshore  Disaster  Recovery  Inc. 

Northshore  is  one  of  the  stations  of  the 


Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry,  funded  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  The  staff 
provides  case  management  and  construc¬ 
tion  support  for  households  in  St. 
Tammany  and  Washington  parishes  and 
serves  as  the  long-term  recovery  organiza- 


Katrina  recovery 

tion  for  St.  Tammany  Parish. 

Nearly  90  organizations  work  with  the 
station,  including  40  faith-based  organiza¬ 
tions,  27  civic  organizations  and  various 
government  liaison  representatives.  Jena, 

See  Slidell  Station,  page 6 


A  Day  in  the  Kingdom 


Rev.  Lyndle  Bullard,  top  cen¬ 
ter,  pastor  of  Nolley  UMC  in 
Jena,  La.  greeted  visitors  to 
the  city  during  the  Sept.  20 
rally  protesting  the  judicial 
treatment  of  the  'Jena  Six.' 
Bullard  stands  between  Revs. 
Martha  Orphe  and  R.  L. 
Bethley,  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent. 


United  Methodists  in  Jena  welcome  rally  goers 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Rev.  Lyndle  Bullard,  pastor  of  Nolley 
Memorial  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Jena,  La.,  declared  Sept.  20,  2007  to  be 
“one  of  the  best  days  of  my  life.” 

Bullard  was  referring  to  the  day  that 
an  estimated  20,000  people  from 
throughout  the  United  States  came  to  the 
small  Louisiana  town  to  peacefully 
protest  the  judicial  treatment  of  six 
African  American  teens,  known  nation¬ 
wide  as  the  “Jena  Six.” 

“Honestly,  it  was  like  a  day  in  the 
Kingdom,”  said  Bullard,  the  soft  spoken 


pastor  of  Nolley  Memorial,  a  predomi¬ 
nantly  white  congregation. 

Bullard  arrived  at  the  church  at  7  a.m. 
Thursday  morning,  and  the  church’s  open 
parking  lot  was  already  full  of  cars.  “I 
was  joined  by  Phil  Henry,  chairman  of 
our  board,  and  we  began  to  welcome  the 
visitors  to  our  town,”  said  Bullard.  Also 
at  the  church  was  Rev.  Ramonalynn 
Betheley,  Alexandria  District 
Superintendent,  and  Rev.  Martha  Orphe, 
Director  of  the  Mission  Zone  for  the  La. 
Annual  Conference.  The  Mission  Zone 
includes  churches  that  were  severely 


damaged  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita 
in  2005. 

The  Nolley  Memorial  church  building 
was  opened  so  that  tired  travelers  could 
seek  air  conditioning,  water  and  bath¬ 
room  facilities.  “We  had  the  most  won¬ 
derful  time.  Everyone  was  so  thankful  for 
the  hospitality,”  said  Bullard,  who  added 
that  the  group  got  to  talk  a  lot  about  the 
United  Methodist  connection. 

“A  woman  from  St.  Luke’s  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Dallas  shared  with 

See  Jena,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 


Privilege  and  Rudeness 


I’ve  rubbed  shoulders  with  the  elite 
on  several  occasions  recently.  Or,  maybe 
it  would  be  more  correct  to  say  that  1 
have  stepped  aside  for  the  elite  on  some 
specific  occasions  recently.  And  I 
haven't  liked  it  any  time  I  have  been 
faced  with  doing  it! 

As  those  of  you  who  board  an  air¬ 
plane  frequently  already  know,  there  are 
two  classes  of  passengers  who  “fly  the 
friendly  (and  not  so  friendly!)  skies.’’ 
There  are  those  who  are  the  economy 
class  and  those  who  are  the  “elite”  class. 
Elite  can  signify  anything  from  being  in 
the  big  seats  up  front,  being  waited  on 
behind  the  closed  curtain,  boarded  first 
and  deplaned  first,  and  essentially  given 
privileges  that  those  in  the  back  of  the 
plane  do  not  enjoy.  Of  course,  these 
privileges  come  with  a  monetary  price, 
and  for  those  who  pay  the  extra,  they 
should  expect  extra  amenities. 

However,  these  privileges  of  being 
treated  with  a  little  more  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  should  not  be  translated  into  a  feel¬ 
ing  that  you  are  given  permission  to  be 
discourteous  to  fellow  travelers,  or  that 
you  have  the  permission  to  displace  the 
“economy”  passenger  from  their  rightful 
place. 

On  two  different  occasions  recently  I 
have  been  rudely  “cut-off”  by  an  elite 
passenger  and  it  burned  my  feathers!  On 
one  occasion  I  was  in  the  act  of  boarding 
the  plane,  about  to  hand  my  pass  to  the 
attendant,  when  a  blur  came  from  my 
right  hand  side,  stepped  in  front  of  me, 
handed  his  pass  to  the  attendant  while 
she  was  saying  to  me  that  I  needed  to 
step  back  and  let  this  man  in  front  of  me. 
He  had  approached  from  the  special  blue 
carpeted  area  on  my  right  that  gave  him 
the  “right”  to  cut  in  front  of  anyone  who 
was  relegated  to  the  ordinary  carpeted 
area  immediately  adjacent  to  the  “aisle  of 
princes  and  princesses.”  I  don’t  know 
when  I  have  been  angrier!  Does  the  fact 
he  has  flown  more  miles  on  that  airline 
than  I  have  give  him  the  right  to  rudely 
cut  in  front  of  me  when  there  were  few 
boarding  the  plane  at  all?  I  don’t  think 
so! 

On  another  occasion  I  was  standing  in 
line  waiting  for  the  kiosk  to  check  in  (on 
the  same  airline)  and  as  I  started  toward 
the  next  available  kiosk,  again  another 
man  from  the  “special  aisle  with  the  spe¬ 
cial  blue  carpet”  stepped  in  front  of  me 
and  took  the  kiosk  toward  which  I  was 
walking,  and  without  so  much  as  an 
“excuse  me”  looked  at  me  as  if  I  had  no 
right  to  walk  to  that  kiosk  before  him.  I 
stepped  back  to  the  area  of  the  unwashed 
and  quietly  seethed  while  I  continued  to 
wait. 

I’ve  been  all  over  the  world  and  flown 
on  most  major  airlines,  but  I  have  not 
encountered  more  rude  people  than  I 
have  right  here  at  home.  “The  Ugly 
American”  is  not  so  much  a  foreign  posi¬ 
tion  that  we  hold.  It  is  a  position  in 
which  we  shine  right  here  in  the  good 
old  USA!  I  often  wonder  what  is  hap¬ 


pening  to  us  and  to 
our  moral  values  and 
behavior  when  we 
have  lost  the  basic 
practice  of  courtesy 
and  hospitality. 

“The  Ugly 
American”  is  alive 
and  well,  and  much 
of  it  has  come  from 
a  false  sense  of 
importance  because 
of  our  ability  to  spend  more  than  the 
other  person  (or  at  least  the  company  or 
government  for  whom  we  work  spends 
more!)  for  the  privilege  of  being  first  and 
to  be  rude  and  inconsiderate. 

If  I,  a  bishop  in  a  major  protestant 
denomination  and  a  person  who  has 
many  privileges,  feel  I  am  being  abused 
by  those  who  see  themselves  as  having 
more  than  I,  then  what  must  the  under¬ 
privileged  of  the  world  and  of  our  coun¬ 
try  feel?  I  can  only  imagine  the  pent-up 
sense  of  anger  and  mistrust  that  must 
flow  through  their  veins.  No  wonder  we 
can’t  seem  to  get  along  with  one  another. 
We  don’t  even  acknowledge  one  another, 
except  as  we  shove  someone  out  of  our 
path  as  we  are  on  our  way  to  yet  another 
set  of  privileges. 

Jesus  had  much  to  say  about  how  we 
relate  to  one  another.  He  especially  was 
prolific  in  his  statements  about  our  need 
to  be  in  servitude  to  the  other  and  not  in 
domination  over  them.  He  was  always 
talking  about  our  serving  at  the  table, 
never  sitting  at  the  head  of  the  table 
unless  invited,  our  need  to  kneel  at  the 
feet  of  others  and  wash  them,  and  how 
the  last  would  be  first  and  the  first  last. 
He  even  submitted  himself  to  an  unjust 
death  rather  than  claim  his  “privilege”  as 
the  Son  of  God. 

I  know  this.  I  have  always  been  sen¬ 
sitive  to  this  sort  of  thing,  but  I  am  far 
more  sensitized  to  these  issues  simply  by 
being  the  “victim”  of  some  of  those  pas¬ 
sengers  who  are  privileged  to  walk  on 
the  “special  blue  carpet”  that  is  immedi¬ 
ately  parallel  to  the  carpet  on  which  I 
walk  to  board  a  plane.  My,  my!  Trying 
to  get  a  grip  on  the  feelings  of  those  who 
are  really  the  “victims”  of  the  privileged 
is  almost  beyond  my  ability.  And  yet,  I 
promise  all  of  you  with  whom  I  share 
life’s  journey,  and  I  promise  myself  (one 
of  the  truly  privileged!),  that  I  am  work¬ 
ing  on  it  and  pray  to  God  I  will  be  given 
guidance  and  strength  not  only  to  under¬ 
stand  but  also  to  help  be  a  change  agent 
for  what  I  can  for  as  long  as  ever  I  can. 
After  all,  isn’t  that  what  Jesus  calls  us  to 
do  as  our  part  on  this  journey  in  his 
name? 

In  Christ’s  love, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


Interfaith  dinner  held  September  18 


The  World  Atlas  Foundations  Muslim  organization  devoted  to  encouraging  interfaith 
dialogue,  held  its  annual  interfaith  dinner  Sept.  1 8  at  the  Marriott  Hotel  in  Baton  Rouge. 
Rev.  Don  Cottrill,  Provost  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  served  as  one  of  the  guest 
speakers  during  the  event.  Cottrill  is  pictured  with  Burak  Alsoylu,  left,  and  Rev.  Amy 
Mercer,  Director  of  Operations  for  the  La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 
Alsoylu,  of  the  Muslim  faith,  is  a  professor  at  Louisiana  State  University  in  Baton  Rouge. 
World  Atlas  Foundation  is  a  national  group  with  local  chapters. 

Condo  made  available  for  retirees 


The  Louisiana  Conference  has  been 
given  the  use  of  a  one-quarter  share  in  a 
two-bedroom/two  bath  condominium  at 
Gulf  Shores  Plantation  in  Gulf  Shores,  Al., 
available  to  retired  clergy  and  surviving 
spouses  of  clergy. 

The  condo  sleeps  six  and  guests  have 
access  to  indoor  and  outdoor  pools,  lighted 
tennis  courts,  volley  ball  courts,  shuffle- 
board  courts,  game  rooms  and  barbeque 
grills.  Kiva  Dunes  Golf  Course  adjoins  the 
property. 

There  is  a  fully  equipped  kitchen  and 
coin  operated  laundry  facilities  on  site. 
Cable  TV,  VCR,  bed  and  bath  linens  are 
provided.  There  are  beach  umbrellas  and 
chairs,  rafts  and  swim  “noodles”  in  the 
unit.The  second  floor  unit  is  accessible  by 
elevator  and  has  a  balcony.  The  unit  is 
approximately  250  miles  from  Baton 
Rouge  or  a  four-hour  drive. 

These  units  would  normally  rent  for 
$1,000-$1,200  per  week.  The  cost  to 
retired  clergy  or  surviving  spouse  of  clergy 


is  $250  per  week  plus  a  $55  fee  for  maid 
service. 

Those  using  the  unit  will  send  a  check 
for  $250  (made  out  to  the  “Louisiana 
Conference”)  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference 
Offices,  Attn:  Patti  Perkins,  527  North 
Blvd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  The  fee  is 
non-refundable  if  a  reservation  is  cancelled 
within  seven  days  of  the  arrival  date. 

Priority  will  be  given  to  first-time  users. 
Previous  users  will  be  placed  on  a  waiting 
list  and  will  be  notified  of  condo  availabili¬ 
ty  one  month  prior  to  the  week  requested. 

A  retired  clergy  or  surviving  clergy 
spouse  must  be  present  at  time  of  usage. 
Family  members  or  friends  are  welcomed 
to  join  a  retired  clergy  or  surviving  clergy 
spouse  in  the  use  of  the  unit. 

Dates  still  available  for  2008  are  Jan. 

25,  Feb.  22,  July  11,  Sept.  5,  Nov.  28  and 
Dec.  26. 

For  reservations  and  information,  con¬ 
tact  Patti  Perkins  in  the  Conference  office 
at  (225)  346-1646. 
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Annual  conference  campaigns  support  Africa  University 


James  Salley,  Africa  University's  associate  vice  chancellor  for  institutional  advancement, 
accepts  a  check  for  Africa  University  from  committee  member  Jen  Rooney  of  Phoenix. 

At  the  Sept.  23  development  committee  meeting,  members  learned  how  United 
Methodist  annual  conferences  in  the  United  States  are  raising  funds  to  endow  chairs 
and  scholarships  and  support  capital  improvements  and  program  development  at 
United  Methodist-related  Africa  University  in  Mutare,  Zimbabwe.  A  UMNS  photo  by 
Linda  Green. 


NASHVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  Two 
United  Methodist  conferences  devastated 
by  Hurricane  Katrina  are  moving  beyond 
their  own  needs  to  addressing  a  continuing 
denominational  need:  support  for  Africa 
University  in  Zimbabwe. 

The  Louisiana  and  Mississippi  annual 
(regional)  conferences  are  among  the  U.S. 
conferences  enacting  campaigns  to  endow 
chairs  and  sponsor  scholarships,  build 
buildings  and  engage  in  hands-on  ministry 
at  Africa  University.  The  Africa  University 
Advisory  Development  Committee  learned 
about  the  campaigns  during  its  Sept.  22 
meeting. 

In  2005,  Louisiana  pledged  to  build  a 
dormitory  at  the  university,  and  today  the 
conference’s  African-American  churches 
are  leading  the  three-year  effort.  A  confer¬ 
ence  group  will  travel  to  the  university  in 
November  to  leam  more  about  the  univer¬ 
sity’s  needs. 

Since  January,  the  Mississippi 
Conference  has  been  trying  to  endow  a 
scholarship  in  the  university’s  Faculty  of 
Theology.  Through  the  Black  Church 
Initiative,  Mississippi  also  is  working  to 
build  a  dormitory.  Aubrey  Lucus,  presi¬ 
dent  emeritus  of  Mississippi  Southern 
University,  and  Ella  Lucus,  his  wife,  pro¬ 
vided  a  $100,000  matching  gift  to  the 
Mississippi  Conference  and  the  scholarship 
in  the  Faculty  of  Theology  will  be  named 
in  their  honor. 

“The  church  sees  in  Africa  University  a 
physical  representation  of  hope,”  said  the 
Rev.  Lloyd  Rollins,  director  of  develop¬ 
ment  for  the  Africa  University 
Development  Office. 

That  is  particularly  true  for  church 
members  in  Louisiana  and  Mississippi,  he 
added.  “With  all  they  have  been  through 
with  the  turmoil  of  Katrina,  the  No.  1  thing 
that  I  have  seen  as  a  native  Mississippian  is 
that  hope  reigns  supreme,”  Rollins  said.  “It 
is  hope  that  says  that  not  only  can  we  con¬ 
tinue  to  overcome  what  we  have  experi¬ 
enced  but  we  can  continue  to  do  what  we 
have  committed  to  do  in  Africa.” 

More  campaigns  under  way 

In  August,  more  than  425  freshmen  and 
225  graduate  students  began  classes  at 
Africa  University,  the  second  largest  intake 
in  the  school’s  15  years.  Total  enrollment  is 
1 ,300  students,  representing  26  African 
countries. 

The  Desert  Southwest  Annual 
Conference  is  planning  to  endow  a  chair  in 
the  Faculty  of  Health  Sciences  and  will 
launch  a  capital  funds  campaign.  The 
Memphis  Conference  is  working  to  estab¬ 


lish  a  “Dream  Farm”  initiative  at  the  uni¬ 
versity  to  provide  a  self-sustaining  model 
to  serve  as  lab  and  training  facility. 

A  staff/faculty  house  is  the  focus  of  a 
campaign  led  by  Ed  and  Cathy  Fry  of 
Laguna  Beach  (Calif.)  United  Methodist 
Church,  while  the  youth  from  First  United 
Methodist  Church,  Birmingham,  Mich., 
donated  a  million  pennies  to  assist  Africa 
University  in  responding  to  HIV/AIDS  on 
the  continent. 

Since  2006,  an  effort  has  been  under 
way  in  the  Virginia  Annual  Conference  to 
provide  a  district  by  district  scholarship 
fund  at  Africa  University.  In  Missouri,  a 
three-year  campaign  will  endow  a  chair  in 
the  Faculty  of  Education,  to  be  named  in 
honor  of  C.  Jarrett  Sr.  and  Mai  Gray,  recog¬ 
nizing  their  years  of  service  to  the  church 
and  the  community.  The  effort  will  be 
publicly  launched  Nov.  19  with  a  gala  at 
Saint  Paul  Theological  Seminary  in  Kansas 
City. 

Western  North  Carolina  has  provided 
$625,000  to  endow  scholarships  for  two 
students  from  the  Central  Congo  Area,  the 
first  installment  of  a  $2  million  scholarship 
and  building  campaign.  The  Peninsula- 
Delaware  and  North  Texas  annual  confer¬ 
ences  are  also  planning  other  campaigns. 

A  symbol  of  hope 

The  United  Methodist  annual  confer¬ 
ences  see  Africa  University  as  a  “true  rep¬ 
resentation”  of  hope,  which  is  enabling 
people  to  live  in  peace,  with  dignity  and 
the  basic  necessities,  and  with  good  gover¬ 
nance,  Rollins  said.  “Hope  is  the  education 
that  will  lead  anybody  to  any  dream  that 
they  happen  to  have.” 

Although  news  reports  from  Zimbabwe 
are  often  grim,  Rollins  said  that  “United 
Methodist  churches  and  annual  conferences 
are  made  up  of  people  who  look  at  reality 
and  who  also  realize  that  today’s  reality  is 
not  tomorrow’s  reality.” 

“This  is  faith,”  he  said.  “We  have  faith 
that  what  they  hear  about  Africa  University 
is  the  truth.” 

Bishop  Ernest  Lyght,  president  of  the 
advisory  committee  and  the  development 
committee  of  the  Africa  University  Board 
of  Directors,  said  the  hope  that  Africa 
University  provides  is  education. 

A  key  component  of  alleviating  poverty 
is  education,  he  said.  As  annual  confer¬ 
ences  and  individuals  become  educated 
about  Africa  University,  they  get  excited 
about  the  institution  and  about  the  differ¬ 
ence  that  their  dollars  can  make  in  enabling 
people  to  have  a  different  attitude  and  view 
of  the  world,  he  said. 


When  Africa  University  was  created  in 
1988  and  opened  in  1992,  not  everyone 
expected  that  it  would  be  what  it  is  today, 
Lyght  noted.  “It  continues  to  be  a  product 
of  faith  in  action  because  there  are  times 
when  I  wonder  how  the  university  is  able 
to  do  what  it  does,”  he  said.  “It  does  what 
it  does  because  it  is  a  faith-based  institution 
and  that  God  is  our  leader.” 

The  development  committee,  estab¬ 
lished  in  1993,  works  with  the  Africa 
University  Development  Office  in 
Nashville  and  agencies  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  to  raise  money  for  the 
school’s  capital,  endowment  and  opera¬ 
tional  needs. 

In  addition  to  the  annual  conferences,  at 
least  40,000  United  Methodist  congrega¬ 
tions  have  faithfully  supported  Africa 
University.  In  2006,  the  university  netted 
its  largest  percentage  of  apportionment 
payments  “in  what  I  see  is  a  sign  of  the 
increasing  understanding  within  The 
United  Methodist  Church  of  the  value  of 
this  ministry  and  a  celebration  of  what  we 
are  doing,”  said  the  Rev.  Ken  Bedell,  a 
staff  member  of  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Higher  Education  and  Ministry. 

Congregations  also  support  Africa 


University  through  the  Usahwira  program, 
named  after  a  Zimbabwean-Shona  word 
meaning  “a  relationship  that  is  closer  than 
family.”  The  program  enables  churches  to 
make  a  four-year  commitment  to  help  a 
student  receive  an  education  at  the  univer¬ 
sity.  The  program  has  been  a  steady  source 
of  scholarship  funds  since  2002,  and 
churches  can  contribute  up  to  $5,400  a  year 
in  support  of  a  student. 

In  other  business,  committee  members: 

Learned  that  the  Africa  University 
endowment  had  reached  $45  million. 

Learned  that  the  St.  Jude  Clinical 
HIV/AIDS  Trials  will  begin  in  Mutare, 
Zimbabwe,  in  January. 

Participated  in  “saturation”  events  on 
Sept.  23  and  visited  12  United  Methodist 
churches  in  Nashville  to  talk  about  Africa 
University. 

Created  an  honorary  alumni  association 
to  enable  high  school  and  college  students 
to  give  $50  donations  in  support  of  the  uni¬ 
versity. 

Heard  that  the  1 2  African  bishops  com¬ 
mitted  to  sending  four  students  annually 
from  each  of  their  episcopal  areas  to  the 
university. 


Campbell  to  lead  team  for  Africa  University  visit 


Rev.  Alonzo  Campbell,  director  of 
Multicultural  Ministries  for  the  La. 
Annual  Conference,  will  lead  a  team  to 
Zimbabwe  from  Oct.  31 -Nov.  11  to  visit 
Africa  University.  The  purpose  of  the 
trip  is  to  allow  team  members  to  have 
first  hand  knowledge  of  the  university’s 
purpose,  function,  building  needs  and 
future  goals.  Team  members  will  return 
to  Louisiana  to  serve  as  ambassadors 
and  members  of  a  speaker’s  bureau 


charged  to  share  information  about 
Africa  University  with  local  churches. 
The  group  will  also  encourage  pledges 
for  the  purpose  of  building  a  much 
needed  dormitory  for  the  school.  This 
effort  is  connected  to  a  proposal  passed 
the  2005  La.  Annual  Conference 
Session  committing  to  raise  funds  for 
the  dormitory  and  to  build  a  church  in 
Senegal. 
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Youth  Fall  Convocation 


United  Methodist  youth  take  turns  trying  to  knock  Bishop  William  H.  Hutchinson  off  his 
perch  at  the  dunking  booth  during  Fall  Convocation  held  Sept.  29  at  The  Wesley  Center. 


Over  420  youth  from  throughout  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  spent  a  day  of  fun  and 
fellowship  during  the  2007  Fall 
Convocation,  held  Sept.  29  at  The  Wesley 
Center  in  Woodworth. 

Participants  enjoyed  rock  climbing  and 
other  action  activities,  and  even  got  the 
chance  to  dunk  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  in  the  dunking  booth.  A  Perfect 
Tragedy,  the  youth  band  from  Winnsboro 
United  Methodist  Church,  performed 


music  throughout  the  day  under  a  large  tent 
erected  on  the  grounds  of  the  retreat  center. 
Through  displays  set  up  in  the  center,  teens 
learned  more  about  campus  ministry,  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  multi-cultural  min¬ 
istries,  United  Methodist  Women  and  con¬ 
ference  campgrounds.  The  event  was  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  conference  office  of  Youth 
Ministries,  which  is  planning  for  two 
Junior  High  retreats  slated  for  Nov.  2-4  and 
Nov.  9-11.  Over  $2500  was  raised  for  YSF. 


Project  NOAH 


Project  NOAH  is  an  emergency  home 
repair  outreach  ministry  sponsored  by 
Slidell  First  United  Methodist  Church. 
Youth  volunteers  work  together  to  repair 
homes  for  families  in  the  Northshore  area 
who  were  affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina. 
The  project’s  goal  is  to  improve  the  living 
conditions  and  lifestyle  for  families  in  need 
while  offering  transforming  experiences  for 
volunteers  and  homeowners  alike  by  shar¬ 
ing  the  Love  of  Christ. 

To  date,  350  Volunteers  participated 
during  the  seven  week  program.  Volunteer 
youth  groups  from  Texas,  Louisiana, 
Alabama,  Ohio,  Maine,  New  Jersey, 
Pennslyvania,  Arizona,  Indiana,  Nebraska 
have  served  through  Project  Noah. 

Through  their  efforts,  five  separate  homes 
were  virtually  completed. 

Volunteers  slept  and  ate  at  First  UMC  in 
Slidell  while  working  in  homes  on  the 
North  Shore.  A  Project  NOAH  staff  of  six 
college  students  facilitated  the  work  proj¬ 
ects  and  evening  activities.  When  the  work 
was  finished,  volunteers  enjoyed  communi¬ 
ty  devotionals,  swimming,  an  evening  in 


New  Orleans,  a  talent  show  and  a 
Louisiana  picnic  at  Fontainebleau  State 
Park. 

One  Project  NOAH  resident  said  this  of 
the  program:  “I’ve  never  seen  anything  like 
this.  I  feel  like  each  group  has  become  part 
of  my  family.  It’s  hard  to  dream  of  things 
like  this.” 

Ashlie  Junot,  director  of  Project  Noah, 
said,  “We’d  like  to  extend  much  of  the 
credit  of  our  program  to  Dale  Kimball  and 
all  of  our  partners  at  Northshore  Disaster 
Recovery.  Without  their  guidance  and 
expertise,  our  program  would  not  have 
seen  the  success  it  did.  The  relationship  we 
formed  with  our  residents  was  life  chang¬ 
ing  and  we  are  humbled  that  our  program 
helped  them  finally  go  home.” 

Project  NOAH  is  organizing  for  2008 
and  is  in  need  of  devoted  summer  staff 
members  and  enthusiastic  volunteer 
groups.  Those  interested  in  the  program 
can  visit  www.projectnoah.net  or  email 
ajunot@firstumcslidell.org  or  call  (985) 
643-6437. 


Members  of  the  Project  NOAH  Team  who  faciliated  work  projects  in  the  Greater  New 
Orleans  area  are  pictured  above. 


Habitat  for  Humanity  -  Baton  Rouge 


The  Baton  Rouge  District  Habitat  Build 
continues  as  area  United  Methodist  church¬ 
es  work  together  on  constructing  a  new 
home  for  the  Para  family  of  Baton  Rouge. 
The  slab  for  the  house  was  blessed  on  Sept. 
9  by  Rev.  Tim  Lawson  of  St.  John  United 


Methodist  Church,  with  Chris  Andrews  of 
First  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  leading  the 
group  during  the  dedication.  For  more 
information  on  the  project,  contact  Lynn 
Bradley  at  (225)  769-7040  or  email 
lbradley@bradley-blewster.com 


St.  Matthew's  UMC 


St.  Matthew's  UMC  in  Metairie  celebrated  its  50th  anniversary  Aug.  11-12  with  Rev. 
Henry  Stone,  pastor,  and  and  Rev.  Ebb  Munden,  founding  pastor,  as  worship  leaders. 


St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie,  La.  celebrated  its  50th  anniver¬ 
sary  Aug.  11-12  with  Sunday  morning 
services  and  a  Saturday  evening  covered 
dish  dinner  and  program. 

Rev.  Ebb  Munden,  founding  pastor  for 
St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  traveled  from 
Nebraska  to  deliver  the  message  “Take 
Heart”  during  worship  services.  Munden 
was  joined  by  Revs.  George  Duerson  and 
Jack  O’Dell,  both  former  pastors  for  the 
church.  Rev.  Henry  Stone,  current  pastor 
for  St.  Matthew’s  UMC,  and  Rev.  Charlene 
Rodriguez  also  participated  in  the  service. 

Everyone  present  enjoyed  a  catered 
luncheon  where  all  couples  married  at  the 
church  were  recognized. 

The  Saturday  evening  program  served 
as  a  time  of  remembrance  with  speakers 
from  each  era  beginning  with  the  1950’s 
and  ending  with  present  day.  Todd  Murphy 
was  the  master  of  ceremonies  and  Ebb  and 


Lucy  Munden  were  among  the  honored 
guests. 

St.  Matthew’s  UMC  has  served  as  a 
major  part  of  the  recovery  effort  from 
Hurricane  Katrina,  wrote  Toni  Dickerson, 
chairperson  for  the  anniversary  celebration. 
“Red  Cross  officials  lived  and  worked  out 
of  the  church  through  December  of  2005. 
The  Eastbank  Station  for  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  was 
also  stationed  in  our  buildings.  We  contin¬ 
ue  to  have  teams  come  from  all  over  the 
United  States  come  and  stay  with  us,”  she 
stated. 

The  Metairie  church  also  maintains  a 
vital  community  presence  through  outreach 
programs  such  as  Boy  Scouts,  the  People 
Program,  La.  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams 
to  Reynosa,  Mex.,  the  Ulster  Project  of 
New  Orleans  and  an  ongoing  ministry  to 
Cambodia. 
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Mt.Zion  UMC  sets 'Affirmation  and  Celebration' service  for  October  21 


Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  will  hold  an  Affirmation  and 
Celebration  Service  on  Sunday,  Oct.  2 1 , 
2007.  Guest  speaker  will  be  Rev.  Dr. 
Martha  Orphe,  mission  zone  director  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

“At  this  service,  we  plan  to  re-affirm 
our  glorious  future  as  the  body  of  Christ 
called,  ‘Mount  Zion,’”  said  Rev.  Connie 
Thomas,  pastor. 

Thomas  reports  that  the  congregation  is 
back  on  Mount  Zion’s  campus,  worship¬ 
ping  in  the  Activities  Building.  Church 
attendance  is  growing,  not  only  by  United 
Methodists  coming  back  to  the  city,  but 
with  conversions  to  the  faith  and  transfers 


of  membership  from  other  denominations. 
“We  also  have  a  new  baby  among  us  who 
will  be  getting  baptized.  Praise  the  Lord!,” 
said  Thomas. 

The  congregation  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC  is 
also  excited  about  the  opening  of  a  free 
clinic  on  the  church  campus  that  will  serve 
people  in  New  Orleans  who  have  no  health 
insurance.  To  be  known  as  “Luke’s  House, 
A  Clinic  of  Hope  and  Healing,”  the  facility 
is  a  collaborative  project  between  Mt.  Zion 
and  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  in  New 
Orleans.  Organizers  hope  to  launch  the 
clinic  this  fall. 

“We  are  meeting  a  very  important  need. 
Our  members  are  excited  about  the  project 


and  are  looking  forward  to  working  with 
it,”  said  Mt.  Zion  member  Delphenie 
Butler,  who  serves  on  the  board  for  this 
newly  formed  non-profit  clinic.  Mt.  Zion 
UMC  is  situated  in  an  underserved  area  of 
the  city.  “Many  of  the  residents  are  unin¬ 
sured  and  need  free  health  care.  Prior  to 
Katrina,  most  of  them  received  medical 
services  from  Charity  Hospital,  which  is  no 
longer  open,”  said  Butler,  who  added  that  a 
lot  of  children  live  in  the  area  surrounding 
Mt.  Zion. 

Rev.  Thomas  stresses  that  church  part¬ 
ners  and  financial  gifts  are  badly  needed  to 
help  Mt.  Zion  UMC  achieve  its  goals. 
“Many  people  have  asked  how  they  can 


help.  Now  is  the  time  for  them  to  give 
support  and  help  us  spread  our  good 
news.  We  are  currently  putting 
together  plans  to  rebuild  our  sanctuary, 
which  will  include  our  ministry  and  our 
capital  campaign  for  sustainability  over 
the  next  three  to  five  years.  We  cannot  do 
it  without  the  support  of  church  partners. 
Mt.  Zion  needs  prayers  for  unity  among 
us,  words  of  faith  and  encouragement, 
and  resources.” 

Those  wishing  to  give  toward  the  rebuild¬ 
ing  of  Mt.  Zion’s  sanctuary,  or  wishing  to 
partner  with  other  Mission  Zone  church¬ 
es  may  contact  Rev.  Don  Cottrill’s  office 
at  (225)  346-1646  or  Rev.  Martha 
Orphe’s  office  at  (504)  483-8848. 


Pollack  UMC 


The  United  Methodist  Women’s  unit  at 
Pollack  United  Methodist  Church  in  the 
Alexandria  District  offers  a  vital  service  to 
the  Pollack  community  through  its  UMW 
ran  and  sponsored  Thrift  Shop.  Funds  gen¬ 
erated  through  shop  sales  are  used  to  assist 
mission  efforts.  Also,  since  each  item  in  the 
shop  is  priced  at  25  cents,  families  in  need 
can  shop  for  clothing  at  bargain  prices. 

Anne  Yates,  secretary  for  the  Pollack 
UMW,  wrote,  “We  hear  so  many  stories 
throughout  the  year  of  families  and  indi¬ 
viduals  who  find  themselves  in  need  of  our 
Thrift  Shop.  During  the  town’s  Christmas 
parade  in  2004,  a  teenaged  girl  came  by 
looking  through  the  jackets  on  a  rack  out¬ 
side.  It  was  a  brutally  cold  day.  There  was 
a  young  boy  with  her  aged  9  or  10,  clad 
only  in  jeans  and  a  thin  t-shirt.  Penny 
Johnson,  who  was  minding  the  shop,  hand¬ 
ed  the  boy  a  Dallas  Cowboys  starter  jacket, 
commenting  on  how  the  boy  looked  like  a 
‘real  football  player.’  He  quickly  put  the 
jacket  on  and  replied  simply,  ‘It’s  so 
warm.’” 

Members  of  the  Pollack  UMW  take  dif¬ 
ferent  roles  in  running  the  popular  shop. 


Some  receive  and  sort  items  donated  by 
members  of  the  church  and  local  commu¬ 
nity.  Others  see  that  special  sales  are  adver¬ 
tised  through  newspapers  and  posters 
placed  in  local  businesses.  Still  others  pre¬ 
pare  a  meal  for  the  workers  on  Friday  of 
each  sale. 

One  “super  shopper”  selects  items  for 
distribution  to  local  shelters,  and  another 
delivers  the  items.  Also,  during  sales, 

UMW  members  “man”  the  store. 

Many  times,  the  Thrift  Shop  has 
brought  hope  to  families  faced  with  disas¬ 
ter.  Items  from  the  shop  have  gone  to  peo¬ 
ple  who  lost  their  homes  to  fire  and  flood. 
During  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane  Katrina, 
clothes  were  delivered  to  Camp  Grant 
Walker  which  served  as  temporary  shelter 
for  persons  displaced  by  the  devastating 
storm. 

In  January,  the  UMW  dedicated  two 
thirds  of  the  monthly  proceeds  to  Turning 
Point  Shelter  for  Battered  Women  and 
Hope  House  for  Women  and  Children. 

Each  month,  the  money  is  used  to  purchase 
diapers,  baby  wipes,  bed  linens,  towels  and 
other  needed  items  for  these  two  centers. 


Ruth  Heap  babysits  so  'mom'  can  shop  at  the  Thrift  Shop  sponsored  and  run  by  mem¬ 
bers  of  Pollack  United  Methodist  Church's  UMW  unit.  Proceeds  from  the  shop  are  used 
to  sponsor  missional  efforts  through  the  church.  All  items  at  the  shop  cost  25  cents. 


Eleven-year  old  Michael  Clinton  Sullivan,  a  fifth  grader  and  a  lifelong  member  of  St. 
Francisville  United  Methodist  Church,  was  honored  by  Pastor  Danny  Gleason  for  his 
efforts  in  reading  through  the  entire  Bible  in  one  year. 


St.  Francisville  UMC 


Eleven-year  old  Michael  Clinton 
Sullivan,  a  fifth  grader  at  St.  Francisville 
Elementary  School  and  a  lifelong  member 
of  St.  Francisville  United  Methodist 
Church  in  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  was 
honored  by  Pastor  Danny  Gleason  for  his 
efforts  in  reading  through  the  entire  Bible 
in  one  year.  He  started  on  January  1 ,  2006 
and  finished  on  January  31,  2006. 

Michael  is  the  son  of  proud  parents 
Stacy  and  Clint  Sullivan  and  grandson  of 
Joe  and  Beth  Kelly,  also  of  St.  Francisville. 
Michael  used  a  one-year  devotional  Bible 
for  his  daily  readings  and  said  he  tried  to 
read  a  portion  of  the  Scripture  each  day.  “I 
had  to  read  every  day  to  stay  caught  up”, 
said  Michael.  “We  went  on  vacation 
toward  the  end  of  the  year  for  one  week 
and  I  didn't  take  my  Bible  devotional 
book.  When  I  got  back,  I  had  to  read  one 
whole  week  of  devotions  in  just  one  day. 
Whew!” 


Michael  said  he  sometimes  read  to  his 
brother,  Taylor,  but  mostly  read  on  his 
own,  just  before  he  went  to  bed.  He  said 
his  favorite  Bible  book  was  the  Gospel  of 
Luke  because  it  told  a  lot  about  Jesus.  He 
could  not  remember  any  particular  book  of 
the  Bible  that  he  did  not  like.  Michael  said 
he  could  ‘feel’  God  talking  to  him  is  spe¬ 
cial  ways  as  he  read  through  some  parts  of 
the  Bible. 

Michael  discovered  many  new  things  he 
did  not  know  before.  For  example,  he  said 
he  was  surprised  to  leam  that  Pilate 
believed  in  Jesus.  He  did  not  know  that 
before. 

If  anyone  wants  to  take  a  similar  one- 
year  adventure  in  reading  through  the  Bible 
in  one  year,  Michael  has  some  sage  advice. 
Be  consistent.  “Try  to  read  night  by 
night”,  said  Michael.  “Don’t  skip  because 
it  is  hard  to  catch  up”. 
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Two-part  clergy  workshop  set 


The  Center  for  the  Pastoral  Excellence 
is  offering  a  two-part  workshop  experience 
entitled  “The  Art  of  Dancing  with 
Conflict.”  The  first  session  will  be  held 
Dec.  2-5,  2007,  and  session  two  is  slated 
for  Jan.  20-23,  2008  at  the  Dominican 
Center  in  New  Orleans,  La. 

“Conflict  has  become  so  pervasive  in 
our  culture  and  in  our  congregations  that 
the  ability  to  manage  anxiety  and  conflict 
has  become  an  important  skill  for  clergy 
and  other  church  leaders  to  develop.  When 
handled  skillfully,  anxiety  and  conflict  can 
lead  to  healthy  change,  growth  and  maturi¬ 
ty- 

The  workshop  is  to  assist  leadership  in 
cultivating  an  understanding  and  skillful 
responses  to  anxiety  and  conflict,”  said  Dr. 
Craig  Gilliam,  director  for  the  center. 

The  goals  of  the  workshop  are: 

to  leam  more  about  congregations  as 
emotional  and  spiritual  systems, 

to  develop  an  understanding  of  anxiety 
and  conflict  and  its  impact  on  individuals 
and  congregations, 

to  understand  our  unskilled  reactions  to 
conflict, 

to  develop  and  foster  skilled  responses, 

Jena,  from  page  1 

me  that  she  had  participated  in  a  number  of 
rallies  promoting  social  justice  throughout 
her  life.  She  was  very  kind  to  say  that  the 
people  of  Nolley  Memorial  had  been  truly 
welcoming  and  hospitable.  Her  observation 
from  other  such  events  was  that  she 
noticed  that  people  were  usually  either 
over-friendly  or  even  mad,”  said  Bullard. 

Another  woman  attending  the  rally 
appeared  to  be  “in  trouble”  as  she  stood  in 
the  church  parking  lot.  “She  was  a  diabetic, 
and  unfortunately,  she  had  forgotten  to  take 
her  medicine  that  morning.  We  started  talk¬ 
ing  with  her,  and  tried  to  make  her  com¬ 
fortable,”  said  Bullard.  “It  is  hard  to 
describe  the  feelings  we  had  that  day.  We 
blessed  our  visitors  and  they  blessed  us 
back.” 

Rev.  Darlene  Moore,  pastor  of  Camphor 
Memorial  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  traveled 
to  Jena  with  several  members  of  the  pre¬ 
dominantly  African  American  church  to 
participate  in  the  rally. 

“We  had  been  hearing  about  the  situa¬ 
tion,  and  the  church  had  even  collected 
money  for  the  defense  fund  (for  the  six 
teens),”  said  Moore,  who  added  that 
Camphor  Memorial  recently  held  a  com¬ 
munity  forum  at  the  church  to  discuss  the 
Jena  situation  along  with  other  justice  con¬ 
cerns. 

Moore  was  pleased  by  the  number  of 
people  attending  the  rally,  but  was  particu¬ 
larly  impressed  by  the  hundreds  of  college 
students  that  made  the  trip  to  Jena.  “I  visit¬ 
ed  with  a  group  of  young  people  from  a 
Memphis  college.  The  group,  which 
included  African  American  and  Caucasian 
students,  shared  with  me  their  deep  sorrow 
that  double  standards  for  races  still  exist  in 
2007.  They  all  said  that  they  felt  they  had 
to  come  because  they  feel  a  great  sense  of 
urgency  in  trying  to  effect  positive  change 
for  justice  in  our  country,”  said  Moore. 

A  24-year-old  African  American  woman 


techniques  and  strategies  to  conflict, 

to  be  a  partner  in  creating  systemic 
change. 

The  facilitator/guardian  of  the  experi¬ 
ence  is  Dr.  Gilliam,  who  has  worked  with 
many  congregations  and  clergy  caught  in 
anxiety  and  conflict. 

Participants  are  encouraged  to  RSVP  as 
soon  as  possible.  The  number  of  workshop 
participants  is  limited  to  afford  more  safe 
space,  time,  energy  and  focus  for  individ¬ 
ual  attention  and  conversations. 

The  cost  for  early  registration  is  $500, 
which  can  be  paid  in  two  budget  years.  To 
secure  the  early  registration,  a  $50  registra¬ 
tion  fee  is  due  by  Nov.  1,  2007.  After  Nov. 
1,  2007,  the  cost  is  $550. 

Mail  registration  and  deposit  to  The 
Center  for  Pastoral  Effectiveness, 

Louisiana  Conference,  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802.  All 
checks  are  made  payable  to  “Louisiana 
Conference.” 

If  more  information  is  needed,  please 
contact  Craig  Gilliam  at  (504)  250-4046,  e- 
mail  wcraiggilliam@hotmail.com  or  his 
assistant,  Linda  Gregg,  at  (225)  346-1646, 
e-mail  lgregg3@bellsouth.net 

who  graduated  from  Jena  high  also  spoke 
to  Moore.  “She  shared  with  me  that  she 
was  relieved  to  see  such  a  groundswell  of 
support  from  the  entire  nation.” 

Thursday’s  rally  in  Jena,  La.  was  not  the 
first  march  that  Moore  has  supported.  “I 
participated  in  a  march  in  Georgia  in  the 
late  1980’s  which  was  organized  by 
Bernice  King,  Martin  Luther  King’s  daugh¬ 
ter.  I’ve  always  lived  by  the  motto,  ‘If  you 
don’t  stand  for  something,  you’ll  fall  for 
anything.’  The  bottom  line  is  we  as 
Christians  cannot  stay  silent  in  situations 
that  impact  society  so  deeply.” 

Rev.  Charles  Hill  serves  as  chair  for  the 
Black  Methodists  for  Church  Renewal  in 
the  Louisiana  Conference.  Hill  has  been 
present  in  court  throughout  a  number  of  the 
proceedings  pertaining  to  this  case.  “I  have 
also  visited  members  of  the  black  commu¬ 
nity  in  Jena,  listening  to  their  concerns. 

With  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  other  church 
leaders,  we  plan  to  help  this  community 
heal,”  said  Hill. 

“I  think  it  says  a  lot  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Jena  stayed  open 
when  just  about  everything  else  was 
closed.  This  series  of  events  have  truly 
been  a  learning  experience  for  all  of  us,” 
he  added. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson, 
Episcopal  leader  for  the  Louisiana  area, 
said,  “We  have  all  been  in  prayer  for  the 
people  of  Jena  and  are  grateful  for  the 
peaceful  nature  of  the  march  on  Thursday. 
We,  the  United  Methodists,  have  been  in 
conversation  with  other  judicatory  leaders 
and  with  Jena  religious  and  civic  leaders. 

We  plan  to  gather  as  many  times  as  is  nec¬ 
essary  to  work  toward  justice  and  reconcil¬ 
iation.  The  situation  as  it  has  developed  is 
grievous.  We  are  all  committed  to  bringing 
God’s  call  to  justice  to  a  reality  and  seek 
the  prayers  of  our  sisters  and  brothers  in 
Christ  as  we  work  for  a  peace-filled  and 
just  resolution.” 


Slidell  Station,  from  page  1 

Organizations  contribute  financial 
resources,  volunteers,  housing,  construction 
materials  and  warehousing. 

Northshore  director  Dale  Kimball 
recently  returned  from  a  volunteer-recruit¬ 
ing  trip  to  six  states.  He  received  commit¬ 
ments  from  28  teams  in  addition  to  the 
three  long-term  volunteer  groups  who  re¬ 
signed  and  committed  to  send  volunteers 
each  week  for  the  next  calendar  year. 

“Volunteers  are  our  most  important 
resource,”  Kimball  said.  “We  must  contin¬ 
ue  recruiting  for  the  long  term.” 

Northshore  Disaster  Recovery  is  about 
more  than  rebuilding  homes.  “We  want  to 
rebuild  the  whole  community,”  said 
Kimball. 

A  new  partnership  with  Save  the 
Children  has  placed  mobile  homes  at  two 
FEMA  trailer  parks  in  St.  Tammany  Parish 
that  will  function  as  community  centers, 
with  after-school  programs,  tutoring  by 
high  school  students,  crisis  counseling  and 
an  array  of  other  services.  The  Mt.  Olive 
Soup  Kitchen  also  was  rebuilt  largely  with 
labor  arranged  through  Northside,  accord¬ 
ing  to  Kimball. 

The  station  “has  been  the  catalyst  to 
bring  the  resources  of  our  community 
together,”  said  Shirleen  Carter,  executive 
director  of  the  United  Way  serving  St. 
Tammany  Parish,  which  is  a  Northshore 
member. 

“After  a  few  months  (following 
Katrina),  it  was  evident  that  there  must  be 
an  organized  structure  in  place  to  bring  all 
the  resources  and  organizations  together  to 
meet  the  demands  of  the  long  haul,”  Carter 
added.  “It  takes  everyone  to  contribute  and 
at  the  end  of  the  day  the  results  have  been 
enormous  -  over  400  homes  rebuilt  and 
over  1 8,000  volunteers  from  around  the 
world.” 

Northshore ’s  work  is  consistent  with 
UMCOR’s  long-term  recovery  philosophy 
of  working  with  communities  to  take  own¬ 
ership  of  their  healing  long  after  a  disaster 
strikes.  The  case  management  model 


Above,  youth  from  Tigard  (Ore.)  United 
Methodist  Church  install  siding  in  July 
2006  at  the  home  of  Regina  Batiste  in 
Slidell,  La.  Left,  Dale  Kimball  visits  with 
Leona  Cousins  to  assess  the  progress  of 
repairs  to  her  Slidell,  La.  Kimball  is  direc¬ 
tor  of  Northshore  Disaster  Recovery  Inc., 
part  of  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Disaster  Recovery  Ministry  funded  by  the 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief.  A 
UMNS  file  photo  by  Mike  DuBose. 

implemented  by  the  station  and  others  in 
the  United  Methodist  Louisiana  Annual 
(regional)  Conference  is  considered  “best 
practice”  in  long-term  recovery  and 
emphasizes  family-by-family  problem 
solving,  with  a  caring  case  manager 
accompanying  each  family. 

The  station’s  mission  focuses  on  resi¬ 
dents  who  were  uninsured  or  under-insured 
and  whose  unmet  needs  are  not  covered  by 
other  relief  systems.  The  primary  focus  is 
on  people  living  in  FEMA  trailers,  the  eld¬ 
erly  and  those  most  at  risk  during  hurricane 
season. 

Those  involved  with  the  recovery  effort 
in  the  Slidell  area  acknowledge  that  the 
rebuilding  will  take  years.  Northshore 
Disaster  Recovery  continues  to  actively 
seek  funding,  volunteers  and  resources  to 
sustain  its  work. 

Project  funding  comes  from  private  and 
faith-based  donations  and  grants.  Grantor 
agencies  include  the  American  Red  Cross, 
The  Salvation  Army,  United  Way, 
AmeriCares,  Christian  Reformed  World 
Relief  Committee  and  Louisiana  Family 
Recovery  Corps.  A  recent  grant  from  the 
Rotary  Club  in  Little  Rock,  Ark.,  will  fund 
rebuilding  in  the  nearby  Lacombe  area. 

In  early  September,  Northshore  formal¬ 
ized  an  agreement  with  the  First  Church  of 
the  Nazarene  to  house  volunteer  teams,  and 
administrative  assistant  Pat  McQueen  is 
thrilled  with  the  arrangement.  “They  can 
house  up  to  50  volunteers  at  a  time,  with  a 
big  gymnasium,  showers  and  a  kitchen,” 
she  said. 

The  church  joins  a  long  list  of  other 
churches  who  are  housing  volunteers, 
including  Aldersgate  United  Methodist 
Church,  where  Northshore ’s  offices  are 
located. 

Carter  believes  Northshore  Disaster 
Recovery  can  serve  as  a  model  for  other 
long-term  responses.  “I  believe  because  of 
the  magnitude  of  this  disaster,  our  hands-on 
experience  will  serve  to  benefit  others 
across  the  United  States  and  the  world,” 
she  said. 
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President  of  Liberia  to  address  2008  United  Methodist  General  Conference 


BY  LINDA  BLOOM 

Ellen  Johnson 
Sirleaf,  the  president  of 
Liberia,  will  speak  to 
the  United  Methodist 
General  Conference 
during  its  meeting  next 
spring  in  Fort  Worth, 

Texas. 

Johnson  Sirleaf, 
who  is  a  United 
Methodist,  is  scheduled 
to  address  the  denomination’s  top  legisla¬ 
tive  body  on  April  28.  She  accepted  the 
invitation  to  speak  in  a  Sept.  8  letter  to  L. 
Fitzgerald  Reist  II,  secretary  of  the  General 
Conference. 

“As  a  strong  and  proud  Methodist  and 
in  recognition  of  the  work  that  the  United 
Methodist  Church  has  done  in  Liberia,  par¬ 


ticularly  in  providing  education  and  med¬ 
ical  services  to  our  rural  population,  I  am 
pleased  to  accept  and  look  forward  to  join¬ 
ing  you  in  Fort  Worth  on  that  day,”  she 
wrote. 

Johnson  Sirleaf  also  will  accept  the 
Bishop  James  K.  and  Eunice  Mathews 
Bridge-Building  Award  from  the  United 
Methodist  Commission  on  Christian  Unity 
and  Interreligious  Concerns. 

The  award  will  be  presented  during  an 
April  29  dinner  in  Fort  Worth  and  is  con¬ 
nected  with  the  agency’s  Bridges  of  Unity 
Endowment.  The  endowment  was  created 
as  a  way  of  developing  future  generations 
of  ecumenical  and  interfaith  leaders, 
according  to  the  Rev.  Larry  Pickens,  the 
commission’s  chief  executive. 

Johnson  Sirleaf  “has  worked  to  heal  her 
war-ravaged  nation”  through  dialogue  and 


community-building,  Pickens  noted,  mod¬ 
eling  “the  commitment  to  peace  and  com¬ 
munity  building”  that  symbolizes  the 
Mathews  and  their  lives. 

At  age  67,  Johnson  Sirleaf  became  the 
first  woman  elected  as  head  of  state  in 
modem  African  history  after  the  Liberian 
presidential  election  in  November  2005. 
The  Harvard-educated  economist  and  for¬ 
mer  World  Bank  official  is  an  active  mem¬ 
ber  of  First  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Monrovia,  the  capital,  and  spoke  of  her 
faith  several  times  during  her  Jan.  16  inau¬ 
gural  speech. 

Bishop  Peter  Weaver,  then  president  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops, 
presented  her  with  a  Bible  signed  by  the 
bishops  of  the  church.  First  lady  Laura 
Bush,  who  is  also  a  United  Methodist,  led 
the  U.S.  delegation  at  the  inaugural. 


In  a  January  interview  with  United 
Methodist  News  Service,  Johnson  Sirleaf 
praised  The  United  Methodist  Church’s 
contribution  to  the  peace  process  in 
Liberia,  which  was  tom  by  civil  wars 
beginning  in  1989  and  ending  in  2003. 

“The  church  has  just  been  instrumental 
in  promoting  peace,”  she  said.  “On  an  indi¬ 
vidual  basis,  those  who  go  to  church  for 
prayers  and  for  comfort  -  that  has  all  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  peace.  Our  nation  is  a  very 
religious  one,  so  the  church  has  played  a 
dominant  role.” 

Johnson  Sirleaf  said  United  Methodists 
in  the  United  States  and  elsewhere  “should 
recognize  the  important  role,  the  historical 
role,  (that)  The  United  Methodist  Church 
has  here  that  is  so  profound.  They  should 
know  that  fact  that  it  has  continued  and 
continues  to  grow  in  importance  and  in 
service  to  the  nation.” 


Johnson  Sirleaf 


McGregor  Leads  Spirituality  for  Kids  Workshop 


NASHVILLE, 

Tenn. — The  General 
Board  of  Discipleship’s 
Upper  Room 
Ministries  presents  a 
training  event  with 
Wynn  McGregor, 
author  of  “The  Way  of 
the  Child:  Helping 
Children  Experience 
God,”  Nov.  3,  2007, 

8:30  a.m.  -  4:30  p.m.  at  Gray  United 
Methodist  Church,  2201  Old  Bainbridge 
Road,  Tallahassee,  Fla. 

Designed  for  ages  6-11,  “The  Way  of 
the  Child,”  helps  children  develop  an  inti¬ 
mate,  personal  relationship  with  God  and 
provides  space  for  them  to  experience  and 
practice  spiritual  disciplines  that  will  nur¬ 
ture  their  relationship  with  God  for  a  life¬ 
time. 

“The  Way  of  the  Child”  involves  an 
early  incorporation  of  the  spiritual  disci¬ 
plines  or  habits  that  help  people  open 
themselves  to  God,”  said  McGregor  in  a 
recent  interview. 

The  training  targets  church  educators, 
pastors,  lay  leaders  working  with  children, 
decision-makers  on  Christian  education 


committees  and  volunteer  lay  people  who 
teach  children. 

“Introducing  children  to  spiritual  prac¬ 
tices  such  as  a  breath  prayer,  examen  and 
meditation  is  like  presenting  them  with  a 
gift — a  gift  that  can  be  opened  again  and 
again  throughout  their  lives,”  said  Linda 
Hiatt  of  Holy  Trinity  Episcopal  Church  in 
Greensboro,  N.C. 

Leaders  learn  to  use  the  resource,  partic¬ 
ipate  in  demo  sessions,  see  room  setup, 
lead  a  group  and  use  daily  exercises  that 
are  included  so  that  they  grow  spiritually  as 
they  work  with  children. 

“The  curriculum  is  meeting  a  deep  need 
in  their  [leaders’]  lives  as  they  reflect  on 
their  own  spirituality  and  enjoy  being  with 
the  children  in  a  different  way,”  Wynn  said. 
“If  we  want  a  world  transformed,  we  must 
begin  with  our  children,  helping  them 
know  the  power  of  divine  love  and  their 
own  role  as  instruments  of  life-giving  love 
to  others.” 

To  register  online  or  for  more  informa¬ 
tion  go  to  http://www.upperroom.org/com- 
panions/eventschild.asp,  or  contact  Janice 
Neely  atjneely@gbod.org;  (877)  899- 
2780,  ext.  1792.  Cost  is  $55. 


Wynn  McGregor 


Katrina-Rita  Golf  Tournament 


The  Katrina/Rita  Recovery  Golf  Tournament,  held  Oct.  1  at  The  Bluffs  in  St.  Francisville, 
raised  over  $20,000  that  will  be  used  to  assist  with  hurricane  recovery  efforts. 


Training  Event 


Marriage  Mentoring 


with  Drs.  Les  &  Leslie  Parrott 

and  Dr.  Tim  Clinton 


Can  you  imagine  giving  an  inheritance  to 
another  couple  a  couple  not  related  to  you? 


As  a  marriage  mentor,  you  pour  your  wisdom 
into  another  couple  who  has  not  yet  traveled 
the  distance  you  have  in  your  own  marriage. 
You'll  impart  an  invaluable  gift  that  this 
couple  would  never  receive  on  their  own. 


JOlIl  US  for  this  certificate  training 
course,  and  experience  one  of  the 
most  rewarding  activities  your 
marriage  will  ever  enjoy. 


Fee:  $  100/couple 

(includes  2  workbooks, 
certificate,  and  the  book 
Questions  Couples  Ask) 


The  Highway 

St. Timothy  UMC 

335  Asbury  Drive,  Mandeville,  LA 


To  register,  contact: 

Lylln  Brinkman  at(985)  626-3307  or  lbrinkman@sttimothyumc.org 
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Recovery  Corps  awards  $1  million  to  conference  for  home  repair  in  south  Louisiana 


Volunteer  Leslie  Deane  works  on  a  Louisiana  home  damaged  by  the  storms  of  2005. 
Deane  is  one  of  47,000  volunteers  who  have  assisted  with  the  United  Methodist 
disaster  recovery 


Baton  Rouge,  LA.  -  The  Louisiana 
Family  Recovery  Corps  announced  today 
that  it  has  awarded  $  1  million  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  of  theUnit  ed 
Methodist  Church  for  home  repairs  and 
assistance  with  household  appliances  and 
furniture  for  disaster-affected  households  in 
Calcasieu,  Cameron,  Terrebonne  and 
Vermilion  parishes. 

Earlier  this  year,  the  Recovery  Corps 
awarded  nearly  $800,000  to  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief,  or 
UMCOR,  for  home  repairs  in  Calcasieu 
and  Orleans  parishes.  A  total  of  nearly  $5 
million  has  been  allocated  by  the  Recovery 
Corps  this  year  to  organizations  across 
South  Louisiana  for  home  repairs,  fair 
housing  awareness,  landlord  and  home- 
owner  education  and  housing  search  and 
assistance. 

With  Recovery  Corps  funding,  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  will  identify 
a  minimum  of  60  households  currently 
backlogged  in  the  case  management  sys¬ 
tem  that  require  financial  assistance  in 
repairing  theirhurricane-damaged  homes 
and  equipping  their  homes  with  furniture 
or  appliances.  Each  qualified  household 
can  receive  up  to  $15,000  for  building 
materials  and  minor  repairs;  major  appli¬ 


ances  such  as  refrigerators,  stoves,  washers 
and  dryers;  and  furniture. 

“The  investment  in  Louisiana’s  disaster- 
impacted  families  through  the  United 
Methodist  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
for  home  repairs  and  household  appliances 
is  one  other  way  the  Recovery  Corps  is 
replenishing  what  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita  took  from  our  families.  These  needs 
aren’t  being  met  by  insurance  and  many 
other  programs,  so  continued  investments 
in  those  needs  are  critical  to  our  ongoing 
recovery,”  said  Raymond  A.  Jetson,  chief 
executive  officer  of  the  Recovery  Corps. 

“We  are  very  excited  that  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  of  the  United 
Methodist  Church  and  the  Louisiana 
Family  Recovery  Corps  could  partner  on 
home  repair  in  South  Louisiana.  We  are 
working  as  quickly  as  we  canto  get  fami¬ 
lies  that  are  backlogged  in  our  system  back 
in  their  homeswhere  they  belong.  Our 
partnership  with  theRecovery  Corps  will 
make  a  real  difference  in  the  lives  of  fami¬ 
lies, ’’said  Rev.  Darryl  Allen  Tate,  executive 
director  La.United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry. 

To  learn  more,  visit  www.recov- 
erycorps.org 
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Gammon  sets  founder's 
day  celebration 

Gammon  Theological  Seminary,  one  of 
the  constituent  seminaries  in  The 
Interdenominational  Theological  Center 
consortium  in  Atlanta,  Ga.,  will  celebrate 
its  124th  Founders’  Day  Oct.  8-10,  2007. 

U.S.  Rep.  James  Clybum  will  serve  as 
speaker  for  the  event.  Congressman 
Clybum  has  previously  served  as  an 
Educator-History  Teacher  and  a  South 
Carolina  Human  Affairs  Commissioner, 
1974-92.  He  was  elected  to  Congress 
from  the  6th  Congressional  District  of 
South  Carolina  in  1992.  He  has  served  as 
elected  Chair  of  the  Congressional  Black 
Caucusus-1999;  elected  Vice-Chair  of  the 
House  Democratic  Caucus-2002;  Elected 
Chair  of  House  Democratic  Caucus-2006 
and  elected  House  Majority  Whip  in  2007. 

Gammon,  founded  in  1883,  is  one  of  13 
United  Methodist  theological  schools  and 
the  only  historical  African-American  theo¬ 
logical  seminary  that  trains  persons  for 
Christian  related  vocations 

Dr.  Walter  H.  McKelvey,  President  of 
Gammon,  indicates  that  this  will  be  an 
informative  and  outstanding  event  for 
alumni  and  friends.  The  theme,  “Caring 
For  Community:  Commitment  to  God, 
Partnership  with  People,”  deals  with  nur¬ 
turing  spiritual  awareness  in  our  communi¬ 
ties  and  social  justice  issues  that  we  are 
facing  today  as  servant-leaders  and  public 
theologians.  Registration  is  $30  and  ban¬ 
quet  tickets  $60.  Contact  Madelyn 
Greene,(404)  581-0310  for  information. 
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(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


Contact  us  for  your  FREE  copy  of 

Guide  to  IRA 
Charitable  Rollovers. 
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Tax-Smart  Giving  Through 
Individual  Retirement  Accounts 
Ends  December  31 

If  you  are  over  age 
70  Vi,  the  Federal 
government  will  permit 
you  to  roll  over  your 
Required  Minimum  a 
Distribution  (up  to  jm 
$100,000)  from  your  IRA 
to  charity  without  tax, 
through  12/31/07. 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 


www.la-umc.org 

or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 

at  (225)  346-5193 
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Bishop  Felton  May  appointed  interim  head  of  Global  Minitries 


New  York,  NY, 
October  1 2  —  Bishop 
Felton  E.  May  comes 
to  the  position  of  inter¬ 
im  chief  executive  of 
the  General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries,  the 
mission  agency  of  The 
United  Methodist 
Church,  from  the  lead¬ 
ership  of  a  center 


Bishop  Felton  E.  May 


unique  among  the  mission  and  educational 
institutions  of  the  denomination. 

In  2004,  following  his  retirement  from 
the  active  episcopacy,  he  became  the 
founding  dean  of  the  Harry  R.  Kendall 
Science  and  Health  Mission  Center  at 
Philander  Smith  College,  Little  Rock, 
Arkansas,  a  United  Methodist-related  his¬ 
torically  black  college.  The  center  has  mul¬ 
tiple  relationships  with  the  mission  board. 

“To  have  Bishop  May  as  general  secre¬ 


tary  of  Global  Ministries  continues  and 
deepens  the  already  strong  ties  between  the 
board  and  Philander  Smith  College  and  its 
Kendall  Center,”  said  Bishop  Joel  N. 
Martinez  of  San  Antonio,  president  of  the 
mission  agency.  “We  thank  the  college  for 
lending  us  one  of  its  valued  faculty  mem¬ 
bers.” 

Dr.  Walter  Kimbrough,  Jr.,  president  of 
the  college,  said  that  the  “selection  of 

See  Bishop  May,  page  6 


Women  at  the  Well 


Women  Gathering  at  the 
Weil,  a  United  Methodist 
ministry  serving  the 
Grambling  campus,  is  one  of 
several  initiatives  funded  by 
Support  Action  Ministries 
grants  issued  by  the  La. 
Annual  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries.  Members 
of  the  organization  and 
guests  at  their  recent  lunch¬ 
eon  are  pictured  here. 


SAM  grant  sponsored  ministry  serves  Grambling 


Women  Gathering  at  the  Well,  a 
United  Methodist  ministry  serving  the 
Grambling  State  University  campus,  is 
one  of  several  initiatives  partially  funded 
by  Support  Action  Ministries  grants 
issued  by  the  La.  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries. 

The  objective  of  Women  Gathering  at 
the  Well  Ministries  is  to  empower  women 
of  all  ages,  races  and  backgrounds  to 
“draw  from  the  well”  in  their  spiritual 
development  through  worship,  informa¬ 


tional  workshops,  and  fellowship. 

The  ministry  has  grown  from  once-a- 
month  celebrations  to  regular,  weekly 
programs.  This  year's  keynote  event  was 
the  now  annual  “Sistergirlz"  celebration 
luncheon  and  vesper  service,  held  in 
March.  “Women  traveled  from  all  over 
the  state  to  be  with  us  at  the  luncheon 
and  fashion  show.  Over  85  women 
attended  the  event,  which  was  held  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Ruston,”  said  Rev.  Connie  Breaux,  direc¬ 


tor  of  the  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Grambling  and  sponsor  for  the  women’s 
ministry. 

During  the  luncheon,  22  women  from 
the  campus  and  community,  including 
displaced  residents  of  New  Orleans  and 
the  Gulf  area,  were  honored  for  their  con¬ 
tributions  to  others. 

The  evening  vesper,  also  held  at 
Trinity  UMC,  featured  evangelist  Jeanne 
Bell,  an  employee  of  Grambling. 

See  Women,  page  6 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"Temporarily  Available" 


I  am  constantly  amazed  at  the  com¬ 
plexity  of  technology  and  the  instruments 
that  connect  us  to  cyberspace.  1  also  am 
continually  frustrated  by  the  "minds  of 
their  own”  approach  any  of  these  electri¬ 
cal  puzzlements  force  on  us  mere  mor¬ 
tals.  It  seems  that  just  when  we  think  we 
have  something  figured  out,  the  machine 
decides  to  send  us  a  message  that  it  is  not 
willing  to  work  as  we  want  it  to!  Not 
only  that,  it  frequently  insults  us  with  lit¬ 
tle  flash  messages  that  indicate  we  are 
"stupid”  if  we  think  it  will  work  as  we 
wish. 

But  I  caught  my  desktop  marvel  in  a 
real  error  a  few  days  ago.  While  trying 
to  access  some  important  data,  the  fol¬ 
lowing  message  flashed  rudely  on  my 
screen:  "We’re  sorry.  The  service  you 
requested  is  temporarily  available.”  I 
read  it  again.  Yes,  the  word  that  was  in 
plain  view  was  “available.”  “Oh,  you 
wily  devil,”  I  thought.  “I’ve  caught  you 
in  an  embarrassing  mistake.  You  aren’t 
as  smart  as  you  might  pretend  to  be.  You 
don’t  even  know  the  difference  between 
"unavailable”  and  “available.” 

Since  then  my  desktop  has  found 
other  methods  to  taunt  and  frustrate  me. 
The  chief  frustration  is  that  it  has  now 
locked  me  out  of  the  internet  altogether, 
so  I  am  teaching  it  a  lesson  by  communi¬ 
cating  to  you  on  my  laptop!  I’m  not  cav¬ 
ing  in  to  this  ruse  masquerading  as  intel¬ 
ligence! 

I’ve  been  thinking  about  the  implica¬ 
tions  of  that  misstated  message  as  it 
might  relate  to  our  life  in  the  church.  I 
believe  we  might  resemble  that  remark! 

I  believe  we  might  just  be  guilty  of  say¬ 
ing  to  the  people  who  are  coming  to  our 
churches,  “We’re  sorry.  The  service  you 
requested  is  temporarily  available.”  We 
would  never  knowingly  say,  “The  service 
you  requested  is  temporarily  unavail¬ 
able,”  when  in  fact  that  might  be  a  much 
more  acceptable  position  for  us  to  occu¬ 
py  on  occasion.  No,  we  are  always  well- 
intentioned  and  even  committed  to  the 
belief  that  “the  Church  is  of  God,  and 
will  be  preserved  to  the  end  of  time.” 

We  believe  that  our  service  to  Christ,  to 
Christ’s  eternal  church,  and  to  Christ’s 
people  is  perpetual  and  should  be  unin¬ 
terrupted,  but  we  don’t  always  act  as 
such.  Sometimes  we  are  only  “temporar¬ 
ily  available,”  when  being  “temporarily 
unavailable”  would  be  much  more 
acceptable  and  would  cause  much  less 
pain. 

It  seems  that  the  back  doors  to  the 
church  are  much  larger  and  much  more 
open  than  are  the  entrance  doors!  If  that 
were  not  the  case,  would  we  be  losing 
thousands  of  members  yearly?  We  are 
taking  in  large  numbers  of  members 
annually,  most  of  who  have  a  true  desire 
to  know  more  of  Christ  and  who  want  to 
be  a  disciple  of  this  savior  who  has  given 
all  of  us  a  new  life.  And  when  we  take 
them  into  the  church,  we  have  the  best  of 
intentions  to  give  them  every  chance  to 
be  that  disciple  and  to  come  to  know 


Christ  in  a  much 
more  complete  fash¬ 
ion.  We  have  a  flur¬ 
ry  of  activity  around 
them,  welcome  then 
profusely,  even 
assign  them  a  “men¬ 
tor”  who  will  shep¬ 
herd  them  through 
the  maze  of  church 
politics,  social  struc¬ 
ture,  polity  structure 
and  the  like  and  who  will  help  them  on 
their  desired  journey.  And  for  a  while 
we  see  their  faces  and  we  try  and  incor¬ 
porate  them  into  our  existing  fellowships. 
But  then  slowly,  many  of  them  begin  to 
fade  from  the  scene  and  soon  they  are 
missing  altogether  and  before  we  know  it 
they  are  gone  forever. 

What  happened?  Well,  they  found 
that  large  and  easy  to  access  “EXIT” 
door  and  we  let  them  slip  through  it  and 
back  out  into  the  highways  and  byways. 
Was  that  intentional  on  our  part?  NO! 
But  the  fact  is  that  we  were  only  “tem¬ 
porarily  available”  when  they  were  new 
to  us  and  we  let  that  temporary  responsi¬ 
bility  fade  away  along  with  the  person(s) 
for  whom  we  were  responsible.  What 
were  we  so  busy  doing  that  we  let  them 
slip  from  us  as  well  as  from  their  desire 
to  follow  Christ  and  be  a  disciple  of  his? 
What  activity  was  more  important  than 
the  incorporation  of  a  new  “babe  in 
Christ”  into  our  church?  Why  are  we  so 
given  to  “temporary  availability”,  but 
challenged  by  “long-term  availability?” 

It’s  a  question  I  ponder  frequently. 

I  am  thankful  Jesus  promised,  “Lo,  I 
am  with  you  always.”  He  wasn’t  “tem¬ 
porarily  available.”  He  was  available  for 
eternity  -  never  wavering  in  his  commit¬ 
ment  to  and  love  for  us.  It  doesn’t  matter 
what  “EXIT”  door  might  attract  me  to 
walk  through  it,  Jesus  is  constantly  there 
bidding  me  to  reenter  into  fellowship  and 
service  to  and  with  him.  I  fully  believe 
that  as  we  become  more  Christ-like,  we 
too  will  be  able  to  say  to  those  who  are 
wandering  and  searching,  “I  am 
ALWAYS  available  to  you.  I  will  not  let 
you  go.  I  will  live  out  my  responsibility 
to  you  all  the  way  to  the  end  of  my 
days.” 

Prayerfully  we  will  begin  to  close 
some  of  those  EXIT  doors,  especially 
where  they  are  opened  by  our  own  fail¬ 
ures  to  be  faithful  to  our  calling  to  “love 
others  as  ourselves.”  What  a  beautiful 
journey  it  would  be  if  more  and  more 
were  joining  us  in  our  “going  up  to 
Jerusalem”  and  less  and  less  were  falling 
by  the  wayside.  If  we  were  less  “tem¬ 
porarily  available”  it  might  just  be  so! 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


New  United  Methodist  Women  leader  and  chief  executive  of  the  Women's  Division, 
Harriet  Olson,  addresses  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries. 


New  UMW  leader  likes 

STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  -  Harriett 
Olson  believes  that  personal  devotion  and  a 
call  to  action  is  a  good  mix. 

That  was  one  of  the  reasons  she  was 
attracted  to  United  Methodist  Women  and 
the  position  of  chief  executive  of  the 
Women’s  Division,  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  which  serves 
as  UMW’s  administrative  arm. 

Olson,  49,  who  was  unanimously  elect¬ 
ed  to  that  position  on  Aug.  1 7  by  the  divi¬ 
sion’s  board  of  directors,  began  her  new 
job  on  Sept.  4.  She  succeeded  Jan  Love, 
who  is  now  dean  of  the  Candler  School  of 
Theology  in  Atlanta. 

Her  election  was  confirmed  by  the 
entire  Board  of  Global  Ministries  during  its 
Oct.  8- 1 1  annual  meeting. 

The  New  Jersey  native  has  long  been  an 
active  church  volunteer,  despite  a  busy  law 
career.  After  graduating  from  Houghton 
College  in  New  York  in  1980  and  from 
Harvard  Law  School  in  1983,  she  joined 


mix  of  devotion,  action 

the  firm  of  Pitney,  Hardin,  Kipp  and  Szuch 
in  Morristown,  N.J.,  where  she  was  a  part¬ 
ner  in  the  real  estate  department  from 
1991-96. 

Olson  was  involved  in  a  number  of 
committees  and  activities  as  a  member  of 
Morristown  United  Methodist  Church  and 
the  denomination’s  New  Jersey  Annual 
(regional)  Conference,  including  four  years 
as  chairperson  of  the  Conference  Council 
on  Ministries.  On  the  international  church 
scene,  she  was  a  delegate  to  the  1988,  1992 
and  1996  General  Conferences  and  a  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship  from  1988-96. 

The  Morristown  church  was  one  of  five 
congregations  originally  supporting  the 
denomination’s  Russia  Initiative,  and  Olson 
was  able  to  visit  with  church  partners  there 
and  be  part  of  the  committee  responsible 
for  having  the  Disciple  Bible  Study  trans¬ 
lated  into  Russian. 
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Healthy  churches  need  healthy  leaders 


BY  DEBORAH  WHITE 


Dr.  Evelyn  Laycock  and  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson,  above,  will  serve  as  leaders 
for  the  North  La.  United  Christian  Ashram. 


Ashram  to  be  held 
in  Ruston  Jan.10-12 


The  33rd  annual  North  Louisiana 
United  Christian  Ashram  will  be  held  at 
Trinity  United  Methodist  Church  in  Ruston 
on  Jan.  10-12,  2008.  Rev.  Andy  Hurst, 
associate  pastor  at  Trinity  and  Malcolm 
Bass,  layman  from  McGuire  UMC  in  West 
Monroe  serve  as  co-directors  of  the 
Ashram. 

Primary  leadership  for  the  Ashram  is 
Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and  Dr. 
Evelyn  Laycock  from  Lake  Junaluska, 

N.C. 

Rev.  Jimmie  D.  Pyles,  former  Ruston 
District  Superintendent,  serves  as  General 
Secretary  of  the  United  Christian  Ashrams 
International.  The  Christian  Ashram  office 
is  housed  at  the  former  district  office  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Methodist  Children’s 
Home  in  Ruston.  Pyles  says  that  this 
year’s  Ashram  will  be  significant  in  the 
fact  that  Bishop  Hutchinson  is  serving  his 
last  year  as  our  resident  bishop 

This  year’s  Bible  teacher  is  the  much 
sought  after  Dr.  Evelyn  Laycock.  She 
holds  Masters  and  Doctor’s  degrees  from 
Emory  University  and  taught  at  Hiawassee 
College  for  35  years.  Two  of  the  books  she 
has  written  are  Awaken  the  Giants  and 
Echoes  of  Faith. 

Ministers  registered  for  the  Ashram  will 
receive  CEU  credits. 

The  Christian  Ashram  is  a  spiritual 
retreat  called  by  its  founder,  Dr.  E  Stanley 
Jones,  “A  vacation  with  God”.  There  are 
some  55  Ashrams  in  the  United  States  and 
many  overseas.  In  fact,  a  year-a-round 
Ashram  is  in  progress  in  some  dimension 
at  Sat  Tal  India  where  it  all  began  in  1930. 
Rev.  Pyles  was  in  India  two  years  ago  for 
the  75th  anniversary  of  the  original 
ashram.  He  will  be  going  to  Finland  and 
Sweden  to  connect  with  the  Ashrams  there. 
Most  recently,  Pyles  traveled  to  Chili. 


At  the  third  annual  National  Congregational  Health  Ministries  Conference,  participants 
take  a  10-minute  exercise  break. The  event,  held  Sept.  23-26  in  Wichita,  Kan.,  attracted 
165  United  Methodists  from  54  annual  (regional)  conferences  of  The  United  Methodist 
Church. The  gathering  was  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Deborah  White. 


WICHITA,  Kan.  (UMNS)  -  “If  you’re 
really  serious  about  serving  the  Lord,  you’d 
better  start  taking  care  of  yourself,”  Bishop 
Scott  Jones  told  health  ministry  leaders  at  a 
national  conference. 

“Empowering  Ministries  of  Health: 
Starting,  Implementing  and  Advancing” 
was  the  theme  of  the  third  annual  National 
Congregational  Health  Ministries 
Conference,  held  Sept.  23-26  at  the 
Spiritual  Life  Center  in  Wichita.  The  event 
was  sponsored  by  the  United  Methodist 
Board  of  Pension  and  Health  Benefits  and 
the  United  Methodist  Board  of  Global 
Ministries. 

The  conference  continued  a  growing 
emphasis  on  health  ministries  in  The 
United  Methodist  Church.  It  attracted  165 
United  Methodists  from  54  annual  (region¬ 
al)  conferences,  more  than  double  the 
attendance  at  the  2006  National 
Congregational  Health  Ministries 
Conference  in  Memphis,  Term.  Rev.  John 
Edd  Harper  and  Eleeva  Hilbun,  gathering 
information  for  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  were  in  attendance.  A  fourth 
annual  conference  is  planned  for  Sept.  2 1  - 
24,  2008,  at  Lake  Junaluska,  N.C. 

“We  have  got  to  figure  out  how  our 
churches  become  centers  of  healing  -  spiri¬ 
tual  and  physical,”  said  Jones,  who  leads 
the  denomination’s  Kansas  Area.  His  open¬ 
ing  keynote  address  laid  a  holistic  founda¬ 
tion  for  the  conference. 

After  reaching  a  point  of  exhaustion, 
Jones  said  he  started  paying  more  attention 
to  his  health.  Now  he  wears  a  pedometer  to 
count  his  steps,  brings  carrots  to  cabinet 
meetings  and  limits  his  caffeine  intake. 

Weaving  scriptures  and  personal  experi¬ 
ences,  several  other  speakers  joined  Jones 
in  emphasizing  that  self-care  for  leaders  is 
an  important  step  in  building  healthy  con¬ 
gregations.  Participants  also  toured  two 
health  ministries  in  Wichita  and  broke  into 
four  workshop  tracks  to  study  aspects  of 
health  ministries  including  planning,  evalu¬ 
ation,  teamwork,  communications,  coping 
with  stress  and  making  self-care  covenants. 

“The  challenge  is  to  get  healthy  our¬ 
selves,  to  pull  back  from  the  table,”  said 
the  Rev.  Embra  Jackson,  assistant  to 
Bishop  Hope  Morgan  Ward  of  Mississippi. 
Jackson,  Ward  and  600  clergy  members  in 
Mississippi  wear  pedometers  and  walk  sev¬ 
eral  miles  a  day  as  part  of  the  Amazing 
Pace  health  ministry. 

In  the  1 950s,  pastors  were  at  the  top  of 
the  health  charts,  Jackson  pointed  out. 

“Now  we’re  at  the  bottom,”  he  said.  “We 
need  to  get  well.  If  leaders  get  healthy  and 
well,  the  church  gets  healthy  and  well.” 

Kim  Moore,  president  of  the  United 
Methodist  Health  Ministry  Fund  in 
Hutchinson,  Kan.,  shared  his  personal 
struggles  to  stay  in  shape  -  such  as  lifting 
weights  before  a  physically  demanding 
mission  trip  and  walking  at  6  a.m.  instead 
of  sleeping  while  out  of  town  on  business. 

“We  increasingly  know  the  behaviors 
that  matter,  but  we  struggle  to  incorporate 
them  into  our  lives,”  Moore  said. 

The  literature  of  health  ministries  says 
“get  a  team,”  Moore  said.  “Too  many  peo¬ 
ple  believe  they  are  essential.  I  thought  I 


was  essential.  I  took  a  sabbatical  and  found 
that  my  colleagues  could  run  the  Health 
Ministry  Fund  without  me. 

“We’ve  got  to  get  this  attitude  into  the 
church:  I  am  valuable  but  not  essential.” 

During  his  presentation,  Moore  used  an 
exercise  DVD  to  lead  10  minutes  of  simple 
exercises.  The  DVD,  “Fuel  Up  and  Lift  Off 
LA,”  was  produced  by  the  California 
Department  of  Health  Services  to  demon¬ 
strate  how  to  fit  fitness  into  meetings. 

Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson  of  the 
church’s  Los  Angeles  Area  remarked  about 
the  growing  participation  in  the  health  min¬ 
istries  conference.  “To  see  how  it  has 
grown  over  the  last  three  years  is  truly 
amazing,”  she  said. 

She  told  stories  about  long-distance  tan¬ 
dem  bicycle  riding  adventures  with  her 
husband  to  illustrate  the  principles  of  good 
teamwork:  trusting  each  other,  handling 
conflict  in  a  healthy  manner,  building  com¬ 
mitment,  offering  accountability  and  priori¬ 
tizing  results. 

“Jesus  sends  disciples  two  by  two,” 
Swenson  said.  “It  models  the  partnership 
God  offers  us  through  Christ.  We  are  not 
alone.  ...  The  one  next  to  you  is  ready  to  go 
with  you  into  the  land  of  health,  wholeness 
and  holiness.” 

Bishop  Ward  said  the  health  conference 
is  an  invitation  to  go  forward  with  a  rule  of 
life.  “Our  rule  of  life  is  what  we  practically 
do,”  she  explained. 

For  example.  Ward  exercises  early  in 
the  morning.  But  it  took  her  quite  a  while 
to  put  this  practice  into  place  in  1995.  After 
exercising  -  somewhat  reluctantly  -  for  two 
months  with  her  husband,  she  finally  woke 
up  and  wanted  to  go.  Her  headaches  disap¬ 
peared.  “I  don’t  feel  well  if  I  don’t  exer¬ 
cise,”  she  said. 

“As  we  move  forward  in  health  min¬ 
istries,  we  will  engage  with  people  who 
want  to  be  well.  It’s  important  that  we  be 
rooted  and  grounded  -  and  with  strength 
that  comes  with  humility,”  Ward  said7 

Gunderson,  internationally  known  for 
his  work  in  faith  and  health,  outlined  the 
“leading  causes  of  life.”  He  stressed  that 
this  “language  of  life”  is  a  better  way  to 


communicate  about  congregational  health 
ministries  than  the  language  of  death. 

“Public  health  looks  for  unexpected 
pathology.  We  are  looking  for  unexpected 
vitality  and  how  you  get  more  of  it,”  he 
explained. 

He  defined  the  “leading  causes  of  life” 
as: 

Connection.  “A  small  congregation  is 
the  size  of  the  connection  that  causes  life.” 

Coherence.  “Congregations  can’t  help 
but  make  coherent  the  love  of  God  by 
showing  up.  That’s  the  health  power  that  is 
in  congregations.  It  makes  life  coherent 
when  you  are  falling  apart.” 

Agency  -  the  capacity  “to  do”;  making 
choices  that  matter  for  those  who  matter. 

Blessing  -  a  sense  of  connection  that  ties 
one  generation  to  the  next. 

Hope.  “Hope  chains  us  together  toward 
life.  We  live  out  of  our  expectations,  our 
hopes.” 

Gunderson  said  using  the  “leading  caus¬ 
es  of  life”  as  a  framework  helped  pastors  in 
Memphis  set  up  a  Congregational  Health 
Network  that  connects  church  members 
with  the  five  hospitals  in  the  Methodist  Le 
Bonheur  Healthcare  system. 

“The  whole  structure  is  to  make  sure  a 
person  is  held  in  a  web  of  intentional  com¬ 
passion,”  Gunderson  said. 

“Jesus  asked,  ‘Do  you  want  to  be 
healed?’  The  question  is  really  why  do  you 
want  to  be  well?”  Smith  said.  “Do  you 
have  a  reason  to  live?  Why  do  you  want  to 
be  healed?  What  is  it  that  gives  your  life 
meaning?  What  is  the  hope  you  have 
welling  up  inside  of  you?” 

Smith  said  people  served  by  health  min¬ 
istries  often  do  not  comply  with  guidelines 
for  taking  care  of  themselves.  “They  have 
no  reason  to  comply,”  he  suggested.  “You 
need  to  ask  the  question,  ‘Is  there  some¬ 
thing  more  important  to  you  -  than  fried 
chicken  or  drugs?’ ...  Jesus  entered  the 
scene  full  of  life  and  full  of  grace,  saying, 

‘I  have  a  reason.’ 

“Life  is  contagious.  It  spreads  from 
smile  to  smile,  from  tender  touch  to  tender 
touch.  If  you  want  to  live,  you  need  to  be 
around  folks  who  are  alive.” 
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Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church  celebrated  50  years  of  ministry  with  a  worship 
service  and  luncheon  held  April  22.  Pictured  at  the  event  were  Lavetta  "Sissie" 
Armistead,  charter  member;  Rev.  Dan  Tohline  and  his  wife;  back  row,  Revs.  Stuart 
Sherman,  Glenn  Foreman  and  Danny  Gleason.  Beth  Beltz,  Vernadine  Shouse  and  Julia 
Brooks,  creators  of  a  50th  anniversary  quilt,  are  shown  working  on  the  quilt  which  repli¬ 
cates  the  staned  glass  windows  in  the  church  sanctuary. 


Moss  Bluff  UMC 


Moss  Bluff  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Lake  Charles  district  celebrated  50 
years  of  ministry  with  a  special  worship 
service  and  catered  luncheon  held  April  22. 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  served 
as  guest  speaker  and  the  service  was 
attended  by  former  ministers  and  their  fam¬ 
ilies.  Local  dignitaries,  including  Sen. 
Willie  Mount,  were  also  in  attendance. 

During  the  luncheon,  guests  took  turns 
saying  a  “few  words,”  sharing  memories 
and  giving  praise  and  blessing  for  the  50th 
anniversary. 

On  Sept.  30,  the  Moss  Bluff  UMC 
United  Methodist  Women  hosted  an  event 
called  “50  Tablespoons  for  50  Years!” 

Fifty  different  dishes,  from  salads  to 
desserts,  were  created  and  those  attending 
were  invited  to  have  a  tablespoon  of  each 


dish.  Recipes  for  each  dish  were  available 
for  those  participating  in  the  taste  fair. 
United  Methodist  Women  from  other  area 
churches  were  honored  guests  at  this  event 
where  “a  good  time  was  had  by  all,  and  we 
all  left  stuffed  to  the  gills!” 

Moss  Bluff  UMC  also  celebrated  the 
completion  of  a  50th  Anniversary  Quilt  and 
had  a  special  service  earlier  in  the  year  to 
bless  and  consecrate  the  new  quilt.  The 
Celebrating  Committee,  which  commis¬ 
sioned  the  quilt,  was  delighted  to  find  three 
talented  women  from  the  congregation  to 
create  the  special  quilt.  Now  hanging 
above  the  sanctuary  doors,  the  quilt  repli¬ 
cates  the  stained  glass  windows  in  the 
sanctuary.  Beth  Beltz,  Vernadine  Shouse 
and  Julia  Brooks  spent  many  hours  of  love 
and  care  in  creating  the  work  of  art. 


First  UMC  Thibodeaux  holds  pumpkin  patch 


First  United  Methodist  Church, Thibodeaux  in  the  Acadiana  District  will  hold  its  annual 
Pumpkin  Patch  until  Oct.  31,  selling  pumpkins  and  offering  "Story  Time"  to  school  aged 
children.  Last  year,  over  5,200  children  were  entertained  by  the  storytelling. 


Bethany  UMC  -  New  Orleans 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in 
New  Orleans  is  culminating  their  year  long 
observance  of  their  50th  church  anniver¬ 
sary.  The  celebration  featured  monthly  spe¬ 
cial  events  building  up  to  an  1 1  a.m.  wor¬ 
ship  service  on  Oct.  28  in  the  church’s 
restored  sanctuary. 

Reverend  David  A.  Gilmore,  pastor  of 
Swope  Park  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Kansas  City,  Missouri,  will  be  the  keynote 
speaker  at  the  service.  Since  his  arrival,  in 
September  2000,  the  church  has  taken  360 
new  members,  making  Swope  Park  one  of 
the  fastest  growing  churches  in  the 
Missouri  Conference. 

Displaced  or  former  members,  friends 
and  the  general  public  are  invited  to  attend 
this  service. 

A  week  of  events  have  led  up  to  the 
worship  service  honoring  Bethany’s  50 
years  of  “Building  on  A  Firm  Foundation”. 
The  first  event  was  an  outreach  mission 


experience  on  Oct.  20  with  the  residents  of 
New  Orleans’  Iberville  Housing 
Development. 

Highlights  of  Bethany’s  eventful  history 
were  featured  Oct.  2 1  during  the  regular 
worship  service.  A  day  of  prayer  and  fast¬ 
ing  was  observed  by  the  membership  on 
Wednesday,  Oct.  24,  followed  by  evening 
Holy  Communion  at  the  church.  Charter 
members  and  former  pastors  will  be  hon¬ 
ored  at  a  dinner  Friday  evening,  and  the 
special  anniversary  service  will  be  held 
Sunday  morning. 

Additional  information  about  Bethany 
UMC  may  be  obtained  by  calling  (504) 
324-5057,  emailing  bethany4533@aol.com 
or  visiting  the  website  at 
http://www.bethanyumcneworleans.org. 
Chairperson  for  the  anniversary  is  Lucretia 
C.  Merriman.  Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards  is 
the  senior  pastor. 


Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans  celebrates  50  years  of  ministry  at  an 
1 1  a.m.  worship  service  on  Oct.  28  in  the  church’s  restored  sanctuary.  A  jazz  band  from 
a  charter  middle  school  in  the  city  was  part  of  the  church's  rededication  a  year  ago. 
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Members  of  the  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church,  Bossier  City  youth  group  are  pictured 
during  the  group's  second  annual  Fear  Factor/Faith  Factor  Event  held  Sept.  9.  Children 
of  the  church  are  shown  off  loading  3,000  pumpkins  for  their  annual  pumpkin  patch. 


Asbury  UMC  -  Bossier  City 


Asbury  United  Methodist  Church, 
Bossier  City  in  the  Shreveport  District 
sponsored  its  second  annual  Fear 
Factor/Faith  Factor  Event  held  Sept.  9  at 
the  church. 

For  the  last  two  years,  members  of 
Asbury’s  youth  group  have  competed  in 
fun,  challenging  and  crazy  games.  Over  75 
youth  and  adult  counselors  lead  competi¬ 
tions  including  the  Food  Bag  Relay,  Trust 
Fall,  Slip  ‘n  Slide,  Bobbing  for  Mackerel, 
and  Cheetos  Face. 

The  event  is  designed  around  communi¬ 
ty  and  team  building  activities  that 


“stretch”  youth  out  of  their  comfort  zones, 
expanding  their  faith  in  a  fun  and  friendly 
way. 

A  team  comprised  of  senior  high  youth 
were  the  winners  of  this  year’s  event. 

The  church  also  held  its  annual  mission 
pumpkin  patch  unloading  while  celebrating 
the  church's  18th  Birthday  on  Sept.  30. 
Approximately  3,000  pumpkins  were 
unloaded  that  day.  Storytelling  is  offered 
daily  to  local  school  children  when  they 
visit  the  patch,  which  will  be  open  through¬ 
out  the  month  of  October.  Proceeds  go  to 
support  Asbury  UMC's  mission  projects. 


Broadmoor  UMC 

Broadmoor 
United  Methodist 
Church  in 

Shreveport  will  offer 
a  lectionary  work¬ 
shop  featuring  Dr. 

Brent  Strawn,  asso¬ 
ciate  professor  of 
Old  Testament  at 
Candler  School  of 
Theology,  on  Nov.  5 
from  10  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 

Clergy  can  "jumpstart"  their  sermon 
preparation  as  Brent  offers  insight  into 
some  of  the  texts  for  the  coming  months. 


-  Shreveport 

He  will  focus  on  Hebrew  Scriptures  but 
plans  to  get  everyone  thinking  "cross-testa- 
mentally"  about  the  lections. 

Cost  for  the  event  is  $15,  which 
includes  lunch.  To  register,  call  Julie 
Stafford  at  (318)  861-0586  or  e-mail 
Julie@broadmoorumc.org. 

Also  for  clergy  and  laity,  Strawn  will 
lead  sessions  on  "The  Anatomy  of  the 
Soul:  Reading  and  Praying  the  Book  of 
Psalms"  on  Sunday  and  Monday  evenings, 
Nov.  4  and  5  at  Broadmoor  UMC.  The  ses¬ 
sions  will  be  "Psalms  for  when  Life  is 
Perfect,"  "Psalms  for  when  Life  is  Out  of 
Control,"  "Psalms  for  New  Life  Restored” 


Dr.  Brent  Strawn 


Bayou  Blue  UMC  -  Houma 


Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Houma  is  attacking  the  art  world  full 
force,  spurred  on  by  pastor  Rev.  Jeff  Duke 
and  church  member  Joyce  Blanchard,  both 
professional  artists.  Approximately  10  men 
and  women  are  taking  bi-weekly  oil  paint¬ 


ing  classes  in  the  Fellowship  Hall  under 
the  tutelage  of  Duke  and  Blanchard 

Each  day  of  art  class  is  spent  with  a  lot 
of  laughter,  praise,  a  little  criticism  here 
and  there,  and  sometimes  a  light  lunch. 
The  church  is  in  the  Acadiana  District. 


Members  of  Bayou  Blue  United  Methodist  Church  enjoy  bi-weekly  oil  painting  classes  in 
the  church's  Fellowship  Hall. The  classes  are  led  by  church  pastor  Rev.  Jeff  Duke  and 
church  member  Joyce  Blanchard,  both  professional  artists. 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Baton  Rouge  recently  offered  a  class  in  personal  finance 
education  to  the  church's  custodial  staff. The  course  was  led  by  Kay  Martin,  back  row 
left,  and  Blaine  Grimes,  back  row,  third  from  the  right. 


First  UMC  -  Baton 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  Baton 
Rouge  recently  offered  a  class  in  personal 
finance  education  to  members  of  the 
church’s  custodial  staff.  The  course,  enti¬ 
tled  “Money  Smart,”  was  led  by  Kay 
Martin,  a  financial  advisor,  and  Blaine 
Grimes,  the  Financial  Education 
Coordinator  at  Campus  Federal  Credit 
Union  in  Baton  Rouge.  Grimes  has  taught 
this  course  to  a  number  of  different  groups 
several  times,  including  Louisiana  State 
University  staff. 

The  FDIC  “Money  Smart”  program 
covers  ten  financial  topics,  including  open¬ 


Rouge 

ing  and  reconciling  bank  accounts,  obtain¬ 
ing  loans  and  credit  cards  (reading  the  fine 
print),  and  requesting  and  understanding 
credit  reports.  The  instructors  encourage 
the  students  to  share  the  financial  knowl¬ 
edge  they  have  gained  from  the  class  with 
other  people  they  know. 

In  one  of  the  first  classes,  Grimes 
taught  that  in  personal  finance  it  is  not  how 
much  you  have,  but  what  you  do  with  what 
you  have.  Martin  met  with  class  partici¬ 
pants  individually  many  times  before  class 
on  personal  finance  and  budgeting. 
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Bishop  May,  from  page  1 

Bishop  May  is  very  important  for 
Philander  Smith  and  for  all  of  the  histori¬ 
cally  black  colleges  and  universities  affili¬ 
ated  with  the  church.  Bishop  May’s  wrork 
is  known  internationally  and  has  had  a 
tremendous  impact  on  the  church.” 

Bishop  May,  who  retired  three  years 
ago  as  presiding  bishop  of  the  Baltimore- 
Washington  Annual  (regional)  Conference, 
was  elected  interim  general  secretary  of  the 
global  mission  board  on  October  9.  He  was 
introduced  to  and  greeted  the  staff  of  the 
agency  headquartered  in  New  York  City  on 
October  1 1.  He  thanked  the  staff  for  its 
energy  and  enthusiasm  and  challenged  all 
employees  of  the  board  to  continue  to 
“give  life  and  lift”  to  global  mission. 

The  facilities  of  the  Harry  R.  Kendall 
Science  and  Health  Mission  Center  at 
Philander  Smith  College  were  built  in  large 
part  with  a  grant  from  an  endowed  fund 
managed  by  the  mission  board.  The 
Kendall  fund,  named  for  an  insurance  com¬ 
pany  founder,  provides  grants  for  health 
services  and  training  beneficial  to  African 
Americans. 

The  work  of  the  center  has  college- 
based,  community,  national,  and  interna¬ 
tional  components.  It  is  an  integral  part  of 
the  college's  program,  relating  to  the 
Division  of  Natural  and  Physical  Sciences. 
It  promotes  health  and  allied  vocations  and 
encourages  in  academic  settings  and  the 
community  the  connection  betw  een  healthy 
minds,  bodies,  and  spirits. 

Global  health  is  an  emerging  priority  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  The 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries  has 
decades  of  service  in  the  health  arena  both 
in  the  United  States  and  around  the  world. 

The  Kendall  Center  is  part  of  a  consor¬ 
tium  of  historically  black  colleges  that 
works  with  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  in  addressing  alcohol  and  drug 
abuse  and  addiction  prevention  among  col¬ 
lege  students.  This  consortium  is  part  of  the 
United  Methodist  Special  Program  on 
Substance  Abuse  and  Related  Violence 
(SPSARV).  Bishop  May  laid  the  founda¬ 
tions  for  the  program  while  on  special 
assignment  by  the  Council  of  Bishops  in 
the  early  1 990s. 

Kendall  also  relates  to  the  Memphis 
Methodist  Hospital  system  and  to  the 
health  care  division  of  Africa  University,  a 
United  Methodist-related  institution  in 
Zimbabwe  with  students  enrolled  from  26 

Women,  from  page  7 

Other  events  held  during  the  ministry’s 
“keynote”  week  included  the  walking  of 
the  “Eagle  Crest  Labyrinth'’;  workshops  on 
health  and  budgeting  money;  and  a 
women’s  convocation  held  at  the  T.  H. 
Harris  Auditorium  on  campus.  “Luberba 
Meyers,  former  La.  Annual  Conference 
UMW  president,  spoke  to  over  2,000 
young  women  and  men  at  this  exciting 
event,”  said  Breaux.  . 

Women  Gathering  at  the  Well  also 
sponsors  a  luncheon  and  theological  book 
review  every  fall  and  spring  semester.  The 
United  Methodist  College  and  Teen  United 
Methodist  Women's  unit  is  a  very  active 
outreach  of  “the  Well.”  In  October,  the 
group  observed  Breast  Cancer  Awareness 
Month  by  helping  to  sponsor  a  walk  for 
cancer  prevention.  A  favorite  outreach 
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Global  Ministries  board  dismisses  chief  executive 


STAMFORD,  Conn.  (UMNS)  - 
Directors  of  the  United  Methodist  Board 
of  Global  Ministries  have  abruptly  dis¬ 
missed  the  mission  agency’s  chief  exec¬ 
utive. 

The  decision  not  to  re-nominate  the 
Rev.  R.  Randy  Day  came  Oct.  9  upon 
recommendation  from  the  board’s  per¬ 
sonnel  committee  during  the  board’s 
annual  meeting  in  Stamford.  The  dis¬ 
missal  was  effective  that  day. 

Directors  then  approved  the  appoint¬ 
ment  of  an  interim  chief  executive,  and 
retired  United  Methodist  Bishop  Felton 
May  immediately  filled  that  role. 

Day,  who  took  office  Jan.  1,  2003, 
had  led  the  Board  of  Global  Ministries 
for  nearly  five  years.  He  was  nominated 
by  a  search  committee  led  by  Bishop 
Joel  Martinez  of  San  Antonio,  currently 
the  board’s  president,  and  elected  during 
the  October  2002  annual  meeting. 

In  a  statement  issued  Oct.  10  by  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  Martinez 
said  the  decision  “does  not  diminish  our 
appreciation  for  the  many  talents  and 
skills  of  Randy  Day  but  indicates  that 
directors  are  looking  for  a  different  style 
of  administrative  leadership  to  take  us 
into  the  future.” 

Before  becoming  chief  executive, 
Day  had  served  for  two  years  as  the 
agency’s  staff  executive  in  charge  of 


evangelism  and  church  growth.  He  is  a 
clergy  member  of  the  denomination’s 
New  York  Annual  (regional) 

Conference. 

At  the  time  he  assumed  office,  the 
mission  agency  had  suffered  through 
staff  layoffs,  program  cuts  and  a  reduced 
budget.  At  this  month’s  meeting,  board 
treasurer  Roland  Fernandez,  reported 
that  operating  expenses,  both  in  2006 
and  the  first  eight  months  of  2007,  were 
the  lowest  in  several  years  and  that  an 
operating  surplus  -  $2.9  million  in  2006 
-  had  occurred  “for  the  first  time  in 
many  years.” 

Martinez  acknowledged  Day’s  “ener¬ 
getic  service”  to  the  board  and  the  fact 
that  he  “made  many  new  friends  for 
mission  and  strengthened  mission  part¬ 
nerships  around  the  globe.” 

May,  a  former  vice  president  of  the 
Board  of  Global  Ministries,  currently  is 
affiliated  with  United  Methodist-related 
Philander  Smith  College  in  Little  Rock, 
Ark.,  where  he  serves  as  dean  of  the 
Harry  R.  Kendall  Science  and  Health 
Mission  Center.  He  also  is  chairman  of 
the  United  Methodist  Holistic  Africa 
emphasis. 

A  search  committee  for  a  permanent 
replacement  for  Day  has  been  named 
according  to  Martinez. 


Women  well  represented  among  delegates 


African  countries.  Bishop  May,  along  with 
his  wife,  Phyllis,  has  traveled  extensively 
in  Africa  and  is  a  member  of  the  board  of 
directors  of  the  university. 

Speaking  of  Bishop  May  and  the 
Kendall  Center,  President  Kimbrough  of 
Philander  Smith  said,  "All  of  us,  especially 
our  students,  have  benefited  from  his  expe¬ 
rience  and  connections  that  have  enabled 
us  to  build  credible  programs  related  to 
health,  link  our  students  to  internships  with 
Methodist  health  care  institutions,  and 
facilitate  the  matriculation  of  students  from 
the  Congo  in  the  college. 

Felton  Edwin  May  was  bom  in  1935 
and  grew  up  in  Chicago,  Illinois.  He 
received  the  Bachelor  of  Arts  degree  from 
Judson  College  in  1961  and  held  pastorates 
in  the  Northern  Illinois  Conference  follow¬ 
ing  his  ordination  as  deacon.  He  transferred 
to  the  then  Peninsula  Conference  in  1968 
and  in  1970s  received  the  Bachelor  of 
Divinity  degree  from  Crozer  Theological 
Seminary,  then  located  near  Chester, 
Pennsylvania,  and  now  merged  to  form  the 
Colgate  Rochester  Crozer  Divinity  School 
in  Rochester,  New  York. 

He  was  superintendent  of  the  Easton 
District  of  the  Delaware-Peninsula 
Conference  from  1975  to  1981  and  director 
of  the  conference  council  for  three  years, 
until  he  was  elected  to  the  episcopacy  in 
1 984  by  the  Northeastern  Jurisdiction  of 
The  United  Methodist  Church.  Bishop  May 
initially  served  the  Harrisburg  (PA)  Area  of 
the  denomination.  He  retired  in  2004  from 
the  Baltimore-Washington  Area. 

During  the  years  of  his  episcopal  serv¬ 
ice,  Bishop  May  was  instrumental  in 
organizing  Communities  of  Shalom,  a  pro¬ 
gram  of  community  building  that  emerged 
from  the  violent  response  to  the  acquittal  of 
police  officers  caught  on  film  beating 
motorist  Rodney  King  while  in  police  cus¬ 
tody. 

The  bishop  is  a  former  director  and  vice 
president  of  the  General  Board  of  Global 
Ministries  and  has  held  many  offices  with¬ 
in  The  United  Methodist  Church.  He  has 
been  a  trustee  of  American  University  in 
Washington,  DC,  and  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  Governors  of  Wesley  Theological 
Seminary,  also  in  the  nation’s  capital. 

He  has  also  held  numerous  civic  posts, 
including  in  1 999  the  White  House 
Presidential  Mission  on  Children  Orphaned 
by  AIDS  in  Sub-Saharan  Africa. 


known  as  the  “Prayer  Pillow  Project”  pro¬ 
vided  over  10  handmade  pillow  sets  given 
to  cancer  survivors  and  families  who  have 
lost  a  loved  one  to  the  disease.  “We  also 
presented  Beverly  Johnson,  who  fled  New 
Orleans  and  is  now  is  a  resident  of  Ruston, 
with  one  of  these  beautiful  prayer  pillow 
sets.  Beverly  not  only  endured  the  trauma 
of  Hurricane  Katrina,  but  she  is  a  cancer 
survivor,”  said  Breaux. 

The  circle  is  also  involved  in  the  prison 
fellowship  Angel  Tree  ministry,  and  hosts 
monthly  parties  at  the  Alpine  Guest  Care 
Center  for  the  elderly. 

An  outgrowth  of  “the  Well”  has  been 
the  development  of  a  group  known  as  Men 
of  Integrity,  a  ministry  for  college  men 
who  mentor  younger  men  who  are  at-risk. 

Bible  studies  and  workshops  are  just  a 
few  of  the  regular  endeavors  of  the  group. 


An  analysis  of  the  gender  distribution  of 
general  and  jurisdictional  conference  dele¬ 
gates  from  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction  is 
included  in  the  current  edition  of  The 
Flyer,  a  publication  of  the  General 
Commission  on  the  Status  and  Role  of 
Women. 

Laywomen  comprise  47%  of  the  2008 
General  Conference  lay  delegates  in  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction.  Women  lead 
the  lay  delegations  in  6  of  the  15  confer¬ 
ences  (40%).  Eight  of  the  1 5  conferences 
have  50%  or  more  laywomen  in  their  dele¬ 
gation.  Women  are  the  majority  group  for 
U.S.  laity  with  57%  of  United  Methodist 
church  members.  Some  would  emphasize 
that  we  need  to  reach  the  57%  mark  for 
women  lay  delegates.  Yet,  others  empha¬ 
size  that  reaching  the  50%  mark  provides 


ample  opportunity  for  strong  representation 
and  embodies  a  healthy  balance  in  church 
leadership. 

In  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  cler- 
gywomen  comprise  31%  of  the  General 
Conference  delegate  positions.  In  5  of  1 5 
(33.3%)  conferences,  clergywomen  were 
elected  to  lead  their  clergy  delegations. 
Nationally,  the  percentage  of  clergywomen 
Elders  and  Deacons  among  those  in  active 
status  is  25.7%. 

More  clergywomen  delegates  (26.1%) 
than  clergymen  delegates  ( 1 9.6%)  are  serv¬ 
ing  as  District  Superintendents.  For 
General  Conference  delegates  in  the  South 
Central  Jurisdiction,  30%  of  the  clergy¬ 
women  and  15.7%  of  clergymen  are  serv¬ 
ing  in  positions  beyond  the  local  church 
and  not  as  District  Superintendents. 


SAM  grant  applications  due 


Support  Action  Ministries  (SAM) 
grants  are  provided  through  the  confer¬ 
ence  Board  of  Global  Ministries,  and  are 
available  to  provide  a  portion  of  the  ini¬ 
tial  funding  needed  for  a  local  church  to 
establish  a  new  mission  project.  Priority 
for  SAM  grant  funding  will  be  given  to 
local  church  sponsored  mission  projects 
or  outreach  ministries  in  their  local  com¬ 
munities,  local  church  youth  or  chil¬ 
dren’s  programs,  and  salary  supplements 
for  mission  project  staff. 

Grants  are  available  in  the  amount  of 
$3,000  annually,  and  reapplication  is 
possible  for  up  to  three  years. 

Current  SAM  grant  recipients  are: 


Women  at  the  Well  ministries,  an 
outreach  ministry  for  college  women  of 
Grambling/Ruston;  Clanton  Chapel 
UMC  preschool,  a  free  program  for 
Native  American  children  in  the  Dulac 
area;  Vietnamese  Outreach  Ministry 
Project  of  Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton 
Rouge;  and  Asian  Chinese  College 
Student  Ministry  of  Trinity  UMC  in 
Ruston  for  Tech/Grambling  students. 

To  request  a  SAM  grant  application, 
contact  Rachel  Scott  at  (318)  797-8721 
or  scottrl@bellsouth.net.  The  deadline 
for  applications  for  2008  grants  is  Nov. 
30,  2007. 
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2008  VBS  curriculum  preview  slated  Jan.  1 2 


It’s  that  time  of  year  again.  Fail  is  final¬ 
ly  in  the  air.  Football  season  is  well  under¬ 
way.  Churches  have  received  their  pump¬ 
kins.  Choirs  are  beginning  to  work  on 
music  for  the  Christmas  season.  Yes,  it’s 
time  to  think  about  Vacation  Bible  School. 
No,  that  can’t  be  right.  You  can’t  be  think¬ 
ing  about  Vacation  Bible  School  already. 
Vacation  Bible  school  is  more  than  9 
months  away,  but  it  is  time  to  begin  think¬ 
ing  about  it.  Most  major  publishing  houses 
will  have  their  materials  available  in 
November  or  December,  and  then  the  seri¬ 
ous  selection  of  a  curriculum  for  summer 
will  begin. 

One  of  the  most  effective,  if  not  the 
most  effective  strategy,  the  church  has  in 
attracting  new  members  is  an  enjoyable 
and  educational  Vacation  Bible  school.  So 
the  decision  about  what  curriculum  to 
choose  is  vital  to  a  church.  What  are  some 
of  the  things  that  you  and  your  local  church 
consider  when  choosing  a  VBS  curricu¬ 
lum?  Is  it  the  quality  of  the  music?  Is  it 
the  content  of  the  Bible  stories?  Is  it  the 
missional  or  outreach  program  of  the  cur¬ 
riculum?  Whatever  your  selection  criteria, 
the  choices  become  more  difficult  each 
year  with  the  addition  of  more  and  more 
resources.  Not  only  is  the  selection  greater, 
but  so  is  the  price.  Starter  or  review  kits 
range  from  75  -  200  dollars. 

This  year  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  will  sponsor,  with  the  help  of 
many  of  the  local  United  Methodist 
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churches,  a  Vacation  Bible  school  preview. 
This  preview  will  be  January  12,  2008  at 
the  Wesley  Center  in  Woodworth,  La.  The 
registration  will  begin  at  8:30  a.m.  and  the 
program  will  begin  at  9:15  a.m.  and  last 
until  3  p.m.  Cost  of  registration  is  $15.00 
per  person,  and  lunch  is  included  in  the 
cost  of  registration.  The  preview  will  give 
you  an  opportunity  to  preview  eight  differ¬ 
ent  VBS  curriculums,  each  of  which  will 
be  presented  by  a  local  church.  The 
“experts”  will  tell  you  what  to  expect  and 
look  out  for  from  each  of  the  curricula. 
Cokesbury  bookstore  will  also  be  on  hand 
with  Children’s  ministry  resources,  as  well 
allowing  you  to  order  the  curriculum  you 
select. 

The  preview  will  give  you  an  opportuni¬ 
ty  to  network  with  other  local  churches  that 
your  church  could  partner  with,  making 
resources  last  longer  and  go  farther. 

Smaller  churches  can  meet  one  another  and 
join  forces.  Larger  churches  can  work  with 
churches  that  haven’t  conducted  VBS 
recently  to  assist  them  in  reigniting  VBS. 
This  is  a  great  opportunity  to  gather  and 
leam  more  about  Vacation  Bible  school 
2008.  Registration  materials  are  included 
in  this  edition  of  LaNow!.  Registration 
scholarships  are  available  for  churches 
based  on  need.  For  more  information  con¬ 
tact  Rev.  Dawn  Young,  Conference 
Director  of  Christian  Education,  318-458- 
5860  or  deacondawn@earthlink.net . 


Preview  of  VBS  Curriculum 
Jan.  12,  2008 
8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Wesley  CenterWoodworth,  La. 

This  year,  the  Annual  Conference  will  sponsor  a  pre¬ 
view  of  the  eight  most  popular  Vacation  Bible  School  curricula 
offered  by  the  major  publishing  houses.  This  will  include 
Cokesbury,  Lifeway,  Group,  and  Augsburg  Fortress  .  You  will 
have  an  opportunity  to  view  a  presentation  of  each  curricu¬ 
lum  and  hear  from  a  local  church  representative  about  the 
pros  and  cons  of  each  curriculum.  The  Cokesbury  store  will 
be  on  hand  to  order  curriculum  and  an  opportunity  to  browse 
through  their  store.  Registration  is  $15  dollars  per  person 
and  includes  lunch.  For  more  information  contact  Rev.  Dawn 
Young,  (318)  458-5860  or  deacondawnCa), earthlink.net 


Name 


District 


Home  Church 


Mailing  Address 


Phone  number  where  you  can  be  reached 


Held  at  the  Wesley  Center, 

A  Center  for  Spirit  uai  Renewal  in  Wood  wort  h 


JC« 


Matthew  14:27 

^  But  Jesus  immediately  said  to  them:  ^ 

"Take  courage!  It  is  I.  Don't  be  afraid." 


Our  topic  is  an  examination  of 

Matthew  14:27 


Retreat  #1  November  2nd  --  4th,  2007 


or 


Retreat  #2  November  9th  -11,  2007 
EVENT  FEE:  $  75.00  Per  Person 
Deadline  for  BOTH  events:  -  October  26th,  2007. 

Limited  space  for  each  retreat. 

Registrations  (INCLUDES  APPLICATION  &  PAYMENT)  will  be  accepted  on  a  first  come,  first 
served  basis.  Space  may  fill  before  the  deadline  so  be  sure  to  regis  ter  early . 
Registrations/Chan  ges  after  the  deadline  w  bB  accepted  o  n  a  space  available  basis  onl  y 
and  will  be  assessed  a  $25.00  late  fee. 


For  Forms/Info  or  to  Register  Online. 
Go  to:  www.la-umc.org/youth 


New  Lay  Minister  position  created 


Pastors  are  not  the  only  people  called  to 
ministry.  Some  are  not  called  to  be 
ordained  clergy,  but  wish  to  minister  as 
laity  in  more  than  a  volunteer  role.  All  of 
us  are  called  to  serve  in  a  variety  of  ways. 

A  new  ministerial  position  -  the  certi¬ 
fied  lay  minister  (CLM)  -  was  created  at 
General  Conference  2004.  It  is  a  next  step 
for  Certified  Lay  Speakers  that  are  called 
into  a  deeper  involvement  in  ministry. 

Some  may  be  called  to  serve  as  a  lay  sup¬ 
ply  pastor.  Others  may  be  called  to  serve 
in  a  supporting  ministerial  role  to  the 
appointed  pastor  -  as  a  general  assistant  to 
the  pastor  in  all  areas  or  in  a  specific  min¬ 
istry  such  as  youth,  education,  music,  etc. 
We  already  have  many  lay  persons  serving 
in  these  roles.  The  CLM  training  can  be  an 
opportunity  to  gain  knowledge  on  how  to 
be  a  better  minister  in  whichever  area  is 
being  served. 


In  2007,  the  CLM  Committee  is  work¬ 
ing  on  informing  the  conference  member¬ 
ship  of  this  new  position.  Your  district 
superintendent  will  be  briefly  covering  the 
CLM  program  at  charge  conferences  this 
year.  Specifics  of  how  to  become  a  CLM 
will  be  determined  in  2008,  though  the 
coursework  modules  are  now  available 
from  the  Upper  Room  Bookstore. 

Currently,  the  CLM  committee  is  trying 
to  determine  the  level  of  interest  that  exists 
in  our  conference  for  training  for  such  a 
position. 

More  information  can  be  found  at 
<http://www.layministry.org/>.  If  you  are 
interested  in  the  program  or  have  ques¬ 
tions,  please  contact  Tim  Hebert 
<mail@timhebert.com>.  We  would  like  to 
hear  from  you  so  that  we  may  better  gauge 
how  to  develop  this  new  opportunity. 


Igniting  Ministry  training  available  Dec.  8 


The  Mississippi  Conference  will  host 
Igniting  Ministry  "Living  Our  Promise" 
regional  training  in  Brandon,  Miss.,  on 
Saturday,  Dec.  8.  The  Louisiana 
Conference  is  invited  to  attend. 

The  training  is  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Brandon,  which  is  just  east  of 
Jackson  on  1-20.  The  event,  designed  to 
help  churches  live  out  the  "open  hearts, 
open  minds,  open  doors"  promise,  begins 
at  9  a.m. 


Registration  fee  is  $40  for  each  local 
church,  plus  $  1 0  per  person  for  lunch  and 
snacks.  Every  church  that  registers  receives 
an  updated  Igniting  Ministry  Planning 
Handbook  and  a  DVD  of  all  the  "open 
hearts"  television  spots. 

Register  online  at 

www.IgnitingMinistry.org  or  by  calling 
toll-free  (877)  281-6535  or  e-mailing 
IMtraining@umcom.org. 
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A  worker  hands  out  vitamins  to  children  attending  the  Pag-Aruga  program. The  pro¬ 
gram,  run  by  The  United  Methodist  Church  in  the  Philippines,  provides  meals  to  families 
living  on  the  streets  of  the  capital  city.  The  center,  founded  in  1969  by  United  Methodist 
Women,  also  offers  disaster  response  training,  a  comprehensive  health  project,  and 
women,  youth  and  children's  ministries.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Kathy  L. Gilbert. 


Quilt  given  to  Napoleon  Ave.  UMC  to  be  preserved 


Gail  Nelson,  chair  of  the  Conference  Board  of  Trustees,  presented  a  quilt  to  Rev. 
Ralph  Ford,  district  superintendent  for  the  New  Orleans  District,  after  a  recent 
Cabinet  meeting.  The  quilt  was  made  by  charter  members  of  Napoleon  Avenue 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans.The  quilt  came  into  the  possession  of 
June  Morgan  from  Norman,  Oklahoma,  who  is  giving  the  quilt  to  the  La.  Annual 
Conference.  Morgan's  father-in-law.  Dr.  Walter  Morgan,  served  as  the  pastor  for 
Napoleon  Ave.  UMC  in  the  1 920's.  She  kept  the  quilt  for  many  years,  always  wanting 
to  donate  the  quilt  back  to  the  church.  Since  Napoleon  Ave.  UMC  is  in  the  process  of 
being  sold,  it  was  felt  that  the  best  way  to  preserve  the  quilt  was  to  hang  it  in  the 
District  Superintendent's  office  of  the  New  Orleans  District. 


Street  children  find 
safe  haven  at  United 
Methodist  center 

BY  KATHY  L.  GILBERT 

MANILA,  Philippines  (UMNS)-It’s 
nearly  noon.  More  than  100  hungry  chil¬ 
dren  struggle  to  stay  still  in  their  small, 
green  plastic  chairs. 

When  someone  walks  within  range, 
they  pop  up  and  race  for  a  hug,  grab  a 
hand  and  press  it  to  their  foreheads  or  do 
elaborate  jigs  to  gain  attention. 

It  is  safe  here.  Everyone  who  walks  in 
is  a  friend.  For  an  afternoon,  the  harsh 
realities  of  life  on  the  streets  are  forgotten 
as  the  children  eat,  sing,  draw,  play  and 
leam  about  Jesus  Christ. 

Pag-aruga  is  a  ministry  for  street  fami¬ 
lies  run  by  The  United  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Philippines  that  takes  place  in  the 
back  parking  lot  of  the  conference  office. 

Representatives  from  the  United 
Methodist  Board  of  Global  Ministries  and 
United  Methodist  Communications  trav¬ 
eled  to  Manila  last  July  to  visit  ministries 
that  care  for  street  children  and  the  poor. 

On  Wednesdays,  Thursday  and  Fridays, 
Pag-aruga  serves  lunch  to  street  families. 
Parents  who  attend  can  leam  skills  to  help 
them  obtain  a  sustainable  livelihood.  A 
micro-lending  program  allows  them  to  bor¬ 
row  money  for  small  businesses  such  as 
selling  candy  or  other  small  items. 

All  the  families  involved  in  Pag-aruga 
are  homeless.  They  make  their  living  by 
begging.  At  night  they  sleep  under  trees, 
in  doorways  or  any  available  space. 

Angelito  B.  Meneses  gets  an  especially 
warm  welcome  when  the  children  see  him. 
In  a  matter  of  seconds  he  is  surrounded  by 
laughing,  squirming  children.  They  know 
love  when  they  see  it. 


Do  you  have  big  dreams  for  your 
church?  Ministries  that  you  wish  to 
see  continue  forever? 

Creative  giving  may  provide  the  way. 
In  fact,  it  allows  people  to  make  far 
more  substantial  gifts  than  they  ever 
thought  possible,  while  benefiting 
themselves  and  their  families. 

Turn  your  biggest  dreams  into  reality- 
the  possibilities  are  unlimited  with 
creative  giving. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana  — 


(225)  346-1 535 
(800)  256-9317 

www.umfgiving.org 


BIEIM  BIC 


with 

Creative  Giving 
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Dulac  and  North  Rampart  centers  dedicated 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Louise  Billiott,  volunteer  for  the  Dulac 
Community  Center,  spoke  tearfully  about 
the  place  that  meant  so  much  to  her  as  a 
Native  American  child  growing  up  in  the 
marshes  of  south  Louisiana. 

“As  little  brown  skinned  children,  we 


weren’t  accepted  everywhere.  The  center  is 
where  we  felt  welcome  and  safe.  There 
was  no  prejudice  here,”  said  Billiott. 

For  75  years,  the  Dulac  Community 
Center,  a  property  of  the  Women’s  Division 
and  a  joint  ministry  with  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  has  served  the  people 


of  the  Houma  Indian  tribe  in  Dulac,  La. 

Many  of  the  families  that  live  in  the 
area  barely  make  ends  meet.  Children  like 
Louise  Billiott  attended  kindergarten,  Bible 
school  and  recreational  programs  at  the 

See  Dedications,  page  7 


Fire  in  Denham  Springs 


Firefighters  take  a  break  from  battling  the  flames  engulfing  the  education  and  office  building  at  First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs. 
In  front  of  the  burning  building  is  the  cross  an  flame  symbol  of  The  First  Methodist  Church.  This  was  the  second  fire  the  church 
has  endured,  the  first  occuring  in  1973. The  building  is  a  total  loss.  In  addition,  the  sanctuary  and  the  gymnasium  suffered 
smoke  damage  and  damage  from  the  water  used  to  battle  the  fire.  Photo  by  Steve  Backstrom 

Blaze  destroys  Educational  Building  at  First  UMC 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Part  of  the  First  United  Methodist 
Church  at  3 1 9  Mattie  St.  in  Denham 
Springs  was  destroyed  by  a  four-alarm 
fire,  causing  at  least  $2  million  in  dam¬ 
ages  during  the  evening  hours  of  Oct.  29. 

Local  firefighters,  and  those  from  sev¬ 
eral  other  departments,  fought  to  save  the 
church  sanctuary  and  gymnasium  as  the 
education  building  went  up  in  flames. 
They  worked  at  the  scene  all  night  and 
through  the  day  Tuesday. 


Church  members  stood  in  the  night 
air,  watching  as  the  building  burned. 
Lynette  DeLaune,  administrative  assistant 
for  the  Baton  Rouge  District,  shook  her 
head,  explaining  that  her  daughter  was 
scheduled  to  marry  at  the  church  on 
Friday.  In  response,  several  churches  in 
the  District  called  the  DeLaune  family  to 
offer  their  sanctuary  for  the  ceremony. 

The  fire  was  discovered  after  a  church 
meeting  by  a  custodian  on  the  second 
floor  of  the  building.  Firefighters  arrived 
at  approximately  9  p.m.  Although  the 


flames  were  stopped  from  overtaking  the 
gymnasium  and  the  sanctuary,  both 
wings  of  the  complex  were  damaged  by 
smoke  and  by  water  used  to  extinguish 
the  fire. 

A  firewall  between  the  sanctuary  and 
the  education  building  may  have  helped 
firefighters  prevent  the  encroachment  of 
the  flames.  Rev.  Bob  Deich,  pastor,  said 
that  First  UMC  in  Denham  Springs 
burned  in  1973,  making  this  the  second 

See  Fire,  page  8 
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Stunned  at  the  Sonic 


As  some  of  you  already  know,  1  am  a 
vanilla  coke  junkie!  In  particular,  1  am 
converted  to  the  vanilla  cokes  that  are 
offered  at  Sonic  Drive  In.  I  have  scouted 
out  the  Sonics  all  over  the  state  of 
Louisiana  and  other  points  outside  our 
state.  My  car  almost  automatically  turns 
in  to  one  if  there  is  a  sign  on  the  highway 
or  if  that  beautiful  red  and  yellow  sign 
should  appear  in  my  line  of  vision.  It’s  a 
passion  I  have  had  since  I  was  a  high 
school  kid  getting  a  vanilla  coke  at 
Jackson  Drug  in  beautiful  downtown 
Hobbs,  New  Mexico. 

On  occasion,  I  stop  by  the  local  Sonic 
on  Government  street  here  in  Baton 
Rouge  on  my  way  to  work  and  will  order 
myself  my  addictive  drink,  and  will  also 
get  a  cherry  limeade  for  Kathy.  I  might 
do  that  once  or  twice  a  month  at  most. 

The  other  morning  I  pulled  in  on  my 
way  to  work  and  pushed  the  button  for 
“service  at  the  speed  of  sound.”  The  per¬ 
son  on  the  other  end  of  the  connection 
welcomed  me  and  asked  if  they  might 
help  me.  I  began  by  saying,  “Yes,  I’d 
like  a  medium  vanilla  coke  and  . . . I 
didn’t  get  the  second  order  out  of  my 
mouth  when  the  voice  on  the  other  end 
finished  my  sentence  for  me  “. . .  and  a 
cherry  limeade.”  I  was  absolutely 
stunned!  Never  have  I  ordered  anything 
via  a  speaker  system  and  have  the  person 
taking  the  order  know  what  I  wanted 
without  even  being  face  to  face  with  me. 

When  the  woman  came  out  with  the 
drinks  I  asked  her  about  the  startling 
recognition.  I  said,  “I  can’t  believe  the 
person  in  the  building  knew  what  I  want¬ 
ed.”  She  said,  “Oh,  you’re  famous!”  I 
was  further  stunned!  I  was  famous? 
What  did  that  mean?  Am  I  the  only  per¬ 
son  who  orders  a  vanilla  coke?  Is  it  the 
drawl  in  my  speech?  Since  I  am  not 
there  very  often,  and  even  if  I  were,  how 
did  they  know  what  I  was  ordering?  In 
the  midst  of  my  shock  I  was  also 
impressed  that  they  had  this  knowledge 
of  me. 

As  I  drove  away  I  was  reflecting  on 
the  deeper  meaning  of  this  experience. 
We’ve  all  heard  the  old  “Cheers”  televi¬ 
sion  show  comparison  of  “Where  every¬ 
body  knows  your  name,”  and  how  that 
might  apply  to  the  mission  of  the  church 
as  it  relates  to  radical  hospitality.  That 
led  me  to  think  that  if,  in  a  technological 
world,  I  can  be  “famous”  at  a  Sonic 
Drive  In  where  I  have  never  met  a  soul 
and  don’t  know  the  person  at  the  station 
taking  the  orders  by  electronic  voice, 
surely  people  might  remember  me  when 
I  visit  their  church  and  sit  and  worship 
with  them  for  an  hour  on  several 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Sundays! 

How  many  times 
have  people  come  to 
our  worship  services 
over  and  over  and 
they  still  leave  as 
strangers  and  come 
back  the  next  week 
as  a  stranger.  If  we 
are  so  occupied  with 
our  own  friends  and 
seeing  family  members  in  worship  and 
simply  look  past  anyone  new,  then  they 
are  going  to  remain  a  stranger  to  us. 
Shouldn't  we  be  able  to  call  them  by 
name,  ask  about  their  families  and  per¬ 
sonal  needs  and  make  them  “one  of  us” 
after  the  first  two  or  three  visits?  If  we 
aren’t  accomplishing  this,  then  we’re  not 
even  keeping  up  with  Sonic  Drive  In 
with  regard  to  “customer  relations.” 

Being  the  church  isn’t  just  about  us 
and  our  satisfactions.  Being  the  church 
means  we  are  offering  the  life-giving 
love  and  grace  of  Jesus  Christ  to  the 
strangers  in  our  midst  and  making  them 
welcome  in  God’s  house  and  our  circles 
of  community.  I  encourage  every  church 
in  our  Conference  to  take  a  serious  look 
at  ourselves  to  see  how  we  are  doing  in 
the  area  of  radical  hospitality.  Do  we 
know  the  visitor  the  next  week  when 
they  return  again?  Can  we  call  them  by 
name?  Are  they  important  enough  to  us 
to  be  able  to  do  that?  Do  we  know  any¬ 
thing  else  about  them  that  will  personal¬ 
ize  our  conversation?  Just  how  interest¬ 
ed  are  we  in  those  who  are  coming  to  our 
church  looking  for  the  life-giving  love  of 
Jesus  and  a  place  to  belong? 

You  can  tell  I  was  impressed  by  this 
whole  sequence  of  events!  I  don’t  expect 
it  will  ever  happen  again  at  any  other 
Sonic.  But  it  doesn’t  have  to.  There  was 
once  an  experience  that  absolutely  blew 
me  away!  And  now  I’ll  stop  at  that 
Sonic  in  preference  to  all  others  if  I  can 
do  so.  It  only  takes  once  to  be  rebuffed, 

It  only  takes  once  to  be  personally  recog¬ 
nized!  It  works  the  same  at  the  church! 

I  call  upon  us  to  work  hard  in  this  area  as 
we  travel  our  own  journey  and  as  we 
relate  to  others  whose  journeys  bring 
them  into  our  presence. 

In  Christ’s  love, 


Bill  Hutchinson 


Luke's  House  to  open  in  New  Orleans 


Luke’s  House,  a  free  clinic  for  the 
underserved  of  New  Orleans,  will  celebrate 
its  opening  Nov.  13-15  from  6-8  p.m.  each 
evening.  The  clinic  is  located  at  Mount 
Zion  United  Methodist  Church,  2700 
Louisiana  Ave.  in  New  Orleans. 

Services  include  basic  primary  care, 
school  and  sports  physicals,  pastoral  coun¬ 
seling,  basic  mental  health  counseling,  and 
mental  health  referrals. 

At  this  time,  the  clinic  will  not  send  out 
labs.  The  facility’s  focus  is  on  providing 
general  and  acute  medical  care.  No 
appointment  is  needed  at  this  time. 

Luke's  House  is  a  collaborative  project 


spearheaded  by  Rayne  Memorial  UMC  and 
Mt.  Zion  UMC,  where  the  clinic  will  be 
housed. 

The  idea  of  opening  a  free  clinic  came 
from  members  of  volunteer  work  teams 
from  St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska. 

A  grant  for  $84,000  from  the  Methodist 
Health  System  Foundation  in  Louisiana  has 
provided  a  core  base  of  funds  to  launch  the 
clinic.  Private  donations  have  also  come 
from  members  of  Rayne  Memorial  and  St. 
Marks  UMC  in  Lincoln 

Contact  Jiselle  Bock  at  (504)899-3431, 
ext.  14,  or  lukeshouseclinic@gmail.com 


UM  Student  Day  offering  set  for  Nov.  25 


On  Sunday,  Nov.  blank,  United 
Methodists  throughout  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  will  have  the  opportunity  to 
fund  scholarships  and  loans  for  thousands 
of  students  by  giving  generously  to  the 
United  Methodist  Student  Day  fund. 

In  addition  to  providing  financial  sup¬ 
port  to  undergraduates  actively  involved 
in  their  local  church  or  campus  ministries 
through  programs  as  the  Rev.  Dr.  Karen 
Layman  Gift  of  Hope  Scholars  Program, 
the  Ethnic  Minority  Scholarship  Fund, 


the  UM  Scholarship  Fund,  an  increasing 
number  of  young  seminarians  are  receiv¬ 
ing  support  through  the  Special  Seminary 
Scholarship  Program  for  seminarians  30 
years  old  and  under.  Of  the  400  seminar¬ 
ians  enrolled  this  fall,  75  received  schol¬ 
arships  from  this  endowed  scholarship 
program. 

Over  $50,000  in  scholarships  and 
loans  have  been  given  to  students  from 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference  for 
2007. 


Position  Available 

Resident  Director  for  Camp  Istrouma 

The  Resident  Director  is  expected  to  live  on-site  in  a  home  provided  on  the  beautiful 
grounds  of  Camp  Istrouma.  The  Director  is  responsible  for  the  operation  of  the  camp  in 
accordance  with  the  by-laws,  Mission  Statement  and  policies  as  developed  and 
authorized  by  the  Louisiana  United  Methodist  Conference  and  Camp  Istrouma  Board. 
The  Director  has  responsibility  for  managing  and  coordinating  the  entire  camp  and 
retreat  operations  including  program,  support  services,  staff  and  budget. 

For  the  full  job  description,  please  go  to  the  website  and  the  link  to  Job  Applications, 
or  to  http://gbod.org/camping. 

Please  forward  resumes  and  application  to  Patty  Rives,  prives@cox.net  no  later 
than  Nov.  15, 2007.  We  will  be  conducting  interviews  for  this  position  during  the  first 
week  in  December,  with  a  goal  of  hiring  the  new  Director  for  a  Jan.  1, 2008  start.  The 
website  address  is  www.campistrouma.com. 
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Highlights  of  the  2007  UMW  Conference  annual  meeting 


BY  EDNA 

HICKMAN,  VICE 

PRESIDENT, 

LOUISIANA 

CONFERENCE 

UMW 


The 

Louisiana 
Conference 
United  Methodistl 
Women  Annual 
Meeting  took 
place  beginning  Edna  Hickman 
at  1 :00  p.m.  on 

Friday,  September  21  until  12:00  noon  on 
Saturday,  September  22,  2007  at 
Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Baton  Rouge.  Our  theme  was  “Go 
Forward:  Resurrection  Women,”  with 
Scriptures  coming  from  Matthew  28:19-20 
and  Galatians  2:20.  Our  speaker  was 
Kathleen  Conrad,  Women’s  Division 
Director.  What  a  celebration  we  had  in  the 


name  of  the  Lord.  The  evaluations  are  in 
and  we  received  the  top  rating  from  those 
in  attendance. 

On  Friday  afternoon,  greetings  were 
brought  by:  Rev.  Larry  Miller,  Baton 
Rouge  District  Supt.,  and  Rev.  Cliff 
Wright,  pastor  of  Broadmoor  United 
Methodist  Church.,  Pat  Cobb,  President  of 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction,  Kathleen 
Conrad,  Women’s  Division  Director  and 
Hallique  Dawson,  President  of  Louisiana 
Church  Women  United.  We  were  also 
welcomed  by  Dolores  Giles,  Baton  Rouge 
District  UMW  President  and  Sally  Lofland, 
President  of  Broadmoor  UMW.  A 
Resurrection  Drama  was  performed  by 
ladies  from  First  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Tallulah.  Reports  were  given  by  all 
elected  officers.  The  Conference  Goals  for 
2008  were  approved  and  the  Committee  on 
Nominations  and  Election  of  Officers  were 
approved.  Various  districts  were  recog¬ 
nized  as  Five  Star  and  Mission  Today 
units.  Representatives  from  UMW  Mission 


Agencies  represented  Dulac  Cooperative 
Ministry  and  MacDonell  United  Methodist 
Children’s  Services.  Also,  a  representative 
from  UMCOR/Sager  Brown  was  present. 
Mary  Margaret  Barr  presided  over  the 
Service  Honoring  Retiring  Officers,  which 
concluded  our  Business  Session. 

On  Friday  evening,  we  reconvened  for 
a  banquet  at  the  Holiday  Inn  South  and 
were  entertained  by  beautiful  music  ren¬ 
dered  by  Myrtle  E.  David,  Professor  at 
Southern  University.  Many  of  the  UMW 
celebrated  to  the  tune  of  “When  the  Saints 
Go  Marching  In.”  We  were  fed  a  delicious 
meal  and  Reverend  Constance  Saizon 
entertained  us  with  laughter.  After  laugh¬ 
ing  with  Rev.  Saizon,  Kathleen  Conrad 
gave  us  a  message  as  to  why  we  were 
there,  and  that  is  to  “Go  Forward  as 
Resurrection  Women”. 

Saturday  morning  Heritage  opened  our 
session  at  Broadmoor  UMC  with  beautiful 
praise  and  worship  music,  with  voices  that 
truly  blessed  our  hearts.  Clarence  Jones, 


the  Director  of  Heritage  introduced  each 
selection  that  they  sang.  George  “Buzzy” 
Anding  brought  us  greetings  as  Lay  Leader 
of  the  Louisiana  Conference.  We  were 
inspired  by  the  powerful  worship  message 
from  Rev.  Carol  Susan  Crawford,  Pastor  of 
Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist 
Church..  She  was  followed  by  Kathleen 
Conrad  who  gave  us  another  message  on 
our  theme.  Kathleen  also  installed  the  new 
officers  for  2008.  Following  the  pledge 
service,  we  were  again  treated  to  beautiful 
music  by  Broadmoor  Women  Ensemble. 

Rev.  Darlene  Moore  delivered  our 
Communion  Meditation  and  we  ended  our 
program  with  Holy  Communion  and 
Sending  Forth.  Our  invitation  to  the  2008 
Annual  Meeting  was  accepted  by  the  Lake 
Charles  District.  We  truly  want  to  thank 
everyone  who  had  anything  to  do  with 
making  this  Annual  Meeting  the  great  suc¬ 
cess  that  it  was.  To  God  Be  The  Glory  For 
All  The  Wonderful  Things  He  Has 
Done!!!! 


Scenes  from  the  2007  Louisiana  UMW  annual  meeting 


2007  UMW  Mission  Projects 

*  Dulac  Community  Center  needs  tables,  chairs,  and  a  PA  System.  (*) 

*  MacDonell  Children's  Services  -  Houma  -  needs  Personal  Care  Items: 
Shampoo/Conditioner,  Hair  Gel, Toothpaste,  Deodorant,  Lotion,  Powder, 
Brushes,  Combs,  DentalFloss,  Feminine  Products,  Mouthwash,  and  like 
items.  (These  can  be  grouped  in  individual  bags  or  donated  boxed  in  bulk.) 
(*) 

*  North  Rampart  Community  Center  (formerly  St.  Mark's)  -  Contact  Edna 
Hickman  to  determine  current  needs. 

IMPORTANT:  PLEASE  DO  NOT  DONATE  MONEY  DIRECTLY  TO 

THE  AGENCIES. 

Make  checks  payable  to  LA  Conference  UMW — marked  for  the 
specific  Mission  Project  you  are  supporting.  (*)  For  items  donated 
directly,  please  inform  our  LA  Conference  UMW  Treasurer  of  your 
gift,  so  we  can  keep  a  current  list  of  the  items  required. 


2007-2008  Conference  UMW  Upcoming  Events 

November  10 

Program  Committee  Meeting,  School  of 

Christian  Mission  Committee  Meeting, 

Palestine  UMC,  Alexandria 

November  16-18 

New  Conf.  Officers — Leadership  Training  Event, 

St.  Louis,  MO. 

January  11-12 

Conference  Mid-Year  Executive  Committee 
Meeting 

January  27 

UMW  Sunday 

March  8 

Conf.  Finance,  Membership  &  Nominations 
Committees 

March  28-30 

South  Central  Jurisdiction  UMW  Quadrennial 
Meeting 

Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

July  22 

Ctr. 

Conf.  Executive  Committee  Meeting — Wesley 

July  23-26 

Conf.  School  of  Christian  Mission — Wesley  Ctr. 
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United  Methodist  Women:  Visioning  our  mission  and  hearing  our  call! 


A  message  from  the  conference  UMW  President:  Harriet  Tucker  Elrod 


“The  Lord  is  my  shepherd;  I  shall 
not  want.”  Psalm  23: 1 

This  Bible  verse  and  the  song  “Jesus 
Loves  Me”  are  probably  the  most  recog¬ 
nized  and  beloved  of  all,  everywhere  in  the 
world.  United  Methodist  Women  are 
among  those  who  cherish  them.  When 
Tillie  Shows,  Beverly  Cox  and  Dolores 
Giles  chose  “visioning”  as  their  focus  in 
planning  for  DELT,  and  Pat  Cobb  and  the 
Jurisdiction  announced  that  “called  by 
name”  had  been  added  to  our  challenge  as 
“Resurrection  Women”  at  the  2007 
Conference  Retreat,  it  seemed  that  they 
were  surely  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  At  the 
retreat,  we  were  reminded  of  The  Great 
Commission:  “Go  ye  therefore,  and  teach 
(disciple)  all  nations.”  This  message  from 
Matthew  28:19  followed  the  story  of  the 
empty  tomb  and  Christ’s  triumph  over 
death  and  the  grave.  We  were  told  to  tell  all 
things  whatsoever  Jesus  had  done,  but  there 
was  the  caution  to  wait  until  the  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  came  upon  us  to  better 


carry  out  this  mission. 

We  again  met  as  a  community  of 
believers  at  our  beloved  School  of 
Christian  Mission  where  we  “sang  across 
the  walls.”  Walls  cannot  keep  us  from 
telling  the  story,  not  even  walls  such  as 
those  we  found  in  the  Israel  and  Palestine 
study.  We  found  so  much  scripture  in  our 
songs,  encouraging  us  to  continue  carrying 
out  the  Great  Commission.  We  discovered 
through  study  that  there  are  physical,  politi¬ 
cal,  emotional,  prejudicial,  and  many  other 
walls  that  challenge  us  as  United  Methodist 
Women. 

We  worshiped  together  in  community  at 
the  UMW  Conference  Annual  Meeting  at 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge,  and 
there  again  we  were  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit. 
The  powerful  Heritage  choir  moved  many 
of  us  to  tears  of  appreciation  for  their  wit¬ 
ness.  Our  visioning  of  the  women  at  the 
tomb  was  strengthened  by  the  FUMC  of 
Tallulah  drama  group  as  they  interpreted 
the  resurrection  story.  Our  host  churches 


were  full  of  grace  and  hospitality.  We  felt 
as  though  we  truly  had  our  Purpose  “to 
know  God”  become  reality  as  we  experi¬ 
enced  God’s  love  through  His  churches. 

At  our  District  Elected  Leadership 
Training  session  in  Pineville,  we  learned 
how  to  go  about  the  mission  of  Visioning 
UMW  in  2020  with  20/20  Vision.  Our 
horizons  were  widened  to  help  us  see  the 
needs  of  many  types  of  mission  in  our 
world.  Education  and  justice  were  big  mag¬ 
nifiers  for  our  visioning.  We  were  told  that 
we  should  go  and  teach.  DELT  led  us  in 
training  about  how  to  go  about  this  mis¬ 
sion. 

We  look  forward  to  going  to  the 
Jurisdiction  planned  meeting  for  the 
Quadrennial,  March  28-20,  2008,  in 
Albuquerque,  New  Mexico.  There  we  will 
listen  to  the  wonderful  truth  that  we  are 
“called  by  name”  as  Resurrection  Women. 
Jesus  helped  us  to  envision  this  fact  by  his 
comparing  the  Lord,  as  David  did  in 
Psalms,  as  being  our  shepherd.  As  I  lis- 


Harriett  Tucker  Elrod 

tened  to  our  guide  in  the  Holy  Land  remind 
us  that  the  shepherd  calls  his  sheep  by 
name,  our  chosen  scripture  became  more 
meaningful  than  ever!  The  guide  contin¬ 
ued  by  saying  that  the  sheep  know  the 
shepherd’s  voice  and  answer  his  call.  May 
we  as  United  Methodist  Women  hear  our 
call  today  and  answer,  “Here  I  am.  Lord.” 

In  Christ’s  name, 

Harriette 


Global  ministries  directors  elect  Olson 


2007  UMW  DELT:  Visioning  mission  in  2020  with  20/20  vision 


District  Elected  Leaders  Training  with  UMW  conference 
officers  at  Pineville  UMC,  October  1 3, 2007 


Initiating  -  Visioning  -  Claiming  -  Letting  Go  -  Serving 


Together 


and 

Keeping  Order 


Registering  for 
Online  Community 


Dulac  needs 
LAVIM  help 

The  Disaster  Response  Ministry  in 
Dulac  has  received  a  grant  of 
$250,000.00  that  must  be  spent  on  the 
purchase  of  materials  for  client  homes 
prior  to  December  31,  2007,  and  all 
projects  must  be  completed  by 
February  15,  2008.  All  of  this  work  is 
in  reference  to  hurricane  reconstruction 
For  more  information  contact  Dulac 
Station  Manager  directly:  J.P.  McGuire 
at  985-201-1356,  or  email:  johnpaulm- 
cguire@bellsouth.net 

The  urgent  need  to  fill  November 
and  December  comes  from  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson. 

The  La.  Conference  UMW  supports 
this  project. 


Stamford, 

Conn.,  Oct.  11,  2007| 

-  Harriett  Jane 
Olson  was  elected 
Women’s  Division 
deputy  general  sec¬ 
retary  by  the  full 
directorate  of  the 
United  Methodist 
General  Board  of 
Global  Ministries 

during  its  annual  meeting  Oct.  8-11  in 
Stamford,  Conn. 


Harriett  Jane  Olson 


Women’s  Division  directors  elected 
Ms.  Olson  to  the  post  during  a  called 
meeting  in  August;  however,  as  deputy 
general  secretary,  Ms.  Olson  also  per¬ 
forms  leadership  and  management  roles 
for  Global  Ministries  that  mandated  her 
election  by  the  board’s  directors  as  well. 

In  other  personnel  changes, 

Women’s  Division  directors  elected  Sung- 
ok  Lee  assistant  general  secretary  of 
Christian  Social  Responsibility,  a  position 
Ms.  Lee  has  filled  on  an  interim  basis 
since  January.  Lois  Dauway,  who  served 


as  interim  deputy  general  secretary  for  the 
division  since  January,  was  named  associ¬ 
ate  to  the  deputy  general  secretary. 

Directors  also  accepted  the  resigna¬ 
tion  of  Women’s  Division  treasurer 
Andrea  B.  Hatcher,  effective  Oct.  10. 
Global  Ministries  General  Treasurer 
Roland  Fernandes  will  serve  as  interim 
treasurer  until  a  new  treasurer  is  secured. 
Ms.  Hatcher  tendered  her  resignation  for 
personal  and  family  reasons. 
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Introducing  the  new  La.  Conference  UMW  officers  for  2007 

JAN  DICKERSON, Conference  Secretary,  has  most  recently  served  as  the  2007  Dean  of  the  Louisiana  Conference  School  of 
Christian  Mission.  She  previously  served  as  a  member  of  the  Conference  Committee  on  Nominations.  She  is  a  member  of  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Homer  where  she  serves  as  treasurer  for  her  local  UMW  unit.  Jan  is  co-founder  and  co-owner  with 
her  husband,  Rodney,  of  two  privately  held  companies,  IPT-America,  LLC,  an  intellectual  property  holding  company  and  Dickerson 
Consultants,  LLC  and  is  the  chief  financial  officer  for  both  companies.  Jan’s  education  and  background  is  in  accounting  and  bank 
management.  She  is  a  Certified  Master  Gardener  and  a  life  member  of  the  Embroiderers’  Guild  of  America.  Originally  from  Tell 
City,  Indiana,  Jan  has  made  her  home  in  Louisiana  since  1977. 

ETHEL  F.  LILLY,  Conference  Mission  Coordinator  for  Membership,  Nurture  and  Outreach,  is  a  native 
of  Monroe,  Louisiana.  She  earned  her  B.A.  degree  from  Leland  College  in  Baker,  a  B.S.  degree  from 
Grambling  State  University,  and  a  M  Ed  degree  from  Northwestern  State  University,  Natchitoches,  with 
emphasis  in  reading.  Ethel  is  a  retired  teacher  of  high  school,  middle  school  and  lower  elementary.  Ethel  is  a  member  of  Wesley 
UMC  where  she  teaches  Sunday  School,  is  chairperson  of  the  Administrative  Council  and  UMW  President.  She  volunteers  at  the 
DeSoto  Regional  Hospital  twice  per  month,  and  works  with  tutorial  programs  after  school  for  elementary  children  at  the  Multi- 
Cultural  Center. 

In  the  Shreveport  District  she  served  as  a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Nominations  for  four  years  and  for  one  year  as  chairper¬ 
son.  In  2007  she  has  served  as  Coordinator  for  Membership  Nurture  Outreach  and  as  Shepherdess  of  the  Shreveport  District.  On 
the  Conference  level,  she  has  served  as  Social  Action  for  four  years  (2001-2004)  and  was  nominated  as  the  Woman  of  the  Year  in 
1999.  She  has  been  a  Mission  Study  Leader  for  several  years  as  well  as  a  Lay  Speaker.  Ethel  is  married  to  Nathaniel  Lilly  and 
they  are  the  parents  of  two  daughters  and  the  grand-parents  of  two  children. 

DOROTHY  F.  KIMBALL,  Conference  Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  is  a  former  member  of  Belle  Chasse  UMW  in  the 
New  Orleans  District  and  served  as  Secretary  of  Program  Resources  for  the  New  Orleans  District  in  2004-2005.  She  also  served 
on  numerous  committees,  as  Lay  Delegate  to  Annual  Conference,  and  on  the  Administrative  Council  for  Belle  Chasse  UMC. 
Dorothy  is  currently  a  member  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC  in  Shreveport,  where  she  is  serves  on  the  Evangelism  and  Stewardship 
Committees,  the  Administrative  Council  and  as  Lay  Delegate  to  Annual  Conference.  Dorothy  has  worked  to  organize  an  evening 
circle  for  UMW. 

Dorothy  has  a  BS  Degree  in  Business  Administration  from  Centenary  College,  with  Education  as  a  minor.  She  also  earned  con¬ 
tinuing  education  hours  from  LSU  and  UNO,  and  is  highly  qualified  in  Middle  School  Mathematics.  She  was  a  teacher  in  grades  4- 
8  for  17  years  in  Jefferson  Parish,  and  has  been  a  Math  Content  Coach  for  middle  school  in  Caddo  Parish  for  the  last  2  years. 
Dorothy  is  married  to  Thomas  S.  Kimball,  retired  from  DOW  Chemical,  and  has  two  adult  children,  Amy  Kimball  Cosse  and 
Thomas  D.  Kimball. 


Dorothy  F. 
Kimball 


Jan  Dickerson 


LANA  PARHAM  LATH  AN,  Conference  Communications  Coordinator,  is  a  native  of  Baton  Rouge,  and  a  member  of  Wesley 
United  Methodist  Church,  where  her  family  has  been  involved  with  UMW  for  four  generations.  She  has  served  as  Treasurer  and 
Spiritual  Growth  Coordinator  in  her  local  unit,  is  currently  Secretary  of  Program  Resources,  is  a  part  of  her  local  church  Music 
Ministry,  chairs  the  Health  and  Welfare  Committee  and  co-chairs  the  Nurture  Ministry  at  Wesley..  She  has  also  served  as  President 
of  the  Baton  Rouge  District  UMW  and  as  District  Secretary  of  Program  Resources.  She  has  recently  served  as  Secretary  of 
Program  Resources  for  the  Louisiana  Conference  UMW.  Lana  is  currently  a  member  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and  Board  of 
Directors  for  the  Wesley  Center,  Woodworth,  LA  and  is  former  secretary  of  that  board. 

Lana  is  a  Certified  Case  Manager,  Registered  Nurse  and  has  also  taught  and  worked  as  a  Social  Worker  in  the  fields  of  Mental 
Health  and  Insurance  Case  Management.  She  currently  works  as  needed  with  Health  Care  Centers  in  Schools.  She  is  married  to 
Jim  Lathan  and  they  have  one  son  and  daughter-in-law,  Anthony  and  Katisha  Lathan  of  Lafayette,  LA. 


— i 
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Lana  Parham 
Lathan 


EMILY  O.  MC  COY,  Member,  Conference  Committee  on  Nominations  Class  of  201 1 ,  is  a  graduate  of  Southern  University 
and  LSU.  She  holds  a  Masters  Degree  in  Science.  Emily  is  a  member  of  Mallalieu  UMC,  St.  Martinsville,  Acadiana  District, 
where  she  has  served  in  many  areas  of  her  church,  the  Acadiana  District  and  the  Louisiana  Conference. 

Emily  taught  school  in  the  Parishes  of  Lafayette  and  St.  Martin  for  over  35  years.  She  has  been  retired  since  1980. 

She  has  one  daughter  and  three  grand  children. 

OUIDAT.  SMITH,  Member,  Conference  Committee  on  Nominations  Class  of  201 1,  from  Allen  Parish, 
has  spent  most  of  her  life  in  the  Lake  Charles/Moss  Bluff  area,  as  a  member  of  the  Moss  Bluff  UMC.  She  is 
a  retired  accountant  of  25  years  service  with  Conoco  Refinery,  Westlake.  Ouida  is  a  widow  with  3  children 
and  3  grandchildren.  She  has  been  local  UMW  treasurer  for  many  years,  and  served  as  Lake  Charles 
District  Mission  Coordinator  for  Membership  Nurture  and  Outreach,  and  on  the  District  Committee  on 
Nominations.  In  her  local  church  she  has  chaired  the  Finance  and  PPR  Committees,  and  served  as  Lay  Reader  and  Usher.  She 
presently  leads  the  Adult  Sunday  School  Class.  She  serves  on  the  local  Senior  Activity  Center  Advisory  Board  and  represents  Moss 
Bluff  on  the  Calcasieu  Parish  Retired  Senior  Volunteer  Services  Board. 


What's  Online  ?  Check  It  Out  at:  http://www.la-umc.org 

*  List  of 2008  UMW  Conference  Officers 

*  2007  UMW  Reading  Program  Library  Call  Numbers 
*  NEW  LA  Conf.  UMW  Standing  Rules  &  Guidelines 

*  Registration  &  Housing  Forms  for  Upcoming  Events 

*  Questions?  Contact  Lana  Lathan,  UMW  Communications  Coordinator 


Ouida  T.  Smith 


Emily  O.  McCoy 
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presents  2007  Woman  in  Mission  award  to  Fannie  Perkins  Reddix 


Conference  UMW 

Fannie 
Perkins 
Reddix  repre¬ 
sents  all  that 
is  good  about 
the  UMW 
organization. 

For  the  past 
39  years  she 
has  been  an 
indefatigable 
worker  with 
UMW.  With 
the  Louisiana 

Conference  UMW  she  has  served  as 
Secretary  of  Public  Relations,  Secretary, 
both  Chairperson  and  a  Member  of  the 
Committee  on  Nominations,  representative 
and  secretary  to  West  Gulf  Regional 
School  of  Christian  Mission  Team,  Dean 
and  Assistant  Dean  of  LA  School  of 
Christian  Mission,  Assistant  Chairperson  of 
UMW  Conference  Retreat,  Assistant 
Chairperson  of  DELT,  Audio  Visual 


Coordinator  for  Schools  of  Mission, 
Representative  and  Board  Member  to 
Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference,  and 
Board  Member  of  Dulac  Community 
Center  and  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center. 
During  her  tenure  on  the  mission  team,  she 
served  with  five  presidents:  Norma 
Winegeart,  Pat  Cobb,  Elouise  Sanders, 
Lueburda  Myers  and  Harriette  Elrod. 

For  the  New  Orleans  District,  Fannie 
served  as  District  President.  During  her 
administration,  the  district  won  the 
Attendance  Banner  to  Conference  School 
of  Christian  Mission  for  two  years,  2005 
and  2006  (A  First  in  the  district’s  history). 
She  has  successfully  worked  with  the 
District  Mission  Team  to  keep  the  district 
viable  in  spite  of  the  havoc  caused  by 
Hurricane  Katrina.  Fannie  is  currently  serv¬ 
ing  as  the  District  Treasurer.  She  has  been 
Vice  President  of  Mount  Zion  UMW  for 
seven  years,  and  is  now  the  current 
President,  and  Assistant  Chairperson  of  the 
Church  Council. 


She  serves  as  the  Second  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Church  Women  United  State 
Chapter,  Assistant  Convener  for  the 
Regional  and  State  Assemblies  for  the 
World  Federation  of  Methodist  and  Uniting 
Church  Women  for  the  past  two  years.  She 
also  serves  on  the  LA  Annual  Conference 
Ministry  Team,  Commission  on  Christian 
Unity  and  Inter-religious  Concerns,  Board 
on  Race  and  Religion  and  District  Ministry 
Team. 

She  first  attended  UMW  Assembly  in 
1986,  at  Anaheim,  CA,  and  has  not  missed 
one  since  that  time.  She  and  13  ladies  from 
her  district  attended  the  2006  UMW 
Assembly  in  Anaheim,  CA.  She  has  attend¬ 
ed  the  South  Central  Jurisdiction 
Quadrennial  meetings  for  many  years,  and 
was  elected  as  a  Women’s  Division 
Alternate  in  Omaha,  NB.  She  also  attends 
all  Louisiana  Conference  UMW  and  New 
Orleans  District  UMW  events. 

Fannie  holds  Life  Memberships  with 
Lafon  Nursing  Home  Auxiliary,  Southern 


University,  Indiana  University,  Alpha 
Kappa  Alpha  Sorority,  Inc.,  and  the  Retired 
Teachers  Association.  She  is  a  member  of 
the  Methodist  Home  Auxiliary,  Ruth  Carter 
Auxiliary,  Church  Women  United  (New 
Orleans  and  State  Chapters),  World 
Federation  of  Methodist  and  Uniting 
Church  Women,  National  Sorority  of  Phi 
Delta  Kappa,  Inc.,  Alpha  Theta  Chapter, 
National  Association  of  Negro  Women,  St. 
Mark’s  Community  Center  Board,  AARP, 
and  Louisiana  Interchurch  Conference 
Board. 

She  has  a  B.A.  Degree  from  Southern 
University,  Baton  Rouge,  and  M.S.  Degree 
from  Indiana  University,  Bloomington,  IN. 
She  has  also  earned  a  Plus  Thirty  from  sev¬ 
eral  universities.  She  is  married  to  Dr. 
Roscoe  C.  Reddix, ;  Sr.  and  has  three  adult 
children  and  four  grandchildren.  Fannie 
believes  that:  “The  fear  of  the  Lord  is  the 
beginning  of  Wisdom,  and  knowledge  of 
the  Holy  One  is  Understanding.” 

(Proverbs  9:10) 


UMW  mission  news  and  mission  giving 


Formal  Dedication  of 
North  Rampart  Community  Center 

On  October  26, 2007,  Bishop  William  Hutchinson  officiated  the 
formal  dedication  of  the  NEW  North  Rampart  Community  Center  in  New 
Orleans  (formerly  St.  Mark's  Community  Center).  This  is  an  exciting  new 
face  for  our  Women's  Division  property  and  National  Division  program 
where  children  and  youth  have  always  found  education  and  activities 
that  would  benefit  their  families  and  the  community. 

Details  of  the  NEW  name  and  program  will  be  forthcoming. 
United  Methodist  Women  throughout  Louisiana  will  want  to  be  support¬ 
ive  of  North  Rampart  Community  Center  during  these  encouraging 
times  of  renewal  and  growth  in  metropolitan  New  Orleans.  Donations 
must  be  issued  to  and  sent  through  LA  Conference  UMW  Treasurer, 
marked  for  North  Rampart  Community  Center.  (The  center  cannot 
accept  donations  issued  to  St.  Mark's.) 


NEW  IDEA— To  Promote  UMW  Reading  Program 

The  United  Methodist  Women  of  Immanuel  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Lafayette  hosted  a  Tea  Party  and  book  club  discussion  July 
30, 2007.  A  book  from  the  UMW  Reading  Program, "Your  Inner  Eve," 
by  Dr.  Susan  Newman  was  reviewed  by  Diane  Rochon.  Participants 
were  encouraged  to  wear  hats  to  the  Tea  Party.  The  party  was  well 
attended  by  members  and  guests.  Rev.  Marguerite  Jenkins,  pastor 
of  Immanuel  United  Methodist  Church,  was  also  an  attendee. 


All  articles  &  news  stories  are  welcomed. 
This  Newsletter  Insert  is  published 
Four  times  a  year. 

Due  Dates  for  Articles/News: 

January  Newsletter — Due  Nov.  20, 2007 
May  Newsletter — Due  March  26, 2008 
August  Newsletter — Due  July  9, 2008 
November  Newsletter — Due  Oct.  8, 2008 
Send  articles  to: 

Lana  Lathan, 

Communications  Coordinator 
131  Ogden  Dr.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70806 
Phone:  (225)  383-4380  or  (225)  247-0779 
By  Email—  Lathanl  31  @bellsouth.net 


Personal  Thank  You! 

It  has  been  such  a  blessing  and 
my  privilege  to  serve  the  LA 
Conf.  UMW  as  your 
Communications  Coordinator. 

I  know  that  Lana  Lathan  will 
receive  the  same  wonderful 
spirit  of  cooperation  you  have 
extended  to  me. 

May  God  richly  bless  you! 

Mary  Q. 


Mission  Giving  News 


LA  Conf.  UMW  School  of  Christian 
Mission: 

Total  Attendees  1 28 

(4  Estelle  Dameron  Scholarships) 

(9  First-Timers— Adults) 

(9  First-Timers— Teems) 

World  Thank  Offering 

Collected  at  School:  $  738.50 


Conference  Annual  Meeting  in 
Baton  Rouge: 

Total  Attendees  325 

Mission  Candle  $9,585.16 

(Candle  Burned  4  Hrs,  58  Minutes) 
Third  Quarter  Special 
Mission  Recognitions  $2,848.00 


2007  Mission  Giving  Pledge: 

$235,600.00 

Giving  Thru  7/31/07:  $  60,723.82 

(Incl.  SMR,  Gifts  to  Mission,  Gifts  in 
Memory  and  World  Thank  Offering 
Totaling  $13,596.57) 

2007  Mission  Projects  Combined 
Special  Offerings  at  School  of  Mission 
and  Conference  Annual  Meeting: 

$2,698.00 

(Incl.  Dulac  $792;  MacDonell  $1,206; 
North  Rampart  Community  Center 
$360; 

UMCOR  $285;  and  Sager  Brown 
$55.00) 

Thank  you  for  your  loving  encourage¬ 
ment  given  to  me  as  your  Conference 
Treasurer.  May  God  Bless  you  as  we 
support  Mission  Giving  through  UMW. 
Jane  N.  Eubanks 


20/20  Vision  to  Keep  Mission  Alive! 

According  to  the  2007  Annual  Report,  the  Louisiana  Conference  has  255 
UMW  units.  If  each  unit  purchased  at  least  one  (1 )  Mission  Thank  You  Card 
to  honor  one  (1)  missionary,  it  would  equal  $1,275.00  in  additional  Mission 
Giving.  If  every  unit  purchased  a  minimum  of  five  (5)  Mission  Ribbons,  it 
would  equal  $1,275.00  in  additional  Mission  Giving.  We  can  do  these  sim¬ 
ple  things!  Together  we  can  add  $2,550.00  to  Mission  Giving! 

Tillie  Shows,  Mission  Coordinator 
For  Education  &  Interpretation 


What's  Online  ?  Check  It  Out  at:  http://www.la-umc.org 
*  List  of 2008  UMW  Conference  Officers 
*  2007  UMW  Reading  Program  Library  Call  Numbers 
*  NEW  LA  Conf.  UMW  Standing  Rules  &  Guidelines 


*  Registration  &  Housing  Forms  for  Upcoming  Events 
*  Questions?  Contact  Lana  Lathan,  UMW  Communications  Coordinator 
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Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  visits  with  Harriett  Jane  Olson,  Deputy  General  Secretary 
for  the  Women's  Division,  and  Amanda  Choi,  Executive  Secretary  for  Community  and 
Institutional  Ministries,  before  the  dedication  of  the  North  Rampart  Community  Center. 


Dedications,  from  page  1 

center  during  school  years  and  in  summers 
growing  up.  “I  was  in  my  first  play  there.  I 
attended  dances,  and  was  a  member  of  a 
Girl  Scout  troop.  My  family  got  clothes 
from  the  clothes  closet,”  she  added. 

Billiott  shared  her  thoughts  at  the  Oct. 
27  dedication  of  the  new  Dulac 
Community  Center  building  while  sur¬ 
rounded  by  fellow  board  members,  com¬ 
munity  center  staff,  and  representatives  of 
the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Women’s  Division  staff  leaders  Harriett 
Jane  Olson,  Deputy  General  Secretary, 
Jeralde  McKie,  Associate  General 
Secretary,  and  Amanda  Choi,  Executive 
Secretary  for  Community  and  Institutional 
Ministries  also  took  part  in  the  dedication. 

The  construction  of  the  new  4,000- 
square-foot  facility  was  funded  by  the 
Women’s  Division.  The  existing  communi¬ 
ty  center  was  damaged  by  Hurricane  Rita 
in  September  of  2005.  “The  new  building, 
to  be  called  ‘Friendship  House,’  is  already 
being  used  for  housing  volunteer  work 
teams  that  are  helping  to  rebuild  storm 
damaged  houses  in  the  Dulac  area,”  said 
Rev.  Darryl  Tate,  Executive  Director  of  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Area. 

Storm  recovery  is  an  important  compo¬ 
nent  of  United  Methodism’s  relationship 
with  the  Dulac  community.  Hurricane 
Andrew,  Tropical  Storm  Lilli  and 
Hurricane  Rita  have  taken  turns  devastating 
not  only  the  center,  but  homes  and  struc¬ 
tures  in  the  low  lying  areas  of  this  small 
shrimping  community. 

United  Methodists  are  always  there  to 
help  the  community  and  the  center  get  back 
on  its  feet.  “To  date,  26,806  volunteer 
hours  have  been  donated  through  2,754 
work  teams  coming  to  Dulac  through  the 
Louisiana  United  Methodist  Disaster 
Recovery  Ministry  in  response  to 
Hurricane  Rita.  The  value  of  those  services 
stands  at  $483,580.24  and  the  cost  of  mate¬ 
rials  for  185  clients  will  total  $1,387,500 
once  we  finish  the  work  by  2010.  With  the 
cost  of  building  the  Dulac  Community 
Center,  the  total  amount  of  funding  coming 
into  the  community  exceeds  $  2.5  million,” 

Web  and  internet 

Do  you  want  to  develop  or  expand  a 
Web  presence  for  your  local  church,  dis¬ 
trict  or  conference  organization?  Then  join 
local  church,  district,  and  conference  vol¬ 
unteers,  staff,  webmasters/  servants,  com¬ 
municators,  editors,  and  pastors  for  this 
exciting  training  event. 

United  Methodist  Communications  is 
partnering  with  the  Arkansas  Conference 
office  of  communications  to  present  a  Web 
and  Internet  Technology  training  event  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat 
Center  Nov.  30-Dec.  1,  2007.  Through  pre¬ 
sentations,  panel  discussions,  workshops, 
and  vendor  exhibits,  you  will  be  able  to 
explore  a  variety  of  options  for  Weaving  a 
Web  of  Connections. 

Workshop  topics  include:  Web  Ministry 
101,  User-Centered  Design,  Template- 
Based  Design  from  E-Zekiel,  and 
Welcoming  the  Seeker  through  Web 
Ministry.  Invited  leaders  and  presenters 
include:  Matt  Carlisle,  Susan  Crawford, 


said  Tate. 

Harriett  Olson  reflected  on  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  be  present  at  the  dedication  of  the 
new  Dulac  Community  Center.  “It’s  one 
thing  to  know  the  stories  of  mission 
through  United  Methodist  Women,  to  hear 
about  our  work  around  the  country.  It’s 
quite  another  thing  to  have  a  chance  to  hear 
the  witness  of  lives  changed  through  these 
efforts.  These  events  remind  me  of  our  pur¬ 
pose,  and  how  important  it  is.” 

Olson,  along  with  McKie  and  Choi,  also 
attended  the  Oct.  26  dedication  of  the 
North  Rampart  Community  Center,  a  prop¬ 
erty  of  the  Women’s  Division  serving  the 
city  of  New  Orleans.  The  facility,  formerly 
called  St.  Mark’s  Community  Center,  suf¬ 
fered  significant  wind  damage  during 
Katrina.  UMCOR  work  teams  from  all 
over  the  world  came  to  restore  the  center’s 
pool,  to  put  in  a  brand  new  kitchen,  and  to 
refinish  the  gymnasium  floor. 

“This  building  was  erected  in  1928. 
Honestly,  even  pre-Katrina,  the  building 
was  in  dire  need  of  repair,”  said  Parker,  a 
12-year  employee  who  serves  as  activities 
coordinator  for  the  center.  Visiting  work 
teams  also  retro-fitted  existing  rooms  in  the 
center  to  serve  as  dormitories  for  work 
teams,  building  bunk  beds  for  30  people 
and  installing  additional  showers.  “They 
even  installed  brand  new  combination 
doors,  which  we  have  needed  for  years,” 
said  Parker. 

A  summer  school  program  at  the  center 
for  area  children  was  resurrected  this  sum¬ 
mer,  for  the  first  time  since  the  category-5 
hurricane  devastated  the  city  in  August  of 
2005.  Funding  for  the  program  was  provid¬ 
ed  by  a  grant  through  the  Women’s 
Division. 

“We  had  50  kids  here,  participating  in 
everything  from  swimming  to  computers  to 
art  and  music.  I  would  have  liked  to 
accommodate  1 00  children,  but  funding  is 
an  issue,”  said  Parker,  who  added  that  there 
were  children  on  a  waiting  list  for  the  pro¬ 
gram. 

Sixth-grader  Christie  Coleman  spoke  for 
kids  in  the  program,  saying  how  happy  she 
was  to  be  back  in  New  Orleans  at  the  cen¬ 
ter.  “The  summer  before  Katrina,  we  had 
lots  of  fun  at  camp.  We  did  swimming, 

training  event  set 

Dacia  Gulledge,  Cheryl  A.  Hemmerle, 

Sean  McAtee,  Jason  Otis,  and  others. 

The  training  fee  is  $75  and  includes 
meals,  breaks,  sessions,  and  materials.  The 
registration  deadline  is  Nov.  27,  2007.  To 
register  for  the  training,  visit  training. 
umcom.org  and  select  Weaving  a  Web  of 
Connections.  Space  is  limited  to  125  peo¬ 
ple.  There  is  no  refund  for  cancellation; 
however,  registration  is  transferable.  CEU 
credit  is  available  for  full  participation. 

Overnight  accommodations  are  avail¬ 
able  at  Mount  Sequoyah  ranging  from 
$27-$55  per  night  for  single  occupancy 
with  shared  or  private  bath.  Reserve  your 
room  directly  with  Mount  Sequoyah  by 
calling  (800)  760-8126.  For  more  informa¬ 
tion,  visit  training.umcom.org  or  send  an 
email  to  training@  umcom.org. 

For  more  information,  contact  Cheryl  A. 
Hemmerle  at  chemmerle@umcom.org  or 
call  (888)  278-4862  . 


reading,  computers  and  different  field  trips. 
My  favorite  was  when  we  went  canoeing  at 
Bayou  St.  John.” 

Like  so  many  of  her  friends,  Christie 
evacuated  the  city  when  the  storm  struck. 
“We  stayed  in  a  hotel  in  Dallas,  and  we 
wound  up  living  in  Arlington  for  a  year.  I 
went  to  school  there,”  she  said. 

The  emotional  toll  on  children  like 
Christie  is  still  being  assessed.  “I  really 
missed  my  grandmother  while  we  were 
gone.  I  wanted  to  come  back  and  see  how 
things  were  going,”  she  said.  “At  the 
beginning,  when  I  watched  TV  and  saw 
people  dying,  I  was  very  sad.  My  mom 
actually  saw  some  of  her  students  and  co¬ 
workers  walking  on  the  bridge  trying  to 
leave.  We  were  all  crying.” 

Joanne  Finley,  director  for  the  North 
Rampart  Community  Center,  underscored 
how  important  these  ministries  really  are. 
“The  children  we  serve  need  educational, 
mental  and  spiritual  wholeness.  We  want  to 
help  hurting  families  be  restored.  Katrina 
gave  us  ‘pain  with  a  purpose.’  Good  will 
come  out  of  devastation.” 

Jerry  McKie  said  after  the  dedication  at 
North  Rampart,  “We  are  proud  of  the  rela- 


New  Orleans,  LA-  Wal-Mart  Stores, 

Inc.  has  informed  its  suppliers  that,  effec¬ 
tive  Jan.  1 ,  2008,  the  company  will  no 
longer  buy  and  sell  cypress  mulch  that  is 
harvested,  bagged,  or  manufactured  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana.  The  Save  Our  Cypress 
Coalition,  a  group  of  environmental  organi¬ 
zations,  has  been  publicly  pressuring  the 
major  retailers  Wal-Mart,  Home  Depot, 
and  Lowe’s  to  stop  selling  cypress  mulch 
since  November  2006. 

In  support  of  such  efforts,  the  La. 

United  Methodist  Annual  Conference 
passed  a  petition  during  the  2007  Annual 
Conference  held  in  June,  pledging  that  its 
churches  and  institutions  refrain  from  buy¬ 
ing,  selling  and  using  cypress  mulch  and  its 
derivatives.  The  petition  also  encouraged 
the  state  and  federal  governments,  and 
large  retailers  like  Wal-Mart,  take  action  to 
conserve  cypress  forests. 

“It’s  a  tremendous  step  that  Wal-Mart 
has  recognized  that  cypress  sustainability  is 


tionship  existing  between  conferences,  the 
general  agency  and  the  people  being 
served.  That  kind  of  configuration  is  such  a 
strength  of  our  connectional  church,  and 
allows  us  to  find  out  what  is  truly  needed 
by  the  people  we  help.” 

McKie  pointed  out  that  2.5  million  indi¬ 
viduals  are  served  annually  through  the  103 
community  and  institutional  ministries 
funded  by  the  Women’s  Division. 

The  money  to  fund  the  construction  of 
the  new  Dulac  Community  Center  and  the 
restoration  of  the  North  Rampart 
Community  Center  came  through  UMCOR 
funds,  with  the  knowledge  that  the  facilities 
would  be  used  to  house  volunteers.  Rev. 
Don  Cottrill,  Provost  for  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference  said,  “The  conference 
requested  that  they  be  allowed  to  use  funds 
for  this  purpose,  with  the  cooperation  of 
UMCOR  and  the  Women’s  Division.  The 
centers  will  be  available  for  subsequent 
potential  disaster  response  if  needed,  and 
the  sites  will  continue  to  be  used  to  minis¬ 
ter  to  the  communities  when  not  being  used 
for  volunteers.” 


a  serious  concern.”  said  Mark  Ford, 
Executive  Director  of  the  Coalition  to 
Restore  Coastal  Louisiana,  “The  Save  Our 
Cypress  Coalition  sincerely  thanks  Wal- 
Mart  for  the  action  they’ve  taken  in 
Louisiana,  and  we  will  continue  to  work  to 
completely  end  the  sale  of  unsustainable 
cypress  mulch.” 

“Suppliers  of  cypress  mulch  have 
proven  willing  to  hide  the  source  of  their 
product  in  the  past,”  said  Dean  Wilson, 
from  the  Atchafalaya  Basinkeeper.  “Wal- 
Mart  recognizes  the  difficulties  with  verifi¬ 
cation  and  is  acting  accordingly  by  identi¬ 
fying  the  whole  state  as  an  unacceptable 
source.” 


Open  Hearts 
Open  Minds 
Open  Doors 
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Part  of  the  First  United  Methodist  Church  at  319  Mattie  St.  in  Denham  Springs  was  destroyed  by  a  four-alarm  fire,  causing  at  least  $2  million  in  damages  during  the  evening  hours 
of  Oct.  29.  Local  firefighters,  and  those  from  several  other  departments,  fought  to  save  the  church  sanctuary  and  gymnasium  as  the  education  building  went  up  in  flames. They 
worked  at  the  scene  all  night  and  through  the  day  Tuesday.  An  old  pulpit  Bible,  scorched  in  the  first  fire  and  kept  under  glass  near  the  sanctuary,  was  rescued  by  firefighters. 
Despite  being  soaked  with  water  and  covered  with  ash,  the  Bible  was  still  readable.  Rev.  Bob  Deich,  pastor,  thanks  Rev.  Lee  Osteen,  chaplain  for  the  Denham  Springs  Fire 


Fire,  from  page  1 

fire  suffered  by  the  church. 

Deich  was  appointed  to  serve  the 
church  in  June  of  this  year,  and  had  just 
completed  his  first  100  days  as  pastor. 

The  congregation  held  services  on 
Sunday,  Nov.  4  at  1 1  a.m.  in  the  church 
parking  lot.  Future  plans  for  services  are 
still  under  consideration. 

An  old  pulpit  Bible,  scorched  in  the 
first  fire  and  kept  under  glass  near  the 
sanctuary,  was  rescued  by  firefighters  and 
presented  to  Deich.  "Saving  the  Bible  was 
important  because  this  Bible  serves  as  an 
anchor  in  our  church’s  history.  It  reminds 
me  of  Isaiah  in  the  40th  chapter  ...  the 
flower  fades  and  the  grass  withers,  but  the 
Word  of  the  Lord  lasts  forever,  "  said 
Deich. 

LAVIM  work  teams 
needed  in  Dulac 

United  Methodist  Volunteers  in  Mission 
teams  Teams  are  desperately  needed  to 
serve  in  Dulac,  La.,  particularly  for  the 
months  of  November  and  December.  The 
La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry  is  Dulac  has  received  a  grant  of 
$250,000  that  must  be  spent  on  the  pur¬ 
chase  of  materials  for  client  homes  prior  to 
Dec.  31,  2007.  In  addition,  all  projects 
must  be  completed  by  Feb.  15,  2008.  All  of 
this  work  is  in  reference  to  hurricane 
reconstruction.  For  more  information,  con¬ 
tact  the  Dulac  Station  Manager  J.R 
McGuire  at  (985)  201-1356,  or  johnpaulm- 
cguire@bellsouth.net  You  can  register  a 
team  on-line  at  www.laumcstormrelief.com 
and  request  “Dulac.”  Opportunities  to 
serve  exist  year  round,  but  this  urgent  need 
must  be  filled  in  November  and  December. 


Receive  Income  for  Life  ! 
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'Kids' fund  provides  for  storm  damaged  churches 


A  total  of  $6,150  for  Sunday  school  fur¬ 
nishings  and  supplies  has  been  distributed 
through  the  La.  Annual  Conference 
Christian  Education  office  to  local  church¬ 
es  affected  by  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 

The  funds  have  come  from  “Kids 
Helping  Kids-Sharing  God’s  Love,”  a  fund 


established  for  children  to  help  other  kids 
in  United  Methodist  churches  that  lost 
Sunday  school  and  nursery  furnishings  and 
supplies  when  churches  were  damaged  by 
the  storms.  The  total  amount  of  money  col¬ 
lected  to  date  exceeds  $20,000. 

Rev.  John  Edd  Harper  got  the  idea  for 


the  outreach  initiative  after  receiving 
numerous  calls  from  churches  and  individ¬ 
uals  throughout  the  connection  looking  for 
significant  ways  for  children  to  become 
involved  in  response.  “The  silver  lining 


See  Kids, 


page 


Out  of  Cambodia 


Nicholas  Gitobu  Kithinji,  GBGM  missionary  to  Cambodia,  visited  Louisiana  and  other  parts  of  the  country  during  an  October  trip 
to  the  United  States.  Kithinji,  along  with  his  wife  Esther  Gitobu,  serves  the  poor  of  Cambodia  through  a  multi-layered  ministry 
based  in  Phnom  Penn.  Nicholas,  a  native  of  Kenya,  visited  over  12  local  churches  in  the  La.  Annual  Conference  before  traveling  to 
New  York.  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  teams  and  financial  gifts  from  the  Louisiana  Conference  were  key  in  the  construction 
of  Spean  Chivit  UMC  in  Cambodia,  now  serving  hundreds  of  families. 


GBGM  missionary  to  Cambodia  visits  Louisiana 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Nicholas  Gitobu  Kithinji,  a  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  missionary  to 
Cambodia,  said  that  his  recent  trip  to  the 
United  States  helped  him  to  put  “faces 
behind  the  names”  of  those  supporting 
United  Methodist  ministry  in  Cambodia. 

“It  is  so  important  to  meet  the  people 
who  send  money  for  the  work  being 
done.  It  gives  me  a  chance  to  relate  with 
them  and  to  let  them  know  we  appreciate 
all  their  help.  The  people  connection  is 


more  valuable  than  anything,  and  this 
recent  trip  was  really  a  good  opportunity 
for  my  family  to  say  thank  you,”  said 
Nicholas. 

Kithinji  and  his  wife  Esther,  both 
natives  of  Kenya,  Africa,  are  grateful  for 
the  prayers,  funding  and  volunteer  efforts 
that  flow  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  in  support  of  their  ministry. 

Donor  gifts  help  build  programs  like 
“Faith  Engine,”  a  ministry  which  helps 
young  people  leam  engine  repair  and 


basic  mechanics.  Contributions  fund  pro¬ 
grams  focusing  on  leadership  develop¬ 
ment  for  women,  assisting  them  in  silk 
production,  sewing  industries,  and  agri¬ 
cultural  projects.  “Some  of  the  women 
have  looms,  some  have  sewing  machines. 
Those  that  are  raising  pigs,  chickens  and 
cows  can  assist  others  by  giving  baby 
animals  to  others  in  need.  For  each  six 
piglets  bom,  one  is  passed  on  to  a  neigh¬ 
bor.  This  is  the  passing  of  the  gift,  pass- 

See  Kithinji,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

Outside  it's  Thanksgiving 
and  Inside  It's  Christmas 


LAVIM  individual  volunteers  trained 


Deborah  Hudson  from  Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in  Shreveport,  Erica  Mire  from 
St.  Matthew's  United  Methodist  Church  in  Metairie  and  Robbie  Dunham  from  DeQuincy 
United  Methodist  Church  attended  the  Individual  Volunteer  training  through 
Volunteers  in  Mission  in  Hinton,  Oklahoma  from  Sept.  28-30.  Erica  is  currently  serving  in 
Cambodia,  and  Deborah  and  Robbie  hope  to  be  assigned  to  Mexico  and  Ecuador, 
respectively. 

Discerner's  Academy  set  for  Jan.  4-6 


“Outside  it’s  Thanksgiving  and 
inside  it’s  Christmas.” 

We  have  just  returned  from  a 
quick  evening  dinner  with  friends  on 
the  Sunday  before  Thanksgiving.  It’s 
been  a  little  cool  in  Baton  Rouge  the 
past  few  days  and  it  sounded  like  a 
great  night  for  Mexican  food,  and  it 
was!  In  fact,  any  night  is  a  great 
night  for  Mexican  food! 

While  we  were  eating  Kay  was 
sharing  that  she  has  been  decorating 
our  home  for  Christmas  the  past  few 
days.  We  are  going  to  be  gone  to 
our  younger  son’s  home  for 
Thanksgiving  and  when  we  return 
we  will  be  in  a  mad  rush  toward  the 
Cabinet  Christmas  party  that  we  will 
host  on  December  4th.  There  will 
be  a  multitude  of  things  to  accom¬ 
plish  in  that  intervening  week  and 
decorating  the  house  just  needs  to  be 
accomplished  early.  So  it  is  we 
have  our  home  all  decked  out  in  the 
Christmas  spirit  and  we  haven’t 
even  celebrated  Thanksgiving! 

As  we  drove  up  in  our  driveway 
for  our  friends  to  let  us  out  of  the 
car  tonight,  we  noted  the  decorative 
flag  that  flies  over  our  garage 
throughout  the  seasons  of  the  year. 

It  currently  is  a  flag  with  a  scare¬ 
crow  on  it,  a  pumpkin  or  two  and  a 
very  Thanksgiving-like  feel.  That’s 
when  our  friend  said,  “Well,  outside 
it’s  Thanksgiving,  but  inside  it’s 
Christmas.”  As  I  walked  away  from 
the  car  he  said,  “Now  that  can  be 
the  article  you  are  going  to  go  write 
for  Louisiana  NOW!” 

He  was  correct.  It  is  a  thought  of 
theological  import.  We  still  have 
two  weeks  before  Advent  begins  and 
we  are  already  prepared  for 
Christmas!  At  least  we  are  prepared 
in  the  form  of  home  decor.  But 
what  of  our  hearts  and  lives?  How 
are  we  doing  in  that  category? 

To  live  in  a  spirit  of 
Thanksgiving  is  truly  a  beautiful 
state  in  which  to  celebrate  life.  But 
to  live  in  a  state  of  readiness  for 
something  new  is  even  more 
blessed.  The  gospel  lesson  for  the 
first  Sunday  in  Advent  this  year  is 
Matthew  24:  36-44.  It  says  in  part, 
as  concerns  our  need  to  be  prepared 
for  the  coming  of  Christ  into  our 
lives,  “But  of  that  day  and  hour  no 
one  knows,  not  even  the  angels  of 
heaven,  nor  the  Son,  but  the  Father 
only.  .  .  .Watch  therefore,  for  you  do 
not  know  on  what  day  your  Lord  is 
coming.  But  know  this,  that  if  the 
householder  had  known  in  what  part 


of  the  night  the 
thief  was  coming, 
he  would  have 
watched  and 
would  not  have  let 
his  house  be  bro¬ 
ken  into. 

Therefore  you 
also  must  be 
ready;  for  the  son 
of  man  is  coming 
at  an  hour  you  do 

not  expect.” 

I  suppose  Jesus  would  not  be  dis¬ 
appointed  if  he  came  to  our  house 
and  it  was  decorated  for 
Thanksgiving.  That  is  a  noble  and 
faithful  way  in  which  we  can 
approach  life.  God  has  blessed  us 
with  bounty  and  goodness  and  being 
thankful  to  God  is  what  God  desires 
of  God’s  children.  It’s  an  outpour¬ 
ing  of  our  heart  to  God  for  what 
God  has  done  for  us. 

But  being  ready  for  God  to  enter 
our  lives  right  now  in  the  form  of 
new  birth  and  with  an  inauguration 
of  a  new  heaven  and  a  new  earth  is 
an  even  better  state  in  which  to  live. 
Do  you  see  the  subtle  difference? 

One  way  of  living  is  in  gratitude  for 
what  God  has  done  for  us.  In  a 
sense  it  is  past  tense.  But  the  other 
way  of  living  is  a  present  tense,  or, 
truly  at  its  best,  a  future  tense.  God 
is  entering  our  lives  with  a  new 
promise  that  God  is  going  to  do  a 
new  thing  and  we  are  excited  about 
what  that  might  be  even  though  we 
have  only  a  vague  idea  of  what  it  is! 
It  is  a  spirit  of  energized  anticipa¬ 
tion  as  opposed  to  gratefulness  for 
what  has  been. 

I  pray  you  have  had  a  beautiful 
Thanksgiving  and  that  your  heart 
has  been  filled  with  humble  grati¬ 
tude.  I  also  pray  that  you  are  con¬ 
stantly  living  in  the  spirit  of  antici¬ 
pation  of  a  new  birth  of  Christ  in 
your  life  and  in  the  life  of  the  world 
in  which  we  live.  May  we  truly  be 
thankful  in  everything  we  experi¬ 
ence  even  as  we  constantly  keep  our 
inner  selves  adorned  and  prepared 
for  the  journey  toward  a  new 
Bethlehem  where  our  Christ  will 
make  a  new  appearance  and  will 
birth  into  being  a  new  heaven,  a  new 
earth,  and  a  new  us! 

In  Christ’s  love. 

Bill  Hutchinson 


The  next  Discemers  Academy  will  be 
held  Jan.  4-6,  2008  at  the  Dominican 
Conference  Center,  540  Broadway  St.  in 
New  Orleans. 

“Connecting  to  the  Call:  Beyond  the 
Walls”  is  the  theme  for  this  retreat  which 
will  include  a  wide  view  of  the  city  allow¬ 
ing  participants  to  see  and  learn  from  those 
who  have  restored,  recovered  and  found 
renewal  in  the  times  since  Katrina. 

The  Academy  is  for  those  who  believe 
they  are  hearing  a  call  to  ordained  ministry, 
as  an  elder  or  a  deacon.  Even  if  you  have 
been  to  a  Discemers  Academy  before  we 
encourage  you  to  come  so  that  you  can 
stay  connected  during  this  process  of  dis¬ 
cernment  and  candidacy. 

Bishop  Larry  Goodpastor  of  the 
Alabama- West  Florida  Conference,  Rev. 
Bill  McAlilly,  District  Superintendent  for 
the  Seashore  District  in  the  Mississippi 
Conference,  and  our  own  Bishop  William 
W.  Hutchinson  will  assist  those  attending 
the  retreat  in  answering  questions  about 


entering  the  ministry. 

A  church  bus  will  leave  from 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Baton  Rouge  on 
Friday  at  2:30  p.m.  We  encourage  partici¬ 
pants  to  car  pool  and  arrange  church  vans 
to  travel,  because  of  limited  parking  around 
Dominican  and  in  the  city. 

Register  online  by  going  to  www.la- 
umc.org,  click  on  Spiritual  Formation,  and 
follow  the  link  to  The  Academy  for 
Spiritual  Leadership.  Scroll  down  to  The 
Discemers  Academy  and  register  online  or 
print  your  reservation  and  mail  it  to: 

The  Discemers  Academy,  Louisiana 
Area  Offices,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton 
Rouge,  LA  70802-5700. 

Once  we  receive  your  registration  we 
will  reserve  a  room  for  you  at  Dominican. 

The  fee  is  $27  for  students  and  $77  for 
persons  who  are  employed.  Please  make 
your  check  payable  to  The  Louisiana 
Conference.  For  more  information,  contact 
Linda  Gregg,  (225)  346-1646  ext.  224  or 
(888)  239-5286. 
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News  from 


St  Matthew's  UMC 


St.  Matthew’s  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Metairie  had  70  booths  for  its  27th  annu¬ 
al  Fall  Show,  held  in  October. 

Featured  items  for  the  show  included 
purses,  scarves,  wall  hangings  and  ties 
made  by  women  in  Cambodia  who  are 
being  served  by  The  United  Methodist 
Church.  Esther  Gitobu,  missionary  to 
Cambodia,  and  others  have  helped  the 
women  develop  this  sewing  industry  which 
brings  needed  income  to  their  families. 


A  “Country  Store”  offered  plants, 
homemade  cakes,  breads,  pies,  canned 
items  and  hand-made  craft  items.  Many 
“treasures”  were  sold  at  a  Flea  Market,  also 
part  of  the  Fall  Show. 

Profits  from  the  event  will  help  fund  a 
team  from  St.  Matthew’s  going  to  Reynosa, 
Mex.  on  a  medical  mission  at  the  end  of 
November.  There  are  also  plans  for  a  mis¬ 
sion  trip  to  Cambodia  in  February  of  2008. 


First  UMC  -  Shreveport 


First  United 
Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport  will  host 
Dr.  Terry  Teykl  who 
will  present  a  work¬ 
shop  entitled  “Pray  the 
Price”  on  Feb.  2,  2008 
from  9  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

Serving  as  a  United 
Methodist  pastor  for  28 
years.  Dr.  Teykl  is  cur¬ 
rently  traveling  full-time,  teaching  and 
training  in  the  area  of  prayer.  His  desire  is 

Grayson  UMC 

Grayson  United  Methodist  Church  in 
the  Monroe  District  hosted  a  unique 
Sunday  worship  service  on  Oct.  14,  led  by 
the  Wesley  Foundation  from  Louisiana 
Tech. 

Rev.  Howard  Hudson  welcomed  Becky 
Clark,  the  Foundation’s  associate  director, 
who  presented  the  visiting  team. 

Mark  Bullock  and  Claire  Watson,  were 
in  charge  of  music.  Scarlett  Fiegel  and 
Corwin  Jones  gave  testimonies,  and  Ian 
Haneline  and  Jenna  Naron  directed  the 
Bible  lesson.  A  memorable  comment  com¬ 
ing  from  one  of  the  young  people  was,  “I 


to  motivate  and  equip  local  churches  “to 
join  the  surge  of  prayer  evangelism  that  is 
sweeping  the  globe.”  Teykl  uses  a  blend  of 
“wisdom,  practicality,  and  humor  as  he 
urges  Christians  of  all  denominations  to 
unite  in  prayer  aimed  at  the  Great 
Commission.” 

The  cost  for  the  event  is  $  1 5  per  person. 
Lunch  is  provided  and  a  nursery  will  be 
available. 

Lor  more  information,  contact  the  First 
UMC,  Shreveport  at  (318)  424-7771  or 
visit  www.fumcshreveport.org 


discovered  at  Wesley  that  God  can  do 
much  more  with  my  life  than  I  can  do 
alone.” 

Clark  described  some  of  the  weekly 
events  at  the  Wesley,  such  as  Nights  at  the 
Well,  an  interactive  worship  service,  and 
Laid  Back  Lunch,  which  members  help 
prepare.  Through  this  recent  visit  and 
service,  the  Grayson  congregation  learned 
that  indeed  the  Wesley  Foundation  contin¬ 
ues  to  be  in  the  “business  of  raising  a  gen¬ 
eration  of  followers  of  Christ  who  in  turn 
lead.” 


Dr.  Terry  Teykl 


the  districts 

St  Luke's  UMC 


John  and  Mary  Anne  Rankin,  members  of  St.  Luke's  UM  C  in  Shreveport,  receive  awards 
during  the  recent  Louisiana  Association  of  Nonprofit  Organizations  Awards  Ceremony. 


John  and  Mary  Anne  Rankin,  members 
of  St.  Luke’s  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Shreveport,  recently  received  awards  dur¬ 
ing  the  Louisiana  Association  of  Nonprofit 
Organizations  Awards  Ceremony.  John, 
who  serves  as  president  and  CEO  of 
Goodwill  Industries  of  North  Louisiana, 
accepted  the  Goodwill’s  Louisiana 
Standards  of  Excellence  Certification. 


Mary  Anne,  executive  director  of  the 
Bossier  Council  on  Aging,  also  took  home 
an  award  for  her  agency.  The  Rankins,  both 
long-time  members  of  St.  Luke’s  UMC, 
are  very  involved  with  church  activities.He 
is  chair  of  the  SPR  committee  and  she  has 
chaired  the  Pumpkin  Patch  committee  for 
the  church  for  nearly  10  years. 


Monroe  district  hosts  conference 


The  Monroe  District  hosted  a  Christian 
education  conference  in  October  using  the 
theme  “Teach  a  Child-Touch  a  Life.”  The 
district-wide  event  was  hosted  by  First 
United  Methodist  Church  of  Monroe  and 
sponsored  by  the  laity  of  St.  Paul’s  UMC 
and  First  UMC,  Monroe.  Ken  Kington, 
nationally  known  Christian  comedian,  per¬ 
formed  for  the  group  on  Friday  evening 
and  inspired  participants  with  a  devotional 
on  Saturday  morning.  Rev.  Dawn  Young, 
conference  director  of  Christian  Education, 


set  up  a  Cokesbury  resource  table  for  the 
event.  Donna  Foste,  president  of  the 
Louisiana  Christian  Educators  Fellowship, 
was  on  hand  to  enroll  persons  in  the  local 
chapter  of  the  organization.  Professional 
and  volunteer  Christian  educators  from  1 8 
congregations  participated.  Participants 
were  so  encouraged  by  the  conference  that 
two  volunteers  pledged  to  host  next  year’s 
event!  Coordinators  for  the  event  were 
Denise  Hardy  and  Jill  Mouk. 
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News  from  the  districts 


Fred  Neal,  Jr.,  Willie  Mae  Neal,  Fred  Neal,  Sr.,  Gail  McKay,  Rev.  Darlene  Moore  and 
Constance  Carroll  are  pictured  at  Camphor  Memorial  UMC's  annual  Laity  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  service.  Neal,  lay  leader  of  Neeley  UMC,  served  as  guest  speaker. 

Neely  UMC  and  Camphor  UMC 


Briggs  UMC 

Briggs  United  Methodist  Church  has 
been  providing  a  supervised  after  school 
setting  for  children  from  kindergarten 
through  the  eighth  grade  for  the  past  few 
years  in  a  building  owned  by  St.  Theresa 
Catholic  Church  in  Abbeville.  With  the 
permission  of  the  church’s  parish  council 
and  Bishop  Michael  Jarrell,  the  building 
has  now  been  officially  donated  to  Briggs 
UMC  to  enable  them  to  continue  working 
with  the  neighborhood  students. 

Briggs  UMC  Learning  Center  for  Life 
has  grown  to  include  almost  85  students 
daily  in  their  program  that  runs  from  4-6 
p.m.  weekdays.  The  registration  cost  per 
child  is  only  $5  per  year.  The  rest  of  the 
funding  for  the  program  comes  from  dona¬ 
tions  and  fund  raisers. 

“Good  behavior  is  stressed,”  said  Rev. 
Charles  Hill,  pastor  for  Briggs  UMC.  “We 
work  with  the  kids  to  help  them  respect 
themselves  and  others.  Computers  are 
available  and  we  guide  the  children  as  to 
what  they  can  look  up  online  while  they’re 
here.  We  also  have  a  four  w'eek  summer 
tutoring  program  where  we  bring  teachers 
in  to  help  work  in  the  areas  of  reading  and 
math.  That  program  is  also  covered  with 
the  annual  registration.” 

When  the  Briggs  Learning  for  Life 
Center  first  opened,  the  average  grade 
point  for  the  kids  fell  between  0.5  -  2.1. 


Bethany  UMC 

Bethany  United  Methodist  Church  cele¬ 
brated  its  50th  Golden  Jubilee  Anniversary 
Oct.  28  during  a  worship  service  attended 
by  421  people. 

The  processional  featured  a  cross  donat¬ 
ed  by  Rev.  Dorothy  Bimber  Worley  from 
First  UMC  in  Santa  Monica,  California, 
one  of  Bethany’s  partner  churches.  Jim 
Krause  carried  the  altar  Bible  which  had 
been  under  10-11  feet  of  water  during 
Hurricane  Katrina.  It  was  restored  by  the 
members  of  First  UMC  in  Santa  Monica, 
and  is  now  placed  in  a  glass  enclosed  table, 
also  donated  by  the  California  church. 

Participating  in  the  service  were  Bishop 
William  W.  Hutchinson;  Provost  Dr. 

Donald  Cottrill;  Rev.  Freddie  Henderson, 
former  New  Orleans  District 
Superintendent;  Rev.  David  A.  Gilmore, 
pastor  of  Swope  Park  UMC  in  Kansas 
City,  Missouri  and  preacher  for  the  event; 


After  the  past  report  card  period,  nine  stu¬ 
dents  have  straight  A’s  and  42  have  a  2.8 
grade  point  average.  “And  that  student 
with  the  2. 1  GPA  is  now  a  senior  at 
Abbeville  High  School,”  said  Hill. 

Community  support  for  this  effort  is 
widespread,  and  primarily  comes  from  the 
Christian  Sendee  Center  of  Abbeville,  St. 
Theresa  Catholic  Church,  St.  Mary 
Congregational  Church,  the  local  Burger 
King  and  Wendy’s,  Mayor  Mark  Piazza 
and  many  other  volunteers. 

Rev.  Hill,  a  board  member  for  Families 
in  Need  of  Service,  said  that  a  number  of 
the  children  coming  to  the  learning  center 
are  in  the  FINS  program,  which  works 
with  troubled  children  is  to  keep  them  out 
of  the  court  system.  “The  service  we  give 
to  the  children  is  simply  love  them  and 
let  them  know  that  they  can  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  world  with  an  education.  Here, 
they  learn  in  a  different  atmosphere.  They 
leam  to  be  quiet  and  do  their  homework, 
and  we  have  actually  found  that  a  lot  of 
them  have  a  problem  reading.  So  we 
work  with  them  on  that  as  well.” 

Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  will 
lead  a  dedication  service  for  the  center  on 
November  15,  2007  at  5:30  p.m. 

“This  is  a  great  day  to  be  a  servant  of 
Jesus  the  Christ.  Let  your  light  shine  today 
by  just  smiling,”  said  Hill. 


Rev.  Hadley  R.  Edwards,  senior  pastor  of 
Bethany  UMC;  Rev.  Marva  L.  Mitchell, 
associate  pastor;  Lucretia  C.  Merriman, 
50th  Golden  Jubilee  Anniversary  chairper¬ 
son.  Music  was  provided  by  Bethany’s 
Mass  Choir  and  Swope  Park  United 
Methodist  Church’s  Musical  Ensemble. 

A  Celebratory  Litany  of  Praise,  written 
by  Dr.  Anita  H.  Crump,  was  read  by  Rev. 
Marva  L.  Mitchell.  Rev.  Gilmore’s  mes¬ 
sage  was  themed,  “You  Can  Always  Come 
Home.” 

Three  new  members  joined  the  church 
at  the  end  of  the  service. 

Guests  at  the  reception  following 
included  members  of  Bethany’s  partner 
churches,  including  Paradise  Valley  UMC 
in  Arizona  and  First  UMC  in  Santa 
Monica,  California.  Members  of  Swope 
Park  UMC  also  shared  in  the  celebration. 


Fred  Neal,  lay  leader  of  Neely  United 
Methodist  Church,  was  the  guest  speaker 
for  Camphor  Memorial  UMC’s  annual 
Laity  Sunday  worship  service,  held  Oct.  21 
in  Baton  Rouge. 


First  United  Methodist  Church  in  St. 
Joseph  celebrated  its  50th  anniversary 
Sunday,  Oct.  14  with  a  special  morning 
service  and  a  covered  dish  dinner. 

Friends  and  former  members  joined  the 
congregation  in  hearing  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  deliver  the  message.  Monroe 
District  Superintendent  Bob  Burgess  and 
former  pastors  Donald  Morgan  of  Liberty, 
Miss.  And  Kibbie  Hatfield  of  Baton  Rouge 
were  also  in  attendance.  Mary  Coody 


Local  attorney  Gail  McKay,  lay  leader 
for  Camphor  UMC,  welcomed  Neal  on 
behalf  of  the  congregation.  Rev.  Darlene  A 
Moore  is  senior  pastor  and  Rev.  Mary 
Robinson  is  associate  pastor  for  Camphor. 


Barnett,  daughter  of  former  pastor  Arby 
Coody,  returned  with  her  husband  Sam  to 
worship  with  the  congregation. 

A  ‘History  room’  filled  with  hundreds 
of  pictures  of  ministers,  members  and 
newspaper  articles  were  enjoyed  by  guests. 

During  the  past  50  years,  16  pastors 
have  faithfully  served  First  UMC,  with 
Rev.  Raymon  Owens,  Jr.  as  the  current  pas¬ 
tor.  St.  Joseph  UMC  is  in  the  Monroe  dis¬ 
trict. 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson  and  Rev.  Ray  Owens  Jr.,  pastor  of  St.  Joseph  UMC,  are 
shown  at  the  church's  50th  anniversary  celebration  on  Oct.  14. 


First  UMC  -  St.  Joseph 
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Brooks-Shaw  Temple 


First  UMC  -  Eunice 


Bishop  William  W.  Hutchinson,  Rev.  Ralph  Ford,  Rev.  Deborah  Williams  and  Rev.  Yvonne 
Dayries  are  pictured  at  the  dedication  ceremony  for  Brooks-Shaw  Temple  UMC. 


Brooks  and  Shaw  Temple  United 
Methodist  Churches  in  New  Orleans  cele¬ 
brated  the  merger  of  their  two  congrega¬ 
tions  and  the  dedication  of  their  sanctuary 
on  Sept.  30,  with  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson  delivering  the  message  to  the 
congregation. 

Superintendent  Ralph  Ford  performed 
the  dedication  ceremony.  Rev.  Barbara 
Murray  led  the  ministry  of  music  for  the 
service.  Dr.  Martha  Orphe,  Mission  Zone 
Director  and  Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries  also  par¬ 
ticipated  in  the  worship  celebration. 

The  newly  merged  congregation  calls 
itself  Brooks-Shaw  Temple  UMC,  with 
Rev.  Deborah  Williams  serving  as  the  pas¬ 
tor.  The  church  has  begun  the  difficult 


work  of  rebuilding  ministry  in  the 
Hollygrove-Dixon  community  as  well  as 
completing  the  work  of  rebuilding  their 
church.  The  congregation  has  already 
hosted  Vacation  Bible  School,  a  communi¬ 
ty  resource  fair,  and  the  first  Hollygrove 
Neighborhood  Association  Meeting  since 
Katrina.  Members  of  the  congregation 
walk  through  the  community  talking  to 
neighbors  and  inviting  them  to  church. 
Future  ministry  events  include  providing 
Thanksgiving  Baskets  for  needy  families  in 
the  area.  On  Dec.  2,  2007,  Rev.  Joseph 
Daniels  of  Emory  United  Methodist 
Church  will  preach  at  9  a.m.  The  public  is 
invited  to  attend. 


First  United  Methodist  Church,  Eunice 
in  the  Lake  Charles  District  hosted  a  sing- 
a-long  event  called  “Heaven’s  Harmony” 
on  Oct.  2 1  at  the  church.  “Heaven’s 
Harmony  is  a  Gaither  Homecoming-style 
singing  event  attended  by  Christians  from 
many  different  denominations.  We  gather 
in  the  round  and  sing  some  of  gospel 
music’s  most-loved  songs  in  full,  four-part 


harmony.  We’ve  had  as  many  as  60  peo¬ 
ple  at  past  events,”  said  Dwight  Jodon, 
music  director  for  the  church. 

Participants  enjoyed  featured  special 
music  by  the  First  United  Methodist  choir. 
First  Baptist  Church  Praise  Team  and  two 
guest  pianists.  Attendance  topped  30  for 
this  afternoon  of  music,  fellowship  and 
refreshments. 


News  from  the  districts 

UMC 


Munholland  UMC 


Broadmoor  UMC  -  Baton  Rouge 


Broadmoor  United  Methodist  Church, 
Baton  Rouge  recently  collected  over 
20,000  food  items  for  distribution  through 
Southeast  Ministries,  a  food  pantry  and 
meals  service  based  out  of  the  church. 


Broadmoor  works  with  an  ecumenical 
coalition  of  faith  based  organizations  to 
serve  over  6,000  clients  annually  in 
Southeast  Baton  Rouge. 


BY  SARAH  KREUTZIGER 

“Inspiring,”  “uplifting,”  “creative,” 
“wonderful”  were  some  of  the  words  used 
to  describe  Munholland  United  Methodist 
Church’s  tribute  to  Charles  Wesley  on  his 
300th  birthday.  The  Chancel  Choir,  under 
the  direction  of  Jan  Schluter,  wowed  the 
congregation  with  two  original  versions  of 
Charles  Wesley’s  hymns,  one  arrangement 
the  work  of  the  Reverend  John  Deschner’s 
father,  Roger,  another  poet  minister. 

Charles  Wesley  himself  (aka  Art  Johnson) 
took  part  in  his  own  composition  per¬ 
formed  by  the  singers  in  the  morning  wor¬ 
ship  and  provided  helpful  advice  for  the 
same  group  that  evening.  (It  was  hilarious 
to  hear  the  choir  sing  off  key,  scratch  their 
heads,  and  otherwise  give  the  great 
Composer  much  to  “reform”.)  “Bro”  John 
Deschner  showed  his  love  of  Methodism’s 
great  poet  by  highlighting  his  life  in  the 
three  early  services  and  taking  us  theologi¬ 
cally  through  the  year  in  the  evening  sing 
along.  Rev.  Janet  Cavalier  and  Nancy  Field 
participated  as  well.  Nearly  $500  was 
given  in  a  love  offering  that  night.  The 
money  will  be  added  to  the  Susie  May 
Scholarship  funds  for  graduate  education  in 
ministry  or  sacred  music.  To  date,  the 
scholarship  has  sponsored  five  Munholland 


members  in  their  quest  for  ordained  min¬ 
istry. 

After  the  short  evening  service  the 
congregation  sang,  “Happy  Birthday”  to 
Charles  as  many  of  the  candles  on  the  300 
cupcakes  baked  for  the  occasion  were  lit. 
Despite  the  absence  of  a  large  crowd,  the 
congregation  managed  to  make  a  good 
dent  in  the  sweet  supply.  Leftovers  were 
frozen  for  other  functions  and  the  colorful 
balloons  were  sent  home  with  children. 
Pam  Eversmeyer  sold  Munholland  orna¬ 
ments  and  previewed  the  Munholland ’s 
history  video  which  is  in  its  final  stage  of 
production.  Alan  Zansler  is  the  creator  and 
producer. 

Special  thanks  go  to  the  Susie  May 
Scholarship  Committee  for  their  hard  work 
this  past  year  planning  the  birthday  cele¬ 
bration;  Jan  Schluter  and  the  Chancel 
Choir;  Organist  Phil  Sparks;  Art  “Charles 
Wesley”  Johnson;  our  cupcake  bakers 
headed  by  Phyllis  Zansler;  decorators  Terri 
Purvis  and  Lisa  Bourgeois;  clergy  John 
Deschner,  Janet  Cavalier,  and  Nancy  Field; 
publicity  person  Darlene  Brown;  photog¬ 
rapher  Keith  Kreutziger;  and  the  other  vol¬ 
unteers  who  supported  our  efforts  in  the 
middle  of  a  very  busy  congregational 
weekend. 
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News  from  the  districts 


A  tiny  'Snow  White'  enjoys  a  gift  of  candy  during  the  Broadmoor  UMC,  Shreveport 
Neighborhood  Block  Party,  held  Oct.  28. 


Broadmoor  UMC 

Music,  laughs  and  a  red-white-and-blue 
hot  air  balloon  filled  the  air  outside 
Broadmoor  UMC  in  Shreveport  on 
Sunday,  Oct.  28  as  about  1,500  from  the 
community  shared  a  time  of  fun  and  fel¬ 
lowship  at  the  church’s  Neighborhood 
Block  Party. 

This  annual  fall  festival  is  an  outreach 
ministry,  offering  activities  for  all  ages. 
From  health  and  safety  fairs,  to  spacewalks 
and  hot  air  balloon  and  pony  rides,  the 
event  focuses  not  only  on  providing  fami¬ 
ly-friendly  activities,  but  also  learning 
more  about  the  needs  of  the  community. 

In  addition  to  advertising  in  local  publi¬ 
cations,  members  of  the  church  distributed 
door  hangers  throughout  the  area.  While 
those  door  hangers  served  as  a  personal 
invitation  to  households,  the  tickets 
returned  to  the  church  gave  each  person  an 
opportunity  to  share  social  concerns.  From 
homelessness  to  crime,  residents  of  the 
Shreveport-Bossier  City  area  expressed 


-  Shreveport 

their  concerns  and  needs.  The  church  will 
examine  those  responses  and  see  how 
some  needs  can  be  met. 

“This  is  our  way  to  give  back  to  the 
community,”  said  Rev.  Kathy  Wafer, 
Broadmoor  UMC  Associate  Pastor  and 
organizer  of  the  free  event. 

Donations  from  church  members  and 
area  businesses  make  this  event  possible, 
with  some  costs  offset  by  a  Neighborhood 
Improvement  Plan  grant  from  the  city. 

While  many  other  fall  festivals  and  the 
State  Fair  were  in  full  swing  in  Shreveport, 
this  year’s  Block  Party  grew  not  only  in 
activities  but  also  in  attendees.  “Many  of 
these  visitors  indicated  they  do  not  have  a 
church  home,”  Wafer  said.  “With  this 
event,  we  create  an  opportunity  of  signifi¬ 
cant  scale  and  magnitude  to  help  accom¬ 
plish  our  church’s  mission  of  ‘Making  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Jesus  Christ’  -  right  here  in  our 
neighborhood  by  simply  opening  our 
doors.” 


Wesley  Foundation  -  Southern  University 


With  student  activities  such  as  Bible 
study  with  the  Southern  University 
Interdenominational  Choir,  Sunday  wor¬ 
ship  services  and  “movie  and  a  meal” 
already  in  place.  The  Wesley  Foundation  at 
Southern  University  began  searching  for 
new  ways  to  use  its  presence  to  reach  out 
to  more  campus  students.  Southern 
University’s  softball  coach  Nancy  Marshall 
asked  the  Foundation  to  host  a  fall  to 
retreat  focused  on  helping  to  strengthen  the 
bonds  between  the  new  and  returning  play¬ 
ers  on  her  team  before  the  upcoming  soft- 
ball  season.  The  retreat  was  held  at  the 
Wesley  Foundation  on  Saturday,  Oct.  27, 
and  was  attended  by  over  25  student 
atheletes. 

The  half-day  event  featured  breakfast, 
lunch  and  food  for  the  soul.  Campus 
Minister  Rev.  Willie  Laws,  Rev.  Will  Bates 


of  Living  Faith  Youth  ministry,  and  Rev. 
Connie  Saizon  of  St.  Landry  UMC  spoke 
on  the  topics  of  team  unity,  attitudes  and 
vision,  respectively.  Minister  Kelvin 
Kelley  of  Fellowship  for  Christian  Athletes 
(FCA)  concluded  the  event  with  reflec¬ 
tions. 

Gus  Kinchen,  regional  director  for  the 
FCA,  and  Rev.  Laws  recently  reactivated 
the  Fellowship  of  Christian  Athletes  chap¬ 
ter  at  Southern  University.  In  an  effort  to 
expand  Fellowship  for  Christian  Athletes, 
Rev.  Laws  is  reaching  out  to  other  coaches 
and  wants  more  teams  to  be  involved  in 
this  growing  ministry.  “I  hope  we  will 
continue  to  build  spiritual  leaders  and 
make  disciples  of  Jesus  Christ.  At  such  an 
influential  time  in  life,  we  need  to  make  a 
strong  impact  on  these  athletes  in  a  creative 
and  fun  way,”  said  Laws. 


A  Women's  Lenten  Retreat 

Growing  in  Joy:  A  Workshop  for  Busy  Women 

Saturday,  Feb.  1 6, 2008 
8:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

University  United  Methodist  Church 
United  Methodist  Women 
3501  Patrick  Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA 
Cost:  $30  ($15  for  Students) 

Retreat  Leader 
Judy  Pace  Christie 

For  more  information i,  contact  the  church  at  (337)  477-2003  or  visit 
the  website  at  www.universitymethodist.com 


Karen  Carpenter,  Rev.  Eddie  Carpenter,  pastor,  Althea  Crofoot,  Rev.  Raymond  Crofoot, 
Rev.  Fred  Wideman  and  Ann  Wideman  are  pictured  at  the  50th  anniversary  service  for 
Pollock  UMC  on  Oct.  14. 

Pollock  UMC 


Pollock  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Pollack,  La.  marked  the  50th  anniversary 
of  the  church’s  sanctuary  on  Oct.  14  with  a 
Heritage-Homecoming  Celebration. 

Rev.  Fred  Wideman,  senior  pastor  of 
Trinity  UMC  in  Ruston,  spoke  at  the  serv¬ 
ice,  delivering  a  message  entitled  “There’s 
No  Place  Like  Home.”  Wideman  served 
Pollock  UMC  as  his  first  appointment  from 
1976-1978. 

Also  in  attendance  was  Rev.  Raymond 
Crofoot,  who  served  the  church  from  1949- 


1952,  and  his  wife  Althea.  Crofoot  was  the 
designer  of  the  new  church  5 1  years  ago. 

A  near  record  crowd  enjoyed  the  serv¬ 
ice,  which  was  followed  by  a  special  din¬ 
ner  prepared  by  the  “master  cooks”  of 
Pollock  UMC. 

An  afternoon  program  featured  a  per¬ 
formance  by  “Brothers  Redeemed,”  a 
Gospel  singing  group,  and  a  time  of 
remembrance  with  church  members 
expressing  what  Pollock  UMC  means  to 
them. 
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Preview  of  VBS  Curriculum 
Jan.  12, 2008 
8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Wesley  CenterWoodworth,  La. 

This  year,  the  Annual  Conference  will  sponsor  a  preview  of  the  eight 
most  popular  Vacation  Bible  School  curricula  offered  by  the  major 
publishing  houses.  This  will  include  Cokesbury,  Lifeway,  Group,  and 
Augsburg  Fortress .  You  will  have  an  opportunity  to  view  a  presenta¬ 
tion  of  each  curriculum  and  hear  from  a  local  church  representative 
about  the  pros  and  cons  of  each  curriculum.  The  Cokesbury  store  will 
be  on  hand  to  order  curriculum  and  an  opportunity  to  browse 
through  their  store.  Registration  is  $15  dollars  per  person  and 
includes  lunch.  For  more  information  contact  Rev.  Dawn  Young,  (318) 
458-5860  or  deacondawn@earthlink.net 


Name _ 

District _ 

Home  Church _ 

Mailing  Address _ 

Phone  number  where  you  can  be  reached _ 

Email  Address _ 

*Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 

Registration  is  $15  per  person.  Deadline  for  registration  December  30, 2007 

Mail  to:  VBS  2008  Preview,  Attn:  Rhonda  Whitley,  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference,  527  North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Kithinji  ,  from  page  1 

ing  on  the  blessing  that  they  have 

received,”  said  Nicholas. 

Kithinji  was  deeply  moved  when  a 
member  of  a  Louisiana  United  Methodist 
Men’s  group  pledged  funds  to  support  the 
training  of  10  women  for  10  weeks  in 
memory  of  his  mother,  now  deceased. 

“The  man’s  mother  had  a  big  heart  and  was 
a  ‘can  do’  person.  He  felt  it  just  made  sense 
to  give  this  gift  in  her  name,”  said  Kithinji. 

The  missionary  couple  works  with  the 
poorest  of  the  poor  at  an  enormous  dump- 
site  in  Phnom  Penn.  Families  live  at  the 
site,  foraging  for  items  they  can  sell  to 
make  a  living.  The  children  of  these  fami¬ 
lies  live  in  filthy  conditions  with  little  or  no 
hope  for  anything  different  in  their  future. 
“The  United  Methodist  Church  has  estab¬ 
lished  a  school  near  the  dump  where  these 
children  can  receive  an  education  for  just 
$10  a  month.  The  English  classes  are  so 
important,  and  these  children  are  acquiring 
skills  that  will  help  them  break  the  poverty 
barrier,”  said  Kithinji. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  plays  a  critical 
role  for  the  growth  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cambodia. 

“Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  has  been 
a  very  good  partner.  Spean  Chivit  UMC, 
now  serving  hundreds  of  people  and  fami¬ 
lies,  would  not  have  been  built  without 
donations  and  the  physical  help  of  visiting 
teams.  Plans  for  future  programs  for  the 
church  are  being  fonned,  and  District 
Superintendents  are  working  with  all 
Cambodian  churches  as  they  plan  for  more 
programs. 

With  the  Christmas  holidays  approach¬ 
ing,  those  wishing  to  give  in  support  of 
Cambodian  ministries  can  give  to  a  variety 
of  different  project.  “In  addition  to  the  $10 
per  month  to  educate  a  child,  we  are 
appealing  for  Bibles  for  churches,  which 
only  cost  $7  each.  The  books  are  printed  in 
Khmer,  the  native  language  of  the  country. 

In  addition  to  Bibles,  Sunday  School  and 
other  Christian  education  materials  have 
been  developed.  Churches  have  been 
receiving  the  items  and  are  very  excited  to 
have  Christian  materials  in  their  native 


tongue.  Donations  can  help  us  get  these 
items  int  he  hands  of  more  people,”  said 
Nicholas. 

Another  important  program  that  is  tak¬ 
ing  off  in  Cambodia  is  the  installation  of 
water  filters  for  local  homes.  “The  lack  of 
clean  water  is  a  major  health  issue  for 
Cambodians.  The  Cambodia  Health  and 
Agriculture  Development  program  pro¬ 
vides  water  filters  for  only  $3  each.  Now 
people  can  reduce  water  bom  diseases,”  he 
added. 

Health  care  for  the  sick  is  another  effort 
of  The  United  Methodist  Church  that  is  in 
its  infancy  stages.  “We  currently  have  one 
missionary  that  is  a  health  care  giver.  She 
usually  travels  to  smaller  communities, 
working  at  health  care  facilities,  building  a 
network  for  health  care.  Funding  for  anoth¬ 
er  missionary  doing  this  kind  of  work  is 
badly  needed,”  said  Kithinji. 

Perhaps  the  biggest  news  shared  by 
Nicholas  is  that  the  church  in  Cambodia  is 
forming  a  unified  Methodist  mission.  The 
Korean  Methodist  Church,  the  Methodist 
Mission  of  Singapore,  the  World 
Federation  of  Chinese  Methodists 
(Malaysia)  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  coming  together  to  establish  a 
mission  conference  in  August  of  2008. 
“This  union  will  ease  the  overall  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  church,  and  the  changes  will 
help  future  growth,”  said  Kithinji,  who  pre¬ 
dicts  that  by  2016,  they  will  have  elected 
the  first  Cambodian  bishop 

Continuing  education,  lay  and  clergy 
leadership  development  and  training  of 
pastors  in  Cambodia  is  key,  according  to 
Nicholas.  “Pastors  and  lay  people  need 
opportunities  for  refresher  courses.  We 
hope  to  get  foreign  lecturers  for  this  pur¬ 
pose,  now  that  the  church  is  integrated  as  a 
unified  mission.” 

Planting  the  seeds  and  interesting  peo¬ 
ple  by  sharing  the  Gospel  is  the  initial  task 
at  hand.  “The  rest  God  does.  It  doesn’t 
matter  who  planted  the  tree,  ultimately  it’s 
the  fruit  that  matters,”  said  Kithinji. 

Checks  to  support  ministry  in  Cambodia 
may  be  made  out  to  the  La.  Annual 
Conference  to  Advance  #13077Z. 


Kids,  from  page  1 

behind  the  cloud  of  loss  and  sadness  is  the 
strong  desire  among  United  Methodists  to 
help  each  other.  It  is  especially  heart  warm¬ 
ing  to  see  this  stirring  in  the  hearts  of  our 
young  people,”  he  said. 

Rev.  Becky  Conner,  serving  in  the  New 
Orleans  District,  explained  how  funds  from 
the  initiative  have  helped  Cornerstone  and 
Covenant  United  Methodist  Churches,  both 
affected  by  Hurricane  Katrina.  “We  pur¬ 
chased  televisions  with  DVD  players  for 
both  churches,  and  a  CD  player  and  audio¬ 
visual  cart  for  Covenant.  High  chairs  were 
purchased,  and  special  adjustable  tables  so 
that  children  could  sit  at  tables  of  the 
appropriate  height  during  preschool  and 
Sunday  school,”  said  Conner. 

Cornerstone  UMC,  a  multicultural 
church,  was  in  need  of  ethnic  baby  dolls 
for  the  children’s  program.  “We  had  plenty 
of  little  white  dolls,  but  no  African 
American  or  Hispanic  dolls.  I  was  so  excit¬ 
ed  when  I  arrived  at  Toys  R  Us  to  find  out 
that  the  dolls  I  needed  were  on  sale,  so  I 
got  six  instead  of  three,”  said  Conner. 

Paint  used  to  update  child  size  chairs 
was  purchased  with  the  funds.  “A  youth 
group  from  Belmont  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Massachusetts,  one  of  our  part¬ 
ner  churches,  painted  the  chairs  in  bright. 


fun  colors  and  patterns,”  she  added. 

Conner  explained  why  it  is  so  important 
to  invest  money  in  furnishings  and  supplies 
for  children’s  ministries.  “When  you  have 
the  appropriate  size  facility  equipment,  and 
when  you  can  sit  in  a  chair  designed  for 
your  size  or  a  table  for  your  height ...  or 
when  you  can  hold  a  baby  doll  that  repre¬ 
sents  your  ethnicity,  all  these  things  say 
‘Welcome.’ 

Needs  have  been  created  in  many  south 
Louisiana  churches,  even  if  they  were  not 
completely  destroyed.  “Many  Christian 
educators  in  local  churches  have  said  that 
their  budgets  have  been  cut  to  bare  bones, 
which  makes  the  purchase  of  new  Sunday 
school  and  nursery  supplies  very  difficult. 
Those  churches  have  needs  right  now,” 
added  Harper.  Checks  from  the  “Kids 
Helping  Kids — SGL”  fund  have  been  sent 
to  Cornerstone  United  Methodist  Church, 
New  Orleans;  First  UMC  (preschool), 
Slidell;  First  UMC  (children’s  ministry), 
Slidell;  Lacombe  UMC,  Lacombe; 
Covenant  UMC,  Chalmette;  and  Brooks- 
Shaw  Temple  UMC,  New  Orleans. 

Churches  interested  in  finding  out  more 
about  the  fund,  or  how  to  apply  for  a  grant, 
may  contact  Rev.  Harper  at  (225)  346-1646 
or  johnedd@bellsouth.net. 


nistry  candidates  shifting  to  online  applications 
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NASFTVILLE,  Tenn.  (UMNS)  -  More 
than  800  ministry  candidates  have  complet¬ 
ed  their  application  online  since  Jan.  2, 
doubling  the  400  applications  received  and 
processed  using  the  old  paper  system  dur¬ 
ing  the  same  period. 

The  online  process  was  launched  last 
January  by  the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Higher  Education  and  Ministry,  the  agency 
overseeing  the  church’s  licensed  and 
ordained  leadership. 

Staff  with  the  agency  expects  that,  by 
January  2008,  all  candidates  with  Internet 
access  will  complete  the  enrollment  online. 

“The  online  candidacy  application  sys¬ 
tem  is  a  major  step  in  streamlining  a  com¬ 
plex  and  time-sensitive  process,”  said  the 
Rev.  Sharon  Rubey,  director  of  candidacy 
and  conference  relations. 

“It  should  dramatically  decrease  the 
almost  25  percent  of  candidacy  applica¬ 
tions  that  are  returned,  delayed  or  not  com¬ 
pleted  because  of  lack  of  accessibility  to 
required  information  or  people,”  said 


Rubey,  who  is  responsible  for  the  candida¬ 
cy  program  for  ordination  and  licensing. 

While  the  total  number  of  applications 
this  year  is  comparable  to  previous  years, 
the  online  process  gives  candidates  the 
possibility  of  completing  their  enrollment 
and  receiving  their  candidacy  guidebook 
within  half  the  time,  according  to  Rubey. 

Each  annual  conference  candidacy  reg¬ 
istrar  has  the  ability  to  enter,  maintain  and 
update  their  candidacy  mentor  file  online, 
“which  should  improve  the  response  time 
to  the  candidates,”  said  Rubey. 

Rubey  said  the  online  system  is  another 
way  to  foster  development  of  new  clergy 
leaders  for  The  United  Methodist  Church. 
The  change  helps  to  address  one  of  the 
denomination’s  top  priorities  for  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  the  new  century  amidst  an 
acknowledged  “leadership  crisis”  of 
ordained  clergy  in  the  United  States.  A 
2006  report  revealed  that  less  than  5  per¬ 
cent  of  United  Methodist  elders  are  under 
age  35. 
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World  AIDS  Day  2007  slated  for  Dec.  1 

The  worldwide  statistics  surrounding 
the  HIV/AIDS  epidemic  have  not  changed 
for  the  better  since  last  year.  About  40  mil¬ 
lion  people  worldwide  are  HIV/AIDS 
infected,  4.3  million  become  newly  infect¬ 
ed  each  year  and  25  million  people  have 
died  of  AIDS  since  1981.  As  the  battle 
against  AIDS  continues  into  another  year. 
United  Methodists  are  encouraged  to  press 
forward  and  stop  the  spread  of  this  deadly 
disease  by  creating  awareness. 

Observing  World  AIDS  Day  on  or  near 
Dec.  1  is  one  way  you  can  help.  Join  mil¬ 
lions  of  others  in  the  fight  against 
HIV/AIDS  and  take  the  lead  in  your  com¬ 
munity — share  important  HIV/AIDS  infor¬ 
mation.  Two  World  AIDS  Day  Posters  can 
be  downloaded  that  highlight  the  AIDS 
Orphan  Trust  and  United  Methodist  Global 
AIDS  Fund  advances.  Download  and  print 
these  posters  to  share  how  United 
Methodists  are  responding  to  the 
HIV/AIDS  epidemic  and  how  you  can 
help. 

A  World  AIDS  Day  E-card  is  on-hand 
for  you  to  encourage  a  friend  or  loved  one 
to  take  action  this  holiday  season. 

World  AIDS  Day  Reflection  Calendar  is 
an  added  resource  presented  by  the 


observance 

Ecumenical  Advocacy  Alliance.  This  cal¬ 
endar  is  filled  with  37  reflections,  that 
includes  a  special  devotion  by  Bishop  Fritz 
and  Etta  Mae  Mutti,  coordinators  of  the 
United  Methodist  Global  AIDS  Fund, 
demonstrating  the  leadership  of  and  chal¬ 
lenges  from  Christians  around  the  world 
who  are  engaged  at  all  levels  of  the 
response  to  the  HIV  pandemic. 

A  Generation  of  Hope  DVD — Orphans 
of  the  AIDS  Crisis  in  Zimbabwe 
A  new  3  min.  40  sec.  version  of  the  docu¬ 
mentary  “A  Generation  of  Hope”  is  now 
available  and  includes  questions  and  reflec¬ 
tions  from  the  DVD  to  include  in  a  group 
study  or  discussion.  “A  Generation  of 
Hope”  highlights  the  resilience  of  children 
whose  parents  have  died  of  AIDS.  It  is  an 
inspiring  story  of  how  Zimbabwe’s  chil¬ 
dren  fight  to  keep  their  families  together 
and  struggle  to  make  a  future  for  them¬ 
selves. 

The  purpose  of  World  AIDS  Day  is  to 
raise  consciousness  in  the  community 
about  HIV/AIDS  issues.  For  resources  and 
to  leam  more  about  the  Methodist  response 
go  to  the  new  website  :http://new.gbgm- 
umc.org/umcor/work/health/hivaids/wad07/ 


La.  Now!  wins  award 
for  writing  excellence 

Betty  Backstrom,  communications 
director  for  the  La.  Annual  Conference  and 
editor  of  the  Louisiana  Now!  was  awarded 
Best  in  Division  B  for  "Individual  Story” 
by  the  United  Methodist  Association  of 
Communicators. 

"Home  rebuilt  in  memory  of  fallen 
Virginia  Tech  students,"  an  article  written 
by  Backstrom  for  the  Aug.  10  edition  of 
the  Louisiana  Now!  received  the  award 
from  the  association  during  its  annual 
awards  banquet  Oct.  25.  The  association  is 
a  voluntary  professional  organization  that 
provides  recognition,  fellowship  and  voca¬ 
tional  enrichment  for  the  more  than  145 
professional  and  volunteer  communicators 
of  the  church. 

The  awards  are  broken  down  into  the 
following  divisions:  A.  local  church,  dis¬ 
trict,  agency  or  organization;  B.  annual 
conference,  episcopal  area  or  jurisdictional 
area;  C.  general  church  agency  or  national 
distribution. 

Free  2008  Worship  and 
Music  Planning  Calendar 

Local  churches  may  visit 

http://www.gbod.org/worship/2008cwr- 
planningcal.pdf  to  obtain  a  free  calendar 
download  provided  by  the  General  Board 
of  Discipleship  designed  for  pastors,  musi¬ 
cians,  choir  members,  and  worship  plan¬ 
ners.  It  is  a  full  12-month  planning  calen¬ 
dar  for  2008  containing  the  lectionary 
reading  citations  for  each  Sunday  and 
major  observance  of  the  church  year,  as 
well  as  special  days  of  both  the  church  and 
civil  calendars.  Prints  one  month  per  8  Zi  x 
1 1  page.  Also  contained  in  Hymns  for  the 
Revised  Common  Lectionary  (2008). 


Maximize  Year-End  Giving! 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

- of  Louisiana - 


charity  without  tax. 

Always  consult  your  financial  Jdvisor  before ' 
making  any  significant  financial  decisions. 


Tax-Smart  Giving 
Through  IRAs 
Ends 

December  31,  2007* 

Find  out  how  you  can  maximize 
year- end  giving  by  rolling  over 
money  from  your  IRA  directly  to 
your  church. 

If  you  are  over  age  70  !/z,  the 
Federal  government  will  allow 
you  to  roll  over  any  amount  up 
to  $100,000,  even  your  RMQ§  to 


(225) 346-1535 
(800)  256-9317 
www.unifaiving.orj; 

Federal  legislation  pending 


(  ontact  us  for  vour  1  REE  copy  of 

Guide  to  IRA 
Chari  table  Rollovers. 
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For  the  latest 
information  regarding 
disaster  recovery  efforts, 
visit  the  La.  Conference 
web  site  at 
www.la-umc.org 
or  contact  the  UM 
Disaster  Recovery  Center 
at  (225)  346-5193 
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Donations  from  conference  assist  with  disasters 


The  La.  Annual  Conference  recently 
sent  checks  in  the  amounts  of  $10,000  and 
$3,000  for  recovery  assistance  from  fires  in 
the  California-Pacific  Conference  and  tor¬ 
nadoes  in  Nappanee,  Ind. 

“I  want  to  let  you  know  that  your  gener¬ 
ous  check  was  waiting  in  this  morning  s 
mail!  Thanks  so  much  for  caring  for  our 
United  Methodist  sisters  and  brothers  who 


have  these  unexpected  and  devastating 
challenges  in  their  lives.  Your  prayers  and 
care  will  do  much  toward  easing  their 
hurt.”  wrote  Gail  Kendall,  administrative 
assistant  to  Bishop  Mary  Ann  Swenson, 
resident  bishop  for  the  Los  Angeles  area. 

Bishop  Michael  J.  Coyner,  Episcopal 
leader  of  the  Indiana  area,  wrote,  "Thank 
you  so  much  for  your  letter  of  November  2 


and  the  generous  gift  of  $3,000  to  help 
with  tornado  recovery  in  Nappanee, 

Indiana. ...  As  you  know,  many  Indiana 
people  have  come  to  the  Gulf  Coast  to  try 
to  help  with  the  aftermath  of  the  hurri¬ 
canes,  and  your  sharing  from  the  people  of 
Louisiana  back  to  Indiana  to  help  with  your 
response  with  the  tornado  is  a  true  indica¬ 
tion  of  friendship  and  partnership. 


Luke's  House 


Rev.  Oscar  Ramos-Gallardo  translates  for  clients  at  Luke's  House,  a  free  clinic  housed  at  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans. The  clinic,  a  joint  project  between  Mt.  Zion  and  Rayne  Memorial  UMCs,  offers  medical  treatment  to  the  underserved 
and  uninsured  residents  of  New  Orleans,  which  is  still  recovering  from  Hurricane  Katrina. 

Free  clinic  provides  services  to  city  of  New  Orleans 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Connie  Thomas,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
United  Methodist  Church  in  New 
Orleans,  stood  with  tears  in  her  eyes  as 
nurses  and  doctors  treated  patients  during 
the  opening  of  a  free  clinic  housed  in  Mt. 
Zion’s  Family  Life  Center. 

“This  is  cutting  edge  ministry.  Here  is 
a  chance  for  United  Methodists  to  do 
hands  on  work,  helping  those  in  need  as 
they  recover  from  Hurricane  Katrina," 
said  Thomas,  referring  to  the  new  clinic 


known  as  “Luke’s  House.” 

Mt.  Zion  UMC,  badly  damaged  by 
Hurricane  Katrina  in  August  of  2005,  is 
situated  in  an  underserved  area  of  the 
city.  “Many  of  the  residents  are  uninsured 
and  need  free  health  care,"  said  Rev. 

Carol  Winn  Crawford,  pastor  of  Rayne 
Memorial  UMC,  a  partner  church  in  the 
project.  “A  lot  of  children  live  in  the  area 
surrounding  Mt.  Zion.” 

An  African  American  couple  with  a 
young  child  visited  with  church  volun¬ 


teers  as  they  waited  to  see  the  doctor  on 
Wednesday  night  of  the  opening.  During 
the  conversation,  it  was  discovered  that 
the  family  was  homeless  and  in  need  of 
food.  “We  were  able  to  provide  food 
items  from  the  Mt.  Zion  pantry  and  give 
them  housing  vouchers  that  had  been 
purchased  by  Rayne  from  the  Salvation 
Army,”  said  a  smiling  Thomas. 

In  addition  to  former  residents  who 
have  returned  to  the  Central  City  area,  a 

See  Luke's  House,  page  7 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

A  Few  Feet  Short  of  the  Jet  Bridge 


On  our  recent  return  from  the 
Thanksgiving  trip  to  be  with  family  in 
Reno,  Nevada,  we  were  privileged  to 
arrive  at  the  Baton  Rouge  airport  early. 

It  had  been  a  long  day  and  Kay  and  1 
were  thrilled  that  we  could  get  home 
sooner  than  expected  and  get  a  good 
night’s  rest  before  trundling  off  to  work 
the  next  morning.  We  slowly  pulled  into 
the  parking  space  for  the  aircraft  and 
everyone  jumped  to  their  feet,  filling  the 
aisles  with  eager  departees.  Everyone 
grabbed  their  bags  from  the  overhead 
bins  and  waited  in  the  crowded  aisle,  but 
there  didn’t  seem  to  be  much  movement. 
Time  passed  and  people  became  fidgety, 
but  there  was  no  open  door  to  the  air¬ 
craft.  Finally  the  pilot  came  on  the 
speaker  to  say,  “We  stopped  a  few  feet 
short  of  the  jet  way  and  we  are  going  to 
have  to  be  pushed  a  little  forward  to 
align  with  it.  Please  be  careful  when  the 
aircraft  begins  to  move.” 

Thirty  minutes  and  much  maneuver¬ 
ing  later,  we  were  greeted  again  by  the 
pilot  who  said,  “We  still  can’t  get  the  air¬ 
craft  aligned,  but  we’re  going  to  go 
ahead  and  let  you  off  the  plane.  Be  care¬ 
ful  when  you  deplane  and  watch  your 
step  so  you  don’t  fall.”  The  door  was 
opened  and  people  began  their  departure 
with  caution. 

As  I  was  waiting  patiently  (and  some¬ 
times  impatiently!)  in  my  scrunched  up 
physical  position,  I  was  thinking  about 
our  trip  through  life  and  what  it  means  to 
us  in  our  faith  journey  if  we  “stop  short 
of  the  jet  way.”  What  does  it  mean  if  we 
“almost”  are  aligned  with  the  way  out  of 
this  life  and  into  the  next,  but  we  are  just 
a  few  feet  short?  Does  God  allow  for 
“almost  nearly,  but  not  quite  hardly”  in 
our  faith  journeys,  or  do  we  have  to  be 
perfectly  aligned  with  God’s  jet  way 
before  we  can  make  the  transition?  Does 
God  ever  say,  “You’re  not  quite  aligned, 
but  I’m  going  to  let  you  off  this  ride  any¬ 
way.  Just  watch  your  step  so  you  don’t 
fall.” 

Long  ago  I  gave  up  on  the  idea  of 
“works  righteousness.”  In  other  words,  I 
set  aside  any  thought  that  anyone  could 
earn  his  or  her  way  into  God’s  eternal 
life.  I  also  abandoned  the  judgmental 
thought  of  “God’s  going  to  get  you  if 
you  don’t  watch  out.  You  haven’t 
watched  out,  so  God’s  going  to  get  you.” 
That  seems  just  a  little  too  petty  to  me 
for  a  God  who  “so  loved  the  world  that 
he  gave  his  only  begotten  Son.” 

In  place  of  the  theology  that  stresses 
why  one  “can’t”  arrive  at  the  center  of 
God’s  love,  I  have  lived  my  life  teaching 
and  stressing  why  it’s  very  hard  to  step 


outside  that  “love 
that  will  not  let  us 
go.”  Yes,  the  jet 
way  is  there,  but  do 
I  have  to  be  perfect¬ 
ly  aligned  with  it  in 
order  to  use  it?  Or 
will  God  do  a  little 
adjusting  of  the 
plane,  and  encourage 
us  that  even  though 
we  are  not  quite  like  God  would  like  us 
to  be,  that  we  are  going  to  be  allowed  to 
step  onto  the  jet  bridge  anyway!  We 
should  just  watch  our  step  that  we  don’t 
fall  any  further  when  we  do. 

As  I  write  this  I  am  making  trips  back 
and  forth  to  the  TV  to  see  who  is  finally 
going  to  play  in  the  BCS  Championship 
Bowl  game.  It  seems  to  me  that  two 
teams  are  there  who  were  not  perfectly 
aligned  with  the  jet  bridge.  Both  have 
flawed  records.  But  a  few  adjustments  to 
preseason  expectations  have  proclaimed 
that  they  can  step  onto  the  bridge  to  the 
National  Championship  anyway.  If  they 
were  holding  out  for  perfect  teams,  they 
would  just  have  to  cancel  the  champi¬ 
onship  game  for  2008! 

It  appears  to  me  that  the  message  of 
Christmas  is  that  “in  the  fullness  of  time” 
God  entered  the  world  in  Jesus  Christ  so 
that  a  bridge  could  be  built  between  sin¬ 
ful  humans  and  the  perfect  deity.  There 
has  been  a  huge  amount  of  adjusting  the 
plane  to  the  jet  bridge  going  on  ever 
since!  Only  one,  the  child  of  Bethlehem 
himself,  was  able  to  make  the  transition 
between  the  foibles  of  this  life  to  the 
palaces  of  eternity  in  a  state  of  perfec¬ 
tion.  For  all  the  rest  of  us  we  can  be 
thankful  that  God  is  willing  to  require 
something  less  than  that  highest  degree 
of  excellence. 

May  you  find  hope  in  the  star,  assur¬ 
ance  in  the  child,  comfort  in  the  Creator 
and  a  constant  state  of  expectation  in 
yourself  that  you  will  attempt  to  align 
yourself  as  best  you  can,  but  knowing 
that  God  is  going  to  have  to  make  a  few 
adjustments  for  you  along  the  way  in 
order  for  you  to  deplane  safely.  And 
those  adjustments  are  what  we  call 
GRACE  -  the  only  way  to  the  courts  of 
the  almighty.  GRACE  and  LOVE  came 
down  at  Christmas.  Praise  God  they  are 
applied  to  us! 

Christmas  love  and  blessings, 

Bill  Hutchinson 

AM 


Standing  from  left  to  right  are  Wesley  Center  board  members  Richard  Bushnell,  Ernest  H. 
Lampkins,  Shelby  Smith,  Keith  Kreutziger,  Bishop  Hutchinson,  James  Goins,  Mark  Riley,  Irvin 
Boudreaux,  David  Qualls.  Sitting  from  left  to  right  are  Shirley  Hoffpauir,  Betty  Blackman, 
Nancy  Carruth,  R.L.  Bethley,  and  Donna  Bergstedt.  Photo  by  Cathy  Wimberly 


Wesley  Center  pavilion  construction  begins 


As  the  leaves  are  changing,  so  are  the 
grounds  at  The  Wesley  Center  in 
Woodworth,  La.  Work  on  the  new  outdoor 
pavilion  was  inaugurated  with  a  blessing  of 
the  ground,  which  took  place  on  Oct.  1 3 
immediately  following  The  Wesley  Center 
board  meeting. 

Dirt  work  has  now  begun  on  the  pavil¬ 


ion,  which  will  accommodate  around  700 
guests  and  will  serve  the  Conference  as 
well  as  many  visiting  guests  and  groups. 
The  pavilion  will  provide  extra  covered 
space  for  meetings,  worship  services,  and 
recreational  activities  such  as  volleyball 
and  basketball. 


Justice  conference  held  in  Fort  Worth 


Over  650  people  attended  the  “Living 
Faith  Seeking  Justice”  conference  in  Fort 
Worth,  Tex.  in  November.  People  from  1 6 
countries  came  together  to  learn  how  faith 
can  empower  them  to  make  a  difference  in 
their  communities  and  in  the  world. 
Attending  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  were  Laura  Salegara  of  West 
Monroe,  Conference  Peace  with  Justice 


Coordinator;  Margaret  Johnson  of  Baton 
Rouge,  Director  of  Baton  Rouge 
Federation  of  Churches  and  Synagogues; 
Rev.  Cory  Sparks  of  Lafayette,  member  of 
the  Planning  Committee;  Charles  Sutcliff, 
former  LSU  Wesley  Foundation  intern;  and 
Rev.  Phil  Woodland,  Conference  Board  of 
Church  &  Society  secretary. 
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New  Orleans  house  built  in  memory  of  slain  Virginia  Tech  students  dedicated 


Montreal  Farve,  above  right,  speaks  to  Holly  Sherman  during  the  Nov.  19  dedication  of  Farve's  newly  restored  home  in  New  Orleans  The  house,  severely  damaged  by 

Katrina  in  2005,  was  rebuilt  in  the  memory  of  Sherman's  daughter  Leslie  and  Ryan  Clark,  both  Virginia  Tech  students  who  were  killed  during  the  April  1 6  shootings  on  Je  V  gma 

Tech  campus  in  Blacksburg,  Va.  Dozens  of  Virginia  Tech  students,  top  right,  traveled  down  for  the  dedication  ceremony.  Many  who  came  have  served  on  work  teams  in  the  city. 


BY  BETTY  BACKSTROM 

Montreal  Farve  stood  in  the  back  yard 
of  her  newly  restored  New  Orleans  home 
as  guests  from  all  over  the  country  joined 
with  her  in  the  dedication  of  what  is  called 
the  “Virginia  Tech  House.” 

“I  want  to  thank  the  Methodists.  They 
never  let  me  bear  this  great  disaster  alone,” 
said  the  80-year-old  widow. 

That  “great  disaster,”  Hurricane  Katrina, 
left  Farve  living  in  a  FEMA  trailer  beside 
her  home  which  was  flooded  by  nine  feet 
of  water. 

The  once  mold-filled  house,  gutted  and 
rebuilt  by  dozens  of  volunteers  through  the 
La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry,  now  stands  with  sturdy  walls  that 
smell  of  fresh  paint. 

The  connection  to  Virginia  Tech  began 
with  two  very  special  students  that  traveled 
to  Louisiana  to  help  with  hurricane  disaster 
recovery. 

A  work  team  from  Virginia  Tech  that 
traveled  to  New  Orleans  during 
Thanksgiving  of  2005  was  one  of  the  first 
large  teams  to  serve  through  the  La.  United 
Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry, 
supported  by  UMCOR. 

Ryan  Clark  was  a  member  of  that  team. 
Leslie  Sherman  served  on  a  second  team 
from  Virginia  Tech  during  Thanksgiving  of 
2006.  Ryan  and  Leslie  were  among  the  32 
people  killed  during  the  April  16  shootings 
on  the  Virginia  Tech  campus  in 
Blacksburg,  Va. 

Deeply  affected  by  the  tragedy,  the 
recovery  ministry  staff  began  to  discuss 
possible  ways  to  memorialize  the  two  stu¬ 
dents.  “Building  a  house  in  their  name  was 
the  perfect  thing  to  do,”  said  Kathy 
Powers,  administrative  assistant  for  the 
Westbank  Disaster  Recovery  station.  “And 
we  had  a  pretty  good  idea  about  whose 
home  we  would  build.” 

Farve,  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  feels 
blessed  to  be  the  recipient  of  the  “Virginia 


Tech  House”  project.  “Those  two  kids 
(from  Virgina  Tech)  came  here  to  help  peo¬ 
ple  like  me.  It’s  terrible  that  their  lives 
were  cut  off  so  quickly,”  said  Farve,  a 
retired  nurse  and  former  Peace  Corps  vol¬ 
unteer. 

Holly  and  Anthony  Sherman  stood  with 
Farve  during  the  dedication  of  her  home, 
rebuilt  in  the  memory  of  their  daughter 
Leslie.  “She  would  be  overwhelmed  by 
this.  Leslie  was  not  one  for  accolades.  She 
just  saw  something  that  needed  to  be  done. 
Leslie  was  always  that  way,”  said  Anthony 
Sherman,  who  fought  back  tears  during  the 
emotional  ceremony. 

There  were  many  deserving  clients  to 
choose  from  to  be  the  recipient  for  this  spe¬ 
cial  memorial  home  rebuild.  “One  of  the 
reasons  we  picked  Miss  Monty  was 
because  of  the  fact  that  she,  like  Leslie 
Sherman,  had  an  interest  in  the  Peace 
Corps.  Leslie  told  me  that  she  was  thinking 
about  joining  after  college.  I  remember 
having  a  conversation  with  Leslie  about  it 
because  I  am  also  a  returned  Peace  Corps 
volunteer.  We  visited  over  pots  of  jamba- 
laya,  which  she  was  helping  my  mother 
Gail  prepare  for  70  volunteers  that  day,” 
said  Jake  McGlothin,  operations  coordina¬ 
tor  for  the  Westbank  station  at  the  time  the 
choice  was  made. 

Dozens  of  Virginia  Tech  students  trav¬ 
eled  down  for  the  Nov.  19  dedication  cere¬ 
mony  in  Farve’s  back  yard.  They  stood 
with  Farve’s  family,  representatives  of  the 
La.  United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery 
Ministry,  and  area  media  to  take  part  in  the 
event,  which  included  the  planting  of  two 
orange  trees  and  the  setting  of  two  stones 
with  plaques  bearing  Clark’s  and 
Sherman’s  names.  The  plaques  thanked  the 
two  heroes  for  their  “service  to  the  New 
Orleans  community  through  the  YMCA  at 
Virginia  Tech.”  At  the  bottom  of  each  stone 
read  the  words  of  Virginia  Tech’s  motto, 
“Ut  prosim  .  .  .  That  I  may  serve.” 


Virginia  Tech  students  stood  with  Montreal  Farve's  family,  representatives  of  the  La. 
United  Methodist  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry,  and  area  media  to  take  part  in  the  Nov.  1 9 
dedication  of  Farve’s  New  Orleans  home.  A  New  Orleans  jazz  band  provided  music  for 
the  event,  celebrating  the  memory  of  two  fallen  Virginia  Tech  students. 
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Relief  funds  sought  for  areas  of  Mexico  hit  with  flooding 


Recent  flooding  and  mudslides  in  the  states  of  Chiapas  and  Tabasco,  Mexico  have  created  what  some  are  calling  the  worst  natural  disaster  the  country  has  ever  experienced. 

Eighty  percent  of  the  state  of  Tabasco  was  under  water  and  over  1  million  people  are  homeless  and  in  desperate  need  of  food,  shelter  and  clean  water.  The  photographs  here  show 
the  devastation  in  the  city,  but  none  from  the  villages  and  countryside  where  the  situation  is  even  more  devastating."Here  in  Mexico  we  need  your  prayers  and  help  to  confront 
this  tragedy.  The  Mexican  government  and  the  population  in  general  are  doing  their  part.  The  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  and  its  congregations  and  institutions  have  organized 
for  donations  of  supplies  to  rush  aid  to  those  in  need,  yet  a  greater  effort  is  needed,"  write  Muriel  and  Terry  Henderson,  GBGM  missionaries  in  Puebla,  Mexico.  Those  wishing  to 
contribute  to  the  relief  effort  may  make  checks  to  the  "La.  Annual  Conference"  and  put  Hurricanes  2007-Mexico,  Advance  #  98251 1  in  the  memo  section  of  the  check.  Place  checks 
in  offering  plates,  or  mail  them  to  the  La.  Annual  Conference,  527  North  Bivd.,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 

Convocation  focuses  on  living  'the  United  Methodist  way' 


LAKE  JUNALUSKA.  N.C.  (UMNS)  - 
“Do  no  harm.  Do  good.  Stay  in  love  with 
God.” 

Nearly  1 ,000  United  Methodists  from 
throughout  the  world  learned  those  three 
simple  mles  Nov.  9-1 1  and  committed  to 
teach  them  to  others  as  they  extend  the 
church’s  mission  of  making  disciples  of 
Jesus  Christ  for  the  transformation  of  the 
world. 

The  occasion  was  the  first  joint  meeting 
in  almost  40  years  of  the  United  Methodist 
bishops  and  their  cabinets.  Three  Simple 
Rules:  A  Wesleyan  Way  of  Living,  a  new 
book  by  Bishop  Rueben  Job,  was  one  of 
the  convocation’s  guides. 

In  the  book’s  preface,  the  retired  bishop 
writes  that  in  the  fast-paced  and  complex 
world  of  the  21st  century,  people  of  faith 
are  ready  for  a  more  faithfiil  way  of  living 
and  discipleship.  Methodism  founder  John 
Wesley  articulated  how  to  live  faithfully 
and  then  practiced  and  taught  those  princi¬ 
ples. 

“And  now  it  is  up  to  us  to  see  if  we  will 
take  it,  teach  it  and  practice  it  until  it 
becomes  our  natural  way  of  living  -  a  way 
of  living  that  will  mark  our  life  together 
and  our  lives  as  individual  Christians,”  Job 
said. 

Throughout  the  convocation,  the  bish¬ 
ops  emphasized  a  commitment  to  teaching 
the  rules  of  United  Methodist  living  in 


order  that  people  and  congregations  may  be 
strengthened  and  grow  in  faith. 

The  convocation  brought  together  dis¬ 
trict  superintendents  and  others  charged 
with  leading  their  annual  (regional)  confer¬ 
ences  to  develop  clarity  around  the 
church’s  purpose,  mission  and  identity  and 
to  prepare  to  lead  the  church  in  new  ways. 

“If  our  church  is  going  to  reach  its 
potential,  we  have  to  lead  the  church  differ¬ 
ently,”  said  Kansas  Area  Bishop  Scott 
Jones.  While  bishops  and  their  cabinets  are 
not  the  only  denominational  leaders,  Jones 
said  they  are  crucial  to  moving  the  church 
into  the  future. 

“We  are  people  who,  through  our  offices 
and  through  our  full-time  service,  shape  the 
lives  of  annual  conferences  in  significant 
ways,  and  we  wanted  to  have  a  conversa¬ 
tion  together  to  move  the  church  forward  in 
effectiveness  of  living  the  United 
Methodist  way,”  he  said. 

Missouri  Area  Bishop  Robert  Schnase, 
presenting  from  his  book  Five  Practices  of 
Fruitful  Congregations,  described  how 
effective  congregations  engage  in  radical 
hospitality,  passionate  worship,  intentional 
faith  development,  risk-taking  mission  and 
service  and  extravagant  generosity. 

The  convocation  was  the  first  gathering 
of  bishops  and  cabinets  since  1969,  just 
after  the  merger  of  the  former  Methodist 
Church  and  the  former  Evangelical  United 


Brethren  Church  to  fonn  The  United 
Methodist  Church. 

Jones  hopes  that  holding  the  gathering 
six  months  before  the  2008  General 
Conference  will  build  momentum  toward 
understanding  God’s  calling  for  the  church. 

The  Rev.  Veronica  Palmer,  a  New 
Jersey  district  superintendent,  called  the 
event  long  overdue.  “It  is  about  time  we 
get  on  board  and  start  turning  our  church 
around,”  she  said. 

New  York  West  Area  Bishop  Violet 
Fisher  agreed  and  delivered  a  sermon 
called  “We  Are  the  Ones  We  Have  Been 
Waiting  For,”  using  the  title  of  a  song  by 
the  African-American  group  Sweet  Honey 
in  the  Rock.  She  said  United  Methodist 
leaders  live  in  God’s  world  as  God’s  co¬ 
workers  to  enhance  the  welfare  of  people. 

“We  are  called  out  of  our  insulated  indi¬ 
vidualism  into  solidarity  with  the  other 
people,  not  only  at  home  but  also  around 
world,”  said  Fisher.  “The  world  is  waiting 
for  us.” 

Iowa  Bishop  Gregory  Palmer,  president¬ 
elect  of  the  Council  of  Bishops,  told  the 
convocation  that  United  Methodists  “must 
rediscover  the  vocation  of  being  full-time 
Christians.” 

The  church  and  all  Christians  must 
breathe  in  the  spirit  of  God,  and  then 
breathe  out  in  service  to  the  world,  said  the 
Rev.  Karen  Greenwaldt,  top  executive  of 


the  United  Methodist  Board  of 
Discipleship.  The  church  thrives,  she  said, 
when  it  offers  hope  and  love  not  only  to 
those  inside  but  to  the  wider  world. 

“Imagine  what  could  happen  if  all  of  us, 
by  the  grace  of  God  and  prepared  by  the 
Holy  Spirit,  start  to  move  in  the  same 
direction,”  said  Houston  Bishop  Janice 
Riggle  Huie,  president  of  the  Council  of 
Bishops. 

The  United  Methodist  Church  in  Africa 
and  the  Philippines  know  how  to  make  dis¬ 
ciples  of  Jesus  Christ  while  the  church  in 
the  United  States  is  losing  members.  Huie 
said  United  Methodists  in  the  United  States 
need  to  stop  bickering  among  themselves 
and  focus  on  spirituality,  their  identity  as 
United  Methodists  and  what  God  is  calling 
them  to  be  and  do. 

The  gathering,  she  said,  “was  a  time  to 
rethink  who  we  are  as  United  Methodists 
and  how  we  live  into,  lean  into,  step  for¬ 
ward  and  move  into  this  mission  that  God 
has  given  us.” 

Prior  to  the  gathering,  participants  read 
and  discussed  “The  United  Methodist  Way: 
Living  the  Christian  Life  in  Covenant  with 
Christ  and  One  Another,”  a  paper  commis¬ 
sioned  for  the  convocation  by  the  Council 
of  Bishops.  The  paper  is  available  at 
http://www.gbod.org/extendedcabinet/UM 
Way.pdf. 
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The  artwork  above  reminds  United  Methodists  of  the  Nothing  But  Nets  initiative,  dedi¬ 
cated  to  raising  funds  for  the  purchase  of  mosquito  nets  for  the  prevention  of  malaria  in 
third  world  countries.  A  gift  of  $1 0  purchases  a  single  net,  which  can  save  the  lives  of  a 
family  in  countries  where  malaria  is  prevelent.  Place  your  check  in  Sunday's  offering 
plate,  made  to  'La.  Annual  Conference',  placing  the  Advance  #4331 -N  on  the  check. 


Bishop  Robert  Schnase  of  the  Missouri  Area  presents  the  five  core  practices  of  success¬ 
ful  congregations  to  the  convocation  of  United  Methodist  bishops  and  their  extended 
cabinets.  Schnase  is  author  of  Five  Practices  of  Fruitful  Congregations,  published  last 
spring  by  Abingdon  Press.  Nearly  1 ,000  people  attended  the  Nov.  9-1 1  convocation  at 
Lake  Junaluska,  N.C.,  in  an  effort  to  help  bishops  and  their  cabinets  clarify  the  church's 
purpose,  mission  and  identity.  A  UMNS  photo  by  Linda  Green 


Mount  Zion  UMC  -  Clinton 


Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Clinton  celebrated  its  first  annual 
Octogenarian  Award  ceremony  on  Nov.  18, 
2007.  This  event  honored  thirteen  mem¬ 
bers  of  Mt.  Zion  that  had  a  combination  of 
over  1,000  years  of  life  and  serving  the 
Lord.  “I  would  not  be  anywhere  else,  but 
here  at  Mt.  Zion,”  said  Annie  Chapman, 

95,  who  received  the  Mt.  Zion  Pioneer 
Award. 

Rev.  Willis  Laws,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion 
UMC,  said  to  a  congregation  filled  with 
friends  and  family,  “. .  .To  the  octogenari¬ 
ans,  elders,  presbyters,  and  pioneers, 
through  the  hard  times,  good  times,  you 
kept  your  concentration,  cancelled  your 
past  regrets,  and  continued  to  press  forward 
to  the  goal.  You  didn’t  just  come  to  church, 
you  became  the  church.  What  better  way  to 
honor  those  who  have  given  so  much,  gone 
through  trials  and  tribulations,  the  depres¬ 
sion,  and  still  found  time  to  serve  God.” 


Mayor  Donald  Jefferson  proclaimed 
Nov.  1 8,  2007  as  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
Octogenarian  Day.  He  said  that  all  the  hon- 
orees  were  fixtures  and  true  leaders  in  the 
Clinton  community.  The  three-hour  pro¬ 
gram  included  liturgical  dancing,  planting 
of  seeds  for  ministries,  singing  and  individ¬ 
ual  recognition  of  the  honorees,  who  are 
pictured  above:  Member  Butler,  Mary 
Wilson,  Annie  Chapman,  Jackie  Waggner 
(Wife  of  Jimmy  Waggner),  Vessie  Collins, 
Viola  Pears,  Lillie  Angrum,  Edward 
Engrum,  James  Matthews,  Leon  Spears, 
Leroy  Spears,  and  Henry  Boatner.  Rev. 
Willis  Laws  on  the  right.  Not  pictured  are 
Jimmy  Wagner  and  Simmie  Catherine. 

Mrs.  Butler,  who  is  87  years  young  and 
a  life  long  member  of  Mt.  Zion,  comment¬ 
ed, 

“I  made  it  through  all  these  years 
because  I  let  the  Lord  be  my  guide.” 


Workshop  on  family  needs  slated  for  Jan.  26 

Broadmoor  UMC  and  the  Baton  Rouge  district  will  host  Mary  Jane  Pierce 
Norton  with  the  General  Board  of  Discipleship  fora  workshop  entitled 
"Family  Needs  in  a  Modern  World" Jan.  26, 2008  from  9  a.m.-3  p.m. 

Norton  serves  as  Team  Leader  for  Family,  Life  Span  &  Latino  Ministries  at 
the  General  Board  of  Discipleship.  She  served  previously  as  Director  of 
Children's  Ministries  from  1 981  to  1 993  and  Trainer  in  Quest  from  1 993  to 
1 996.  Prior  to  coming  to  the  GBOD  staff,  she  was  Director  of  Christian 
Education  at  University  United  Methodist  Church  in  Chapel  Hill,  North 
Carolina.  Norton  is  an  ordained  deacon  in  the  North  Carolina  Conference 
of  the  United  Methodist  Church. 

Registration  begins  at  9  a.m.,  with  the  first  session  starting  at  9:30  a.m.  A 
fee  of  $7  will  cover  lunch.  Books  and  materials  related  to  family  min¬ 
istries  will  be  available  for  purchase. 

The  workshop,  designed  for  both  clergy  and  laity,  will  explore  what  fami¬ 
lies  look  like  in  the  21st  century,  the  needs  of  our  families  and  how  fami¬ 
lies  pass  on  faith?  During  the  lunch  break,  the  group  will  examine  ways 
to  reinvigorate  Christian  Education  connections,  particularly  in  the  south¬ 
ern  portions  of  the  Annual  Conference. 

"This  is  a  great  opportunity  to  gather  with  your  friends  and  colleagues,  learn 
about  a  topic  that  is  of  concern  to  everyone  in  the  local  church  and  reestab¬ 
lish  relationships  with  other  partners  in  ministry  that  have  been  damaged  by 
the  storms, " said  Rev.  Dawn  Young,  director  of  Christian  Education  for  the 

Louisiana  Conference. 

For  more  information  or  to  register,  contact  Charlotte  Napper,  director  of 
Family  Ministries,  cnapper@broadmoor-umc.org  or  (225)  924-6269.  Or  send 
$7  with  your  name,  local  church,  district  and  contact  information  to 
Charlotte  Napper,  Broadmoor  UMC,  10230  Mollylea  Dr.,  Baton  Rouqe,  LA 

70815. 

The  deadline  for  registration  is  Jan.  23, 2008. 
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A  financial  and  volunteer  update  from  Katrina  and  Rita  response  two  years  later 


BY  DON  COTTRILL 

It  has  been  a  little 
over  two  years  since 
the  hurricanes  of  2005 
hit  the  Louisiana  coast. 

Those  events  of  nature 
changed  our  focus  of 
attention  in  Louisiana 
generally  and  in  the 
Louisiana  Conference 
specifically.  As  you 
well  know,  the  ministry 
that  has  evolved  following  those  storms  has 
greatly  affected  our  work  as  an  Annual 
Conference.  We  continue  to  be  grateful  to 
the  United  Methodist  connection  for  all  of 
the  help  that  has  come  and  continues  to 
come  our  way.  The  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief,  individual  Annual 
Conferences,  local  congregations,  and 
thousands  of  individuals  have  offered  their 
money,  time  and  talent  to  the  recovery 
cause.  There  are  no  words  to  convey  our 
gratitude  for  this  outpouring  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  through  the  actions  of  God’s  chil¬ 
dren. 

This  brief  article  is  a  way  to  report  on 
our  current  progress  in  the  area  of 
Humanitarian  response  and  relief  to  the 
victims  of  Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita. 
This  is  only  the  side  of  our  efforts  that 
reflect  the  ministry  to  those  in  need;  the 


Church  Recovery  efforts  are  a  separate 
issue  that  will  be  addressed  in  an  later  arti¬ 
cle. 

The  relief  and  recovery  identified  here 
tell  the  story  in  numbers  only.  These  num¬ 
bers  are  only  a  small  snapshot  of  the  “real 
response”  that  comes  through  the  stories  of 
lives  changed  and  restored,  of  volunteers 
who  have  received  their  own  untold  life¬ 
changing  experiences,  and  of  the  impact  on 
the  spiritual  renewal  of  individuals  and 
communities  throughout  the  Gulf  Coast. 
Please  read  the  numbers,  but  look  between 
the  lines  for  the  faces  of  countless  thou¬ 
sands  who  have  been  recipients  of  the  love 
of  Christ  in  action. 

Remember  that  we  are  ministering  to 
persons  who  were  victims  of  both 
Hurricanes  Katrina  and  Rita.  Our  staffing 
and  funding  has  been  used  to  assist  persons 
in  New  Orleans,  Lake  Charles,  Abbeville, 
Buras,  and  Dulac,  and  in  the  surrounding 
regions. 

Our  entire  ministry  is  considered 
“Direct  service  to  clients.”  The  operational 
costs  for  recovery  provide  the  necessary 
guidance,  planning,  coordination,  commu¬ 
nication,  volunteer  recruitment  and  deploy¬ 
ment,  finances,  and  record  keeping,  in 
order  to  maintain  the  smooth  operation  of 
the  ministry.  The  case  management  offers 
direct  assistance  to  the  clients  as  they  seek 


assistance,  develop  a  personal  plan  of 
recovery,  organize  information  to  request 
assistance  from  various  sources,  and  identi¬ 
fy  funding  sources.  The  construction  and 
volunteer  personnel  oversee  the  building 
and  renovation  aspects  of  the  ministry,  and 
direct  the  volunteers  in  their  work.  The 
“direct  assistance  to  clients”  refers  to  the 
funds  used  to  purchase  building  materials, 
supplies,  and  furnishings  that  are  not  pro¬ 
vided  by  other  sources.  These  figures 
reflect  the  costs  of  all  of  these  aspects  of 
our  ministry. 

Additional  funds  have  been  added  to  the 
UMCOR  grant  through  a  variety  of  part¬ 
nering  agencies.  As  an  example,  the 
Louisiana  Recovery  has  been  awarded  $2.7 
million  in  grants  from  the  Louisiana 
Family  Recovery  Corps  for  building  mate¬ 
rials.  This,  along  with  several  other  grants 
offers  us  the  opportunity  to  extend  our  min¬ 
istry  of  recovery. 

August  29, 2005  thru  September  30, 2007 


Clients  served:  52,108 

Open  Cases  476 

Closed  Cases  6,839 

Open  Pending  Cases  4,676 

Number  of  Volunteers/teams  42,064 
Number  of  Annual  Conferences 
that  participated  63 

Number  of  States  50 


Number  of  Countries  represented  25 


Financial  Report  dated  (Sept.  1, 2005  thru 
Sept.  30, 2007) 

In  Kind  Donation  of  Volunteers  Hours: 

$  23,960,844 

Direct  Assistance  to  our  Clients: 

Materials  &  Supplies 
From  UMCOR  grant  $  2,570,649 

From  other  sources  $  2,234,633 

Field  Staff-  $3,611,203 

(including  Benefits  &  Travel) 
Operation  of  Stations  $  334,770 

Total  Direct  Assistance  $  8,751,255 
Baton  Rouge  -  Central  Office  Staff - 

$  1,018,705 

(including  Benefits  &  Travel) 

Operation  of  Office  $  304,710 

Total  Central  Office  $  1,323,415 

St.  Mark's  Renovation  for  Volunteer 
Housing  to  host  teams  $  330,626 

Dulac  Community  Center  Volunteer 
Housing  to  host  teams  $  391,019 

Total  $34,757,159 

We  allocate  83  cents  on  the  dollar  for 
clients  assistance.  Cost  of  operation  is  1 7 
cents  on  the  dollar 

Submitted  by 

Dr.  Donald  C.  Cottrill,  Provost  to  the 
Bishop 

Rev.  Darryl  Allen  Tate,  Executive  Director 
of  the  Recovery  Ministry 


Preview  of  VBS  Curriculum 
Jan.  12, 2008 
8:30  a.m.  -  3  p.m. 

Wesley  CenterWoodworth,  La. 

This  year,  the  Annual  Conference  will  sponsor  a  preview  of  the  eight  most 
popular  Vacation  Bible  School  curricula  offered  by  the  major  publishing 
houses.  This  will  include  Cokesbury,  Lifeway,  Group,  and  Augsburg  Fortress 
.  You  will  have  an  opportunity  to  view  a  presentation  of  each  curriculum 
and  hear  from  a  local  church  representative  about  the  pros  and  cons  of 
each  curriculum.  The  Cokesbury  store  will  be  on  hand  to  order  curriculum 
and  an  opportunity  to  browse  through  their  store.  Registration  is  $15  dol¬ 
lars  per  person  and  includes  lunch.  For  more  information  contact  Rev. 
Dawn  Young,  (3 18)  458-5860  or  deacondawn@earthHnk.ne 


Name _ _ _ 

District  _ _ _ _ 

Home  Church . . . . 

Mailing  Address _ _ 

Phone  number  where  you  can  be  reached _ 

Email  Address  _ _ _ _ 

*Make  checks  payable  to  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. 
Registration  is  $15  per  person. 

Deadline  for  registration  December  30, 2007Mail  to:  VBS  2008 
Preview,  Attn:  Rhonda  Whitley,  Louisiana  Annual  Conference,  527 
North  Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802 


Bishops  report  on  special  appeal 


Bishop  William  Oden,  chair  of  the 
Katrina  Church  Recovery  Appeal  task 
force,  reported  at  the  November  meeting  of 
the  United  Methodist  Council  of  Bishops 
in  Lake  Junaluska,  N.  C.  that  nearly  $4 
million  has  been  raised  through  the  special 
appeal. 

Funds  will  help  in  rebuilding  churches 
and  parsonages,  and  to  support  salaries  of 
pastors  and  church  workers  in  the  after- 
math  of  Hurricane  Katrina. 

This  funding  is  in  addition  to  the  more 
than  $68  million  raised  by  the  United 
Methodist  Committee  on  Relief  for  imme¬ 
diate  humanitarian  relief  after  the  devastat¬ 
ing  storm  in  2005.  The  recovery  appeal  is 
for  specific  church  rebuilding  costs  that 
UMCOR  is  prohibited  from  covering. 


Bishops  Hope  Morgan  Ward 
(Mississippi  Area)  and  William  Hutchinson 
(Louisiana  Area)  reported  on  progress 
made  in  their  regions. 

“The  appeal  has  made  a  tremendous  dif¬ 
ference  .  .  .  (but)  the  needs  are  still  over¬ 
whelming,”  Bishop  Hutchinson  said. 
Partnerships  are  still  needed  with  churches 
and  conferencesin  the  continuing  rebuild¬ 
ing  effort. 

Bishop  Ward  reported  that  wood  from 
Gulfside  Assembly,  the  Southeast 
Jurisdiction  retreat  center  on  Mississippi’s 
gulf  coast  that  was  destroyed  by  the  storm, 
is  being  used  to  create  a  communion  table 
for  the  2008  General  Conference. 

The  council  has  approved  a  third  special 
offering  in  2008. 


A  Women's  Lenten  Retreat:  Growing  in  Joy, 
A  Workshop  for  Busy  Women 

Saturday,  Feb.  1 6, 2008 
8:30  a.m.-2:30  p.m. 

University  United  Methodist  Church 
3501  Patrick  Street,  Lake  Charles,  LA 
Cost:  $30  ($15  for  Students) 

Retreat  Leader:  Judy  Pace  Christie 

Judy  Pace  Christie,  from  Shreveport,  Louisiana,  is  an  energetic,  innovative 
problem  solver  who  enjoys  helping  people  develop  strategies  for  living  life  to  the 
fullest  and  for  being  more  effective  at  work.  Helping  individuals  learn  how  to 
hurry  and  worry  less  in  a  hectic  world.  Examining  daily  life,  priorities  and  spiritual 
growth  for  more  daily  enjoyment. 

Register  by  Monday,  Feb.  1 1 , 2008 

For  more  information,  contact  the  church  at  (337)  477-2003  or  visit  the 
website  at  www.universitymethodist.com 
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Luke's  House,  a  free  clinic  housed  at  Mt.  Zion  United  Methodist  Church  in  New  Orleans,  officially  opened  Nov.  1 3.  Pictured  at  the  opening  are,  top  left,  Jiselle  Bock,  executive  director 
for  the  clinic;  Dr.  Susan  Berry,  medical  director;  and  Rev.  Connie  Thomas,  pastor  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC.  Volunteers  greet  clients  at  the  clinic,  which  is  a  non-profit  organization  and  a  proj¬ 
ect  of  Mt.  Zion  and  Rayne  Memorial  United  Methodist  Churches.  A  sign  outside  the  fellowship  hall,  the  site  of  the  clinic,  welcomes  the  public  to  Luke's  House. 


Luke's  House,  from  page  1 
growing  Hispanic  population  of  workers 
who  have  arrived  to  participate  in  recon¬ 
struction  is  also  in  need  of  services.  “We 
hope  not  only  to  provide  medical  help,  but 
to  wrap  them  into  the  conference’s 
Hispanic  Ministry,”  said  Rev.  Oscar 
Ramos-Gallardo,  a  GBGM  missionary 
helping  to  expand  established  Hispanic 
ministries  in  New  Orleans  and  throughout 
the  Louisiana  Conference. 

An  Ecuadorian  couple  came  in  during 
the  opening  of  “Luke’s  House”  because  the 
husband  had  a  health  concern.  After 
Ramos-Gallardo  spoke  to  the  couple,  the 
man’s  wife  decided  that  she  would  also  see 
the  doctor.  “She  spoke  with  the  nurse  and  a 
few  tests  were  done.  The  medical  staff  dis¬ 
covered  that  she  was  anemic,  and  quite  ill. 
The  physician  said  that  if  she  had  not  been 
taken  care  of  that  night,  she  would  have 
been  in  the  emergency  room  in  a  few  days, 
in  serious  condition,”  said  Jiselle  Bock, 
executive  director  for  the  free  clinic. 

While  waiting  to  be  checked  out,  the 
husband  asked  the  interpreter,  “Well,  who 
are  these  people?”  Ramos-Gallardo 
answered,  “These  are  volunteers  from  The 
United  Methodist  Church.” 

“The  man  said  that  he  could  never 
remember  feeling  so  welcome  anywhere  in 
America.  He  couldn’t  believe  how  patient 
and  friendly  everyone  had  been  with  him, 
and  he  said  that  he  just  felt  so  much  love  at 
the  clinic,”  said  Bock. 

Ramos-Gallardo,  thinking  that  the  man 
had  just  arrived  in  the  United  States,  asked 
him  how  long  he  had  been  in  the  country. 

The  Ecuadorian  replied,  “I  came  to 
America  in  1 969.” 

Dr.  Susan  Berry,  medical  director  for  the 
clinic  and  a  member  of  Rayne  UMC,  was 


amazed  at  how  everything  fell  into  place  so 
that  the  clinic  could  open  as  quickly  as  it 
did.  “A  lot  of  hard  work  certainly  paid  off, 
but  it  was  remarkable  that  things  just 
seemed  to  work  out  miraculously,”  said  Dr. 
Berry,  also  an  associate  professor  for  the 
Louisiana  State  University  Medical  School. 

One  of  those  little  miracles  involved  Dr. 
Betty  Lo,  a  professor  in  the 
Medical/Pediatrics  department  at  the 
Louisiana  State  University  Health  Sciences 
Center.  After  expressing  an  interest  in  a 
partnership  with  Luke’s  House,  Berry  and 
Lo  established  an  agreement  with  the  pedi¬ 
atric  resident  physicians  at  the  school.  “The 
residents  volunteered  every  night  for  the 
opening  and  have  agreed  to  staff  the  clinic 
regularly  on  Tuesday  nights,”  said  a  jubi¬ 
lant  Bock. 

Other  key  elements  needed  for  the  clinic 
seemed  to  fall  into  place  in  the  weeks  prior 
to  the  opening.  “Luke’s  House”  will  be 
working  with  the  St.  Vincent  de  Paul 
Pharmacy  to  obtain  medications  for 
patients.  “We  received  close  to  1 ,000 
pounds  of  donated  supplies  from  a  physi¬ 
cian  in  upstate  New  York.  Dr.  Joseph  Lalka 
happened  to  be  retiring  the  week  before  our 
opening,  and  offered  us  supplies  from  his 
office.  That  gift  saved  us  thousands  of  dol¬ 
lars,”  said  Dr.  Berry. 

The  three-night  opening  went  smoothly 
in  large  part  to  the  dozens  of  volunteers 
that  came  from  as  far  away  as  Washington, 
Pennsylvania  and  Nebraska.  “Dr.  Jim 
Jantzen  and  his  wife  Amy,  who  is  a  regis¬ 
tered  nurse,  not  only  helped  to  staff  the 
clinic,  but  helped  to  set  up  before  the  clinic 
before  we  opened  on  Tuesday.  There  also 
were  several  volunteers  from  Nebraska, 
who  regularly  serve  at  Clinic  with  a  Heart, 
our  clinic  model,”  said  Bock. 


The  idea  of  opening  a  free  clinic  came 
from  members  of  volunteer  work  teams 
from  St.  Marks  United  Methodist  Church 
in  Lincoln,  Nebraska.  Since  December  of 
2005,  a  total  of  10  teams  from  Lincoln 
have  been  housed  at  Rayne  Memorial 
while  gutting  homes  through  the  UMCOR 
supported  La.  Disaster  Recovery  Ministry. 
“We  became  very  close  to  the  teams  from 
Lincoln.  They  even  held  fundraising  cam¬ 
paigns  back  in  Nebraska  for  the  rebuilding 
effort  in  the  city  of  New  Orleans,”  said 
Melissa  Erekson,  board  member  for  Luke’s 
House  and  a  member  of  Rayne  Memorial 
UMC. 

Rev.  Crawford  got  to  know  members  of 
the  St.  Mark’s  volunteer  group.  Their  out¬ 
reach  mission,  Clinic  with  a  Heart,  came 
up  in  conversation.  Members  of  one  of  the 
groups  met  with  Rayne’s  outreach  commit¬ 
tee  last  year  to  talk  about  the  clinic  and 
how  it  works. 

The  clinic  followed  up  by  sending  Dr. 
Rob  Rhodes,  medical  director,  and  Patricia 
Magyar,  executive  director  for  Clinic  with 
a  Heart,  to  New  Orleans  for  a  presentation 
on  their  outreach  mission.  “Rob  and 
Patricia  have  been  a  true  inspiration  in  all 
of  this,  sharing  documents  like  their  volun¬ 
teer  manual  and  operating  budget  that 
formed  the  basis  for  Luke’s  House,”  said 
Erekson. 

As  exploration  continued,  the  General 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  sent  advisor 
Ted  Wamock  to  assist  the  group  in  plan¬ 
ning.  Wamock  spent  four  months  with  the 
group,  helping  the  board  complete  the 
foundational  work  on  forming  the  clinic, 
exploring  the  issues  of  liability  and  incor¬ 
poration. 

Private  donations  and  a  grant  for 
$84,000  from  the  Methodist  Health  System 


Foundation  in  Louisiana  has  provided  a 
core  base  of  funds  to  launch  to  clinic. 

Services  through  the  clinic  are  available 
to  anyone  in  need.  The  area  surrounding 
Mt.  Zion  is  on  a  major  thoroughfare,  so  the 
facility  is  very  accessible. 

“’Luke’s  House’  is  a  unique  develop¬ 
ment  because  we  provide  care  in  a  compre¬ 
hensive  way  by  offering  medical  services, 
mental  health  counseling,  and  pastoral 
counseling.  Offering  all  this  and  caring  for 
each  individual  in  the  spirit  of  God’s  love 
truly  makes  this  a  healing  ministry,”  said 
Bock,  who  most  recently  was  serving  in  a 
free  clinic  in  Armenia. 

“One  thing  I  am  sure  of,”  said  Bock,  “is 
that  we  have  the  capacity  and  the  resources 
in  this  country  to  make  clinics  like  this  one 
a  reality.  Countries  like  Armenia  have  very 
little.  But  we  have  so  much  in  the  United 
States  at  our  fingertips.” 

Rev.  Larry  Norman,  director  of  La. 
Volunteers  in  Mission,  will  assist  with 
recruiting  volunteer  medical  teams  locally 
and  nationally.  “The  teams  will  be  critical 
in  the  success  of  the  project,  which  will  be 
volunteer-driven.  We’ve  already  been  in 
conversation  with  a  team  from  Alabama, 
and  we  believe  this  volunteer  opportunity 
will  be  very  successful,”  said  Norman. 

The  clinic,  currently  housed  in  the 
Family  Life  center  of  Mt.  Zion  UMC 
serves  as  a  medical  facility  during  the  week 
and  a  sanctuary  on  Sunday.  “Our  church, 
badly  damaged  by  Hurricane  Katrina,  is 
still  in  need  of  repair.  So  this  examination 
area  is  like  a  M.A.S.H.  unit  which  we  take 
down  before  services,  and  put  back  up 
again  to  serve  patients  during  the  week. 
Once  we  can  get  appropriate  funding  to 
repair  the  sanctuary,  this  area  will  be  devot¬ 
ed  fully  to  ‘Luke’s  House’,”  said  Thomas. 
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Annual  W.T.  Handy  Convocation  held  in  New  Orleans 


Over  200  people  attended  the  W.T.  Handy  Convocation,  held  Nov.  16-17  at  Holiday  Inn  Downtown  and  at  Dillard  University  in  New  Orleans. Top  left,  Weldon  Frasier,  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  Dr.  Anita  Crump,  Dr.  William  McClain  and  Jo  Ann  McClain  gather  at  the  Holiday  Inn  prior  to  McClain's  keynote  speech  at  the  event.  Evelyn  Clark,  Rev.  Barbara  Murray, 
Rev.  Yvonne  Dayries,  Irene  Bowman,  Ruth  Handy  and  Joe  Burke  visit  in  the  ballroom  on  Friday  evening  of  the  convocation.  A  special  component  held  for  youth  and  young  adults  at 
the  event  focused  on  "discerning  the  call"  and  discovering  God’s  plan  for  your  life. 


IRS  announces  2008 
standard  mileage  rates 

The  Internal  Revenue  Service  has 
issued  the  2008  optional  standard  mileage 
rates  used  to  calculate  the  deductible  costs 
of  operating  an  automobile  for  business 
purposes. 

Beginning  Jan.  1 ,  2008,  the  standard 
mileage  rates  for  the  use  of  a  car  will  be 
50.5  cents  per  mile  for  business  miles  driv¬ 
en. 

Local  churches  in  the  conference  should 
adjust  to  the  new  rate  of  50.5  cents  per 
mile. 

Notification  of  clergy 
retirement  needed 

Paragraph  359  of  the  2004  Book  of 
Discipline  states  that  “requests  for  retire¬ 
ment  shall  be  stated  in  writing  to  the  bish¬ 
op,  cabinet,  and  board  of  ordained  ministry 
at  least  one  hundred  twenty  days  prior  to 
the  date  on  which  retirement  is  to  be  effec¬ 
tive.”  If  you  plan  to  retire  at  the  next  ses¬ 
sion  of  Annual  Conference,  notification 
should  be  received  by  those  listed  above 
by  February  1,  2008.  The  processing  of  a 
clergy’s  retirement  may  be  delayed  if  this 
time  frame  is  not  met. 

(Remember  the  reason 
for  the  season! 

(Be  a  welcoming  church 

Open  Hearts 
Open  Minds 
Open  (Doors 


A  gift  annuity  can  help  you  make  a 
significant  gift  to  your  favorite 
United  Methodist  ministry  AND  provide 
you  fixed  income  for  life! 

Your  age  determines 
your  income  rate.  The 
payment  will  never 
change. 

Give  a  gift  to  your 
church,  fixed  income 
to  yourself,  and  receive 
a  current  income  tax 
deduction! 

*  Two-life  rates  are  lower. 


Single  Life* 

Charitable  Gift 

Annuity  Rates 

Age 

Rate 

55 

5.5% 

60 

5.7 

65 

6.0 

70 

6.5 

75 

7.1 

80 

8.0 

85 

9.5 

90+ 

11.3 

Contact  us  for  a  FHGH  customized 


(225)  346-1535  or  (800)  256-9317 
www.umfgiving.org 


and  confidential  illustration! 

.  l/ti  m  v  consult  your  financial  advisor  before 
waking  am  significant  financial  decisions. 
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Editor ’s  note:  We  hope  you  enjoy 
this  special  edition  of  Louisiana  Now! 
devoted  to  telling  stories  of  the 
Louisiana  Conference  Volunteers  in 
Mission— volunteers  in  action,  who 
demonstrate  their  faith  by  helping  oth¬ 
ers,  here  at  home  and  around  the  world. 
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Louisiana  sends  first  VIM  medical  team  to  Cambodia 


When  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission 
sends  its  first  medical  team  to  Cambodia  in 
February  of  2008,  the  conference  will  help 
“the  people  called  Methodist”  bring  their 
ministry  to  another  level.  “As  the  medical 
team  works  beside  them,  Methodists  in 
Cambodia  can  be  fully  well  rounded  in 
their  ability  to  minister  and  serve  in  their 
own  country,  which  is  seriously  lacking  in 
health  care,”  said  Rev.  Doug  Milliron,  La. 
Conference  Missions  Secretary  and  chair¬ 
man  for  the  Louisiana  Cambodia  Initiative. 


In  the  next  few  months,  missionaries 
and  church  leaders  in  Cambodia  will  be 
preparing  people  for  the  arrival  of  the  team. 
“For  most  of  the  patients  we  will  see,  it 
will  be  the  first  time  they  have  even  met  a 
doctor.  So  they  need  some  up  front  infor¬ 
mation  on  what  it’s  like  to  receive  medical 
care,”  added  Milliron. 

The  February  mission  is  the  next  in  a 
long  series  of  educational  and  construction 
missions  that  have  been  scheduled  and 
planned  by  the  Louisiana  Cambodia 


Initiative  and  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (LAVIM).  Rev.  Larry  Norman, 
director  of  LAVIM,  will  lead  the  team, 
which  serves  Feb.  15-27,  2008.  The  18 
member  team  includes  nurses,  a  dietician,  a 
pediatrician,  an  OB/GYN,  a  dentist  and  a 
cardiologist.  The  medical  professionals 
will  be  joined  by  an  electrician,  three  pas¬ 
tors  and  several  construction  helpers. 

Team  members  have  already  met  for 
training  on  one  occasion  and  will  gather 

See  Cambodia  ,pageio 


Volunteers  in  Mission  2008 
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Friendship  Plaza ,  an  outdoor  gathering  space  at  Mt.  Sequoyah  Conference  and  Retreat  Center,  will  be  funded  and  construct¬ 
ed  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference. The  plaza,  shown  above,  is  a  'thank  you'  gift  from  the  conference  to  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  for  its  aid  and  support  through  financial  gifts  and  work  teams  in  rebuilding  storm  damaged  UM  churches. 


La.  Conference  to  build  outdoor  plaza  for  Mt.  Sequoyah 


Mount  Sequoyah  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center  is  a  hub  for  the  educa¬ 
tional  and  spiritual  endeavors  of  the 
South  Central  Jurisdiction,  which  is 
comprised  of  15  United  Methodist  annu¬ 
al  conferences.  Located  in  Fayetteville, 
Ark.,  Mount  Sequoyah  is  currently 
developing  a  plan  for  refurbishing  and 
modernizing  its  facility,  which  is  over 
75  years  old. 

“As  the  Louisiana  Conference  repre¬ 
sentative  to  the  facility’s  Board  of 
Trustees,  I’ve  been  excited  about  this 
plan  as  I  have  loved  for  many  years  this 
peaceful  and  contemplative  place  of 
faith  growth  and  learning,”  said  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  director  of  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission. 

Although  the  original  plan  for  reno¬ 
vation  was  extensive  and  thorough,  said 


Norman,  it  lacked  “one  thing” —  the 
construction  of  a  new,  outdoor  gathering 
place. 

After  drawing  an  initial  concept  for 
the  facility,  and  it  being  embraced  by  the 
Mountain’s  Trustees  and  leadership 
team,  Norman  met  with  Ron  Sarver,  fel¬ 
low  trustee,  engineer  and  member  of 
Asbury  United  Methodist  Church  in 
Lafayette.  The  two  went  to  Mt. 
Sequoyah  to  develop  sightings  and  lev¬ 
els  for  the  plan.  “We  then  consulted 
with  an  architectural  firm  in  Arkansas  to 
secure  the  drawings  for  the  project,” 
Norman  added. 

A  focus  for  the  plaza  was  needed. 
Originators  of  the  project  reflected  on 
the  fact  that  many  of  the  work  teams 
that  responded  to  Louisiana’s  storm 
recovery  from  Hurricanes  Rita  and 


Katrina  came  from  churches  throughout 
the  South  Central  Jurisdiction.  “I  shared 
with  Bishop  Hutchinson  and  Provost 
Don  Cottrill  about  the  project  and  sug¬ 
gested  that  Louisiana  provide  the  major 
funding  for  the  materials  as  a  ‘thank 
you’  gift  to  the  Jurisdiction  for  its  aid 
and  support  in  work  teams  and  in  finan¬ 
cial  gifts  to  provide  for  our  pastors  and 
the  rebuilding  of  our  churches,”  said 
Norman. 

Church  leaders  were  in  agreement, 
and  fundraising  letters  are  being  sent  out 
to  potential  donors.  “This  will  be  a  great 
gift  to  the  jurisdiction.  When  people 
gather  on  the  plaza  they  will  be  remind¬ 
ed  of  the  gracious  hospitality  of 
Louisiana  as  well  as  our  gratitude  for 
their  selfless  help  given  in  our  great 
See  Mount  Seqouyah,  page  5 
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ON  THE  JOURNEY 

"Just  Do  It!" 


It  was  just  a  few  years  ago  -  1988  to 
be  exact  -  that  one  of  the  most  famous  of 
all  advertising  slogans  was  introduced. 
“Just  Do  It”  -  the  phrase  synonymous 
with  sports  wear  giant,  NIKE,  was  like  a 
shot  heard  round  the  world.  It  is  still 
reverberating  today.  One  social  historian 
says  this  phrase  “captures  the  ethics  of 
the  Boomer  generation.”  It  is  a  motto 
that  has  given  hope  and  possibility  think¬ 
ing  like  few  other  mottos  has  ever  done. 

It  may  just  serve  as  a  modem  call  to  arms 
against  apathy,  complacency,  and  any 
sense  of  “I  can’t  make  a  difference,”  or  “I 
can’t  do  it.” 

Dr.  Leonard  Sweet  has  this  to  say 
about  the  phrase:  “In  a  world  that  mis¬ 
takes  talking  or  thinking  things  through 
with  doing  anything;  in  a  world  that 
thinks  it  has  settled  questions  by  raising 
them;  in  a  world  where  undecidability  is 
the  name  of  the  game:  it  may  be  time  to 
give  some  soul  -searching  to  this  phrase, 
‘Just  Do  It.”’ 

I’ve  been  trying  to  find  a  clever  way 
to  say  something  convincing  about  the 
work  of  Volunteers  in  Mission  (VIM) 
that  will  make  those  of  you  who  read  this 
column  itch  to  get  a  listing  of  all  the 
opportunities  that  are  out  there  for  you. 
Then  I  want  to  make  you  want  to  call  the 
VIM  office  at  225-346-1646  and  talk  to 
someone  about  getting  your  name  on  a 
list  for  a  team  that  will  be  going  on  a 
mission  in  the  near  future.  I  want  you  to 
feel  like  you  are  compelled  to  “Just  Do 
If’  and  that  you  have  no  ability  to  hold 
yourself  back  from  following  your  desire 
and  your  intuition  that  this  is  exactly 
what  you  are  being  called  to  do.  I  want 
you  to  wrestle  with  that  gnawing,  burn¬ 
ing  feeling  inside  you  that  says  you  only 
have  one  life  in  which  to  make  a  differ¬ 
ence  for  others  and  you  aren’t  getting  any 
younger.  I  want  you  to  realize  how  gifted 
you  are  and  to  know  you  have  something 
to  give  that  only  you  can  deliver!  Then  I 
want  you  to  translate  that  gnawing  into 
reality  therapy  that  takes  you  to  some 
remote  and  needy  spot  on  this  beautiful 
earth  where  there  are  people  who  NEED 
YOUR  HELP! 

And  then  I  want  you  work  hard!  I 
want  you  to  teach  children  and  adults  the 
stories  of  Jesus  in  a  Vacation  Bible 
School.  I  want  you  to  sand  and  scrape 
old  rotting  wood  and  then  apply  a  fresh 
coat  of  paint  to  it  and  watch  that  old 
dilapidated  building  come  to  life  and 
watch  the  eyes  of  the  occupant  come  to 
life  as  well.  I  want  you  to  dig  the  begin¬ 
nings  of  a  well  for  clean  water  in  some 
filthy  place  where  you  wouldn’t  take  a 
drink  if  you  thought  your  life  depended 


on  it.  I  want  you  to 
hand  out  medical 
supplies  to  people 
who  have  walked  50 
-  100  miles  just  to 
get  to  you  and  who 
are  much  more  ill 
than  you  have  ever 
been  and  who  are 
thrilled  beyond 
words  just  to  get 
someone  to  give  them  some  sample  med¬ 
icines  and  some  hotel  bars  of  soap  and 
bottles  of  shampoo  with  which  they  can 
clean  themselves  for  the  first  time  in  a 
long  time.  I  want  you  to  take  a  “tour”  of 
the  area  to  which  you  are  assigned  and 
see  for  yourself  the  deplorable  conditions 
in  which  much  of  the  world  lives  and 
have  your  heart  break  and  your  con¬ 
science  hurt  because  you  have  com¬ 
plained  about  what  you  don’t  have! 

I  want  you  to  have  the  great  peace  of 
laying  your  exhausted  body  on  a  simple 
bed  at  night  and  then  have  the  good  for¬ 
tune  of  drifting  off  into  a  deep  sleep 
because  you  have  given  your  all  during 
the  day  in  order  to  help  someone.  And  I 
want  you  to  experience  what  Jesus  meant 
when  he  said,  “the  poor  you  have  with 
you  always,”  and  I  want  you  to  take 
comfort  in  the  fact  that  you  have  walked 
in  Jesus’  shoes  for  that  day  as  you  did  for 
“the  least  of  these”  and,  consequently,  for 
Jesus  himself. 

I  really  don’t  know  some  clever  way 
to  say,  “Why  don’t  you  consider  being  a 
part  of  a  VIM  Team  and  go  on  a  mission 
that  will  change  someone’s  life  and 
maybe  help  them  live  a  little  better  and  a 
little  longer?”  And  I  really  don’t  have 
some  clever  way  to  say,  “You  will  proba¬ 
bly  be  the  greatest  beneficiary  of  such  a 
mission,  because  your  life  will  be 
changed  and  you  will  live  a  little  better 
and,  prayerfully,  a  little  longer  as  well.” 

I  can’t  improve  on  Nike’s  slogan. 
“JUST  DO  IT!”  Nor  can  I  improve  on 
Jesus’  call  on  us,  “This  is  my  command¬ 
ment,  that  you  love  one  another  as  I  have 
loved  you. .  .You  are  my  friends  if  you 
do  what  I  command  you. ..  You  did  not 
choose  me,  but  I  chose  you  and  appoint¬ 
ed  you  that  you  should  go  and  bear  fruit 
and  that  your  fruit  should  abide  ....  This 
I  command  you,  to  love  one  another.” 
(John  15:  12,  14,  16-17) 

Christmas  Blessings, 

Bill  Hutchinson 


Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson 


Russia  Initative  meeting  held 


The  13th  Russia  Initiative  was  held 
Nov.  15-17  at  the  Church  of  the 
Resurrection  in  Leawood,  Kansas. 
Louisiana  delegates  included  James 
Gillespie,  Chair  of  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Russia  Initiative  and  Larry  D, 
Norman,  Director  of  LAVIM.  The  annual 
gathering  provides  update  information  on 
the  needs  and  progress  of  the  still  growing 
United  Methodist  ministry  in  the  former 
Soviet  Union.  The  Louisiana  Conference 
continues  its  significant  ministry  with 


FUMC  Ekaterinburg.  Larry  and  James  are 
pictured  with  Rev.  Olga  Kotsuba,  Rev. 
Tatiana  Tomach,  Yuri  Ivanitski  and  Galina 
Dracheva.  Gillespie  will  lead  LAVIM 
teams  to  Ekaterinburg,  Dec.  27,  2007  -Jan. 
5,  2008  and  June  10-21,2008.  Additional 
teams  are  being  formed  to  serve  a  new 
project,  Camp  Voronezh,  near  Moscow,  for 
next  year.  Voronezh  serves  Russian 
Methodists  as  their  camp  and  Assembly 
Center  as  well  as  the  location  of  their 
Annual  Conference  meeting. 


August  1  -2— -New  Orleans 
August  15-16 — Lake  Charles 


Come  join  LAVIM  and 
Louisiana  Disaster  Response 
as  we 


in  the  lives  of  (hose  effected 
by  Hurricanes 
Rita  and  Katrina 
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From  the  LaVIM  Director 

Almost  everyone  who  has  been  in  mission  in  South  Africa  has  become  a  fan  of  Trevor  Hudson.  Pastor  of  Northfield 
Methodist  Church  in  Benoni,  near  Johannesburg,  his  many  books  have  guided  hundreds  in  their  search  for  a  deeper  spirituality. 

A  new  book.  Listening  to  the  Groans,  is  a  guide  to  a  spirituality  for  ministry  and  mission. 

Trevor  tells  the  story  of  the  great  scientist  Dr.  Albert  Einstein,  who  was  once  on  a  train  out  of  NYC.  As  the  conductor  made 
his  rounds  he  asked  Einstein  for  his  ticket.  He  could  not  find  it  and  emptied  all  his  pockets,  searched  through  his  briefcase  and 
was  on  his  all  fours  to  look  around  the  floor.  The  conductor  recognized  Dr.  Einstein  and  said,  “Don’t  worry,  I  trust  you.’ 

Einstein  turned  his  head  upward  from  the  floor  and  said,  “Young  man,  this  is  not  about  trust.  I  need  to  find  that  ticket;  otherwise 
I  have  no  idea  where  I  am  going!” 

Hudson  reminds  us  that  as  followers  of  Christ  we  ride  the  train  of  life  and  in  order  to  reach  our  destination,  the  one  God  has 
in  mind  for  us,  we  need  to  have  our  ticket.  If  not  we  may  not  know  where  we  are  going  or  get  off  at  the  wrong  station.  The 
ticket,  says  Hudson,  is  simple,  it  is  “listening  to  the  groans.” 

It  is  the  same  ticket  for  all  ministry  and  mission;  to  evangelism,  healing,  pastor’s  care,  community  building,  peacemaking  and 
so  much  more. 

We  listen  to  the  groans  of  others  and  we  build  a  bridge  between  our  inner  journey  and  the  outer  journey  of  those  around  us. 

We  find  ourselves  delivered  from  a  private  spirituality.  We  listen  to  the  groans  and  we  find  ourselves  able  to  love  God  with  all 
our  hearts,  sous,  minds  and  strength  and  to  love  our  neighbors  as  ourselves.  Romans  8:22-27  talks  about  the  groans  of  creation, 
of  our  own  selves  and  of  the  spirit.  Hudson  indicates,  as  many  LAVIM  team  members  have  testified,  mission  has  helped  them 
to  become  better  listeners  to  God’s  world  and  his  people  around  us. 

You  are  invited  to  become  such  a  listener,  to  the  groans  around  us  and  around  the  world.  And,  through  mission  to  touch 
those  groaning  hearts  with  healing  and  compassionate  provision  and  care.  The  church,  you  and  I  are  God’s  new  creation.  Now 
we  are  called  to  implement  this  new  creation  wherever  our  world  groans  in  pain  and  hope. 

Harry  D.  Norman 


LAVIM  Director  Larry  Norman  works  to  lay  tile  with  Dawn  Young,  September  Mexico  team  leader  at  the  Iglesia  Valle  Hermoso. 
Dawn  led  a  team  from  Asbury  UMC  in  Bossier  City. 


Why  We  Are  Volunteers 


The  understanding  that  “we  are  called” 
and  “we  are  sent”  is  at  the  foundation  of 
our  faith.  The  scriptures  are  full  of  stories 
of  persons  who  responded  to  a  call  and 
were  sent  on  mission  for  God.  Abraham 
and  Sarah,  our  parents  in  the  faith,  met 
God  in  the  desert  and  entered  into  a 
covenant  that  from  that  moment  claimed  a 
people  dedicated  to  God’s  mission.  Miriam 
heard  the  call  and  was  sent  to  care  for  her 
baby  brother.  Moses  heard  the  call  coming 
from  a  bush  that  was  burning  but  not  con¬ 
sumed  and  was  sent  to  lead  his  people  out 
of  captivity.  Isaiah  had  a  vision  of  God  in 
the  Temple  and  heard  the  voice  of  the  Lord 
saying  “Whom  shall  I  send,  and  who  will 
go  for  us?”;  and  Isaiah  answered  “Here  am 
I,  send  me!”  (Isaiah  6:1-8) 


Jesus  spent  his  ministry  calling  persons 
and  sending  them  on  God’s  mission 
(Andrew  and  Peter,  the  sons  of  Zebedee, 
Mary  and  Martha  and  Lazarus,  the  woman 
at  the  well,  the  paralyzed  man  by  the  pool, 
Zacchaeus  in  the  tree,  etc.)  Jesus  under¬ 
stood  himself  to  be  called  and  sent  when  he 
announced  to  his  hometown  synagogue  in 
Nazareth  that  “the  Spirit  of  the  Lord  is 
upon  me,  because  he  has  anointed  me  to 
bring  good  news  to  the  poor.  He  has  sent 
me  to  proclaim  release  to  the  captives  and 
recovery  of  sight  to  the  blind,  to  let  the 
oppressed  go  free,  to  proclaim  the  year  of 
the  Lord’s  favor.”  (Luke  4: 18-19) 

The  New  Testament  instructs  those  who 
would  be  followers  of  Jesus  to  feed  the 
hungry,  clothe  the  naked,  give  shelter  to  the 


homeless,  heal  the  sick,  care  for  the  wid¬ 
ows,  and  nurture  the  children.  We  are  told 
that  Jesus  came  in  order  that  we  might  be 
able  to  tear  down  walls  of  hostility  that 
divide  and  to  build  bridges  of  understand¬ 
ing.  We  are  called,  wherever  we  are  in  the 
world,  to  love  all  of  God's  creation  and  to 
demonstrate  that  love  with  action. 

Therefore,  putting  our  faith  into  action 
is  at  the  very  heart  of  our  Christian  calling 
and  not  just  something  that  we  do  in  our 
spare  time  after  we  have  reached  our  per¬ 
sonal  goals.  Through  volunteers  in  mission 
every  person  in  the  church  has  the  opportu¬ 
nity  to  serve  and  to  live  their  calling  and 
their  lives  more  faithfully.  And  when  we 
reach  out  in  this  way,  using  what  God  has 
given  us  in  the  service  of  others,  we  have 


Up  with  LAVIM 

BY  JERRY  HILBUN 

Isn’t  it  exciting  to 
be  a  part  of  the  church 
family  that  offers  so 
many  opportunities  to 
be  involved  in  min¬ 
istry?  There  are  excit¬ 
ing  ministry  opportuni¬ 
ties  for  people  of  every 
age  and  station  in  life 
in  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  Our  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (LAVIM)  is  a  relative  newcomer 
to  this  smorgasbord  of  opportunities. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  enables  groups 
and  individuals  to  put  their  faith  into  action 
in  a  variety  of  creative  ways.  A  LAVIM 
participant  might  find  themselves  part  of  a 
medical  team  in  Northern  Mexico,  part  of 
a  construction  team  in  Ecuador,  part  of  a 
vacation  bible  school  program  in 
Cambodia  or  part  of  a  ministry  team  in 
South  Africa.  But  the  opportunity  for  for¬ 
eign  missions  is  just  one  aspect  of  LAVIM 
effort.  Volunteer  participants  are  also 
needed  in  our  own  country  in  places  such 
as  Red  Bird  Mission  in  Kentucky,  Heifer 
Project  International  in  Arkansas,  Navajo 
Nation  in  Arizona  or  in  our  own  state  of 
Louisiana  at  the  Sager-Brown  UMCOR 
Station  or  in  helping  victims  recover  from 
disasters  such  as  Hurricanes  Katrina  and 
Rita. 

I  have  seen  LAVIM  experiences  change 
the  lives  of  many  participants.  It  puts  flesh 
on  the  skeleton  of  faith  and  helps  us  live 
out  Christ’s  direction  to  feed  the  hungry 
and  help  those  who  are  in  need.  It 
“stretches  our  envelope”  of  cultural  aware¬ 
ness  and  enables  us  to  experience  the  dif¬ 
ference  individuals  and  small  groups  can 
make. 

I  want  to  encourage  every  United 
Methodist  Church  in  the  Louisiana 
Conference  to  participate  in  a  LAVIM 
project  of  some  kind.  Please  contact  Rev. 
Larry  Norman,  our  LAVIM  Director,  for 
information  about  the  many  opportunities 
that  are  available  to  serve  the  Kingdom  in 
creative  ways  by  calling  him  at  (888)  239- 
5286  or  (225)  346-1646  or  by  visiting  the 
website  Louisiana  Conference  website  at: 
www.la-umc.org/vim.php. 

Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun 

VIM  Advisory  Board  Chair 


Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun 


“life-transforming”  experiences. 

Our  neighborhood  has  expanded.  Today 
we  are  a  global  neighborhood  and  our 
neighbors  are  everywhere.  There  is  no 
place  on  this  planet  where  we  are  not  called 
to  go  if  there  is  a  need.  There  is  no  place 
on  this  planet  where  we  do  not  have  the 
opportunity  to  receive  those  who  under¬ 
stand  themselves  to  have  been  sent. 

In  the  words  of  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr. 
“Everyone  can  be  great  because  everyone 
can  serve.  You  don’t  have  to  have  a  college 
degree  to  serve.  You  don’t  even  have  to 
make  your  subject  and  your  verb  agree... 
You  only  need  a  heart  fiill  of  grace.. .a  soul 
generated  by  love.” 

—Excerpts  from  the  theological  state¬ 
ment,  UMVIM  training  manual 
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Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  continues  to  work  on  many  different  projects  through¬ 
out  different  parts  of  Mexico.  A  LAVIM  team  gathers,  left,  before  setting  out  to  Valle 
Hermosa  to  work  on  the  church  building. Top  left,  Iglesia  Torre  Fuerte  bustles  with  activ¬ 
ity.  Dorms  at  Iglesia  Torre  Fuerte  in  Saltillo  will  host  teams  going  to  this  area  to  work  on 
the  parsonage  at  Monte  Horeb  (a  two  story  building  about  24'x36');the  sanctuary  at  La 
Trinidad,  which  needs  tile,  a  kitchen,  and  a  few  other  things;  and  the  parsonage  at  Torre 
Fuerte.  The  Personal  Energy  Transportation  ministry,  above,  now  has  a  shop  in  Nuevo 
Progreso  where  special  carts  are  being  built  for  handicapped  people. 


2008,  Looking  forward...  for  new  challenges! 


BY  WILLIE  BERMAN 
DIRECTOR  MEXICO  VIM 

2007  has  been  very  significant  to  me 
and  to  VIM  Mexico.  For  me,  as  you  may 
have  already  heard,  my  father  Aaron 
Berman  passed  away  on  Oct.  16  at  68 
years  old,  after  being  ill  with  liver  cancer 
and  fighting  it  for  10  months.  For  those 
that  met  him,  you  know  how  great  he  was, 
giving  everybody  words  of  inspiration  and 
wisdom.  God  used  him  and  my  mom  Olga 
to  accomplish  many  important  things  with 
the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico  as  he  was 
a  Lay  Pastor,  and  received  a  lot  of  assis¬ 
tance  from  US  mission  teams  to  help  a  lot 
of  people  in  poor  areas  of  Reynosa.  He 
started  two  churches,  El  Camino  and  El 
Sendero,  and  opened  the  breakfast  pro¬ 
grams  for  children  in  these  churches.  Later, 
he  donated  land  from  his  ranch  so  that  a 
non-denominational  Christian  camp  could 
be  built  The  camp  is  a  beautiful  place 
where  about  35  US  and  Mexican  teams  per 
year  can  be  housed  as  they  do  mission 
work  in  Reynosa  or  for  spiritual  retreats. 
Soon,  the  elementary  public  school  near  El 
Sendero  church  (the  church  by  the  dump) 
will  name  their  new  library  for  my  father. 
Memorial  offerings  will  be  used  to  build  a 
set  of  sport  courts  for  basketball,  volley¬ 
ball,  soccer  and  a  minor  league  baseball 
field  at  the  camp  to  complete  the  project. 
Baseball  was  his  passion  and  two  years  ago 
he  had  the  opportunity  to  see  the  Yankees 


at  the  Yankee  stadium,  fulfilling  one  of  his 
dreams. .  .But  his  biggest  passion  was  to 
praise  our  Lord  among  other  people.  Now 
he  is  with  a  bunch  of  people  in  Heaven 
where,  I  am  sure,  he  is  leading  the 
singing. . .  at  least  the  Spanish  hymns  and 
songs,  and  nobody  can  stop  him  now!  I 
praise  God  for  giving  me  the  privilege  of 
being  Aaron  and  Olga’s  oldest  son  and  to 
have  the  chance  to  follow  their  example  of 
serving  Christ  for  the  rest  of  my  life. 

The  year  2007  has  been,  again,  a  great 
year  for  VIM  and  the  Eastern  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Church  of  Mexico.  The 
Valle  Hermoso  church  is  about  to  be  fin¬ 
ished,  and  teams  have  accepted  the  invita¬ 
tion  to  go  to  Tampico  to  build  the 
Fellowship  hall  and  the  parsonage  of  the 
church  there.  Betania  Methodist  Clinic  in 
Reynosa  will  be  a  small  hospital  with  a 
surgery  room  in  a  few  more  months.  And 
the  Personal  Energy  Transportation  min¬ 
istry  has  a  shop  in  Nuevo  Progreso  where 
now  we  can  build  special  carts  for  handi¬ 
capped  people. 

This  year  we  were  also  able  to  complete 
the  dorms  at  Iglesia  Torre  Fuerte  in  Saltillo. 
Teams  going  to  this  area  will  be  hosted  at 
this  site.  The  three  projects  in  Saltillo  are 
the  parsonage  at  Monte  Horeb  (a  two  story 
building  about  24’x36’);  the  sanctuary  at 
La  Trinidad,  which  needs  tile,  a  kitchen, 
and  a  few  other  things;  and  the  parsonage 
at  Torre  Fuerte.  Please  find  below  a  list  of 


the  Priority  Projects  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico,  by  area: 

Rio  Bravo 

Iglesia  La  Luz 
ICCD  Deaf  School 
Nuevo  Progreso 

El  Buen  Pastor  (School) 

P.E.T.  Ministry 
Matamoros 

Iglesia  Casa  de  Comunion 
Reynosa 

Iglesia  El  Camino 
Pueblo  de  Dios  Camp 
Betania  Clinic 
Vida  Nueva  School 
Iglesia  Eben-ezer  (Fellowship 
Hall  and  Classrooms) 

San  Fernando 

Principe  de  Paz  (Parsonage) 

Carbonenas 

Mar  de  Galilea  (Parsonage) 

Tampico 

Iglesia  Resurrection  (Parsonage 
and  Fellowship  Hall) 

Monterrey 

Seminario  Juan  Wesley 
Sierra  Linda  Camp 

Saltillo 

Iglesia  Monte  Horeb  (Parsonage) 
Iglesia  La  Trinidad  (Santuary) 
Iglesia  Torre  Fuerte  (Parsonage) 


Other  Ministries  for  support 

Lunch/Breakfast  Programs 

Scholarships/Backpacks 

Toys 

Bible 

Vacation  Bible  School 

Again,  I  need  to  thank  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  sending  us  over  30  teams 
this  year  with  wonderful  team  members.  I 
think  Larry  Norman  has  trained  them  well, 
because  when  I  pick  up  the  team  at  the  air¬ 
port,  one  hour  later  after  they  have  arrived 
(every  time),  they  are  still  there  smiling 
and  saying  “We  will  do  whatever  you  need 
us  to  do  for  your  people. .  .just  please  stop 
at  Wal-Mart  before  we  cross  the  border.” 
VIM  Mexico  is  being  structured  to  coordi¬ 
nate  about  200  teams  per  year  coming  to 
our  area.  Thanks  for  helping  us  on  our 
growing  process,  thanks  for  loving  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico,  and  thanks 
for  loving  me  as  I  serve  God  and  you  as 
the  VIM  Mexico  Eastern  Conference 
Coordinator. 

Guillermo  “Willie”  Berman 

(Editor ’s  Note:  If  you  would  like  to 
send  a  memorial  for  Willie’s  father,  please 
make  your  check  to  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference  -  LAVIM  and  in  the  memo 
area,  write  “Aaron  Berman  Memorial.”) 
LAVIM’s  address  is  527  North  Boulevard, 
Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802) 
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Mount  Sequoyah,  from  page  7 

hour  of  need,”  said  Bishop  William  W. 
Hutchinson. 

Work  has  begun  to  complete  the  plaza 
before  and  during  Mount  Sequoyah’s  annu¬ 
al  South  Central  Jurisdiction  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Work  Week,  slated  for  March  3 1  - 
April  4,  2008.  John  and  Sheri  Altland, 
Leadership  Team  for  Mount  Sequoyah  are 
delighted  and  have  suggested  a  name  for 
the  project:  Friendship  Plaza. 

The  plaza  will  feature  a  large  crescent 
shaped  hard  surface  of  Arkansas  native 
stone  framed  by  an  18”  to  2’  stone  retainer 
wall.  This  area  will  be  furnished  with 
wrought  iron,  four-seat  picnic  tables  sur¬ 
rounding  a  removable  fire  pit,  which  will 
also  double  as  a  stage  area  for  small  con¬ 
certs.  Butane  standing  heaters  such  as  the 
ones  used  in  outdoor  restaurants  will 
extend  the  use  of  the  plaza  in  the  spring 
and  fall  on  cool  nights.  Located  right  in 
front  of  the  Gift  Center,  the  plaza’s  location 
is  so  centralized,  it  will  be  a  stopping  off 
place  between  classes,  workshops,  presen¬ 
tations  and  refreshment  breaks.  “The  Gift 
Center  is  in  the  center  of  the  main  part  of 
the  campus  between  three  major  assembly 
centers,  including  the  cafeteria.  Visitors 
can  purchase  coffee,  cold  drinks  and 
snacks  there.  What  a  great  place  for  an 
outdoor  patio,  picnic  tables,  a  fire  pit  and  a 
waterfall  to  provide  an  even  more  peaceful 
surrounding  to  talk  with  friends,  share  sto¬ 
ries  and  read  materials  from  your  latest 
workshop,”  said  Norman. 

One  of  the  plaza’s  great  assets  will  be  a 
water  feature  in  its  southeast  comer.  “In 
keeping  with  the  fact  that  the  plaza  is  a  gift 
from  Louisiana,  a  water  stream  will  origi¬ 


nate  from  a  four  foot  sugar  kettle.  The 
water  courses  through  a  rock-lined  “brook” 
before  creating  a  waterfall  over  the  retain¬ 
ing  wall  ledge  into  a  lighted  submerged 
pool  in  the  plaza  floor.  Along  the  brook 
and  around  the  sugar  kettle  will  be  native 
Louisiana  plants. 

An  additional  feature  along  the  stream 
is  an  8’  bonze  sculpture  of  a  harnessed 
Louisiana  alligator  being  ridden  by  two 
children.  “The  sculpture  is  a  gift  to  the 
project  from  our  own  Episcopal  family, 
Bishop  and  Mrs.  Hutchinson,”  said 
Norman.  “Louisiana  boasts  a  number  of 
scenes  such  as  this  in  its  folklore,  like  Papa 
Noel’s  sleigh  being  pulled  by  alligators. 

We  hope  the  sculpture  will  represent  our 
struggle  and  recovery  here  in  Louisiana 
after  the  storms.  Louisiana  has  met  obsta¬ 
cles,  but  with  the  help  of  our  friends  across 
the  Jurisdiction  and  the  world,  we  have 
wrestled  with  these  two  hurricanes  and  we 
will  win.  We’ve  struggled,  but  we  ride 
toward  the  moving,  living  waters  of  faith.” 

Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  will 
take  a  leadership  role  in  the  Friendship 
Plaza  project.  A  LAVIM  team,  led  by  Rev. 
Tim  Lawson,  will  travel  to  the  “Mountain” 
on  March  3 1  to  participate  in  the  building 
of  the  plaza  as  others  offer  their  help  in 
gardening,  painting  and  repair  of  the  build¬ 
ings  and  grounds.  Those  who  would  like 
to  join  the  effort  are  encouraged  to  see  the 
ad  for  South  Central  Jurisdiction  UMV1M 
Work  Week  on  page  ‘blank’  in  this  issue  of 
the  Louisiana  Now!,  or  contact  LAVIM  at 
(225)  346- 1 646  for  brochures  and  registra¬ 
tion. 

Also,  an  advance  team  will  travel  to  Mt. 
Sequoyah  several  days  before  Work  Week 


to  begin  earthwork  and  the  building  of  the 
water  feature.  “LAVIM  is  fortunate  to 
secure  the  volunteer  services  of  John 
Butterfield  and  other  volunteers  from 
Pineville  United  Methodist  Church  for  the 
task  of  dirt  removal  and  ground  prepara¬ 
tion.  John  has  served  for  many  years  as 
part  of  LAVIM’s  ‘Takin’  it  to  the  Streets’ 
leadership  team,  and  he  directed  the  New 
Orleans  ‘Takin”  event  last  September.  Tim 
Acton,  of  Austin,  Texas  and  former  direc¬ 
tor  of  Oklahoma  VIM’s  ‘Hands  Together’ 
border  area  medical  ministry,  will  join  the 
team  to  direct  the  construction  of  the  water 
feature.  Tim  presently  runs  his  own  land¬ 
scaping  and  gardening  business  in  Texas. 
Ron  Sarver  will  again  offer  his  expertise  to 
this  work,”  said  Norman.  Volunteers  may 
join  this  advance  team  by  contacting 
LAVIM. 

If  work  progresses  as  planned,  it  is 
hoped  that  Bishop  Hutchinson  will  dedi¬ 
cate  the  Plaza  during  the  2008  Bishop’s 
Week  at  Mount  Sequoyah  in  June. 

Gifts  and  donations  are  being  received 
towards  the  cost  of  Friendship  Plaza  at 
Mount  Sequoyah  through  the  LAVIM 
office.  Checks  should  be  made  to  the 
Louisiana  Annual  Conference  -  L  AVIM 
#08-030  and  mailed  to  527  North 
Boulevard,  Baton  Rouge,  LA  70802. 
Donations  can  also  be  given  by  Visa  or 
Master  Card  by  calling  Brenda  Coppit  at 
the  LAVIM  offices,  (225)  346-1646,  ex. 

226.  For  more  information  on  the  project 
call  Bishop  Hutchinson  or  LAVIM 
Director,  Larry  Norman  at  the  same  num¬ 
ber,  ex.  212  and  222  respectively.  Help  us 
show  our  disaster  volunteers  from  around 
the  Jurisdiction  how  grateful  we  are. 


Mount  Sequoyah 
celebrates  ministry 


For  almost  a  century,  historic  Mount 
Sequoyah  has  provided  Methodist  with 
training  and  renewal  programs  and 
ministries.  Today,  Mount  Sequoyah  is 
at  the  forefront  for  strengthening  laity 
and  clergy  leadership  for  an  eight  state 
region  called  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  for  the  United  Methodist 
Church.  The  Louisiana  Conference  is 
one  of  the  15  conferences  that  benefits 
from  this  connectional  ministry. 

“The  Louisiana  Conference  is  also  a 
long-time  giving  partner  for  Mount 
Sequoyah,  and  we  are  pleased  to  once 
again  be  in  partnership  with  our  great 
friends  of  the  Mountain  from 
Louisiana,  “said  Dr.  John  Altland,  an 
executive  director  of  the  center  located 
in  Fayetteville,  Arkansas  and  is  central 
to  the  6,400  United  Methodist 
Churches  in  our  Jurisdiction.  John  and 
his  wife,  Sheri,  came  to  Mount 
Sequoyah  in  2005  as  the  executive 
team  to  guide  the  program  and  the 
facility  transition  at  Mount  Sequoyah. 

And  what  a  partner  Mount 
Sequoyah  has  been  to  Louisiana!  In 
2005  Mount  Sequoyah  opened  its 
doors  becoming  a  significant  transition¬ 
al  ministry  to  150  evacuees  and  fami¬ 
lies,  from  New  Orleans.  As  the  already 
scheduled  conferences  and  group 
retreats  from  across  the  eight  state  area 
continued,  Mount  Sequoyah  housed 
and  provided  a  volunteer  support  team 
to  counseling,  provide  job  and  life 
skills  training;  coordinate  job  place¬ 
ment  and  permanent  housing,  and 
social  and  mental  health  services. 

Mount  Sequoyah  continues  to  provide 
a  place  of  rest  for  volunteer  mission 
teams  from  Nebraska  and  Kansas  trav¬ 
eling  to  the  Gulf  Coast.  The  unique¬ 
ness  and  of  this  ministry  occurring  dur¬ 
ing  the  fall  and  early  winter  of  2005 
lead  to  interviews  granted  to  the 
National  Public  Radio,  All  Things 
Considered,  and  also  the  Washington 
Post 

In  each  of  the  past  two  years,  just 
under  12,000  Methodists  and  other 
guests  made  their  way  to  the  campus  of 
Mount  Sequoyah  for  revival  and 
renewal. 

The  Altlands  represent  the  Trustees 
when  they  say,  “The  Friendship  Plaza 
will  bring  the  beautiful  natural  land¬ 
scape  of  Louisiana  to  the  Mountain, 
and  the  heartfelt  thanks  from  the  people 
of  Louisiana.  What  a  wonderful  way 
for  Louisiana  to  say  thank  you  to  all  of 
the  Methodists  in  the  South  Central 
Jurisdiction  who  “weathered  the  storm” 
with  you  in  prayer  and  in  service.” 


Bird's  eye  view  of  landscaping  plans  for  the  proposed 
Friendship  Plaza  gives  an  idea  of  the  expansiveness 
of  the  project,  which  will  bring  many  touches  of 
Louisiana  to  Mt.  Sequoyah  Conference  and 
Retreat  Center,  located  in  Fayetteville,  Ark. 
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2008  MEXICO 

MINI-MEbICAL/ 

CONSTRUCTION 

REYN OSA. 
CARBONERAS, 
MATAMOROS, 

NUEVO  PROGRESO. 
VALLE  HERMOSO 

DATES 

TEAM  LEADER 

January  17-20 

Mike  McLaurin 

February  7-10 

Judd  Hammond 

February  21-24 

Mike  Brandao 

March  6-9 

Tom  Dungan 

March  13-16 

Gloria  Robinson 

March  27-30 

Dean  Sawyer/ 

Beth  Bowers 

April  3-6 

Anita  Smith/ 

LeAnn  Causey 

April  9-14 

Jim  Maker 

April  17-20 

Mark  Mcrtin 

May  1-4 

Scott  Bullock/ 

Sheryl  Gonsoulin 

May  15-18 

Jill  Cole 

May  22-26 

Sharon  Black 

May  27-31 

Heidi  Schindler 

June  5-8 

Kelly  Novak 

June  12-15 

Clay  Williams 

June  19-22 

Dale  Smith/ 

Benny  Puckett 

July  3-6 

John  Dixon 

July  17-20 

TBA 

Sept.  4-7 

Ben  Sydboten 

Sept.  18-21 

Dawn  Young 

Oct.  2-5 

Tom  Dungan 

October  16-19 

Glenn  Cambre 

Oct.  30- Nov.  2 

Jim  Maker 

Nov.  6-9 

Pam  Perry 

Nov.  19-23 

Jodi  Adams 

December  4-7 

Darlene  Gio 

2008-2011  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

2008  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

ISAM  LEADER 

TASjC 

Cambodia 

February  15-27 

Phnom  Penh 

Larry  Norman 

Medical 

December  1-12 

Phnom  Penh 

Jack  O'Dell 

Construction 

Cuba 

December 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Honduras 

July  6-15 

Subirana 

Claire  Mott/ 

Construction 

Larry  Miller 

India 

February  15-March  1 

Bareilly 

LeRoy  Clavenna 

Construction 

Clara  Swain  Hospital 

Mexico 

March  1-8 

Tampico 

John  Bergstedt 

Construction 

May 

Reynosa 

Will  Butterfield 

Construction 

March  14-19 

Reynosa 

Laura  Canf  ield 

Medical/Construction 

May  18-25 

Tampico 

Angela  Bulhof 

Construction 

McNeese  Wesley 

May  31- June  8 

Tampico 

Mary  Anne  Schindler 

Construction 

June  14-21 

Saltillo 

John  Krause 

Construction 

August  2-16 

Reynosa 

Juhyun  Park 

Construction 

McNeese  Wesley 

Russia 

June  10-21 

Yekaterinburg 

James  Gillespie 

Construction 

December  26- 

Yekaterinburg 

Doug  Milliron 

Educatibn/  *i**~'*»r«  -- 

January  5,  2008 

Angela  Bulholf/ 

Construction 

McNeese  Wesley 

South  Africa 

March  7-21 

Capetown 

Mike  Owenby 

Construction 

May  15-31 

Johannesburg 

Southeastern 

Construction 

Wesley  Foundation 

West  Africa 

Dec.  26-Jan.  6,  2009 

Senegal 

Larry  Norman 

Construction 

USA 

LOCATION 

TEAM  leader 

TASK 

Alaska 

June/ July 

Haines/Homer 

Allen  Tuten 

Construction 

September 

Juneau 

Mike  McLaurin 

Construction 

Arkansas 

March  31  -  April  5 

Mount  Sequoyah/ 

Tim  Lawson 

Repai  r /Lands  cape 

Fayetteville 

SCJ  Work  Week 

Kentucky 

September  6-14 

Beverly 

Jodi  Adams 

Construction/Repair 

Red  Bird  Mission 

Louisiana 

February  14-15 

Sager- Brown/ 

Shelia  Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

Baldwin 

October  16-17 

Sager-Brown/ 

Shelia  Edwards 

Packing/Repair 

Baldwin 

Making  a  Difference  ("formerly  “Takin1  It  to  the  Streets) 

August  1-2 

New  Orleans 

LA  VIM/LA  Recovery  Disaster  Response 

August  15-16 

Lake  Charles 

LA  Recovery/LA  VIM  Disaster  Response 

Early  Response  Training 

February  9 

Pineville  FUMC 

Tony  Fontenot 

ERT 

May  10 

Conference  Center  Tony  Fontenot 

ERT 

Mississippi 

July  22-27 

Choctaw  UM 

Dawn  Young 

Construction/VBS 

Mission,  Philadelphia 
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2008-2011  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES  (continued) 

North  Carolina 

March  15-20 

M.E.R.C.I.  Center 

Tulane 

Construction/Repair 

Goldsboro 

Wesley  Foundation 

Texas 

April  9/10-15 

Christian  Alliance 

Josh  Milliron  Packing/Repair 

2009  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

Chile 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER 

TASK 

July  11-25 

La  Esperanza 

Larry  Norman/ 

Charles  Murry 

Construction 

Cuba 

October  15-25 

Havana 

Mark  Martin 

Construction 

Honduras 

June  20-27 

Danli  Area 

Asbury  UMC 

Lafayette 

Construction 

Russia 

August 

Camp  Voronezh/ 

Emile  Tasso 

Southeastern  Wesley 

Construction 

2010-2011  MISSION  OPPORTUNITIES 

INTERNATIONAL 

LOCATION 

TEAM  LEADER  TASK 

Honduras 

June  19-26,  2010 

Danli  Area 

Asbury  UMC 

Lafayette 

Construction 

June  18-25,  2011  'V 

/Danli  Area 

Asbury  UMC*  '  v  : 

Lafayette 

Construction 

Additional  team  dates  are  scheduled  throughout  the  year.  Several  are  pending  as  the 
LANOW  goes  to  press.  For  updated  lists  and  for  brochures  on  the  teams  you  see 
offered  here  please  contact  the  LAVIM  offices  at  225.346.1646  as  well  as  the  LA- 

UMC x>rg  website. 

Louisiana 

Volunteers  in  Mission 
527  North  Boulevard 
Baton  Rouge,  La. 
70802 

Larry  D.  Norman 

Director 

(225)  346-1 646  ext.  222 
(888)  239-5286 
LduckN@aol.com 

Brenda  Coppit 

Assistant  to  the  Director 
(225)  346-1646  ext.  226 
Bycoppit@la-umc.org 

Pat  Mauras 

LAVM  Financial  Assistant 
(225)  346-1646  ext.  240 
Patmauras@la-umc.org 

LAVIM  fax 
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Lousiana  annual  conference  to  train  volunteers  for  early  response  teams 


The  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
through  LAVIM  is  currently  in  the  process 
of  developing  and  training  Early  Response 
Teams  (ERTs)  that  can  provide  immediate 
assistance  in  the  event  of  a  disaster. 

The  teams  will  typically  help  with 
debris  removal,  covering  structure  openings 
with  tarps,  and  cleaning  out  flooded  homes. 
Those  being  helped  will  most  often  be  the 
elderly  and  disabled,  who  might  not  have  a 
support  system  or  family  nearby  to  assist 
them. 

“The  teams  will  consist  of  six  to  12 
members,  all  volunteers  capable  of  a  multi¬ 
tude  of  disaster  response  missions.  These 
missions  may  include  tarping  roofs,  clear¬ 
ing  trees,  flood  cleanouts,  distribution  of 
supplies,  shelter  operations,  disaster  coun¬ 
seling,  and  damage  assessment.  The  teams 
may  work  as  an  individual  unit  or  possibly 
assist  other  volunteer  organizations  as 
needed.  Prior  training  is  required,”  said 
Tony  Fontenot,  Conference  Early 
Response  Team  Coordinator  for  LAVIM. 

Perhaps  more  important  than  the  physi¬ 
cal  assistance  provided  by  ERTs  will  be  the 
Christian  presence  of  the  team.  “The  point 


is  that  while  insurance  claims  are  a  first 
step  to  recovery  from  a  disaster,  the 
Christian  response  is  one  guided  by  love 
for  ‘the  least,  the  last  and  the  lost’.  What 
we  do  is  really  evangelism  from  the  view 
of  John  21:15-17,  where  Jesus  gives  the 
instructions  to  ‘Feed  my  Sheep.’  That 
becomes  love  in  action!, ’’said  Rev.  Freddie 
Henderson,  Conference  Disaster  Relief 
Coordinator. 

During  training,  ERT  members  will  be 
reminded  that  early  response  is  basically 
taking  those  steps  that  will  prevent  further 
damage.  In  addition,  team  members  must 
be  careful  not  to  perform  work  on  a  home 
that  might  jeopardize  the  victim’s  eligibility 
for  assistance  from  insurance  and  govern¬ 
ment  agencies. 

Each  team  will  have  certain  designated 
positions.  Training  materials  provided  by 
United  Methodist  Committee  on  Relief 
state,  “Early  Response  Teams  are  different 
than  normal  United  Methodist  Volunteers 
in  Mission  work  teams  and  therefore  care¬ 
ful  attention  should  be  paid  to  the  titles 
given  to  team  members.” 

For  example,  the  Team  Leader  is  the 


person  in  charge  of  the  Early  Response 
Team.  This  person  will  relate  directly  to  the 
Conference  Early  Response  Team 
Coordinator.  It  will  be  the  responsibility  of 
the  team  leader  to  direct  the  work  of  the 
team. 

Other  positions  include  Assistant  Team 
Leader,  Logistics,  Base  Camp  Manager, 
Equipment  Maintenance  and  Listener/Team 
Recorder.  The  logistics  person  is  not  only 
responsible  for  helping  the  team  find  need¬ 
ed  supplies  and  transportation,  he  or  she  is 
also  responsible  for  team  safety. 

The  base  camp  manager  is  responsible 
for  food,  cooking,  water  and  preparing  a 
place  to  sleep,  if  necessary. 

The  listener/team  recorder  is  designated 
to  be  the  listener  to  the  victims.  UMCOR 
training  materials  state,  “While  all  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  team  should  always  put  people 
before  their  task,  this  person  should  be  a 
good  listener.  This  person  is  not  to  be  pas¬ 
toral  care,  but  one  who  can  listen  to  the 
victims  and  get  their  story.” 

Barbara  Tripp,  UMCOR  representative 
who  conducted  ERT  training  in  December, 
emphasized  that  training  is  critical  for  all 


ERT  members  so  that  they  can  clearly 
understand  the  roles  of  other  members  on 
the  team;  know  the  safe  use  of  all  equip¬ 
ment;  understand  that  the  team’s  role  is  to 
make  dwellings  “safe,  sanitary  and  secure”; 
and  that  people  are  more  important  than  the 
task  at  hand. 

Two  ERT  training  days  are  scheduled  at 
The  Wesley  Center  on  Feb.  9,  2008  at  9 
a.m.,  and  at  First  United  Methodist 
Church  in  Pineville  on  May  10,  2008  at  9 
a.m..  “By  these  training  dates,  have  a  team 
organized  and  ready  for  action,  and  make 
sure  you  schedule  them  for  this  training,” 
said  Fontenot,  encouraging  Louisiana 
United  Methodists  to  sign  up. 

Fontenot  also  said  that  he  plans  to 
schedule  local  and  specialized  training  ses¬ 
sions.  Additional  training  will  also  be  spe¬ 
cialized  and  focused,  such  as  First 
Aid/CPR,  Disaster  Mental  Health,  Safety 
and  an  intense  Chainsaw  Operators  course. 
Although  an  introduction  to  chainsaw  is 
given  during  the  basic  ERT  course,  a  com¬ 
prehensive  operations  and  safety  course  is 
needed.  Fontenot  can  be  reached  at  (337) 
280-0275  or  MCERT@gmail.com. 
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LAVIM  volunteers  and  friends  share  stories 


Recently  LAVIM  volunteers  and  those 
who  work  with  us  in  mission  have 
appeared  in  the  media  telling  of  their  pas¬ 
sion  and  experiences  in  mission.  Our  read¬ 
ers  are  encouraged  to  obtain  or  search  for 
these  testimonies  to  learn  about  their  own 
opportunities  to  volunteer  in  mission  or  to 
share  their  messages  with  teams  and  con¬ 
gregations: 

Willie  Berman  and  Susan  Heliums  - 
Berman  serves  as  the  Director  of  Mexico 
VIM  and  works  with  the  LAVIM  office  for 
the  training  and  scheduling  of  teams  and 
directly  with  teams  once  they  have  arrived 
in  Mexico.  Susan  Heliums  is  the  Director 
of  the  Border  Friendship  Commission  and 
on  staff  of  FUMC,  McAllen,  TX.  They  are 
featured  in  the  July  and  October  2007  Live 
Big  curriculum  by  Abingdon  Press.  The 


series  is  for  ages  11-13  UM  Sunday  school 
classes. 

Susan  Dungan  —  Susan  volunteers  with 
teams  led  by  her  husband  Rev.  Tom 
Dungan  (Haughton  UMC)  and  is  a  Acute 
Care  Nurse  Practioner  with  Cardiovascular 
Consultants  in  Shreveport.  Susan  also 
serves  on  the  LAVIM  Advisory  Committee 
as  Medical  Consultant.  Go  to  You  Tube, 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ib3R- 

DmbLgE.  The  video  was  made  while  Mrs. 
Dungan  and  team  were  volunteering  in 
rural,  impoverished  Carboneras,  Mexico 
along  the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  Approximately 
35  LAVIM  teams  per  year  go  to  cities  and 
towns  along  the  Mexican  border  and  up  to 
70  miles  within  Mexico  to  offer  the  servic¬ 
es  of  medical  professionals  with  its  Mexico 
MiniMedical  and  Construction  teams. 


DUNT  SEQUOYAH 

uth  Central  Jurisdiction 
UMVIM  WORK  WEEK 


MARCH  31 -APRIL  5,  2008 
TIM  LAWSON 
TEAM  LEADER 
$275  par  person  j 
.  (includes  meals,  insurance,  a 
I  $100  gift  to  Mount  Sequoyah 
1  for  materials,  administrative 
fees  and  free  lodging) 

Contact  LAVIM 
"  225.346.1646 

Far  registration  and  inform atiot 


Willie  Berman,  Director  of  Mexico  VIM,  and  Susan  Dungam,  member  of  the  LAVIM 
Advisory  Committee,  are  shown  in  recent  media  appearances  talking  about  their  expe¬ 
riences  with  Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission. 


"Five  Star7  program  encourages  church  mission  outreach 


Starting  in  January  of  2008,  a  pilot  pro¬ 
gram  of  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference 
Board  of  Global  Ministries  will  emphasize 
missional  and  outreach  excellence  in  the 
local  churches  of  the  Lake  Charles  District. 

Known  as  the  “Five  Star”  church  pro¬ 
gram,  congregations  will  work  to  achieve 
five  clearly  defined  goals  focused  on 
increasing  mission  and  outreach. 

“Several  conferences  have  similar  pro¬ 
grams,”  said  Rev.  Doug  Milliron, 
Conference  Missions  Secretary.  “I  was  able 
to  learn  about  the  programs  for  the 
Oklahoma  and  New  Mexico  conferences 
while  I  was  at  a  training  for  conference 
secretaries.  I  was  impressed  by  the  success 
these  conferences  had  and  the  fruit  such  a 
program  could  bring.  So  I  adapted  the  idea 
just  a  bit,  and  presented  it  to  the  board  dur¬ 
ing  its  fall  meeting  in  October.  They  were 
so  excited  about  the  program,  the  board 


asked  if  they  could  sponsor  it!” 

Rev.  Jerry  Hilbun,  Lake  Charles  District 
Superintendent,  serves  as  the  Cabinet 
Liason  to  the  Conference  Board  of  Global 
ministries.  “It  was  decided  that  the  Five 
Star  Church  Program  should  begin  as  a 
pilot,  and  if  sufficient  excitement  and  suc¬ 
cess  were  the  outcomes,  then  the  program 
could  go  conference  wide,”  said  Hilbun, 
who  lends  his  full  support  to  churches  in 
the  Lake  Charles  District  as  strive  to  meet 
the  program’s  five  goals. 

“Essentially,  the  goals  are  mission  based 
and  outreach  based.  They  set  a  standard  of 
excellence,  and  are  an  effort  to  make  mis¬ 
sion  a  priority  in  the  church,”  Hilbun 
added. 

To  become  a  “Five  Star”  church,  a  con¬ 
gregation  must: 

pay  100%  of  apportionments  and  sup¬ 
port  The  One  Great  Hour  of  Sharing 


Offering  with  at  least  $5  per  person  in 
average  worship  attendance. 

participate  in  Louisiana  Volunteers  in 
Mission  (La VIM)  annually  with  at  least 
one  youth  (or  young  adult)  for  every  two 
adult  participants. 

offer  at  least  five-hours  service  to  the 
community  for  every  1 0  persons  in  an 
average  worship  attendance.  A  congrega¬ 
tion  of  40  members  will  need  20  hours 
service  in  their  community,  a  congregation 
of  400  will  need  200  hours  of  service  in 
their  community  annually. 

support  at  least  one  General  Advance 
Special  Project  and  one  United  Methodist 
Committee  on  Relief  (UMCOR)  Advance 
Special  annually  with  at  least  $  1  per  mem¬ 
ber  in  average  worship  attendance. 

establish  a  two  or  four  year  “Covenant 
Relationship”  with  at  least  one  of  the 
General  Board  of  Global  Ministries 


(GBGM)  missionaries.  A  Covenant 
Relationship  is  a  $2,500  per  year  commit¬ 
ment  or  $5  per  year  in  average  worship 
attendance. 

Pastors  and  Mission  Coordinators  for 
each  church  or  charge  will  be  expected  to 
file  a  missions  report  at  District  Audit 
annually. 

In  addition,  pastors  and  Mission 
Coordinators  for  each  church  will  be  recog¬ 
nized  annually  during  the  Laity  Missions 
Banquet  in  the  Lake  Charles  District  and 
by  the  Louisiana  Conference  Board  of 
Global  Ministries  (CBGM)  during  the 
meeting  of  Annual  Conference. 

“Churches  want  to  be  mission  minded, 
but  often,  they  don’t  know  how  to  start. 

This  program  provides  very  practical  steps 
that  are  highly  achievable,  even  for  smaller 
membership  churches,”  said  Milliron. 
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You  Just  Gotta  Go!  Be  a  volunteer  for  LAVIM  mission  opportunities 


Kathy  Powers  uses  her  carpentry  skills  during  a  LAVIM  mission  to  Valle  Hermosa  Methodist  Church  in  Mexico. 


BY  DAWN  YOUNG 

Dawn  Young  serves  on  the  Louisiana 
Conference  Staff  of  Director  of  Education. 
The  Valle  Hermosa  Methodist  Church  is 
being  built  by  funding  from  LAVIM  teams 
and  a  grant  from  the  Louisians  Methodist 
Foundation.  The  church  is  to  be  completed 
and  dedicated  in  early  2008. 

What  do  you  call  a  retired  engineer,  a 
nurse,  a  speech  pathologist,  a  volunteer 
coordinator,  an  electrician,  a  retired  school 
teacher  and  two  employees  of  the 
Louisiana  Annual  conference?  You  call 
them  a  mission  team,  of  course.  And  that 
was  the  makeup  of  the  Fall  2007  LAVIM 
mission  team  to  Mexico  originating  from 
Asbury  UMC,  Bossier  City.  Asbury 
Bossier  made  the  commitment  in  2005  to 
begin  sending  two  mission  teams  to 
Mexico  annually.  The  Fall  teams  have  typ¬ 
ically  been  construction,  but  the  hope  is 
eventually  to  expand  it  to  a  Mini- 
Medical/Construction  mission,  much  like 
the  Spring  missions.  Our  mission  task;  to 
tile  the  floor  of  the  Valle  Hermosa 
Methodist  Church.  Our  experience;  the 
electrician  had  seen  tiled  being  put  down, 
the  engineer  and  the  speech  pathologist  had 
helped  put  down  tile,  the  rest  of  us  had 
walked  on  tile.  So  this  was  very  nearly  the 
perfect  mission  team. 

Tools  and  heavy  equipment  were 
loaded  on  the  bus  the  day  before  we  left. 

On  the  morning  of  departure  we  would 
simply  throw  the  luggage  on  top  of  the 
tools  and  take  off.  Asbury  Bossier  not  only 
engages  in  mission,  but  supports  mission. 
Church  members  who  were  not  on  the 
team  were  present  to  say  bon  voyage,  and 
to  give  us  adequate  cookie  and  brownie 
rations  for  the  trip.  The  first  team  building 
exercise  is  to  get  on  the  bus  at  5  a.m.  and 
spend  eleven  hours  together.  Most  of  the 
team  members  were  veteran  mission  vol¬ 
unteers,  and  all  voted  that  the  bus  was  an 
upgrade  from  the  van. 

The  team  was  met  in  Harlingen  Texas 
by  Willie  Berman,  Director  of  Mexico 
VIM  and  Rev.  Ruben  Hudtler,  Pastor  of 
Valle  Hermosa.  The  team  decided  that  it 
would  rather  go  immediately  into  Mexico, 
check  out  the  site,  and  then,  unpack  and 
eat.  This  was  a  no  nonsense  sort  of  team, 

Wanted:  Very 

BY  DAWN  YOUNG 

Wanted:  Volunteers  to  lead  a  group  of 
willing  and  able  folks,  into  a  culture  in 
which  they  are  probably  not  familiar, 
where  a  language  other  than  theirs  is  spo¬ 
ken,  to  complete  a  task  for  which  you  may 
or  may  not  have  the  appropriate  skills  or 
equipment,  and  to  do  so  with  style,  grace 
and  patience. 

When  you  volunteer  as  a  Louisiana 
Volunteers  in  Mission  team  leader  the 
above  description  is  NOT  included  in  the 
qualifications,  but  it  is  perhaps  the  most 
accurate.  Oh,  the  training  manual  offers 
things  such  as  maturity,  travel  knowledge, 
cultural  sensitivity,  management  skills,  a 
sense  of  humor,  flexibility  and  patience.  It 
actually  mentions  patience  three  times. 


that  voted  for  work  first  and  food  second. 
While  crossing  the  border  the  Mexico  VIM 
van  was  stopped  for  an  inspection.  Pastor 
Hudtler  said  that  was  the  first  time  he  had 
been  stopped,  and  contrary  to  his  later 
report  to  Willie,  the  team  leader  did  not 
pay  off  the  border  guard.  We  checked  out 
the  worksite,  left  our  bags  at  our  rooms  and 
ate  great  Mexican  food. 

As  I  said  this  was..a  no  nonsense  team, 
and  they  were  on  the  work  site  at  7:30  a.m. 
moving  furniture  and  sweeping  the  floor. 
Willie  had  a  couple  of  other  Pastors  and 
congregants  join  us  working  on  the  site. 
There  was  a  little  bit  of  a  language  barrier, 
but  it  turns  out  Amazing  Grace  sounds  like 
Amazing  Grace  regardless  of  the  language. 
To  tile  and  grout  the  floor  on  a  two  day 
mission  trip  means  that  the  floor  must  be 
tiled  on  Friday  and  grouted  on  Saturday. 
The  team’s  view  of  its  task  was  obsessive, 
and  tiling  the  floor  became  this  monster 
that  the  team  must  defeat.  And  it  was 
Mexico  in  September,  so  it  was  hot  and  dry 
with  a  nice  persistent  breeze  that  acted  as  a 
drying  agent.  It  would  have  been  a  great 
vacation,  if  it  weren’t  for  that  tiling  job. 


What  they  fail  to  mention  is  that  being  a 
LAVIM  team  leader  is  nothing  short  of  the 
moment  to  moment  application  of 
Carlisle’s  law  -  you  must  be  comfortable 
with  uncertainty.  Why  would  anyone 
answer  such  a  call?  More  importantly  why 
would  I  answer  that  call?  I’m  okay  with 
uncertainty,  but  my  natural  habitat,  the 
place  where  I  can  really  excel,  is  a  place  of 
order  and  expectations.  It  is  a  place  of 
known  objectives  and  anticipated  out¬ 
comes.  And  it  did  not  help  at  all  when  it 
was  strongly  suggested  during  leader  train¬ 
ing  that  you  “leave  behind”  your  cultural 
expectations,  and  enjoy  where  you  are 
going.  These  people  obviously  did  not 
understand  that  I  NEEDED  certain  things, 
like  Starbucks,  to  survive.  So  why  would  I 


Battling  heat  exhaustion  became  part  of  the 
mission. 

While  the  team  may  have  focused  on 
the  floor,  there  were  other  diversions.  We 
did  a  little  gardening  to  enhance  the  curb 
appeal  of  the  church.  We  tormented  the 
neighbor  dog,  who  would  not  come  and 
say  hello  to  us.  We  visited  with  friends 
that  we  met  at  the  location  last  year.  We 
played  kick  the  bottle  with  children  on  the 
street.  We  attempted  to  buy  ice  at  the  cor¬ 
ner  store.  We  enjoyed  great  meals  with  our 
Mexican  hosts  and  co-workers.  We  had  a 
wonderful  English-Spanish  language  devo¬ 
tion  Friday  evening  with  members  of  the 
church.  We  saw  the  fruit  of  past  mission 
trips  in  full  bloom,  with  people  using  hand 
peddled  carts  that  had  been  built  in  a  facili¬ 
ty  one  of  the  Spring  teams  had  worked  on. 
The  carts  enable  those  with  immobile  or  no 
hands  or  feet  at  all  to  maneuver  through  the 
streets  to  do  their  own  shopping  and 
errands,  and  go  to  church.  Valle  Hermosa 
Methodist  Church  has  event  begun  a  spe¬ 
cial  ministry  for  those  who  are  challenged 
by  handicaps  as  part  of  its  ministry  and 
many  who  drive  these  carts  around  town 


become  a  LAVIM  team  leader? 

A  LAVIM  team  leader  has  the  special, 
maybe  even  sacred,  responsibility  of  mak¬ 
ing  sure  that  the  team  has  what  they  need 
to  do  to  complete  their  mission.  That  may 
mean  completing  a  specific  task  or  it  may 
mean  magically  making  a  new  opportunity 
appear  when  all  others  have  been  eliminat¬ 
ed.  The  team  leader’s  responsibility  is  not 
to  build  the  building,  but  to  ensure  that  all 
the  builders  have  what  they  need  to  build 
the  building.  The  team  leader’s  responsi¬ 
bility  is  to  devise  a  means  of  completing  a 
tedious  task,  like  wiping  down  a  recently 
grouted  floor,  which  is  not  only  effective 
but  fun.  The  team  leader’s  responsibility  is 
to  create  entertaining  diversions  in  the 
absence  of  “productivity”  (recipe  for  a  soc- 


now  consider  the  congregation  its  church 
home. 

And  then  you’re  finished.  Seven  peo¬ 
ple  with  no  tiling  experience  on  Thursday, 
were  seasoned,  critical  veterans  on  Sunday. 
You  swap  the  Mexican  van  for  the  Asbury 
bus  and  begin  the  12  hour  drive  home. 

Why  do  you  do  this?  You  don’t  do  it  to 
learn  how  to  tile  floor.  They  will  teach  you 
that  at  your  local  home  improvement  store. 
You  don’t  do  it  to  make  friends.  There  are 
hundreds  of  less  labor  intensive  ways  of 
doing  that.  You  do  this  because  you  won’t 
get  to  see  the  look  of  awe  on  the  Pastors 
face  when  he  sees  the  job  done.  Unless 
you  are  there  you  won’t  get  to  hear  him  say 
“Wow”  (in  English),  when  he  realizes  you 
tiled  the  floor.  You  do  this  because  you 
can’t  see  the  face  of  Jesus  in  others  from  a 
photograph.  Volunteering  for  a  mission  is 
probably  one  of  the  things  that  will  never 
make  sense  in  this  world.  But  considering 
this  world,  and  the  shape  of  things; 
Volunteering  for  a  LAVIM  team  is  proba¬ 
bly  one  of  the  only  things  that  will  change 
this  senseless  world. 

You  just  gotta  go. 


cer  ball;  empty  plastic  two  liter  bottle,  a  lit¬ 
tle  water  and  gravel.  Place  water  and  grav¬ 
el  in  bottle,  seal,  kick).  Ultimately  it  is  the 
team  leader’s  responsibility  to  make  sure 
the  team  is  a  team,  and  that  everyone 
shares  in  the  mission. 

And  that  is  exactly  why  I  am  a  LAVIM 
team  leader.  Giving  other  people  the  space 
to  be  in  mission  for  Jesus  Christ,  while  all 
the  details  are  handled  is  why  I  choose  to 
be  a  LAVIM  team  leader.  Allowing  others 
to  see  their  opportunities  as  the  person  God 
put  in  that  place  at  that  moment;  that  is 
why  I  go  through  team  leader  training.  It 
helps  to  be  organized,  so  that  you  get  your 
paper  work  done.  But  mostly,  it  helps  that 
you  are  open  to  what  God  has  in  store  for 
you  the  team  leader. 


much  alive,  volunteer  leaders  for  LAVIM 
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US/Mexico  VIM  advisory  board  meets 


This  United  States/Mexico  Volunteers  in 
Mission  Advisory  Board  met  Dec.  5  in  Rio 
Bravo,  Tamps,  Mexico.  The  board  will 
relate  to  the  VIM  board  of  the  Eastern 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Church  of 
Mexico.  Pictured  at  the  meeting  are 
(back  row,  left  to  right)  Pbro.  Roberto 
Gomez  (Pastor  and  Area  Coordinator  VIM; 
Matamoros,  MX) ,  Pbro.  Fernando  Fuentes 
(District  Superintendent  San  Pablo  District, 
Eastern  Conference  of  Methodist  Church 
of  Mexico  -  IMMAR;  Reynosa,  MX), 

C.P  Javier  Elias  (Director  of  Civil 
Associations,  IMMAR;  Monterrey,  MX), 
Willie  Berman  (VIM  Coordinator,  Eastern 
Conference,  IMMAR;  Reynosa,  MX), 
Rev.  Larry  Norman  (UMVIM  Coordinator, 
Louisiana  Conference,  UMC),  Dr.  Elias 
Lara  (VIM  Medical  Coordinator,  Eastern 
Conference,  IMMAR;  Rio  Bravo,  MX), 


Bishop  Raul  Garcia  (Eastern  Conference 
Methodist  Church  of  Mexico;  Monterrey, 
MX),  Rev.  Jeremy  Basset  (UMVIM 
Coordinator  Oklahoma  Conference, 
UMC);  (front  row,  left  to  right)  Rev. 
Marsha  Alexander  (GBGM  Missionary, 
Manos  Juntas  Mexico;  Rio  Bravo,  MX), 
Beverly  DeMoss  (representing  Texas 
Conference,  UMC,  Partners  in  Mission; 
Houston,  TX),  Susan  Heliums  (Border 
Area  Mission  Coordinator,  UMVIM 
Coordinator,  SWTX  Conference  UMC; 
McAllen,  TX),  Wineva  Hankamer  (repre¬ 
senting  Texas  Conference,  UMC,  Partners 
in  Mission;  Houston,  TX).  Not  pictured 
are  Kathie  Mann  (Partners  in  Mission 
Coordinator,  Texas  Conference,  UMC; 
Houston,  TX),  Barbara  Stone  (UMVIM 
Coordinator,  South  Central  Jurisdiction, 
UMC 


Cambodia,  from  page  1 

again  in  January  for  a  final  briefing  before 
departing  for  Cambodia.  The  volunteers 
hail  from  Louisiana,  Texas,  Oklahoma, 
Illinois,  New  York  and  Georgia. 

“The  main  priority  of  the  team  will  be 
medical,  although  some  will  be  dispatched 
to  work  with  the  Spean  Chivit  Church, 
which  partners  with  the  Louisiana 
Conference  for  its  ministry,”  said  Norman. 

The  medical  team  will  do  work  at  a  pri¬ 
mary  care  level  in  local  villages  for  out¬ 
reach,  collaborating  with  the  government 
health  centers.  Volunteers  will  do  patient 
consultations  and  treatment  of  common 
diseases  including  chronic  conditions  such 
as  typhoid,  malaria,  hypertension,  diabetes, 
ENT  and  chest  infections.  Physicians  will 
also  provide  minor  operations  under  local 
anesthesia.  Priority  medical  needs  in  most 
villages  are  dental  and  women’s  and  chil¬ 
dren’s  health  care.  The  LAVIM  medical 
team  anticipates  high  rates  of  anemia,  acute 
respiratory  and  parasitic  infections,  diar¬ 
rhea,  and  nutritional  deficiency  in  children. 

“The  team  will  also  participate  in  the 
dedication  of  the  Spean  Chivit  United 
Methodist  Church.  The  new  church  build¬ 
ing  was  completed  approximately  one  year 
ago  and  has  been  enjoyed  since  then  by  a 
growing  congregation,”  said  Norman. 

Spean  Chivit  (“Bridge  of  Life”)  was 
built  with  donations  from  the  Louisiana 
Annual  Conference,  and  with  the  help  of 
LAVIM  construction  teams.  Past  confer¬ 
ence  teams  have  also  participated  in  teach¬ 
ing  language  skills  (ESL),  Vacation  Bible 
School,  church  officer  training  and  light 
construction. 

A  second  church  will  start  construction 
soon,  and  will  be  funded  by  First  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Baton  Rouge  with  a 
gift  of  $35,000. 

Nicholas  Gitobu,  a  GBGM  missionary 
serving  in  Cambodia,  recently  shared  the 
news  that  the  church  in  Cambodia  is  form¬ 
ing  a  unified  Methodist  mission.  The 
Korean  Methodist  Church,  the  Methodist 
Mission  of  Singapore,  the  World 
Federation  of  Chinese  Methodists 
(Malaysia)  and  The  United  Methodist 
Church  are  coming  together  to  establish  a 
mission  conference  in  August  of  2008. 
“This  union  will  ease  the  overall  adminis¬ 
tration  of  the  church,  and  the  changes  will 
help  future  growth,”  said  Gitobu,  who  pre¬ 
dicts  that  by  2016,  they  will  have  elected 
the  first  Cambodian  bishop. 

Volunteers  in  Mission  plays  a  critical 
role  for  the  growth  of  The  United 
Methodist  Church  in  Cambodia. 

“Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission  has  been 


a  very  good  partner.  Spean  Chivit  UMC, 
now  serving  hundreds  of  people  and  fami¬ 
lies,  would  not  have  been  built  without 
donations  and  the  physical  help  of  visiting 
teams.  Plans  for  future  programs  for  the 
church  are  being  formed,  and  District 
Superintendents  are  working  with  all 
Cambodian  churches  as  they  plan  for  more 
programs,”  said  Gitobu. 

Those  looking  for  last  minute  Christmas 
gifts  can  provide  support  to  a  variety  of 
Cambodian  ministries.  “In  addition  to  the 
$10  per  month  to  educate  a  child,  we  are 
appealing  for  Bibles  for  churches,  which 
only  cost  $7  each.  The  books  are  printed  in 
Khmer,  the  native  language  of  the  country. 
In  addition  to  Bibles,  Sunday  School  and 
other  Christian  education  materials  have 
been  developed.  Churches  have  been 
receiving  the  items  and  are  very  excited  to 
have  Christian  materials  in  their  native 
tongue.  Donations  can  help  us  get  these 
items  in  the  hands  of  more  people,”  said 
Nicholas. 

Another  important  program  that  is  tak¬ 
ing  off  in  Cambodia  is  the  installation  of 
water  filters  for  local  homes.  “The  lack  of 
clean  water  is  a  major  health  issue  for 
Cambodians.  The  Cambodia  Health  and 
Agriculture  Development  program  pro¬ 
vides  water  filters  for  only  $3  each.  Now 
people  can  reduce  water  bom  diseases,”  he 
added. 

An  additional  LAVIM  team  will  depart 
for  Cambodia  on  Dec.  1,  2008  with  plans 
to  work  with  the  Methodist  Mission  Center 
in  its  Faith-Engine  program.  The 
Louisiana  Cambodia  Initiative  and  LAVIM 
are  appealing  to  La.  Conference  United 
Methodist  Men  to  fill  this  team. 

Volunteers  will  travel  to  Cambodia  to  help 
organize  and  educate  an  active,  growing 
men’s  movement.  Other  teams  are  present¬ 
ly  in  the  planning  stages  for  missions  to 
Cambodia,  as  well. 

“I’m  very  excited  to  be  leading  this  first 
LAVIM  medical  to  Cambodia.  My  earlier 
visits  there  have  given  evidence  of  the 
great  need  for  medical  teams.  Louisiana 
volunteers  have  found  the  children  of  the 
Methodist  Kompong  Spue  Orphanage  and 
those  who  live  within  the  Phnom  Penh  city 
dump  near  to  our  hearts.  It  is  my  prayer 
that  our  team  will  be  able  to  offer  healing 
and  hope  to  these  precious  ones.  We  ask 
for  the  prayers  of  all  those  of  our 
Conference  as  we  go  on  this  mission,”  said 
Norman. 

To  support  specific  projects,  make 
checks  to  “La.  Annual  Conference,”  with 
Advance  #  00230A  plus  the  name  of  the 
project  in  the  memo  section. 


Spean  Chivit  United  Methodist  Church,  above,  was  constructed  largely  through  funding 
and  work  teams  provided  by  the  Louisiana  Annual  Conference.  Rev.  Ann  Sutton,  right, 
trains  members  of  the  LAVIM  medical  team  that  will  travel  to  Cambodia  Feb.  1 5-27, 
2008. 
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Jeffrey  Welsh,  lower  left  in  top  photo,  is  pictured  with  fellow  LAVIM  team  members  on  a 
recent  mission  to  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Jeffrey's  wife  Pam,  pictured  right  in  bottom  photo, 
served  on  the  medical  team  as  a  nurse. 


From  the  trenches  . . . 


New  places  to  be  in  mission 


Editor  s  Note:  Jeffrey  Welsh,  LAVJM 
team  member,  wrote  a  letter  describing  his 
impressions  and  experiences  during  a 
recent  mission  to  Reynosa,  Mexico.  Welsh, 
an  active  volunteer  in  Christian  ministry, 
shares  what  it  meant  to  him  to  work  side- 
by-side  with  his  wife,  Pam,  on  the  recent 
mission. 

Our  mission  to  Reynosa,  Mexico  was 
especially  enriching  and  life  changing  for 
many  reasons. 

High  on  the  list  is  the  fact  that  my  wife 
Pam  and  I  were  able  to  serve  together. 
During  my  Christian  walk,  I  have  partici¬ 
pated  in  many  ministry  experiences.  They 
have  always  been  strictly  with  groups  of 
other  men,  with  the  exception  of  Cursillo. 
Since  this  was  a  mission  focused  on  med¬ 
ical  treatment,  Pam’s  role  was  to  serve  as 
an  RN.  I  was  able  to  see  Pam  in  her  role  of 
nursing  like  I  had  never  seen  her  before.  It 
was  a  thrilling  experience  to  watch  her  care 
for  the  patients,  exhibiting  Christian  love 
and  compassion.  Our  being  together 
allowed  me  to  see  this  first  hand. 

Throughout  the  mission,  we  were  able 
to  see  how  people  from  a  different  country 
live  on  a  daily  basis.  In  Reynosa,  there  is 
such  a  lack  of  adequate  housing,  clothing, 
food  and  medical  care.  It  created  a  broken¬ 
ness  in  our  spirits  to  see  the  extreme  pover¬ 
ty  that  we  do  not  often  experience  in  the 
United  States.  It  helped  us  realize  just  how- 
serious  poverty  is  in  countries  that  don’t 
have  our  resources.  Folks  were  walking 
around  on  rock  strewn  streets  without  ade¬ 
quate  shoes,  just  old  worn  flip  flops.  I  often 
though  how  much  more  comfortable  they 


would  be  with  a  good  pair  Nike  or 
Converse  tennis  shoes.  It  is  amazing  that 
the  amount  of  just  $  1  can  do  so  much  good 
in  Mexico.  Pam  and  I  have  made  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  offer  financial  support  and  to 
go  back  to  Reynosa. 

Our  team  joined  with  a  group  of  1 1 
other  individuals  from  our  church  that  we 
did  not  know.  Through  that  shared  experi¬ 
ence,  we  have  formed  a  bond  that  will 
never  pass.  Seeing  each  other  in  church,  or 
in  the  community,  has  becomes  a  special 
opportunity  for  an  unspoken  connection 
that  comes  about  only  through  shared  serv¬ 
ice  and  experience.  I  thank  God  for  each 
and  every  one  that  served  so  willingly  on 
our  trip. 

None  of  us  grow  while  remaining  in  our 
comfort  zones.  It  takes  conscious  effort, 
trust  and  faith  to  go  when  the  Lord  calls. 
And  while  we  were  limited  in  our  ability  to 
speak  with  the  people  we  went  to  serve, 
they  all  understood  the  language  of  love 
and  compassion  that  comes  from  the  heart 
of  God.  Serving  in  that  capacity  has  made 
me  extremely  sensitive  to  the  abundance  of 
blessings  that  surround  us  each  and  every 
moment  of  each  and  every  day.  I  am  more 
alive,  more  loving,  more  faithful,  more 
thankful,  and  more  worshipful.  Thank  you, 
Louisiana  Volunteers  in  Mission,  for  your 
work  and  service  to  each  of  us  w'ho  served 
on  this  mission  as  w'ell  as  to  those  that 
received  the  ministry.  I  look  forward  to  our 
next  experience! 

Jeffrey  G.  Welsh 

Baton  Rouge,  La. 


In  addition  to  the  many  places  around 
the  word  where  LAVIM  teams  are  already 
scheduled,  these  additional  projects  are 
being  or  will  be  offered  in  the  near  future. 
Those  interested  in  joining  a  team  to  those 
teams  already  offered  or  who  would  plan 
to  be  part  of  a  team  to  new  opportunities 
should  contact  the  LAVIM  office  at 
225.346.1646. 

Capetown,  South  Africa  -  Most  of 
LAVIM ’s  early  involvement  in  South 
Africa  has  been  in  the  Johannesburg  area. 
In  March  of  2008,  we  begin  offering  our 
ministry  into  Capetown,  the  Du  Noon 
Township.  Teams  will  labor  to  build  one 
of  eight  churches  served  by  Rev.  Fikile 
Makananda.  The  church  has  grown  to  over 
1 00  members  despite  the  strain  of  now 
having  a  permanent  place  of  worship. 
LAVIM  teams  early  on  will  be  part  of  the 
cement  block  wall  building,  the  concrete 
floor  being  already  poured.  Future  teams 
will  help  to  complete  this  structure. 

Saltillo,  Mexico  -  LAVIM  teams  will 
initiate  the  construction  of  a  parsonage  on 
the  grounds  of  the  Torre  Fuerte  Iglesia 
Methodista  in  the  mountain  town  of 
Saltillo,  near  Monterrey.  The  church  was 
begun  by  Mexico  VIM  Director  Willie 
Berman's  sister  and  brother-in-law.  It  has 
recently  celebrated  its  fifth  anniversary. 
LAVIM  will  support  this  project  with 
teams  until  its  completion.  The  initial  team 
is  scheduled  for  June  14-21,  2008. 

Santiago,  Chile  -  Scheduled  for  July  11- 
25,  2009  is  a  team  to  the  La  Esperanza  UM 
Mission,  resident  facility  and  sheltered 
workshop  for  mentally  disadvantaged. 
Residents  of  La  Esperanza  were  formally 
homeless  and  street  people.  The  ministry 
offers  a  safe  place  to  live  and  provides 
vocational  training  and  craft  development 


for  future  livelihood. 

The  team  will  assist  in  building  repair 
and  maintenance,  painting,  plumbing  and 
some  services  to  the  residents.  Leadership 
and  volunteers  space  will  be  shared 
between  the  Conway,  AR,  UMC  and 
LAVIM,  thus  the  team  will  be  limited  to 
six  volunteers  from  the  Louisiana  Annual 
Conference. 

Chemivtsi,  Ukraine  -  Under  the  direc¬ 
tion  of  Pastor  Alexander  Pinchuk,  the 
Chemivtsi  Methodist  Church  has  recently 
completed  its  new  church  building. 
Remaining  projects  are  a  roadway  around 
the  church  and  fence.  Opportunities  for 
ministry  also  include  a  mountain  tent 
camping  retreat  for  young  adults,  ministry 
in  orphanages,  VBS  and  evangelistic  meet¬ 
ings. 

Voronezh,  Russia  -  Near  Moscow, 
Camp  Crystal  has  been  purchased  by  the 
Eurasia  United  Methodist  Church  to 
become  the  Pilgrimage  and  Catechism 
Center  for  the  denomination.  The  facility 
is  great  need  of  repair  for  its  log  cabins  and 
more  modem  glass,  group  gathering  struc¬ 
tures.  LAVIM  teams  will  be  matched  with 
like  aged  groups  from  Russian  churches  to 
join  hands  in  this  effort  to  rehabilitate  the 
camp.  The  first  LAVIM  team  is  presently 
scheduled  for  August  2009. 

Viet  Nam  -  While  still  underground  the 
Methodist  Church  of  Viet  Nam  is  presently 
receiving  teams  to  help  with  local  church 
efforts.  Volunteer  groups  are  requested  to 
be  small  in  number  and  will  be  involved  in 
ministry  efforts,  medical  missions,  faith 
sharing,  support  of  medical  clinics,  and 
development  of  a  sewing  enterprise,  Bible 
teaching,  and  special  assistance  to  children, 
women,  and  Vietnamese  minorities. 


Emergency  Response 


Trainings 


February  9  -  Pineville  FUMj| 
May  10  -  Conference  Center 


-for  individuals  and  church  teams  - 

$25  per  volunteer 
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From  the  Plain 
Dealing  Mission 
Zone 

BY  JOHN  BRADEN 

Two  sisters,  Patsy  Schmutz,  program 
director  for  NorthCross  UMC  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  and  Rev.  LaMarylis  Cotton,  pas¬ 
tor  of  the  Greensburg- Wesley  Chapel 
Charge  in  Greensburg,  La.  co-led  a 
LAVIM  mission  team  of  15  from  their 
respective  churches  to  work  in  Plain 
Dealing,  La.,  Sept.  29-Oct.  5.  The  Plain 
Dealing  project  was  developed  by  LAVIM 
and  Plain  Dealing  UMC,  pastored  by  Rev. 
Cheryl  Nelson.  Schmutz  and  Cotton  have 
come  together  to  lead  over  six  LAVIM 
teams  in  past  years. 

Though  the  average  age  of  the  volun¬ 
teers  was  “somewhere”  in  the  sixties,  this 
did  not  prevent  them  from  accomplishing 
major  work  during  the  four  and  a  half  days 
they  were  in  Plain  Dealing. 

One  house  needed  scraping  and  paint¬ 
ing.  Another  needed  a  roof  repair  over  a 
back  bedroom.  A  third  house  needed  reno¬ 
vations  in  a  bathroom  to  make  it  possible 
for  a  woman  of  98  to  comfortably  take  a 
bath  -  especially  in  cold  weather  when  the 
wind  blew  through  wail  board  that  had 
curled  up  around  the  tub.  A  fourth  house 
needed  minor  painting  over  repairs  recent¬ 
ly  completed  by  a  Shreveport  District-wide 
team  on  its  soffit  and  fascia  boards  above  a 
deteriorating  carport. 

God  has  a  wonderful  way  of  providing 
what  you  need.  Included  in  the  team  of 
eager  and  willing  workers  were  two  other 
sisters  (professional  house  painters  by 
trade,  and  Baptists  who  heard  about  the 
LAVIM  project,  wanting  to  help)  and  a 
Social  Security  supervisor  who  took  a  car¬ 
pentry  course  in  plumbing  to  prepare  for 
the  week. 

“Going  the  second  mile”  became  the 
rule  for  the  combined  teams.  The  house 
was  scraped  and  painted  in  two  and  one- 
half  days.  The  team  felt  something  needed 
to  be  done  to  the  roof.  After  negotiations 
with  a  local  tree-trimming  company,  a 
truck  with  a  cherry-picker  was  lined  up 
and  the  roof  painted.  A  flat  roof  became  a 
gabled  roof.  In  addition,  the  painting  crew 
came  along  and  painted  the  house.  A  few 
feet  of  soffit  and  fascia  painting  grew  to 
the  entire  front  and  carport  painted. 
Replacing  of  the  wall  board  became  tear¬ 
ing  out  the  wall  board  (1x6  old  pine)  and 
putting  in  insulation,  sealing  the  window 
above  the  tub,  and  restoring  the  original 
pine  wall  board.  Bright  new  wall  board 
around  the  entire  bath  room  was  installed, 
fixtures  re-plumbed,  and  hung.  New  hand 
rails  were  installed. 

The  team  did  much  more  than  “what 
was  required,”  they  did  what  was  needed. 
Over  and  above  each  team  member’s  $100 
contribution  for  supplies,  the  team  paid  for 
the  cost  of  the  cherry-picker  truck,  a  com¬ 
mercial  spray  painter,  and  the  paint  for  the 
roof. 

The  team  leaders,  the  elderly  widowed 
homeowners  and  the  teams  from  Kansas 
City,  Greensburg,  and  Plain  Dealing  all 
made  new  friends  and  grew  exponentially 
in  their  faith. 


LAVIM  teams  from  Kansas  City,  Mo.  and  Greensburg  and  Plain  Dealing,  La, 
joined  forces  Sept.  29-Oct.  5  to  repair  homes  of  underserved,  elderly  citi¬ 
zens  who  cannot  afford  repairs  to  make  their  homes  safe  and  secure. 
Sisters  Patsy  Schmutz,  program  director  for  North  Cross  UMC  in  Kansas, 
Mo.,  and  Rev.  LaMarylis  Cotton,  pastor  of  the  Greensburg-Wesley  Chapel 
charge  in  Greensburg,  La.,  co-led  the  mission  team. 


UNITED  METHODIST 

FOUNDATION 

of  Louisiana - 


Make  Mission  Possible 
With  your  IRA 


Whether  it’s  providing  medical  care  in 
poverty-stricken  areas  of  Mexico  or 
rebuilding  flooded  Louisiana  neighborhoods, 
you  can  make  mission  possible  with  a  gift 
directly  from  your  IRA*.  With  the  IRA  Rollover 
Act  expiring  December  31 ,  2007,  this  may  be 
your  last  opportunity  to: 

•  Help  the  ministries  you  love 

•  Avoid  tax  on  your  minimum  required 
distribution 


You  Can  Help  More  Than  You 
Think. 

(800)  256-9317  or  (225)  346-1535 
Email:  info@umf.org 
www.umfgiving.org 

*  Must  be  at  least  70  1/2  years  of  age. 


•  Remove  taxable  funds  from  your  estate 


